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H I S T O R 

or T H B 

PROCEEDINGS and DEBATES 

6F the ' 

HOUSE of iCOMMONS, 

In the FIRST S E S S lO N of tlw 

i 

Seventeenth Parliament of Great Britain, 

• 

Appointed to be holden at Westminster, 

On Thursday the 25th of November, ji790. 


Wednefday^ l^d March, 1791. 

Mr . Baker, from the Seleft Committee, who were ap¬ 
pointed to try and determine the merits df the petition of 
William Fullarton, of Fullarton, £fq. complaining of an 
undue eleiftion and returp for the diRridl of the boroughs of 
Haddington, Jedburgh, Dunbar, NortlrBerwick, and Lau¬ 
der, in Scotland, informed the Houfe, that the faid !^le^ 
Committee have determined, * 

That the honourable Thomas Maitland is duly elefled a 
Commil&oner to ferve in this prefent Parliament for the dif- 
triS of the boroughs of Haddington, Jedburgh, Dunbar, 
North Berwick, and Lauder, in Scotland; 

And alfo, that the laid Sele^ Committee have deter* 
mined, 

That the petition of the faid William Fullarton, of Ful- 
^larton, Efq. did appear to the faid Selefk Committee to be 
frivolous and vexatious; 
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And alfo, that the faid Sele£fc ^jk^ommittee have deter* 
mined, i 

That the pppofition of the faid'ho^urable Thomas Mait* 
land to the faid petition, did not appear to the faid Selefl 
Committee to be frivolous or vexatious. 

Colonel Colonel Phipps rofe- to prefent a petition, which, he faid, 
Phtppi. required foitie explanation, fince otherwife, the purport of it 
might appearJnconfiftent with the condu^ which the Com* 
mittee, and he as their Chairman, had already talvn. The 
Houfe would recolle£t, that he had ftated to them,"upon tlie 
preceding f"riday, that Thomas Smith, now a prifoner in 
His Majefly’s jail of Newgate, had been guilty of grofs pre¬ 
varication in his evidence before the Committee, and appa¬ 
rently of perjury; in confequence of which, he had com¬ 
plained to the Houfe, in the name of the Committee, and 
moved, that the faid Thomas Smith be profecuted by His 
Majefty*s Attorney General for perjury, which the Houfe 
had agreed to, and Smith Aood committed for the prevari- 
"cation. It was the deft re of the Committee to keep the con- 
llderation of the two oileoces diftinfl and feparate; and 
therefore, as they had in no fort altered their opinion re- 
fptXSling the heinoufnefs of the apparent perjury, or their 
wifh that Smith (liould be profecuted for it, he thought it 
neceiTary to fay thus much previous to his delivery of the 
petition, the purport of which was to alledge the prifoner’s 
contrition Vor having unfortunately incurred the difpleafure 
of the Committee by the mode of giving his evidence, and to 
pray a difeharge from his confinement. 

I'he petition was, received and read, and on the motion 
of Colonel Pljipps, the Speaker's warrant was ordered to be 
iiTued to bring up the faid Thomas Smith to the bar of the 
Houfe upon the morrdw, in order that he may be dif- 
ebarged. 

I'lie Colonel urterwnrd.s faid, that, as Chairman of the 
Committee, he was dircifted to report, “ That John Siret 
** having tmn duly fummoned to attend as a witnefs before 
** them, had difobeyed fuch fummons, and therefore that 
the faid Selei^ Committee, according to the powers given 
** them by the a<^, bad ordered the faid John Siret into the 
cuuody of the Serjeant at Arms.” 

It was then moved, ** That the faid John Siret do ftand 
** committed to the cuftody of the Serjeant at Anns, and 
** that Mr. Speaker do ilTue his warrant accordingly.” 

Mr. Pitt. Mr Chancellor Pitt obferved, that the commitment of the 
bill for the relief of Proteftant Roman Catholic Diflenters, ' 
under certain conditions and reilriiSions, ftood for the next 
day. He believed that there was a general concurrence of 
opinion in favour of the principle of the bill; but as he knew 

that 
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that feveral gentlemen roteitained doubts refp^ing the |wo- 
priety of particular chnfes, and wiflied to deliver t^ir fen* 

* timents on the fubje£t, he thought it vrould be acWifeable to 
put the commitment of the bill off for. a few days, in sorder 
to give the gentlemen in queftion time to digeft tteir opinions, 
and flate them to the Houfe. He would not move the poll* 
poneroentof (he commitment of the bill then, a^the honour¬ 
able and learned gentleman who introduced it, was not in 
the Houfe, but he gave notice that he would, upon 4 he mor> 

TOW, move the difcharge of the order, and the appointment 
of the Committee on the bill, for a future day. 

Mr. Hyder produced a confiderable number of motions for Mr.Ryder 
refolutions relative to the price of grain, which he laid be 
meant to form the table, that would, in his opinion, be a fit 
.ratio to govern the prices at which corn of various kinds 
might be allowed to be imported into this country from Ire¬ 
land, Quebec, and other places abroad ; hut as it would 1^ 
for the convenience of the Houfe, with a view to the future 
difcuiTion of the fubjedl, that they fhould be admitted to 
make a part of the bill, in order that they might afTume » 
debatable fliape, with the leave of the Houle he would move 
for them iniiantly to refolve themfelves into an original 
Committee, in which he would introduce the refolutions, 
and then let them beinferted in the bill, without metning by 
fuch admillion to have it in the fmalleft degree underftooid 
that gentlemen were thereby pledged to fupport the whole or . 
any part of them, but that they fhould remain af open to 
ob|e^ion, debate, and difcufiton afterwardi, as any part of 
the hiU. • 

Mr. Pswyr admitted that it would be for the general con- Mr. 
venience of the Houfe, that the refolutions fliould be allowed Powys, 
to be fo introduced, it being agreed on all hands that the 
receiving'them fhould not govern and afre£l.the future dtf- 
culTion of the table, as it was well known that there was a 
difference of opinion refpe£ting the prices which ought to go¬ 
vern the importation. • 

The Houfe immediately refolved itfelf into a Committee 
of the whole Houfe, Mr. Brarofton in the chair. * 

Mr. Ryder then moved his refolutions, which were read 
fl)ort pro formBy and agreed to, and immediately reported to 
the Houfe. 

Mr. Steele made a report from the Committee on the Que¬ 
bec bill. Counfel was called in and heard on the firft peti¬ 
tion. Counfel on the fecond petition was heard in part, and 
the farther coniideration of the report adjourned to the en- 
fuing Wednefday. After fome converfation between Mr* 

Fox, Mr. HuBey, Mr. Alderman Watfon, and Mr. Chan¬ 
cellor Pitt, the three former of whom fuggefted the propriety 
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of re-cominitiing the biHi and ntoved a queflion upon it> 
which was negatived. \ 

The Houfe adjourned. * 

Thurfday, March, 

1^0 material debate occurred. 

, Friday, %^th March, 

• 

A petition of John Siret was prefented to the Houfe, and 
read; fetting forth, that the petitioner is now in the cuftody 
of the Serjeant at Arms, for non-at tendance on the Commit¬ 
tee appointed to try the merits of the Exeter eledlion; and 
that the petitioner is moft fincerely lorry for his mifcondu6i; 
in prefuming to difobey the order of the faid Committee, 
which arofe from ignorance, and not from difrefpeft; and 
that the petitioner is deeply fenfible of his crime^ and en¬ 
treats the Houfe, that he may be difcharged out of cuf- 
^dy. 

Ordered, * 

That the faid John Siret be immediately brought to the 
^ar of this Houfe, in order to his being difcharged. 

John Siret was accordingly brought to the bar; where he 
received a reprimand from Mr. Speaker, and was ordered to 
be difcharged out of cuftody, paying his fees. 

*jsIr.Giey Mr, ^rey begged leave to folicit the future attention of the 
Houfe to a bill which he defigned to introduce, for the pur- 
pofe of making fome alteration in the mode of determining 
on the merits ofeledlion petitions. Frivolous and vexatious 
heconftdered as terms'of too harfti a conftrudlion, and fuch 
as might fiot always be applicable, even when it was found 
necefliu y that the plea of the petition ihould not be fuftained. 
He mentioned the cafe of a Committee in which he had lately 
been engaged; and in which, though they had decided that 
the peti'.ion wa^ not fupported by evidence, they were un¬ 
willing to determine upon it as frivolous and vexatious. He 
did not mean that the party, .vhofe petition veas fo decided 
on, flinuld be excufed from paf ing cofts; but only that 
fome different mode of determining fhould be fubftituted, as 
hif conftdered the prefent as imputing intentions which might 
not be entertained, and even eftahliibing a fort of crimina¬ 
lity. At any rate, if the terms were liable to fuch conftruc- 
tion, it was proper that they fhould be corredled. 

In confequence of this intimation, a converfation took 
place, in which Mr> Wyndham, Mr. Stanley, Mr. Baker, 
Sir Williani Scott, and Colonel Phipps, were fpeakers, and 
in which different opinions were given of the propriety and 
ufefulnefs of the object of the intended bill. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Chaocelior Pitt Apprehended that, on a fubjeA of Mr.' Pitt* 
fuch importance, it woiJd be more proper to poftpune any 
^ debate until a regulaf motion Ihould come befure. the 
Houfe. 

Sir Benjamin Hammet rifirig next, obferved, that he had Sir Bcnj. 
in his hand a petition ag.tinft the b!;i for appropriating the Hamnitt. 
fum of live hundred thouiand pounds of unr). med dividends, 

&c. iigned by a moll refije^lablebody of AockhoUlers ; names 
which would be allowed to carry with them the grenteft 
weight and importance. He had fuggelled his propufal to 
the Bank, of lending 500,000!. witliout interefb, %s long as 
the fame fhouki be unclaimed. 'I'nere had, in confequence, 
been a meeting of the Diieftors on rhe preceding day, and a 
meeting of Proprietors was to take place upon the enfuing 
Tuefday. 

The]»:tition was brought up and r^ad, as follows : 

“ To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain, in 

Parliament alTembled. 

» 

“ The humble Petition of the Subfcribers who are Proprietors 
in the Public Funds of Great Britain, 

“ Humbly flieweth, 

“ Tha^ your petitioners are deeply intereBed in the public 
funds of C^reat i>ritain. 

** Thar ycur petitioners have inverted their property in 
thofe fundo, with the mort perfect reliance on the faith and 
jurtice of Parliament, and in full confidence and perfuafipn 
that the Legiflature of Great Britj^in wpuld ndVer, without 
the con Cent of the Proprietors, make any ertentlal alteration, 
either in refped^ to their fecurities, which conuft principally 
ill funds fpecificaily appropriated to the payment of their an* 
nuities, or in refpe£f to the mode of their payment, expreflly 
rtipufated and delineated in the feveral ftatutes that fix the 
conditions of the public loans. 

“ That youi\)etitioners have feen, with equal concern 
and aftonifhmenf; a biBrorought into Parliament by the right 
honour hie the Chancellor of the Exchequer; the avowed 
obje^ of which is to take back five hundred thoufand ^unds, 
part of the Turns that have been ifiued hy the Kxchequer^to 
the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, in pur- 
* fuance of in.my adls of Parliament; and particularly of thp 
Confolidated A£t, paifed in the 28th year of his prefent Ma- 
jefty, being part of the funds appropriated by law to the 
payment of the public creditors, and exprefily declared not 
to be divertible to any other ufe or purpofe whatever. 

<< I'hat the principle of the faid bill appears to your peti- 
tioMrs to have a diredi: tendency to dertroy that confidence 

which 
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which many natives and foreignerschave hitherto repoied in 
the equity and juilice of Padiamlht; to violate the public 
faith Iblemnly plighted; and by felling on private property/ 
accurately detcribed, and Aanding as fuchin the books of the 
Bank of England, to excite alarms and apprehenfions of the 
moft'ferious and dangerous nature. 

** That your petitioners wifli to be heard by Counfel, if 
it fliall appear to them to be neceilary; although h is a cafe 
that does not depend on nice and intricate fubtilty, or on a 
deep knowledge of the technical forms of law; but on the 
rights of Britilh fabje£ls, which ought in no cafe whatever 
to be invaded. They humbly petition for no more than a 
facred obfervance of national contrads, containing exprefs 
ftipiilations, ealUy underllood, and rati£ed by folelnn aAs of 
the Supreme Legiflature. 

** Under anxious apprehenfions, not more feniibly felt 
on their account, than for the good faith, the public credit, 
and the honour of the nation ; and impreiled with a fenfe of 
■the»duty they owe not only to themfelvbs, hut to the com¬ 
munity at large, yoiir petitioners humbly intreat this ho¬ 
nourable Houfe to take the premifes into their moft ferious 
coilhderation; and they pray, that no alteration in their fe- 
curity, for the better or the worfe, may take place without 
their confent; and that the faid bill may not pafs into a 
law.” 

Mr. Pitt. Mr. Chancellor Pitt obferved, that as a long previous no¬ 
tice had been already given, he trailed that the petition 
could afford no pretext for delaying the report. It had been 
appointed for the precetling day, and he would certainly 
confider himfelT as authorized to move that it Ihould be re¬ 
ceived immediately. In his opinion, there certainly was an 
irregularity in the mode in which the petitioners had dellred 
to beheard by Counfel, as they had not come forward until 
this late llage of the bill. 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Fux^ on the contrary, contended th^ the condo6l of 
the petitioners was not irregular; aV^’x;y nfight, perhaps, 
(but he did not pretend to fpeak decidedly upon this point) 
have Clounfel ready to he heard on the report. It would be 
s«qplleded thar thisbufinefs was intended to have come on 
upon a former day, and had been unavoidably poAponed; a 
circumAance of which they could not have lieen aware. He 
did not think himfelf poffeAed of fuAicient weight to attempt 
now to oppofe the report. But furely, if there was any bu- 
Anefs which ought to be conduced with caution, or in which 
full time ought to he allowed, it was upon an occafion like 
this, in which tite puhliccredit was intereAed. The petition 
was nlmoA unprecedented with refpedl to its nature, aiTd 

the . 
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the quarter from whence i| iflued. It had not, he believed, 
happened, fince the accedon of the Famil]r of Brunfwick, 

^ that a p^ition had beer/ prefented from the Bank to the 
Houfe of Commons againft any -meafure with regard to mo* 
ney matters. In fuch an event, therefore, the fulleft invef- . 
tigation, the moil: ferious deliberation, was neceflary. A pe¬ 
tition had now been prefented, iigned by the moft refpedlabie 
names, with regard to extent of property, which had ever 
perhaps appeared in any civilized nation. He was not one 
of thofe whom a regard to property could influenc(^ in the 
extreme, neither did he feel himfelf inclined to allow it too 
much weight in the deliberations of public bulinefs. On the 
contrary, he thought, that in debates in that Houfe, it was 
too frequently referred to, and too much ilrefs laid upon it. 

But, it there was any occafion on which regard was due to 
property, it was the prefent. If there was any property 
deemed facred, it was that which was veiled in the funds ; 
and any petition, proceeding from this quarter, ought to de- ^ 
mand the moll deliberate attention, and excite the moft fe-' 
rious regard. 

After fome little difiiculty with regard to the mode of dif-^ 
poling of the petition, it was ordered to be laid upon the table, 
and Counfel heard upon the third reading. 

Mr. Pitt gave notice, that it was probable that he might 
be commanded to bring down on Monday a mefti^e from 
His Majefty, relative to the prefent fituation of affairs in 
Europe. 

After certain claufes had been read from the aft of Par- ' 
liament, relative to the condufl to be obferved previous to 
the expiration of the charter of the Faft-lndia Company, 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt conceived that, in the prefent ftatc of Mr. Pitt 
India, this was not the time for the dilcuflion of what mea> 
fures Ihould be adopted with regard to the renewal of the 
Company’s charter. He meant, however, now to nuke the 
motions required by the afl, that when that event Ihould 
take place, whateve^r^ne of ^ndufl the Houfe iliouUi think 
proper to purfue, tluy inlgBc have the means of let iement 
in their own hand. He would not pretend to ndvife anv re- 
newal of the charter, nor would he, on the prefent occafio^i, 
hazard the leaft opinion upon the fuhjefl. Only from the 
motions which be ihould now make, it would be und<-rfteod 
that-the exclufive commercial privileges of the Eafl-India 
Company ihould ceafe, unlefs it ihould appear to he the plra- 
fure of the Houfe to provide for the continuance of their exer- 
c.ife in the fame channel. 

Mr. having obferved that, from diligent inquiry, Mr* 
and long aitteution to the fubjefl, he was decidedly of opi- Huilcv. 

nioa 
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ntofi that the charts oaghrDevi^r||to be renewed, ezprefled 
his approbation of the motiona Wnchhad been made. 

General- General Smith mentioned (bme'obftacles, which, in hie. 
Smith, opinion, were likely to ariie againft the profecution of the 
preijsnt war in India. 

Mr. Fill. Mr. Chancellor Pitt anfwered, that the faith of the nation 
was pledged to make providon for any engagements which 
had been efltered into by Parliament, or through/the medium 
of the EadJndia Company. 

Mr. Mr. <Maitland remarked, that during the difculCon'on the 
Maitland, Jn India, it had been dated as of the utmod importance 
to our poiTeffions in that country, to give protedlion and fta* 
bility to the Company in the prefent date of their affairs. 
With this view, the right honourable gentleman had pro- 
feded to come forward with certain refolutions. Now, a mo¬ 
tion was made, giving notice of the expiration of the Com¬ 
pany's charter, without any providon being employed to 
prevent its necedary effe<d$. If the,motion was merely in 
compliance with the a 61 , the Minider ought to have declared 
that he made it in his official capacity, without any inten¬ 
sion that it (hould take effe<d to the prejudice of the Com¬ 
pany’s affairs. Or it ought to have been dated, that at the 
expiration of the prefent fydem of Government, another 
equally effectual and* coercive would be adopted. But at 
prefent, *the effect of the motion was to intimate to the in¬ 
habitants of that country, that the prefent fydem of that 
Government, with which they enter^ into connection, and 
formed eihgagements, would (hertly expire, while it left 
them entirely in the dirk what Government would fiicceed, 
or whethe^any provifion at all would be made to fupply its 
place. The confequences of this uncertainty would not fail 
to communicate the mod alarming appreheiifions, and vio¬ 
lently affeCl the prefent dtuation of the Company’s affairs. 
He thought, therefore, that it was incumbent on the Mini¬ 
der to have been more explicit, and noj; have continued fa- 
tisded to deal in guarded intimltlpiVr ir^dead of proceeding 
to pofitive afeertainments. 

Mr. Rofe having brought up the report concerning the 
^ Bdhk Dividend bill, 

Mr. Mr. Chijwell rofe, and obferved, that his chief motive for 
Chifwell. begging leave to trefpafs upon the patience! of the Houfe, 

' was grounded upon the recolledion of what had fallen from 
the right honourable gentleman, in the intimation Which he 
had that day given of a meffage which might be expeCled on 
Monday, the nature of which, he thought, fhould induce 
the right honourable gentleman and the Houfe |p he very 
cautious in any proceeding that affeCled public credit, or 

even 
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even that afieded the bank andf the ftockholders; for it 
might happen that a funre loan wonld be requited, and cer> 
tainly, any thing that nad a tendency to weaken the fecurity 
of the public cr^tor, could not prove a favourable circum- 
ftance upon fuch an occalion. Mr. Chifwell next reverted 
to the meafure which had been adopted, when the term of pay* 
inent of the long annuitiesjjad been altered in 1786. It had 
then been'thoi^ht necelTary to allow a cq|-tain Ame for thofe 
who might not like the nature of the bill to exprefs their 
diflent, and then cc'ntinueto be paid as formerly.* This he 
recommended in the prefent in (lance, if the bill was not to 
1^ 'given up; a circumdance that would pleafe him and many 
Ifcre, much better than any podible amendment which could 
blmade to it. However, as he feared that this would not 
begone, he intended to offer a claufe which be trufted the 
Houfe would accept and make part of the bill. The plauie 
being moved and read, it appeared that the purport of it 
went to ena£l, that ^ hook fliould be opened and kept for 
months at the Hank, that thofe-proprietors of unclaimed di¬ 
vidends, and other (lockholders in the different public funds, 
who diikntcd from the propofal made in the bill to change 
their (jscurity, might have an opportunity of ffating and fign- 
ing fuch diflent in that hook,, and thus efcape from being in 
any manner affedled by the bill. 

Mr. Stccic remarked, that gentlemen who fpoke on the 
other fide. Teemed to red their arguments upon a neceffty 
which they conceived there was for having the particular 
confent of every individual proprietor of unclaimed divi¬ 
dends, and every proprietor in the public funds; but he ne¬ 
ver would allow that any fuch confent was ^eceffary, or 
that, though one or more proprietors or (lockholders ihould 
pofitively diflent, there was any reafou for giving up the 
bill; and therefOTe, adopting a claufe fo contradidlory to the 
other parts of it, was nothing elfe than giving it up. With 
regard to obtainU^ confent, thpt clpom ip the bill which 
gave the public months, after his dividend was 

due, for confldering wheth^ be would withdraw his money, 
or allow the fecurity to he transferred from the Bank to Go¬ 
vernment, was perfedlly fuificienj: for every reafonable*pur^ 
pofe; becaufe, doubtlefs, if a man allowed his dividends to 
remain three months after he knew that it was due, and by 
the operation of this bill, certainly, as he had the power of 
withdrawing it, which he had not done, it might be inferred, 
that he was, to all intents and purpofes, fatisfied with the 
transfer, and virtually gave his confent to tafes public fecu» 
rity, inflead of the Bank> thinking tho one at Ijsait ps good 
as t!w other. 

VdL.XXlX, C Mr, 
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Fn. Mr. Fuc obfervedi that he feW, ample reafon to approve 
of the ciaufe which had been brocuht up; and as he had all 
along wilhed that the bill might mive all faccefs, he Ihbuld 
feel a greater pleafure if the ciaufe were adopted. He next 
adverted to what the honourable gentleman who fpoke lail 
had faid concerning the confent which had been, or could be, 
obtained to this lueafure; and this was a confent by inference, 
or rather s^fuppofed confent. He allowed that there might 
be a confent by inference, or a virtual confent, *fucb as that 
given to taxation, which the people gave virtually, becaufe 
they, the Houfe of Commons, whom the people had chofen 
as their reprefentatives, had agreed to it; but this was very 
diflerent, indeed, from the confent which the honourable 
gentleman had talked of; all that was alked by the honour¬ 
able Member who moved the ciaufe, was, that perfons who 
were interefled might have an opportunity of giving their 
diflent, which was certainly fair. He had, on a former oc- 
cafion, contended, and flill fhould he perfill in contending, 
that not only the prefent proprietors of unclaimed dividends, 
but all ftockholders, mud give their confent, before it was a 
proper confent; becaufe all flockholders may, at fome future 
{Ibriod, have unclaimed dividends. Many refpeflable pro- 
prietors had already given their diffent, as appeared by the 
petition from the Bank Proprietors, and that now upon the 
table, figned by fuch men as, in point of wealth, gave it 
more weight than, perhaps, any petition which had ever 
been prefented in any part of the world. He in general was 
none of thofe who argued that the importance of, or pro¬ 
priety of conllderation concerning a meafure, depended upon 
the rank or |vealth of thofe interefted in it; hut furely, on a 
fubje£l which was fo materially conneded with the property 
of the country, and the fecurity of the public creditor, he 
mull contend that very great attention and refpedl was due 
to the names, charaflers, and fituations of fuch men as the 
petitioners. As td the Bank of England, on all emergencies 
the nation and they had aded tog^her long.time back, 
and he was forry that he was led tal^ark^ upon the prefent 
occafion, that this was the firll' time, fince the acceffion of 
the Brunfwick Family to the throne, that the Bank of Eng¬ 
land l^ad found it neceilary to make any.application to Par¬ 
liament againft a meafure, which, as far as the national faith 
and public credit were concerned,, was,, in the opinion not 
only of the petitioners, but of all tb^ men of monied interell 
within the kingdom, fo pregnant with the moil alarming 
danger. As to the virtual confent mentioned by the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, it Teemed to be founded on the dil&nt 
wiiich had been given^* and would Hill be given, iftimg.were 

allowed. 
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allowed. Mr. Fox applied to the good ienie and iafor- 
mation of the Houfe^ wJether, in the prefent fituation of 
^aBairs, and after the great and general alarm which this mea- 
fure had occadoned, it ought to induce the majority of the 
Houfe to wiih) at any rate, for more time before they.al- 
lowed the bill to pafs r It never had received the confent of 
any party intereiled in Its operation; on the contrary, it 
was forced upon them all again ft their will, and in its nature 
unjuft as inr its confequences deftrudlive. There were, in* 
deed, particular times, when fuch meafures might be^hazard* 
ed with lefs danger than at others, and perhaps unfavourable 
as the fituation of the country was fame months ago, it 
might be more fo now; but we ought liot to purfue meafures 
fraught with injuftice to the people, and deceit upon the 
public, either at any period, or in any fituation what* 
foever. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt conceived that tlie point at ifiue was Mr. Pits, 
fimply, whether it was or was not necelTary to have the con¬ 
fent of ev^ry individual proprietor and ftockholder; and he 
had no heiitation in declaring that it was not neceftary.— 

The proprietors of the public funds were of two forts; thofg 
who had unclaimed dividends in the Bank, and thofe who 
were merely ftockholders, and had no unclaimed dividends. 

The hrft were allowed, l>y the provifions of the bill, three 
months to withdraw their money, and re-inveft in the 
Bank, if they preferred that fecurity to the public fecurity, 
conneiSled and de|iending upon the whole revenue of the 
country; and the fecond having no arrears of dividends, had' 
it in their power to draw their money whenever it became 
due, and place it where they pleafed; and themfore, they 
could not be aftefled by the operation of the bill. 

Mr. Dundas infifted that thofe gentlemen on the oppofite Mr. 
fide of the Houfe, who contended that the fecurity of the Dundas. 
public creditor was infured, and that more time was neceftary 
to obtain the c^y^fei^t of perfons interefted, had not fo good a 
foundation for theiry>rffumeuts as they pretended to polTefs. 

He thought, with both ms'right honourable friends, that the 
time allowed hy the bill was perfe61Iy fufficient for the public 
creditor to determine which fecurity he would prefer, %he 
Public, or that of the Bank. He replied to wh.it had been 
urged during the courfe of the difculfion concerning the Bank 
being as truftees for minors, or othefs, whofe property was 
left hy will in the Bank to tfccumulate for their ufe; and he 
thought it more reafonable to fuppofe, that perfons leaving 
money in that way, wiftiing it to accumulate, would rather 
be pleafed to have the intereft drawn regplarly, and appro* 
priated to fome particular purpofe, than* to let it go into the 
generaraggregate fund of the Bank of England, liable to be, 
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4t til* fame tim^ in cafe of certaift emergencies, brought to 
the ufe of the Bank; a circumilai^ which, of itfelf, would 
deter fome people from appointingYhe Bank to be the cnfto- , 
dees of their property, and induce them to prefer the public 
.fecurity, in which was involved the whole revenue and cre> 
dit of the nation. Mr. Dundas afirmed that no injury was 
attempted agaiiift the public creditor, and that every Of^r- 
tunity was allowed him to make choice of his fepurity. He 
introducecf the Confolidation A61, and other .meafures, as 
j>reCedents for varying public fecurity; afid he remarked, that 
the clamour which had attended this meafure, vras needlefs, 
and of no fervice whatever. The right honourable gentle*^ 
foan had, in his tifuai way, when he was at a lofs for better 
argument, appealed to the knowledge and the common fenfe 
of gentlemen Upon the abfurdity of a meafure; but he did 
not fuppofe that this would have much efiedl; on the con* 
trary, he was inclined to hope, that he ihight fucceed in his 
appeal to the Wifdom and good fenfe of the Houfe, and he 
4ruAed that they would condder the meafure, in favour of 
which he meant to vote, as not deficient in either propriety 
or jullice, 

Mr.Gtey. * Mr. Gt-^ faid, that it was inpofTjI'le to avoid adverting to 
the mode in which the rigij ho o':ri n'Jeman had cho- 

fen to reflefl upon hi*' ng- ; lios:oarahl- tor appealing 

to the comnu n (i'nfe .in k;elings of »1 < t • . f<-, \vithoi:t ad- 
ihiring fhe juflice of ho refloifiion by *!. readinefs with 
which the right honour.'ible gontleman h.nlf; ; wetlthe fame 
plan, no doubt roheeiving tha' it w.>vitd in iii . • h better and 
fairer, as‘coming, frorjj him, cli.-ingl' c, the i- arity of the 
public crcdy:or, not only without his cOux’i't, abfoluicly 
again A his wil), declared in the mo>> f'XMuf- te^ ns, as tho 
petitions on the table proved, w.-is a inealurc* on which little 
drgurtient was nf-ceflary to com ince anv man of common 
fenfe, w’ho would take the tioulde oi judging for himfelf, 
of its impropriety, injuAicc, and injurious confequences to 
the public credit of the nation ; ^and tl^ he'contended, was 
the avowed and notorious lendency-^iTt^prefent violent and 
dcAruflive meafure. Mr. Cjrey confidered the implied con- 
fent talked of by fume people as ridiculous in the extreme, 
• when it was evident, as far as it could be carried, if the pre- 
fent claufe were refuted, that the power of diAent mu A be- 
cotne totally and compUtely withhoiden from the cteditoc 
by the debtor, as well as the choice of fecurity. In conclu* 
fion, Mr. CiieV ohferved, that the country had, upon many 
occafiohs of emergency, refbrted to the Bank for loans, which 
were readily granted; yet, notwithAanding (liar he did not 
entertain the leaA'doubt but that fhe fi>me dlfpofition to 
come forwuid with afiiAance, would Aiew itfelf durntg any 
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futiire exigency of our Jfiairs, he anxioufly hoped that tlie 
period of national diftreu^ granting that it were to come at 
^ ally was far diftant. * 

Mr. Stanley, jun. fpoke againil the claufe, and totally 
approved of the bill. 

Sir fVilliam Tnung exprefledhis determination to vote againft sir 
the clauie, and infinuated an opinion, that there might be Voaeg. 
motives not quite fo diGntereAed as was generiHIy thought 
for the.oppoAtion given to the bill. He alluded likewife to 
the difavowal of the Bank Direflors, GrA, that tlic advan^ 
tage derived from floating luilances was any objedl with them, 
and afterwards, as to they and their friends Anting the right 
which they hud to that proGt. 

Sir y* St* Clair Erjkinc conceived, that all parties ii^tereA> Sir IsMcv 
ed in the operation of the bill^ were entitled to give either St. Cimr 
their confenr or diflent; end he thought tliat all Aockholders, 
as well as thofe who now were proprietors of unclaimed di> 
videndsy came under this deicription. As to the three 
months notice in the Gill, he deemed it perfcAly inadequate 
to tlie purpofe, and inconvenient and troublelbme to the 
proprietors, who muA withdraw their dividends regularly 
and whether they wiflied to do it or not; or if by abfence, 
negledl, or any miAake, they allowed the three months to 
el.apfe, then their property was feized on without their con- 
fent, and tlie fecurity of the Bank, which they had^ireferred 
to any other, was varied and transferred to the Public, with¬ 
out their having any power to diflent at the lime, or alter af- 
wards, without much trouble or expcnce. A pefTon in the 
country might have no friend in toiXrn whom be wifhed to 
truA with a power of attorney, or the manngeftient of his 
money ; in that cafe, it was a common and fafe way to let 
it remain in the t'nnk till he came to town, or wiflied to 
draw ; but if this bill p.'iflTed, that could not be done. In 
conclufjon, Sir James complained that feveral honourable 
gentlemen onjJ)£ oj^her Gde of the Houfe had, during the 
courTe of tKe debas^.^-jt^jl in every Aage of the bill, changed 
their ground, and avoided^ as much as poflible, a fair dilcuf* 

Gon of the ftihjedl 

Mr. Mitfct^ exprelTed his aAoniflimcnt that the-bill ffad 
met fo much oppofition : he could not fee the difHculties and MWord# 
inconvenienries attending its opcralicn, and thought it .t 
very eafy matter for a perfon in tlie country, who difliked 
the bill, and was pofll'Aed of unclaimed dividends, todefue 
his agent to transfer his property from tlie Public feruilry to 
the Bank Aock; Much had been urged concerning the mean¬ 
ing of the words frivolous and vexatiousj. words, under the 
application of which, the complainants againA the hill moA 
tertainfy did not deferve to fall. 

2 Mr, 
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Mr. Aid. Mr. Alderraan Watfim vindicated the Bank and Dire^ort 
WaifoD. againft what he called the unjuft an^unmerited attack which 
had been made upon them, by the miiourable Baronet who 
. fpoke laft but one in the debate. 

Sir William Young explained. 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Fftx defired to receive an explanation from an honour¬ 
able and learned gentleman who advanced the argument, or 
any other Idarned gentleman, whether a perfon -rerKiing in the 
country could, by his agent, get his ftcck transferred from 
the Public fecurity to Bank lecurity; his own idea upon the 
iubjc£l was quite the reverfe. 

Mr. Mitford appeared to entertain a contrary opinion. 

Mr. Mr. Uuffey could not help differing from the right honour- 
BttiTej. able au^ learned gentleman, who thought the public fecurity 
as good as the Bank, in the way the Public now had it; and 
he put the cafe thus : If one gentleman borrows tool, from 
another, and agrees to place value for the fecurity of the 
• lender in the h^pds of Meffrs. Hoare and Mr. Child, and af¬ 
terwards thinlts it more convenient, and propofes that one 
boufe only Oiould be fecurity, would this be the fame to the 
lender ? Now, the cafe was precifely fimilar; for at prefent, 
the public creditor had both the Bank and the Public fecu- 
tity, whereas he will in future be left with one only. Mr. 
Iluiley ftated, that (lovernmenr owed to the Bank eleven 
millions, ‘for which iliey received 330,000!. per annum inte- 
reft. He added, that he did not bluili to own that he was 
a proprietor and ftockholder, and that he argued for bis 
interefts. ' The itnpoffibility ihat the property and interefts 
of individuals could be* otberwife than materially affedled, 
when the inWefts of the whole community were concerned, 
was an opinion to which he felt himfelf fully warranted in 
adheting. 

Mr. Mr. SarjerA applauded the meafure, as well adapted to the 
Sarjent. obje 61 for which it was intended. He thought it the duty 
of every Chancellor of the Exchequer to r^ike.aJI fafe methods 
of paying off t’uch public dcbt< a^ be- leaft felt by 

the people; and fuch, in his opinion, was the nature of the 
bill in queftion. 

At length, the Houfe divided on theclaufe; 

Ayes, 45; Noes, 136. Majority 91. 

When the next claufe fell under difeuffon, 

Mr. Mr. Huffey rofe, and remarked, that the Chancellor of the 
Huffey. Exqheq uer had formerly ftated as an argument, to prove that 
the 'money to be t.iken from the Bank would be all repaid in 
one day. if demanded, that there was never lefs than 500,000!. 
in the Exchequer. •. He (hould he glad to know why this 
money could not be anplied to the public fervice, a| well as 
the floating b .lance of the money iffued for the pay^nt of 
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dividends, lince it was pMcifely the fame thing to the Public 
whether the money layJuiiemployed at the Bank or the Ex¬ 
chequer. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt anfwered, that the Tupplies voted for Mr. Fits, 
the fervice of the current year, came into the Exchequer fo 
as not only to meet the current demand, but to leave a fur- 
plus ready, to meet any unforefeen exigency. This furplus 
confifted partly in money and partly in Exchequer bills, 
which bearing no intereft till the date at which they were 
iflued, the Public could not become iofers by their lying un- 
eixtployed in the Exchequer. 

Mr. Harrijon contended, that one of the flrongeft in- Mr. 
ftances which could poffibly be produced of the impropriety BariifiM. 
of taking the floating balance out of the Bank, was the ex¬ 
traordinary means to which they were obliged to refort to 
provide for making it good ; and thefe were, pledmng all the 
money in the Exchequer, appropriated by a£l^f Parliament ' 
to other purpofes. TO repay it by Excheoue^ilis, was nei- 
tlier more nor lefs than adding 500,0CX)I. to the unfunded 
debt; and it could occafion very little diflerence to the Puh* 
lie, whether this was done in the firll inflance or the fccond. 

It mufl have a bad appearance in the eyes of the world, to 
refort to means of raiflng money which feemed to imply that 
all our other refources were exhaufled. Much had been ad¬ 
vanced during the debate on the convention, refpe^ing the 
ftrong impreflion which the facility and expedition with which 
we had equipped a formidable armament muH make on all 
the neighbouring powers. The advantage td be derived from 
that impreflion, had even been reprefented as aloud* worth all 
the expence winch the aimament had coil us; but there was 
ample caufe for apprehending that a counter balance againft 
the favourable impreflion of the armament, would anle from 
the unfavourable impreflion of the prefent meafure. 

Mr. ff’hrbitad ohkx'itA that, in h:s opinion, the circum-Mr.Whu- 
ftancenjf jTferlfllisSi^lh- Exchequer, confirmed what he had bread, 
advanced in a former debate, that Exchequer bills were the 
ultimate fecurity to the public creditor for the floating ba¬ 
lance taken by the Public. If the furplus of fupplies in the 
Exchequer confifl^d chi< fly of Exchequer bill*:, they inufl be 
the chief part of the fecurity, and that fecurity was not bet¬ 
ter, becaufe the inonev was taken from the Bank. With 
regard to the cafe put by an honourable Baronet, that were 
a perfon borrowing money on a tontine to agree with the 
lenders that the interefl fhould be paid at a Bankers, this 
^ould make pait of the contrail between the paities; when 

E lie money was iflued for payment of the intereft, the Ban- 
er jvquUV place it to account of the feveral pei Tons to whom 
e had engaged to pay it, and the bonower could not call 

back 
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track any part of it, whatever balance might be left by thoTs 

g erfons in the Banker’s hands. Su« was the fituation of the 
ank between the Public and the public creditor; but wer<f 
this ftatement of the law of the cafe erroneous, then it was 
abfurd in the Public to call for money by an a^ of Parlia¬ 
ment, which the Exchequer might call in by a legal procefs. 

1 he repert of this claufe was agreed to. 

Mt» fea. Mr* Fox obferved, tl^at he had an amendment to fuggeft 
on the preamble. Gentlemen would recolledl, that when he 
argued that the whole fum to be taken from the Bank could 
not be repaid at once, were it to he fo demanded, a right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman felt it necefiary to clear himfelf, with 
fome warmth, from the imputation of having ever faid that 
ft could be repaid immediately, m the ftriS fenfe of the 
word, and to explain that he meant only, that it would be 
repaid fo fpeedily as never to pafs beyond the day on which 
^t was deman^d* If the right honourable gentleman was fo 
jealous of his m>nour, the Uoufe ought to be equally jealous 
of theirs, and not bold out to the Public, in the preamble of 
dhe bill, what they knew to be falfe in faift. He fiiould 
therefore move to leave out the word immediate” in the 
preamble^ and infert the word ** fpeedy.” 

Iff. P.(t. Mr. Chancellor Pi/t anfwered, that the word immediate 
was ufed only in its general fenfe, and was meant only to 
imply, that payment would be made within the day on which 
it was demanded; but as he had as unavoidably as reloflantly 
entered into fuch a multitude of difputes on the bill with the 
right honourable'gentleman, and as the purport and eiFe£l of 
it were ndit to be colle^ed merely from the preamble, but 
the claufes, he Ihould, by not oppohng the amendment, avoid 
any farther altercation* 

The word ** immediate'* was {liicken out, anJ the word 
feeedy” infected. 

The bill was ordered to be engrolDd, and read a third time 
tJpon theenfuing Tuefday. */*^ * " * 

1 he Houfe adjourned* 

Monday^ l%thMatch, 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt brought up the following Meflage 
from His Majelly, which was read by the Speaker, the 
Memberk being uncovered 1 

GEORGE R. 


JFis Majcjiy thinks it tucejfary to acquaint the Ihufe of Com^ 
mottfi that the endeavours which His AlajeOy hat ujed^ in con- 
JutUfion with his alLes, to effiii a pacijtcation between Ruffa and 
the Pottet haraing hitherto been unJuecefsfuU and the conjf’quqtces , 
which m^erifi Jtotn the farther ptogufs of the being 
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big;bly mpwtma i9 the hasrf/ls ^ Bis Mff0 a/uf bit affks^ 

0nulto thsfs sf Europe in gmerot^ Nit Me^Jijjui^i it reqt^^ 
in order to add weight m'his reprejeremtons^ to mau fate farther 
augmentation of bis naval force ; and His Mej^ re&ee eet the 
zeal and affeOion of the Houje of Commons, that thej'w'M be 
ready to make good Jucb additional txpence m may be incurred by 
thefe preparations, for the purpofe of fupporting then interejis of 
His Majejifs kingdom, and of contrilmunr to the n^oration if 
general tranfutility on afecure and laJHngfoundeaton, ^ 

Mr. Pitt then moved, That this meflage be taken into 
«* confideration upon the morrow." 

Mr. Fox having declaied that a fubjei^ of fuch particular Mr.Fm ^ 
importance deferved the moft ferious attention of that Houfe, 
added, that he could not refledl, without thedeepeft concemy 
upon the circumftance of their having fallen into a fituation 
of misfortune fo hidden and fo unexpedled, after what ha4 
pafled in other cnuntl-ies, as well as at home. Reftrving 
hinifelf for the approaching confideration of the meflage^ he 
fhould, for the prefent, only beg leave to alk, whetter th«^ 
right honourable gentleman meant to do more the next day» 
than merely to mpve an addrefs of thanks to His Majefty, in 
anfwer to his meflage } If that were all, he faw nothing ex¬ 
ceptionable to fuch a motion, either the next day, cr even at 
tliat moment; but if, in the addrefs, the right honourable 
gentleman meant to include any thing like approbation, or 
the promifing to fupport the expences which His Majefty 
had been advifed to incur, fuiely the next <hty would be much 
too eatly. He trolled, that whatever confidence* the Houfe 
might have in the Miniller, they had not yet proceeded open 
confidence fo far, as to profefs themlelves ready to fupport 
the King*8 expences, without having before them any (brt of 
ground of information whatever, to enabje the Houfe to 
judg e whe ther jhe meafures leading to the neceffity of incur- 
ring'Tucfi'kx^eliiftr had been .jnftinable, or whether the fums 
wanted were likely to be wifely and properly laid out. He 
therefore wiflied to know, if the bufinefs of the next day 
was to carry them farther than a mere addrefs of thanks te 
His Majefty for his communioRtion; and whether it was not 
the intention of Adminiftration to communicate to the Houfe 
more information r 4 ifpe£ling fo ferious and alarming a point, 
than that of which they were already in pofiTcilion ^ 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt anfwentd, that if the right honour- Mr. Pitt, 
able gentleman would pleafe to recolle6l, lie muft be fenfible 
that it had not, upon any oceafion, been ufual to delay the 
confideration of a meflagefrom His Majefty longer than tlie 
negudvy; and he weft knew there were, in the prefect cafe^ 
many reafons why they fhould feize the earlieft opportunity 
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<l«Qiiiid(ii4ng His Majeft)r*t mefiage of that <1ay. H« ihouM 
tlMitfare certainly perflA ifi noviog^ that thlifub}e£l (bould 
Imi taken into coniideration upon the tlay enfuing, and any* 
Member who diiapproved doing fo, might then move to ad* 
]6ttm the confideration* Mr. Pitt ad^, that in the vote 
t 0 thanks to His Majefty, ihould it pafs, would be included 
die vnanimoos refolution of the Honfe, that they would be 
Veady to vote fuch fnpplies to defiay the cxpances likely to 
be incusred as (hould be necellary. He did not mean to enter 
at all into ai^ debate then, but there was no ground for ex* 
pedling any faither information than that contained in the 
meiTage itlclf. 

Mr. H. Mr. Henry Thornten^ having preinifed that it was not in* 
Thsrntoa tended to create an exclufive bieria Lepna Company, but 
merely to convince the Houfe that a large capital would be 
want^ to carry on a trade to this fettiement, and that there* 
/ore it would be expedient to incorporate thofe concerned in 
it, in order that they might become refponfible, with their 
fortunes, no farther than for the fums they embarked in it, 
cdiferved, that the motion would explain the other objedls of 
the bill they wilbed to introduce. He then moved, << That 
** leave be given to bring in a bill for eilabliihing a Company 
•* for carrying on trade between the kingdom of Great Bn- 
tain and the coafts, harbours, and countries of Africa; 
** and for enabling the faid Company to hold by giant from 
“ His Majefty, his heirs, and fuccofTors, and from tlie native 
Princes of Africa, a certain difli id3; of land, commonly 
“ called the Prilmfiihi of Sieira L'^ona, now vefted in His 
** MajeftjP, or btloi^ing to the faid Princes for the better 
** enabling the faid Company to carry on the faid trade.** 

lord IjOrii SheJjfkUy having remaiked that he had been deflred 
Sheffield, by a large body of his conllitueftt«, who were African mer¬ 
chants, to oppqfe the bringing in of the bill, read to the 
Houfealcttci from his conftituems, in,whigb their objec¬ 
tions were enumerated. , ' 

Colonel Colonel Tarletcn declared his intention of oppoftng the oill 
Tailcton. in a future flage, on the principle that the African trade had*, 
by two feparate afts of Parliament, been many years finefe 
laid open, and that the only convenient coaft cr port totiade 
at, was upon Sierra Leona river. 

Mr. Mr. Gafeewe ohferved, tliat he dfo fhould, in a fubfequer.t 
Gafeojne. flage, oppofe the bill, as a bill for ^ monopoly, and there^ 
^ foie not tneticing the countenance of the Houfe. 

Mr Mr. Thornton anfweied, that an excluflve trade was not the 
Thornton obje^ of the perfons applying, and that the bill did not evetl 
contain fuch a woid as ** otclofive.'* ‘ 

Lea\c! was g.rcn to bring in the bill. 

Lori 
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Lord 2 ^ 6 nht from the Sele£fc QoiAiiiitl^ vi%d #an» 
jmntttl to tfj and dattlmine thd inerttt a€ fbo potitiavi «C 
**■ kiclaaid Bcokwd, £fq»; and al(b the petition of the l^vefifl 
peifont whofe names are tlierennto fubfctibed, on behalf 
themfelves and others, being lavliil ele^rs of the borough 

Leominftei, m the county of Hereford, feverally com* 
plain ng of an undue eledlion and return for ghe laid bo¬ 
rough, informed the Houfe, that the faid Seled Committee 
have determined, ^ 

That John Sawyer, £fq» is not duly eleded a Buigefs to 
ferve m this prefent Parliament for the borough of Leo- 
minller, m the county of Hereford ; 

And alfo, that the faid Seled: Committee have deter¬ 
mined, 

That Richard Beckford, Efq. the petitioner, ought to 
have been returned a Burgefs to fer\e in this prefent Parlia¬ 
ment for the faid borough of LeominAer; 

And alfo, that the* faid SeletSt Committee have deter¬ 
mined. 

That the faid Richard B‘*ckford, Efq is duly eledled 
Burgefs to feive in this piefent Parliament for the faid bo¬ 
rough of Lrominller; 

And alfo, that the faid Seledl Committee have deter¬ 
mined, . 

That the petit on of the faid Richard Beckford, Lfq. did 
not appeal to the faid Selei^ Committee to be fiivoious or 
vexatious; * , 

And alfo, that the fold Selefl Committee have deter¬ 
mined, • 

That the petition of the faid eledlors of the borough of 
I eominder, m the county of Hereford, did not appear to the 
faid beledl Committee to be frivolous or vexatious; 

And alfo, that the faid SeledL Committee have deter¬ 
mined, 

MC il c '^lipc^ibn of the faid John Sawver, Efq. to the 
fa<ti leveral pMitions, did not appeal to the faid Seled Com¬ 
mittee to tie fniolous or vexatious. 

When the Houfe had rtfolved itfelf into a Committee of 
Supply, to which the army eftunates, prefented the 9th of 
March inllant, and the extraordinanes of the army, were 
firft, upon motion, refeired; and when Mr. Gilbert had 
uken tlie chair. 

The Scottmy at rofe, and obferved, that fome for-Seciettry 
mer remaiks which had proceeded from an honourable Ge- at War. 
neral (Burgoyne) tendered it neceflfary that he ihoulJ tref- 
^afs upon the attention of the Committee with the enume- 
ra tiopL q£ fome particular po’nts refpedting the amount of the 
pxpeaces of the inae|)endent companies, and the reafons for 
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fAiaii|. Aft tbefii comjpanvBs lUd drawn the attention 
wf chat Hoolhinto difcoffitm beforeUhe holidayi> he was ra- 
f|u»r^lad toavail^imfelf of the prefent opportonitj forex- 
phunjng idle motives for raifing thofe corps which he hoped 
to be able to do to the hitisfaction of the Committee. He 
wi(hed to bring to the recollei^ioh of the Committee the 
l^ree diftia^ and different objedtions which had Iwen ftated 
ao riieie corpi by the honourable General previouily to the 
TBCefs. ^ It had ^n ftated> that the raifing of new corps was 
an unneceffary expence; that they had given an extraordi¬ 
nary extenffon of patronage to the Crown ; and laftly,* that 
a great profufion of public money had been occafioneo by the 
aueafure. Thefe' were the objedlions which the honourable 
General had made to independent companies, and lie was 
happy to be able to anfwer each of them ; but he ffril begged 
leave toobferve, that the intention of Government, in raif¬ 
ing thele independent companies had been diiedly the reverfe 
*of the imputations conveyed in the three objedlions. It had 
been then intention to raife a certain number of men, but 
^ever to raife new corps, nor to increafe the patronage of the 
Crown, nor to occafion anv profufion of public money. He 
would endeavour to Hate fairly what the meafure itfelf really 
was. At the time the meafuie had been adopted, it wa^ in- 
difpenf^ly neceflary to raife a very large body of men with 
the utroou expedition, and at . ny rate more fpeedily than 
the general way of raifing men would admit; and looking at 
what ha4 been done on former oebafions, particularly in the 
courfe of the laft wac^ he faw nothing but expence and pa¬ 
tronage nxthe modes then r^forted to, and thence he bought 
the meafure which had l>een adop’ed was the heft pnfRble 
mode of attaining the objeilFf, and that it might be ea<i*y juf- 
tified. Sir George here entered into a detail on t e bufinefs 
for the purpofe of fhewtng that it was not at all lubiedl to 
cither of thofe bbje^ions which had been fiited by (nneral 
Burgoyne. He remarked, that 570-^ r^ysuifT wtiV*1[*.nfed in 
little more than a month, at loi 5d. per man; and that 
therefor^ the total expence of thefe men amounted to little 
more than 57,000!. This number of troops ven* laif dat a 
time whtn the public fervice prelied very luiid foi them. Sir 
George alfo enumerated the Captains and T leutenants. and 
after calculating all the expences, made the additional ex¬ 
pence to the hilf pay amount to 8,580!. He truflrd, thiht 
when gentlemen fairly and candidly confidered the fubjed, 
all the imputations which had been made bv the honourable 
General would be done away , but he cbuld have willied 
that tbefe imputa'tions had not be<*n made at all. He dife^ 
claiin-d any inrention whatever of extending the psJLfiysuge 
of the Cl own, of raifing new corps, or of throwing away 



tlie public money; mcoii^non» bo^proAcKSMftlNt 
lowing ftring of refolutions^ and moT^ the afl)m 
guiarly: 

1551^871* 58, 5<1. for reduced officers of land forcei tod 
marines, for 1791. 

10,0001. on account of reduced officers of independent 
companies. 

21 ah 14s. yd. for allowances to reduced hoHk guards* 

55,0921. 10s. for account of reduced officers of AmericMl 
forces, • 

4,907!. I os. for allowances of reduced officers. 

3,1611. 10s. lod. for officers late in the fervic^ of the 
States General. 

9,7101.4b. 3d. for penfions to widows of commiffioned 
officers. 

174,167] 4s. 3id. for penfions of Chelfea Hofpital* 

5,9111. 4s. 3d for Scotch roads. 

335,234!. Iris foivextraordinaiy expcnces of landforcesi . 
30,09^1 for fubfidy to the Landgrave of Hefle Ctdelj, 

'J he Secretary at War havidgf fat down, 

General Butgoyne aAied him, whether he did not mean do Ceesnl 
fiate, on fhe (tde of public credit, the fums for which the Burgeynt 
former cominiiTions of the officers promoted tn tlie indepen¬ 
dent companies wf>re now on lale^ 

The S^ecretary at War rofe again; acknowledged that met* 
fure, and. from a paper in his hand, calculated that the fav* 
ing would be, from twenty-four to forty thoufand pounds or 
more. • 

General Burgoyne then proceeded to r^all to the recollee* 
tion of the >!ou(e, the circumflances that pail'dd relative to 
the prelent (juellion. , 

In a debate upon the Army Eftimates beforeOhriilinas, he 
had Hated the levy of the independent companies to be the 
moillavilli 111 point of economv, aiiti the moH indefrafib}# 
in4ME>:' ** a 1 •niilitary principle, that ever was biought forwaid 
by office. • IJe'^as called upon by theChjncelio> of he E** 
chrqurr, to maintain that propofition upon a future day^ 
when the Houfe might be better prepared for the fubje^,..~ 

It was not hib fault that the day did not arrive fooner; ivwras 
a p6int of honour not to let it flip when it fl.ould arrive^ 
though he bad little expedlacion of farther ufe to the Public, 
than that of holding out a warning and caution for times 
that moll men thought, and hoped, to he remote. The 
events of this day fet this difcuffioii in a moie impoitanC 
light. The Minifler had brought i meflage from the I’hrone, 
indicating a new war; the Secretary at War ha* taken th# 
occafi on to exprefs himfclf fo wedded to the meafure of itide<« 

peuueut 
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tf li dttt t tib&t he rect>ttiii)end it agaio when* 

9itMr jmW* le^ required.» He (the General) bad 

liyer then a new claim upon the-attention of the Houfe, upon 
kfie cf>^>r 0 ilef of that; meafure, (to ufe the honourable Se* 


cretary’s own term) the renewal of which ieemed to be 
ininent. He was at iflUe with the honourable Secretat y. If 
Wliat he liad to lay before the Houfe was ill founded in fa€t» 
or wcydc in argument, he (hould throw himfelf upon the can* 
dor of the Houfe, under the apology of an honeA‘intention: 
if, on the contrary, the meafur^ as now explained and 
defended, fhould appear to be as falfe in principle, and as 
pernicious in execution, as he had before ftated it to be, he 
had no doubt of the honourable Secretary, however wedifeS 
to his former opinion, giving way, or being controlled, and 
the Public and the army being relieved from any apprehenfion 
of a repetition of fuch errors. 

The General begpd leave to re flate, verylhortly, the 
prominent points of his charge in t^p former debate, not 
one of which (as he conceived) had been fatisfafloriiy an* 
fwcred, after all the time takdb for deliberation. 


•In forming the peace eflablilhmenr, the point In conilde- 
ration was, whether to maintain the numtier of men that 


were to compofe it, in as Anal] a number of regiments as 
poffible, which would have been the more economical plan $ 
or a far greater number of regiments, with a fmall propoi- 
tion of private men to each, which was the more expedient 
nlan, upon the principle, that having the officers, cominif* 
ilon and non-comraiflion, ready, an army ofeiFedive flrength 
for war would be rdtred,*upon an emergency, at very Ihort 
notice. Wd had, therefore, during the pe.nce, an army of 
oQicers; not a Angle new officer was neceflary for an aug¬ 
mentation of ten, or even of fifteen thoufand men. Tliat 


pofition would not be cHfputed. The ground of argument 
for the le\y of new officeis, on the former occafion, and on 
this day, wa«, that men were not to he had h^L CMMOon 
means, or the ufaal bounties and mo ’es of resulting. That 
judgement was precipitately formed; no fair trial was given 
ifo the recruiting of the old corps. Men, it was laid, did 
^lOtCome in fo fail as the f-rvice required, at five guineas a 
man.—Supp jfe ten had been given, (a bounty that will be 
proved fir fliort of what thefe companies cofl) was there a 
Colonel of an o’d regiment who would not have pledged 
himfelf to comjilete ii at that price, if given without compe* 
t-ti n of new' coips, at higher price ?—-Dut why were not 
other encouragements to the recruiting fervice tried—encou- 
raftrinents moie efficac.ous than money? From theVeign 
of Queen Anne, theie bad been more than twenty of 
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parliament for tSiis Mtaipvfraf^ <pttr(»ei;ix 

Ibltlieri, after their di(^'arge> nad theimfriuge cfSntkig Up 
fradea in any town or city, without hang a fseamoM^ 'or 
foiving an apprenticefliip; by oiiheB»,*th^ were eieppted 
from bardenfomO pariih offices, and in* .the militia; 

but the greated; edcooragement of all,* one founded vtp 0 m 
juft ice, humanity, and every other principle oCfjpnmdpoucyv 
was to enlift for a term of years, or to the end of the war. 
Many other encouragements of former times might have 
been tried. What an example was given. In a war withih 
the remembrance of many men prefent, of perfons of hif^ 
rank, property, and influence, taking old corps under their 
patronage, attending the recruiting drum in perlbn, and 
filling up the ranks with the true ftou for an army! Not the 
refufe of thefe ftreets, but the yeomanry of the country^ 
ierving upon principle, upon fpirit, and upon attachment.*-* 
Why was not this fpirit called for ? 'VV^hile thefe means were 
negletfted. Office had no right to fay* men were not to bS * 
had. Would the Minifter fay, men were not to be had for 
the old ‘regiments upon an exigency like the laft? If fo, 
would he juftify the having formed the prefent peace efta^ 
liftiment exuflly upon the model of the laft, viz. that of re¬ 
taining officers fufficieitt for fifteen thoufand men more than 
the peace complement ? Knowing, from late experience, 
that tlivy could not he raifed by orcUnary modes, but think¬ 
ing it enough to fi»ti&fy the Houfe that the Secretary at War 
might he depended upon for a conftancy in the paeafiire to 
which be was wedded, and that he would be ready again to 
eifefl the levy, by adding three hundred officersuo thofe al¬ 
ready fupernumerary, at theexpeiice to the nation of above 
two bundled thoufand pounds. 

The General next proceeded to confider the levy of ibd 
independent companies, upon military principle. V\ hat was 
the critet ion of ail officer’s pretenfions ?~Money. At the 
opening of a war-*with a half-pay lift that would fill a vo¬ 
lume ; with* regiments abounding with officers of meilt; 
with a complaint (for fuch, however unjuftly, had been 
thrown outj of want of alacrity in the recruiting lervios ; 
for a fpur tomilitaiy fpirit, a plan comes foith h^r deflroy- ' 
ing every claim of fenioiity, for fuppretfing evfry idea of 
emulation, except inexjMsnce; and money, mon-y, is held 
out as the only poffible fpiing of a foldier’s piomotion.—— 
What had been the nitural confequence ? I.et gentlemen 
read the paper upon the tablet they would find the offers 
of about an humlred and forty Lieutenants had bet n nccepteil 
for raifing companies; about forty had retradled. T‘h*‘y would 
i wd4 iie oldeft Lieutenants fit forfervkse in the milicnry hft^ 
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17711 ^ *rlHc 1 i ihallonly find among 
iMl. Capcate% thence to 1778> there are 

lhrae;r^ *77^ there is oiie:<^from thence to 1785, them 
Sin fifty-t«ro$ making in the whol^ fifty-eight. « 

Frum thi6 ftacementt perhaps fome attention to fcniority 
might be pleaded ; hot mark the feqoel. Of Lieutenants, 
IkotB the ygar 1785, makii^ above foorfcore in number, 
twelve are fo young as 1788, two years before the. levy; fix- 
teen fo young as 1789, one year before the levy; and eleven 
fo young as thd year 1790, confequently not fix months be* 
&re the levy. Add, hnfigns of the Guards, and Cornets of 
Dragoons, 'feven, and it Ixcame demonfiration, that nearly 
an hundr^ officers were put over the heads of all the Lieu¬ 
tenants in the army older than 1785. Would the Houfe 
know to what numMr thofe Lieutenants amounted—witli- 


out counting invalids, artillery, engineers, marines, or half 
pay , they amount to no lefi than five hundred and fixty-fix. 
vVllat a fuperceffion f and upon what *an avowed principle! 
Thefe had money; thofe had only fervices 
^ The next thing to advert to, was the efiimate of the ex¬ 
pence, a very di&rent one from that which the Secrctai y 
at War had uatcd, yet one not to be contradiSed. 


X.evy money of each company, at 31.3s. £. s. d<, 

a flianf 99 mf'n rank and file - 311 17- O 

Half pay of Captain, Lieutenant, and 
Enfign, at about 10s. a day, valued at 
‘' 10 yealb purchale * * ^>825 o o* 

2,136 17 o 

One hundred companies - - 213,685 o o 

Additional levy-men of 2I. ss. for three 
companies^ raifed by Captains on half 
pay ... • 623 14 (D 


214,30® 14 O 

Dedud the value of the ha^f pay of the 
faid three companies, at ten years pur- 
Tthafe - - « 2,737 10 o 

Total expence of the levy * * 211,571 4 O 

Which fum, divided upon ten thpufand 

men, is, per man - - ’ 21 5 i| 


But to admit, for the fake of argument, even the calcu¬ 
lations of the Secre'tary at War himielf, in point of expence, < 
were no offers made to Covernment more economics? tjhsn 

even 
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<^f aKi^bM^/ai aMf4|!Mrtlj|ft)l' 

raeVe^'otfi#! potfUof clmralSIar'^tlieit^ 

^teTil^ aiit^ ought to cl^te Mthht&m 
vernmeHf. 'tit * tneant Lori 'l 

that iioble LoM'^Was,'to raife 
tiey^ or other' iexpence 'tb GoyOrritheht, aiitd 
neatly, if not the'wholei of tl^jolllcefb ffom.'t^ 

^T^e objects of rliO' riobleXoril iltiiliDnoizir'co f&is he^. 

^hc objed of ferving the Public at' an Oiit^tH^^ 
upOn true military principle, was^that of rroj^ring tO .bfi^l^ieO 
fervice the officers of his late rOp;itiient, rodaced^at the 
men'of tried and confirmled pierit. Whom He could 
wife aflid. "I'he non -com.miffion ofiicei;^ a'ftil great 
the private men of the faiiie regiment, eq-bally *9ttache§t^t^' 
noble Lord, were ready, in the north of Ireland, 'to'SoCkto 
their old colours. The regiment would havb beeii nh'hie- 
diately complete, without arty future Ihcreale to the'hiallf^ 
pay, w'ithout danger or impediment to the recruiting fervice 
in England. I^t the HouTe re'fle£l upon what pdifiHle prin¬ 
ciple fuch a prqpofal could be rejected ; let them then 'Chn^- 
pare the meafure that took place inftead of it. Ooe ci'rcuni- 
llance of it, and a very paradoxical one, has not beeb obfenied 
upon, viz. that the contraft, fo injurious to the Public, was 
at the fame time fo hard upon the contraffors, above 
forty of them relinquiihed th'C undertaking foon after thh 
outfet, and many of thofe who continued, had to complain 
of partiality and injuilice. The time given to thb Captai^ 
for the levy was three months; and upon'condition of thi^ . 
refpcflive companies being completed, and approared, withbl 
that fpace, they becamp entitled to twenty monrhs oH^reckdfl;^^ 
ings for cloatbing, &c. The heavy contingent expences of' 
the levy accrued at the outfet, viz. hiring drummers, fifers,- 
and feveral other neceiTary perfons of the^ recruiting traded 
and conveying them to their feveral Nations; making up 
jackets, and other articles of what is called flop-cloathing, 
&c. all this the Captains undertook, upon the faith oPhettig 
indemnified by tlie.receipt of the ofF-reckonings. The re>* 
cruiting wn® ftopt in one month ; and from all prelent appoer- 
aiices, the lofs of preparation in all the companies, not fuffi- * 
ciently advanced in numbers to come within the new regu¬ 
lation for being accepted, will fall upon theC'aptains. 

In regdrd to partiality and favour in the railing men, the 
General faid he fliould be happy, if the honourable i^ecretary 
could refute many of the ftories that were in circulation. He 
ihotild mention fuch circumftancesonly as he could aflert to be 
true. By the letter of fervice, “ no man was to be enlifted 
•••■afnibr five feet five inches high ; no^||P|^r fixteen years of 
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^ho adtierad 
«rar« 0 ^'Stipes of their obedience: 
the better informed, (from whence 
infienoMiUon came he d}d pot pretend to fay) certainly 
W^ke tlwneogh all reftridtions, but particulerly that refpe^- 
jt% tbitty years.of age. The General affirmed he would un- 
dertallb to prove there were Captains who were permitted to 
Wntw inv^ids; invalids adfcually belonging to companies 
i}pon garrifon duty, and who had neceffiirily been difcharged 
lirom the artny as unfit for fervice. ' * 


Th'e*General next adverted to the cafe of the fubalterns. 
^hy were the LieutenantSv and Enfigns who fpiritedly, in- 
dnflriovfly, and honourably, had completed their quota, to 
be fumed over to the pitiful indemnification of felling their 
men to the Captains t Why had they not the commiffions 
to Vthich, by the contiadV, they had a right ? It was to fave 
appearances, this niiferable money traffic was fnhftituted; to 
keep down the half pay, at the expence of jufiice. 

The General faid he fliouid foibear to dwell upon the 
feene with which the execution of the con^radls ended. It 


was a iact*between cum, s, falefmen of fit fl», drivers of hu- 
bnan cattje, fpeculators, and jobbers; a difgrace to the army, 
and a re, roach to the State. 

7'he General hoped that noth ng he had faid would be 
conllrued to convey the fmallefi TeiV*<^ion upon the officers 
concei neVl ; he knew^fomeof gieat merit; he was not inform¬ 
ed »'f dement in any Th* giievance upon fen’for office! 
jand the pradt'ces he had liued in iccuiiting, were the evils 
of the 1*1.111, and ;iot ipiputable to the contrit^ors. On the 
contiary, tpanv of them, fubalturns in pjiticular, weie moft 
undefervcdly fuff rers. 

The Genetal then called the attention of the Houfe parti¬ 
cularly to the itnorecedentrd meafuie which had been adopt¬ 
ed, uiidar the colour of faving, vi/. th.tt of ictliiig the mili¬ 
tary patronage of the Ctown. “1 he honouuhle Secretary 
had avowed, that the prior commiffions of officers wlTo fuc- 
ceeded t.' tank in thef independent companies wore to be 
fold, and tin money brought to the public account; and ap- 
pljufe to Miiulitrs was cxpertid, no doubt, not onlv in 
* pcMt of economy, hut alio of chfinteu Pednefs, m relinrjuiih- 
Mig fo much pattonage as the gift of tlufe commiffions 
Would hi.’i kit ill til It hands. Such a pat onage, heowned, 
ivould h.. .'t Im .-II (iioimous ; the money tr.iffiche h.id alre.idy 
finked \v s **.oann.ihk ; but all the evil refuliing, or tljat 
could h. \e 1 lulr.ih foin c^ne or the oth^r, was trivial, and 
as nolhiin/, v'len compaied to the precedent of fetting va- 
CTiit con»nn Mill's up to file, foi* the benefit df the Crown or 
oi the Public. It alike fuhvetfive of military and-st^en- 
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tinoed th^ G«nerd) have hitherto ^een 
and noble, fyftem uniting with general martial ar£w^H|||i 
love of their country, and a nice fenfihility of ptly ati y 
nour. This principle carried them through the hs^d 
tude of military life; the confcioufnefs of having never fwerv*^ 
ed from this principle, brought comfort to the evening o((c 
their days, under broken conftitutions, and broUSen fortuties* 
When Miiiiilers check, or divert, or ^uifetoeocoiuBigethis 
principle, they know not what they do* It is tbe^ue tie 
by which a nation can hold its milrtary finrVants; to couil* 
teradl it, is a want of policy, as well as of fentiment i but 
what fhall we fay of meafur^ that go farther than tixe meig 
deftiu^ion of this piincip1e;*that go to fubftitnte in its|dace 
the meane{l;,^the mod vulgar, and the moil fordid of human 
paflions—Money—money, the criterion of military pieten- 
lions I Money, the price of the King*s grace and prote^ion! 
V/e hive ieen the War Office degraded to a Brokct^s lhops» 
Were this traffic to continue, the deiks of the office would 
be b..'tter filled from Exchange Alley, than by the worthy 
gentlemen who now fit there. In this traffic, what ehante 
will (land the younger fons of the bell families iii the king* 
clom, which are the true fupply for officering an army^— 
What will be their profpc^l in competition with the ions of 
a Broker, a Contia&or, or a fortunate keeper d^a lottery- 
office * What lets chance flill will there be for another clafs 
of valuable candidates for commiffions—the fons of fuch of¬ 


ficers as I juft now alluded to; men whp haveTpent their 
befl years and their pateinal fortunes in the iervice; vete¬ 
rans, who have been ufed to reafon upon honeft confidence 
that their zeal would be repaid by the proteil^ion of Govern¬ 
ment to their offspring; with honeft pride that their boys 
had blood and education to deferve it Commiffions to men 


of this defcription are debts of juftice frcrni the State; but 
whal would be tHb anfwer upon this new fyflem i Where is 
your mondy ? Commiffions! they are funk in the new 
ways and means—in the Stock Exchange of Whitehall.—- 
One would plead, his father loll a liinh at fuch a battle; an^ 
other, his father had an eye heat out at fuch a fiege. Why, 
Sir, the clerks would laugh in their faces; legs and arms bear 
no pi ice, they would be told ;—we cannot hate you a gui¬ 
nea for a whole charnel houfe of old family hone ; we have 
had an hundred independent companies; they ha\e coll the 
nation from two to two hundred and fifty thouland pounds ; 
who kndws how many more may be wanted ! We mull have 
k a fet-olF for the Houfe of Commons; w here is your mo¬ 
ney .V 
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apitt the jG^eral thoog^it great 
tpoch it, becaufe, if 
l/it; ilroul4 ^ taKen up Hj geoitletnen much more 
It It. , meant, th^ the meafpre of ielhng the 
^WiiGE[oii.9f perfealy unconftitutiona|, in the 
ra(fin£; money indepeiidently of iParliament* We 
hlei^^ with a Kin^g, in whofe hands the conftitution 
ii)rg^t*:|fe; nor did he mean, though he oppofed the pie^nt 
Minifters, to indnuate they had deigns ag'iind it; but it 
was in ilgood times, when there was no caufe for fufpicion, 
t^jat the Houfe ought to be cautious of innovation; and he 
|aw no reaibn, why a wicked Mmifler hereafter might not, 
nBOs} this precedent, advife a fale ot military rank, by bre- 
to any extent. 

After reftuig fome time upon this fubj<^, the Cjcneral 
concluded with faying, that m whit he had 1:1^4 h foie the 
Houfe, he had been actuated by a feeli g which he fliouid be 
afhamed not to pollHs; but lie hcpid he had fpo* cn without 
^ifrefpedl; or incivility tor any min. lie did not know whe¬ 
ther ne was to addrefs that prutclfion to tlic prefent or the 
a^fent. It was the mi«fortune of thr iimy, and ol the na¬ 
tion, to have no viGblc military adviiwr of the Ciown *1 he 
honourable Secretary, it was true, flood forth a volunteer 
the laft year, to anfwer for the condutfl of the in htary dc- 
partmenti* it was a gallant uiidei t iking, ard gillintly the 
honourable Secretary had gone ihiougli it in the piefent m- 
-iiance. He would, neverthelels, adMfe the honouiaide Se- 
cfetaiy, (and it was no unfriendly counfel) upon the next 
augpnentation, to cfall itr other afliicance If theie was to be 
no Commarfder in Chief, there was yet a Board of War—a 
moA refpedlable Boaid ofGenenl Officers, not one of whom, 
excepting the unworthy individual then fpeaking, was not 
qualified to give found and fufficient opinion in the greatefl 
points of the military efiablifliment. That Board was fte- 
qi enlly fummoiied; it was frequently employed to confider 
of hats and halberts, and other very necefiary but fmall ob¬ 
it i^s of the fervice ; but it could not pafs without ohfei vation, 
that when a confideration of the magnitude of a levy of fif- 
tei» thoufand men was in queflion, a Boaid of War-Office 
^cleiks fe mtd to have been thnuglit the more proper council. 
He mitancid a noble Duke at the head of the Ordnance, 
who, w itli all Ills knowledge and weight in his department, 
had not difdained to call in (uch council. He recommendt d 
to the homurable Secretary to follow the example, and prp- 
1 ounce 1, that for want of it, the firA mtafute of the inde¬ 
pendent companies had been founded in wanton prodigality, 
tlicJiA n d igiaceful parfimony. 

•‘The 
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The Secritarf at lii;ei»^«imc«'S«Mii^ 

ing to the fuppofed Jbftice* of the* idta, ^thet to ooafitft the at War* 
Boaid of General Officers on every ^ccafiop, cofild not ho 
improper; and he apprehended that to pot'the coounoOd of 
the army into comtniffiori, which Bich perpetual cohfultO« 
tions mu ft abfolntely eftc^ would prove as onconilitutmaal 
as any point which tl>e General hi^ allodi^ 

againft the mode of levyirw the independent companies* The 
War Office had never ot^the language unputed th it by the 
honourable General. Officears, on appkk^ there* had ne* 
ver been told, Bring us the tnon^<^;But the uniform 
language was, « The Fpbhc wants iJitiS^d Wanta them 

immediatefy, If youcan give gs ti^rbi^dui^ifcesatOrOtaM 
« rely on, that you have the means of raijEbg the ntwehen 
« for which you are willing to engwe, within ajlimhed 
*< time, you will do an eflential ferv^ to ycoroonnCryt 

but we rtqueft, thit you will undertake nothing which 

you are not certaimot being able to execute.** Such had** 
boi n the language of the War Office. No qoeftion was 
alked, with a view to giN mg rank to one officer'in preference 
to another; and if the honouiable Gcneial knew of kny ini 
ftance of fuch partiality, he requefted him to ftate it. W^th 
regard to the terms of tlie letters of feivice having been dif- 
penlul With in particular inftancis, by paffing men above 
the age prefenbed, he hud beard of no example of this kind, 
nor di 1 It fall within his department to obferve «. This he 
knew, that the officer under whofe inf[)edu)n the men wete 
topai«, (Colonel Fox) was an officer, of whonT, without 
naming liiin, he might he allowed to fiy, that ogein vhom 
confidence might be moie pioperly repofed, could not have 
been appointed. Under that officers infpe«£lion, he did not 
believe that any fuch irreguiniity bad taken place, much lefs 
that It hnd I een allowed partially, or as a matter of favour 
to any individual. 1 he fale of the commiffions, which bad 
been fo much infiftrd on, were not taken out of the com¬ 
mon com fe,* which hs conceived to be a fall atulconp^ 
anlwcr to_,all which had been faid agamft it lh‘ whole, 
then, amounted to this, that the recruiting of tin old 
ments went on fo flovviy, as made it evideii" tl it th' n c.^- 
fary number of men could not be o’ tamed n* '..u t’ t* lime 
■ required, and Ciovnr iment had recuiud to t nh nk; en- 
dent companies as tlit leaft expeiifiye, i id tlu uioiL cftidtual 
remedv. 

'Ibis lipfaid, tliry hal done with no view to incinfn'^ 
patronage; for, the companies, as faft as they weie r.nfid, 
iWere to he attached to old regiments aovi to b' enqdoyed as 
the r-crujtingcompmies of the regiments on j«D.ual ii rvice. 
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tellii&oii; togallantry attd the pub* 
Sic cl chc noble Lord (Rawdon) whom the honourable 
Gctira had mentioned as Coring to raife a regiment; hut 
tlw Committee would Kcoliaft, that the noble Lord flipu- 
bned for the appointment of all the officers; and he could 
not fee what did^ence it made to the Public, whether the 
Colonel of a regiment, or the Crown, nominated the of- 
Scers. 

Geaeral General Bwrgapu difairowed having glanced, in the moft 
Baigoyae temote degree, at any failure in the condud of Colonel 
Fox in paffing recruits. He fpoke of Colonel Fox in the 
higliefe terms of praile, and explained, that nv the inAance 
to which he had alluded of enlifting inv tlids, the men had 
not come under the infpefiion of Colonel I ox. 

The right honourable Secretary, the General fa id, muft re* 
colled, that the officers of the regiment which Loid Raw> 
don Q^red to raife, were all, except one, to be taken from 
*~rhe half pay, without being raifed to ^inv higher rink than 
they held before; fo that the half-pay liA would have been 
relieved in the in ft inftance, and no addition made to it 
when the raiment was reduced It was iinguhr, that the 
Board of General Officers ihould be confulted on ti ifting al> 
terations of arms and cloathing, and yet be coniideicd as 
unfit to advife on the beft mode of lecruiting the army. Cer¬ 
tain, however, he was, that if they wt^re to bectniulted, 
the railing of independent companies, on the principle of the 
laft, would prove a meafure upon whicli, leaft of all others, 
they/rould beftowtheif encomiums. 

Lord Lord Filing remarked that, m his opinion, the two moft 
Fielding, advifeable ihodes of recmiting the arm\, on an emergency, 
were, fiift, by appointing an additional }<ield Officer to each 
regiment. It was well known that the Colonel was, in ge¬ 
neral, fcarcely more than the proprietor of a regum nt, and 
had very little to do with the command of it; and, on ac¬ 
tual fervice, one or both of its Field Officers was often at a 
diftance from it. The appointment of a third Field Officer 
would, therefore, prove a general advantage; and by this 
alone, with the feveral promotions to winch it would make 
' an opening, a very confiderable number of recruits might be 
expeditioufiy obtained. 1 he fecond mode was that idop ed 
by William Duke of Cumberland, a.gieat, though not al¬ 
ways a vidloiious General, of adding a lecond buttilion to 
old regiments. 

Having had, he obferved, the honour of raifing a company 
in the late war, which, as well as the regiment to which it 
belonged, was complete, he could, from his own experience/ 

affirm. 



affirm, that men iiWiaipeditioqiy obttlned 
regiments. 

Colonel Tar^fen remarlus<l» tlu)t it «fts evident^ from the Co1<hwI 
able arguments which had been urged on that «fide the Tarlcton. 
Houle, and the little anfwei which bad^been gt?tn ^om the 
other, that the mode adopted was an ifiiprb|«r mode ^ 
raifing men fur His Majefty’s army* Tlie meagre ftated^ 
his right honourable friend, at the end of the war, as a » 
peiCL eA.ibliihment, was what would have beft fitted the 
finances and general fituation of the country. It had been 
contended at that time, by the honourable gentlemen now oa 
the other fide, that it was proper to reduce the at my to a 
fkekton in point of ftiength, without reducing their nads- 
btrs. This fyfiem had been in confe^uence adopted; but it 
had of la^e been departed from, and a mode porfued in its 
fit id, which was pregnant with mifchief to the lervice^ and 
dangerous to the conftitution of the country. There wa^. 
no Commander in Chief, who might be refponfible to the 
countiy; whence no encouragement was given to the old 
regiments to recruit their former vigour; bu^ accordmg to 
the novel fvfiem adopted at the 'War Office, independent 
compmies wtie to be raifed, and this was hoilden out as the 
bell and moft expeditious way of obtaining recruits for the 
army. If, infieid of young officers, the Colonel# of the 
old regiraent« had been called upon, would they not ha'!^e 
taken the mofi eiFedlual means for enfuring foccefs to the 
public ieri ice ^ Would they have been forgetful pf all tlie 
reputation ind glory they had formerly acquired in theafmy > 

Another elTential point to be obferved was, that the differeat 
m irclimg regiments had been named from thedid^rent coun¬ 
ties of rngland, and would not thofecounties have been for- 
w ird in funiiniing recruits to their own regiments, than to 
the crimps|g{brokers in commiffions ^ By holding Out patro¬ 
nage to yoii^ men at the commencement of the fervice, the 
War Office had occafioned great profufion and unneceiTary 
expence. The other fide of the Houfe had aflerted one 
thing, and th it fide had aiTerted another. The other fide of 
the Hoafe now declared that the independent companies wem 
defigned to have been incoiporated into the old regiments. 

Rut, from reafon md calculation, the Colonel flattered him* 
felf ill It h-* could h ive proved, that if this country had been 
in\o vfd III a wai, thofe corps wouhi have lemained as m- 
d pintknt compmies, and would have gr .* y extended the 
pitrona^jp of IJiS Maieftv’s Miiufter<! He lepiohatid the 
nicniurc as one of thefiightful features ot that cunduil which 
h id en led in an obnoxious convention. He aiked, it twenty 
guineas a man were to be given at the commencement of a w ar, 

where 
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It price} ibine years 
, tqqtmued i l|e ot>fer^, that they colleded the 
otiisj^s ^ i«a(hiuegl oitheir Iflteftors fimn hiltory; but 
l»y|Mi»r(efiidicli4tervationf they trere able to fpecnlate aod en¬ 
quire ioto the chara<B.er of tl^ir contemporaries: and when 
tha ei^ience of a tew yeais fl^ould have drawn aiule the 
Ftifi^WHidGiW beenattfttlly placed between the convention 
and tiieraldic; when poftertty (he bad nlnioft faid modem 
ihpvld have an opportunity of fifungi and examin- 
iof t0 the bottom} a meafure founded in ignorance and de- 
Ipl^ihy nsyilery} they would condemn it on every pnn- 
CffAl oCiuftiee and true policy. The tew thoufand pounds 
iOctirtw by the mealure then under conGdeiation, was only 
thendyance guard of expence; the main body would foon 
loliow: and he muft beg leave to aik, what c'lmpenfition a 
little vybale oil or whale bone could poflihly prove, for the 
goormo^s expenditure of thieeoi four millions lleiling. 

Colonel Fitzfauuk confidered the refolution tlien moved} 
as the fulled eonhrmition of his own opinion on the fubjedt; 
and bis own«opinion was well known to the Committee.— 
With regard to what h>d been uiged concerning the nec&flity 
for a Commander in Chief, and of there being at all times 
fome one man in a iltuafion refponhble for the conduifl; of 
the army, and of all iitihrary affairs, he wis fully convinced 
of It, and could mty hm nt, rhit the rights of the army 
were-entrofb d to civil hinds hcciufe whenever that was the 
cair/ without mean ng to rede£l upon the p c fe it, more thin 
ant Other War Office, he wis fuisfitd thit injury ind in- 
juwee mui piove the unavoidable refuit to the proreffion. 

Colonel tSoaree declaied, that it was impoffible for him to 
have liAened to the. juff and liberal rematka of the honouiible 
General (Burgoyne), without riling to add his feeble telli* 
mony to ail which he had advanced concerntn|pLord Raw- 
don, and to do the noble Lord the juftice to <iy, th it, to his 
knowledge, he pofieded every virtue which couU ornament 
a foldier and a gentlemin. He was n it awife th it Lord 
RawJonh off'*r hid been on fucli terms as weie ftiied, but 
believed thit all thenfficeis, his brother alone excepted, 
who was in oUtcer of gie.it merit in the iervice, were pro- 
poled*oh'» taken fiom theha'fpiv lift Colonel Snneoe 
1 the u^oal n o^es of r cruit ng, which he fii I wcie 
t' 1 )< , (*iu bv wi\ of leff'mental tecruitng, the other by 
J.IV • « r ink to 1 men of Ip rit and fortune, as would rake 
It up n co idili in of i iifing a certiin numbei of men. With 
regird to ilu hifl, iheofficersuponth.it duty were obliged 
to rehifc ill but luch men as would anfwer a particular de- 
fcnpiion, becauie they could not ftand the nfqae of having 
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her of men, it «riH worth th^ white to Ha kll^thl4|«e^ dt 
rather, by the large bounties they gnre^ to nitf 

nfque. Much had been obfetred concerning thofeoNScefi 
who offered their ferviceg, on the plea that ttoir fatht^ an4 


relatives had diftingpiihed themfelves in the atiny; fodrniell 
ought, in his min{ ever to be confidered as the ehilihwi tif 
the Public; fore he was, for he had known teveial in^ifCM^ 
of It, that they were always cherilhed, affifted, and encaHlI 
raged by ^he other officers, who gave them the heft Sdi^ 
on all occafions. Upon the whole, the Coiond fatd, 
muft, in fo many words, give it as his opinion, that the 
mode of recruiting by railing indejiendent companies Was hi 
cafes of preffing emergency, extremely defirabls ftocetbe 
being by thoO* means enabled to raife ten thoufand men on f, 
fudden, when not a foufth of the number could hofirocund 
I in the reguhr way of regimental recruiting, mi^k have a 
ftnking effiedl upon our enemies, and give thwn a ftrong 
impreflion of the a^ivtty, vigour, and f pint of the country. 
The afual mode of accepting offors to raifo men, by thoic 
who did not expefV to riie higher than the rank of Captains 
of companies, he believed, was, to enquire if the •parties 
were fore of any fortune or allowance over their pay ; be- 
caufe It niufl, he fhould imagine, lie obvtous to the whole 
Houfe, that regimental pay was not adequate to th^fuppj^ 
of aiy iuhaltetn officer; and if officers of approved merit hmlk 
no fuch means of eking out their military incoroef an auge^ 
mentation of their pay moft certainly muftdeferve theferious ( 
and benevolent conllderation of the Houfe. 


JColonel Hartley contended that it was finking at the very Colonel 
root of an army, to adopt, at the commencement of a war. Hartley, 
luch a mode of recruiting as raifing new corps. He had 
known a man who ftoul^ at one tims have been glad to 
; take three guineas levy megoey in the regul ir courfe of re- 
icruiting, who had lefufed to take eight of a recruiting fer- 
jeant, after be difcovered that independent companies were* 
to be raifnl. ' 


Lord Fielding urged the mifcbievous confequences of giv- Lord 

ing fuch large bounties at the commencement of a war, as Fielding 
were known to be offered by the agents of thole who had 
rank for raifmg a certain number of men 

- lyii. Thffmpjon leinarked, that at die opening of the invefti- Mr 
gallon of ^e prefent fubjed, he had declared his fatisfadfion 

f hat It was to be confidered more deliberately at a future day; 
nd the reafon why he had fo exprefled himfelf^ arofe from a 
VoL. XXIX. F bops 



tpd Clil iMt IftAiotirable the Secretary at War he 
wh to totol^ ^ Mame, not only of the meafuie but of 
i^lia^toisft^i^ces which had followed it. It would* he 
I to to S iitiaghie» be genet ally admitted* that it w*as the in- 
i^ilVk^tei rtileibeaU rontrifls to be fohd and binding on both 
itotlea, md moft efpcpctally fuch contu£ls as did not bear 
dtoht^etn thd jfhackles and trammels which the law had 
for the&curity of th^ cpntraSoi >n ordmaiy atlei, 
W^%hkh depended foldy upon honour and g )ud faith. 

corps had been raifed upon a ptetence ot ifferMng 
• maintauiiiig the national honour abroad, and vet, in the 
nttdedlf ratfing them* the right honourable the Secic'ury at 
contrived to Hah the honour of the Biiti^ army at 
hom^ tw violating the conditions on which the cuntia^ts tor 
ndfing the independent companies l\id been exprelHy made. 
Tho^erof inftrudions to thofe whofe olleis of railing 
the toew corps were accepted, contained the c< nditions on 
whu;bthey to be raikd Let the Houie, therefore, fee 
how the right honourable Secretnry at War had abided by 
thofe inHnidUms * Mr. > lompfon declared* that m th in- 
ilrudiions it waii conditioned, that the « i cers’ commiihons 
fliould he made cut from the day that ti tu corps weie dc" 
dared to be cottoplete, and yet, to his knowledge, thufe 
whofe corps were d( dared to be complete in 1790 had rheir 
commiifions dated in fg , and had adually nccived >uly 
the piy ol I reut^nant wlnlt thty were leiving is Captains. 
This had dCcafionel load clamouts and comiTai itv w thout 
doors, andipertainlv with gieat juHice In conclufion Mr. 
Thompion obferved, that the recollei^io i of th » ohble 
duty which be owed to his cotiHituenis, b^d impelled ’ n to 
aflatementof t|)el« fa«£ls; ndf co I'd he diop mj £1, 
without exprcfling Ins furpnfe and ind gnaticn it th* '•irrum- 
ftmireof the War Office toing Conferred in»o an auAion ei’s 
room, mdthe Secretary at War ading as a biok&i of com- 
miffions. 
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flmnotoiofl a iyftem of recruit* 
Eei^ioi^fo jpamably calculated 
i drown* and fo wide of eco« 


Secretary ** The Seerffarv at PPar anfwercd, that he was much ohhged 
at War. to the hoiioiirabk gentleman for the notice he had been pleated 
to take r f him, but he did affiire the honourable gentleman, 
and tlie Committee, tliat he had never heaid ot fuch com¬ 
plaints as the honourable gentleman had alluded to, nor did 
he believe they Ind any foundation. 

Blr. Fox Mr. Fox exprelTed his convidlion that the adopted mode 
4>f raifing troops was expensive and inconvenient, sdi I tend¬ 
ing to damp the fpint of the army. He wiihed only to fpeak 

to 



a due ini^reflitiui ohihe^C^iiii^^ 
tfatsghriiig rank to thofe i^oj^ ; 
their ftandtne in the arint^ Tj^at aobeaiieiji 



principle adv^fe to ;dl jniutary (pirit> |ec. 
the officers of the Britiui army i»oiife,;an41«^ j 
the fnccefs. The other part was the eopfttt^cm 
which, notwithilanding Ita importance^ no i 
taken. He meant the novel pra^ice of 
and applying, the money raifc^ bv their fale'injdi^ 
the half-pay lift expence. HeaeCured he<hil jpiO,t 
this pradice could be reconciled to any otlier 
tliat moft unconftitutional one, the railing mot 
fbbjedt, without either the faniSlion or confeii^v 
ment. It had been faifl that, on thq prefent 
would reduce the half-pay lift expence'ten thopfan^y^t>u|^.k 
but Mr. Fox declared that, rather than counter^^H^I|IM, 
tice fo likely to damp the fpirltof tlie BiitUh ar^lli 
and fo incdihpetible with the principles of the c$^tn.ti.on.of 
the country, he would vote for the payment of Jfor^y thou- 
fand pounds out of tite public purfe. . 

The queftion was now put and carried, amf.aftertheothe^ 
refolutbns were voted, the report was ordeitd to be z^etvpi^! 
upon the morrow. 

. The Houfe adjourned. « 



Tutfduyt Murcb^ 

The order of' the day for taking tho King’s meflage into 
conlideration being read, 

Mr. Chancellor Put rofe, and^lorved, that he, was well Mr. 
aflured that the Houfe wo,ttld.^^mCjlde with him in. the idea, 
that it could not be c<ffifiderjnymt^^^^^^ of great regret, 

that His Majefty’s reprefeil^dits*’ in conjun&ion with his 
allies^ for the purpofes of re-e^ab1tffiing the peace of Europe, 
on a permanent bafis, had hitherto proved ineffeiloai; yet,, 
whilft they felt the advantage of that fyftem of defeiifive al¬ 
liance which had been fo generally countenanced, he trufted . 
that they would admit that a temporary expehce might be 
wifely and judicioully incurred, to prevent any alteration 
taking place in tlie relative condition ot the powers of Eu¬ 
rope, that tended materially to weaken the fecurity wliich 
wtexpeflcd to derive from that fyftem. On this groun^, 
the attention of His Majefty’s JVIinifters had been diiedlj^ 
to the'geheral' itate of affairs in Europe; an additional forew^ 
liad been kept up, with the approbation of the Houfe, after ^ 
i^he late armament, becaufe the iituation of affairs feemed to 

F a call 



I > * Nr 


I'* Aw 

tmW i^gfid expedienp, 
m*wm^hr€d it oeceakry, Tho 
td vh^ the propriety or perfe* 
^ andUKhatever opini^t might 

tttlpefkmg the general policy of continental al« 
r^C|k(Nm^^ ifitereil ia taterfering in the dif- 
mwerBy there eoald be no difficulty in 
, thilt if defetlfive alliances were tp br maintainra, it 
|a|y ^ IMthpre to thofe alliances, and our int«-eft to 
, ittl^ clia^gM in the general ftare of afiairs, whiclv 
; hwmw; t|idro> atigatory and infufficient. It had once 
l>j|^hBlr^iing,opinion in this country, that'Great Britain, 
^Mtie peipllar edvantages of local iituation, might main- 
jn^rahk and her confeqtience, unconnedled with foreign 
hat from the moment that this opinfbn was aban- 
(md connected ourfelves with other powers, 
^ ^ ^ doubt but tliat w^were under the rieceffity 

O^li^eCMAang i^le progrefs of events in Europe, and taking 
mrapem tp pfi^ent.j|;he intent and purpofe of thofe connec- 
tkndf worn hoBtt defeated. As little would it be doubted that 
the Iftfiiience of the TurkUh empire was of great efie^ in 
die general (gale of European Powers, and tliat the prefent 
Intllirfon of it was (uch as to affi>rd juft caufeof apprehenllon 
to nil iM ^^hetr Powers whole intereft were in any degree 
liable to he afte^d by a diminution of that influence. In 
particular, the power and ability of our ally, the King of 



pirehas hitherto maintained. Any point tending to render 
the power^pf that empire in Europe precarious, tnuft necef- 
farily afted Pruffia, and be highly dctriniental to our inte- 
'refts, as far as they were cooneSed by a common objei^ 
with his, the dbjeot of mutuaC^defence. Whatever might 
prove the rcfult of the wajp in wlllch that empire was unhap¬ 
pily engaged, if it went to,Jhiaea(e the power of Kuffia, the 
efteiSl of It Would not be confined to the two Powers alone; 
ft muft be fr-lt by the reft of Europe, and felt more imme¬ 
diately in that quarter, with which, in pointof intereft, we 
were moft intimately connedled. From thefe reafons, it 
was evident that we had a dired and important intereft in 
the event of the war, and were not'led to interfere by any 
remote or contingent hope of advantage, '['be Houm was 
infiormecl that His Majeft| bad made ufe of rfpreientations to 
ftpum ^he interefts of bis fobjedls, and bis allies. They 
vnm avprifed tliat, in order to give greater weight to his re- 
pflraentat ons, he had judged it xequiute to make an addition 
to Ctt BVfal force } and It remained for the Houle to decide 

whethei 


whether it wui««at mm 
with policy} to with doio 

pending evil by precaution} lt» dt% 
m^fchm was a£^Uy ielt. In oOncIuCiM} Jkflrt^Cmaio 
Pitt moved} - » - i 

« That an humble addieOi be prefented to Hh Ma| 


tss' 


^ to return His Miuefty the thanks of thiti HoiMh 
** moft gracious meuagetk « * ’ * 

« To exprefs our regret that the endwt’pOva'WhiclHHiY*' 
" M^eiW has ufed, in conjun&ion with hif adKe% tospiSb 
a pacification between Ruffia and the Forties hav#h|libito 
** been unfuccefiful* § 

** 1 hat nothing can more evmce His Majcfiy** cotpUnt 
** attention to the welfare of his fubjeds, and mi concern 
« for the general tranquillity, than bis anzietv to contribute 
** 40 the ipeedy termination of a war, frMpi dteKihrther pro- 
** grefi of which His Majefty apprehends lPip«mneqoe»ces 
may arife highly important to the mterefts olM^is Majefiy 
« and hts allies, and to thofc of Europe tn 

** That as, undet thefe circumfiences, nMjnMajefty judges 
** It requifite, in order to add weight to h|l keprefentations, 
*< to make tome farther additions to bis nayyiforce, hisfaith« 
“ ful Commons think ir their doty to aflure His Majefty, 
** that they Ihall be ready to make good tjhe expesices which 
“ may be incurred by thele preparations, for the purpofe/>f 
sc fupporting tbointerefts of th^e kingdoms, and of 
** tributing to the great and important objeS ofcsfloringjgif^ 
*< tranquillity of Europe on a fecurtf and lafting iouiT^ 
sc dation.** * 

Mr. Dundas leconded the motion. 


Lord ffyeomhe obferved, that on the firft hearing of tins 1 ord 
report, he had met it with a pofiiive difbelief. He could Wjcou be 
not think that Minifters wdluld raihly adopt a meafure which 
came recommended neithcf in commercial nor a political 
point of view. As acottunendal meafure, he would aik of 
any mercantile man in thSK Huufe, whether benefits could be 
hoped for in any degree equivalent to the mifcbief attending 
on hoftilities. In a political point of view, he could '‘not 
think that a difpute concerning the frontiers of 1 urkev, was 
a fuffictent motive to engage this countiy in a war. At all 
events, he fliould reilft the meafure, until the Houfe was 
pol^fted of a more adequate (hare oi information on a fubjeft 
of fo much importance. 

Mr. Coke (Member for Norfolk) exprefltd liimfelf not Mr Coke 
difpofed to enter into the views of the Mmifter in tbft in- 
ftance, as he by no means entertained that oonhdtnce in hiS 
abilities or his integrity which feemed to actuate othe/gen¬ 
tlemen* The great and loyal county which he reprefented, 


were 
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jilc^ ulu^4^b*fX|iB]dc<illfl^9 decidedly arerie to the 
chenlbfe arejfie for (he putpofe of moving an 
aiiliniiflmeDt the Addref*. 

' lijhv amrnd^Bcnt propofed that^ leaving out the pledget 
aflbranrei contained in the original motion, the Houfe 

fthOttid aflbre His Majefly of tlwir concern for the lioHili- 
^ ties which ftrU prevail in the remote parts of Europe; that 
** they did not undeiftand that the pollefl^ons ot this king¬ 
ed dom, oeits allies, were in any wife threatened; and that 
' ** lihi(^ ihould not (to their doty to their conftituents, if 
^ th(y were to load them with additional burdens, for the 
maidtenaqce of interefts which were neither explained nor 
<< Widerilood by that Houfe.*’ 

* Mr« Mr hamb$m^ rifing for the pui^ofe of feconding tl e 
taimbteii. aenendnient, remarked, that when the Houfe was called upon 
to vote an ariDainent, in thecouife of the piececiing year, 
they voted it unaoimouily, becaufe they wtie told tliat the 
honour of the nation had been infulted. The honour of a 
nation was the ftrongeil poffibte ground for dem inding (atis- 
fadlion by foice of ai ms. It was that without whicli no n \- 
tion could exiil in fafety, nor long in independence. It was 
the vital ptiiKipl(% on the true tone of which, like the heart, 
the health of all the other parts of the body politic depended, 
and with ths fuipenfion of which, all their fundlions weie 
futpended. Whenever it received an mjniy, a llrong and 
etijeat 10118 remedy mail be applied; but if this ii-medy was 
applied to tt IS I )l occaiions, if the whole frame was be iliaken 
on every trifling corhplaiflt, the remedy mull become con- 
vetted into the difeafe. Upon the prefent occafion, he might 
fiirlv atk, m what refpedt was the national honour infulted 
n >w ^ Where was our commerce attacked ? Where had the 
protedlion of our flag been violated ? Why then were we to 
bt expofed to the hazard of a war, with all its concomitants 
of interrupted trade, and aggravated taxes?' It wav impof- 
lible to deny that the armament which the Houle w is called 
on to fuppoir, and the purpofes for which it was undcitaken, 
di J not lool like wai^ and might probably bad to it. M ere 
he to>ive his o, inion of the real caufe ot this mciluie, he 
ilimild lay it wis un«'ettaken to fecond the views ot Pruflia. 
What filends had we in the Kaltic to ptoteifl ? wlntadvan- 
taces had we to gain ? and where weie our ihips to look tor 
iheiccr, in cife ot a dtfafler from the force of tlie cnem'y, 01, 
what was mote to be dreaded, the violence ot the tlemcnts > 
He might be told we Ihould poflefs ouiielvL nf Dint^ick ; 
but that was an advantage as yet only 111 p'olptift. 1 here 
w 6 s nothing in tlji war in which we wetPgoing to engige to 
benefit the coiintty, or to animate the Teaman. Tlieie was 
no recompenk held out for his toils, no prize to reward his 

hard- 
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hardfliips. The Csimvm.mjt 

worth hib conqueA. We ha4 ^ttle te expe<% htn h^dktt^ 

and \s wt. had expended four millxMis te ohcajti 

till north weA of America, we might now add b}oo4 to trea*> 

fine to gam bcatikms in the north eiA Jbtifope HoW 

would the huAiandman and tlie mannfa^urer Aihiiitt to the 

uiiavoidahle increalu of taxce foriuchob|efSs ^ Whrn the lat* 

ter, Ml Diking out a hard-earned living bv the 1 ghi of his hvt* 

thing cuidl::, wabcalled upon for hi& increafeoFtaiCes, what 

aniwcr would the colledtoi be able to give him, wtie he to 

alk ioi wh it adi image to trade he%a^ thus additionally hUr* 

d ii(d ^ Of this ill wabkept in the dark, when nothing buf a 

cK II A iteinent could juAify what they weie called upon to 

fupporr 4 

%!!. A/ir/« detliied, that fmee the information, which Mr- 
aloiK could ti ible the iloufe to judge of its propnofy, was Mania. 
riU tul, h did not tiiink it becoming to vote for Che nddreAs 
Ilf bid otien h iid th-'t M'niAers were entitled to confidence, 
tu cluk they vi( k r« ipoiifible foi tiicir conduct; hut during 
foiirttcn sfars init he h 1 lai in that houie, lie had never 
1 ( VI 11 tint u (])<inbl)tli*'y piocliice ai ) good. Could it be 
ji il that the lupplif* ft I which they were called on to 
f d,; tb lloult, wne foi the purpe(fc of reAormg I eace m 
1 I )j (, and r 1 »i n I end wis likely to be effeeVd, lieihould 
c I I Pv V i-n t' c Ad heis, but not othei wife. 

VI t (x|)i Atd iii-t lurpriie, that as neithti* oar colo-Mr.Vyeer 
nt j >eutU ro Invehttn ittuked, nor our ct nnierce to 
li V cr-iK 1 itiy dutrinii nt, tlu ^'ouic fhonld be called upcgit 
1 ► in iiminr nt He would chenfn,lly i >td an addie^ 

o nks to His VI ijtiiv foi htsgraciocs inei/'gg, which, he 
t ight, iin, id, tint His Mije v> d AruAiiig the wndom 

I» Vlin uis, had i|>plic it the H 'uie tor ad ici, which 
ill Home wi con peiein to give, and which y wiire 
bound in duty not to vvithiiold. 

li. Stftft obleivtd, tint were the finince« of tbecouniiy Mi.btccle 
rven b yoiid elicit•ig.illy AotinAiing coiul tinn, or as 1 iw is 
fonie p I f > 111 . ( de ivouied to repre ^ent them, he Ai *' i riimk 
il equaliv iiiCiinibent on the Houfe to avoid untteicllu . ex- 
pe ct i hey w( R n iw to confide r whethf r tl i expence pro- 
jjole 1 was 1 iifeb Is ixptnce, and whether it i n necelTirv ?or 
Cireit Bp* nil lo to intcrfeie in the preltn wir on tli 0 i- 
tinriit, as to prevent the Kmprefs of t’* iiAi i tiom ohiai i g 
any coniul i file augmentation of powei, it the coA of t le 
1 uikiih J mp re. 1 hi&he conceived to he a qu Aton that 
admitted of no doubt, from the predicnnent in which we 
fiood, with lefptff to our allies, and ou lerience of the 
difpofkion of he kmpteis towards us w could not for¬ 
get, that when we were engaged in an unequal conteA, fhe 




A. tifi* 

, _ Wd of an armed neutF^^ 

^ to our interel^ This he did not ftate 

dfirndigiveljt mM9 9. drcoiailanA td (hew what we might 
oxpolK'froin her were her power to be incrrafed in proportion 
to her incimation to agamft ns. Oentlemen liad no 
right tp infinoate that the motives affigned for the additional 
armament, were, not the real motive^ till they had the 
meaqsy'as they had the power* of coming to proof. With 
regard to the inelTHge being an application by His Majefty to 
tile advice of tlte Houfe* in diftiuilrof the wifdom of his 


Mimfterti it was rather efttraordmary, that when the King’s 
fpeech was always confidererl and always debated as the 
fpe^h of the Miniller, the King’s melTage fhould not fall 
npder the fame conllmdion. That meifjge had not been 
fent, nor the meafure to which it related brought forward, 
till every other means of accompli/hing the oiijefl, which, 
he contended, it was as much for the intereft as for the ho¬ 
nour of the nation to accomplifh, had been tried; but theie 
were gentlemen whofe conftant pradicu it was to oppofe all 
the raeafures of Gmvemmenr; and it was naturally to be ex- 
peded that they would oppofe the prefent. 

Mr. The honourable Mr. Ojch declared, that he meant not to 
Cocks, oppofe a rational confidence in Mtnifters, but that blindfold 
and ignorant confidence which the Houfe was now defired to 
confer. He wilhed fo judge favourably ot Minifters, and 
he thought* that they had acted well, till the prefent occafion ; 
but he could not think that they had any claimto the extent 
confidence which they at piefent demanded. After the 
cheirful fupfiort which thev had received in tlieir armament 
againfl Spaii^, to call ib fuddenly for the fupport of the 
Hoide to another armament, without affigning any intelii- 
ifrihle rf afon for it, or giving the Houfe any information re- ^ 
fpefiing theneceffity of it, was neither more nor lefs jthan 
to fay they would call for the laft farthing of the public mo¬ 
ney, and for no other reafon but becaufe they chofe it. This 
was not to merit confidence, but to invite ipdignation. They 
demanded money to fupport TtwkUy* They might ^s well 
make the Government the Govermneht of Tut key. A pro- 
redme of thi'ikind was not merely running beyond the bounds 
of iftfiice. but it was adding infult to injury. 

Mr. Fox. AI'. Fox declared, that no perfon liad perhaps ever fhewn 
a moie complete lorgctfulnels, or difregard of fa<ffs, than the 
honourable gentleman who fpokelaft but one, in his illiberal 
charge tgainll hirti, and the friends with whom be had the 
honour to a<5l. Had the honourable gentleman intimated 
merely in general terms that they oppofed all the meafures 
of Csoveinment, it would have been a grofs afperfion ; but 
the Houfe would recoilci^, and the honourable gentleman 

3 could 
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could not v*H have 

inent within a few years» andi I10 taddi spp***! ^ 4 <my 
man who heard him, whether be had either ef the 

former two, nay, whether he had ttot given thein bit eordial 
lupnort. We had armed in 1787, to pievent Hoiiand from 
failing, by means of a party, into the hands of Trance. * be 
event had been decided before the Paiilament met; bot when 
Parliament did meet, had he cenlund the meafure or *he ob* 
je£t of It * Tiad lie not fxtqueiitly gone rather out of his way^ 
tqusxpiei*. his appiobation of both ^ We had arim d ^j|tna in 
tB6 coi ih of the pn ctding yeai, to obtain fatisfadiion fbran 
mjuty done to IhitiHi fuTqtiffs, and for an itifult offined to 
the ilritiih fl*}g. Would the honouiable gen lemah fay, that 
he, or hi& fi lends, had not cordially concurri d m the pxin- 
c ph on which that armament was undertaken, although 
they h*id defired to know whethei pioper fteps had been taken 
to present the neceflits of it, and exprei&d theirdifiatnfac* 
tion With the convent icm t^ i^ich it led * This was not all ; 
theic were other ohOonne^ed wnh the armament, on 
account of Holland ; an illiance with Pruflia, and a fubfidiary 
tre ity \v»rh Htfle Caflel. Had thev ddapproved of citherof 
theie •' 1 he iionouiable gentleman had laid that they would 

oppofe the pif tent inealuie, becaufe he knew tiiat, after the 
Ifoufebad been presented fiom mquiiing into the grounds 
of lali y''ai's aiipament, on the plea of confidence in Mini- 
fiers, pending a ncgociition, and afterwards into we merits 
.of 1! e convention, on the plea of confidence after the nego- 
ciation was cunclo|^d, it could only be apptovqd bv ttiole 
who thought prop* to repofe a blind confidence in Mmf- 
fiers, or wcie leu to ajiprovc by the paitiality ofeofHcial con- 
nedlion. Hisfuipnfi it the piefent meafure, if poflihli*, tx- 
ceeded his ditappiohnlion When he hiaid that th ngs svtrt 
protteuing to the fxtiemity at whicli they arrised, he hul 
lent in urfi clievingesi, and contended tliat fuch foJlv, luch 
mdlnefs, was imijoffible. With fuch ^meafures contidtnce 
could h*ve nothing to do* Confidence in Mm ftri \\ i , in¬ 
deed, nccellary on many occafions; and for that 1 >ir or c ti* 
fidencF, whcthei in office or out, he hads htcn n d- 
socite; hut even that *necefrary cotifidenci w is < uly a ccaf- 
faiy evil, and ought, thetefore, tobealwiss the leill tint 
the nature of things wouiu acimit. No ii h <ontjih co t:* 
was now iohcited had been afked for in t’ v dt or ‘'pain. 
The tn]uty to be rediefltd, and the inlilt to b< vii dicitcd, 
were fill! y ftat'^d on th it occ lion; but, onth pu t u th y 
had not come at all to the pout, l^o admit finmN, thit 
the King, by the advice of his MiniPers, h id oidr rtd ui ar- 
aiamenr, and that the Honfe muft pi\ th e' j 1 e, ss s not 
in all the g ad itions of tatioiial coutidei c' ; tiid the Hr ult 
Voi.XXJX of 
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Df H coDtii^oance 4of pe«ce* This was an explicit declai acion* 
fcigheffc pol&bl« au*’honty, that Oc/^akow was not 
thptigi\t of fucH ii]npoita!lce then as to be deemed the ob,( 
of an armament, and a lirong prelumptioii that it was not 
the real <^je6\ of the prefent ai mament. It might be faid, 
that th'' iformer condudf of ^unlllels towaids Ruflia was 
wrong, and that the prefent \Iinifterj. adted on anotnei i\l- 
tem. But was Ruifia obliged to k.n iw this 5 Wis it hci hu- 
finefs to enqoin what w le tlie op ii'ons ot this I oid <'f the 
Treasury and that bfcretary of '>iate, or to look to the ge¬ 
neral po^icv and condui.! of the countiy ^ \\ ith wh it fur- 
prlfe imifl; flie now hrar th^||^n >1 uid, who had a ded liei in 
pblammg an eftablifhment on the Black '^ea, who h id an 
abled her firft to entei the Mcditerinnean, and who had re¬ 
futed to oppofe her in ft izing on the Ctiins», w is je ilous of 
berppwer^ If, flie might nalonabjy oSfervt, sou wire 
afraid of my conquers, you ou^ht fo Ins pM-fued iti\ 
be ng .nticked. Conqutft is tl»e neeirir^ coni jiunit ti 
war wiv’i mv enemy, againil wh ni dtf n' \t wai v\»>ul I he 
ruin, i-et not the Houie aitim >t to dnit) ii»e ♦ ti d^*- fitj»n 
caufes, or fuppofe that apow'ei attarkid w not to rtpt> it 
tack by conqueft, if tlicfoitnnp w.ii turned in itsfisoin. 
In all in^erfeiences with ton iqn nitions luOici w.is tlu h il 
foundation of policy, and moth ration the f irt^l pi vlgf* of 
p ac*- if tlu r' was ni'tbmg of a vrnd dfist fpniiinour 

c Miiludl, Jthe honourable g* Mil man \vh> n •! toned it nneht 
a'- a 11 hivepaffkd it. unnoticed. If th r wai, »t inp icd 
equally toaSweden and to I> nm iik, foi b ith h 11 k ed'd to 
flit, lien 1 iieuti ilitv. It applied flill more lo r'l Couit of 
llfctl n; foi th“ lateKingof Biu'hi, iL jv .s w^li nown, hid 
itn J up that coinhination. But wrt re th lue Kmg of 
Bn'ihi now alive, would hej on thit arc omt. inirodi cc a 
fpitit of levenge in I IS policy towirdshim^ l^ndouhtully 
not : it wis i piinciple on which bf would never aiT, ami as 
inui.li i. i» ' d 111 public as in private life. VVhnevtr conh- 
dviice mi^i t be claimed by Miniffcis, nont con'd be due 
Tshtierh ) had b-lraycd incapiCitv; and tini the p tfent 
I'lniiifVeisliad done in the continental eonnidlmni; f >i ihiy 
hid i.oi fi Il'wcd up their defenfive fy/lenj with conliitenry. 
Jn the I o i oi s al Reieh^hach, wht n tin y found the 
£mp oi d'fioted to p'-ace, they had ncgledti’d the opportu- 
nttv ct e ir If., iig the Kinpi-fs by the fame aigiimenrs winch 
indurfd I m to confent, and which weierhrn in tluir power. 
They }i *d ffimuli -d Sweden to attack Ruffia; prt vented 
JDcnmaik from afhOing htr; then neglected Sweden, and 
tamely, or ignorantly, luflered an aiflive enemv to be con- 
veit d into an ufrful ally, Wheie was the policy of thus 
meddling and tctra£fing ? Of the armament againll Spam, 

It 
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It h »d been faid, we ouglft not to 16 ^ only tOuthe'lbisth^ 
utlr of A neiica, but to the north eaft df J^utopB* If that 
aimnmtnt v^as equipped with any view to Ruflta, deceit and 
faiuhood weie pra^ cd on the lloufe; hut when It wa9 
equq ned, it night h ive becnfuppofed that mi 11% e)e8 would 
. not have net 11 I iiv^^te^ to the louth-weft of \niencit that 
th< j < i Id he nothi ig elle, or that the Minifter would not 
hav Ik^ 11 juit into fuih a duller bv his dilpote with Spam, 
as t b able to attend to nothing tlfc, wl lie that contiuuexl. 
Afrei It wu over, to whit putpoh did we difaim^ >1 we 
ki ew th It w h id il II an occanon tor an aimainent ^ It was 
con Hion to h ai iMiniihi glorying n the ritU)''ion of the 
couiiti), wl lit with in 111 ai cv.1 i ion of 11 odtft\,tl>ey 

ad nittc 1 thif m n\ ciuumll inces, in pu luulai ihe ftite of 
f* I VK , liul •'ontiibi'iid to th it fiiuation in which fheir con- 
d u h d no III in '1 hi advent u *■ lo he deii\ed from th** 
flat of I 1 uu h lib n always coni) »led, ny evrry ritional 
m in, s ilujit of redi'i inj; out expenct s» it Itoring oui hnance% 
in 1 III I 1 11 a 1 ▼ iucc'Ifon < t \i ai'-, the piobabl con- 

tiiiu iicuot^eii . H >vv mil t ihly lud we been diiappoiiited 
bv our own i ule ^ I»v the ibfurd prideintetferiiig in the 

ft vf'v toif 11 ^ritc, we hid involv lourfil’^ in 

( 1 , ind obi-i i< d ) I3 the lii/aid ot w' r* \t liti 

1 Id Wl 1 * hurt I * il 1 i any one in**ancc, tyctj»t tint ot 

1 ^ ' 11 I. V h id I t I > I r J Rudi i; we h 11 no*- i nhd 

S I n , 1 1 r 11 v» i. tn tbi I 1,1 n»i in 1 hi Ih c iul)| ft , 

I 1 ii i{ Miuf In’ hem abi do tlv luhculous. 1 lit, iP d 
}i > I ’1 ul n d <i t nn It mu'It . » T vi?iTk tht livjinoiinbe 

1 it (i till pioviiuv. ; ai il wii M r* I iiini 1>( n'er w 1 ib ut 

101 irn tlv Ncth ilindswirh an aiine I fore*, thi u IVl u is 
Tf wroif to hi ii, tint lu o to Hip till t r’’ in 

ptiliminaii ■» wcu il)Utlcil. His inu ei was i ptirmpti v 
I till 1 1 ntv then laid, “ You inuft t»’ t tlieconli qiunccv, 

“ill we w'a h our hinds of the bnhnefs ” He hf igatdcd 
till nicp ct, and tool pofcHioii of the p ovint , wh it, a 
w4S Ind, the biTijirior hul ihevvn a gieai*-! ‘poliii n to 
p udoii than topunifh ; tl tii ihofe vetv Mmill iscinietoi- 
waiJ, ind ligncd llic tr tv, ihenews \ as t ought ot (iifti- 
cici l iiiij) trance to be diip itched by I 01 d Hf-nry 1 n/fft 1 ilil, 
and Wl plume 1 ouih Ives on our luccifs in th .t which liad in 
fu‘l > n doit v\ithout our concui nee It our illies vveie 
attJCM I, 01 thieiitnel, then, indi d, th honoui of the 
intion V mill if' coiiiLtn d to inteifi f. AVi Ind 1 o alliance 
wph Tutkiy, and were onlv calle<l on to gratiiy the piide 
of onr own MiniAets, and to fecond the i1I-|udged policy of 
Pniflia How far Mmifters were phdged to iuppoit that 
polity, he knew not; but he knew tint the country was not 
pledged to fuppott It; and let tht Houle abide by what Mi- 

nifters 
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liifters had Makredi aad Parliailllnt fana»r,ned, bat pay no 
regard td their private wigagenxent. The conqueil* «f Rulfia 
towards the South could never interfere with tlie commerce 
of this country, nor give any xoafonable* gionnd of alarm 
to the King of Pruffia, whole intereft it rather Was, that 
her view Axould be directed to that quarter; and Ocaa- 
kow could be no acquilition to Rullia, but for the purpofes 
of defence. An aliunce with Rullia was the m-'il natuial 
and the moft advantageous thut we could enter info; and 
when he Rimfelf was in office, the Empiefs was well inclined 
to fuch an alliance; hut the healing balm of all our errors, 
the hope that our firft eflbits would efFeifi a peace, was de> 
luGve. ‘ 

Pitt, Mi. Chancellor Pitt contended, that our .attention to the 
affairs of Europe was a na*iirary cnnfequence of our defen- 
five lyftem. That attention we couUl not give up, not 
avoid interfering, where interfeunee was neceftary, without 
rehnguilhing that fvftem entirely This the right honour¬ 
able gentleman was ol>i£;ed to admit, becauft, he had alw lys 
avlmitted it. It was true that wc \v re nvit called upon to 
interfere on everv ocuafion ; but murh ot the right honour¬ 
able gentleman’s do^rine would go to fay, thit we weienot 
to interfere on any. '1 he whole qtiellion then was, wh'*thfr 
the prefent was an occafion on which we o«.‘gbt to inititcrc, 
an] that It was, h^ hnireu lu Ihould piov^ on the grounds 
fttted in moving the AddrWs, without taking up much tun*. 

1 hi nwht hontut ihle gfntlennn III il to alum the Houte, 
1 a» II iTtVit th* p'eG.\t iiUnfcrencewould ItaJlo a pei- 
jit il inu ilti<*nco; muI foi rlu-. pirpole, he connected the 
,)i f ‘it Hill ment V illi that of the pi •'ceding sen, a’l’iough 
tJi y wtrPtoiiPy unconne6lt.d, both is to i aufe an 1 to ob- 
I cl. I he light honouiable gmile i».in hid .'idmitted tint 
oui inu'i leicnce was I ropei ri the cale ot Hollind, and the 
1.1 'it piiiiciple wh'thjuliifacd that intnfeience, would app'y 
e ,111 I’ to rh It could not he affi rted that it wis eit’u 
UMiu«^ 01 nrm h ic to pi event the fit nation of ncighboutiug 
uoiv Is fion h 1 ig io nlteied as to endinger oui own fc'^ii- 
I ’v. ^ 1 jus iigfit w IS admitted by the nghl ho roui.shl gcii- 
t'n» m. it 1*^ .irob* out of r defen five alliance; but ’h fame 
{ luciple Oil wfi ch th it light arofe, the principle of ftlf-pie- 
ieivatio->, mufl appl) to c il<*s in which there was no defen- 
live iliuice. Me wne hound by no treaty to inierpofe in 
the diipu'is of Tdolland ; but, from the circumfl inces of the 
Cafe, from theprob.ihil'ry of fecuring a valuable ally to our- 
fi Ives, inflead of feeing the fame power irrevocably attached 
♦o OUI iiv.r’, we weir juflified in interfering to reftore the 
fioM rnment, irul re ifliblifh the authority of the Piince 
of Ora.iv (Jii! I'^bt^ tlten, there could be no queftion, 
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and the drcumAances remained only to be coniidered. If 
It were ttue that Pruffia, by the aggrandifetnent of Rufili, 
Hit ft be end'll gciedj and coniequenily our deCeiilve 
impaiied, tlv ciicumftanccs a6tu illy illed f)v/oui iifterfe- 
rence il was, in this cafe, wife to aniici^ * the danger, 
and to eiuhavoi i to pre\ent that fioni btir done, which, 
when once eftiHed could not eahiv be indone, fo as to 
bring m-i t«rs back to tluii former lituition. 1 h#tight ho- 
noui ible guitltman hid iniinuatc 1 tint Minifters iVerebound 
bv ngagimeiii lo PruiTn, vi i h nhtcli the country had no¬ 
thing tod), ind VI Inch Pirli^ipciit ought not to (upport. 
He niggl’d il uf* to allun be Houle, tint the iiiftnuation 
w IS un*oun h d, n 1 tli i Mi iilWs wei-c bound by no eng igc- 
mint' to Piuhii, but luchaslial received the faiiflion of 
P-iirlianic nr, ann by tlieir uiibiafled ffn< of the Rrittlh inte- 
leds 'I hi, iicht honoui ihle gi ntlein t'l had given an able 
deta 1 of tlio f > mci conduCl of ( i it l>ri am towaiiU Ruffia, 
t> prove tint ihc p ciuit conduift w is uii]uft; hut this was 
rath *r i topic th 11 an iiguinent, foi if it proved any pi inf, 
* It proved th t w bt n loi mei Minilleis hail been wrong, luture 
Minifteu were not at liberty topuifue a diilerent lint »t con- 
dudl, fo t! at ci lor once adopt*d, niuft prove pe i petu il 1 he 
ft ate of idiirs wia not llu la ne as nov , at the prrodsto 
winch ht hid alliidtd ' urkey vva> then cloli 'inl-ed vnth 
Pr nee, and we had norcilon to interfcrt in I* half ot the 
allv ot our iival, noi cault to di ad the ggrindilt 'lent of 
Ruiiii. Adnintmg, foi thi lake of argument, what be 
would not ubnit in ta£l, tint wc ou^ht to have i itirpoltd 
looiicr on ih< picteit occalion, lint was no rtal'>ti ignnl 
oui ml^rpo< ng now, but ra^liei an additio laT n ilon b r in- 
tctpoiing lut, hil the neciflity been f) pieflino at anv 
found period as it wis now become, or were lach coni 
cjuencts to bt, apprehended, w.thf ut a liieed> interference - 
Il was nt\tlaid, tint we hid loft the oppoituinty ot bring¬ 
ing Ruffn to teimsoi p>-n.i, when the Lnipero waspie- 
vailed ujmn to Mf at. M hen the Lmperoi nnn f ft i i it 
voii ib'i ditpofi ion, would It have been wik to 11141 d tie 
nigcrutun wiib him, it the nlk of thtn ben r irtii v 
bill n nfl IP Older to w it f >r the concurn icc ot R 'ibi 
Pending oui diipuic with ‘'‘p ii, we wdi ' either lo fit ni 
ac> as now, nor wis tin ncceftuy thru In u it, id lu 
cndeivouimg to combine two ob ciDs, wh ch n dm 1 i i 
conneChon, theie was fomt In/itd, t li i ti it o t < t 
th< Ill might m Ic irry. Put whv, it v Ik < o 1 wt d 
mils out irniament aftci to t dilputc w 1 cciilucivi’' ^ c 
h id not diimiftl d our ai m nwi iit; for wc h 11 k it u •* a to - 
fiderable addit on otfoicc; bu^ as the liiin ot 1 11 v 1 
made It impolliblc to a^ for itveial inoiitb^, we had m 



A.i79t. 

kept iip,a fbtce of fifty fKips qF the line> the number then in 
commiffibn; becaufe tt would h4ve been done to no putpoie, 
the expence would have exceeded that of the ptelcnt ar¬ 
mament, tn the aggrandifemcnt of RufTia, and the depitf- 
iion of Tuikey, our commercial and our political intcreAs 
were both conceined. V^hit|Bver might hive been tiu Uate 
of the qiieAion vthen we thought thi*^ we were ible to Hand, 
indefNlnderttly of dliances, wnen we count died oui<tht& 
with Hollapd, as a powirtul naval ally, it was evtdent that 
we cupId letain that conneftion, nor dome iruchbent-hf 
fioin wirhotit the icttflionof ipowit pofltdmn n gi at 
land foice. Rufiia, how^Ytr fiiouinbly /he might hue 
^en difpi f d when the nght honouriHle genti min w s in 
ofiice, althoigh no pt of« of iuch a d fjtohiK ii Iiid ipp md 
linCt!, was not i iclim d to accede to oiii illnnce wi^i Hol¬ 
land ; uid it inclined, could not have ilfordid the net-cil'iiy 
protection. We then contracted engigcments with iiifln, 
by virtue pf which it was our inteseft to t ikt c irt th it no 
chai ge of circumft incts, to the detriment of Piuf/ii, il ould 
occur; and wtre it in our power to rcllriin thi It p« by 
which we had contraClid tho/e engigements, wha’'c\ r ci- 
rors might be difcovered in the detail, wc could find no ti¬ 
ll ince moie advantageous than tint of Prufln W is it, 
then, a mittcrof no politic il impoitincc il it a c*iin,,e 
ihouldbe fufleted to t ikc place in the lla*‘c of Luropt, which 
woii’d cvtntnallv piesent Prulha ftom rnidt 11.13; ns tholo 
unices whi^h ” c had hithi^rro d 1 \ed from tlu coniic "^lon ^ 
It Rufli's flit aid triumph over the Poite, th n the iitintion 
tf Ihul 1 wc u’df be tt'tilly invcited, and inflt id of pioteCl- 
1 tiic J*)utch fiontici, his utniufl txertions wou’ 1 b n.<]ui- 
^itr locosct his own. Would any miii imit, n , th it the 
ogi^Acliiemcnt of Ruflii would not mti-criuly irtc-Cl the dil- 
pohtitnrol olhti Power** th it it n 1 lit not pt uluc an al- 
t‘‘’'aronM Poland, hi^hlv dn *tious toT^iuPii^ Wi it, 
ij to he 1111, th t wc hid no concern 11 the tcrnij cf pi- 

»iiicati II i> tween RulRa ind th« Pc rtf '• \l iii^ iiticl s, the 

lii It iiR I mimifiCluie, wencfuid fiom Ruliii, hut of 
f* * 11* t II n\ c )uld he obt lined from olhut countries; 

ft I I* ' I > f rliintc ; and thricfiic wehul 1 comniei- 
< il 1 iiielt 111 u*uv i*mg i tilde with i’oland, ind picveiit- 

I Ru'lia iioni <’ II nnj fiich a c^i-cided command of the 

II icltv wt v' I 1 , to g VC 01 withhold them it liti pb a 

lu t On I It limiid*-, he tiufti 1 tha” the Houle would 
pt.1 c \ tbit the policy of intc. 1 pcf njr v is is clear as ihe 

tu ic wi iidubriblt l^ut he w IS If ’ ^ c'l It th Houk w as 


< died i poll to 1 11 ^lon the meafuic f n tb < »i r cf blind con- 
li 1 ntt if wl ich e cointiv the cly ha 1 ciulc to lepent 
^niid*. tce, 11 order to impart vigoui and cfllcitncy to Go- 
^ veruincut. 
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vernment, inuft be given to thofe in whofe hands the Ad- 
ininiftration was eiitruAtd; like e\ery other exercife of dif- 
crctK)n) It had its bounds, and w is neither uncouAitutioin! 
nor degiading to tliofe who gave it. If, as an hoiiounble 
gentleman h id f.(id, he had let n no application to the refpon- 
fibilitv ol MiniAers in fouruen ye irs, it was eithei a proof 
that Minilleis 'i id not been guilty of any mateii il fiults in 
that peiiod, or that Parinmtiit had not been very diligent to 
inaikthem. Ht cbtintd only the limi degree of tonndence 
which had been crnntLd to all his prceleceiiois in office; and 
whenever the conduct of a Aiinilt i was uifapprovi d of, he 
trufted that till diipleaiuic of Parlnment would opente ei¬ 
ther to cfFtdl his difmiffinn, or bring him to punilhment* 

Yet, even with tl v-le .r ntimin’s, he ^th hinifelf wan anted 
HI contending, th it tiuie v\.is a degite of confi lence lo ne- 
ceflaiy to thi viiy bring and iup, oit of theexecutise Go¬ 
vernment, that It would pioM ciimiinl to withdr iw It. 

Mr. BmU obli*i\td, that a. it might be thclail time that Mi.Bail£| 
he fliould havi in opp< tun tv of iVlisuing his fintnrents 
on 1 fimihr iju flu he could not rcfiiin fiom offeimg a 
few lemaiks to ti f IJoufe. 

Hecoiitendid tint lluie wcictwo points which arofe out 
of the del iti , ind tint tlu fnft, tit ()ti.,lion if iclponfibi- 
lity in His M ijil's’s Mil ift is, viastquilK no\el as the other 
which toil >w d 

1 he f tor d nrin* w is extremily n^w, and contnry to all 
the poll cs With which hr \ n ici|uuiited, cither ancient oi 
modem, tt 1 » ng th i url fl ppiu into tfie confidentiort 
of the hiliii I or inwci ml urcpi. Has ni*combitcd what 
he th ugl L nn uiuju di id d gite of co.ihdcncc pi ict 1 in the 
pre( n \Jinifl. * ii. Burk piocu dv,d to ftiew the impolicy 
and d ingi r of tins count! y tlpouling the cuile of tlu Otto- 
im IS. 1 hen wti , hrfml, iniiiduted into this novel di- 
ploim*^ c lyllc i, ctitun aux Iniy princ jde^ of allnnce, 
whicli 1)( un 1 u' to luj port oui aUies igi nfl the 1 mprefs, in 
wlntisci (,ui k 1 file ml^ be intiKcd, thou^, i eoitraiy to 
the nia lift fl put cip^ s of the tie ity with our allies, and 
which on oin^iuc aiiuuiltd to a declintion of w*y If 
thiswtie tlu cilt, theiv. w is in end to the indeptndence of 
Rufli I, IS It w.IS III enroui igtment t> other countries to 
hinf, ind dt’itt hot ilities .igunft h'’», fiiould fhe pio- 
ceed to war gi nit inv of thole Pov\i,rs which would be 
proinpti.d, OP tliih coimdei .t ons, to inside hei teintoric. 

This was, in f.ai^, a dcclai ition lint the] mprefs Ind not 
powci to delind hci own tcrntoiies. It was a menice, that 
ennied with it, on the put of this cointn, the mofl boidy 
inlolent, ind daring hnguigt, tbite'ti was uftd fiom ono 
independent coil 1 My lo anoti Cl ^uhjedoi .iwasa ncluded 

VOlaXXlX U ill 
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in its ideaproteft'on; but here the principle was reverfedjfor 
England had declatrd that RuHia fliail lx* Hependtnt, and ftill 
unpiotefted. The queftion was not whethei flie Otould or 
no» difmemberTurkev, bufwhtihei fhe (liould polFefs her- 
felFof /akow or not; we hav< diclaied war on this prin¬ 
ciple unlv. Mi.BuikeafKcd theHcufc if, when Ruffia was 
in tail at the gates of Conftantinopk, if the'1 uiks could 
requiif- 'nor*^ than ili i*" we flioi Id piclerve tht ir capiinl, and 
prot uie toi them a itltor «t on ot m meioiis plan s which had 
iii’TCT'l-’ied to the vic'oiious aims of the I mpiefs. If we 
h Irnel! » much, dul wt not di ill that oiir ally, m 
coiittiiecjry witti hti allies, could demand ^ In iiith a cafe, 
woul ^ .lot the t i.iiid Pu phcl oftt i up p* lycis in his mofque, 
coil llPt•t^ry to thi 1 ihdik who f i\t-d ihtir inrtiopoli®, 
W iiLi I't ' lipiefs of Rufii i hid 111 ule tl i't iacrificei, winch 
jflie fed lid wi 1 pg I • make, fhe roinli Ic^nded to do more 
thin evei i \ b oui Ih'Od' 01 Pinu<!* condelandtd to 
* fitbmir to in liLi f'lii iti'in \\ !i ihi ilium i* was m uU with 
rnillia and 1 loH md, it w d nr\ t fupoi kd tbit it was tor the 
pCipoU of pickivmf, *hi g nti'1 1;dance of popd. '1 hero 
were o hi r ws, and thtff lU, ihnt th 1 mpicfs fhoild 
not h iS- an' ten toiy 01 h biingni ib baol < of tht l^inuha 
and the imiiUht les. s tlu .re i' v of I i cht i vi i diltiii- 
guill id Im inv fuch coiiiideration ' \o. II*wis do niht d 
to ftc u '< a fylttm al>}ttd. a p i e-t d tlu mtm in of 
kevpm''^ ill fas i^p ami t nciuli/"'! n Ii1oij> Ir im ov *1 tuiiiimg 
till couiitii itLui<», . locmvfht Piidb'ii jihinci to 
this lengMi was, in it*.!, ibi fliiMg ai nli Ciul 'e. Ii 
was to 0 vicoii^^tbeEmpie' ami Hun,arv, w'ld puuMifs 
in lelgion md huinaniry, witbin tlic h'l cni uiy, wiic 
ohieiffsoi admii ition, a ul fii jiild Iv nounijii 1 by (vm\ de- 
ftnotionof }lople who hid any pr^tinlions to ci\ili/ation 
01 pbilanthiO >v. Thetnalv luMiif.rtul, pKdgid p tftiity 
totramjdetl m. M.fTead <^f tholi, inori f<> lavage wlioweie 
theeneiiiits of 1 ligion, ami uiuklti ving tlu | .otctlisn of a 
civilutd n iiion V^ nit was the real flat of the quvflion? 
MckI) t. plu. ge Dili<el\es into an immoderate IMpence, to 
rcdiiCf thi ^’biilliin nations on the hanks cf the Danube, to 
thi yoke of the ipfid« Is, and make tin m the mi'eialde vic¬ 
tims to tlufe r bi nnn la\age« ; jf wc adt m tins wanton 
fnannet againP tbt t^mprels of Ruffia, is it not latioml to 
fuppofetbit her veng ance will operate agamil us, when we 
may 1' tl fa^'pef'* it, when the confequence may he fatal, 
^nd anotli raimaincnt required to rej cl her vingeance ? 

'Xiie lloufc, atkngth, divided ; and the' numhets weie, 
J'pr the amendment, 135; Agaiiiftit, aaS. 

Majority, 93. 
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The queftion on the Addrefs, as originally moved, was 
then put, and carrnd. 

Hit Houle adjourned. 

/if dtffdayf J^Tm ch. 

Mr ohfervtd, that as .n idta hid picv.ii’ed that Mr* 

neither Guntlhilaip^ nor the teft ol 1 op*- "•u’deced a Powys* 
luffi lent qu intity of cornfn th it o'n r » ^ '.t, he 

wiflitd to altcitain theground'' i poo wi.ich h'c'vt i j poli* on 
wis founded, an 1 tor tl'it pu poll wtu! l ipp y 'or tertaiu 
pap( rs. lie th' icfoic inovt d, 

“That an humble ir di elspn ^*ntcd to I' ^Ta]efly, 

“ tint h“ VI ill be gtacioully phakd tog di ' on* that 
“ tluiebe laid bf fort this iloult, copu s ot into n tion re- 
“ Cf iv'tl by the Committfi of ^ i vy Count ’ ij pnn d tor 
“ the coni I derat ion ot all m itu is i» 1 on i to ti It 1 lo- 

“ ti ign plantations, rotia 1 nnig tl i pivlciit It iti i agncul- 
tuit in (ire It liritain ind tidind.” 

Ml. Ah ftt coniendfd, that the Tin^ Council 'ouKl not Mr. 
givi IikIi iiilotinaiion, without matdlai incoiivi Ryn»-T 

'I he W( tjon was n*’2>lived. 

Lfird C’oiiitown, in obedienci to His M.jcfty’s comm 'iid , 
mule theloHowitig iipoit of Ins anlwtr to tht, ad iicls r* the 
Houle : « 

‘‘ i he ■'ddti Is of this Iloult of Tuefd v , h k been rnHtnt- 
“ rd to HisMa](lly, and Hi* M lelly Ins commaiukd mo 
** to icquunt tills Ilouli, tint His MaitH> '•ecf ves with 
“ gif at latisl i( lion the ainnaiifr o1 the icadi ids to m ika 
good lurh Aptnci. as may benecellaiy at t^e puttiif junr 
luie.*’ 

*1 he Houle adjoui ned. 

7 /mtfJit}, ^1/1 Afatcb 
Ko mateiial debate occuiied. 

m 

It id%.iyf \Ji Jlyt i/, 

Mr. Povrys moved for cop'cs of all papers laal before the 
Privy Council, iefp'_(5ting the aveiago piici,'? of giain iTi lie- 
land, hec, Ameiica, and l^uiope, with the expeiices of 
importation hom the fcvtial place . 

Mr. l^ydit begged leivc ton mind th( hononi able gentle- M*". 
tnan, tint the bill hcfoie the Houle did not go to alo^r foi- 
tner corn laws, but to arrange them into a p^rm inent lyftem, 
and theiefore he certainly did not think himli If obliged t6 lay 
any extraordinary infoimation bcfcie the Houfft. It was 
trhe, that tHe Privy Council had coileffcd information on the 
fubiedfs flated In the motion, but that infotmition was in¬ 
complete, and could alToid but little fatisfadion to the 

H i- Houle; 
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Houfe; he could not, therefore, agree to the motion. There 
was a mod'*cilabliHii'd by law for collefliiig the avei.ige pi icps 
of corn for heland ; and if the honourable gentleman pleali-d, 
be might move for cop'es of thofe avciagcs for any p' nod he 
thought proper. 

Mr. Mr. Pozvys contended that the bill, if not to alter, was to 
Powys, confolidate, and make permanent the foimer corn law's; a 
mcafure furely of fo much importan e, as to render eveiy 
pollible degree of information needfaty. In the reprelentation 
from the Fnvy C tuncil, many potn'.s were Hated as fa< 5 ls 
which required proof, and the Houfe ought at lead to have 
before them all the information of which the Privy Council 
was in podeffion. 

'I'lie motion was negatived. 

Mr. Mr Sheridan prefc'iited a petition front the Trades Houfe 
Sheridan, of Glafgow, praying to be lu'.nd by counfel agamd the 
clauies that refpe£t Scotland. He widied to he informed, 
whether it was meant to alter the claufes complained of; lie- 
caufe he underdood futh an intimation had been given to 
the petitioners by the promoters of the bill. If thofe claims 
were not altered, he fhould have to prefent a petition againd 
them, figned by more than twenty thoufaiul perfons. 

The petition wasoidciedto be teferted to the Commiltes 
on the bill,,-with an indtuiliou that ihe petitioners be heard 
by counfel. 

The Earl of Carysfort, from the Seled Committee, who 
were appointed to try and determine the merits of the peti¬ 
tion of Sir James Johndmie, Bart, complaining of an undue 
eieiSlion and Return for the didriit of boroughs in Scotland of 
Dumfiies, Kiikcudbiight, Anncn, Lochmabon, and San¬ 
quhar, informed the Houfe, that the laid Sdc 61 Committee 
have determined, 

Th.it Patrick Millar, junior, Efq. is duly elei^ed a Com- 
milBoner to drve in this preiunt Pailiament for the laid bo¬ 
roughs. 

And alfo, Thr.t the petition of thefaid Sir James Johndone, 
Bart, did not appear to the faid Selei 5 t Committee to be fri- 
vofous or vexatious. 

The Houfe having refolved therafelves into a Committee 
on the Catholic Didenters bill, Lord Beauchamp took the 
chair; and immediately after the reading of the fourth 
claufe, 

Mr. Mr. Mitford obferved, that having a variety of new 
Bditfbrd. claufes to move, which could .not be conveniently debated 
till they were before the Houle in a connedled form, he 
{houldy therefore, propofe to adopt them in the Committee, 
without debate, and to order the bill to be reprinted with the 
amendments, and- re- committed on a future day. 

The 
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The Majler of the RolL was of opinion, that if any other Mafterof 
gentleman had amendments to propofe, it would be proper to thcRoIU, 
move and adopt them on the prefent occafion, as far as that 
could be done without debate, that the Houfe, on the re¬ 
commitment, might have as much of the whole before them 
as poihble. 

Mr. Fox Paid, that he had an alteration to propofe in the Mr. Foajb 
oath, and that he widied to know whether it would be bet> 
t?r to introduce it immediately, or to wait for the re commit- 
ment of the bill. 

Mr. Alhfotd anfwcred, that the oath had been agreed tc? as 
it now flood, by the pei (nns whom the bill was intended to 
relieve, and that he hud no authoiity to make any alte¬ 
ration. 

Mr. Fox rejoined, that the alteration was faggefted to him Mr. Fox» 
by fome of the peiions inteitftev) in the bill, and related to 
that pait of the oath which dtl'avows the authoiity of ordi¬ 
nances or decrees of Councils, to ahfolve irom any allegiance 
to the King and (.iovernment, and from the ohligations of 
an oath. He next lead the propefed amt lulinent, the fpirit 
of which was iinivcil »ily appro\od; and aflei fome obfer- 
vations on the mode of woidipg it, by Mr. Pitt, tlie Matter 
of the Roils, Mr. Mitfoid, and Mr. I. H. Biowne, Mr. 
Foxobfeived, the words weie not of his thufing, neither 
did he think them the mt fl proper, hut they were the words 
of thofe who were to take the oath ; and a. the obligation of 
them was admitted to be complete, he fliould piefer them, on 
that account, to any other. 

The amendment was adopted. ^ . • 

Mr. Chancelloi P//f, adverting to that part of ijie oath Mi. PV. 
whicli declares, “ That no per Ion c.rn be abl'olved from any 
“ fin, nor any fin whatever he forgiven, w ithout furrow for 

pafl offences, and refuluiioii to avoid future guilt,* here 
remarked, that the Houfe, as a legifiative Afleinl ly, might 
very profierly exaiSl ja declaration, that no man can be ab- 
folved fiom moral obligation and obedience to the law; hut 
it was totally beyond their province to require a declaration 
concerning points of dodhine which included the forgivenefs 
of fins. 

The propriety of thi.s amendment was alfo admitted. * 

Mr. Mitford*s claufes wue levcrally brought up, and 
agreed to, pro forma, 

Mr. Fox next remaiked, that there were fev’ral alterations Mr. Fdt« 
either made, or intended to he made, in the bill, to which 
he now gave notice that be could not agree, and which he 
fhould ceitainly oppuie, although not perhaps to the extent 
of taking th^ fenfe of the Houfe upon them. It was meant, 
be underftoodf to change the name, by which petfoiis taking 
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t!ic benefit of the bill* were to be diftingutfhed. Why any ^ 
objection fhould be made agninft perions calling theniiLl\($ 
Catholic Diileiiters, whotliought that the n aiie was appli¬ 
cable to their (iruationy he could not comprehend. They 
had long lieen called by the nani- of Papilh in this count! y ; 
but we had alio be^n in the h ibit of nlling them traitois and 
jiiurd icrs, with perhaps as much juflic.. Papill was an in¬ 
vidious nime; and hp need hardly lay, in an aflcmhly of 
well in'oi.ni I men, no means applicable, in i s Audi 
Anle, t) the P.ngliAi Roman Catholics* as fuch, it ought 
nrtt to be continued. It was alio intend d to pri vent pcilcais 
taking the benefit of the adi, from exercifing a''v pitionage, 
which, in right of their propeity, they m ght pdfels, oi 
prelent to any livings in tlie chinch. This ) e th night not 
only invidious and unjuA, but abAiul, inalmuch as that 
which was thought a lulfiticnt lecuiity to th** Ooviinment, 
ought to be deemed a iulficient lecuntv to the Chinch. T he 
clauie in the bill, which denied fhe benefit of it to any per- 
lon who fhall Ipeak oi write agiiiiA the dodirine of the'I ri- 
nity, was fuch as ought rievei to have been admitted into 
any hill, a'ni the admiifion ot it into this was pcculiuly 
improper, fince it was never imagiiud, but that Roman Ca¬ 
tholics were fufficienily Trinitjii in to iatisty the moA oitho- 
dox Divine of the Church of hngktnd. 

Mr. Mr. Mm tin lem irked, thii it would give him conrein if 
Mdicin. thediaule were letamed in the hill. He lliould feel hinilelf 
humbled in his opinion of tht Honfe ot which he was a Mem¬ 
ber, and of the tunes in wliiwh he lived, unkis it wrre le- 
jedttdl , 

Mr. ^x»,Miiford anfwered, that he could affure the honourable 
Mictord. gen'^leinan that the change of mine w.is inttodiiccd by the 
defir of the p<^r{ons toi wliok re!itf the h 11 was int< tided. 
The article relpedting the dodliiiie of the 'I nnity was pre- 
ferved, hecaule it w is found in the A<^1 of Toleiation, and 
*he intended to have kft it out, foi the fjkc of avoiding dif- 
cuAicn. 

Mr. Fox. Mr /oaf fail, that as far as tint niguinent went, he re¬ 
joic'd th.1t the cl.uil* h..dhe''n intr iduced, becauie he thought 
It a iub’ejfl which O' <;lil to be dlk'iiitd. 

Mr. Put. Ml. Cliinc'lloi P/« .icknowh dged, th.it to allow pt i fond 
taking the benefit of the bill to ixercile Chuich patronage^ 
was a poiiit to which he was not prepared to give his af- 
- lent. 

Maftcrof I’he Afafttr of tJe Po!h ohltrved, not for the fike of iirt- 
•bcKoiik. meduite debate but of future couf’Icnition, tint to declard 
that prrfons t iking the c.ith, contained in the hill, Aiould 
not he cont'dtisi. as FapiAs, would go a much gttatei length 
than it was meant by tht bill to go. 
a 
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The Chainpan left «-ho chair, the report was brought up, 
ordered to be piinted, and farther conGdered on the cnfuing^ 
Friday. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

day^ 4 //j AjtIL 

The Speaker nrquamred the Houle, that piirfnan*' to their 
orde. ' > li 111 on ihe i^ih day qf Maich, h* had, on ' hurf- 
da\ t’» ' iich laft, flgnifi^d by wrifug to the L^nited 

C'* upan '^ticliint'. ot I ngland trading to the laft In¬ 
dies *h>- • •‘loll! n ot the, I foufi of file faid 2 ,th ot Maicli. 

Mr. Henr\ . »w.u irr i« poi »cd fioni the Coininitree r. 1 0 were 
ap* oin'td ro c\imini-tlu lifts of iiMie ptrfcii'.’name*, to be 
the Select C'omm.ft'e. to whom it 1, rel .ifd to e''jmine and 
ftitf’tl’f li\* 1.1I jctouiP , and othei pap< >b pitfinted to the 
:!iis lidlion ol Pailiainc.it, itli*iig to the public 
ncome ... d I xp( ndi’uip, and to riji'^it to ilie Houfe what 
Ins I "cn tlh wh de .n.. u .t ot the public m^'orne . ii(l expen- 
ditiiK dun.'*, the lalt li\t ^'al', and v*!*.**^ ina) herxptiCltd 
to h i!ie .iiiri'al amo'int ihcrrot in futui , a >d alfo what 
al*^»ia‘ onli’‘ td'-ii pi i c in the a’^'^unt ot the pi.Hic debt 
Iiiui tic ^ttiiiiv ft |aiu.a;\, 17CJ, and to t ]>oit to the 
lJ(ulc iipr n V 'ch I I c ptil'U! the M’tjfrPy kl.; that the 
Comi'i r’u had (xnnniid the lilK acco» hngU i d foynd, 
tbit t! e ni.i' 'ritv b ^lMfn u[ on the l.illowing j e loir, \ . 

j ’.nir y, i bj., W Ihnn Puhenry,!Llq., Su I li* ant 
C’l.iil Jlunbu.v, ii.iit., Samuel 7 hornton, biq., tliejnght 
h«) cniabla JJuditj Rvdir, Daniel Paikci Ihiku, Efq , An- 
dr \v i-ti'Jit, I (q , John .'>.11 gent, F.fq., and ViatthewaVIoil- 
tnf;!!, 1 iq.; and he i»Md the repoit m his place and aittr- 
w lulsd l.vti. 1 it III at the table, where the iam* was read. 

Ml. Heiiiy 1 Kmart, ftom theSfle6I Committee, who were 
appointed to tiv and determine the merits of the pC’Kiori of -i 
tieoige '1 itriuy, Kfq., couipl lining of an undue eleillon nid 
1. turn b)i ibe bo.ougbol Colthi fti r, in the county of Ldex, 
inf >rmed the Houle, tliat the laid Seleift Cotiinutiee have 
dt tei mined, 

'1 hit Cii oige Jackfon, FPj. is duly eleifled a Burgefs to 
It no in this pieicnt ihuliament for the laid boiough c^Col- 
chelh r. 

'riiat Robert ’'hointon, f fq. is duly e!c 7 ed a Bii^ -f* ‘o 
/erve in this ptcfoiii Pailiament for the laid borough of Col- 
theftei ; 

And that the petition of the Ciid Geoigc Tierney, Efq., 
fo fai as leljK-ifts the laid George Jackfon, Elq , did appear 
to the laid Selcifl Committee to be frivol us and vexajous; 

And .dio, that the petition of the f I ftcfige fieri ev, 
lEfij.j io far as lefpudls the fqid Robert '1 horntou, Elq., did 

appear 
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appear to the fatd SeleA Committee to be frirolous and 
vexatious. 

The following accounts were, upon motion, ordered to 
be laid before the Houfe: 

1. An account of the number of velTels, with their ton> 

nage, which have an ived from Ruflia in the feveral ports 

“ of (treat Britain; and alfoof theveflcls with their ton- 
“ nage, wliich have cleaied out from (treat Britain to Ruf- 
“ fia during thelaitten yeais, diftinguifhing the Bnulh fiom 
** the foieign.” 

2. An account of the ft*''ral articles imported from 
“ Ruflia mto (ire.it Biitain, fiomthe 5th of January, 1789, 
“ to the 5lh of l.anuary, 1790.” 

3. An account of the expoit to RuHi.') fiom Great JBri- 

tain, fiom tlie 5th of january, 17H9, to the 5th of ]a- 

“ nuary, 1790, diftinguiflung Bntilh fiom foreign goods.” 

4. “ An account of tlie value of the impoits intoCiieat 
** Bmain flora Ruffia, during the laft five yeais, and the 
« exports from Gie.at Britain to Ruflia during the fame jx:- 
“ nod.” 

Mr.Borke Mr. iffKrtr obfeived that, pr.hably, the Houfe would he 

furpriJed not to difcovcr, whjii he mfoimed them that he 
mufl beg leavw to prefent a paper to them concerning an 
Eaf-lndia fubje6, tha», ftiange to fell, it was not an im¬ 
peachment, but, what was ftill moie ftiangc, a petition from 
a j eifon who had been long in tl’e fervice of the Eafl*India 
Com^pany, and yet was milerioly poor. It was the petition 
of Joieph Fo".'k9, who held, during 56 years, an employment 
unde# the Company in India, whlcli, added to the length of 
his father’s fervices, mai'e up 110 lefs than one hundred and fix 
ycais, and, at the age of 72 veans, he found himlelf in great 
indigence. According to a rciolution folemnly entered into 
fome years ago by the Comt of DneiSlors, it had been for¬ 
mally fignifiul to the Go npuiy’s fervnnts in India, that if 
any of them, after a cerr.iin pctiod of lervices in India, 
fliould df fire to return home, they might be permitted to do 
fo, and in cafe, upon oath made of the fortunes they returned 
with, it fliould appeal that they were not woith ten tlioufand 
pounds, the Company agieed to make ih( ir income up acxrord- 
ing to the rate of 400I. as an annuity. Mr. Fowke, by the 
permifiion of Loid Cornw.illis, had returned home from his 
ilation of Senior Piivate Merchant, about fourteen months 
fmee; he had made the requilite oath as to his fortune, and 
fwoiii, th.Jt fo fai from being in poflVflion of ten ihoufand 
pounds, his circuniftances were fo ftiaitened, that he had 
not much more than forty pounds a year to live upon. His 
cafe had been regularly laid before the Court of Direftors, 
who had, neverthelefs, lefufed to grant him any relief; un- 

lefe 
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Iff' if could hf called relieftliat they had intimated to him, 
that he had their permiilioii 10 return hy thf of the 
Coiii])any'& and relume his llarion in India. It wjs 

veiy natiiial fur a man, at the age of fevs tity-two, to v.ifh 
to remain in liis native count! y, and auait that petlon.d 
fiiHiity v.hich htid fince adtually b(.f.ilhn him. Palsied, 
llie!<loic, a'Ml I’owkewa', and not ha\ ;ng any reafoiuthle 
expr'«>t..ticn I'f a long remainder of life, it was not tf) he won¬ 
dered at, th.ai in his 74th yeai, ht Hiould not he w’llhng to 
iiiidriiaKe anotlu r vf.jage to India, in older to l>#gin the 
woildagai.i: .md upon ihele gioiind', the petituiiei, Mi. 

Jhiike'.'i.l, r.ir.e to the Houfe lui iome iclief uiuLr fach 
ciir'imliai'ci' rf diflrtfs a id misiortiine in the fiill inftance, 
end uUiinaidv ol opprelfnin :.i.d injuitiLr. Mi. i''i!tkr‘ < dd- 
td, that hi k.iew not how the Houle coi.M irgili.lv infrr- 
fere and take cogoi/aiire of rh-piir v un « d in the | e- 

ll'ion, Inriftht) had ih»* po\\e», li.if liw t,a.s, ihat it was 
thi ir houiidcn d’uty to^prorct evtiv p.-il >n Cini>!o)ed under 
*he(ioveinm 'it of t!: cnuntiy, whttiii hv d.:c>.f coimvf- 
i'on. or thiocg!) tf’C UKJiu'uof tla ap, c iitnifnt ofth. 1 .It- 
I’liln (. (»nij3..nv. Mi.i’»r*kc. in ciuicliif in, r'ecl.irid, tlmt 
liC- J’.ad no .lUi'ik iity to pivtlgt lumh If foi the v.h.oh he 

h. d (-d „s the g.our.i’.s c'f tlie petition; tlic Company 

i. i i»lji (<( Iv !i»v. g'){ d rvaif’s to .illedge in ju'liiication of 
thin t n 'j/r ; . nd th i fete, in older that the tiilth of the 
C’<eii r’t It .v'cer:...!' ..nJ lid'jinntial jiiltitv he done to 
all panes, .ifiti the pitition ha’ hcen hiouglit up and read, 

’ ‘fliculd nioM that it he lefeiied to aCmnnniteef to enquire 

i.! If pert 1 1 tl'P Houfe. *" ^ 

'Th jit'iion w IS jjiiffiited and read. Tlie all'gatinns of 
It f'M'jioitcd til' f ic^s l.alfd hy Mr, Hiiike, and ni particular 
la.d g.e.'.t ill! ts on tlie haidiliip tlie petitionei was obliged to 
wnd< rgo, hy means of having Inen compelled to difclofe his 
lliaitenid ciu iimllaifres upon oath, if theX'ompany did not 
i'ltcnd to gian: him the relief of the iifual annuity in cafes of 
fimilar d'iheis in ollur feivants of the Company, who had 
n tinned home upon the faith (if the Compa'iy’s folemn le- 
lolution and del laration totheefFedl dated. 

Mr. n.’t (Member for (iloucedei) propofed defeiring aiTy Mr. Pm. 
iiivedigation i/f the petition, until the Chairman"of tbeEaft- 
IndlaCompany fhould be piefent in his place. 

Mr. JJuili: anfwered, that the appointment of a Commit- Mr.Buikf 
tec to enquire into the meiits, did not tend at all to prejudice 
the l')ir<*iMoi£, .and that he had alre.ady fignided the nature of 
the petition to fcveral of the Direfifors who were Members 
of that Houfe. 

Mr. Alderman Le lilifurler (the only Diredfor of the Mr L 
Eaft-lndia Company prefent) ohfnved, that not having had Mefur 
VoL. XXIX. I the 
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the honour of being in the direction at the time, when the 
cafe of the petitioner was under the confi deration of the Di- 
leAors, he could only fpeak upon the fuhjedl from the in* 
formation of others, who were in the Pire/lion at the period 
in queilion ; but from what he had heard, he cimreived that 
his brother Diredtors could aflUgn tire moA juAiAable reafons 
for their condudl. He thought it right, howevei, to liate 
to the Houfe, that Mr. Fow’ke was not in a fituation of prel- 
fing diAf-efs; if he had not a fortune himfelf, his Ion was in 
an affluent iituation, and he underAood that, iiuirh to his 
credit, he made hi. father a very liberal allowance, lie 
mention-d this merely to let the Houle teel thit the erfe ol 
Ml. Fowke w.as not i'o far pitiable as that lie ought to he 
conAdered a-, a perfon in a iituation oi pinclnng penury.— 
The Alderman added, that in'^A umioubli dly wiiat he had 
Aated, did not aim tl e jnflite of the cif*’. i*'b 'cg.ird 1 > 
that, the Ho fe would nectiTnily prot'‘fd as the<’j’funillantvS 
toheAaifd in th''repoitot the Ooinnnttee flioiild rtndei pio- 
per; and as it appeared to he the gen id inclination of the 
Houfe, that the p'titiou flioutd l)c lefern d to liie cmilicl**- 
laiion of a t ominiitec, lie had not, for one, the Imallcll ob- 
j-dlion. The Alderman, however, obft tved, that the C'c-nt 
<t ‘.Jiredlois wen at piefent hill of hulinefs; ana th'* 1 Ionic 
would hive their table roveitd with frivolous |retilions, 
fhould they difcover a difpolirion lo encourage the ptcltn> 
ration < I" .uch as might be oil'ered by the complaining part ol 
the Conp ifiiy’s fei V!V}is. 

Mr.Buike Mi. r< marked, that tl.c lionouiable gentleman h id 

taken acuiious ground of defcMice for th" Couri of l)i'e^toi«, 
and very wfll accounted for unacrountable things, and af- 
Agned the beA of all pofl'dil-’ rrafons fo’ faying nothing, ’..e- 
caoie he had nothing to fay. Whu *'aj|been the lionouiable 
geiiileman*' arguif - nt again A enterta’/iing petitions coinplaiii- 
jng of grit a'ices ? but that the countenancing one Aatemeni 
ofa j . vaiiCi '■ onld occaAon the intro Uiffion of othris. 
Could there be a better argument to encourage the Houfe of 
Commons to countenance petitions of that nature, than the 
broad. V ''»ating, that if they liA^ned to one complaint of a 
grievance, they would be called on to liAen to others that 
would not otherwife have been broueht forward ? In arguing 
that Mr. 1 owke, though poor himfelf, hail a weallliy foil, 
wh'i made him libei.l proviAon, the honouiahlc Member 
had completely opened tliepolirv of the EaA-Tndia Company 
and their Board of I' :e< 5 fors. If brothers were affeiflionate, 
paients tender, children pious, and friends kind, the EaA*. 
India Company were to do nothing; they looked upon them.* 
lelves as abfolved from all pledge of their public faith, and 
free from every engagement. After putting this in the 

ArongefK 
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ilrongeft point of view, Mr Burke alluded to the cafe of Mr* 

Larkin, and faid fomething refpe^ing that gentleinaoi which 
we did not > orreftlv nnderftand. 

Mr. Alderman Le Mefurier declared, that he faw no rea« Mr. Aid. 
fon whatever to have rendered it neceflary for the right ho- Le Mefu* 
nouH'ble gentleman to anfwer his arguments in terms foex-"**^* 
tirinely levcre. H6 was not reidy, on the part of the Direc- 
tois, it a man had a good brother, a tender parent, or a du¬ 
tiful fon, to aflign that as aieafon for denying himjullicey 
1101 had he faid any thing which amounted to fuch an argu¬ 
ment. With regaid to his private charadter, he'tniBed it 
was ai little liable to impeachment on the fcore of want of 
Iwiievolence, humanity, oi philanthropy, as that of the right 
honourable gentUman, or any other honourable gentleman 
m that Foiile; and lie could not recolledl a fyllable of his 
fonnei Ipeech winch »airanted fuch an attack as ihe right 
honourable gentleman had thought proper to make againft 
him. 

The Speaker put the quefHon, which was agreed to. 

Mr. then named his Committee, and, before he fatMr.Burlu. 
down, took an opportunity of declaiing that he never had 
lefs thought of impeaching the piivate charaffer of the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, than in what he had faid before ; Indeed 
he had no intention of criminating any one of the Direc- 
tois. 

The ufual oiders foi giving the cuflomary pofes to the 
Committee were made. 

'I he Houfe having refolved itfelf into a Committee on the 
rc-comiiiitment of the Corn bill, the^Speaker Itft the chair, 
and Ml. lhainfton took his feat at the table, tmt Commit¬ 
tee then ptoceeded to debate tlie ftveraJ claufes, and Mr. 

Ryder, Mr. Harnfon, and other gcntleuien, propofed dif- 
f( lent amendments. 

'I he 111 ft point debated was, whether the exportation 
price ftiould be 46s. or 48s.; in the difeuffion of which, Mr. 

Kvder, Lord Shellitid, Mt. Pitt, Mr. Powys, and many 
dilRrent Members, took p.iit. At !en{»lh, the Committee 
c.illed for a diiifion, but it was afierwaids agreed to take it 
on the diicufilon of the table of prices. 

Each cUiufe occafioned a difcuilion, and a divifton took 
place upon that which conhfeates the ftiip or veflel, on hcaid 
of which a certain quantity of gra'q or meal ftinJl be found, 
when not exportable. 

liiftead of this clnufe, Mr. Alderman Curtis propofed a pe¬ 
nalty of treble the value of the corn, ai'd a penalty upon the 
tonnage, at the rate of lool. for 100 tons meal* rement of 
the fliip or veftel in which fuch corn or meal fhouid be found. 

1 ^ I.ord 
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Tnrd Lord SA<?^<r 4 /lU irtl *gniil ih 01 iginalclatift, ind having 
Sht^itld. con^i. idfd li.i 11 wo Id upeiate ast a very gnat lurlOiip iip- 
CM tiK lull ownf-rs, laid, tl at he w JulJ divide the C m- 
iniUte lu tav ui of the amen linLiit piupofed by the lionour- 
.b’- 'Ideiimn. 

t> Ittti j’utiell fpole agnnft the oiigmil chufp. Mi. 
Rydtr, Nh. Pitt, the Attorney (itiitt<d, and Mi. Role, were 
againH ( uneiKiiiunt. 

At J» i., the Committee divided, and negatived the 
amndr.t t, il m I tiPg toi the origin d cl ndt, 
u^; Noes, 19. iXfijorty >5. 

A fill the d mIioh, the Committee pi ocee h d, until they 
cipi loth till rcgi lating the pnce^ of gniM, t 1 op ning 
and fv ilting the poi s; and that nirt ol tl« table luing u d, 
whch rnuMs, “ I Ii i the poits li ill bt opintd lor Ih- im 
“ jHiititUMi of toil gneorn, wliMi tin. puce ot ihui{li com 

Oiall imoupt r ' rr uj VI luL, ’ 

Mr Nli.pruvi objCi^ d to tlie ailn.ilhon of fo*egn wh'-.r, 
until the ploduce tf 'hi*’countiy ILould be at tnt ivciigv 
piueof 5 s. niIU“d cf 43!>. T'epultnt hill was fou'uud 
unfoitomtily upon the coin lull of i" 71 , which iep< I’ul 
th( coin lawii tint hid fxil’ed foi upwaids of i cmtuiv he 
foil, .ind under wliith old Ims the tiadt Ind ihutillud; 
I III hr CP the i(pc d of tl em b) tht n5l of 1 77^^, the pin cii Ic 
Cit VI Inch was followed in the pichnt hill, that ti ul< had hem 
d ftiovfd, ard ve were now become a coin importing, m- 
ftcii of a cf'iri t'porting country. 

\fr. Ml. 1 ) ht icmi'l d, that it would be incorrp tr iit f ir tbr 
R dt-. ’ oiioui ibh L,eiitkii in to move h s inu 1 Imtnt in ihf | n nt 
C oniHiitret , the only modi v 1 ch n uKl, it ib »t tiiiir, ic 
teiv' an adoption, inuJl be .1 1 otu n to *i gitive the wh >e 
tahJ . 

Mr. A^i. Tel 1 ron^endtd, tint it w u the 1 ui.e thing, as the 
Poi\)i. Crnimttn pti'fnfflv uideiilood his o’«|e^l. I'criov^d to 
have ilie 1 1* It oini ted 

Mr. N r. i )i/it al?*'ibed the inoi'^ ih of nwpoit itio 1, .illmh d tt> 
R>dtr by tl e hon ui ible geitlennn, to i’k mt'nieo* wi iltb, of 
|op iaf on, id lu\iiy, of b ties, ji d of ’il\ilbn,‘s ]\ 
contended, that th ptic*- bv which '’ni?(h coin wa, propoli I, 
by the table, to ' e [ roteiSted, would r )t ojii it to the dif 
ouiagement of igiiculture. fft obferved, tlirt all thepio- 
duiffions of tht eiith had increah d m pi ice in piononjon 
with that of wbe It, end tint .1 f.ir*-h'*r ipci P woild not 
opt rate fubftuui illv to the benefit of I lulb Ih', Inue 
fptli i» rrcafe muft ultimately tend to laile thi wages of mi- 
nufitflureis and labouieis, which would be Itv icly felt by 
tht landholder, and operate injurioufly to our commerce, by 

tailing 
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raiHng the price of our manufactures in foreign markets.— 

1 hr* bill calculated to prevent an aitificial fcarcitjy and 
to keep the price of wheat at a ptice neither too low for the 
grower, nor too Ivgh for the confumer. 

ion\ Cary\/ort W2<i of opinion that the chcapeft poffible 
mode ot procuiing corn for the confumption of the country, 
mull anfe tiom making the importation and exportation fiec ; 
fuch, howevei, was not the ohjedl of the prelent hill; its 
objeil was to lecute, for the people, coin, not at the lowtit 
piict, but at Inch i moderate puce as might infute the^giowlh 
of thf counriv to Iv adiquatc to its confumption; the whole 
ot which ol jidl w lu/aided by fixmg a lower price for the 
impoiiatioii ot corn thin fifty-two fliillings ; and kfs could 
not 1 111 to il.t> out 1 >1. the tillage of this counti y, and lender 
U^ clepmdaiit on otli^i countries for lupport. 

Ml J\ ,( H cent iidcd, that the priiicipil obltCl of the ]Mi. 
iJ )uie ought lo h’ the lupplvmg the country with torn ot i’tlha’H. 
its own j.r'iivih, whiuh could not be tlledltd, as hiiglind 
was litualed. unit Is the glowing of coin were forced by 
t( unties, or hv an ndmilhon ot exports W’hen the piicts 
fliould pio\t h'ghei than picpoltd by the bill. 

Ml. i' t coMcuvi d that a tiei tnide wou^d prove too Mr. 
pu It a vtiT^im, fii ce tht Iloufo ought not to nfk tlie exift- Pulttury 
tnti of tle|Hc'pK ipon anv llieoiy. hovsestr plaufihk. He 
thought thi: It rht larmeis wire iudeud tohecgjlLcJ, the 
pool would dllo he ciullied; and theie^oie be li ould clofe 
With till ptoolil ol the honourable gentleman to increale 
the pntp. 

Mi./?*<// r( ,ik’tid, that foit\-e-^Iii fhilhnvs a nuaitcr Mi. 
was not ino < tl .iii a laving puce to thr fariiici% and a>, by Cvftarj 
the pitlciil 1 I, rhey in vci cou d txptifl lo obtain nioie, it 
It fliould I 'I , ihoigh thev might ppflihly get conrultrably 
li lo, h' w IS < iM irccd that it would d»ltroy the glowing tu 
com, an 1 tint t'lmti* would turn their till ige into pifturc, 
to |ii vMit vl.ioh circumllance to thecountiy, he fliould 
gn his \fit< tor n p itiving the table. , 

Ml. r ht d base to trouble tif,. CommilUc with a ’ h 
t. b liTum wli ch lit had lecnved fiom ftvcial quaitus, and 
wtiich would prvse, beyond .ill argument, tint a 1 iripn 
could not gain u)f 11 4.8s. the qu.irter; liiict, .idmitting tlii^ 
he give only tAfiity fliillmgs iciit for .iii ncie, Ins tilhg* 
ai d otliLi expfiKC s would ninount to fix pounds tliite ih 1 
lings and flvep nee; to repiv vliiili, s.iluii tl'n^ tint an 
.If u* wt uld piodiue three quaittr*. at the hmhell nt t.* i»' e 
hill, VI/. 48- ihr farmer would ban, to d^tns ii»t< 1 
jM nt(« of 1( vHi ]iOUiids thiee Ihilimgs .and 1 \e ae / ',1 

.«o nioiu than b ven pounds toui fliill*ng>, 

Lu « 



PARLIAMENTARY A.j^gU 

Lord Lord Sbtffidd contended, that if foreign corn was admitted 
ttcffidd. to be imported when the price was not at 48s., every encou¬ 
ragement would be taken away from tillage. He next made 
ibine obfci vations on the advantages which America and 
Ireland would polTefs over this country in the growth of 
their coin, and ihewed the flrrong neceflity which would 
arife to guard agaiiill the operation which their imports 
might have upon our agriculture; but necellary as it would 
prove to guard agatnA them, it would fpeedily he doubly 
necefTary to guard again!l the advantages which France 
wouki have over us in the growing of her corn, unfettered 
by tythes and abfurd corn laws. Tire advantages of other 
countries would loon put a period to our tillage, unlefs we 
had pioteAing prices, and fifty-two fliillings he conceived to 
be the lowed which ought to be gianled. 

Mr. Fox. hdr. Fox maintained, that arguments from experience 
were to be relied on with the greateft fal.nv, and experience 
warranted a high protedlmg price; foi,':» ’ the old praftice 
of bounties, and under the old laws, the pric'* of wheat had 
decreafed, until the bill of 1773, after which time it inert afed, 
and the country, infiead ot expoiting, commenced, to a 
confiderable degree, the injurious pradice of importing com. 
Thofe who cultivated corn, ought to know, that Ihould they 
be unfortunate in their crops, the price would rife fulficient- 
1y to indemnify them, and, by fuch means, encouragement 
WPuhUbe given to tillage, and the poor ultimately benefited 
by_ a gi eater plenty. 1 he only fecurlty to the poor, mull 
cnfuefiom a^couraging the tillage of the countrv, .ind that 
was aloue to be done by granting bounties, or high proledi- 
ing pliers which* t^'ould operate as bounties. The country 
was opprefied by tythes, the colleiAion of which washaiili 
and inglorious, and he anxioufly wifiied that feme gentle¬ 
man in the Houfe would attempt toiulieve the countiy from 
thatQiecies of haibarifm, and difcouragenient to every agri- 
cultuial improyement. 

Mr. Pitt. Mr. P/« argued for the table, being*convinced that the 
fyfteni upon w’i^cli it went, fixed the pi ice high enough for 
the encouragement of tillage, and at the f.iine rime guaided 
againfi any fenous inconvenience to the conlumer. 

1 lie quefiion was Called for, and put, when the numbers 
were, f or the Table, 

Ancs, 53; Noes, 59. Majority 6 
th e remainder of the hill was agreed to be pefiponed, thd 
Houfe was then immediately refumed, and tie Committee 
•rdered to fit agiin on I'hurtday. 

1 he Houfe adjourned. 


Tuejday^ 
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^ucfda , and JVtdncJday^ (ith Jprilf 
No matci ul debate occurred. 

^hmfiajy Tth^piiU 

Mr C’nnCi.’lor Pi//, adverting to tbe elcf^ion petitions Mr. P tt. 
wh (li rem iinrd to be hcait), umaiked, th»t one flood for 
tlienexfdiv, ind two for the next weti, ont of which, he 
uitdciflood, Tiom tiu diflinceof the pi ice w hence the wit> 

I eflss rime, ti d o/i other aicounts, it wik ntctflaiy to ap- 
j Milt a Committer tor befoie the i<cels, as th< putting it ofF 
till aftet would lx ittendtd w.ih vety gtt it inconseiiitnce 
Old LXpciuc to dl the pit le^ intciefled. He ohlcrvcd, that 
thu [ etitK 1 ), 1 )i uhidi, iccordin T to the ordeis on the book, 

. f on iint t .. to hi, hdloted upon the mot row, was that 
’’olj edtin*^ ih<=> 1 ht ol eledlion loi VVcAmii fter. He did 
i)« t thtii le.^ hi I i th \lfi ih IS for tint cit) m the Houfe, 
but a. the r ghi honouruble gentl>'iuin oppoflte to him was 
I 'cl-^nt, he prtluiT.td he in pht tal e the hhuty of propoling 
tsdiierth hillot for th.it Coiunnttie to i future diy, .isth^ 

1 e II ingot r* i ] rntion wis not at ail pieilingm point of time, 
and IS It w Is iihi il foi the llmife to have olT balloting lot 
( otijin ttfis to try till merits of Lontrovnttd eledlions about 
in< i2th of \|Til III «\uy hffion il i ikw ParJnmcMt, and 
th V hid ilnadv lUcided as nnny, |v ihaps mou, thin had 
lu II decidtd 111 uiv iuimet t ifl f (hun ; he fubtnitted it to 
ti t conlideritu n of tht 11 iif»» wluthei it M»Muld no./ be ad- 
V fedile to liillot foi only one more C’oimnittee biTore ih" 

1 c h), (ihit for Oikni and poftpone the reft till .itler the 
h< liilivs, wliiii he thought it would at leift be \’*ot*-h while 
to try the (xpininent, whetliLi another Commitue was to 
h ohtaiiu d or nut 

M r. 1 o\ 1 lid, It Ind been his iden that tht Weftminfter Mr. lox 
jxti lon, as It reieiied to the leat of no fitt^g Member, 
oiigl t to give way to othirs, upon the meiit, of which the 
conipletenefs of i< prefeiituion moie immediately depended, 
mid rliPiffoie, as it always had been his opinion that three ,, 
billots a week wme not deflrihli, he had no manner of ob- 
^ei^lion to tlu I ight honourable genth man*s propofltion. 

Sii frilliamlonrF having obferitd that he held in his SirWm. 
hind a paper, which was m faft a petition fiom the Houfe Young, 
of Aflimfilv and Council ol (irenada on the luhjei^ of the 
flivr iride, ihhough it aflumid the name of a reinonflrance, 
ade'ed, th it it wi* couched in terms of great loyalty, and 
.'ilfo of gieat I fpidl to the Houle, and, if tire Hooie plcafed, 
he would read the contents. Haijng read it^ he moved, 

“ That the paper be brought up.’* 

The 
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The Speakrt intimated, that it was not the pradlice o( the 
H inie to lecuve remonArances; but the pipei being drawn 
in fnh rtfpc(?UuI teimt, might, if the Houie thought pio- 
pti, bcntonght upas apLttion. 

It w IS brought up accaidmgly, and oideieJ to lie on the 
table. 

'I'h- IJoufe adnnrned. 

I tday, 8//? 

f 

ii pcMUon ofceitain houfakecpeis of London and Weft- 
inirftii, K'lvriing Mr cinradiei's ot lerva.its, was rffened 
to the confi < laiion of a Committee 
■ 'r. hJi Ahmhih i<de, and bcgjicd leave to pier, upon the at- 
Minibin ttn’^ion tf ♦be Houfe. tlut a \ ’ry confulci blc lum of momy 
wi pa'd f>: lieinp to foioign n ition'!, who, lo far from bs* 
jng up n a friendly footing with thi> couniiy, hul at prefent 
1 ithcr gi\en us caufe to ugai I them m a tontiaiy point of 
view. Itfides. it was in the power of tbnft nations, on 
whom we depended for a fupply of the coinniodity, at any 
time, hy cutting it offi nioft nnttr aPy to n une the interell 
o' our miiiufaQurs. lit piupoft , thtiefoie. that waAe 
htidd, winch -t prefent were ufebis, Ihould be improved tor 
ihi purpose of the culture of hemp, and ihit the owntis of 
the fhoul 1 contribute i fum in pi op >11 on to the dtgn e 
of xihaiitagp winch they miolit dense fioin this iii>pio\c> 
ment, 11 oubr to dinnnilh the opprtflisc huidi n of tlit poor’s 
1 ires, J iius, a confidtribl- fum, wbic>, in oiu vein be 
Anted trlLanount*tMk.nnt lefs thin i million and a hilf, lent 
abioadfcr tbe purchab' of hemp, would l>e fined to the 
t nnriv, the manufif'uics would be htncfittd, and the 
coiiiMy Ml part rtbt vtd from a tnoA enc mous impofttion. 
lit ctOvlubd with moving, « 'J hat n Cimmittee be ap- 
po.ii’td to erqniie into the Aate of the culture ot hemp 
“ in tins coufitiy.” 

Mr V il- Ml. cc obli i ved, th it he felt*t neceffiry to lemmd 

bufoict. tht Huuli t1nt\hcy would foon have an opportunity of tak¬ 
ing into coiifideiation the whole meiitsof the moA important 
• que Aion conceming tin Anve tiade. In order to foiin a juA 
and conctfl judgement upon it, it would piove lequifite not 
onlv for every NTfuiher of the Houfe to peiufe the evidence 
v\ II vti h id been takf*n in the Sele6l Committee up A.nis, but 
alio toieid tin evidt nee given before the lb ivy Council. As 
tbe whole of this evidence was extremely voluminous, it 
would icquiie great attention, before gentlemen could diaw 
the juA conclufions, Mr. Wilhei force added, that he meant 
at once to move for the entire and total abolition of the Have 
ti >de, without any other propofltions or refolutipns on the 
fubjeil. 
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Lord Ctuhampton deemed it highly expedient that the Lord Car- 
Jloble iliould be made acquainted with what ha^ recently hampton. 
happened in the ifland of Dominica. He believed it was ge- 
I' lily known tl'at violent commotions and in(urre£lions had 
Iv t ik' n place in that il^and. But he could not afeertam 
OciM'i Ihecaufe^f thtie commotions was asgenerallv un- 
t il(( od J he flavts had conceived an idea, which had been 
li V uh.i ed into them, tliat the Ciovernoi had a powei given 
h in by the Parliament of (neat Britain; and a power his 
Lutdihip did nor know how to expiels, without q/fence, 
thoigh ht was far horn mcming any, that the Govtmoi had 
the authmitv of the Briiifh Pailiainenl, ai d of “ Mafia King 
Wilbi iforLt/’ foi a ifgulation, bv which they fhould not be 
obJigid to work more tiian th ee days a week, and be paid 
two iliillings a d ly, and the oihci ihite diys of the week 
wciu to ht holilays of couife. Thcii dtlign, when they 
niadt the Iitt irluireflion, hul Inen to cut thcthioats of all 
th( wliite inhah tants n; a given bout it luppet, and to pof- 
fi Is ihtmltlves of the ill md It was \eiy tiue that this com- 
m (ton hid been <juell<d by thi excitions of the Gosernor 
and the mlulntants. It was pievcmcd bv the 15th and ^;oth 
rtgiments, wh h hipp^'ntd to he on the ill ind. One ot the 
fold ers was taken piiJoiier by the ncgiots, and cut into 
pt und pieces wh I( list. Tin foldiers at laft got the btttci, 
and killed f( vei il of tin ni. 'J h nngl’adeis, it mn^bead- 
in itcd, wnetikcnto jji'fcn, eximinid, tiled, and, he be¬ 
lieved, had now p iid tin foifcit ot their lives. It was proper 

fliouhl he known that this wis one of the efie6f'<|>f the ho¬ 
nourable ge ntli m in's ill umkrflood pi kmthropyj nor, foi 
hisownpirt, wauld it excite his ailonifliment, were we to 
loie all oui V\ eft India ifl inds, as a conftquence of prohibit¬ 
ing the importation of Haves from Afiica to the 
Indus. 

Ml. If’ilhttfoicr obfeived, tint no p''ifon could rejoice 
pioie than hiinlelf tolu u of the iupp'eflion that infiniec- Wd’^cr- 
tion which had been mentidied by the noble Loid, as well is 
of anothet infuiieiftion which hid taken place long hefoieht' 
liid brought foiwaid the bufineis to the view ot the Public. 

Hr wis convinced that the nieiluies which weie about to Iks 
. ulopted on the fubjetf, mil id ot 1 nfing mfuiietflions, would 
t< nd to quell them ; and he had dways don' every thing m 
It'S powei to pievcni any ciicumftanco of this kind, by clearly 
diftmgnifhing, wl.at had olttiibcen rontnimdid, the abolition 
of the ft ivetiadc on thccoall of Afiu'.i, and the emancipation 
of thofe Haves who weic already in the \V i ft Indies. 

^1I. Chincclloi P// begged leave to move for a SeleftMi.Put. 
Coimpittee, to e'nquiu into the ft ite ot the public income 
and txpenditiMc. j\- the woids of the motion would fuffi- 

V (»i. ' MX. K cientlv 
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ciently explain the nature of it, he need only propofe, that 
this Committee be appointed by ballot, in the fame manner 
as other Committees of the fame nature liad been appointed 
on former occalions 

The Speaker then read the words of the motion, the fub- 
Aance of which was, that the ieveral public accounts, and 
other papers prefented to that Houle, during the prefent fel- 
fion ot Parliament, be itferr&d to the confideiation of a k'clcdl 
Committee; that they flrould conlid'*r and report the amount 
of the ^public income and expenditure duiing the laft five 
years; and tint the faid Committee he alio ditcdled to en¬ 
quire whrtthe public levenue and expenditure might ht ex- 
pcifled to be in future, ind what alteration hiJ tikcn place 
in the amount of the national debt liiice the 5th ot Janujry, 
1780. 

Mr, Fox. Mi./c\ rofe next, and basing premifed that endeavours 
had been made bj many to pnliiule this countiy that, dur¬ 
ing the lall fi\( years, iheintioii il debt had been confuUiahly 
diiuinillied, added, that he dul not pietend himf* If, li ''m any 
inseftigition of his own, to be able to decidf or to Ipeak, 
with CbitaintV, on the luh^edl. He had no oppoitunity of 
knowmg w’'etliei the allut ons wnetrue 01 fiHe. IK had, 
howevf, taken mote oppoituihtirs of examining into the 
flatt of the public u venue and expendituit, between Jan. i, 
1786, apd Jan. i, 1789, and he filt no difRcnltv in facing, 
tint lie was pertcdtly convitufd that the aflluions muK in 
another phee, and puticihily hv a nu>ll uipeifl ihic and 
noble friend of hi , were peifcdllv coticdf, iliai fiom j in. 1, 
1786, to lUn, I, 17^9, the puhl.c exptiidituie did exceed 
not only regulai income, but all income mivtiv llnjje. 
All accdti^ of that loit wue 11 itui illy involved in loine iii- 
tiicacj, and it w as an exceed nglv good int ifuic that .1 Com¬ 
mittee ihnuld he appo'nted to examine them. Hut it w.is 
veiy matciial for thn Houle toconfidtr whit fort of a Co n- 
inittee fhould ippointe.il for thxt pnipofi, an! how it 
fhould be appoifro^d. He leineinbered a Committee ofa limi- 
lai nature, formedy appointed by the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman, which gave much offence. He did not mean to hml 
fiiult with the inihvidu ils who h id compofed that Commit¬ 
tee, nor did he mean any dilielpidf to any one of them. lJut 
the names which compofed that C\>minittee gave every im¬ 
partial man a degree of diffatisfaiSfion. When a Miniller 
pretended to wifli tor a Committee to he ippointed tc) give a 
fair, full, and coiieQ account of the public finances, that 
Committee ought not to confift, as the foimei did, ot a 
number of the MimftePs fiienels, and of perlons notonoufly 
his warmeft parti/ans, headed by one of his colLagucs : it 
being naturally fo much in the powei of a Committee, in 
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Aatmg fubjeds of fuch great intricacy, magnitude, and ex¬ 
tent, to make a favourable or unfavourable report, juft as 
they thought proper. Mr. I ox dechr# d that he would pie- 
ftr any other mode of ele£ting a Committee to that of an 
election by ballot. If the Committee weie to be appointed 
openly in the Houfe, he Ihould then have an opportunity of 
taking the lenle of the Houfe on each of the narne^ which 
might be propoltd. No man would deny, that among thofe 
who iat on the lidt ot the Houfe on which he iat, and who 
proff fled thcmfelvei to be no friends lo the light honourable 
gentJemin’s adminilliation, theic wcie fe\ciat who weie men 
of bulineis, and menevtiy wav adequate to the inveftigation 
of a fubjedl ot that nature. It the light honourable gentle¬ 
man were to \ot{ mines openly in the Houle, Mr. 1 oxfaid, 
it would be competent tor him alio to propole fome names to 
the lloufi, which if the nght hoi oui iblt gentleman did not 
like, lu could alio takes the lenle c t the Houle upon them. 

)Iut il the Coininittit was appointed by billot, this could 
not be done. I he lift Coinmilte , however refpcdable 
till y weie individually, wik nohoiui if pointed, than every 
imputiil mill ha* Lxptiiltd his ddlatnf ct on. Ht did not 
oppolt thi veiy piopci ippi intincnt ot aCommittee, 
but his If Ic ohi ^lioii w n, to iti b..ing appointed by ballot. 

Ml C h incellor ih// lliought tint, on the prefanr occa- Mr. Pitt, 
fion. It would hi luilKiiiit to hate, tint the intcrcfting ob> 

1 oi inijUiiy to the couii*‘iy wtie, wlnt Iml been leilly 
tin lituPion ot the hnaiites hoi i the rime of tlje inftitu- 
tion ot till pl.in for the leduflion of tin national debt, up 
to the prelcnt piiioiP in the next place, wl|tt jfvas the 
pio p( e'l 111 iutuic w itli iigiid to the public incon^ and the 
puhliL I \j enditu'e ? hat proportion were they likely to btir 
lo each othtr'* I hefe were intertfting oh|f£fs, and they 
were the obj^fls which he wif*ud the Committee fully to 
inve/ligitc. He wjthed that a ilndt and iii^pait al inquiry 
might ht made into the fuh)e6V, not for th ce, hut for the 
Ipacc of five yeais. If they had confined their inqu'iics to 
tliiec years, it might have been mule as well two n us ago 
as at prtftnt. He was anxious that it might be underftood," 
that thcic was no ore peiiod which he did not wifh to have 
as fully eriquiied into as any gentlem in could wifli, being 
fiimly perfuaded, that whenever the mqiiiiy was made, and 
the mattei rightly undeiflood, it would ht found, that durin'r 
the three ytais between |an. i, 1786, and Jan. i, 1789, 
the public itveiiuc of this country had exceeded the expen¬ 
diture. As to the mode of appointing the Committee, he 
did not think it li.ibli to tlie imputitioii which had bien call 
upoQ It by the right honoui ihle gentleman, nor could he lee 
any leaion to imagine that tluy could not have a Ccuunittee 
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fairly cbolen by billot. Was it to be fuppofed, for a mo¬ 
ment, th It the Members of that Hou/l, in giving in their 
lifts by ballot, woald not conlult their duty, and a^l as f irly 
as they would do it inv other mode of piocetding wcie 
adopt! d * fie believed they would, and theiefore he iliould 
ceiia nly petfift in moMiig, that the Coinniittt! ht ippointcd 
by 1 allot. The right honout iblegeiitleniui Ind ipoheii with 
much pelioinl civilitv ot the lall ('oninntlte, but Ind ob- 
Icivtd tbit thev Ind givin grt it dift.iiisi n^^tion to evci v ini- 
paitiai man. Mr Pitt heit obleivtd, tint tome ot thoft 
who pretended to bi impaitiil men, might be, peil ips, x 
little pirtiil It w IS not by nny me ms t ilv to decide tni- 
ledtl) who was partial, and who W4s iinpnrtnl, on Inch a 
fubjri^ He declucd, th it he could noteonceive how diJli 
tistac^lion could have mien m tin bieiJlot an\ inin igimft 
th It Coniniittce, and he hi ml) believed tint nod tl Ui<>t kIioii 
had e\ilt..d 1 lie Committee in ift u poit the f idis, nr d the 
vt ae'vis on which they pioceedid to gioiind then opinion 
They weic, ihdefi le, t^tuniely liible to deiedtion. if llav 
did not i»-p irt f iitlv 1 01 his put, he hul tii (tjn il j) iton 1 
letpe^^ foi nil the iiuliviJuils who compiled th t C'onimittee, 
on ceount ot th 11 Iniwltdgi, infoinntun, i ul inteeiity. 
Tie w IS peituiiUd tint when tlu- liibiidl c imi i biond time 
i ndci cwilid 1 itton, it would iftotd the highlit til sfvdlion, 
iinet- the moic it w is i vihd ind iximinid, the moie it 
would appe ii tint th Conmittie hul p itiini d its duty. 
It w IS his iniention and 1 i& willi to pic>cuit nn idequ itt le- 
poit on tiu luh|tet, hut 1 e ftionld not controveit the iiglit 
honourililt gcntliinurs piopofition, tint thele wele on the 
cppoliti fide (f the iluul , tome giniltnit-n ot abilities md 
knowledge, who wttc txti nu ly cipable of thiowmg light 
ujon the‘ubjedt Liulouii^e h time weir At the inie 
tim , lowtvd, he hi | d the right honoonble gentle mm 
\V( iiM ot d ny, but ill i then might hiupeti, i eiT lp^, alio 
to bi tome ptilfan, ind it leaft as innny, on that tide of the 
1 , who wtie cip hh niid alto vet) much inclined, to 

ehte gt then duty with tidelity niKlhoniui; and whattver 
•ifiL n I of \Lmbeis m ght be cholen from one fide ot the 
H h, or fioni tiic other, it w is Ins tipccie wifli that, foi 
the p » oh ot ohi lining an ufeful and diftindl lepoit, in ill 
It i t '’is w I thy of the conlidiration of the Houle, and oi the 
PublK, the , in he filtdled fiom both 

Ir. Te V c I ri lit d his 1 itrfuftioii at difcovering that they 
w It iiOl to In luch 1 Comm ttce is the Inft; but ht ftiH 
lou ht thnt tl e b ttci w av of chuling the Committee would 
I In till Houh* id IMP opr 111), rither thin ma concealed 
manner, by meins of i billot; forallkiuw perftdlly well 
how lotto ot ballots wete managed. He thought that, 

con- 
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confide ring the delegation of fo great a truft, the Houfe 
flioiilil declare the names of tliofe whom they concei\ed nioft 
fit to compoiu tlic Committee. 

Mr. Cli uicclloi P/i? aiifwered, that either at the prefent Mr. Put. 
moment, or.it my moment, ilie heft proof which he could 
1,1 VC that the foirntr Committee had done tluit duty, was, 
lint 1 e felt po difiicultv m letting the 1 u 1 )]p 61 be ic\iied, lo 
th It it .my eiioi had eicaped, it might be d'tefted. 

1 he Spt il ei tlrn put the qutflion on the firft motion: 

“ 1 hat tl le\ei il ae<omits, and otbei p.ipers prefented 
** to this lloufc. Ill thidfeilion of Parliament, relative to the 
publii income md (.\ptndituie, be refeired to the coniide- 
“ nition of a Selc^-t Coiiiinittee, and tint the laid Committee 
“ Ik diiected to ex iniiiu ind llale the l.ime, and alfo to le- 
“ jiort to the Houfe whit nny be expelled to be the miiual 
“ amoi lit ot till Indintomi md c xpeiidituic in futuie.” 

Ml Chmcelloi Piitnext inond, 

"I Int the 11 inhfci of ilu 1 ml Comniit»ee be nine. 

T.hat fill 1 lid CommitUe be enulen by balloting. 

“ i Int lb* Ml mbtis ot tliii. He elt do on IMondiy next, 

“ .It twoo’cliek, propolt lills to be put into glafles ot nine 
“ ixHoii * n mil s, to bt ot the laid Committee.” 
lb le motions wut c 111 ird. 

i hrotdtr if tin di> foi tal mg the report of tli# Qiitbec 
b 1 into taiiliei cot file i.itior. Ins mg been leid. 

Ml. Hufft) liegg d leise tei inlorni the Houle, that be hid Mr. 
a pet tion to prclc nt fiom .1 iiumbn ot \ci\ rcfpi^.ible per- HulUy. 
Ions i^amll the bill in (]ueltion. 1 hi v bad coiiC|^\ed lb it it 
washkily to pio\c pii ]udictal to then ti idi. 

1 he petitK n was biouglit up and .iceised. It confi ned 
the pi lyci ( f Itsei.il iiu i chants, warehoubmen, and nniiu- 
fiQuiirs of Qiiil ic, tint the bill might not pils into a 1 iw, 
inalmucb as, after Insing duly weighed the conlequ iiees of 
It, they fiaicd tliat it would Ik attended wi*h great injury, 
p.utieulatly to then tiadi and eommeiee. 

1 he petition was oidered to lie on the tabk. 

'I he S|>eiker then put the qucllion “ "1 hat this lepoit be 
“ now tal on into fiitbei eoiilideiation.” • 

Mr. Hufley moved “ That the bill be re-committed.” 

Fox lenntktd, that the bill contained a \ nitty of Mr. Fox. 
clauses, ci the utmoft impoitnncc, not only'vith lelpedl to 
the countty to which they immeduitcly lelited, but toUieat 
Biitaiii. Aliny ol thele chiiles appealed to be \ciy exeep- 
tioinblc, •and luch as he could bv no means fubfenbe to. The 
bill propuied to gi\e two Aliemblii s to the two pi os inces and 
thus fir It met with Ins appiobation ; but the numbei of pei- 
fonsot whom thefe Alltinblies weie* to confift, dileived par¬ 
ticular attention. Although it might be perleiSlly tiue, that 

a countiy, 
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ft country, three or four times as large as Great Britain, 
ought to have reprefentaiives three or four times as nume* 
rous, yet it w.s not fit to fay, that a imali countiy ihould 
have an AiTembly proportionably imall. Ihe git at objeot 
in the iiiilitution of all popular Aflcmblics was, that the 
people Ihould be fully and freely reprefented; and that the 
reprefentative body fliouli have all the viitues and the vices 
incident to fuel) Afleniblies. But when they nnde an Aflem- 
bly to qoiifiH: of fixteen or thirty ptifntis, they Itemed to h'in 
to give a free conllitution in appeal ante, when, in fadt, they 
withheld It. Tn Great Biitain, we had a fepttnnial bill; 
but the goodneis of it had been confidercd doubtful, at hafl, 
even by many of thofe who took a lead in the prelent bill. 
The light h moutable genllema II (Mr. Pitt) had himielf lup- 
poited a vote for the lepeal of tliat adl. He did not now 
mean to diiculs its tneiits; but a mam giouitd on whith it 
had bien thought deftnliblc was, that a gtneial election m 
this countiy wis attended with a saiiety of inconveiiiencies. 
'I hat general eledtions in Cutat Ihitain wiie ittendcd with 
fevtial ipconvcniciici s, could not bi dou' trd, but when they 
came to a country io diileu it in all ciicuinll met > as Ca> 
inda, and where (lodlions, lor many yiaisat It ift, wtrt not 
likely to lit altt iided with tht conlttp't nces wlii^h the) dtiad- 
ed, whv^thev iliuuld niaki. Inch Ailtiiihhcs nut aiinu d or 
tri&iinn!, but ftprtnnnl, w is bi' ond his ctnnpu henhon A 
fcptcniiiil hill d li not ajijily to niiii) of llie moil relptdlihle 
perioi s 11 flni country ; th y night be pei Tons engaged m 
trade, and\if choli n upicleMitUivcs hi lesen yt us, they 
might not he in alituition to ‘iil^iid dining all tint peiiod ; 
their aflans might call tlum to I ngland, or many othci cii- 
cuniftances nueht ai ilt, cfltelually to pust-nt thtm fioiu at¬ 
tending the lerviet of iht.r col nti v. I‘ut ilthmigh it might 
be inconvtnient tor luv.h peilons to attend iucli Alllmblv lot 
tlie teiii) of Icvei^i \( jIs, thev n ghi be able to give the 11 at- 
ttndance toi cnc, 01 evin foi tluet jt us, without any dangtr 
01 inconvenience to their mineicial concerns. By a lep- 
tennial hill, the ct untry of C mad t might be depiivtdof 
Anny of tlie ft w n pielentatives that weie allowed by the 
bill. If It fhould bt la d, that this objection applied to Great 
Britain, he completely doled it; btcaufe, although there 
were perfons engiged m tiale in the Biitifli Houle of Com¬ 
mons, and man / tf thi m\t ry woithy Meinbcis, yet they 
were comparanvclv fi w ; and theiefore he fliould think, that, 
from the litintion of Canada, annu li or triennial Parliaments 
would be much preferable to kptennial. Of the qualification 
of tledlors he felt it impofiible to approve. In Puigland, a 
fi&ehold of fi rty (hillings was iufiicient; five pounds were 
iiecifTaivm Canada. Perhaps it might be faid, that when 
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this was fairly coniiclered, it would make no material diffe¬ 
rence, and this he iufpeded to be the cafe; hut granting 
that It did not, when we were giving to the woild, by this 
bill, our notions of the principles of eletfiion, we fliould not 
hold out that the qualiffcations in Great Britain were lower 
thin they ought to be The qualifications on a Houfe were 
fill! higher; he believed, ten pounds. He thought that the 
whole ot this conAitution was an attempt to undeimine and 
contiadi£l the profeiUd purpoit of the bill: the iiitro^u< 51 ion 
oi a popular (lovcniinent into Canada. But although this 
was the caie with ulpi to the two Allcmbhes, although 
they WLic to coniiil of lo inconfiderable a number of Mem¬ 
bers, thel(gifiati\c Councils in both provinces were unlimit¬ 
ed as to numbers. 1 hey might conlift of any numtser what- 
evei, at the will of the 1 jovernor. Infiead of being heredi¬ 
tary councils, or councils chofeii by eleftois, as was the cafe 
in lome of the colonies in the Well Indies, or cholen by the 
King, they were comp&unded of the other two. As to the 
points of hendiljiy powers, and heieditaiy honours, to lay 
that they \\ it. good, oi tint they wticnot good, as a gene- 
1 \l pio|ohtion, W..S not t ilily mairiL lined ; but he faw no¬ 
thing lo good in I eicditny powus uui Iioiiouis, as to incline 
us tointroditi. tlum into a countis wlicic tluy were un- 
knossn, ind b^ Inch im ins dilhnguiih C’an uh fioip all the 
colo ues in till Wilt Indus In couiitins wlicit they m..de 
a put of tlu ronilitutinn, lu did not ilvnk it wile todehioy 
tlum; I ut to g'\(. biitli uul litc to luch principits in couu- 
till s win le tlu V did noi txill, apjit iinl to him to ife txeted- 
ingl) uinvilt. lit, could not u.<.ount for it, unfcls it was 
thitCnmli, h u in*^, Inen loiintih i I i inch colonv, tliete 
nuoht bt 111 oppoituiu s of lesisingtholi til’es of honoui, 
t’ ixiinJif n of which, 1 o«tu gmtkmen lo much deplored, 

I d to I M e in tbe W t ft ih it ipint of chivalry, which Ii ul 
f iHcn into tl ‘^ijce in anciphhi uiing conuriy. He thought 
th-le poweiN nd luinours wholly uunecciruy, and tending 
ritht. to mdt i new conftitution woilt thin hettei. It the 
coiiiiCil wcf'wholly luicdit i>, he Inouid tquailv obie( 9 t to 
It; It woi'l I only Id to tnt power ol the King ind the Go- 
sirnoi ; fo» i co'ned, lo coi>ftitMted, would oolv be the 
tool of the( 70 \'*rnf r, is the ( (V£T->ior hinih*f would only 
be the tool uid i i\g'iu ot the King. lit d.d n< t c!i irly com- 
pitlund thepiri ' ( i which tlu bill niide foi theProtiftint 
chrpy. By the I'rotfl intcUrg,, In liippt Itd to Iv undn- 
ftood not only ihi chioy ol ilic chuich ot Lngiaiui, bi.r 
ill d Icnpticn, ot P’otiftints. {It totally dilappioved of 
ihechulr, winch t *1^1 , “Tint wheiieier the King Iha'l 
** in 1 c {lantj ot I Uid , r ne It venth pait of ‘hole 1 »nds lb ill 
“ be ippupiiaifcd ic i! t Piotcllaut chigsHe had iwo 
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obje£lions to thefe regulations, both of them, in his opinion, 
of great weight. In all grants ot lands made in that coun 1 y 
to Catholics, and a majority of the inhabitants wereot that 
petfuafion, one fcventh part of thofe giants was to lx tppro- 
priateil to the Proteftant clergy, although they niig it not 
have any cute of foul«, or any congregitions to nifiiin^l. 
One tenth pait of the pioduce of this countly was aligned, 
and this, perhaps, was more than one ieventh pirt ot the 
land. He wilhtd to depiive noclf^rgymin o*'h sjiift tigliis ; 
but m'’fettling a new conftitution, and living down jtw 
piinciples, to enafl that the cleigy fliould have one liSfi tli 
of all giants, he mud confels, appealed to him an a*d ud 
doiStiine. If tltey weie all ot the churth ot Lnghnd, this 
would not reconcile him to the ms liuie. It mighf he ilkcd, 
why ihould not they have as much as thole ot th'* chinch 
ot Lnghnd ^ In this countiy, we Ind thit which t( mt con¬ 
demned and others piailed; wchid i kind of ftiew', hut dill 
a pioportion mud be obteived. IhegitUtd part ot thrle 
Pioted int cleigy wtre 1 ot of the chuich ot Fnglnml; tluy 
weie chiefly " 1‘^t aie cilKd Piotednit Dilfuittis in thi, 
country. 'Ihty weic, timid re, going to give to Didti- 
ters one teve ith put ot all the 1 inds in tin province. is 
this till propnition, ticlui in Scot! ind, 01 in any othu 
country, wh-i». tluiercligi us piinciplt-. wi u i)’‘of 11< d >' It 
was not the propoiLion, eithti in Scothnii, or in any othci 
ecchfi.idit il toiiiitty in 1 utope; wc were, theiffoie, by this 
bill, making .1 lort ot piovilion toi th' Piotedmt cleigy ot 
Canadi, vvhiclt was uni nown to the m in every pirt ot I u- 
jopp; aproviiion, in his p,)it.litnlion, which would 1 ulm 
tend to conupt thin to In n lit them. 7 he rcguhition'. vveie 
likevvif*, input, ohicuri, hecau't, att( i it h id It iti 1 tint 
one Pventh poition of th hnd flvould always he let ifide toi 
the Proledant chigy, it did not dit'* how it fhould he ap¬ 
plied. 7 'he bill wa, lil.tv* 11 i/Leptirnilde, as fir as it i - 
laled to the rtgul ition of. pp d*' buittiis werr, in the hi d 
ind-ince, to cany then complunt' bctoic the Courts otiom- 
mon law inCanidi; it m Fituhid with the dicifionsot tnole 
Couils, they might anpi to the (lovcinor and Counr 1 ; 
it difTiiishcd with their indg''nitnt, they might then appi .il 
to the King Ill Council; and lu xt, to tlielloui* ot l.o d'^. 
Now, it the I loiile of Lot Js was i hetlei Court, whic»i 1 e 
believed it to I e, than the King in Council, why conipil 
thtm to appe il to tiu King 111 Council, li'toiethf, could 
come to the Iloiile of I oids by not apply to tlx IToiiie 
of I ords at onre ? This coi M infwcr no poihhle puipol', 
but to rendu lawtuits exciedingly expenfivc, iniUxceeihngly 
vexatious. Tbcfe weie the ptincipil ohje^luns he had to 
this bill* 7 licrchad not yet been a v ord laid in ivplanation 
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of it, with all its vatiety of claules and regulations. Tt 
went til tough the Hoyle fikntly without one oblcrvation ; 
It alio wtnt ihiough the Committee only in form, hut not 
in luhllaiice 01 all the pomts of the hill, th it which flrucL 
him the rnoft fotcibly, as the divtfion of the piovinceof 
Canada It had been uigcd that, iuch iii'an^, we could 
ftpaiate the 1 nghfli and the 1 ruich iniiabitants of the 110- 
^ nice ; that we could diftinguilh who wt it onginally 1 tench 
fiom thok of I nglilh oiigin But was this to he dciiitd ? 
\\ as It not i«thc i to be a\ oid( d ' W is it agn eahle to general 
pi lineal exjMdi iic> ^ '1 he moil ddn ibh ciicunillaiice was, 
iLit the 1 tench and I pi l.fli inhabitants of Canada fliould 
unite and coaitfct, a« it w it, into one body, and that the 
diLlitnt d llnittioiii of l' e peopU might I e ^-xtinginflied toi 
{\ci. If ibii had bttn the ohjeil in view, the I'liglilh laws 
might foon have jji» sail'd uinstililly thioughout Ca"'da, 
not liom lotce, hut lio’u choice and convidlion of tlu r fu- 
pwM >nt> . H' had no dtwhr, that on a fan tiial th» y would 
ht fo’M'il fi( fio.n a'l ohif cti n. 1 lit iiiluhitants of Canada 
hid not th i isss uf 1 1 nut. i ’it con nif rc .1 code ssas never 
Cjl.thlilhid tluM ; lh(} iV )d i,)('1 ili txc'^d'iiglv inconse- 
niviit cmlom of ihiip. lit ssifiud the p opl' or that coun- 
ii V til a k j»t lh( J iiglilli laws fioin cho'Ci, and not fioiii 
foi I : a ui lit did not tlnnk ilit disifu n of the piosince the 
PI' II lil-ih nieiip to hung aliait thu I’cliiaMt tiuh *111 his 
I I iii^n. t’l >■ h II ssas alio oh)'^tioujhk, a*, far a- it ii.laled 
It 'lu, I ml n\ III and the I i»l*‘as k 01 j us . i 5 l, s\hi.hthc 
C in id ns wtit 1 nd to einoy by an 01 ill 1'IK t of ih y,,osiiiLe 
h w iS flap'], by om oi tlu Cot'ii* 1 t tl 1 bai, tliUciilioi 
lhi uid'iianct. SI I Uii p, ivc the nibabi uit > tin riiilb) |ais,ct 
I h It svhit ii all uKd incni tlu btiuli^il *' H ibea. Coi jn ■. 
• if, siouId(\piit befoKMlii liMcuild)i! into a lass. It 
tips weie Hue, it ssas an ob]i .0.1 to tin I * 1, and ought to 
b' i-nudiiil. Ih ttuili ' til It the 1 Itu li. sojld alfo Itiioullv 
coniiuti the piiticiHai iitiatioii ot C.iiiidi. It ssa'' 11 it to 
be compared to tin \\ cfl Ip h ; it ss is i c luntiv ota diUV- 
niit na’-utp; it did not coolUl of a f w whitt inhabitants, 
and anmiilxi of flavts; but it ssas icounttyof gieatgrow- 
ing po))u!atioii, wlvcli liad intn ifed stij much, and wlncli, 
he hoped, would iiKUali much nu le. It was acountijns 
capable of cn]usnig political iiudom, in its utmeil <.xtant, as 
any otlut couiitiy on the f ice of tin globe. 'Ibis country 
was fitu ited mar the colonics ot North Ameiica ; all their 
animofity and bilttintf^ on the eju 11 m 1 between them and 
Cjrrat I’Mtain was nosv oscr; anil he believed that there were 
very few people unoiig thole cokmies, svbo svould iv t be 
readv to admit every perlon belonging to tins country into a 
participation of .ill their piivikges, and would receive them 
VoL. XXIX. L with 
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with open arm«> The Governments now c Hahlidied m North 
America were, in his opinion, the btfl adapted to the htuation 
of the people who lived under them,’of any ot the Govfin- 
ment<^ of the ancient or inodt in woild : and whtn we had a 
colony like this, capable ol freedom, and capableof <« gieat 
incieafe of population, it was mateiiil that the inhihitants 
ihould have nothing to look to among th* u neiglibouts to 
excite their envy, Cmada mult be prelerved in its adhcicnce 
to Great Bi itain, by the choice of its inliihitmts, and it 
could not poflibl) be kept by any otlni means. But it inuil 
be ft'il by the inhabit in<s that ihtii litu ition was not worlr 
than that of tlitir neighbours. lit wiflnd them to Ik in 
fu(h a iituatioii as to hnse nothing to envy in any pait of th(‘ 
King’s dominions. Inii thi^ would nevei piove tin cafe un¬ 
der a bill winch held out to them loni tiling like the fhndow 
ot the Bntilh conftitution, hut denied tluin ttx (uhftincf. 
Where the principhs of libeity wen gaining gti)iin(’, wliith 
woiild inert ale, in conlti|uenc( ot the g( lu 1 il difiufion ol li- 
teiatuie and knowledge in the world, tin \ fli iild I ivt aCio- 
vernment as agiecablt to the gniuine piintiplc tf fr (dom, 
7S was conhfli nt with the n ituie of circu nU inn s 1! dul 
not think tint thekiovtrnminr intended to be iliddiOitd by 
the 1 ill, would piove lech a f loveiniiunt; and this w is Ins 
piincipil mot'vt tor o[ poling it. 1 he ligiflitive Councils 
ought tubi totally fte;(, md lepeitedly choien, in a minner 
as iiiucn indcp ndt nt ot the Ooveinoi is t e iiatuieot a co¬ 
lony would admit. Tliole, he cunceivid, would be tie 
luft; bu*’ it not, they fliould hive ihtir feits foi lift; he 
a]>pumfO[l by the King, confift of a lim ted numbei, and pof- 
i( Is no heuditary honoiiis, H hole honours might be veiy 
proper, and ot gieat utilitx, in countiies wh ic they hid ex- 
liKd by long cudom; but, in hn opinio 1, thry wcienot ht 
to he introduced wheit thi v had no ciigtiiilt xitlence; whtie 
tin re was nopiiticulu t> ifon lor intrcducing them, aiiling 
from tilt natuie of the countiy, itstxte f, its ftate ot iin- 
pioiemtnt, 01 its pi euli 11 i.uiloins; wheie, inftend of atti i 61 : 
mg icljteOl, tluy nnght ixcite envy ; and as hut f»*w could 
enjoy thtin, thoie who did not, might he induced to toim m 
unfavouiable companion between their own lituation and 
that of their neighbours, among whom no tuch diftindhons 
W'ere known. Lveii whiift he felt himftlf perKdlly di fiio s 
oft rtablithing a ptnmnent provilion for the cleigv, he ro .Id 
not think ot in.iking for them a provifion lo conlidetabie, as 
wa. unkiiowii in any countiy ot Lurojie, wheie the fpeciesof 
religion to be pioiuled toi prevailed. It was upon thefe 
grounds which he had Hated, that he felt hitnre.lf ]utliHcd m 
ieconding tlie motion of hu honourable frioiid (Mr. HuHey ) 
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Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid that, although he did not feel Mr. Pitt* 
himfeif iticlined to oppofe the motion, he could not avoid 
cxpr.. fling his icgrei that the claufes which were objedled 
aguuill, had not attiadled the attentioti of gentlemen on an 
earlier day. At any late, it was not owing to any fault of 
Jus that the hill had not been fully Jilcufied in the former 
flag*.s of it: hut, confidcring it, as he did, to he of very 
great impoitancc tofoim a fyftem for the government of a 
colony, which, both in point of duty and interell, they were 
hound to do, he protein d Ijimfelf to be extremely anxious to 
couit ill opportunity of receiving every fpecies of obfervation 
and information which could be obtained upon the fubjefl; 
and theiefore he acquieiced in the re-commitment of the bill. 

As to tlie firft objedtion of the right honourable gentleman 
againft the manner of foiming the Aflembiies, he muft con- 
fefs that it was certainly his wifli that the AlTemblies in both 
Provinces might prove numerous enough to anfwer all the 
purpofes of a popular Allembly, as far as the circumftances 
of the two provinces wele properly qualified for that fituation. 

But he doubted very much, according to the prefent ftate of 
the colony, and the population in that province, whether the 
Aflemblies could be ic-ndired more numerous than was pro- 
poftd. 'I’he Houfc would, however, have the goodnefs to 
coniidcr, that there was not the fmallefi idea that the Aflem- 
bhfs lliouhl not be increafcd, when the population of the pro¬ 
vince iiuieaied. The AlTemblies undoubtedly ought to be 
extended with the growing pupuhation of Canada. He be¬ 
lieved tiiat A \ery numerous reprefentative bodyMrasin no 
lefpeiSl dcJlrahle, and they ought always to bear fome pro- 
})ottiun to the circumfiances of the country. With rt'gard 
To the dui.ition (A the AiTemhlies, a Houfe of Aflc'mbly for 
leven yeais would furely prove bitter than for a fborter pe- 
liod. In the other colonies, the Council and Aflembly weie 
ronfiituted in fuch a manner, as to iiivell the (ioveinor 
with mole intiut nee than would he given to him by the pre¬ 
lent hill. If the Affeinbly was not properly conflituted at 
ill 11 , it mull he lecolleiSled that it was fuhjfi^ to revifion, 
and that it might eafily afterwards lie altered. There was^ 
iioiliing to hinder the railiament of Cireat Biitain from cor- 
lefliiig any point which might heiealter appear to wantcor- 
ndtion. As to the Legiflative Council, he totally and en- 
tiieiy differed from the right honourable gentleman, who 
tliought it would be bettei if it were to bean ele£liveCouncil, 
in ihc manner which had been lately eft-'lihllicd in America. 

Hu did not think it was the hufinefs of ihnt Houfe to difeufs 
what was the heft confiitution of Government for France, 
for America, or for any foreign country; and this had been a 
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reafon why he had always declined making any remarks cun- 
cerning the affairs of Fiance. Whether Tiance had choien 
well lot itielf, 01 whether America had choien well lot it> 
felf, he had no difficulty in declaring, that the 1 nghffi con- 
ffitution which we hid chofen, was in its ptinciplc the bed 
foius; l)etter than any of ihofe republicin piinciples. Ho 
laid he did not mein to uie the word r publican as an ob> 
noxious term, but none of thofe republican principles which 
the right Honourable gentlemin had deiciilied as tin conlt- 
quen(;e of a greatei extcnfion of learning and light, and 
which, hehadfud, ftione in the conftitutions of Kiaiict and 
Ameiica, could improve the conftitution of But un. J hey 
did not appeal to he li ch as, it adopted by u , oi any ot our 
colonies, would beany improsemint of out conJlitution, but 
the ieve»ie. fAn ariftocritical piinciph being out pait of our 
mixed Government, he thought it ptojier that theie ffiould 
be furh i Council in Canada as was piovidecl for b\ the bill, 
and winch might anfwer to tint put of the hi'tiih conili- 
tution which compoied the othei Hoi ft r f Pai li imc nt. itli 
lefpeid to the Pioteffant clcigv, 1 e wdlicl to mal c an u e- 
quate provibon tor them, fo tint thev niight ht fiipporttd in 
as rtfpetSlahle a htuation as prffihle. I he gis tliem a cci- 
tiin poition ot land was tlie n off eligibh mode ot (uppoitntg 
the clergy wrhich hid occuittd to hi run d ; ind as to the 
piopoit^on of oi.e ie/tilth, wlethti it w is or was not too 
much, if It turned out to be t< o much in futuie, the ffate of 
the laud ippropriattd to thi clcrg\, likt esety thing elfe pro- 
iidcd by ihe hill, was luh)e£l: to a u\ihon. At pufeiit, he 
imigined tint no man could think th u one ieventh pait was 
unrtjfon.ihle; and it was to he lecolleiffed that one ftventh 
had alnioft gtown into an c ffahlifiic d cuftom, vvliete 1 ind h ul 
bteii given in comniutition for tythes. One tenth of the 
pioduci which took plictiii I ngland, muff bi conteflid to 
It i fai gieatei piov'lioii than one ftventh of land. As to 
thediMfionof the piosii re, it was, in a gieat meafure, the 
tundaniLiit tl pait of the hill; and he h id no fciupletode- 
claie that lu confulercd it as the moff material and cflential 
part of It. He agiftcl with the iighthonouiahlegpntLm in, 

«in thinking itcxtremfly ilebrable that the inhabit mts ot C.i- 
n.ida ffiould be united, and led I'nivtrfilly to pirfcrihe hng- 
liffi conftitut on and the I ngliffi laws. Dividing the pro¬ 
vince, he confidered to he tlie moff lil ely means to efff this 
puipofe, fince by fo doing, the t rench fubjeiffs would he ft n- 
fible tint the Biitifti (lOMtn.iiCiit h ul no I’lUntion ot fo»t »ng 
theEnghffi laws upon tlw n, and thciet le tlvy would, with 
more facility, look at tl e op^ntion and eflu^ ot molt liws, 
compaic them with the opLr.-tion and effect of ihtii own. 
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probably in time adopt them from convid^ion. This, he 
thought, was more likely to prove the cafe, than if the Bn- 
tifli Governpient weit all at once to fubjeft the whole inha¬ 
bitants to the conBitution and laws of this country. Expe- 
rifneo would teich them that the Lnglifh laws were beft; 
and he admitted that they ought to be governed to their latis- 
faiflion. Jf the piovnice had not been divided, there would 
have been oi.ly tini Houu of Afli’mbly; and there being two 
paities, if tholf pirtus hul iieen equal, or nearly equal, in 
the Alli’mbly, it would l»ive btcn thf fouice ot peipetual 
fadlio.i: il one of the parties had been much ftronger than 
the other, the other n ghr } iftiv havi comp'iintd that they 
were ojipulT'd. It w i'* on that piiiualion tint the divihon 
ot the pio ince wu cvv-iv I to be the moll likely way of 
attaining tvtiy deliiai 1 end. 

When the t,j had put thequeftion, and after it was 
cained th it the bill flu uld be* re-committed, 

T ht report ot tii Cathobc DilTenters bill was brought up, 
and till ti .Lial anundmciits made in the Committee agreed to 
01 II pe^t d, wi’li \ rj little debate. 

Lpoii th * liiggt ft'on of Mr. box, tl e claufe which requires 
Juftuts of th.. I’e lee to commit perlons frequenting places of 
worAiip authoiifi d hv the bill, mil lefufing to take the oath 
containid in it, was nut a,rniittfd. 

On the cliuie tor tnibling Citholic Diflenle!s,*who ftiall 
take the oath, to prefi nt to ecclefiaflical livings, 

I'he Ay(t//rt of tfi R Us obferved, tint the intention of the Maflrr of 
bill was to lehcve a ct itain deter ption of men from penalties the Rolls, 
and dilabilitits; that the power of prefenting to Chuich be¬ 
nt hces was not a ci\il right, but an eccleliaftical right; and 
that .ilthough tbt law coid dircd that powti as piopeity, and 
aM otiiti d.flenuis from the cftibliflied chuich weie* allowed 
toexcicile ir, yet h-* could rot, after hiving maturely con- 
fideiedthe point, think tint it oiglit to be granted to Catho¬ 
lics, withou*’ ci nfidention. 

Mr. Tltt'dhnm obiervidtlnt, although it might feem rather Mr. 
ft'ange 111 thioiy, th't a nnn lliould be allowed to rccom-Windham 
mend i tciclm in a thuieli, of winch he himfelf was not a 
memhir, he did not think tint anv piadfical inconvenience 
could diiK fiom It, as ihe chuieh InJ the means ot pievent- 
mg an improper pnfon tinm being intioducid. 

NIr. f 9 x remiil ed, that the Houle ought to attend to the Mr. C^x 
piejudieesot the lowei chfTes of p''ople, who weie not ca¬ 
pable of enicrng into the refii el ilotlrine^ol toleiation, and 
who, if they law i R.crian Citliolic en.ibled to pn fen*^ to i 
chuich living, would be ftrongly impufit'd with the idea 
that Pail I anu 11% ai.d in n m pcvei, were toiallv indifFeieiit 
about’'ll I II. 


Ml, 
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Mr. Fox faid, that admitting, what he did not believe, that 
a Catholic would lie more likely to piclmt an improper pcr> 
fon than any other lay patron, the hilhop of tht dioceie had 
the complete power ol re]e£ling the perlon (o pnlented. He 
had the power of enquiring into his moialthai uSler; of ex¬ 
amining him both as to his Kirinng and Ins faith, and of le* 
quiring the ftrongefl pofliblc tefl of his lincerity. Wlure, 
then, could be the danger to the chinch > All other diflen- 
ter&, capable of acquiring landed piopirty, ]rws, and if it fo 
happen,'Mahometans, were allowed to exeicifo tins ri, ht 
of piopeity, tor, a right of pioperty it was. Tpon whit 
pnnciplc, then, eithei of fecuiily, oi of jufticc, wt re('itho- 
hes excluded'' On all fubjedls of general tulcr.it ion, it was 
fingulatly foitunate foi his aigumcnt, that in tins kingdom 
two religions were by law cflablifl>ed The afl of Lnion 
wifely piovulcd foi the fecuiity of the kirk of Scotland, .is 
well as toi that of the church or Lngland, and thus g ive a 
triumphant ex imple of tolerat on. N\)w, it fo hippeiud, 
that the King, who was by lawr ohligtd to be of the chinch 
of England, often prciciited a miniitei to i Scots kirk, with* 
out any diiigei appii bended from the piiientation of an im* 
proper perlon. It might, peihaps, be laid, tb it the two Uni- 
verlitieSy in whofe gift were th* livings to which Catholics 
were not allowed to prefent, wouPd objert ig mill the claule, 
but, witPi all his great rciptdl foi thi m, he did not, in this 
particular inilance, com eive that their objei'lioiis ought to 
be confidered as valid. 

Ml. Piti. Mr. Chancellor Pitt d« dared, th u li ft It no di^hcultv on 
account of any intereft which the I inveifitus might be fup- 
poied to have iii the cl uife. He (hould tntcrtdin i irmch 
humbler fciife of the honoui of b< nig the repulentativc of 
oneofthem, were ht not ptilijadul lint hi> confluents 
would have no o'*j» dlion to it on mat iccount Hut the 
cliult in itftif was not proper, and would obltiud the pio- 
grefs of the biM, wliuh they wert ill fo anxious to feepalTed. 

1 he object of the bill wis to relit ve thole toi whofe benefit 
It was iMttndid, fioin the levmty of pniil ilitutcs, and tx- 
jd ilion lioin civil truft, and Itood totally unconneiSed with 
any (tcltliafiit il tiuA. 

Mr Tox. Mr. obfnvtd, tint the expciinunt Indhitn air ady 
tried with i' Iptd to all othti dilh nters, jiidnoillconrequence 
found to rcfult fiom it. 

* Ml W. Mr. //. Smith faid, tint the DilT ntf is, m iiguintr for the 
Smith repeal of the I dl a6f, hid d dared to tin chuich of I ngland, 
“ e are allowed totxeuilean tci Idnlfinl trull, and no 
** dangei enfues; why do \ u then Wiihhold fioin us the 
exeicileof a civil truft”’ 'I he anlwei wis, “ We have 
“ the means in our own ha ids of | leventing the abule of 

a “ your 



^9 


A, 1791. DEBATES. 

“ yo”*' ecclefiaftical truft.” If this were true, with refpe^ 
to l)jflr«-nrers in general, it mud alfo be tiue with rtfpeft to 
Citholic Diirenteis, and an iiiefi igibleaiguoient m favour 
of the cl n It 

Ml, concp ved tint the experiment might be tried Mr. 
withca’’ my dangi'i to the eftiblifhed church. I he oath Powyi. 
w's upt n tlu» tooting which thole who were moll intert lied, 
hil dic^' rul, rtiidptihips might not in general be obje£lion* 
ibl 

Mil \ ht I ud, that this was the fligc of th& bill m The 

wilt I 111 I hi Ills ought to be jiiopokil, it g Ulmifn hid Sjiakc 

I \ 10 tl I 

Ml ‘'mith, Ml 1 ox, Mr. Pur, ‘•u \\ m Young, Col 
M thod, Ml Piiiil n, ind on Win Do'beii, Ip ike , when 
Mr loxditino tl it ht hid iu> wiili to di\ dt the Hiule 
upon It tl c’ 1 lie i\ IS ii 111 t 1, 

(^iiihi* it'tcliuk, thn I’u lls tlinild 1 ny the in^illi- 
b li y ol the th i , ind ablolul on h\ Piiehs, 

\ii ti 01 111 th It CLitiiii w r U, CXI itlTi ig thit de Mr 

< 1 ii t in, mij ,1 t It Icic oit, b lau Ik h 1 -•sed that \ try Smi h. 

It w 1 apiil d d t' Ii' 1 tlu*- is 'ins piiticilai part of h ir 
Cl ed, n itl ss u ihtv lo b’ ul ti ijno a t is to trud the 
fori»is< nc Is o( I I s to ihe 111 * then pi fits, 

Mr C hint I’st/* inMtieJ, t’ t peibips »> hei words Mi Put 
tb i ibol in ID u dmthehP, mi lithe i lop'll d f but dill, 
hi* tlioM^hr, tliiK Ih uild he 1 une cnulf in the bill, which 
went till It 1 lb ct exuni'i’^ n 1 he ^'ipiPs an avowil 
•lilt nop , o! b man ]K Vi.iwintiv r, could abfolve fins 
c iniinit’ d 

% I. ‘ nil h isj (^ 1 ti,if X I c^ Ilk m olu ht altered to 

iniw riht u, os I il n. u. s» ul “ ixcept or ginal 

Ini ’ 

\ . I j\ ih 11 n, i I it ir ihi ( It the R iman Cithohes, Mr Fo« 

OT P pill , i tins \\( c c , vs » ot ^l*•ogtther tieited 

t il\. 1 ht miciln n li d tn i 1, *• it» u ”1 iftshid 

KKiunvledg d ind i\ )\»v. I nl t c 1 culoua i^d * lUrd doc- 
rriiKSixhich um Ind tti tl e i cliarge, without tser consult¬ 
ing tht in non thtn I mill 111, II tl this conftffion hal ne*t 
vtr been III lit on tlu n put, Jn this light, he mull con¬ 
tend, tint ciluin n s \\t 1C thrown out agimdthem, which 
thev 1 id not dfftrv d, iiid wli ch, if the chuit umaincdm 
It prelcnl ftati, tluv mud dill lieundei. When an honour¬ 
able gentleman h d tnrnttoned origin il fin, the oblerv ition 
hid bet n tic ited ]i>btl\; ind more fo, in his opinion, than 
It ovgbt tohivcb en. In ourown cdiblidiedchcich, there 
ieemtd to be Ionic icknowledgemtnt, .ind preventive igaind 
oiignil hn, IS well is imongd the Roman C itbolics ; one 
indaiico he would mention, which wis the idei of biptifm. 

He 
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He might not be fo orthoilox, or fo well informed in thofe 
matters, as fome other gentlemen; but on that point of ah> 
folution and forgivencfs of hn, he coiilideitd an Englilh 
clergyman to bejud the lame as a Caidtnal of Rome. The 
oath he wifhed to be as fimple and explicit as poHihlt, and 
thereby the leaft in danger of being evaded, or miluiulerlfood; 
but, as including in it a religious 01 a political telf, he could 
not approve of it, having often cxpiefled his opinion to be 
diredlly agunfl. all tefts, eithei political 01 icligious. 

Ml. Put. Mr.Cluncellor i^///teplitd, tint all tor which hr meant 
to contend was, tint tome words ought to be in the oi^h, 
which obliged the perfon t iking it as .1 qiialihcation to hold 
an office, to fay, that he did not bulic ve it was m the. pow< 1, 
at the pleafurt 01 dchie of anv humin bci ig whilevi,!, to 
glint forgiveucls of fins, oi abiulution tor any offences coin- 
mitted. 

Mr. Fox. Ml. Fox obleived, that ho*ve\er fome gcntlemin might 
chufe to cntertiin m idea tint it was ill o 1 to Romm Ca¬ 
tholics whit oirh w IS pn Ic’ib^d, Ikciu'u they fnppolt 1 .1 
mental rcltnitim, hi indiilg d no Inch fupp jfiMon i f in) 
fe£l whit ver; and nnn\ giei*- coinrncs mull hive lulincd 
fiom lurh i^conlequinic, Ind it CAiftid, hug hefort this 
time. H‘cerrunlv hul i m»ntil lei n 1 i m iq on thishi'I, 
and was iiJt aflnnud to own it, beciuu ht kiuw it would 
not go IS Hi is It ought to di, uid u ml another hill w is 
biought in to go irucli f nth 1, h coi 11 not b* tatish I 
thiljuilKi. is doiiL citlui toihclvomui C'tih >lici, 01 m 1 ly 
other dll V I 1 fiom the ertivhffiid churen, whon he 
thought d^'tr.jpg, from theK t mdiiif, (1 Me ciuntfnnce 
of the Leg UL ic. i o this h U nr igietd, n hopi stint a 
better'’lid mo' cx’cnfne one, upon tti pt iiciplt ot toLi i- 
tion, would fo n h-* bio'i., u 1 >tv\ iid, it it w is nit, he 
fliould itteinp*'foinethi g of lint 1 uid, thour li he fiiKi k ly 
wiftied It might CO ne ftoin an ntci of tli Hiufe whence 
gieitet fuccels might b* » xp <51 e 1 to at’cnd it It h d been 
1 nd, tint tins bill includnl everv p lion m its piovilions; but 
In (hnied that it includ d him or any othei Meinher of 
iPuliament, if they did not tike certain oaths, when pei- 
haps they were not inclined to t.d e any oiths at all. 

J^iff rent amendments wete made in thecliufcs, which 
were all gone through, itul the bill was oidcied toLe leport- 
ed upon the enlu iig W tdnefviay 

The Houic adjoutiieU. 


The 
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The following Papers were laid on the Table, for the pe* 
rufal of the Members: 

** £xtra£ls of Letters, ftc. and Accounts, relative to the 
Settlements in New South Wales, 

** Extra6^sofa Letter from Gover •'or Phillip to th^ Right 
Honourable Lord Sydney, dated Sydney Cove, 1 e- 
bruary, 1790. 

<* WHEN the Supply kfr Norfolk Tflipd, the peoph* were 
all vrry healthy, and they had vegetables m the greateft 
abundance; they get hfh wlien the weather pennies the 
boat to go without the retf, and, at times, in lucli ciinnti- 
tics, that fiflt IS Lived to the people in le u of (alt piu\ if ( nc. 
1 hey make their lines from the fl ix plant, but unfoitunately 
we have not any perfon a\ho und« rllanJs how to dit (s it. 

“ Half a pod of cotton being found on the ifla d, (iippofed 
to be brought theie by a bud, and a cocoa nut, v;lncb was 
perftdlly found, and appeared to h ive bi 11 but a (lioit time 
in the watei, be ng tin own upon tli>“ beach, have gi\en fome 
reafon to fuppoie that both tin (c articles will be found m 
fome tflaud al no guat dill mce. 

“ Lord Howe llland has been exammed, but no fiefti wa¬ 
ter, ot good anchorage, bt mg fbund, it can be of no otbei 
ad>antageto this fettlemeiit, tlian occafionally fuppiymg a 
ii w turtle. 

“ 1 had the honour of informing your I.ordflsip, that a 
ttlelnent was intended to he made at af place 1 named Rofe 
liill. At the lie id of tins barboin theic is a creek, winch 
at half floiwl has watei foi latge boats to go three miles pp ; 
and one mile highei the watt t is ftefh, and the foil good. 
A vi'ry indulliious man, whom I brought ftom England, is 
emjdojed then* at pseleni, and has under his diiedlion one 
hundted convidls, who aic employed in clearing and culti¬ 
vating tlie giound. A harn, granary, and other neceflarv 
buildings, aic eiedted, and twenty ftven acres in com pi •»- 
mile a good crop. The (oil is good, and the country, fnr 
twenty miles to the weAw'aid, which is as fai as I have exi- 
mined, lays well for cultivation ; but e\en there, the labour 
of clearing the giound is veiy great; and I have feen none 
that can he cultivated without cutting down the timber, ex¬ 
cept (ome few particular (pots, winch, from their lituation, 
(hying at a diftance from either of the harbours) can be of 
no advantage to us at prefent; and I prefume the meadows 
mentioned in Captain Cook’s Voyage, were feen from th« 
high grounds about Botany Bay, and from whence they ap¬ 
pear well to the eye, but when exammed, are found to ho 
‘ VoL. XXIX. M ijiarfhes. 
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the draining of which would be a work of time, 
and not lo he itt^mpicd by the firft fettlers. 

*• IhtC«pnin’'» which until litrly did duty at 

ToQ. ITi 1, 1 low riilucLd to 1 [ leutennnt ind twch"* pii- 
\ itf , Mil m’ d mi rely is i ouaid to the lion which 
font 1 n 1 ' pi \iliois, ind wli cn is hi t’u udoubt, fi r I 

a p now I hi 1)1 tlicii IS nuthinj to he ipi reh(.iid(.d fio 1 tl e 

» 1 , I ^11 litilt 1 t nt on wh rh hul bten u 1 u I 1 1 

t ir ol , in 1 e thin v\lnt w is iinnuli mly gun Oil duly, 
'* Mci t' ’ lull, IS no 11)1 111, I lequii d, 

^ d 1 y C o\e, a'l tin oFic is lu m good huts, nnd 
^emtiiii >iiiicks, T d, ilthoiij,!! nnny untortf n d Ifi- 
cii' us li th 1 It ill, I h li ve tlutr is not -in ml vi- 
•1 \ t 1 » c f) I I M) th piiv itf i Idi r, who* litu- 

ii n I lu r I I I 1 iM t tl IS tin < th m tu h id iii) icilon 

tifsi) t It toul 1 1 in th ''Oiiiiilth iliict yens Itu on. 
\iditis 'hw III’) Mill l) <- c ) I i "*• , lid thofe who hive 
b fii 1IV w vs 111 1 I hi vt ’t iMi in pi ritv 1 he, 
b 1 1 liii^ now c I \ I ’■ on 11 ( i 11 n I fl< ne. 1 he 
h ueiMCid'drr 1 il v/is ♦o co 1I1U only thi'=t loom , 
liithi»i g ij k 1 toil 1 1 it on, h s b tii eili ,td, emit ns 
lisuxni, iiul is 1 ) \ II i ml’’, til it 1 ^ icluiii'^ it will find 
f r i ii n I 1' r I V u 

* i] I or s li b n 1 telv t \ 1 1 1 n witli 1 t , '•nd 
t' \ 1 1 y I I '■ m till ” 1 ns, while th \ d> 

< nlid 1 ••'e (* 111 V, , m i T th lols 11 t^ c It i''Scould 01 ly 

1 ) litvn I 1 in \ e ill th piovifi ns tint w s oidntd 
t I tl ) , iiiininy *' 1 ’ s r f iLi *• ml net wen found to 

I i ’ 1 1 ( I t t ’ <1 I I )\ 1 1 Ik Ms n th >I (WO u- 

• r s 1 V 1 t , i nc 1 11 ing, li t» I i n n >1 i' in tuel 

* I 1 1 \ (I,,! t. ♦ 

‘ t th tilpoMli si V 1 III h rtf If a 

n I III ht tl oni Cf) IS I is ir I oth r , t s(' emu 11‘^s wile 
rhclLii IS in ht w ch, *’ d ttfv hi 1 UiMv iiFwci d 

tht 11’ pn p ill d, I o i ) hfiv li VII ^ » 1 c m n It eil f ir 1 - 

V d iiif nl s, I (1 thi c ) n s mi e lui dh u ' lU' M sh \ d 

If M rh n 1 I ex| * ilv t v t oiu i *s 1 u i 

ed d iUi 111 tht 'alt vi i loir w n t,t ciittd ll i 1 ; 

) r 

^ s Of r two y 'ITS hm now ] irt d me we ^ lit' n h 

II this c > mt \, t »Ti" 11 '’’Ml f Pt mi\ he 1 >tmcd of t' fii 
n It , an I 1 1 ) 1 ( VI 1 fiin r or m nt lit I'thv f hm t is t' 
h( ‘ >u din any put of the worli. (^1 (i th nl i 1 
t'l t\ who vvire landed, mnv of wh \i-«* vorii 
oit by fldr'* , tl e feurvy, and various dilordiis, (nlv (•- 

VI ry two ha\i» died m one and twenty mo iihs, an 1 by the 
Surgtoi s ictuins, it appears that twenty fix of thofe dud 
i.n liKidsu cf lo’g ilanding, and which it is mon than 

prob'shle 
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probable would have carried them off much fooner in Eng¬ 
land. Fifty nine children have been bom in the above 
time. 

“ In l-^ecember the corn at llofe H II was got in : the corn 
was i xccf'd.nj; Ro^'d; al)out two lu.ndrcd bulliels of wiiear, 
and i'xt) uf barley, v ith a liuall ejaantitv <'f Hax, Indian 
corn, and cati’, ail wir.cii is pufeived fot feed. Here 1 beg 
leave to oUttvf to yoer I.f'rdihip, that it lettlt rs .are ftnt 
out, ;:mi 1 the copvi'.'is liMdcd anioiigri tbem, tliir fettlement 
will vrrv lijr;ilv ir.a'.nr.iin iti'rll; but without wititb, tliis 
conntrv c.iniu't be ci.ltiv.ited to any :idv:tnt:>»e. j\t pie- 
ft-iit I h.i\e Oi ly one perf. n (v ho l-as about an IiLndrcJ 
convitlils iindc'r f t d.u chi m) uho is capil wed m c.dtiv.'itiiig 
the ground for tJ.o tn. blic bent l;t, and l.f l;as u ; unied the 
(]i'aiitirv rf corjirb'Vft intinicii ,1 intc tiie note; llie 

cihctrs baxe lo t ;a>h J»!. ffe:.,': i'lipoit the little IVh k 

they ha'e- be n e pioiind 1 ha\. i ad ::i ciib.i\.i'inn "ill re¬ 
turn about foitv bufli' ls of V.hot' inio iioie ; fo ih.it the 
pioduce of the lab* ur ot the eii!'v.'.''s- einplc-v' d in culti\atir:n 
jus been very ih. "it d "hat iisgh’ b.eti and 

wliicb I lake rbt liberty of I'oint’og ovit to sout Loidfliip in 
thi.s place, to Ihiw, as tul'y pi % the Hate of this co- 
h ny, and tlie neccibiy of i!':e consivi.s being cn:plcf)’ed by 
til. le wbo have .m intt o ft in th- it ur. 'J he giving con- 
\iifiS to the ofluers has been hiibcito lact-ffarv, but it is at¬ 


tended with nj.iiiY incoMveii’.onc:.-.'', bjrwhiclt the advantages 
arifing to the t lficeis do not '■• • I-'- 


make amends. It will not, 


tlieiciore, be continued after thi- lietacliment is u-l'eved, un- 
Icfs p.nticulaily direcJlcl. The nunil'ors employed in culii- 
'a'.ion will of courlc be increaiid, as the necefftry buildings 
are hniflicd, but wliicb w ill be a woilc of lime; tor the num¬ 
bers in this fettlement who do nothing towards tlieli own iup- 
port, exceed thofu enaployed for the l^ublic. 

In November, the .''ujiply hulfd tor Noifolk Tfland with 
fome convicls, and returned after being aiifeni fix weeks.— 
. All tliepeople, 111 tint illand were well, and their crops, after 
all they had fuffered fioni rats, birds, and a worm which 
I had done them confulerable damage, fo good, that they had 
. grain fiifficicnt for fix months bread tor every one upon the 
I jfi.ind, referviiig fiiflicient for theirnext year's crop*. 

* “ Fatly in januaiy, lyyO, the Supply .again failed for 

iNorfolk Illand, with mote convi{>s; and in her paflage h ft 
aCi finall patty on Lord Howe liland, to turn turtle; hut in 
llifieen days only tliree were taken; fo that no great advan- 
Itages will accrue at prefent from thence. The ifland has frefli 
^ater, but no good anclioring ground, 

1 ‘f Since the deaths mentioned in a former part of this let¬ 
ter, one woman has fuffered for a lobbery, five children have 

M 2 died^ 
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died, and twenty-eight children have heen horn; making in 
all reveiity-fevea deaths, eind eighty-feyitii births. 


Extraft of a Letter from Governor Vhiliip to the Right 
Honourable Lord Sydney, dated Sydney Cove, i^^th Fe¬ 
bruary, 1790. 

“ IN order to get a kn.nvle Ijrp of the country rornd this 
fettlement, frequent exeu? .n;, ha ve been made fince the ihips 
failed In November, I78i>; loor vfrtr w? ich I went to Bo¬ 
tany Bay, and the live c! v s ipent in harbour confirmed 
jne in tne ojunion I had hrft fo. med ^-f it—that ati’orded 
no eligible filuation foi fixmg tie rv..r!,.aiu’iK, and was a bad 
harbour, not alh ruing good foruritv for iliips againfi the 
eafterly winds, which fieiji i.nvy bLw vory hard ir; ihe win¬ 
ter, and which h.as been f.i'.ler pro've 1 bv C'a-irain Hnrter, 
and the Firft Lieutenant of tlie Sirius, when theie to fui vey 
the bay. 

“ After having been ft veral times with the boats to Bro¬ 
ken Bay, in oidri vo examine the different branches in tjiat 
harbour, a river was found; bui the want td provifrns ob¬ 
liged us to return without hving able to trace it to its h uice, 
which has fince been done ; and m the fixt ten days we were 
then out, all thofv brandies whi h had any depth of water 
were traced as far as the b«'ats could procectl 

The breadth of this river (named the Hawkelbury) is 
from 300 to 800 feet; and it appears, from the foundings we 
had, to be navigable for the largt If merchant Blips to the. 
foot of Richmond Hill; l-ut as the water near tl'C head of the 
river foinetimes riles, after very heavy rains, thirty feet 
above its common level, it would ivt be t-ife for fliips to go 
fo far up; but fifteen or twenty miles below Richmond HilL 
they would lay in frefli water, and perfedly fafe. 1 fpeak 
of Richmond Hill as l>eing tlie head of the river, it there 
growing very lhallow, and dividing into two branches. 

“ The high rocky countiy which firms Broken Bay is loll 
as you proceed up the Hawktfbui y, a;'d the hank<< of the ri¬ 
ver are there covered with timber, i< e Viil a rich light mould; 
and judging from the little we faw .t :.he countiy, I thould 
fuppofe it good land to a very coniiderahlc extent; the other 
branches of frefh water are flinal, but probably run many 
miles farther into the country than we could trace them with 
our boats. On thefe rivers we faw great numbers of wild 
ducks, and foine black fwans; and on the hanks of the 
Hawkelbury, fcveral decoys made by the natives to catch 
^iie quail. 


« Rich- 
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Richmond Hill (near the foot of which a fall of water 
prevented our proceeding farther with the boats) is the fouth- 
ern extremity of a range of hills, wJiich, running to the 
northward, mod probably join the mountains which lay 
nearly parallel to the coaif, from fifty to flxty miles inland. 
The foil of Richmond Mill is good, audit lies well for’^oul- 
tivation. Our prtifpedl from the hill was very extenllve to 
the fouthward and cadward; the country appearing, from 
the height at which we were, to he a lovel covcrrd w'i’h tim¬ 
ber ; thtre is a ilat of lix or feven miles between Riclimond 
Hill and a Ineak in tSie mountains, which lep '.rafles Lanf- 
duwri .tnd Cannavlhen Mills; and in rVus bar, 1 iiippoie, the 
HawkHhury continues its courfe, l);rv.Inch could not be 
fcen for the finiljcr, that, with veiy fow o.cepricns, covers 
thecouo.try ’.v’:t.revcr the foil is good. 

“ The gjval advantages of i'o iiolde a when a fett|e- 

ment can be made on its. hanlcs, will ho o'.)\ lou.; to your 
Lordfhip. , 

The fettkincr.T made at Port. Jackfon, near the head of 
the harbour (R«d’:; Mill; very fully .ini'wtrsiny expoclations; 
the foil is excrt'ding good, lies well for cr.ltivation, and is 
well waler^'J. Six miles to the fontli vaiii, rlwr^rc is a fmall 
frefli wafer river, and 20 miles to tiie woi; .vard., there is a more 
confiderahle livt r, the loiircc *if v. liidt I lunpo-.l to he at the 
foot of the mountains. I he banks of ibis ri ver, which moft 
prol>a!)ly empfies itidf into ilif M.iwkelbury, ar»high; the 
foil a "ood light moiilil, and covi'ifd wi;h t.i es; the wood 
of feme of tliefe trees is very light; tliey aie a out thefize 
of large W'abiut trees, wliich they refemble ; iliey Hi^d their 
leaves, and bear a fvall fruit, wliich is laid to Iv ' ery w ' ole- 
fome. This river likewife frei|ueiitly rifes tiiirty feet above 
its common level; it is, as far as 1 havefeen it, from ;oo to 
400 feet in breadth. 1 nam' d it the Nepean, and its foui'ce 
will he traced in the courfe of he w inter; and from its banks 
1 hope to reaell.the mountain'!, wliich has In-cn aTti..mptcd by 
a party who crofled the river, hut after the fiift day s jour¬ 
ney, they met with fuch a conflant fuccefllon of deep ra¬ 
vines, the tides of which were fietjuontly inacc''fiihle, that 
they returned, not having hren aide to proceed above fifteen 
miles ill five days; w'hen they turned hack, th'*y fuppoTed 
themfelves to be 12 miles from the fivjt of the mountains. 

“ As the land for feveral miles to the f uthward, and 
twenty miles r.* the wellward of Rofe Hill ihn is. to the 
banks of the Nepean, is as fine hmi for tillage a'’ ni ift in 
Engkind, (foine fiwv particul.ir fp its exre-.ted, the foil of 
which is poor, but boars a ry finall p.op •r:i.>i'. to the g -oil 
land) I propofe that traS of land for thole lelikrs winch 
may be fent out; and though they will he placed ai. fo not 
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diftance ftom each other, for the conveniency of water, 
(ficni one to thiee 01 four miles) they will Iia\e nothing to 
a] puhend fiom the natives, who avoid thofe parts we n oil 
fi qiient, and always ictiie at the fight of two or three 
pcdple who are ainud. 

** As the labour of dealing the ground of timber will he* 
gieat, 1 think e ch (ettl'r fliould not hive leh tlian twenty 
men on his farin, which I fup ole to > e ftom live liundied 
to one theufand <icre« : it will ht neceflaiy to give tint iium- 
bt I of coiiMtls to thofe ItttUrs who C( me out, and to fi’p- 
poii *hcir for two yt Hi Irt tn the public Itoies; in tint tim , 
li they lu any way<i 11 dniliions, they will be in a litui'ion 
to tuppoit thcmlc'vcs. and 1 do not think they would lie 
able to do it lu Ids tin i /t the t\ ira’ion <f tht two 
\eirs, th y m y leturii 1 ill ilie conv »’s they huLhicn al¬ 
lowed, a. d uid W.UU no fa' liei all dance liom C ovci'i- 
ment. 

“ It n V bi nic to ^^i n t 1 ds to officers and fol- 
dieis, V I o b coniiii" u^’his, willed oiil be tntirltd to 
c\ciy II 1 t-t J b't lew «f the (Inc is now hnt hue 
leaped 111) i« tadsanngtl 1 hcin^ ’U w< d coinidj; ind 
It IS I'teiutd V nil iinuoil 11 < 1 c 11 p innccs, fum t ole 
convids b*-mg Idt lo iiiut’i t( then i Ixs, and f «in the r 
« ixing w 1 h t’ on u’s. It m iv U f ninJ uiou to tl e ad- 
niUa,etli c C/owu ind th< (I’ (.• likcwilt, if offiieison 
di ty in th'< ii ttl'tl (I t V It id <*»\t<l 1 c ita'ii (juaiitity ot 
gr in toll]),) It tluM lui ItOvl, 11 t I thry ha eamaikctto 
goto .lU i 11 ) 1 l no doubt, I lit 1’ it in the third yt »r from 
tlu li * t httUi iiw till V nl ht a nnktt wclllupplied 
vviili ijj-aip, , ii ti^, lifg , I d { n , oi aU whichtheiehas 
bi<n pi* I t, hit’ I il *1001 w nliiig coin to Inp- 
])o flftia i ilp lilt.St" t'I (ij/nt’y 1 tting hie to the 
f in'”, v\l cl.tlu’, (lOtocndi tl ojiOiTum, flying hjUir- 
I », rni oil fr an majj, li," jusc.iicJ fwinc fiom being 
turned out, as w u nttntr' 

Iftb' phn, o^O’lirib iti* g imont;^ the fettleis thofe 
convidlswho. it i utimnut' .tdy incidnvfoi ciiiyingontl'e 
public woiks 'i ip] lostdoh «iiil which 1 ptopok. isappcai- 
iiAom t'p moll ilk W 01 ndir this letil&mciit independent 
fo! the n ft us III, 'll Mic Jhoiiift time poffib! , theu 
a*' i.irtny i ^ ilatioin w u Ji wnl (1 i mile take plan.' 
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Extra£ts of a Letter from Governs Phillip to Lord Syd¬ 
ney, dated Government Houfe, Sydney Cove, April 11, 
1790. 

“ THE quantity of flour brought from the C:?ps of Gon 1 
Hope by the Sirius, was lefs than I expected—four montlis 
flour only for the fettlement, and a year’s prov.tiuns for the 
fljip’s company ; and it was neceflary to give the ihip a very 
conflderable repair before the could be fent ro fea again, wjucii 
was net completed before the middle of January, wlien I b.ad 
reafon to expect fiiips from England in the courfe of a few 
weeks. The fending to the iflands would liavo anfwerccl as 
far as procuring live Hock to breed from, but which was not 
immediately wanted ; and v/hat the Sirius could liavu broi.gli: 
for the coiifumption of fuch a number of people, would have 
bet'll but a very fnnil relief. Howe Iflanil had been tried 
jfeveral times, and only a very few turtle procured. 

I The goodnefs eff the Toil on Norfolk Ifland, and the in- 
duftry of tboleemploved there, rendered that illand a refouicc, 
and the on!y one that oiFercd, when, from tlie tiitie which 
had pafied flnee my letters might be fuppofed to have been 
received in England, th^rc was leafon to luppolc feme acci¬ 
dent had happened to llie flore fliips fent out. 

“ 1 therefore ordered two compani- s of marines to be ready 
to embark w'ith a number of c mvifls, by the ^tii of .vfarcli, 
if no rtiip arrived before that tim*^; and a p opu tioii cd'wliat 
|)ro%ifjons and irores re.nained in this f tilement being j> :t on 
Jlioard the birius n:id Supply, flxty hve oiRcer^ riid men, 
nth five women and children fnini the defacbmeiit and ci- 
)ril department, onehuiuhcil and fixteen mile and sixty feveii 
female convitSls,'with twenty feven children, emha.kedani 
|:iiled thefith of Match, 

riic advantage I expected hv fending awav foch a num¬ 
ber of people, was from tlm, little garden ground tliey would 
leave, and which woiird alfilt thole wlio rennins-d, and liva 
'j|lh which miglit be caught in the winuu* would go the tar- 
l|ier; at the fame time, thofe fent to Norfolk Ilian i weoid 
J|ave refonrees in the great abundance of vegetaldes railed 
lere, and in filh and birds, which tl- s fi ttlement could not 
ITord them; and it was my intention to have lent more con- 
|icls to that ifl.ind, if there had not been this necefiii v. 

“ I'he provifions fent, with what was on the ifland, and 
le wheat and Indian corn raife 1 there, more than would be 
reflary for feed, was calculated to laft full as long as the 
rovifions in this place; and at Norfolk Ifland, fi im the 
phnefs of the foil, a man may fupport himfelf, with little 
^Iflance from the Hore, after the timber is cleared aw.iy. 

** As 
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“ As I wifhed to ft nd an officer to England who could 
give fuch information as cannot be conveyed hy letters, and 
the ^detachment was now divided, 1 replaced the officer who 
was Superinte >dant and Commandant at Norfolk illand, hy 
Major Rofs; the officer i have recalled having been two 
years on the id nul, is very capable of pointing out the ad¬ 
vantages wh.ch may b ■ expc<£l'*d liom it, and 1 think it pro- 
tnifes to anfwer v*»v felly the end prnpofed Ly nuking the 
Icttlenvnt; it will !k' a j)I.«cc of fecurity for the convifls, 
where they wiMfom liippnt theni'elves, and where they 
may he advantageoully caijiluyed in cultivating tlie ilax 
plant.” 


“ Extri^'. fioTi Tnfrruflicns given hy Governor Phillip to 
tin* l.ieuTvMant kJoveriioi, during 11 is command at Norfolk 
lllaii'l, dan d 2d Match, 1790. 

*• YOU will caule the convifVs to be employed in the 
culrivai ion of the lind, 111 fach manner as fhall appear to 
you the bcfl c ilculatcd to render that f-ttlement independent, 
ai far as refpeifls the neceflarics of life, paying fuch attention 
to the cujtivation of tlie Hax plant as your llruation will ad¬ 
mit of, and which is to be the principal objedt, when the ne- 
ceflaries of lif* are fecured to th'^ fcltlrrs. 

“ As from the great inctcale of corn and other vegetable 
food, whicli miv be expe6t“d from a common indudry. and 
in fo fertile a foil, after a cettain quantity of ground is cleaied 
and in cultivation, as well as fiom the natural increafe of 
fvvine and other animals, it cannot be expedient that all the 
convicFls Ihould he employed in attending only to the ob- 
of provifioo', you are to'caufe tiie gif'ate^l paffihle num- 
h *r of ihefe peopU to be employed in culli,vating and dieffing 
the flax plant, as a means of acquiring cloathing for thera- 
lehes and other porforis, who may become fcttlers, as well 
as fora vath 'y of ma pirae pnroofes, and for which its fa- 
^etior excellence tenders it a de^iiable obje£t in Eurojie. 

“ You will, at eveiy opportunity, tranfmit to me a’l fuch 
remarks or ohfervati ms as you may make refprcling the na¬ 
ture of the ffiil on tlie iiland, and point out fuch means as 
may appear to you the nicll likely to anfwer the views of 
C’OVernment in the cultivation of the flax pkint, and in ren¬ 
dering that illand independent for the ne''i'iTarit*« of !.f*, and 
for the order and government of the fetthis thereon, tlut 
fuch Infarmation may from me be tranfmitted to iiis Ma- 
jefty’s Minillers,*’ 


DESCRIP. 
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DESCPvIPTlON of NORFOLK ISLAND. 

Norfolk llland is Htuatcd in the latitude 29*^ co', and in 
the longitude of 168" 00' eail: its form is nearly an oblong, 
and contains from twelve to fourteen thoufand acres. 

The face of the country is hilly, and fome of the vallies 
are toleralily large for the fi/.e of thcillaiid; many of the 
hills an; very fteep, and fome few fo very perpendicular, that 
they cannot be cultivated ; but vrhere fuch (Ituations are, 
they will do very well for fuel; o!i the tops of the hills are 
ioinc extenfivc flats. 

Mount Pitt is the only remark.tble high hill in the llland, 
and is about one hundred atid fifty fathoms high. 1 he 
clifts which fiirroundthe iilairl are about forty fathoms high, 
and perpendicular; the bafis of the ifland is a hard firm clay. 
The whole lAand is covered with a thick wood, choaked up 
u ith underwood. * 

The llland is well fupplied with many ftreamsof very fine 
water; manv of which are fufficiently large to turn any 
number of n'iHs. Thefe fprings aie full of very large eels. 

I'rora the cuafl to the fumniit of Mount Pitt, is a conti¬ 
nuation of the richeA and deepcA foil in the woilcl, which 
varies from a rich black mould to a fat red earth; we have 
dug down foity feet, and found the lame foil; the »ir is very 
wholcibme, and the climate mav be called a very healthy 
one; there has been no ficknefs iinee 1 firll landed on the 
ifland. 

'Ihcrc are five kinds of trees on the ifluid, which are good 
timber, vi/.. the pine, live oak, a yellow wood, a hard black 
wood, and a wood not unlike th; Engliflr beech. The piiie 
itecs arc of a great fiza, many of which n:e from 180 to 
'^?o feet in height, and from li^ to nine feet in diameter. 
"I'liofc trees which are from 100 to 180 feet in height, are in 
general found ; from the root to the lower branches, there is 
from *80 to 90 feet of found timber, the reft is too hard and 
knotty for ufe; it fometiines happens, that after cutting ofF 
twenty feet from the butt, it becomes rotten or ftiakey, for 
which reafon no dependance can be put in it for large maAa»* 
or yards. 'Fhe timber of the pine is very ufeful in building, 
and is very plentiful along the coall:; its difperfed fltuation 
in the interior parts of the illand, is well calculated for erect¬ 
ing fuch buildings as may be neceflary. From what I have 
feen of this wood, I think it is very durable. Two boats 
have been built of it, and have anfwered the purpofe fully. 

The live oak, yellow wood, black wood, and beech, are 
all of a clofe grain, and arc a durable wood. 

VoL.XXlX, N The 
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The flax plant of New Zealand grows fpontaneoufly in 
many paits uf the ifland, bur moflly ab »unds on the fea coafl» 
wheie there is a v-i v great quantity of it; the leaves of 
which the flax is made, are, when full giovvn, fix tcet long 
and fix inches wide; each pi .nt containsl’ev«*not llioft haves; 
a ftrong woody flalk i I'es from the centr**, which bears the 
floweis; it fetds annuallyy and th jold leaves are forctd out 
•Vy young ones cv ry ytar. Kvciy method lias been tiled to 
work it, but I much ftar that nniij a nitive of New Z"a!and 
can beacaiiied to Norfolk IflanJ, that the m ihod of diefliiig 
that valuable commodity will not be known ; and could that 
be obtained, I have no doubt but Norfolk Ifland would very 
foon clothe the inhabitants of New South V\ ales. 

I'hc'e are a gieat quintity of pigeons, parrots, hawks, 
and other fmaller h.rds, which are now in a wild flate. 

The gtound is much infefled with diflerent kinds of the 
grub woim, which aie very dt llrui'live to the growth c»t ve¬ 
getables; they aie mofliy troableiontc about tht fpring. it 
is to be hoped that when more ground a cleaicd away, that 
this evil will ceafe. 

'I'hcre is no quadrupede on the ifland, except the rat, 
which is much imailer than the Norway rat: tlicfe veini'n 
Were very troublefome when firft we landed, but at prefent 
there arc but verv ftw. 

The c*>afts of the ifland abound with very fine filh. No 
opponuriities were ever 1 ift of lending^ the boat out, which 
enabled us to make a faving of two pounds of meat, each 
man, a w’eek. 

The coafls of the ifland are in general fteep too, and, ex¬ 
cepting at Sydney, Anfon, Ihill, and Cafeade Bays, they arc 
iniicceflihle, being fur rounded by fleep perpendicular clifts 
rifing fjom the fea. Some rocks are fcattered about clofe to 
the fliore. 

Sydney Bay, on the fouth lido of the ifland, is w'here the 
fettlement is made. J^andmg at this place entirelv depends 
fwi the wind and the weather; I have feen a«. good lancting as 
in the '1 lumes, for a fo»tnight or three weeks together, and 
1 have often feen it imps-u^iicahle to land for ten or twelve 
•flays fucceflively; but it i' niucli ol'tencr good landing than 
bad. 

Anfon Bay is a finall h ly witli a Tandy beach, whtie land¬ 
ing is in geneial good, vi 'ih an ofi-lhoic wind and moderate 
weather; hut as the inlMior part-, of the iiland are fi) difficult 
of accefs from thence, no Blip’s boats have ever landed there. 

Ball Bay is on the fouth-eaft lide of the iiland; the beach 
is a large loofe Hone; wlien landing is had in Sydney Bay, it 
is very good here, as it alfo is in Cafeade Bav, on the north 
ilde of the ifland. 

Duiing 
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During the winter months vi/. from April to Augufl, 
the general winds are the louth and louth weft, with heavy 
galeo at times. In tlie lummer, the louth-eaA wind blows 
almoft coinftant. 

'1 he Ipripg Id vi/ible in Auguft, but the native trees, and 
many pi nits in the lilaiui, are ip a conftant ftate of ftower- 
irig: ilicluinmtr is waim, and (oxneiimes the dtoughts are 
very great, all tin grun and 1 uiopta i plants leeded in De¬ 
cember: from 1 (biiMiy to Align I may be called tltb rainy 
frafon, not tb.t 1 iliii k there is any ftited times for lains 
VI theft nioutlp. as it .3 fonietinii s \tiy fine weather for a 
foitnight togtihei, but when the lain tle)»s fall, it is in tor¬ 
rent'. J do not i(Mi''mh i ab'-\t tb’ie* ps of thundei dur¬ 
ing thctim** 1 Was <11 tin ifi.i u J 111 winiei is stry plea- 
lan% .»nd .t n \f t fit* /ts 

'I he p ropt. time 1 i fow 'pg wl it and h nle^ is from May 
to Auguft, and isgot in* in ]->ertmb i ; thit which has been 
fowid lias piodiud twcnt\-five told, ..nd 1 think the in- 
iiedi may he gu.«t(r. Iwo bulhils olbulty, lowed in 
1780, ptoduced twenty foui bufluds of a bnind lull gram. 

1 he Indian otn produces we.ll, and is, m my opinion, 
tlie heft grain to cultixate in any <|uantit\, on account of 
tin litrle trouble atiendipg its growth, and manufaifluring 
lor < .iting. • 

'Ihe Rio Janciio fugai cane glows very well, and is 
thriving. 

Vines and 01 arges arc \eiy ihining; of the foimei there 
Will he a great ejaantity in a Itw yens. 

Potatoes thr.se lemnkably well, and yield a veiy gicat 
incitafe ; 1 iiip.k two crops a year of that article may begot 
with glCat c dc. 

Lsery kind of gar<ien vegetable thiiscs well, and comes to 
gicat perfedlicn. 

The cjuantity of ground cleared, and m cultivation, be¬ 
longing to the Public, was, on the 13th March, 1790, from 
twenty eight to thnty-two acres, and about eighteen cleared 
by free people and convi€fs foi their gardens. 


London, 

January loth, 1791. 


PHILIP GIDLEY KING. 
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An Account of the Numlicr of Convi6ls which have been fhipped 
f om h ngland for New houth Wales, and of the Number intende I 
to be ient m the Ships now under Orders for that Sertfice • Made 
out puiiuant to an Order of the Hoaournble Houle of Commons, 
diieJ 9th lebrujiy, 1791. 


Numlfirs 

Co MiSts fhippe 4 — •— 2,029 

ConviiSls intended to be fent in the fhips now under oiders ijb^o 

Tieafurv Chambers, CFiARLl S J ONC.1 

ibth Match, 1791* 


At Account of the 1 xiicnce incuiied n tnnfpoitinc; Convicis* t 9 
New ‘'outli ales, as fir as the fime cm be imde up. 


i»<i ve cf i1 c Fit fences 

f 

li c’lt of Oe ir^m ort fh ps, w th thi exp^'iice ct 
lir*^ing th( ni it r tl t uc — — 

Clo tlimg, flops and btd ’ lur - — 


^ "meant, 

/. s 

4939 16 S 


"V idfui’lin'^ nnd pros dir ^ for the convifls ind 
the mu I e gt. ird, prior to failing, as lUo 
ont’ * ig , m 1 for a florc thcic, v /. 


Pier to fill Mj - - 4 124 ^ It 

OnthepalTigf - - 7,310 12 2 

Ion ftoie It Nf w Soiuh W iles 16,203 3 O 

effenct of mlit, Nc. *5 > 

■-a8,22T IJ 


HandcuFs and iron*^ for fecurirg the corivifls - 42 o 

Slitioniry fortlieCommiffarv of Ston s ind ProviHons, 

and for the Commanding Officer of Marines - 63 19 

Tooh, implements of hufbandry, &c. — 8 

M njnees and camp equipage for marine officers 389 4 

I ortable houfe for the Governor —— 1^0 o 

Medicine , drug'’, furgeons’milluments, and nccclfiiies 1,429 15 
Seed grai.i - •— 286 17 


2 

Z 

4 
7 

I 

o 

5 
4 


Carried over 


80,830 14 o 
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feature of the Expenets» 

Brought over —— 

Old canvas fupplied from Portfraouth dock-yard, for 
tents, &c. for the convifls, until huts could be 
erefled — --— 

Hearths, coppers, he. for the ufe of the fettlement 
Pay and difburfements of the agent to the tranfpoits 
employed on this fervieu — 


JSmount. 

s. 

80,830 14 D 

69 O 9 
118 10 3 

88z 6 6 


81,899 XX ^ 

This expcnce his been incurred upon the firft 
expedition, and is all paid. 


Ch.'irg'* ofcloathing, vi£l;ualling, and tranfport- 
mg female convidts in the Lady Juliana, 
lined 111 i^tcember 1788, m/. 

s. iK 

Paid all rad V upon account - 18 9 

Llbmate of whatmoie may be due, 
upon r'’r li.'pj>ofition that the flop 
mav h..vf difcliaigtd .it Poit 
lackfon from tlie pay of this iJoaid, 

,it the end of Augult laft - 3» 2 

---- ^^^24 in 

Charge of the Jullinian, hired ui Nov. 17 89. for 
a llorc fliip to Port Jackfon, and from thence to 
proceed to China to bring home teas for the 
Eafl-lndia Company, \ 17. 

Freight for two years, the timeralcu- 
J.iled for the peifoimance of thoie . 
frrvices out and home —- 71389 o O 

Deduft what may be expcdled to be le- 
ceived from the Company for freight 
of the tc.is flie may bring home 5000 o o 

There remains the fum of - 29589 o • 

Note.—623I. 2s., part of the fum of 2,3891., being 
the amount of thecxpence incurred on account of 
this Blip, according to the above elliinate, has 
been already paid, which leaves a balance due of 
i»76s 1. 18s, 


Carried over 


92,Qia 13 5 
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Kature of the Ex/erctu Jlmomt, 

f % u //» 

Brought over — 92,012 13 5 

Pay and difburfements of the two agents who went 
out jn the Lady Juliana and JuAiniaii I1500 o 

Charge of\iftaalhng, cloathing, and tnnfport- 
ing con\i£tsa('Cor(ling to agievii.ents with Mr. 

‘Whitlock, in ^uguit 1 89, and with j'^ieflrN. 

Camden^ Calvert, and King, in Kovenil). 1790, 

VI/. 

f* s, d. 

Paid upon account to Mi Whitlock >79463 3 9 

Ditto to MefTis. Camden, Cah ert, and 
King - - jO,tco o o 

The total cxpence cannot he know n 
until the fervicp ii o\er, and the ac¬ 
counts arc fettled; but it is tliiiin’^- 
ed that what will iein< in due upon 
thealove two agiccincnto will 11c c 
prol abl) be leli tiun '’C r o o 

-6'’jS63 3 V 

161,0/5 17 2 

The cxpence incaned on His M .jtftv’s flnpc fi ni cn 
fervice to \ew houth Whales, is cllimitcil to he as 
nndT, VI7. 

/. s d. 

On the Sinn* - 4 59 ><*3 o o 

Supply tf ne’er 17,283 o o 

Guaidian - 2 >,9 4 o ,0 

Goigon - 10,211 o o 

95,601 o o 

Wbitehall, Treafury Chambers, 

* iSthMaub, 1791. CHARLLS LONG. 

N«B. In the preceding account, the charges incut led for the traiifport 
of aoo convi^ls from Ireland are included. 


An 
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An Account of the Quaiu ty ind Coft of the Provifion^ and Stores 
which hise b'eii lent to \cw South ‘''Vales foi the Maintenance and 
Soppoit ol ihv. ‘•ttiLments tbeie, as far as the fame can be 

600 tons of piovilion> fhipptd ill June f, s d, jf jw ^ 

and fulv 1789 - ia,034 8 6 ^’ 

300 tons ot pi V lions flnppt J n De¬ 


cern ti 1789 

450 tonb ditto ditto, ] chtuary 179 

Cloathin;;, compnh nding leithcr, 
flioos, it ickings, hats, cloths, O/en- 
burg<>, blankeld, lugs, ta|)e, thread, 
&c. 

Implencnts, Ac. comprehending im¬ 
plement % o hulhiiiUry, iron, flee!, 
blacklmith, aiinouret, carpenter, 
brickh)ci, and inalons too s, nails, 
hots, axes, glats, non pots, im 
plates mliing tackle, hooks, twine, 
thtead, roiK, hawlers, pig and llieet 
leul, Ihot, ball, gunpo\\d».i, bowls, 
p lints, oil, ctnvas, bibhs, prayer 
and other books, weights, fcales, 
meafuies, waggons, Ac. 

Medicines, holpital floies, compre- 
hen 'ng a moseahle hoi ital, 1) cas, 
blankits tugs, pilballts, clniurgi- 
cil inilrumencs and ncceil nies, pew¬ 
ter, tin, and copp r ware, kettle*, 
wine, *inegar, gioceiies, fl inncl, 
fait, h unmocks, loup, oatmeal, bai¬ 
ley, net, lago, Ac. 

Off difcouiits 

Amount of bills drawn by Governor 
Phillip and Coiiimiil n v ^nlh r on 
the Lords ot the 1 rcafurv foi iun- 
diy ptovilion^. Units, and ntcclia- 
nes, fwr the ule of the iettlcmuit 


6,178 4 o 

9 > 5 H *0 2 

-^37,727 a « 


16,865 2 3! 


II,-72 10 3; 


2 ^,iC9 8 o 


S‘,7<7 o 
,0*1 2 I 

---^-59*755 2* 6i 


' 7*070 3 6 


^ 4,553 4 8| 

an the aforegoing account is includ-'d the coft of 12 months provifions, 
tl )thing, llotes, Ac. for aoo con\ ids fxom Ireland, after their arrival. 

Titalury Chambers, 

181I1 Maich, 17; 1. CHARLES LONG. 

An 
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An Account of the Charge and Expencc of the Civil and Military 
Ellablilhments in the Settlements of New South Wales. 

Civil eftabliihment to loth 0 £ 1 . 1790 > * 131190 17 B 

Military Eilabliihment. 

Fay of marines to 1 ft Jan. 1791, about 18,784 o O 

Charge of the New South Wales corps, 
from 5th June to 24th December, 

1789, including levy money, the 
allowance for clothing and accoutre-* 
ments, and contingei cies - 4»75i 8 it 

The charge of the faid corps for the 
year 1790, according to the eftab- 
iiihment - 6>i34 7 3 

'■ — 29,669 16 3 

Total expence of the civil and military 
eftablilhment, from the commence* 
inent thereof in 1787, tothepre* 

feut period * - 42,860 13 10 

Future annual expence of the civil 

eftablilhment - • 31^56 0 O 

Future annual charge of the military 
eftablilhinent > - ^*134 7 3 


9»990 7 3 


Treafury Chambers, 

iSthMarch, i79i» CHARLES LONG, 


Mtnday^ 
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AIondu)i 1 ith Jprih 

, Mr. Shstidon objeiTltd agimft the mode of appoinfng the Mi 
1 inance Committte, as putting it in the powei of the Mini- Shciit’a'i. 
fler to piocure nine of his ovtn filends to decide, on the tiuth 
of his own Pitements. 

Mr i f/' cuiittudcd thit the appointment of a Committee Mr. Site’*' 
b\ hillot was nmbj dliombJe, even on the ground ft.»ted by 
ihw honouiablc gentleman, as ^^e^y Member was rt hbeity 
to give in a hll of fu< h n imes as he tliowght proptr. 

Iht Houle then billoiul for a Con mute , the Mcmbeis 
bting cal'edoxer in the order of the counties, a»iJ ».’ch gi\- 
iitg inaliil ot nine mints ni thcuiual fciin. 

A mot.on was math, *• lint there le 1 iid lefcic this 
“ Hoi h, A hll of iht- n. mf s of fuch p opnetoi > of the 
** difllit nt fcits ot aiiiiuiticv. (life ann j txc^, ttd) as le 
** 1 ayable, Jiid in the iiwn igi mi.nt < I H . M t)t.ity 5, 1 \che 

* qoti, as wilt ml lie I to ini'.itts 01 01 biloiethe 

i^TV of Dtceiibii, 1780, rd vl • h now 1 main uiij .iJ, 

* ilalii g tilt dat‘S when thi f til of tlie f'dai.nuiii s 1 c- 
“ camt pi)abli, togithir with lich diiciip» ons ol the lud 

pf lions .is ni ly hi intn^d in iht boohs, oid,.is, 01 lolls 
“ of His Maiill\\ J xolittjuei.” 

J hit thiie hi tllo hitl btfoTC tli s llouft in acceunt of 
*• the monty cxj*..i did on the wi'iks at bomeifot FI ice, fioin 
“ till comnuneimint to Lu’.yDiy 1791 ; and an i-Aimate 
“ ot ilie luiPi V Inch w ill lit n ocflji y to tomph te the lame ) 

“ fhowing lu .V much of thi, money e\p..inKil has been ac- 

count! dfoi, utoiding to the comk ot tl i Tkchequer, 

*• ind toi how much ot the lernaindii, southus Inst been 
*• pioihic d to the p» lions .ppointed to luptuntmd the works 
*■* Cairying on under the diiedion ot bn \\ illiam Cham- 
“ beis,"* 

T he Hoi’L InMng.itlolved thcmfches into a Committee 
on the fatther roniidei.uion ot the Coin hill, and Mr Bram- 
llon having taken the ciiair, 

Mr. Povyi lolt, when the chuft for warehoufing corn im- Mr. 
ported was read, and expreifed liis nAoniihment that, as it 
had been dlieady negatived, it ihould hne been again intro¬ 
duced without a general notict that it was intended again to 
nuke It the lubjifl of ditcuilion. Many gentleman who 
voted againfi the claufe were not aware that the eflfeft of re- 
comroiting the bill, would prove the re-introdudion of the 
dfiaufe. 

Mr. Rydet anfwered, that if the right honourable gentle- Mr. 
man would pleafeto recolleifly he mull befatisiied that fuiE- Rjdcr. 
cient intimation had been given that the claufe was again to 
befubmittcd to the confidjiation ot the Houfe: and it w^as 
VoL.XXIX. O lo 
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fo fubmitted on grounds which demanded very ferious atten¬ 
tion. The regulations of a permanent fy Hem ought not only 
to be fuch as to pro>ide the countiy with a fupply of corn, 
when that became neccflaiy, but to provide it with the leaft 
poilible dt lay. If coi n impoi ted was not allowed to be ware- 
houfed, a coiifiderahle length of time after a fupply became 
neceAary muft elaple lieture that lupply could !>e obtained 
from foieign countries ; and when it was obtained, the quan¬ 
tity brought into our ports might be fudicitnt for fix montlis 
confumption, when we wanted on’y enough for three. If 
corn was ordered from America, to which wt mufl; naturally 
look foi a fupply when wanted, the ports might be fhut 
againd: importation before the corn fo ordered arrived, and 
the owiiets would become obliged to carry itelfewhere, and 
fell It at a lof>; a citcumflance which would go a gieat length 
to preclude importation from that quarter. If, on the con¬ 
trary, corn imported, when the pi ice was under the regu¬ 
lated price at which it was allowed to be brought to marker, 
were warehoufed, a fupply would be inilantly at hand, when 
the price rofe fo high as to Ihcw that a fupply of foreign 
com was necelTary. 1 he fyllem of warehoufing, as far as 
It hid gone, had done no harm. On the contrary, it had 
proved bemficial. On this argument he did not mean to 
lay much ftrefs, becaufe the efieifl had been but fmall, and 
the quantity warehoufed inconlidcrable. As far as it went, 
however, it tended to encourage the navigition and the com¬ 
merce of the countiy, which might be Aill further benefited 
by It; and it would give thedefirable means of enlarging the 
returns from Aiccrica, and confequently extending the fale 
of ma’ui failures. 

Mr. Air. Powys having premifed that the light honourable 
rowy. gentleman had intimated to him that the cl rule was to be 
again mtioduceJ, but the intimation had not been fuch as to 
be generally underftood, for he had been un ible to convince 
feveral gentlemen that it could be dons by the forms of the 
Houf*. The firft ground on which the renewed introduc¬ 
tion of the claufe was defended, w is, that it tended to pro¬ 
mote navigation and commerce; and the fecond, that it 
would provide a fupply of corn for the confumption of the 
country, always ready to be ufed when wanted, obferved, 
that the firft appeared to be true only with refpeft to Ame^ 
iica, but not with refpe£f to countries bordering on the Bal¬ 
tic, from which the greater part of our foreign fupplies was 
drawn, and from which tlie voyage was fo Ihort, that there 
was little nik. of the ports being ihut between ordenng and 
receiving a fupply, unlefs they had been opened by frau¬ 
dulent means. The fecond was true, only when corn was 
plentv, and the price moderate in other parts of Europe; 
* I becaufe. 
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becaufe, under other circamilances, that very com which 
was warchoufed as a fupply for this country, would be re* 
fliipped for exportation. '1 his was the true reafon why fo 
little had been hitherto taken from the warehoufes for home 
confuinption. Mr Powys ilated that two principles were 
laid down in the Report of the Committee of Privy Council, 
which he approved, and which were in difedi oppofition to 
the claufe. Hiil, that the fupply of corn from the tillage 
of the country was the bell fupply ; and fecondly, that the 
Racks and bams of the farmer were the heft ftores <ff corn. 

The warehoudng of foreign corn could not afford a (upply 
to be depended on, unlefs when the price rofe, an embargo 
wrt.r to he laid on the exportation of it, which would be in 
effedl a breach of faith on the part of the Pul lie towards the 
iinpotteis. and aproceeding f> haiili, as nothing but extreme 
nectfllty could jultify. On theotlu i liand, itavould deprefs 
the fpirit and the uiduRry of the farmer, who would fee, that 
whenevt r he lefuled the price olieied by the corn dealer, the 
latter had a quantity of fuieign coin at hand ready to be 
pouied into the market, and which, by his influence over 
the market, he would find, almoft at pleafure, the means of 
introducing. 

It was agreed to go through the amendments, previoufly 
to the dtcifion upon the claufe itfelf. 

Mr. Serjeant V\ atfon propofed adding Bridport to the num- 
btr of ports at which warehoufes were to be eftablilhed.— 

Mr. Pclbam mentioned Shoreham and Arundel; and Mr. 
Pulteney, Weymouth. 

Mr. obferved, that as thefe places had not been be- Mr. 
fore mentioned, he was not prepared with fuch information Ryder, 
refpcdling them, as enabled him to fay whether it would be 
proper to add them or not. He next faid, that with fome 
variation from the oiiginal plan, It was meant that the Crown 
fliould pav rent for the warehoufes, at the rate of two {hil¬ 
lings and (Ixpence a* week per hundred quarters of corn ftored, 
and that as wheat and rye weie the principal forts of bread 
corn brought fiom a difiance, they fhouid be the only forts 
Rored. ^ 

Mr. IlarrlfoK contended, that thofe who imported com Mr. 
to be Rored, ought at leaft to pay the expence of it. This Hsmfre. 
price of Roring would operate as a premium on importation 
againR the growth of the country, and the very corn fo paid 
for, might be afterwards fraudulently exported with a 

• bounty. 

• Colonel Macletd remarked, that oats were the bread com Coloacl 
of great part of Scotland, and that if warehoudng the bread Madeod# 
corn of one part of the country were to be paid for by the 
PubliC) that of another was entitled to the fame advantage. 

O 2 Much 
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Much of the corn imported at Greenock w.is wirchoufed 
there for the purpofe of being diilnbutcd along the wellcoaft 
and country of broiland. 

Mr. Chancellor Fitt thought it \cry needlefi to objeiEl 
agimft allow no; every advantage to one pait of the country 
lint wisfftinicd to inolhf^r; noi did he lee any reaion foi 
inlifting t n tills pait of the chule, Hl only lieggtd that the 
lever**! j it miglit beconlidLied on then lepaiat-* and dillin^ 
ground-.; tint paving lor ivartliouling 111 general might not 
he rei'cfcd on account ot my luppoiid inequality; ind tint 
the VI h de claule might not bw ie)tvl(,d on account of the pro 
pohtion to piy Ici warthouling. 

Mr > tcnccivel it pioprrto admit thf* tlaufe foi 

vsaie loiifing, 1 ut not paMU'; loi it at the public cxpcnct, 
obfeningt tint Holland, uhcrc the import and cxpoit ot 
coin a tilde, never paid the exjience of wiichouhng. 

Ml. Rvdei igifcd to withdi i\v this put of theclauli=. 

I^ci 1 ^ ^ct/lid, nopaitof the vetv oh]r£liunahIe bill 
tv as M r’, t) V mor'* ruinous to tillage than the clank thro 
h foie t’l Ct inniittc'*. '1 he inilchiit of hrajiing up inimtnlL 
mi*’* ‘lies of foreign com in every put ot the kingd m, 
flic ul i he f’nious to every man. Tt w a imj oHihU to in cm 
any tii'Pg more in]urious to tillitre, thin to Inflci every 
» our ti\ in the \i nid to keep then cht ip coin in magi/iiits 
111 th s^c'unfry, .md ni reuhnds to b poined, by inriiis ot 
ourc.'>nils, into tlieverv htirr ot t’ ^ kmcdoni, wh ncvti 
I’-e ports •'le opened, till cr through fi ludulent means in th" 
c! ft riots, crhccauft the In alleft qii intity ct our uluilcon- 
iumption uis wanting. 'Iheaiiival of a hunuuci flips n 
one diy with corn, would not lui 1 the miikrtfo completely 
as the opening of the maga/ines of oiw port would da.— 
More corn had been turned loole i.a one diy than oie hun¬ 
dred Ihips could carry. When our opulent dealers in corn 
had tilled their magazines, it would bean ealy matter, at 
a moderate expence, to raife the price of corn in the market* 
which regulate importation in the cliftruSt, to as to open the 
portf, and even at the time that the puce m the coin-grow¬ 
ing counties of 1 * ngland might he vc 1 y low The ports and 
magazines once opened for importation, muft remain to for 
three months, notwithflanding the magazines poured out 
ten times more than was w inted. Corn often came here at 
very low prices. It came from Ameiica, and muft be fold in 
payment at any puce, even below its ital value, and it would 
be taken in payment at any 1 ate, rather than have no payment. 
It fo happened that fome corn-giowing countries, wanting 
bulky articles ftom this iftand, could lend it almoft without 
fhaiging ficiglit. Above ico,ooo tons of iliipping came 
yearly from the Baltic, from Flanders, and Ireland, to Li- 

i 
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verpool, for fait, and could afford to bring 500)000 quarters 
of wheat at a very fmall expencc. On an average of many 
yeaiS) the price of wheat at Dantzic had been at 29s. 6d.; 
the price had been often at 30s. in Ireland; and he knew it 
to be the opinion of a Virginian gentleman, that it anfwered 
better, even on James River, to grow wlieatat 2s. 6d. per 
bufhel, than tol)acco at 19s. per cwt., which was an high 
price, and that price of 2s. 6d. vvas only currency, and not 
more than 'vM. fl«.rling. I'he fanners would foon fee they 
could not ai(e com in competition, and ncceflarily would 
turn fro» 1 tiling** to paAuic. The dciolation, and alio the 
depend.'.ice on foreign countries for ftrtililienee, which muft 
neceir lily take place, would be obvious to every one. Even 
if the firmer could afibid to fill in competition, he often 
wo'ild not have time tobiing his corn to ihofe p.irrs where 
th' ports might be fudderily opened. He added, that thof* 
•n.iga/mpb were unneceflaiy ; we never had fuch duiingthe 
piotpeious time of our corn trade; they w'trc not wanted; 
the magv/inesof Holland wcreneai enough, and famine di I 
not come on iuddeiily. I»eland, by preventii'g iinpoitation, 
was become .1 great corn country, and would now alw'ays bu 
a m.ig.i'/me foi ihis couiUiy. I lis l.ordfliip obferved, how- 
evci, tiial it th *vlaulcin t[Upflioii paihil, the giowth of corn 
in lii'land w ni'I I he gn-aily dilcouraged, and that country 
would he deprived of all the natui.ii :i(l\antu:«ps of her 
ftuation. 

Ml. remaiked that, in hi« cji'nion, it w’asvciy ex- Vr. 

tnoidinaiy, n »t to liy abfuid, to j-i -diet liot from tiiat Il}«3cr< 
which ha'l exifred eighteen years without any fuch edeiSf. 
Petitions h.id been prcIcnteJ Itom Liverpool, Manclieller, 
and Iliimingham, in fivour of the cl.mir, lliice it was con- 
fell’enly (‘hjeiTted agiinil, and would piohably have come from 
many other places, had that been knowm looner. The corn 
warchoiifed could oidy he le-expoited, when the price m 
other countnes w^a-. conildei thly higher than in this; and 
even in that extieme cafe, how much worlb would our fitu- 
ation he, without .any warehoufed at all ? 

1 he Committee divided on the claufe; 

Aye.s, i;f); Noes, 70. M.ajority .igainil it, 14. 

■N. On the claufe for dividing the country into eleven difftidls, 
with a view to afeertaining the export and import pi ices in 
each, 

Mr. Powy^ read a few lines fioin the reprefentation of the Mr. 

• Committee of Piivy Council, in which he entirely acquiefeed 
on this point, although he had not been able to dilcover the 
reafon which induced the framers of the hill to deviate froiq^ 
the opinion there laid down. The paffage was, in fubffance, 

That, according to the principles of the coin trade, one ge¬ 
neral 
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neral averse ought to be formed on the prices in all parts 
of the country, becaufe fuch a regulation would tend to equa¬ 
lize the price, to lupply one part of the country from an¬ 
other, and to keep aiufiicient ftockof corn in the kingdom 
On this he fliould leil his objeclion to the divilion into dif- 
trids. 

Mr, Rydn contcndid, that the opinion of the Committee 
of Privy Council was entitled to great wf igh: ; but the expe¬ 
riment of a general a\f t ge, as f i as it had been tntd, had 
not b^en found to anfwer. 1 he growing counties com¬ 
plained that their poits weie not opciud loon enough foi ex¬ 
portation, and the manufadU iing counties cempiamed that 
then’s utic not opened loon tnough fur impertation. 

Mr Powys mo\el, “ 1 hit the avciage Hiuuld be taken, 
“not by tliftridlv, but on the kingdom at large ” 

Lord blifftlJ laid, he Ihould prefer the ivenge of the 
whole kingdom, is tht only nu ms of pH ventn g finuds ; 
but, to nmoVv. the objtdtions which hid been Itnrted, le 
ihould only piopole it in relpedt to impoitation, and tint 
expoitation fliould be regulittd bv tlieavtnge of the diflinSl, 
which was the mode putlued by Ireland, and hid anlt^ered 
scry well He idded, that his only obj< dlion to the avenge 
of the whole kingdom was, that it would open tie ports to 
importation coniidciabivloom r thin the iionge of the mi- 
ntime diilri« 51 s, but hethouglit it by fartiie molt reiionible 
and bell mode. 

On the qucAion being put, tlie claufe was cairied by a di- 
vilion, 

Ayes, 63, Noes, 58. 

Hie Houfe idjourned. 

7t{cfc{a)f i’^ h tpiiK 

Mr, now tiling, obftivtd, tint lit hul defigned to 
introduce a motion toi 'he Houle to lelolv itielf into a Com 
niittee cn the Statt of the Nation, ind iHo to h tve followed 
up that motion with certain propoiitions in th it Committee. 
As the preftnt Atuition of the country was one of themoft 
important and critical, he had conceived th.at t very oppor¬ 
tunity would have arilen for the moft amnledileuflion of the 
refolutionswhich hefhouldhavehad thehoiijurof propoUng* 
but having been given to underftand, from high authoiity in 
that Houle, that an objcdlion would betaken to fuch a Com¬ 
mittee, and that this objection would be fupported by ftrong 
reafons; and knowing, as he did, that it was neatly the fame 
thing whether the objedtion was fupported on ftrong grounds 
or not, he had been induced, for the prefent, to deviate from 
his intention of moving for that Committee, in order to come 
iinmediatel) before ihe Houfe with certain propofitions. If 
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were to adapt his conduct to what he had fom'* reafon to he* 
lieve would be the conduct of thole oppofite to him, it would 
not prove neceffary for him to trefpafs much upon the pa¬ 
tience of the Houfe: meiely to ftate his propofitions, and 
to beg the acquiefcence of the Houfe in thofe propofitions, 
would, in fuch a cafe, certainly lufiice; and his claim to do 
fo, might not, peihaps, be altogether unrealanable. For, 
there was not one man who would not find hitnfelf ready to 
admit them upon the principles of common fmfe, apd on a 
ready confirmation of thofe efiahliflud principles of policy 
and jullice, wh'ch had ever regulated all wife men who had 
taken any part in the councils of the nation, and which had 
never been depaited from, hut by thofe whofo ignorance and 
ohlVmacy hid led them to a^l in a manner uiiworthy of their 
ftations. Notwithftanding the truth of thefe ohlcivations, 
before he ventured to afk the acquiefcence of the Houfe in 
hi** relolutions, he Ihouhl endeavoui to fupport them hy the 
heft arguments which occurred to him, leaving it to his 
fi lends to fupply his defeifts, which he iiad no doubt hut 
they would do with the greatett ability. He hoped to be 
able to pcifuade the Houfe of the truth ot ail the propofitions 
which he fhould ftate. He conceived that there were fome 
points concerning which mankind were generally agiecJ. 
There were fome truths which appeared to be fo clear and 
evident, that no man was difpofed to difpute them. Among 
thefe, he conceived, muft ht leckoned the juft caufes of go¬ 
ing to war. Of this nature, alfo, were thofe maxiin» of po¬ 
licy, which ought to govern this eountiy in all its connec¬ 
tions with foreign powers. The only juft caufe of war ori¬ 
ginated in the principle of fclf defence. This piinciple of 
felf-defencc was not confined to nations in the fame manner 
as it was to individuals. Individuals wcie only allowed to 
avail ihemfelves of this piinciple, when the danger was im¬ 
minent and preftigg, and where the laws iuAituted for the 
j)rote£lion of focietv, could not operate and enfure iheir 
fafety. A nation’s right of attack, was founded in, and muft 
originate out of, the piinciple of felf-defence; and no war 
could be juftified on the grounds (to ufe a failiionable phrafe) • 
of political expediency, whatever the conlequences of it 
' might be, and however profitable and advantageous it might 
turn out to the State. '1 he principle of felf-dffence, theie- 
fore, was the foie ground on which a war could be juftified. 
The cafes where a war was juft, might be reduced to three 
heads : ift, when it was undertaken to ledecm a right forcibly 
withholden, and to which we had an irrefiftible claim ; fe- 
condly, in providing for future fafety; andthelaft, aright 
of repelling an unjuft attack. Thefe were the only three 
caufes which could juftify any war, except another, which 

might 
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might be Included under the third> and that was where an 
ally had been unjuflly attacked. He laid particular ilieiit 
upon the words “ uiijuflly attatked,” not lieing willing to 
admit} that when an ally was an aggreflbr} and teful d to 
make reparition} the nntion with wiiom he was 111 alliance 
was obliged to lupport him. A nation was bound to lup- 
poit an all) only in the calc of ui uiijuil attack, and e\cn 
then onl) aci ording to the Ipccihc mt innig of the titaty cn- 
teied into between them. '1 he only tliiee f aules, therefore, 
for going to wai, wc«c, to udi eiii a light, to provide againfl 
danger, and to icpcl an attack; and any piincipleof iuppufed 
policy which flood in oppolition to rhele thiee cauics, and 
did not come wphin one or other of them, could never be 
•1 luft c uiit of w AT, Omnia z ihft nd , j uptlli ptffunt, 
'1 hefe weic the woids of Cimiilus to his loldicis, and they 
weie full of wildom, polic), aiui juftice 1 hele weie the 
onl) lull ciulcs of war, on the eA ib^iflied pnncipl s of the 
law of nitioiiv. I or ihewai on which they wtienow about 
TO entci, wliatwere they called to do 1 o redeem a light, 
to piov ale againll danger, or to repel an attack ^ W as there 
any din^ei vvhici at prefent thieatened this country * Had 
any of then tights been viol lud, or any unjuil attack made 
upon them ^ He fliould content himlelf with anfweriiig to 
lliefc tjuiflions. He might left on thelc general pnnciph , 
.ind call foi an anlvvti firm tlie other fide of the Houle* 
hut a ioit of anlwer had been alicndy attempted. A new 
Ivftein bad ceitamly been piopolud to the Houle; a fyftiin 
which that Houle did not undeiHand, and which could never 
have entered into the mind of any icalonable man It w is 
.10 eafy inattei to argue a propolitioii which Ind no preeiie 
definite meaning. The theory of tieaties which had been 
Aated to the Houle, he did not pietend to undetftand ; but 
he did underftand ioniething of the Piuftian ttcaty. Uy 
rhat treaty, Cncat Biitain, in cale of an uiijuft attack, Ln> 
gaged to furniftt the King of Piaftia witli a ecitai 1 number 
of troops, or with a ceitain fum of money. He tiiifted 
that he fhould not he told that the moment they entered into 
• this treaty with Prufln, they v.cre bound for all the other 
engagements of the King of Piuftia. He Ind always undet- 
fland the treaty to be a tieaty of defence, and it was impof 
fibletobefo conftrued, as to juftify the war in which they 
were about to engage. 1 he tieaty into which wc had en¬ 
tered with the King of Piuftia was laid before the Houfe; 
but if we were bound for all his other engagements, all the 
treaties of the King of Pruflia with other Powers ought like- 
wife to have been laid befoiethe Houfe. He had nevei con- 
fidered the treaty in that light, neither had that Houfe ever 
confidcicd the treaty in that light. Ihe right honourable 

gentle* 
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gentleman himfelf ha 4 Hated, that it was only to furnilh a 
certain number of troops in cafe the King of Fruffia was at¬ 
tacked. Was he attacked r Had he any reafon to expert: an 
attack from the Emprefs of Ruffia? From any occurrence 
which was intimated to the Houfe, when the Pruffan treaty 
was laid upon the fable, could any man poflibly imagine that 
Great Rniam would have Iwen boiuul by that tieaty, under 
the prelent ciicumftanccs r Jiut ihcie was a behind. 

It had been contended that the chaiadtcr and honour of the 
country were concerned. Wh »t a way was that of t'Veating 
the Houl»^? hor wliat piirpofe was the irtatv laid before the 
lloufe r VV'as it to coniult the Houft with rcf’anl to the en¬ 
gagements into which His Jlv liad entt red, or was it 
for the purpoie of deceiving the |■'ui)!IC, and ilie Heufe, and 
propofing to them a treaty which hJd out that wo weie en¬ 
gaged in a fyrteni of defence, wlen, in ta^l, it meant pet- 
te^Hy a different thing' Sup'oii* at the time wiion the 
treaty was before the Houfe, that ir h.id I’etn a condition in 
the tieaty that Citcat Britain fliouid cu to war with Rutfia, 
will never Ruffia fliould pofll fs lii'leli of Oi /akow, would 
any man in the Houfe have ill nt d :o ir' Cmild the \lini- 
ller, with all the confidence w !.u!i tiiat Houft was difpofed 
to place ill him, liaveever procuicd then .vppiohation to fuch 
a cuiidition ' It was iiiipofiibh. 't'l is couiiti v wras at pence, 
and they ongh' to • dheie to tlial (hh i.hvc tv item vfliuh had 
been lb wiiely recoinniendtd to liie n. In eve; y other itfpefl, 
the treaty was unexceptionable. Sucli a itie.iiuic as the war 
now propoied muff give ofte'.co to a Pijwei with wdticli it 
had always been confidered as the gieattft inVMefl of this 
country to maintain th ' hid umUillandii.g. The lang'-agc 
of the tieaty was, that (Iitar ih.ta n a<ul Piuffia Indenteitd 
into adefenfive alliance. 'I'lv Imgu.i^H of that Houfe wa-., 
that ihev had enteied into an c’tP'nl.ve ir, atv. It fiii h a con- 
ftruiBion hid been {liven fo the tiearv at llic time, no man 
in that Hud'e would have fupported it. How, or upon 
what principle, could they ibpport it now ■ It w*as a fyftem 
which in itsconl'equences went infimtely hesoiid the treaty : 
all to which thev weie bound by the triaty, was to furmfli . 
the King of Prudia w ith fb many tioops; o», m caft he liked 
vt better, with a ceitaiii lum of money. By the fyllem now 
adopted, they were engagid at once in all the expencts and 
cnniequences of a wnt, oi winch no man could fee tl^e policy, 
and of which no human piudence could limit tho extent. 
Perhaps hf might he told, that he had admitted that*a coun¬ 
try W.15 bound, for its own fiifety, to guard acaiiift the dan¬ 
gerous aggrandifement of any one Power. 'I'liis was cer¬ 
tainly true; but he muft lu* uiid«*iii:ood to fnppoi'e, that that 
aggrandifement was aimed at by violent and unjufl means; 
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that it vras clear anil obvious, that the danger arifing from It 
was evident, and the not providing tor it in the heft way in 
our power would be 10 negic<!’> our ow n lafety. Hut thi. he 
wou'd not adn it upon any contingent and remote view, 
fuch as could ante from tin* equity of a treaty enteied into 
with an ally, and lot 'miutdiitelv connedled with any into- 
reft of th'S ccuniiy. In inch a cafe, he certainly "'ould not 
adn.it that ixplinatio.i. Jr was on this prln pie. on »he 
fiift vjew of It, that the halance of the powei of Fur.'pf- had 
betn icunded. I hiS he contended, was a fyfnn which 
ought not to be left to tin nian.igement of age|,•^, and nn- 
liNilfiil hands To that Iv'hn* ind to the ; lefi i\atiun of 
It, he had ht irtl the epi het of wild ai'il n maiitic ap, I id. 
He wtuld not infoim the poor ft ] eal.int in tht ccpi ry, 
when hruad of it, by h:s luft' hgh’, th it he w . dcr; ' in- 
ttitftrd in the prefer* at c'n of h.il helence; nd if r * i ic 
iiecefl'.ny, he would aclvi<e the pi.il.-i,* t(‘ ‘iih-Mit to ni bur¬ 
dens, in»r.kito preierve that cet eny ic .'iger. 
Jlur titc t(\tifeof that fsft •> , p v id .'uu the 

counliy wisno loiigei \o ’< ,) ilii* v m* and cau- 

tioi''poles, wh'ch h.i!i n * d. 1 it'e i hey 

S’er* now to contmd lo , cm »' jl'*k >(.1. it they 
wue /igbting fell ll i ' i ii ^ ’,<1 t! , " .ill.n*-. I’fiis wa* a 
fouice of aflli,'*i( .1 tie p,.. ,iif, .ii.d’lofi ssloitopi d to 
las IKS*. Vunb n on ).i. i lor ij, t inn, t*, ''aUd toep- 
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ssh h'd bi n lo loud in 


^fic loi iiiiti, i\! 1 • f 'be h l.ii rr if ossi i, vsould 
b.n e i\,'allied thin i.ssii fsii m. lli b.,! Skutih d ih m 
clok’i, 

inp s « ' 1 . ■ 
f ilPu • ' 

'll 1-IHi * 
ll ‘1 I'^l l' 

thai.p ll: 


I i 111 b' 111 VI ll t’ i* 1 t h .d fir 1 I me of tlii \\oik- 
s in tb. II i.iiiub. 'l bev ' .ul i binged itit . 

, .111 . b. J noss f r i,ti ] hai tlif d eici* of posvci 
sv..‘ I o longi I a It 111i . 1 11 .'llliough tliej li id 

111’ opinion. Ml (>iev I. ii', Ii« tLitaiiily h.id not 
. I > ■* confidt It ll till I .i' I. ce of pi wer in Kurope 
.ni 'lij'i ‘1 ol (ill at coitern; an. f they could f* f\v him 
tlhit ibii bil.nxe sv.isiii ibe b .il il.ii c'lr. he Ihculd ccr^.»in!v 

c J 

jjist ll ’ sotc ti, ri 'rui it fuMTi l' at tl uiL'er. * iit before he 
roiiftiued to j luiigt tl.i Counliv into a’l the hoiroi.s ofwai, 
he nil ft hi (onsii.i d that the danger sv.is fiiiiid to the cafe 
Itmifibi rtasMiliim thaf the p'>lUflion of the town of Oc- 
v.nkow* wa*. fuch as would in itci' afleifl the intcreft of this 

tounliy, and ssould ciulangei balance of power in F.u- 

ropt. Upon what prin ipKs, oi for what nafons, could we 
complain of the leims svhich tlie Finprcfs of Ruflia had in- 
fiftt'd upon ? How could any danger riife to this country ? 
Jf thty lot kid upi n the Einprefs with as jealous an eye as 
fome jieople did. they would think that the way for her to 
jggrandife hcrfelf in a manner the leaft ofFenfive to this coun- 
.■4 tiy, 
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try, would be to pufh her conquefts to the South- But the 
right honourable genrleuian had oblerved, if this was the 
caie, would not any man lee the necelEty of arming ? 1 or 

his own p-irt, Mr. Giey added, he was not one of thofe who 
fought for war on fuppolitions W hat the Emprefs of RufCa 
iought was (Imply this—-the town of Oc4dkow and the coun- 
tiy between the H )gand the Ncifter; and how could it pol- 
llbly be Hated that the acquii'ition of this teriitoiy was lo 
material an acquiGtion to the Einprels, as to make her for> 
midable to the lift of Eutope, ortoTuikey? In fadl, it was 
not veiy mataiial for eitlier of thefe ohje< 51 &. In the Gift 
place, with regard to defence againll Turkey, tint place was 
not of very great confequence. The Empreis had puihed 
lier conqu'fts to Mount Ilemus, and the (xraiiv. Vi/ir had 
been Kti with ten thoafand men. Upon whit ptinciple. did 
they contend that this place was of fo much importance' 
Could It give her the nsivigation of the Nieper > According 
to the moft accuiate infoimation whicii he had been able to 
obtain from fuch as were accjininted w'lth thole parts, and 
from the inlpoflion of the htft imps, it appealed that th 
Empn (s might pnllefs the Nitper, without being in pofteihon 
of( 3 c/ikow. 1 he acquilition of that place, thercfoie, was 
not of fo much importance at it had been reprelcnted. T he 
country between the Bay and the Neiftci was kn iwii by the 
name of^he Defeit Plains, which circumftance m^lghtgisc 
gentlemtn fome idea of what impoitance that ternioiv was 
likely to be otto the Lmpitls of Ruilia. AUhougii tlu 
country was barien, it was inhabited by lome Taitars, who 
pluiideicd the dominions of the Emjneis; and in order to ft- 
cnreheililf agiiiift future attacks, (lie had clannc 1 that place 
of defence foi her own territory. Was there any thing un- 
Tcafonahl'* in this demand ? When it was conlidered that the 
Tuiks wen the aggieflbis in the war, could it be Hated that 
the tenns weie unnecf ffary, or unju'H ' Could it be (aid that 
the acquilition of luch a teintory would prove of any mate-- 
iial diiadvantage to this country ' But fuppole it had been of 
ten times more importance than it really was, of what con- 
ft-quence was the Black Sea to Cneat Biitain ? He believed • 
that it was the only Tea which BritiHi Hups did not navigate. 
^Vas it them to be lecured for the trade which this countiy 
was to have wiili Poland ? He thought that the important 
trade of Great Biitain earned on with Ruilia, muH 1 % gieatly 
^interrupted by the prefent war; and fure he was, that it 
' would prove difficult toperfuade the country of theneceflity 
of war. Our trade with Ruilia was the moH advantageous 
of any to Great Britain; it furniflied materials for our manu- 
fadfures, and proved an excellent nurfery for feamen- Our 
exports to Ruffia amounted annually to about two millions 
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fterling; and oar imports to the amount of one million.—* 
n he dutuson the export tiade amounted annually to theiuoi 
of 300,0001. In th s tr.ide upwards of 850 fh ps were em* 
ployed, all of them Bntilh, except four or five. Was it 
prudent or wife, therefore, to interrupt fuch a trade, to 
which wns to be add d, the itnmenie expence of the war^ 
Mr. Oiey icmarke •, tint if he quottd a rdpedlable .iutho> 
Tity on tins fuhjcfl, it u-s not merely for the fake of that 
authopiy, hut rrilly fi m thinking that his condu^ was 
founded on the wifi A piinciples of polit v and prudence. Jn 
1739, Cireat hiitnin was in alliince with the King of 
Prufiia, and when the litrei was piefied by the victorious 
arms of Kuffia, he eirncftly iohcited Loid Chatham, as the 
only m*‘ans of pro\iding for his (ifitv, to fend a fleet into 
the Paine. Wh.at w is the mlwet of that Minifter to his 
Prufli.in Ma]efly ^ He confide red our trade with Rufiia to 
be of fo much impoitmce, although it did not then amount 
to one third of what it does at prefei t, that he refilled to 
enter upon the veiy meifure which w.is now in agitation. 
This was the policy of Lord Chatham, and had been the 
policy of all fucceeding AdminiAiations: it had been the po¬ 
licy in 1770 and in 1783. If it was formerly unnecelTary to 
the inteitih of th s country to oppofe the growing power 
of Rufl'i, whit new ciicumflance had atileii to make that 
an efiiblifhed {olic> ' What had happened witiim the laft 
fix months to alter Mie policy even of the prefent Adminifira- 
tion ? Why had thty been alTured, repedtedly, tliefe three 
years, while the wn betw cm Riiflia and the Porte was car- 
r\ing on tint the niierefis of Great Britain were not at 
flake, and th.t there vi is no ptohability of the interruption 
of the peice ui d inp(|Ui!lity of the country ^ It was incum¬ 
bent on the right iiunc 11 able gentleman tofhew fomeground 
foi the prefent war t I he did fo, on every principle ofjuf- 
Tice ami pol cv, the noufe ought torefiain from it. Mr. 
Grey contender t’i it it was neither ]uft nor politic. He 
had, pel haps, gene u i far into this fubjeCl, and that what 
he had faid Ind b»#^ 1 t nher the repecion of what had been 
‘ fornitily obferstd tin 1 any thing new. It had been done 
for the expref^ purpofi of drawing fome anfwer fiom the 
other fide of the HouV. He conceived that they ought .0 
give fome reafon btfir** they procced..d to thew.it. He 
trufled that he ha I efiahlifhed all the points which bethought 
It was neceflaiy foi him to infift upon. 1 here only remam^a 
a lingle confide ration, and that was, one wiy in which 
theie refulutions might be treated. Hememt to move a 
ftring of different refolutions, firft of all Rating the general 
intereilsof this coantry, anu the general principles on which 
war could b'* juRified. Theie refolutions alio contained the 

nature 
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nature of our cnnnediion with foreign Powers; and laflly, 
as a conclufion from the whole, they aflerted that the prelent 
armament was unneceflitry. I'he firlV refolution might be 
confidered as a truifm. If the firft propofition winch he 
lliould lubmit to the Hr ufe wire true, and the refult falfe, 
let the other fide of the Houfe fhew that the concluhon did 
not follow. Pe did not wiih to alarm the countfy, by re- 
prefenting that there was a want of lelources, hut he was 
lure that every addition to the burdens of the counfi y, in 
thepieient lituation« mull bedeverely felt; and in order to 
induce the people to bear them with chearfulnefs, that Ilonic 
ought to proceed on principles of jultice and honour, and 
Ihew the people that fuch burdens wcie really necrlTaiy. if 
the confequences which he had drawn from the fiill propo¬ 
fition could not be lupported, let the light honourable gtntlo- 
man ftiew it by aiguinent; bnt if the light hot ouiahlegen- 
tlem.in, as ufual, endeavoured to wrap himlelf up in iIk veil 
of State fecrefy ; if lie ftrove to avoid what he could not an- 
fwer, and to have recourfe to a previous quell ion, and to 
the order of the day, let gentlemen confdcr well w liatthey 
owed to themselves, and to their country, before they con¬ 
curred with him in a meafure which mull he attended with 
ruinous confi“quenccs. Such a war could never do ci edit to 
the charailer of the country ; it could 1 ©the iuflif.cd on the 
principles of either policy or realon Pe could not lit down 
without previoully t.akiiig notice of thole doiflrines cf con¬ 
fidence which were every day c.iiii(d to a gicater ext'^nt, and 
which converted the Houfe of Commons into what was little 
better than the Parliament of Paris previoully to the late 
revolution. If this doftnne of confidence was ftill r xtended, 
that Houfe would fi-rveno other piirpole bnt merely to ap¬ 
prove and regifler the a< 5 ls of the King’s Mnifiers, Mi. 
Grey declared that it was his glory to announce, that he lia I 
attached himfelf by principle to his right honourable fr.enti, 
(Mr. Fox) and to a let of men not minting the foul alpei- 
fions call upon them, in a former debati, but on the con¬ 
trary, delerving the praifes of their countrymen for refilling, 
on all occafiens, every principle which was unconllitutional. • 
It had been his lot to lland fuiward more tlian once again 11 
this blind confidence which had been claimed by the M mi¬ 
ller, and which many of his friends were willing to give 
him. WhatevfrMinifter claimed fuch confidence, he Ihould 
"^^pofe him. 'Fo this every Member was engageil by every 
•duty which bound him as a reprefentative of the people. He 
did not claim to himfelf any exclufive merit for having Hood 
forward on this occafion; he had not done it without the 
approbation and concurrence of his ftiends. He did not 
fuppofe that the fubjedl had received any weight becaufe it 
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was propofed by him; the only reafon why he flood forward 
then, as he had done on otlur occaflons, being becauie it had 
been thought that it was belter for the caufe that the weakeft 
fiiould come flrfl;, and tlie flrongefl follow, in order to make 
up for his deficiency, by then more eftedteal lupport. When 
they hadengiged to wage war ngainfl Spam, he had the ho¬ 
nour of cOidully concur ing in an unanimous vote, ^^hen 
the Cl nveiuion of Spain was announced to that Hoiife, no 
•t ■ '•“j.uced 4t It more than lie did ; hut he thought it was 
: • ' that h-* fliould knoi^ wliether the money which had 

spe'ided wa*-n^-ctiiarilv incurred or not. Heconceiv- 
t . r ’ IS not ; but undoiibte !y the Houfe had enter- 

tan 1 C' lent apiniun. It was not for him to airaign the 
llo r i fo deciding ; he hoped, however, that he mould 
I ■ '.'e lu, pnicd to have .idled contiary to his duty on the 
pi; ..it occafton, akh ugh he had made n motion which 
pioved unluccefsfiil. In the con/eft with Spam, iome 
grounds had been flaled. An inlult had b**en offered, and 
latisfadfion refufed. On the prefent occ.^fion, they were de¬ 
filed to give* the Miniilei ciedit for e\.eiy meafuie which he 
had prnpoled; they weie to adl on his hare word. I'his was 
no part of the ntcellai y confidence due to the executive Go¬ 
vernment, and he lu'peil that f'li. h confid^ce would never 
be given. They might icpicG nt it under the name of legal 
prt-roga\i\e , if lb, tliv'v ought 10 be ?l'le to prove it hy fome- 
thing better than meie aflUrtion. Mr. (irey declaied, that 
he had not the Imahelt objedlion to the Royal prerogative, 
and particulaily to that pait of it which enabled the Crown 
to make peace and war, and to manage foreign negoc>ations; 
but he trufled that tliofe weit thebt-fl friends to the piero- 
gatives of the Crown, who wiflied to confirie it within its 
proper limits, and that it might nijt he fo ufed as to produce 
its own deftruiflion. It \\.u oiigiiully allowed for the good 
and fafery of the people, and if any contradi6lion arofe be¬ 
tween the good of th“ people and the prerogative of the 
Crown, it was not d.fliciilt to foretell what mufl prove the 
confequence. He h''ix*d and trufled th.it the prciogaiive of 
• the Crown would never com rat’'Ct the duties of that 1 loiifc. 
It was the indifpcnfable duty of that Houfe to enquire into 
the juflice of voting away tlie piibiic money ; an 1 he hoped 
that It would never he confidcred as nuMdmg the pn mgative 
of the Crown. Minifters claimed the contiduice of the 
Houfe of Commons; but iuppofe that the Hou^t ftiould .'’f- 
terwards heperfuadid that the war w.is impolitic aiiil unjulf, 
and that the meafures taken deferved the fevendi punifliment, 
might not Miniflers come with the vote of approbation in 
tbeir hands, and fay, Can yon, who have approved, come 
^ now and condemn that to which you have already given 

“ your 
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** youi fanftion ^ you hive aimrovcd of thefe meafures, and 
** theiefoie you cannot now blatne us, or ftart objections 
“ againll tliur natiuc ” IVii ()rey now concltd d Ins re¬ 
marks, with thf t "owing motions : 

I. “ 'In • It I', It ill tunes, .nid parfcubrly under the 
pieltiit ciiCLi nlHnct'-, tli* mtcifll ot th » ccintry toprt- 
j ivi , r IC(.” 

2 " 1 li * It In nil lier h if( inhic nrr ^uft to ti«e up 
irni toi thf pti|f»^ (1 diL* nin«> t*-ims (^ pt cc b twetn 

“ Mitionsf ic; ic< { inlirfliliTi , wnhout m) itb it I’ce tithtr 
“ to the cault, ol lie diipuits, 01 t' cdcunil ci ^ cf the 
“ w 11.” 

3 “ Tint ihc 1 *u(al of an ollu of intouton, 1 no juft 
“ c III It. lor w i 

i,. “ I) ’ di Mg t'u ptogulN of *’i \ ir 1 ptween Riiflia 
“ V ' tiu It lit, 11(1 ue f u 11' t» ot Oc/iko\s, this 
“ I'out h s itiL \ 1 , f t( d itl II incc- tit in the J iirone, 

* Tlatt' Sui 1 t i nil IS (ont ii^'d to ,)»o nile tothis 

“■ eoupiliv th u I'Liiupttd injoM cm ot the blelTii^s of 

« p Ut.” 

5 “ J h it cm \ ii'ftlb trnt’’rtt'i "i^i inceswhich 
** V liisi ifc iStd * V) ^1 the ! ' one, imviloutt 1 is hitherto 

“ c' ifiiUitJt'K I ft I it's vf X IF It II -im s pot 1 *■ to be 

“ antdied 1 V IP ^nls of ii i Rii ’11 in', on thehoidus 
“(filth ck <.a 

(i. “ I ' if IV n< t bout d b\ iiiv tifity to fnrnifh af- 

lili met to T'\ (. f ( lM iM t , cxi j» 11 flu c n. of in attack 

i pr 1 i'k ” 

“ J i t n VP ot tl I j)( <T ^ ( IS of th s r iintis, or of 

.(iiv tf I N ii ( , api t ii lo li *liit iniud iiifh an hoftile 

“ a tick trojp HI) ioKi n 11 c p ” 

8. “ lint rhttxptpti ot in nnim nt inuft h^hurden- 
loint to tie couiiiis, md is, iindtr iht prrient cinuin- 
“ ftuiK , is til I 'this Houfc is iiiforintd, hghlymcxpe- 
‘‘ d snt HI 1 Mini (* fl'n \ ” 

IM I) SI yJ'/rtohit i\((l t’nt, in iifing, 'p ht did, toll- 
coiul the p otion ot Ills h hi bl t'l ml, lie w well iware 
ot till pn t it (iitical, imptrtiiit, 1 id hi ftiud t nt lu was 
*'O inith I (liliid in addmp, til initous jitu ition of tlie 
coiiiitiv. It Ii d I ot bf( n lit' ittd to tins ftatc by my necef- 
fit\ ot I fstt Im^ in illv, hut h\ ihi u ijuftiti ihle mt afurcs 
iiiHiuitous cundu£l ot tin 11 ht honoiitble g< ntkman, 
ij\n(lviin It in in iiliMs md unncctfl’uy war. It was 
jt til (fill III ill ih hli, iMitmueh .fs no one good leafon ever 
Iml 01 could l*t* afiigiud toi licit a mcifuie. The riglit ho- 
nouiable gentleman ftill m theory, whatever his practice 
might he, iiul holdsn forth to the Houfe the language of 
peace; and they uiuft well know, that any Minifter of this 

country. 



parliamentary a. 1791. 

country, who wiAied to ralPe his character for popularity, 
mult found It on peace. To maintain peace with dignity 
and with iionoui to ourfclves, and when the melancholy 
hour came for entering into a juft war, to do it with fpirit 
was a ch ir it^er becoiiipig this cou’itiy, a charai^er which he 
truiled Alii belonged to tins country, a charaiAer for mode¬ 
ration, gallantry, and hnni'inity. *1 o fuppirt that charai^er 
unco itammited, was luicly rlit uniudaimof everv gentle¬ 
man who then liciid him. A bloody wir wis always an 
object of regret, as bting invir'ably ittendcd with great ex¬ 
pence. It wax, hiwev-*!, foni-coniolition to le'lert, that 
howivei deeply the count*, was olit il, diAieifed, particu¬ 
larly tlie moil nuniLious put of tnc community, there was 
ilill that fpiiit left, Ai 1 that vigoirnis pr nciple in all ranks, 
w'hich would enable the 11 to bcir additional burdens, and 
mike them lav light on tin 11 Ih luldcrs, provided they were 
convMiced tint war wis eiiteied mto on foine juAifiahle 
ground. 1 hey ought, tlien, to conoid'i wheit they Aood, 
and he cjieful to imp fc no hurdtn^ but thoiL which were 
neceffm. 'J he luhji.. of this countrj weic jealous of their 
ho lour, nd theiefoK tn y wiuld be reuly, at all time*, to 
fulFcr new biitd^tis, to Ipuid th ir I ill ftithing, and the laA 
diop of ir 111 Jod to Inppoit th( ii honoui The right ho- 
nou.atfiC ge.rlt.nai, a icwdiys ago, had brought down a 
m^ffig*- to il at Tlou^e, and tliey had pltdged thtmlelves, in 
fome dttiift, to fujip >11 the w ir, and for tint puipoletoHy 
ntw bur lens on th^- p oph. No piiiic.ple of eijuitv had lieen 
a»tnTin''cd to be Aiteih Could it be laid that they had a 
right to go to war on a ly piiiiciph of moderation ? Clearly 
not: foi the very a^ of w ir w is di.Auifli\e of moderation. 
It was no’ to prelen ’ thi Inth «f rieaties, for no treaty had 
been vifiiar'd M as it for intion il clni i6ler, or national ho- 
noir'’ 1 «r fiom it. by, then, did they ^ntti into the 
war > M as it to fupport a balance of pciwer^ It was to fup- 
port a baleiice of power never befoie heard of; an ideal va¬ 
lance of power, which was iievtr hi fore entertained, and 
which was never luppoied to h ive anv relation to the politics 
of r urope, nor any conncdlion wiih its polit cal lafety 01 
exiAence. 1 or whom did (treat Bi it im Aand pledged ? Was* 
it for a people always connp<?led with her ^ Was it for a 
people carrying on an piyttf‘five ti ide with her ^ No. It was 
againA them, and in fivour of thofe who, for the fpace £,£ 
the laA century, had been joined with Fiance again^^*us, 
whofe condu6l was always marked with inhumanity, and 
whofe charafter and manner were a difgrace to human na¬ 
ture. 'I he national chara£ler, by this ineafure, muA be in¬ 
evitably loA, and the rhara£ler of a nation was like that of 
an individual. This country inuA fall from its chara^er of 

3 juAice, 
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jujt cc, generofity, lad mo Station; and muft finlw into the 
c nai‘i*r ot a bull), a t)nnt, and an oppreiior. What 
C( i Id 1 1 fo dilj^r ictti i as lo m li into a xsar »1 icli could on 
ro i,Kund vxln «.\ti Ik juliiiid" VV h u fo tvi nuiical, fo op- 
pidljv , or unjuft '•s to w tb another powtr to do tint, 
w ch vu, in alimi'irfiti tion, would n >t be conttn to 
cl), u ’i^hit no I ii on Mould em kbi nt to, ui Ids the 
11 ii politfvc in ct Any di'*^ it'd rlut ful niif! n ‘mat Bri- 

t n [id cni) 11 li^i d tt In I If ind nil Ici ]oAetity, the 

t I 111 t'liM Its ri in 1 m ihe n 1 mnt tl King’s 

nifil j • \M 1 iyln>\ M i’ll I wuV, thtv Ito il enrol! d it 
tl I ot til *fof % < 1 1 1 1 * n’l tt Is 1 h \ hid I ll’ all the ir 
i s nit s ind di k 1 ns nt 1 tf e n in tl e f s tr r ot 

'll line w II \ 1) 1 'si I 1 nd t n ii gin nmnls, tud, 
thith wi iild itti mj t t (r'n pin 11 i‘ligitu n t f tlie 
pi II L i|'(■> vs ii 1 II i( III d to S' i 4 u in (1 thf 11 ^ht honoi I jl le 

g iitliu in < n t I 1 t«n!;.ocril n fi 1 ilucd, tint to do 
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fiinktii' Ion, vii li'i »\ t n« n i s\ s b ul n vd i e 
*r tv vs nil 1 K I ^ < 1 I d c< ! I is ci net 1 1 1 1 n 

I tl • ‘ r 1 1 11* \s I n I > I n, in idir ‘ itoj lie 

ig^rindifc I Hit ot I iih> i ul I ss« i Id go 1 uthet *‘iij)- 
poli th i ini r s h ul di \n lit liil out of 1 in pi. 11 d 
]i id t iki n jK fl fli n ' t C o 111 t nopl , c light wt tin n ti > 

to vk I >• \o, hu* till III In 'll 11 ible g n hiu 11 li nil- 

trtd ill It llii ft a IS 1 V 1 t in n » i p c ui of M o t f s* v. 

Unit svf I Id p il to coi till 1 li )W tl I ei s ' Oil 

With itg ul to ni pr t iv \\ t s' * b 1 gid n nu * u 1 ‘e 

Ri flia w IS carrsii pin i s\ ir lu i i " n w' ic’ I b i 'o- 

tf t 1 inio, hut into vshuh fl t Ind ' t n ion i' 1 * h" 1 u s» 
If, •hiiifiu ihi I mpitk tnteudnP) a war ui \siiicu (i e 
\ OL, XXJX, CL 
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likely to be aggrant.ifed, though forced into it, ^ct we mull 
immediately take up arms. Ihenitureof the lyfttin wa^ 
exa 6 lly this. We had < g c;ed ourleUcs to bu icady, at all 
ti les, VI, nil an army loi the prutedlion of 1 mope, when 
Pruhia could never he under the* t ime ncctflitv to aim ^vir 
us. 3 ?y this lyllein, vn were bound to expend om bft Ihil- 
ling, and th( lali it p oi oui blood, witliout \piopt£lora 
h pe ol a ittuin Whe e then *^ 1 k ncipuu ity of tin. 
tuit) ? \\ 1C 1 ot lU IK uKs c <11 lacls entLiedinti between 
thi pir It , ind c \oi d v»lin.li th v o . 1 ot tt piocccd 
e\in I iiu ^ «o Id il \ ^ hivnnn fo infitnge 

oil 11 t.t li Ko\ il) ei t, uidl"a? 11 on the 
ii[;bi * i nl 1 g j " re 11 1 w n , but if tlu nSicd with that 

fpiii Ol i Miitli the tni'^sd m nded, th \ wruld td e 

cuc 1 i 1 fhoi Id lu t be fiK tdifcd bcMuid it due bound , 

4 > a 1 on I tu on bid pi i td m the hu ds o*’ tii* Hoifc 

til n^oi ion, el ebed ontlutpowti. It ’ lit iltalowed 

till "'ll I ) (I ]ult i lie ted, up dll. 111 uiil miced 

coni’ 11 Inm thcic v» iv u tnd ot 11 nit o iil hniour, 
am ill If] iIJii »(^i 1 I \» I M 111 11 IK iit’i pi Wet cl 

iN 11 ftcr cf thi'- c uiitrv to 1 luii u lo \ nn i o, fi nn 

\ rli \\ n ii,lii n V I bi i >ii to r stru iti luiliKi. » \Ciy 
trt.U\ \ i*- < Him in its in ii < nd fi ii’d ii \ l p t. 

I < Mind ill It me 1 n.. It t le / liiiit i of in t iiiii n. to 

Is’• n gilt they n t go 111 ii id Itwaspei- 
b ’) d iifvf, till, tyl cm uifing out ot It, priO ^ll\ o'lui- 
li 1 bi ttf i y itfclf wis to iiid d 111 th pi me pits o* 
i>, modn i ion, lad found policy; whti''i th lyl^tm 
i 1 I t oh hi Id out not lung but o )pr^ flu n, n|ific , md in¬ 
tuit o I 1 Iw 1 mpuoi hid 11 d 1 li j 11 i j ici with t’c 

T u • , mu tlu f inpu^ ri Rufhi was ilfo le” K to put 11 
fill l> tlu wn on 1 ifon ibl teiiis. Why tl en ilioiild 
CjieIt I’m 111 c mprl til I tnpi* fs *0 r iv hi . nl which fhe 
hid t kill-' Itwisfndil tOc/iow opi icl i iiiipition 
into the li'ack ^ t 1, bii*' it w is evi 1 1 1 to* m 1 \ oi c tb U Rul- 
fii could niMgite tint b 1 tin vnis igo, n d ihit it did net 
dcpnil on hei nrfl fling C> /ikos. J h I inputs hid nniL‘ 
a Vf rv icalomhle d ninul fi i the blood in 1 ti i^uic flic b 1 
fpent in the war ; tor tint the only lO i U'e/ il i w, and the 
country r und it, and it wa^ tint winch was to prove f.til 
to this country. Cfitnnly it woul 1 , hut 1 ot in the w ly 
they hid fnicitd ; it would prosehuittul to out iiinne nid 
our n ition, if Mmitlrrs went on with 1 cnitclefs war. 1 /• 
th' 1 mpicts aimed at unnerfil doirnnon, thin they might 
apprehend a little for Prutfii; hut could any modi r ite man 
flate or think, t lat her fehemr w as i Rhim of conqueft^ 
Could any man ftate that Jkilni was m dmgc ^ I he piefcnt 
intetfercnce, in his mind, wasunwaiuntabl ; itwa> a pte- 
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fcription of terms on which Great Britain had no bufinefs 
whatever to intermeddley and he therefore thought it highly 
difgracrful to this country. It was not to lupport national 
(hai after, national honour, nor for any other reafon, but that 
might he in the hands of the Turks. 'l*his, it 
leein^was the pivot of European politics, and the center 
of coniinl’'ce. \Vehad expended four millions on Noorka 
bound, ^iich was not worth a nulling to us. We had* x- 
pi nJtil IHo vt IV b«gc i’lms on the war m India, and’if WuS 
now contended iiat I'^e l.ifetv of ( neat [Britain confifted in 
putting C'^dOw iuto'**ho poflifllon of the lurks. The 
King’s M.nirttis did not like ‘okr-minded pcrlons; they 
wt-u not like mruh.nits, who w'eic cautious of entering into 
enpngnnents, but e\ei it-^dy to fulhl them, and always fa- 
ti'-iud with a fail j loht. The auihoisof the piekut fyflein 
vCic ph\ing the put ot delperate fpeculatois, and the 
wliol" ic<.ne would at ISifl tciminate m an univeifal hank* 
luptcv, andthef. tal hour, lu btlieved, was not fai off.—- 
Since the light hf lu'i.'-.blt- gintleman had come into power, 
thi fiiuincts of ihi countiv, it muft he admitted, had been 
in lonlid^i ihlf degret. of j ,olj tiity ; hut it (hould be re¬ 
in mhiifd, tlutthcK vseiemuij vl\tntitious cncumflmces 
wh'ch .kuted to tli’t prolp^ 1 he diiluihaiices la 

Hell IP 1 , iM the Ntthtiluuls, and in 1 lancc, IndiacA tend¬ 
ed totiMow ini'» thi hinds ot ihelhitdh meichants, many 
iichfourcc t comUKic^ : illn, he luppoled, would heeaiily 
giai.ted, iipt tlnt-ouhl not h contidned is apeimmcnt 
ioun e of re\( M ’ . A Icttknu iil had tak n plaec in Hollind 
I'lvl the N tlieil V’d', an 1 the lu»pt was not fai olf^ when 
* .aiitP woiiht ig un laili h luad imong the powns of Lu* 
rji/ , uno\ i* ! ind poMfied from all hci fornei pollutions, 
.'id. cuiulol dill'll ^clm^r iKLeHs; llie would tluMi find us 
ts.th riu coiiuitutioii on the dicln.;, palhid in eseiy linih, 
anl lai gon^ in conVuucnte of having betn put into the 
hinds rf igi Hint, ielf-coiice.ud i^ui ks. ]}id lluy not all 
know’, that the Houle ind xhv. connft v wcieat pitU nt gro.in- 
iiig untlci th(-j*icfiiia ofther cent tjUi millions^ It had been 
r J that ill" war 1.1 Ind a wot hi be pud hy the Company, 
and 1 gieit ileal iiiou ot ihodoinant ide ot that toit ludbLeii 
iLr^d; but kt it I'L u«.ol!iiLd, tint the right lionoui.U>le 
'ciiJeinm htmfili hid declaud tint lu conliduulthis coun¬ 
tiv as engaged foi eveiy fhiliiiig of tiie cxpenceof an Indian 
w>v Though lhi> rxpence mieht not fall in .is the cuiient 
xT-enccs ot this 11, 01 of the lu xt year, yet it would come 
tome time oi other, and piove an inluppoitable burden to 
th" iiihahitanis of this countiy. The debt which had been 
heidv incurred m India, on account of the war, ixceidcd 
b.\. millions, and it might amount to ten 01 twenty millions 

0,4 more 
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more before it wac concluded. To this was to be added, tne 
lol' of our trade with Kufha, the moft advant.igeous irade to 
Great Britain, tuinifhn g the belt iiurlcry ior leameii He 
reminded the Houl:;, that it t'as by tlin, tiaJe thu our btll 
ieameii were railed, and oui hr-il lhi,is built, and ther.^ e 
we we e Jkc madmen, aiBing f t theinf* I\es. it w ii<ihit ih 
l.ulors dcftroving the Bnu n nivy. f no flirt cotld ac* 11 
the Baltic, why Ic-ep up anv nuinbci b \oi,J thi j e.ice en ib- 
liflimrnr. Ante if they ould not a‘*, tlu \ \uii* 11^”^ Is. r 
tlie tim'* the c«>nven ion took placc^/vi no'^pain, < lie Ihet 
' was as well n).innfd and.irn)ed is ay 'wh'chnhu) me txifl d 

in this ountry, and Minifter'* thtri ih »uld hav?*'looked i oui d 
them wi h a viry jialoasty , h»foii they difm uuIlU that 
fleet. 1 ut It was I lid tint cc>'Moniy w.is tin ohi(«.t. I Lit 
econoinv li.ul led thun to vi ti hvc 01 iix iniil ui', util 10 
lave an bundled thouiaiul poiiiuK 1 Bat whut pi blic bin lit 
would poflibls accrue to tlie c» unt v bv *h j n L i* %a - 
The caule of the war euuKl onlv b an e).tt i on ot tni .il- 
readv “xtendpil pitronj’» it the iigLt hoMouMbk gi-iit! m m. 
He adviled them, th 1 tvta, to i It th ir i .i-., .ml look be 
foie; fui tliev w'rn o h- tiLu of .1 jhci ir , and i\ ry 
moment in d.iMgf i of tall nc If the 1 K ia,iin loi irt g 
millions, w.i'i h ire, thty cou'd only account fui it in tie 
iniquity of th^ caul*. 

'1 he “jiL I put tlie qu^ ilion on the fii fl r« folut.<''n when 
I Old 1 Old B.' t t e ri> e, iinl rtmnketl, tint it w iS nectt I'V, 
Btlgravc. to a ccn.iin dtqn r, to pi ic" coiih li t c( m Mni bets, a d ti. t 
11 WrfS lit t clai.iif (1 by the ptifint Nlniilteison any v.iguu r 
uiid linen giounl, but i n tl e imiqunocal nid li i one of 
expiieiue of tlir 1 f t itr n iits Iht-lt, ii ptf'ii.itd 
would be lufl. til. itly il'iculit'd in 'hf f ccurn 1 ct s 1 1 i/b/, 
and of the lall si.at W ith regird to the ulolutions nxovtd 
by (h« honouiableg ntl mm (\ir C'nv) In woi Id not enter 
into a IpiCid It ve c infd latK n of iluiii I he brfl, in par¬ 
ticular, I light be ♦ u , as to till gent I il qucfliM ; p T'Wis 
certainly mou def lablt thin war; hut it v'a an un loul ttd 
truth, tint evtii v u wis pit.eiibl to difhi n U' t ni- 
cjuillity. Tliehoiouri d 1 iK rrfl of a c m I'ly were ink pa¬ 
rable, and It might not be coiiIiUmil with *^h h mo'irof t is 
country to.iccede to the tciinsof peice which the I mpieL 
of Rnflia hid pi p )fi I As to the 1 itfreft of thr foifntiy, 
fo I ir IS It inighr he afli (fU 1 hv ih lU Jli 1 ff ion of the h il in''e 
of po'i I, lie judged ih.it the 11 t< tcience of mie nation woj^’v. 
Ik iiic^lTuy, when another wi, ni('..mgLt of b* ngtvnr-'ii- 
natiu. • '1 hole who looked only at the furf.ice, might fe 
noth ng alarming in the acqnifitiOii made by tV Lmpn f'.. 
Oc 'akow, and the count! y httvseen the Bi.g and the Ni iller, 
might not in tbemfclves be confidcrcd as of fo very gieat im> 

poitance; 
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poitT ce; but gentlemen fhould refledi, that thefe led to the 
ac(]uifition of Conhantinopie, and fiom thence to Lower 
I gvpr and Alexandria, which would give to K.uffia the entire 
iiipremacy oi the Me Uterranean, and rendei her a formidable 
to I ngl iiui, as a commercial and a mantime power, 
the ttiok ii'in winch went to condemn tne prelent ar- 
manii t, as impolitic and Piexpidicnt; that Parliament could 
not agi,e to, being guilty of a contradidliiui; for 

t^ 1' d a^ lady txpi< fl.lv ajipiostd thi^ armament, and de- 
cl I ditlicii wi’ * Muf to furnifli the (uppltes neciFflary to 
li'ppor It. 1 e ll'o |(I, thdefore, movt the previous quef- 
ti 1, as i> il \ ly r.d (m^ this lefolution 

Lord 1. coirl uhd wi.li luine firther elucidation of 
tin. doiti n ol cvnihhiice. Nluch, he f id, oi ght to be 
entiuficd to the d.lcut,tn if a \JinilUr, who lud proved 
h mb 11 \vi ilhv ff till t’ufl ; but Ihll much ought to be af> 
cribtd to acci knt nnd g » d foit'inc. Pri dent difp ifitions 
onlv were in the iow**i rf mtn; the 1 ft tt.is at the diipofal 
ot Ihovidtnte A Minfttr, who bidtxeiied his heft abili¬ 
ties in the III. oiliis louptiy, had at Itaft the comfortable 
I feeling oi left appiolKUiiin. 

(111 U a 

A/('t piit ' rccupatoi 
h 1 1 p to non tanttn it t itnm-, 

f qnt ii'ioct. if mi', iiiqm 
D'Pcl^ i ti'timq i ted 

* k od fin ns tarn 11 ci a " iaiI. 

lloR. L. 3. Od. 29. 

hit i*v^ IT III' to licond the motion made by Lord Kel- Mr. 
grave, and i xp'tirid Ins peite^ concuriiiicc with the bonoirr- P\bus. 
ably gentl m in < ppulue to him. in ibcit conftruftio'n oi the 
til uv with Piiilii i. It ccitainlv had alw.'ysappeared to him 
ndilt.ifivi triaty, in the itiiclelt lenle 01 the* teim ; an I it 
inch well tbeictlicnpc nd n itu'c of it, it was undoubtedly 
trill that wi wete not hound bv Piy aiticle in it to come for- 
waid as in aim-'d ncgocuoi oi a peact betwti n Riiflia .and 
the Poitc. iJiit tbou.^b it did di^Fti iflcMtidly fiom a tu'atv 
of olfenlwe all* » ce in this r«'nil nnent il point, that we wt.e* 
not obliged to afhft theCou.t of Btrlin m any dcfigiis of n.a- 
tional aogr.uidi/enicnr, nor to roimtenancc Inch hoftint.c*’ 
as aiidntioii ami a lose of conqutft might t^mpt it to Cu.n- 
in n^'e; tb0111 i it' f *ence .11 dilput s U) on the Con- 
^tmeiit, covld not be inbllelupon as a of of/f gn/ion 

;^iid Juithf yet it would be a moil extiaoidmary mode of i«.i* 
fonipg to contend tint, becauie we b id conneifled ourfelvts 
bv 'lomi f^t of tiiatv wiih I'luffia; bev-rtUlc a dole aud 
it.tndiyF*atlMncc dul M.lualiy iul hft between us; and bec..ufc, 

with 
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with reference to that alliance, we were neceflaiily in fome 
degree ilrong in her ftreiigth, and Me in herfccurity; we 
fliould theietore be precluded from taking thofe Heps which 
might reAore tiaiujuillity, ind be foi th g neial inttieli of f 
Europe; which might pieleive the value of that difcnfi't" 
fyflem wchad foinied, bv prevent Mg an important inu^y to 
oui ally; and which might be aid'd ttly lucefTiry'toi out 
eventual piute 6 lioii. V/c Tnould have bten toiminh treaties 
upon curious principles incacd, if tht tdoil and opt^tioii of 
them were to pl«ce us in a much woriy- nvi "ion tnn we 
fhould hav* he«n, if no futh tn ^ties h'ul i \i*V»d ; jf'we Ind 
lenounc^d the me ns cf tu.,» hng^imd asuUiiX fioin 
outlelves, and ahind Mwd lil right ot ad >’ tmg (uch mealure', 
as would hive flowed fioin clear and ia*u>i.d pohev alone, 
without any cont ncntal cmiKifl'on wh W hit v 1. 

the principle of oui interhr nrt in the mieiual dilpulos ct 
Holland ^ Weie we under inv ftcdeial ncc"flity of becomi.^g 
p IIties to altcications lelpetting its munu 'pii * Tovcimiu nt ^ 
Under wint ticaty had vse giiirantnda Ijncihc modi of 
rivil cA iblilhnif nt in that country ^ Ujion vs|nr p »ipt of ho¬ 
nour did we tee! omfehese I’lcil upon to dir nle Ik tween two 
pirties in the State, upon lejiuAionof cwil i ght and au¬ 
thority ? 01 to what jmput..tii)ii r)f m iln f h \ fliould \\t havu 
been iul je< 5 b, if wc had lema d totaP) neut-i and inadivt ? 

In fiiSl, We w re under no fucli fccdiial nertflitv ; wc wii«j 
not giiiiantees to Inch effe ‘I; wc were not bound in honou’- 
to mteifcu ; we ssireluble to no fuch repioach: but we 
conlullcd out own iiiteiefi as a n ition ; we looked t(' tlie 1 d- 
vatnn ofom own poliliral impoit nice in the fc ile of I an ope, 
and iuccei fully uhlUd that abend incy which I i iiu'^ 
libouring tocAabliAi, aed :mA hase produced its ek'imorion. 
Mr. Pybus f i d, he h id not th" abluid \..i.ry t'» h.iv- 
inp rece’ived from his pght bonouiahle’ fi, nd an* c mniuni- 
cation upon this fubjeCt; for ut lu* e ould b“raxh, veithoi.t i 
criminal violation of his di'ty to lip Sosei gn, a id a mi'ii- 
ftfl tendency, eithti at the pirlnu crilts, e-r bv c'lmple, to 
hurt the inn If A of his eoiiiitiv. Put i.lr. Pyhus t*ioi»ghi 
tint thepoAuieof aAaiis in t' * ’^o'^h, '.d t' ^ ioimid.dih 

fuccefs of the Ruffian arms, alT »rd< d in ihemlt-lves quite in¬ 
formation enough to juAify tin heli'f, tl It this coiP'tiy wr 
adtuated by the fame fpinr, ui I’l ul inti ifi led upon the finn* 
giounds of policy, as wti» thebahs ot Iim coiuludl in Hoi 
liiul, without feeling he ill If and i any obligation to do 1 o, ” 

f*om an aiticle of any exiAing maty It w^s n .jve.upiK ' 
op'iiion of the moA eliAingiiifii o Si iif finm e n hoili fid^s o 
the Houfe, that Great Jh if i n wisdtf{ly in’rivAid n ,lv 
fitualion c.f political affaiis on the Coni merit, **-'•I fb . h" 
exertions were nc^ei better and more judiciojAv einplove I 

than 
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than in prefei ving the balance of power m Europe. An ho- 
nour.iblc gentbman had iaid, that tonhdenng thelmkifh 
dominions a& being of nil) we.ght in the icile, was an idea 
altogether new and uni>ri<,tdenrrd Without enquiiing ini- 
'tn. »f^ly into the corre^tntls ot luch an afT rtion, tln'ugli he 
Inlirv ^1 the honourable gciitlenian would find, upon en imi- 
intion into the politics it i lance, and the hilUiy tf tlie 
'I'l.ikifn **inpne, lint the i \i was not alttgc:! r ot fo mo- 
d .11 a'di^i a-. 1 ( Iiad irpit'iiitid it, Mr. 1 vln 4 1ggtd 
Ic i\e t ill I n ^'e ni; inch though*^ tins in »l:u ought 

l.*iilj to lie <r • • Setting alidc, th letne. .ill uUas 

wliattvti ot the in ii lit niportniceol the ! uik'fli (rostin- 
in^'iii till ijutli M n > Id h , not wht’hei the f''t‘omaii 

1 inpire had b<fi lU i ly con diud by t e cibiort' of Ln- 

ijpi as a piopi 1 ob|»el or * iloaly to tlie <'•! tr ; but 

whether a dtl.ilcatiun honi it in lasoui of iMini.i. wlir)b.id 
litni uiinnlally lo ttynnintd, night not tlnow int« her 
h inds luch .u'ditioni! ids in* iges, as would gn iti\ inc»f ile 
Iki coii{n[Ui lue as an'aiifimt- I'owti, ani’ nn’ Ik i <'mge- 
1 Oils to the llini’th and iiiHitiiS id ili ntig 'i mng ni- 

t. nis. Kuil 1, ti< in the n.ituii ot ts { d i id l.oiii 

itlui ciu unlit uiccs, Ind liitn ItyLd a litti i luliroii i.i- 
lional ( hj( ot allnnci to th s connti), ihiilh I’oit con'd 
I'l. Pi \s IS, h()v,«\ii, llrotigls coMSiic ti. 'hit it,wi,tiit- 
i ml litr to 11 ill/c htt t h* lous iclunus ot to. qn u i 1 do- 
ininiuii, iht ri ghr lurt dt t, a.id, as '■'ti ts t ri i” »i tit 
oil'mlV gMthd hv tilt l«w of powir th n i' * (>1 rn »./ ty 
or )i Aici, jiiolnhly would (at it lif it lx c. nu >iovvii 

tvcuii V, lo avia.it wt thought 1 *>) dons inunitil\ lunip 
haiin, thin Ilf i ti t ni'niip could pofiibly tlo i s go d. Mie 
w IS certainly fiiddid lo lit txtitmtlv ulifil to iis infiippjy- 
ing uswilh aitifl s tor on. nasv. lUit it inculd hsitmtm- 
bticd, that Ih' was not e\clnfi\ ly lo, ai.d that othii foiiiccs 
of ftipplv Wf ic open to us. T lit lols, tluit'ort, of fuch a 
.n r’r. t foi liti tioiLS, would p.els mt re its icly uponltx 
ti..d», than it would ipon our consemt nee. This countis, 
how £. SCI, fliould t..kc cait to pies tut lier h.iving tlie 'nfl an I 
p oft iuhft n^iiil It .i(< n tor w ithholding tlitm fioin us, hy their 
becoming mote iiicetiaiv tor htr own confumption. Rely- 
iiig as we diami he hoped always tliould do, upon oui na¬ 
val rtiength, as the lolitl hilisofoui power, wefliouldrc- 
gtid tveiy attem} t to iisal us inth.it, and to difpuie our 
.sA'Wiioiity atle.i, with rha inoft it nous jealouty. llutlu, in 
itsVieltni extent, could liirdly < vex he formidable to us in 
tli.i\rfclpe£t; but naval miportanct* was a tavouiiteoh^cft of 
tht anibiyton ; and he was fure Ihe Houfe niuft be 

aware or^tibjuc*Atime advantages the would derive from hrr^ 
acquifmon oi the Tuikifti doimnions lu Euiopc. Viewing 

the 
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the qaeilion tn this light, he confideied Great Britain as he* 
ing deeply mtereiled, for her own lake, and tor the lake of 
Europe in g«.neral, in clucking ihe ptogtelsk of the Kuil in 
aims. Hut, lays the honour able gentlemin it ot»r inieift- 
Tcnce were ever necclTniy, why was our late nav il a la¬ 
ment reduced, as the Miniftei was, long Ik fore its leih.viion, 
as completely acquainted with rhe only lidt ut conlequtiue, 
namely, the capture of C.)cz ik »w, as he is it tl e prllt nt mo¬ 
ment 5 f If Oc/akow wore a*cei taiiud to he tlu only iHhci ry 
in the way of an immediate .icconimfdti^on, the lubp t 
would be opento aigurnenr upon tlnj^i »u'd. Hut without 
mearang to undcivalue thole louirts of toifign inttll ^met, 
which any Member might be in p Ih I on of, ht \v ts pei- 
fuadtd that the points, upon which the lugocialion was pio- 
cetding, could be known to tholt on'y \\1 un hlis Mij».lt)’s 
MiniAcrs m ght have given 1 ; ecitic inloim it o 1 to upon the 
fubu-‘(St; and he was roo well ii'ishelot then hunoai at 1 
fenie of duty, to btlieve that they Ind doiu lo to any oiu oi 
thofe wiih whom th^y were intimitely conne hd. 1 o in¬ 
tend, therttore, thuOczakow, c an\ c iher li icul ct cuni- 
itancL, was the onlv impedini-nt to in imnu dixtej eict, w is 
to beg tilt queliion comphtely. ^ tt, it I )c< d w 1 ad b« en 
tl c only I Ixce ot conltqui net, t^e riptnre «>f which h id hu n 
cinfiiiMcd by tins country as |o impoiiant in icquintii n ro 
Rulha, It V mid not by anv int ins follow, th it we ou lit to 
hive irm d, or lo hi e inti fc cd at all, the m in n*' wc hi- 
cami awqu lint d wi h tint cven*^. 1 ht futuie of wu, 
while any thing like cquility of toicc fuhhlU I twien hi lii- 
gtrent Poweis, is contiinnllv changm; the pofufhon of for- 
tiefl s; .'lul w e toi 11 h ive hid no realon foi hr n,; ctiivintid, 
attliatpcroi that whatever .dv mt iges Ruffi i h id mimd 
hvontlupe, fhe nii^ht nitldeh^ niotlitr. Ihealpidof 
alF.ns ha I finei evjierK nctd a (onf det tbl« iltention I he 
li ccels of *^he Rufliiii iims li.d m t b en eoiilintd t) t u l*ir- 
ii n diftri ♦ between the Hog and tin. \f At r the dntint 
IjMlsof the Dun be hid b ci theft u if then vi fiiits; 
Ifmirlhid fallen hefiie them, and ihr Ctituieof thit plue 
“ had bten attended with luch a 6 f< of t irna^t iiivl b 11 hulls, 
as could not be thought of without honoi, and wne a dif- 
giace to humanity. Could w’e wonder, then, that n nv Mrois 
hid been added to the RiBiin n im Could wt doubt that 
this feiics of conquefl had woikerud, and muft operate to 
difmi\, the enemy ^ ConPiantmople itlelf was endingered •' 
and if this country hid not inteiftied to prevent the ut i 
and impending annihilation of the I urkilli powci in Lur,pe, 
the tune might not I e very rr mote, when the fleets rij Ruf- 
fia would tiiumph in the Mediterranean, *». t to the 
whole world, of het arSivity, adroitnei^, and power, and of 

our 
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our fupinenefs) impotence, and difgrace. He admitted tfiat 
war was to be deplored under any circumftances, and parti* 
Vjjlarly fo in the prefent ftate of this country. However 
anxiuufly we might regard the operations of the two armies, 
however aulently we might wifli that thofe projeds of am* 
hition might he defeated, yet, as long as the 'I'urks appeared 
able to light their own battles, it would have been highly 
criminal to have involved us in frefh expence. A flri^t at* 
tcntion, Iiowever, to prefent economy, if carried all lengths, 
might lead to unavoidabh expehee heieafter, in a mod enor¬ 
mous dcgrL'e, He was confident that no Minifter had ever 
been mote anxious to revive the drooping credit of the na¬ 
tion, than his right hoiiourahle friend had clearly fhewrt 
liimfelf to he. 1 he iedu6kion of that oppreffive load of 
debt under wliich we had long gioaned, was an ohjedl nearefl 
Ins liPm-t. Was it, then, reafonable to believe, that he 
would wantonly facrifice his own happinefs .ind fame; that, 
vnlels he ftrongly felt hiinlelf impelled by confiderationS ot 
the mod uigent duty, he would retard the piogrefs of that 
arr.angrinent, upon which he had always depended for his 
bed and mod valuable charadler aS a Mimder? The fuppo- 
fition would be grodly .ibfurd; it could proceed only from 
the prepodeious doflrtne, that human nature was not true 
to its own piopenfities, and delighted in being faitlilefs to 
itfelf. 

An honourable gentleman had faid, that the me.irures 
lately taken by the King’s Miniders, were extremely unpo¬ 
pular. If he meant to ufe the term in its larged fenfe, it 
was an epithet at which no honed Miii'der would be terri¬ 
fied ; but if he meant to confine it to thofe, whole infor¬ 
mation arid habits enabled them to form the moll correifl 
opinions upon fuhjeiSls of a political nature, it was one that, 
Mr. Pybus was coi\vinced, had neither been merited, nor 
would be found to have been generally applied. He admitted 
that the prefent armament was not likely to meet with that 
univerfal approbation which attended the lad, after a mani- 
fed and palpable infult had been offered to the national ho¬ 
nour. I'he mod illiterate mind could underiland when this 
country had been infulted, and the fpirit of an Englilhnian 
would be always eager to infift upon reparation. But in the 
piefent cafe, fomething more than mere uninformed intel- 
K d was neceflary; and it would he fetting a low value, in- 
upon experience, talents, and knowledge, the fruit of 
a wHple life’s application and labour, if no meafure of State, 
how^i^ expedient, no negociation, however complicate, 
and no w«Cb»J:irdrever politically juft, were entitled to ap- 
plaufe, unlefs they fell within the comprehenfion of the 
ineancft and moft unenlightened individual. Upon this laft 
VoL. XXIX. R deferip- 
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Mbriptlon of prrfons, he was afraid that the inconven ences 
flf war were ufually the moll prcffing; and it was not won¬ 
derful, that among thofe many ilioulii be found unwii ing tr 
engage in it, for the purpofe of preventing 1 r il imitv, which 
might be dillant, and m ght pils ov r thru hrad.v to a£Fcct 
pollenty. But the Miniiler who lliould he cipddrof tuch 
realoinng, would bt very unfit to letain his lituation; and i£ 
his praiSlic accorded to fuch mixiins of indolence ind (elf- 
conlideraC on, he Aiould be fliipjied of Ins authority with 
difgrace, ind lereise thepuniOim t due *0 hisofftncr But 
he was happy to fi id thit ih pr l-nt ferv ints ot the Ciown 
had been a^uitfd bv no f jch iinwort.h> in itivrs, the hid 
not Icrupled to diftnih the calm, wh ch they pwilups might 
long have contim ul enjoy , ann tlitv n d done io to ivtrt 
theitorm, wl ich was githtnng m ne ‘\oith u I'lke'v as it 
was to burfi ovci this countiv, t II don^ aittr th*'v ll u’d 
have ccaled to hise tlic c re of its inituris llty liad, 
therefoie, defiied His \J ijeJly to "tg>c te i ,ie ».e hd mci 
K uffij and the Porte, and to 1 r*- i*« his m\il tit iMiflniient, 
in order to add weight to his ni'^d i^ion. 1 he 1 rgociation 
was then depending; and heing io, though no mjn could 
be more interelle I than hiin^e-’f, in m t ntai nng the pow 1 md 
dignity of the Houfe of C inmons, he dcp> t ifed its 1 Uf r- 
ference; not ap«n the ground of perl nilcjni knee in his 
right honourablt friend, but upon that whuh h ul been inaikcd 
out by tlie conAitntion itMf. That Houle, as th* fount nn 
of fupply to th** Crown, bad a power, th' evtent of v\hi h 
could hardly be hunted; and God foih d tint ir ihoul 1 have 
lefs. It w IS contemplated by the whole w ild w rn ai ad¬ 
miration little inferior to our own And why ' Wis it on 
account ot its adventitious power ? Thu wis 1 poor an I pi¬ 
tiful theme of ipplaufe. It was hiciuK it Ind ufed that 
power with wildom, temper, and model at k n. It had fol¬ 
lowed thole iacred liws which reafoii and the fpint of the 
conAitutioii had fiamed; nor hadevei fepinted rcfpoiiribility 
from Its pioper attendant, the exercife of dilcretio's. 

Ld. Noith Lord North obferved, that if he could have agreed with 
the noble Lord (Belgravel iii rqiofing unlimuci confidfnee 
in Minillers, helhould have done it; hut 110 coifidence in 
any Minifler would jullify that Houfe m cntiilmg chflruc- 
tion on their fellow fubjefls. The noble Loid hid oblerved, 
that his knowledge on this fubjeifl was very piitial. Hn 
was m the fame lituation, but he perfedlly comprehends i 
the refolutions of Ins honourable friend, and tlieiefore>he 
hel I hwBlelf bound to vote for thole refolutions. He ihed 
to know who OMto pay the price of all this*^ — - c» He 
concluded, that iff the treaty with the King of PrulCa, 
Great Britain was not bound to give ailUlance to her ally, 

unlefs 
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vnlefs that ally was attacked. The honcmrahle g Bti ti e aiaft 
who fpoke laft (Mr Pybtis) thought that we were not bomd 
by any treaty, though the whole of the aigument had gone 
on the ground that we were hound by the faith of tieatiet. 

I *l'he treaty was a treaty of defence, and had a fpecific and 
deifrmin ite meaning; it obliged Great Biitain to go to war 
only after our ally had been a£kually attacked. It might 
fairly b- contraded with that extraordinary treaty lately en¬ 
tered into in India, by which we were bound to make war 
on afpecific Prince, till the Ni'/am and Mahrattas were to 
hr latiated with plunder. That treaty went no farther, and 
Peaven knew' that this was far enough ^ By the prefent fyftem, 
we. were to take up arms whenever an opportunity Aiould of¬ 
fer for the oppielTion of the left of Europe. He would ad- 
nut, for a nionient, that litch a fyilein was founded in juflice 
and p'licy. and that the pr-fent war was not inconflftent 
with huni.initv: hut flill he was at a lots to know how it 
could I' p o\-d that Oczakow, in the hands of the Czarina, 
could liup th iii'eieits either of Pruifia or of this country. 
T he f 'ouit of Bt rlin had never been very lupine or inatten- 
t’ve to her ow • inrertfts, and yet the Lite King of Pruffia 
had guaranteed pkices of infinitely more importance to the 
FmpteLs tl in Gc 7 akow, which had been m her hands for 
thiee vrais t>t*t m iking anv complaint. Nhe liad greatly 
extended iiei conqueAt hut the Houfehad been afTured, and 
as it had not been cwiitr.ivh^id, they muff fuppofe it.was 
true, that flie was leuly to give up every place, eifcept Oc- 
7 ikmv and the coiinti v aiound ir. Suppofe that Conflan* 
tinnple had cncv more fli!Jen back into the hand- of a Chiif- 
tlan pow'er, and fome of the firu ft provinces of the world 
weie .1 litth* nioie civilized, w.is the King of Piuftia moll 
Jikcly tl iufler * But, after all, w'as the power and aggran¬ 
dizement of their ally t‘tir only obje£l, and w’ere they to 
pay no attention to their own domeftic fituation ? T his coun- 
tiy was flourilhing, owing, in feme degree, to certain regu¬ 
lations wh’ch I'a^been madi, and to the increafe of commerce, 
and the invaluable conitquence of fecurity; at the fame time, 
according to fome opinions, and thefe not inconiiderable, 
our expendituie had always exceeded our income, and m no 
Hate had our levenue been fucb, but that in flood in need of ^ 
the moll I gid economy. It was not our army, and the 
nuinher of Pups which we poflefled, that could enfure our 
fa 1 e*^V. An armament mull always bring on this countrv a 
vei y heavv expence. M haL was it that called* them to this 
war? H« M md was hound to them by her intereft and iiicli- 
l^atinn : ‘spam, it was evident, did not confider the concef- 
ft’e made us to be of ihe fame confequence that we 
•Bo-^ and whoever attmded to the ilate of France, would not 

R a expedk 
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fSfW&mpch ItMrm from^her, atleaft while ihe remained in her 

I irelent Htnation. However they might difagree about the ca> 
amitiesihe muft undetgo in paffing from defpotifm to liberty, 
they muft a]] fubfcnbe to the truth of the poiition, that iio 
Government could be edlabliftied in that countjy, which 
would not prove mpre favourable to the tranquillity of £u> 
rope than their old Ooveinment. lhi% therctore, was a 
favourable moment for leducmg our ell ibliO.ment, and toi 
turning our attention to ihe cultivation of pence. But tl ere, 
wa!> an enm<ty between Kiiffia and the Porte, and we were to 
be uni|lone if Oevakow were added to the empiie of Rudia, 
the limits of which extended from Poland to Kainklutka. 
This, It was iuppoied, might be fatnl to the commeice of 
Great Britain, pi in lome d grte dtHiuiftisc to the liberties 
of the Poi’e. Hert, then, was the iin)cnding cihmity 
which thieitcncd u*?, and which w-s about to add to the 
burdens of a perph nlrrad) too much i ixtd. Ptiiig ’hciough- 
Jy ernvmeed tint the war was uiquil and imnectiiiiv, mJ 
that It was i o was un^tnal to the ii»tcr<d of fire t Pritiin, 
that Cc/akow w \s in the poATufTon of Ruiln, he Pioi Id gi\,< 
Ins waimeft afllnt to eveiy meafure which could pm an unJ 
toawai, from wb.ih le firmly Wiese I in his cc nkiciice no 
earthly geed couK' p iltihly arile, ind w]iii.h n uR incsital ly 
pioduct ihe worft confeq-ence'’ Towards the oonclufioa 
of his Ipiccli, [ (id Noiih leniaiki d tint c\tn if the intc- 
refls of our ally wcie ccnteined, wo fhould pav fomc litik 
regaul td our own, juiticuhily a , aftti io many vens of 
peace, it w xs ftill i cjttllion, which wa'' the greatoii, out 
expendituir o oui income' He added, that wi Icimtd too 
much irclmed to tnfit and procrnriinate, and to defer the day 
of leckoping— 

Tmdijliuntf tempos Oy qu/t fpem 

Cotjilium^uc ' 7 u 0 tantur agirdi grajiter idy quod 
JEqve paupei tCuspt de/i, lotuplilibui a.que\ 

JLqueneghHum pun is knibus qte noabit. 

Lord Lord aur rofe to explain, and denied the charge of 
Bc'giave. his fupportmgunivrilall; t' c idea of preferring parti il to ge- 
neial infutniation ; or unlimn..d confidence to ntceifirv con- 
, £dence, fuch ns it behoved ifint H ufe to give, and fuch as 
It was requifiie the executive (ipsetninent flmuld receive. 

Mr. Mr. PcMiyi expreffed his anxious wiflus that neither the 
Powys /eal of the noble Lord, nor the eloquence of the hononiable 
gentleman who had feconded t)is motion for the pievious 
queflion, would be able to fupprefs the firther dilcuffion of / 
the original q left ion, whatfoever opinion the H mfe might ^ 
entertain of the ftiing of refolutions which hid been oj»en&*‘ 
by hiS honourable fiiend. They were bound by every 
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which tliey owed to their conftituents toeonfider this queftlon* 

As to the grounds and piniciples on which the Houfe nad 
aded, they were bound to explain them to he people whofe 
reprefentatives they weie, and from whom the> liad received 
a moil imp9rtant truil. Mr. Powys wiilied> that on tie 
day when His Majelly’s melfage was taken into confider tion, 
a vote of thanks had onl^ been agreed ti, ind the confidcrat on 
of the juilice and policy of tht inralu e poltponcd to fome 
other day. On a former day, ioine gciultmrn h.d contend¬ 
ed fur a certain degtee of cci hdi nee being gutn to th 
to whom the executive OoverniiKnt was committed, but 
an implicit conhdence was now mentioned *f this were to 
take place, it would piove infinitely more deAruiflive than 
the war which threatciud the countiy, inafmijdi as it would 
giveailabn ilit ctn' iiution ithlf! His Ma|tliv\ M ni- 
fieis then.itlves did not cUnn fuj port on thugi ui d C'tl r 
gentliincn had laid tliat tins was men Is a in(.il\uv. of tx(»- 
diency, u. d rb it tht n'ltioinl charaw^tr and 1 < nour wti not 
pledg d. On hciouiable gentleman had ohlerstd, tint if 
the meilure ssa- not lull "iid [>olitic, iht Houle ought not to 
adopt it. Mr. IVw vs full lonl dueJ the ullice ct the cale, 
and itmuled, th i ihe mtdiaxion of (jitat Fiitainwas nei¬ 
ther calltd f( 1 on one fide nor the othei, hut that it h d been 
obtruded upon the partus, 'i lus loitofmedi ition was theie- 
foie inec ihitent witli thofe moial dutus which ought to go¬ 
vern the tianl.i'liwink of one couptiy to .-•nother. 'I hole 
principles h ul Inn ixelmgtd lo' iht moit enlightened ptm- 
ciple ol flit .ntereil. How diJCneat Hut an knots hut that 
ihe ssas making heileir the insoluntais ally ofRnllia ' Was 
theie any immediate danger liom the pn lent ftiteof France ^ 

'J hey had been told tint th s fhould nlk nothing hv the wai. 

The right honourihlc gniiitnnn had contended, that the 
lead diminution of the tenitoiy ofTuikey was a cauie for 
CiieatBntaingoingtow.tr. Cmnting that we wt e to at¬ 
tain our end, could 1/fecuie pt ic» to tho Wv’-ld, or bring 
.about the t lloi nion of perm ment tianijw illi^y 5 V\ ould not 
Ruffiaft*lli rlelf dili^oled, uncsei^ fivourahleopportunity, 
to jetahatn upon tmat Biitain? He defiled tint the other 
fide of the Houle mi >ht meet them cn fui giound; he would 
allow then to dtiiy the hut let them not Pinnk from 
d fcuhion. 1 he tim.' miifr tsen come, when the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman would vote a fiipplv to carry on this ar¬ 
mament, and 11 was incum'x?nt on the Houfe to know what 
were the objc^ls for which thf* lupplic" ought to be s'oted. 

Belgravc agiin role to txphin. He laid, that by Lord 
impiq|t, he did not mean a blind conddeiicc; he meant only Bwlgrave, 
that N^^fters ought to have a full, not a half fupport. 

Mr. 
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Mr.Ryder Mr. Ryder obfer.ved that, for liis own part, he aj^laoded 
the lllence of Minifters, notwithftanding that the honour^ 
able gentlt^man on the floor, and the lefl of the gentlemen 
who ipxive on the motion, had blamed that fide uf the Houfe, 
becauli they ihrunk from the diicufliun. It ^as eafy for 
gentlemen on the other iUleto ufe luid words, apply their 
ovi n opinion to them, and tlien draw inferences from that 
opinion ; but all this was to be confideied as 

, FbXf et prahrea nhil^ 

He, for one, howev'’r, could not avoid thinking that His 
Majcfly’s Miiiilleic had ai^ed wifely in not (ufllnng tiiem- 
fel\i-s to bt* pri>voke(l to replv i they could nut ba\e done 
f> '\iihoiu tiolat ng that duty which tht\ owed t‘ tii coun*' 
trY» and be rayiiig her deaieil inteteils. 1 oi a blind con- 
iiJrrcf he nt vet i1;< ul>< contend ; bu he mull fay, that a con> 
fi ence ought to bt to I is Maitfty’s Aliniiiers to a 

certain extent, i.ot arifing out ot'^ the obvious arguments 
iirg‘d by \'‘inlfler% becaule ir was evide u t >at they could 
urge nn a'gtnnent. wnh«M t b/fia) i* g then unit to the Pub¬ 
lic Wli.ii c iihl ..n aigoment fioin 'h..t fide of the ' ‘onfe 
on fiicb aU''je^l c n* \\ of, hit a llaiement uf the circum- 
ft iices.’.nd prOjj,ref ot the ntgociaiion, which would render 
it impo'l hi" lor ei h'l party to reie e t r letradlt, if they 
willuf' to do fo, and c'nU'<ii ciuly throw obftacles in the 
way of adjuUme It; aix! 'icuid any nian then fay, that fuch 
a cominunicarion o*>g n i S .na V 5 An honourable g ntle- 
nian Irad declared, that Hi> ^:ah fly’s Mimfters, on the 
piefent Oi-cafinn, a£leil in a maniiei which would not have 
bf-en vtniiTid upon «by the Minilleis uf bran e, whom 
thp hoiKK 1 il.le genib m in deferib d as having been more for- 
ni dude a yur lutnie the revolution, than in the glorious 
r 11 of Luui«Xi\’. riiis, Ml. Ryder obferved, he could 
m > ci^ as Miuifle'S bal dont no more than their dnry 
Conipelleii. It bad li^en aKo aigued, that callii.g lorcoi.fi- 
deu<t wiJiour i},ttni^ ioine ndoitnaticn to the was 

V erreiSl •• v< Ity. Ht was (urpiifed at both tbefe ohferva- 
t •, as th< uu ic conduiSl prtciMy had been put fued over 
a k 1 in'ei avam n , n own countiy. In proof of this, gen¬ 
tlemen v\ on U’ j’lt afe to lecollefl the infiance in 17 ih, w’heii 
arm.iments we e h nr into the Paine, -iid yet Miiiifiei'S had 
laid no n.uie to Parliament t' eii than had been faid now. In 
l»ke mannet »i « they n inemhei, that in tlie vear 17^6, when 
jRufTia n^^d r ired the ovti throw of the King of Sweden, Vfi- 
nifiers prti, jved a like fil nee. The fame thing had/;hap- 
pcn‘ 17.) 5 ' when Poland vv s the ful'iriSl. Tlv lame 
coniiuwiiu had then Leen alked uitJ granted* Af^ ‘eafon- 

ing 
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ing upon thefe precedents, Mr. Ryder faid, tltat a« far as 
confidence went refpeding the pident cb]ed^, thit Hoife 
had already voted their confidenre when they gave tht \ote 
of fupply* and addrelled His Majefty, aiTuting tm of their 
fupport. 

Mr ’Jtihn *I}>omas S anUy faid, bf h d e mfily w iflied f tV iv'r. J T. 
an opportunity of fpeakhig, tv a t' giitkmenop)u Mauley, 

lire to him, who had 1| okiti firh ant' ii< ond in ih Cfl it , 
had fat down A kiiui ot chal'i ige i a< 'lem tin iwn < 11 to 
this iide if the Hoi le by them, to pic • ^ n mts in «ip- 
poiltion to their^: thiN ht' t1 01 ght cc i In be < one, but hrft 
he would lay, that In oppoled the im tion 01 ig.i ally made, 
aid would vote lor tlit previots qneAion; notbtc ik he 
deiiiea the trutl cl anv of tht pio|<fitKns b me of wJnHi, 
fn theccniiaiv, w if metnm ter ible, hui litcailr ibswas 
rot ti ‘ Mmu ioi tl iin 10 bt b <^ight b rwartl; and hr would 
as leadily vole 'gml 1 rt 'itun bcupbi f ivarr' at a 
wrv.ig italon, as .igainli oiit that h( dtiippi i\td ot in il- 
felf 

He would m w f.t\ ">« p'o** n ntc whu hull ten advanced 
that his VO ( in faviii it the iddiefb, a prert ling fvening, 
and the lup) < ti hr iinrded tr give to tl.e n c ituies cl ihe 
i^dminiliratioii on ilii«oct bon, werentuber rtihti ^foiind- 
ecl • gr undv ot impl tit c > hdence. He dil 1 ii-" 1 the 
V rd, nd lu rnu'h 11 he dill ke the idt 1 uf giving i plicit 
cr nfid I ce to iny in n in a Ih iik ol Commons, that had no 
atgu III I t^ lug eft d tiemklves to 1 is mind, jn uidition 
to the CO ifidei ci which li( own-d 1 igl t affiit in d teinu iiHg 
his vote, he would have wived it all, and hav* given a de¬ 
cided vote gainft uiealures that tended to involve the coun¬ 
try in a war. 

He had not the privilege with many others of cnlling the 
right hoiiounhl'' gentleman on the bench below him, a right 
honourable friend; he wa& not in fuch habits of 11 timacy 
With any gentleman filling the high ftations of office, as to 
be by them biafted 111 hiv opinion, 01 governed by piitiality. 

1 he confidence he gave, was not the confidence to which 
piivate friendftiip hid a claim; it was founded on what he 
knew of the Minifter, from the public mealures of the Mi- 
nifter; and as thefe were approved of, lurely tvery indivi¬ 
dual I ad a right, without betraying the tiuft repofed m hna 
by the coun'ry, of giving a degree of confidence and credit 
tu\^e Minifter who alked for It, and who declared, in thrt 
m fl ^anly manner, beheld hiiufclf ref^ioiifible for the ultt 
he m make of it. 

He owfWi*. .•f'fiad required all the ftrength of his mind to* 
refift the fpecious eloquence and plaufible arguments, which 

had 
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which had fallen with fueh force of language from a right 
h ^nourable gentleman) doring the laA debate on this fubjea j 
he had been (hikeii by it) but fortunately not overcome; 
f ’ moie he had thought on the iubjea, the more con¬ 
vinced re was, tint every argument was not on the other 
fide; *'hat many (1 orlg Ones might be adduced on this lide, 
not r nly in iupport of an arm iment being neceiTary to enforce 
the piV<eiit pending negociation, but even in ia|fport of st 
w ir, fliould j wai bi found ultimately neceiTary; and he 
winied tne Houle gaiiift that eloquence he felt (o llrongly 
th pfledf cf, and which the Miniiler could not now coun- 
teiaff, fr »m the neceflity he was undei o’ prelerving Hlencey 
anti which he told the Houle he could not depart from, 
with nil departing fit m what he deemed his duty- Did His 
Ml) ll)’s inihtis ilk for a power to declaie war > No. 
i\n atimment fi'^ted out to give weight to a negocntion, 
had artfullv been tepidented as a direct attark on Rudla, 
and eqi 1 valent to a decl iia inn of war. Mr Stan It y could 
not cohlider the one a the fime with the other, and by no 
means thought the oblig ition the Mtnifter was imdet of giv¬ 
ing infoimition to the Houfe, the i ime m one inllancc as in 
the other. It was veiy probable there night yet be no war • 
negociaii on might ri>cce<° 1) and the elFe£t of the armament 
we had lutbotiied theMiniUcr to make, might yet be found 
IP I flu It time moH adsantageous, and the very caufe of that 
tHabliflitd, peimanent peace, fo much expatiated on by gen- 
tltmtn oppofite, and certainly fo defirable m every rtfpedi 
for this country. 

But Ihould 1 wai tnfue m corlequence of thefe armaments; 
fliould tlie obllinacy of the Umprefs force the Minifler to an 
opinipn that a w ir was necelTiry, are we fo much to dread it > 
A*-e there no r^^fons whv Ruilia fl'ould not lemnn unmo- 
leiled) and miftrds of her own will, in what concerns ma- 
tei lally the mtf refts of the great republic of Europe ? Arc 
tlieie no reafons why we fhould not force him to liften to 
us, and to infill on his paying Icme attention to our nego¬ 
cntion s ? Yes thfre are, and powciful reasons; powerful 
enough to make us luipend all cenlure of a Minifler, who 
mav, by his meafures, invoUe us in a war, and yet cannot 
tell all the reafons for his condi £1, however ferious the coii- 
fequences may be of every flep he takes. He has told us 
it IS neceiTary to fhew a r^folution cf preferving the peace of 
Lurupe; that without a vigorous flep taken to enforce nepk* 
ciation, It will be rcjefled. He aiks fsr theexercife, in/>us 
delicate poflure of afiairs, of a d’fcreiionary power wh^dii the 
conflitution allows to the executne Governnl^»';.«iu»d thofe 
who think fome difcretionary j^ower fhould be given to the 

executive 
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executive Government^ under fuch circumftances, are not 
a^ing unconilitutionaliy or wrong, in my opinion, in fo do¬ 
ing. Let gentlemen but coniider the chara^er of the Sove¬ 
reign, who refufes to accept our unenforced proffers of me¬ 
diation, from the day file was (bated on the throne of the 
Rufllas; did (he not difcover an infatiable tliirff of power, 
and an unlimited defire of extending her territories, immenfe 
as they were, to flill more diilant boundaries ? Was it not 
evident her ambition aimed at no lefs than the title of*lilm- 
prefs of the Eaff, and that (he wifhed to be faluted as fuch 
on the ancient throne of the Eaffern Emperors, while her 
ambition, unfatisfied with this obje 61 , Aill would lead het 
to l>e the diredlrefs of every cabinet and every council in 
the weftern divilion of the ancient world ? To (hew why 
we (hould entertain fuch an opinion of her ambitious views, 
let us only trace back, her conduiA from the preieiit period to 
the commencement or her reign; let us recolleifl lier at¬ 
tempts to unite the powers of the Baltic in a league againA 
us; ht us recoilcdl her more late attempts to govern the 
two Courts of Sweden and of Denmark; let us recolleiSt 
her intrigues in the kingdom of Poland; her fuccels in placing 
a Monarch on the throne of that kingdom, and her invafions 
ot the late King of PrufTia’s dominions. We (hall have next 
to obferve her conduft in obtaining poAelllon of the Ciimea, 
and previous to that, her ftrong difire (hewn of acquiring a 
Aiare in the trade of the Mediterranean. The Crimea, wreft- 
ed from the hands of the Turks, let us fee what washer fub- 
iVquent condudl with regard to it. The Kham, who by 
tieaty was to have been leA an independent Sovereign of the 
countiy, is invited to Ruflla, accepts effates in the kingdom, 
and commiflions in the array, of the Emprefs. The Crimea, 
in the mean time, is invaded by her troops, on the pretence 
of quelling rebellions ; her authority is eftablilhed ; (he gar- 
nfons every town,* and, at an immenfe expence, travels 
from Peterfburgh to the borders of the Black Sea; builds a 
town, and changes the name of the country, file has (b 
completely annexed to het dominions, to the pompous name 
of Taurida. ^ 

In the new capital of this her new kingdom,'the future 
center of fo much power and grandeur, fhe receives as viAtors 
the Sovereign of Auffiia and of Poland; and there this new 
triumvirate lay the plans of conquefts and aggrandifement, 
which we are to fee accomplifhed, not only without interfe- 
tti,ce, but with complacency. Thefe fteps alone were fufii- 
cieii ^to juftify any alarm the Turks might have conceived ; 
but ho«/ much more caufe of alarm bad they, when an un- 
heard-o^^,*'ah undreamt-of claim, is made on them of the pro¬ 
vince of Bafarabia, and the towns of Oczakow and Aker- 
VoL. XXIX. S man. 
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man, on no other pretence, than that formeily this pro¬ 
vince had been governed by the Khnms of her new Taurida. 
This infulting, arrogant, claim was followed by a refafal to 
give up a fugitive horpodar, accufed by the Turks of treafoii 
againii the State. If, in confequence of fucli violations of 
all faith; if, in confequence of condufi fo alarming, fo in¬ 
fulting, fo hoflile every waytoTurkiy, the Turks refolve 
to k(*ep peace no longer, can we blame them, can we fay they 
are the aggrcllbrs ? No, certainly not; the Emprefs alone 
can "he confidcred as fuch ; and the Porte, in declaring war, 
afted only from motives of fcif defence, and Ruflia was vir¬ 
tually the aggrtlTor. 

In piofecuring the war, her arms have been fuccefsful; 
the force of almoft the whole Iluilian empiie, and of the 
Emperor, is brought againft the Turks. Oczakow is taken ; 
ilender is taken; Iflimnil is taken; the Emperor is as fiic- 
cefsful on his fide; and Conftantinrple, aiinoll alone of his 
former dominions in Europe, remains in the hands of the 
Grand Seignior. 

Has Europe to apprehend no danger from fuch aggreffions ? 
T rather think it has ; and if the fyilem of prelerving a balance 
of power on the Continent, is confiflent with our true inte- 
refls, now is the proper time for interference. I might fay, 
that it were fafeli and wifeft for this country, in its piefent 
exhau'Aed flute of finance, to abandon foieign alliances, and 
foicign inti Ifeience altogether; but this would be merely a 
matter of opinion ; and at prefent, gentlemen on both fides 
ftvm agiecd that the fyAcm is nectffaiy; they only differ 
about the means; and 1 too muft agree, that at prefent the 
fyftem cannot be droptatonce: by degrees only can thole 
fyflems be rclinquifhed, which have been followed for years 
and reigns, and on th'' propriety or impropiiety of which, 
men’s opinions are tniirh divid d. 

The Einpicfs It lufes to lilkn to all negociation®, uiilefs 
permitted to prelei ve Oc/,ako\v; and now the queftion reAs 
on the impoitance of this place. We have been told by gen¬ 
tlemen on the oppofite Ade, that Oczakow is a place of little 
confi^uence; in the ndf^A of a delert country ; and imped¬ 
ing in no way the nivigifon of any fhip from Cherfon, a 
place not calculated in the lea^ to be a check to the attempts 
of any nation pofTefTing the Ciimea and the Cuban, to com¬ 
mand the commerce and navigation of the lUack Sea. 

To this defeription of Oczakow, I would anfwer, that its 
impoitance is fuch, that the fate of ConAantinople i^fi‘lf 
abiulutclv depends on it; that the fafety of the foutherii»pro- 
vinces of Poland defiends on it; that the projefls of c Em- 
prefs, with regard to the future profperity'ftoAAftt ic^^icnce 
of her new empire of I'aurida, depend on it. Oczakow is 

the 
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the only fortrefs of confequence, and likely to flop an army 
between the frontiers of tlie Emprefs and Conilantinople: 
thiarlhe infills on keeping. She generoully oifers to give up 
provinces unprot(£led and drfencelefs, and which Ihc may 
take, whenever the nations of Europe are fo embroiled, as 
not to have it in their power to prevent her. Iflimail is dif- 
mantled, and could not, in ten years time, be made a place 
of fufficient defence. The pafTages of Mount Hemus, it is 
true, may be eafily guarded ; and the annits of the Empfefs 
would find it no ealy matter to proceed by laiu! to Confian* 
tinople: but where no foi trofs overlooks her new acquifitions 
on the borders of the Bl.ick Sea, where the 'I'u ks are bereft 
of every port to which they may jetite, and from whence 
her motions m.iy be watclud, Ihe m.iy convey her foices 
by fca to any llaticn as near Conflantinople as fire pleafc'; 
forts are fuipiifcd, batre^cs are fibnccil, and the Ruffian 
fiandaid may be flying on the towers of the (irand Seignioi’g 
palace, before an i urepean Court can have been informed 
that the Rmprefs m''ditated an attack. 

But flic in.iy dild.iin to take the c.apit.il of the Ottoman 
empire for a w’hile; rflie may confider it as too eafy a prey ; 
and in the mean time, while vveaic locking with indilTerence 
on that p.trt of the wnild, accoidmg to fv)nu‘fo unconnected 
with our inteiefis, the prol'penty of her new country is riiing 
fall towards its meridian. 

Pofll'flbr of provincfs the richeft in the woilJ, fuch as 
Afirachan, (jeoigi.a, ih Ciime.i, and p.irts of the Cuban, 
in which arc to be piocuicd e\ery article requi^'te for the 
conliruftion and fitting out of fleets; pofleiTor of the navi¬ 
gation of rivers, down which, floies and piodut'lions of every 
kind may be biought, either from the inteiioi ptusinces of 
her ow'ii dominions, or the proMiices of Poland and of Mol¬ 
davia and Wallachia, file will be acquiring, every year, a 
llrength which, in a fe\y years, will he incu afc<I to a degree 
that will give thofe countii s alone, independent of her 
northern provinces, a power tliat will alarm Europe; be ca¬ 
pable, when it pleafes, of overrunning every piovince of 
the Turks; will make even Poland fe.nrfuI for the fate of 
her fouthern provinces, and piove mofl fatal to the fafety 
and confequence of fo ne.'sr a neighbour to them as Pruffia. 
An extenfive commerce w ill he its own. Whenever Turkey 
is overpoweied, and the time mull come, if we watch not 
this growing com try, when I'uikey will he overpowered, at 
once ti^i'riches of ail thefe provinces furrounuing the Black 
Se.n, will >e pouted into the Mediterranean; navies fufficiently 
poweiful tf» nrotedl this commetce, and even to aim at con- 
quefts, will h-etk into the Mediterranean at the fame time, 
lAie we to confider, with no jcaloufy or fears for our com- 

S ? mercial 
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xnercial interefts, fucb probable confequeiicea refulting from 
the increafing power of the Emprefs, and the total itate of 
inability to counierai^ all thefedefigns, in which the Turks 
will find themfelves, if we confent to what Rnflia requires ? 
and have the Tut ks no ilrong fortrefs near Cherfon and the 
Crimea, on the Ruilian fide of Conllantinople ? 

But if Prufiid IS fearful, are we not to pay fome regard to 
her mterefts, when we find them combined with our own, 
though no treaty obliges us to ftep forward in her defence. 

It has been faid, that the treaty we have with Prulfia has 
'been hut of little advantage to us ; but is it fair to fay fo ? 
Was it not to Pruflla we were indebted for tlie le-eftablilh- 
ment of our alliance with Holland ? Is it not to Pruifia that 
we owe at this moment theexifience of Sweden, as an inde¬ 
pendent kingdom ? Did not Pruffia prevent her total over¬ 
throw, by threatening to invade the rich piovmce of Hol- 
llein, unlefs the Danes withdiew ,*ne fuices they liad already 
fent into Sweden 5 And may we not believe, that our al¬ 
liance with l^ruffia, and, by PrulTia’s means, with Holland, 
contributed fome little towards bringing the Sp niards, in 
our late negotiations with them, to the^terras winch we in- 
fifttd they were to comply with ? 

Pruilia has been of (ervice to us; and it would be ungrate¬ 
ful in us not to allow this: but if gratitude between nations 
is never to be admitted as an argument, let us confider how 
our commercial inteiefts are likely to be afledled by a war, 
Ihould a war enfue. 

Our trade to Turkey has been much undervalued. I pre¬ 
tend not to fay, with any degree of exadlitude, what our 
exports to the Levant have amounted to, during thefe lall 
two years ; but from good authority I have heard, that in 
the lall year they have not been much fliorl of 8oo,oool.— 
This, however, is certain, the tr^de is increafing rapidly, 
and has been increafing, ever fince the h rench intereft at 
Conllantinople has been on the decline. The 1 urks are 
every day more and more imitating our manners, and accuf- 
toming themfelves to require our roanufaflures and the ar¬ 
ticles we export to their country ; they are emerging from 
their inadlivity and indolence, and improvements of various 
kinds are intioduced among them. Printing preffes have 
been very lately eftabliflied in their capital; and we may 
reafonably hope, that foon the demand for our articles of 
exportation in Turkey will be very great, and that we may 
count the Levant among the bell markets out manu^^urei s 
have. 

But our Ruffian trade, many cry out, will fu^.'r; that is 
a trade we cannot lofe; we want it for the /p^port of our 
Slipping. In anfwer to this, let it be confidered, that if we 
3 fuffer 
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fufier fomc inconveniences from a fafpeniion or interruption 
of this trader the Power with whom we aieat variance will 
fuffer infinitely more. The iinmenle fums of ready money 
we fend to Ruflia for the purchafe of the raw materia's we 
inipoit fiom that country, for the ufe of our dock yards, are 
what fuilaiii the credit of the paper moiit'y now circulating 
in Ruilia, at a difcount of 50 per cent. The balance of 
trade in favour of Rufiia, to the amount of 1,500,000)., is 
paid in the moll advant.igeous manner to Rulh.*!, in the moil 
diiadvantageous manner to oiuldves. Out meichtints pay a 
year btforthand for the goodN they puicliale; lor thofethey 
Ibil, they allow fix months endit: belides ihofe, tliey labour 
under other dil'ad vantages, fiom which the met chants of 
evety othtr country are exempted. 'I licy muft pay the du¬ 
ties and cjftoms .nt Riga ami IVteilhurgh, one half in the 
coin of the couiury, the othn in dollais, and thefe dollars 
are only talvcn ar^uch a price, hlty percent, lower tlian 
they can procuie tliem fur; vtiiich, ufcouife, is an increafed 
duty of 25I. ptr cent, which our merchants have to pay 
moie than the mficiiants of every oilier country. 

Surely, fo unl.ivour.ihle and mortifying an exception, 
Ihoulil m.t incline us to think iheKmpiels friendly to this 
country ; as one who loves the Englifli, who is grateful for 
ail the advant.'igi s ihe naps fiom our ti.ide, and one whom, 
on thefe arcounts, wc fltould be particulaily fearful and cau¬ 
tious of c'lrending. But wherefore is it, mav he afked, that 
fhe has tried fo to mortify our pride, and forced our mer¬ 
chants to fubinit to fuch indignities, for fudi exceptions iu 
her ports, to our difadvantage, are indignities? Becaufe flte 
thinks flte has us in hci power; and that under the necefllty 
of trading to her country for fuch and fuch articles we can 
procure no where elfe, wc mufl. fuhmit to thofe conditions 
flte chufes to impofe. But let her beware ! foitunately the 
Baltic is not all her own ; fortunately, there aie otlicr ports 
in that fca, betides liei’s, to which our merchantmen can 
have accefs; I mean thofe of Memel, of Dantzick, of 
bing. I'o thofe towns, the articles we moft fland in need 
of can be brought, not fo conveniently, but not with much 
more inconvenience than to her port of Riga. Riga hemp, 
the moll eflential article to us that we import from the Bal¬ 
tic, grows chiefly in the northern provinces of Poland; from 
thence it is fent down the rivers to the Ruffian ports; but 
it might lie fent down other rivers, which rife in the fame 
provinces, to other ports: it would be difficult to procure 
, the fame quantity for fome time by this new channel; but 
>•1 time this would be the cafe, and the quality of the liemp 
fo urocured, would be the fame we now buy from Ruffia. 

When 
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Wlien trade once changes its dire<^ion, it is not eafily 
brought back to its ancient courfe. The Emprefs is not a 
woman whole paffions blind her to her own interefis, and 
thofe coniiderations mull therefore have their weight in her 
mind. 

Before I conclude) faid Mr. Stanley) I mud now add, that 
though for the reafons I have given, I do not think a war 
with RuiTia, lliould Ihe refufe to liften to our negociations, 
would be inexpedient or unjudihahle, on the principles of 
policy or of jufticc. Yet, confidering how vety cxliauded 
this country is, 1 might hehtate more than I do in giving 
niy vote for menfures that may lead to war; but 1 repeal 
that 1 let my opinion be influenced, in addition to thefe rca* 
fons, by the coiiiidence 1 have in the Minifter. 

Jealoufy, it has been well faid, is a an old parliamentary 
word we lliould not loic fight of ; 1 do not, but leferve a place 
for it in my bofom againft f jture times, »when other Mini- 
fters may govern; but to a Minifter who, for {even years, 
has ferv^ this country as our M.iniftoi has done, I give con¬ 
fidence; to a man who has rccovend EngLind from its lowefl: 
ebb of misfortune; who has reftoted order to our finances, 
which weiebelieved almoft irretrievable; who has raifed us 
TO our former place among nations, from a ftate of gcneial 
defpondency ; to fuch a man 1 muft give fome confidence, 
and of his principles 1 cannot biing in)felf to harbour all at 
o.icc miftruft and jealoufy. 

Mr.Whit- Mr. Jl'Tith cad faid, it had not originally been his intention 

biead. to have olleied himfelf to the Speakei’s notice that night, hut 
that of lat^* lie had beni particulaily anxious to catch his eye, 
becaufe he wiihed that a line of difctiminntion fhould he 
drawn between tliofe gentlimen who maintained, .as fome 
had done in the courfe of tlic debate, that the duflrine of 
confidiiicc was that of the coiiftitution, and thofe who 
thouglit it both ftrange and unconftitutiun.nl. He, for his 
part, did think it both ftrange and unconllitiitional; it was 
a dofliine wliich he would deprecate with hisearlieft and 
latfft hreatli in t!*at Houfe; a iiionfti r, with which he would 
grapple wherever it appeared, and ufe the utmoft of his ef- 
. iarts to overthrow and to ctufti. 

In every debate on every fubjefl, fince be bad had the ho¬ 
nour of fitting in Parliament, this do£in le of confidence had 
met him, and wherever it had met him, he had been alarmed; 
jt had ferved in place of argument for every mcafure that had 
been propofed on the other fide of the Houfe; it had ferved 
in place of an anfwer to every argument which had been ad¬ 
duced for any meafurc that had been biought forward on that* 
fide of the Houfe. 


When 
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When the part of the community by whom he was fent to 
Parlumenty ele^ed him their reprefentative, he conceived 
that they had placed a confidence m him, on the expreis 
condition that he fhould repay it, not by confidence in u'heis, 
which he would never beitow, unleis ixtorted by the uigent 
neceflity of circumfiances, but by the Inrclieil jealouiv and 
the moft aflive attention. The great p’ecepl winch confti- 
tuents gave to then rtprelentati\es, was to t ikc rate “ AV 
quid dimtn lapint Rtjpublua 1 hey were d 1 gated to w Jlrh, 
to check, and to aveit every dangerous innov uion; to pro- 
pi (e, to adopt, and tocherini every well weight d nnpiuvr' 
nient, and bound, by every tie ot nature, honeui, ind icli 
gioii, to dtlivci to then polUfity tne confiitution uniinp. ned, 
and without the imallcIt d( legation. How coui 1 tint h 
done, if gentlfcinm delivered up their (OMiciciiv.< , bound 
hand and toot, to^p hiiniilei * *lht.noble LmJ (Ik’jravt • 
who moved the ptevious qucfiion, ind the ii^ht hei c 1 1 iblu 
gentleman (\li. Ryder) vvtiohul ipoki n nnee him, had not 
uhd any aigunents to the point; and indetd the right ho- 
noutable gentleman had laid he would not dilcnls the reic- 
lutions then helorc the Hou<e, and in tint he had firiiSlIy 
kept h.s wuid ; hut as he knew that it was not fiom want ol 
ability or eloquence th It this h ippcred, he was wat ranted 111 
concluding that the ground on the iide which t*^v endea¬ 
voured to muni nn, wis not tenable. 1 he Chancellor ct 
the hxchequtr hul enveloped every thing in mvfttiyand 
cliiknefs: to bonow a quotation from thf cl dlieal leainirg 
of the noble Loid, and to apply to tlie Chancellor of the 
Exchequer a ch'lla^\er to which he hul 1 peculiai and dil- 
tiiu^ title, for he was the foul, the \it i 1 piiiiCipU, the pir>- 
vidence of the other fide of the Houle, into whole hind 
gentlemen deliveie 1 up themlelvos, th^ir conltitntes, and 
their votes, whole a£ls they bowed to and commeidcd, and 
wh'>re dark, inexplicable wn)s they did not j lutcnd to Icru- 
tini/e or arraign, he would (ay, 

Nubt polttm pata oaupav t ,” 

and to carry on the idea whuli the noble land had giv“n 
him, he would lay, m the words of anothc. pott. 

Pater media Nimbot um in mdt cot ujca, 

“ hilmina molitm de\ttd” 

We fee the baneful eflefls of the light honourable gentlem.m’s 
policy; but the caules are fai lemoved from oui view, and 
wiought in obfeunty. He was determined not to deliver 
Ins conlcience, and powers of thinking, into the pofieflio.i 
of any Minifler whatever; he would never he accifl’rry to 
reducing the Houfe of Commons to the degraded Rate 111 

wl ich 
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wbicti it once was, when they were told, Ye are met 
** here to grant lubfidies, but riot to meddle with matters of 
** State; thofe arequeRions far above your reach, and ap- 
propriateJ to the Prince alone, or tothofe MiniReis with 
whom he is pleated to entruR them and from this ahjedt 
Rate they had iifen, not by ainfidence in any MiniRer, or 
feties of Minitiers, but by laborious exeitiuns, by jealous 
attentio.n to their own rights, and by a^live inveRigation 
of the conduct of the lervants of the Crown. Having, 
feebly perlups, eRabliRted, what, howuvei, he Rrongly felt, 
that it was his right and duty to inv«*ft!gate the condudl of 
MmiRcrs, he Ihould pioceed to Rate the reafons why he 
thought the refolutioiiii piopofed by his honourable friend 
ought to be adopted by theHi'ufe. 

A right hoiouiable gentleman (Mr. Ryder) had faid that 
exaiiiolt-s of applicatio’i« to Pailiament,’ under circumRances 
fim.bi to the prHent, were numerous, and had mentioned a 
vint-ty of piecedents, paiticulaily one ofthe yea’* 17 20, when 
Sir J. Norris was fent into the llaltic, (of which he would 
take fome notice heieaftti) but he contended that no Mini- 
fter, either in the inilances quoted by the tight honouiahle 
gentleman, or in any other inRance, ever came to Parlia-* 
ment for lupplies, in a manner fo unconRitutional as the 
Chancellor of the Lxchequer did. 

'1 he caufes of the armament had not been avowed or ex¬ 
plained, and gieat eulogiums had been heRowed upon the 
Ciuncellor of the Exchequer for his fecrefy ; it was allowed 
Itegase no information, but it was at the fame time infiRed 
upon that none was mceflary. Cientlemen wiRved to know 
nothing, ill private life, a proper mixture of opennefs .and 
iectely begot fnendRiip between man and man ; but it would 
appear ftiange, were a |)erfon to (ay, “ I he more niyReiious 
“ and conceded yo.ir conduiSl: is, the moie fatisfied fliall 1 
“ be that it is right; the lels you tell of what you are 
doing, the mote lhall I beli-ve joii are doing well; and 
“ 1 then Rial! he m.)R contented witli you, and have the 
“ higheil opinion (if your integiity, when you tell me no- 
“ thing at all.” IJut this was pieeiMy the language held 
by genilemen refpefling the MiniRer. Every thing heie 
was to l>»- g'jeir <1 at; it was to be conjeRu-ed why the tran¬ 
quillity of the mtion was to he diRuil'cl; and it in 11R he 
remembered that ihofe “ flioes were not yet old” in which 
gentlemen had c 'me down to vote fupplies for an armament 
which a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) to gild 
a little the pill of taxation, and make it go down with lome 
degree of facility, had faid, was to proeme permanent tran¬ 
quillity to this country; it h.ad Rruck Rich tenor, and had 
Rich an elTe^t in Eutope, that no power would venture to 

inter- 



137 


A> 179^* OSIBAHTES* 

interrupt our lepofe. M' liat was the effeft the right honour* 
ahlegiiitlf-ntaii boallcd? what was the it-curily we had bought? 
Oui flirt IS Icaice difmaiith'd, our ftamenare fcarcely luined 
adtift, before, witli aiiogame and itifol nee, we oiler our 
rnev.iacioii to two conteiultng Powers. '1 hat mediation was 
njefted with contempt, as it well deferved, and we aie ob¬ 
liged to aim .*gain : and for what had w’c interfered ^ To 
picveitt, as we aie to con,<i 51 ure Ruflia fiom b coming fo 
Rrong, a to endanger tlie balance of power in P nrope ! It 
vva a li (dilation not iinwoithy any poliiician, to confider 
whether, in rflefl, Rulha, by her conijuells to the booth, 
was increaling in ftr ngih and power: for his part, he con- 
fideied eveis accefllon of ttriilory to h r in that quarter, as 
an accf fllon of weakntfs; that her empire, by extenfion, be¬ 
came more niiw u ldv> and lels »o be Jreadrd ; ai.d if that were 
really the cife, theVue policy to be puiiued, the true me¬ 
thod to pies.lit het Lecunitng foimidahle to the tranquillity 
of Kurope, would be to luflVi her to putfue hei fchemes to 
the South; to lufftr her to fight, and weaken herfelf. In 
his opinion, Uuflta could only lie form dible, when her at* 
tention was tntiirl) applied to h**! norihein pt fllflions 
when the momentum of het vaft enipiie wms given to Pe- 
teifbutg; and upon tins lubjett he def ied to reinaik the 
contiaiicty ofo,'mion idojited hv il t Mi ufl* 1. It bad been 
faul by a right honourable friend of h.s om a former occafion, 
and had not at any time been denud hy Adin’niflration, 
whetefoie ho fliould take it foi granted to l>e true, that 
Gieat liritam, in conceit w ilh iht l..ing of Pi uflia, had lliritd 
up the Porte to make war upon the Ismprefs: the .qipiehen- 
flons then entei tamed were, that herattentiop was too much 
alive in the Norih, and this Icheme was to divert it towards 
the South: now, ciicumftances were cntiielv reverfed, and 
all our fears weie of her aggrandifement in the South. But 
let the idea he carried to itsf^theft extent, and fuppofethaC 
the Einprofs could reali7.e all her imputed views of ambition, 
and get pofleflion of Conftantinople, and expel the Turks 
from all their Lurope.in provinces > would any unprejudiced, 
imparrial man contend, that hy luch an event mankind would 
.not he largely benefited ? Would any man contend, that by 
the expulfion of a race of beings, whofe wretched, abomi¬ 
nable tyranny profciibed the aits and literature, and every 
thing that was good and great .ind amiable, would not con¬ 
duce to the happinefs and profperity of the world ^ He was 
convinced it would : thofecountiies endowed by nature with 
every advantage, and fufFering hy I'ppreflTion the moft abjedt 
inifery, would revive, and be produdlive of fources of com¬ 
merce beneficial to every nation. This was an event, with 
which the paltry confideration of the nice adjufiment of the 
VoL. XXIX. T balance 
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balance of Euiope was not to be put in competition, altliough 
he was a friend to the prcfervation of that balance, upon 
broad and libeial principles. Suppofmg, he laiJ, that this 
event had adually taken place, could aiu body imagine that 
lo vaA an empiie, extending from PLtc.iibutgh to Kainfchat- 
ka and CouAantinople, could fubllA undet one Government ? 
Did not experience till us th»t cinpiies, when they become 
too xaA, always broke in twain ^ If they did fubHA under 
oneOcFteinmcnt, would not the internal regulations of fuch 
an extent ot t iiitoiy iulHciently engage the attention of i»s 
Sovereign, to pi event hei molefting or inteifeiing with fo¬ 
reign Powcis It tin v divided, would not a new citation, 
as It weie, aiiie, fruitful in hliflirgs to itlclf and all the 
world ^ He abhorred the wuichcd and nairove policy whici 
could entettun a wilh tint tht mod luxunanl pint ot the 
earth fhould remain delulati and miieRtdile, that its (yitem 
might be maintained. 

But was Oevakow, and the defcit aiound it, fenoufly 
eontidertd as the point on which the balance of Europe 
hinged 5 \V as it contended, in earneft, that by pofleflion of 
that forttels, tlie Lmptcis was more likely to polTcL herfelf 
of ConAantinople than without it ? His lioncuiable friend 
hadobleived, tha inthehtewar, theRiillian army had got 
as tar is, Mount Ha.mus, llie pits ot which the Giand Vivier 
hadcnlv lo.ooo men to defend. Her hett was alto as far 
as \ arn', .uou than half way from Oc/akow to Conftan- 
tmople, and jc* peace wa made, wi bout the acquifition of 
that c ipit il l>v Ki ilia. 

But it he might \entuic to hazard a conju^ure, it would 
he, that Oc/ iLow was lif Id out to the world .-’s the pretence 
tin tills arnumenr, when m fadl its objeut wi'? the avgrart- 
diieinent of the Kmg of Piuffia. He h^d heaid it luggeAid, 
and he behevtd it to come from pietty good authoiitv, that 
the objeft ot that IVIor aich v as thi icquilition of 'I hoin and 
Danr/ick; that we favouicd Ins views, mitw ithilanding we 
were gi'llantees foi the tuuiity of thofe towns; and that 
becaule the Liupiels idilled this idea, A e was to be thwarted 
and puniAied, by rn endeasoui to wicA from hei the only 
p’jce Aie wiAitd to retain (and that for herfccuiity alone) 
of all Ivr extenfise conqucAs. In Aiort, wc were to facri- 
Acc thcEmpiefs atidourfclves to the ambition of the King 
of Piuffia, "Whit were we to gam by this tiansfer of out 
fiiendAi'p^ Would the alliance of Piufl i compeiiiate for 
the lofs of that of Ruffii ^ Theformer couH only fupply us 
in cafe of neceffity with land foires, and thofe only in paits 
of the world wheie we were lea A likely to want them ; for it 
was Aipulated thit they Ihould not he employed out ot Eu¬ 
rope. Ruffia, 0.1 tlij othei hand, might aAiA us in tune o*. 

wai, 
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war, in a very eflential manner, by adding to our naval 
ilttngth; but in cale of a rupture with Ruifia, oar trade in 
the lialtic would be liable to the grcatefl: annoyance from 
that Power; the difadvantages which would ariie to this 
country, if the war was proltcuted, were numerous and ma- 
nihll; the advantages whicli the wairoell advocates of the 
MiniAer would contend for, muft be allowed to be diAant 
and precaiious. 

\\ 1 h rega d to the inftance of Sir J. Noiris being fent into 
the Baltic, alluded to by a right honourable gentlenfan (Mr. 
Rydet) he would juA take notice of the iflue of that armed 
negociation. Sir Norris was fent to the Baltic with a 
fleeljor the exprefs purpofe of accommodating a peace be¬ 
tween Hi gec|en and Ruflia. TheC/ai (Peter the Great) re- 
ie£lt d the inflation with fcorn. Duringthe time the Lnglifli 
fleet leimined in VH^feleas, an engagement took place between 
the Swedes and RuiLans which our Admnal wrs not able to 
j)tc\enr, nor to aflifl our allies the Sweden, and they were 
woiAed ; and after all tiie cxpence and ttoiible of the armi- 
iptnt, our fliips returned to their ports tanfi^ia. The an- 
fw(i alio wliuh was fent by the C/ai’s Rehdent at Copen- 
h.igLn to the Britilh Adiniial, was woithy, at Ihispaiticular 
to be mentioned. 

Sii J. Norii» infoim.d him, that he was come to ncgociate 
a pt ice bt tween Sweden and the C'/ tr his inaflri ;• to which 
the Refidint replied, “th.it it ht was really come for the 
** purpoli s of negociation, he thought he might hn\L taken 

a moie compc iiuiou^ nuthod, hut that Ik had no inilruc- 
♦* tioiis to tieat w th him.” 

In ditpalching voui fleet to the Baltir, ceuld you fas, as 
upon toimei occafiou*', to \cur tiilois, iv nhiatsti Iptphn 
Could \ou till them, they wire going to .n cage the injured 
honour of their countiv, to punirti a haughtv and niccon- 
cileahle enemy ^ Oi c uid \ou hold out to them, as a rewa.d 
for their valoui,* the nth ciptuusihev m.iv make? \ ou 
muft he iiltnt on all ihele topics of fneoungement; and al¬ 
though hp revf*ied as much as any man the inihufiallic va¬ 
lour of the Hiitilhfle't, which hadatchused, fiom year to 
yeai, and fioni age to age, the wondcis vs Inch hau tailed this 
countiy to the highcfl pitch of gloiy; and althcugh he was 
confident thty would be vi<Aonous ovei all dangers, howevtt 
great, and ddgufls, however poignant, yet vmii filenct would 
too plainly tt II them they wt-ie going, witheut iJicfneO-t ol 
leward foi then toils, iganiAtheii anciet.i in<l i atm 1 ti i»ds, 
and to deftioy the vciy louiceshom which tliey iltd to d.aw 
then fuhflllercc. 

i roin allthcle confldciation , he contended that the iclo- 
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lutions were highly proper, and that it was the duty of the 
Uoufe to adopt thrm. 

Mr. vV hiti^read was followed by 

Sii fVtlltam Toungy who laid, that one principal reafon of 
hi^ riling was, to reprobate a dodhine of niofl iinconftitu> 
tional tendency, as well as mcft penucious, in rtlpedf to the 
immediati queilion before the Houle An honourable gen¬ 
tleman (Ml. Powys) hid ftattd th.'it we were ti..e m this 
moment of debate to rttriceour luiuiei ptocuhit rtgiin 
the veiy prcmiits we let out tio 1, ind idl in oui piil amtn- 
tary capaciiv, as it we Ind muli no ei p'^ep'tms, nut le 
turned no aniwei to the m'^nage tn in tnc Ciown, i d h xl 
no ways landlioned it conleiits. '‘uch dtil iiaiion no 
farther obieiSion 'hie, thin as it louglit to involve tl ^ Houle 
jn adlual inconlilfency of tondudt, ui der thr p'< 1 of ft ^ m 
of debate, and pnili Hungary pra^h^ ii ’u co 1I1 ’ ig me 
fame matter undti \ i ou lhaies aid in \ uious iiagisof 
bufineib. J ut when this clanii to titiin batl , uul put 'he 
Houfeiii a htualion of fut agtnt-y, v u in* od etd, fvr me 
iole and expieis puipofe cf dtclaiing w)i it P ouM he ihe pio* 
cile line of condudf adf pted by the cxiculive f •overnnn nt 
m its negocations with RufTia, he could not luiiioicntly rx- 
piefs his adonillimcnt at iuch a prnpofition coming tiom a 
gontlenian who had < ven rclilfed the Ipiiit of innov ition, and 
given a faithful fupport to the conlliiution of 1 is countiy, 
undei every circumifance of wild nil oad on it luhitance or 
forms, which had been lo icpeattdiy attempt! d, uiuki pie- 
tenceii of reform or amendment Could a more uncunffdu- 
tional or mifchievous propofil he ad\''nced, than that a 
Houle of Commons fhould thus leiolvc itfelf into a kind of 
diplomatic Committee, trench on the moff .icknowledgtd 
prerogative of the Crown ^ Could a propolal be fuggelied 
more pernicious in legard to the prefent meafure^ Such in- 
tcrfeience anddnflum of the Houle muff ptcclude all means 
by which the country might avail itftlf of mutual conceffion, 
of ** fl mcdius in minus” the relult, to which contradling 
parties generally looked. It would I>e declating, that Ruffu 
Ihouhl have fuch terms as the rate might exprefs, without 
contra ffipulation, uiikfii, indeed, the Houfc meant fan 1 y 
to correfpond, treat, a gue, nnd become an agent for fo¬ 
reign affairs. Rut then it is faid, that we tiufl the country 
to aiituation of danger, nnd cvcntueilly of wai, blindly, and 
in mere confidence of Mmifters In ad vetting to that word 

confidence, fo much talked of, and fo little examined, he mud 
beg to difcard all faither difpute about the word, under its 
plain analyfis. Byconffd ncc, as applied to men, is under- 
fiood an opinion that he. who Inth done well, is moll likely 
to do well again, and undei this opinion he is trufted; this 
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definition applies to confidence between man and man, and 
to Min'ilers as other men. In cafes like the prefent, another 
j)lea operated of a yet ftionger nature. The executive Go¬ 
vernment had a claim not merely for a confidence, nh>cii 
anv Member of this flouie, or tins lloufe itfelf, hadtobt- 
flow, but for a confulerce winch the conflitution of the 
countiy had alieady Ijcllowcd and given, whcnitvcUid in 
the Clown, aid in its Miiufters, under fafeguaid of thr.r 
lelponlibility, the powers to mil e peace cr war, and a fti '/ n 
-te negociate teims tending to Tho<e ronclulions. bir il- 
li^ laid, that he, however, had opinions on the pietmt 
quAlhon which would diudl Ins \ote to the iupport of Nii- 
inller 3 V 4 } the prelent ainifd nfgociation, intUpeiulcni of »*'y 
citdit anJIhv*-"^ he re| ofed in them on gtnci.il accounrs.— 
'I h»y, whilll e g^'d in tita»y,fould not Wuh | lud ■) t de¬ 
bate the aiJlual litu of afIalI^ in Luiope. ]}ut he was 
n(>t io pncliuKd ; he had no com e''iion 01 li.ib ts of pcilo>> <l 
intimacN, and much leh of t llicu 4 l intdl gence, l»e com¬ 
mitted no mni, or fet of men; he I id intrlv maps, aivl 
books, and ih.it common knowlcdpr* to f hm d his atgnmenc 
on, whidi every min in the Houle pollllUd ecji illy w.ili 
hinifilf. I It would fit! Iv, thtuCic, llati hisualui , I'hy 
Ciieat Jhitain iliould itg.'it! w iih a jealous tve the .iggi<.iuliie- 
imnt of Rii.'ba: he would llati, too, oth^ r obs u U!> leatuns 
foi our pn It nt intf’fnuice, ( i.tLi* mi had talked cTf a ha- 
Jance of.powci : a h ilaiur of powc», \k th ugiid to the ma¬ 
in inie potent ites, IS iiK'ie cl; (Cl illy the coi cen of Ciieat 
Biitam ; and what, in this itiped, is the htuaiion of Ruiii.i ? 
Rulli.'i IS tending, Acpby fle;, under tli^ name of al'iances, 
to make mtie piosnues cf all ihe kingdoms tf the North. 
Contci eiacy ol the vve.nker with th ftiongpr is fubjcdlion, if 
none elle inteifcie. Thi' ol leiva’ion applies to bweden al- 
leady, peihaps to Penmaik, and toToland too, if we do not 
prevent it. bo much foi the Biltic. L(*ok wheie R.ullia ex¬ 
tends her arm on the othci fiontiei of Luiopc. It has been 
the l.iihion foi gentlemen to talk of Oczakow', as a mere for- 
trefs of defence to RufTia, 01 as a j lace of no efTcntial danger 
to the 1 uiks whilA m her huids. 'I hole have heard htile, 
and read lefs, who ule Inch language. Oc/.ikow is the key 
of ConffantiiK'ple; the Dine pi. , wtiich, under the walls of 
that foitiefs, dilMiihoginng iniu the Mack S«.a, is conneded 
by camls, ot other walei caiinr:’, with the \oiy capital; 
theaifctuls of Rcterfburgh ran Iv emptied into Oc/akow, 
and ftores of a luival or warlil.a kind float to the veiy water 
of the I ennn, under its walls. The natuial bairiers and 
fortiefles ot Hsmus and Rhadope covet ng Adri.'^nople to 
the land, Oczakow alone can provide, and piotrdl what is 
piOMded, to lend a foicc agimu CouAauunopJe by fca. If 

RuiTia 



*44 


PARLIAMENTARY A. jjgt. 

Ruf&a gets Conilantinople, ihe gets the Mediterranean ; her 
empire being the emporium of timber, hemp, and iron, none 
will then be enabled to contend with her in that quarter ei> 
ther in commerce or in arms* '1 be iron of the North will 
command the gold of the South. Are we prepared for an 
aggrandifrment in the llaltic, and among the Northern Pow¬ 
ers, which {hall command the whole maiket of naval ilores r 
If not, Rullia muff not he permitted, under the name of an 
ally,, to have Poland for a t'rpendency. Are we prepare*! 
for an aggrandifement of Ruflla, which, from the Black Si a, 
may command the Dardanelles, and through the Dardaiu iJes 
the Mediterranean ? If not, KufliamuA not have Oc/.aUow. 
If, in addition to Oczakow, RuHia is faiiher peripu^ted to 
pofTcfs the fortrel > of Akerman, {he comm imU ilie mouths 
of the Danube, and the eiftern froiitit'-i‘'of Gei many arc 
wantonly expofed to liei. 11 lluilia ihnnei 5 ls with Aniliia, 
as ihe has heretofore done, io circunillanced, Piuflia is ns 
much endangered on the fide of bilelia, as on other and pie- 
ftnt accounts, on its Polilli frontier. 

Sir William faid he would take the queflion on another 
gtound, and which gentlemen had much infilled on, on the 
other ftile of the Houfe. He would fuppole it to be not a 
queBion of ThitiHi policy, but a queftiuii of good fai^h to 
Pruflia, and in a Pruffian quarrel. Eveiy one knew the oc- 
cafiott' and immediate efFedi of our PrufTuii alliance in 1787 ; 
through fuch means we wrenched Holland fiom the intiigucs 
and power of France; we gained anally, who could moft 
hint us as *81 maritime power, from our own channel to the 
Eall Indies, and who could moft befiieiid us in every fltu- 
ation. Holland, giving us the benefit of its maritime fion- 
tiers, that is, of its aifenals and navy, lequired prottiftion 
on its back or inland frontier ; and PiulTia could fupply tlniC 
piote£lion. Pruftia had a 61 ually given that protection. He 
did not fay that it was within the fadtri^ hut it fuitly 
was within the fpirit and horn fidcs of the treaty, to requite 
Pruillj, endangered by acceffions to Ruflia on the Polifti 
frontier, or ellewhoie, by timely interfeience of kind oftices; 
to giant her affiftance in lefifting fuch encroachments, on 
juft reafons of appr^henfion to her, was a mere retribution 
for {ervice, a national juftice. It was a mere price of our 
union with Holland ; .md a debt that cannot be refufed with¬ 
out national infamy. Sii William faid, that he could not 
fit down without once again adveiting to the qupftion, on 
grounds of Britifli policy, and calhiig on a I loule. of F.ng- 
lilhmen to watch more ' f. 111 lilv the intciefts of commerce 
and marine powei ; for it was on thole premifes that refteJ 
their public we dlli and independence; a-id an aggrandifement 
of one who controlled the very fourccb of naval foice, and 

mer- 
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mercantile equipments, was, of all others, to be cheeked and 
prevented by every means which timely fpirit and policy 
might iuggeil. On this, and many other grounds, he iliould 
vote foi the previous qiicllion, and not permit the meafurcs 
taken by the Clown oi (neat Britain, m counteraifling the 
ambition of Rulha, to be interrupted, bn William clofed 
his fpeech, with lome farther attempts to define what was the 
nature of coafiduiicc, a> rc oft’ in the Crow . by theBiitifh 
conftitution, in ngnid to nf j^ociatii n with foifign poweis. 

remarked iJ’au altiiough he had ievenl times 
pr\-*nltd hiiiililt in \a'n ot i* bp»,ak(i’s e)e, he never felt shendaiik 
It nViii unntceffny to rr'^pUb on iht time ol tho Houfe than 
attha^^)Jn(, Imce, if thiic vvn a debate, in which the 
motions liad *' • n fu{ portu' bv tin iblclt aiguments that ever 
were uigeJ on onC*i^ule, an 1 o.il^ lliinl^ deiulion oppoied to 
them on Mu other, tiYL caulc diLuficd tint day had been that 
ciule Koteven any aigumeiu liad been oifered by the ho> 
n u al le liaioiu t w!io Ipoko iail, and who had travelled over 
all J urope, tiae 1 tlie hillors ot ili* navigation and com¬ 
merce ot Rufiia, tiom t'.u eailiefi times; deiciibed her baeL 
fionturs, and all paits ot hti do.iim oo!», and expatiated 
with rs much timiliarny conceinijig the Pnieperand tbeDa- 
nul’C, a it hr had boca t ill mg of the W < rcefterlluro canal, 
and pie tun d the Cmp'tls as a female Cole IT'is, A mdin|; WMth 
one f( ot on the banks ot the TJaek bea, and the otber on tha 
coaft of the Baltic, and yet, lu Ipitc ot this fund ot knowled«\a 
and ingenuity, all which the honouiahle Baionet laid, did 
not amount to an aigument agaiiiA the motion, which, in 
his mind, was entitled to the imalK ll w< ight. 1 rom the 
light huiourahli gentleman op[>olite to him, (Mi. Dundas) 
who was lomcthmg like a Mmifttr, ih ni'Ji not a^luall) one, 
he'exptited to have heaid iinpoitant icitonmg; but he pre- 
lemed he had c antinued dumb, btcau’e it he had iiLn to 
Ipeik, It might have bitn lulpte'led that he knew iomethmg, 
and thus have bioktn’in upon that impuietiablc myitciy,aiid 
that magnificent lilence which was to chata^lcrii^e the day, 
as tur as regaided the conduct ot tholt who alone cou d have 
afiotded the Houle the mfoimation which they had a right 
toexpeft. Thofe who had iiten to (peak, hke the. honoui- 
ableB.uonet who had jull fat down, had profefild that they 
knew nothing of the caule ot the aimament, or had indalged 
in dating what they gutflld to he tliat caulc; thus the turn 
and fuhfiance of ail the arguments agamll the motion had 
been profrfled ignorance on the onehme\ or avowed conjec¬ 
ture on the other, if, then, they were to guefs only from 
coire^ure, and to aiguc fiom maxims drawrn from maps and 
books, as the lad honourable gentleman on the other fi’e 
had done, wcie they podibly to come at any iatisfadioty 
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knowledge on the fubjeA ? Are maxims drawn from maps 
and books the caule for which an Englifli Houfe of Com- ’ 
mons are ro plunge their country into a war, and waile the 
blood and treafure of their conflituents! The reafons dated 
by different gentlemen, among their guefles of the caufes of 
the war, were not inoie different than extraordinary. One 
right honourable gentleman had ailigned fomething that 
looked like an argum nt, which might account for the right 
honourable Chaiicellor of the Exchequei’s filence. He had 
ftated, that if his right honourable ftiend faid any thing^.’^- 
lative to the negociation, it might put it out of the pr'wer 
of the negociating parties to lecede or r4tra(fl what they* had 
advanced, and thus render a war unavoidable. Did ^he right 
honourable gentleman then think it necefla'*; recede and 
retraiEl any of the bludering menaces w*tich he had made to 
Ruflia? If he did, it ought to be avowed, that an opportu¬ 
nity might be given foi fuch letraflation. But that tight 
honourable gentleman, who had talked of the Minider’s re¬ 
ceding, had alio alluded to one matter as the caufe of the 
w.ir, from the bare mention of which he fhiunk with horror; 
he had hinted at the aimed neutrality, and at the polfihility 
of this being a fit opportunity for ictaliating and levenging 
that meafuie. Weie we then to go to war foi fo hafe a pur- 
pofe, ,18 to give vent to the lodged lute and huriiing teient- 
ment which had been avow’cd to have i..n\(d in our bufoms 
for fo many yeais ? He hoped not. ’I'li" Time light honour¬ 
able gentleman had talked of the fiaitition of 'olanJ. Were 
they to ident that event at this crif.s r If lo, it ought to be 
avowed. But be would not believe that any of thefe could 
be the caufe of the war. He would rather turn to the nol le 
Lord, who had, in his opinion, a^ed in a more open and 
manly way, and idled the argument on its true ground.— 
The noble Loid had < 5 .p:rllly avowed ilut he gave his con* 
fent on the ground of implicit confidence in the Minifter, and 
had even gone fo f.r to declue, that he fliould confider it 
as criminal in the 'i ifiei, if he gave the Houfe any infor¬ 
mation whatever 01 I • fnhjed. 'J he ground of confidence 
had fijifted niateiiali ince its fiifi intiodudion three years 
ago. They had thf^n luaid of rational confidence; fince, 
a gif-atei di’nree of confiJonce had been talked of, and now 
the MO*had avowid that lu* gave the Minifter impli¬ 
cit c()*ifiili-nct'. Had they not hcitcr at once appoint the 
light lion .51 ablegentleman Diclator, and give him the power 
ofinak*';war and pe.icejiiil :*« lie thought proper? The 
rohle I 01 ‘vho had, on a foiiufr (K-cafion, ftiewn hiinfelf 
verv much •'♦taclicd to the ancient Giecks, had appeared not 
to he fo much attached to the modem Gietks, and had faid, 
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See what a faithlefs fet of people thefe modern Greeks 
“ are !” In what, Mr. Sheridan alked, did their treachery 
conlift ? He knew of no fuel) treachery, and he owned that 
be iliould rather have expe£led that the noble Lord, with a 
claiTical indignation, would have lamented that the def end-* 
ants of l>moAhcnes ihould not be orators, fiatcfinen, and 
foldiers, hut an unfortunate race of men, kept only lo pam^ 
per the falfe. taAe and degraded n|)petites of the Ottoman 
Coutt. So much out of humour had the nohle Lord^roved 
-Jiimlilf to be with the modern Greeks, that he iud been be- 
ri-jyed into a p- r6dy of quotation, and had quoted a Latin 
li^^ to his fiirpi'fe, Mr. Sheiidan faid, when he had expect¬ 
ed of Homer fiom him at Icaft. With regatd to what 
had bwn v’'*‘'»vedot that Houfe invading the prerogative of 
the Ciown, iftfib'y interfered with negnciations, he vias, for 
one, always ready lo confefs, that the juft prerogatives of 
the Crown Ihould be kept lacred ; hut thofe were no ftiends 
to the prerogative, wlio ftiould advife the exercifeof it in the 
extreme, and endanger its proving obnoxious to that Houfe. 
The heft (Toveinment under the piaClice of our conftitution 
confifted in a wife blending andco operation of the executive 
and kgiilative bt.inches of it. '1 he King certainly might, 
if he pleafed, make what treaties he thought proper, and 
keej> tlicin from the know ledge of Parliament, if hc^was fo 
advifed hy his Mmifteis; he might alfo make war and peace, 
and m doing that, confidence was repofed in thofe on whole 
fiioulders, as a counterpoife, refponfibility lay. But the 
moment they came lo that Houfe fur fupport and aftiftance, 
confidence was at an end, and the hour of inquiry and con¬ 
trol was artived. Yet, what he wifhed to contend for was, 
th.at ancient, conftitutional, and moft ufeful funCIion of a 
Britifti Houfe of Commons, their capacity of adviftng the 
Crown, and of being enabled, by a due application and ex- 
ercife of their preventive wifdom, to fave the countiy from 
that expcnce and cafamity into which they might otherwife 
be plunged, either by the error of Mmifwrs, their impru¬ 
dence, their neglcCl, or their conuption. If the Houfe of 
Commons were to be deprived of that important funClion, 
and were never fuftered to exercife their preventive wifdom, 
thi.ir chief ufe, as a deliberative Aflemhly, would be loft to 
the Public, and the whole powers of that Houfe would he 
reduced to two dry points : the power of the puife, and the 
jwwer of impe.ichment. Thus, inftead of confulting them 
as qdvifers of the Crown, they would be reduced to the mi- 
ferimle condition of adling upon public meafurcs in the laft 
fatal infiance, that of loading their conftituents with the ex- 
pence of them, when it might afterwards turn out that they 
were meafures not fit to have been purfued; and in that cafe, 
Voji. XXIX. ¥ all 
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all left for them to tlo, would be to profecute Minifters to 
punifliment. If the purpofe of a inedage fr<>m the Crown 
fliould be at any lime to tell them that the enemy were at 
their doors, and ilu-iefore fuppii-s tnufl be granted, he cer¬ 
tainly iliould firJl; :.{k, on whole account they were called 
upon, and how it happened tliat tlicy liad not before bt-eii 
apprized of (he p'jblic danger? h.it i.e ih.ould grant the fup- 
piies on acco\int of the ncceflitv and e-'Jgency of the cafe. 
The honourable gentleman oppohfe to liisn had wnnd.red 
tha.t they lijould Tp'^aVof Liic proceedijigs in tli.it manner as a 
novelty, and rcniaiked, thrt they vv., re totally ignorant o^ 
par!ia:'.ic!>r;’.iy conllitiuion, ii lluydid not know that ithtd 
been the }:r.uT:ce <■* Mii.irir::, in fimil ir cafes, to alii, fbr 
fuppoir, and givi-no - xplan.itir.n a: Tile rime. IgMoi.*??!!, in¬ 
deed, In. conIc-'Tuil tliry muil lie, if tlic cafa •'rrnr’io; yet he 
cijuld n-:*. luu imat’.irio '■ Ii.it the honom Penriemen who 
wcie lo ready lo give thei. cr;ifelr,nr;;'hiiiuliy a''d implicitly> 
were till.mfelVi'S fo comide-K, that they v. r.tureil to quoie 
precedents, •.viihoiit e\\,r h.ii’ng giv-.-ii lii' mMveis tiictroulde 
to look and fee whe'!irr “liry u om id nip port t!-^ii .argument. 
It i'o h tppmfd, tint al! the prec’iknh. froin theyuir jyoo 
dewnwiiid', wereag.'inA tlirm.end in f.t'.oiii of wlnn iic liad 
juft contendi d f r. hi theca;'.- of the war of 17CO, tii^-re 
h.'id been n d liiv rf pi-L-fervleg the balance of power in Eii- 
rf>pe, and Kii g ill’ un h.a.l :,npl’'"d to th'' Honfeon the oc- 
cath>n. Mr. bht-rid.in rf .ul f; om rii.”'oiini lis tlm nn lUge of 
King William, and the a:':drt lief the fjoufi in ai'fvvcr. In 
the one. the King Hates tin: j.i:rpo’'e of his appiic.uinn, and 
c.alls foi the a ivice of his Co.nmanci, a:Hi in the other, the 
Houfe tells His Maii-Ov lhartl).'*y vviM give him their advice, 
a.s feon as iht y arefnlly informed o.i t! f!'''‘'mel. and dedre 
that all tlie t(eal-<-s i -no r. d ii.io I y Hus T-.li.je'ly may be laid 
before ih*’m, that tb< y may be able to om rliini rheir mature 
advice. It aj-.p'-ao d iro.n h. nco, that King Willi nn, in the 
initance whicli he h.id icad, did not th'Hik it beneath him to 
alk the ad'-ice of the J J^efe of Comm:)!!*', a-d th.ry h.id hoard 
what thelang'-iage 01' fl.e I Icule h.td been in rctnin. As the 
honourablegentlenifm on the othf-r lid" might not like a pre- 
CLilcnt fo near the Revolution, he wo-ald turn to anoti’orof 
a more recent period, that of T734. So f.ir from rho Mini- 
fiers of that day caliing for tlie confi-k nee of Pailiament, 
the King }>l.iced a cnnudence in hi» P.'rh.ament, and jiut the 
whole I'lifuscfs into their ha ids, Mr. Sheridan declairtl that^ 
he could not hut woiulcr that tlie Houft bore with jiatiei^-ic-e 
the cant of refpnnfibility, which was preached to th.-ni l;y all 
who contended for confidence, 1 hey v.-eieerernally'faying, 
give Miniftf r^ implicit confidence; have not they the refpon- 
llbility ? as if they coulldered refponfibility a, a per^uifit** of 
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it with coi^teinpt. Suppofe, in that cafe, the Kmprefs had 
fent a fleet down the Channeli and burnt Hull> in its way to ' 
London, where, on her arrival, Ihe was determined to en~ 
force her negociations, by ading as an armed mediator.— 
Should not we have thought that Ruflla adled mofl; arrogant¬ 
ly, and mod unwarrantably; and yet, her condudl in that 
cafe would not be more extraordinary than ours in the pre- 
fent inftance. Mr. Sheridan. ’Jed, that heflirewdly fufpedi- 
ed that we were led on by ovcj^ allies, and that the real caufe 
of the 'fii'ar was a Prufllan ohjef’. in Poland. Suppofe, how^ 
ever, that we went on with the war, and that, in the end, 
the Emperor obtained what he wanted in Moldavia jind 
Wallachia; the Emprefs what Ihe wanted in Turkey; and 
Pruflia, Thorn and Dantzick; in that cafe, he would ven¬ 
ture to predii^, that the k>t of England wwld be to pay the 
piper, and that the expence which wc mi|^it incur would be 
all that would fall to ourihare. Having dated this, hJr. 
Sheridan now adverting to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
arraigned his conduct, and declared that he fhould not be 
afraid to go through his whole political life, and would un¬ 
dertake to prove, that moll of his ineafuies had been pieg- 
nant with mifehief to the country. In the motnint of bring¬ 
ing forward each, the right honourable geirJeman had faid 
to rhe Houfc, “Give us your confidente; we aie refpon- 
“ llble!” Confidence might not, Mr. Sheridan faid, be al¬ 
ways well applied. He aiked, whether the right honourable 
geutlen,;m itcolle&ed the very difterent profpefls whicli we 
had been taught to turn our eyes to in this year ? Did he 
recoiled that this was the promiled Millenium ! that halcyon 
year, in the fpring of which we were to talle the fweet^ and 
bloflbins it was to pioduce ? Did the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman lefied, that he had told them that they fhould not 
only have their income equal to their expenditure, but a 
clear million a year furplus to pay towards the diminution 
of the national debt, and a permanent peace ellablifhinent ? 
Mr. Sheridan contralled this with the adual ftate of the mo¬ 
ment, the immediate profped of another war, and the ccr 
tainly of additional taxes. The people, he obferved, v^'Oiild 
not bear the intolerable burdens under which they muft then 
groan, unlcfs the right honourable gentleman came fairly 
forward, and afligiied a fatisfadory giound for going to war. 
There was not one gentleman in the Houfj who really faw a 
motive for It which he could reconcile to any reafonable idea. / 
With regard to confidence, he declared that he fhould no,*.* 
give his confidence to Miiiiflers to treat with foreign Courts, 
unlefs the firfl department of office, in which all our foreign 
negociations lay, were refeued from the hands of a perfon 
who, to anoverchaigtd conceit of his own abilities, added 

the 
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the raHinefs which always muft attend inexperience, and 
placed in the hands of a man familiar with foieign Courts, 
and poilefled of dexterity and fimplicity fuilii.t«nt to enable 
him to difcharge the duties of the o6Bce with {kill and with 
fuccefs. By dexterity, he laid, he did not mean that cun¬ 
ning which another perfon midook fot craft, and that craft for 
wifdom; he meant dexterity to difeover and ward oft'the de¬ 
vices and intrigues of foreign Minifters, and others; and fim¬ 
plicity to follow the ftiaight-forviaid path ot open man'linefs 
and plain dealing himfelf. Fie declaied that he would leave 
if to the Houfe to make the application of this contraft, but 
unicfb a department of fo much iraporiance, conftdering the 
prefent f*^uation of foreign Couits, were placed in luch hands, 
it was impoftlble ^i^r him to give confidence at luch a time to 
Minifters; nor h.ul they, in fad, any rigl.t to e\ped it from 
him, who had uniformly and openly refilled thcrigiit honour¬ 
able gentleman’s ineafures. 

Mr. Sheiulan next turned Ins attention to the condud of 
the righthonour..Mcgf'ntleman o)>pofite him, rtfpfding Hol- 
lard in 1787, for which pialie had, on all iiaiid^, I ern candid- 
Iv allowed him. He declaied that it the quftrion were put 
to him, and he werealked if, a*, a lingle infatuie, he lejo «ed 
at it ^ he fliould, without lielltation, aniwei, that h^* did 
not; becaiife he nevfi could lejoice at lee-ng ti.e ftoclf of li¬ 
berty diminifhed, and, bv oui inteifer* 1 ce, that noMe re¬ 
public was again reduced to the nnlerablc ftare of \aflabge 
under which flAC liad fc long gioamd ; bvit, when he coufi- 
dered that it was prohahle at the time that Holland w’ould 
have become a j" evince to France (thongli luhlequcnt events 
had fiuce provtvl that it could not ha'e bet 11 the loniequence) 
he Was ready to join in coinmendiiig the conduft of the right 
honourable gentleman on that occafion. Bui if it w'eretiuc, 
that the rtcoveiing our conne^iioo with Flolland was nothing 
moie than apartofa fyftcm, and that thefoitrefsofOcvakow 
were to he traced from the canal at Amfterdnm, he fliould 
reprobate it in the ftrongeft ttimi*; he would fairly declare, 
however, that h" did not beluveth.it the right honourable 
gentleman had enter rained an idea of any fuch fyftem at the 
time, lie fufpet^ed that the right honcuiable gentleman’s 
meafureshad carried him much farther than he had ever in¬ 
tended to go, and that the pretence of its having been a part 
^of a predetr iininate fyftem, was nothing more than a falvo af- 
(ito-d for the purpofe of covering the extraoidinnry condu«!% 
of tF“,^ht hononiahle gentleman. Mr. Sheiidan here de- 
fcanted on the chance of our next year, having fi^fh prefs 
Warrants ilTued, and being called upon to arm, in confequence 
of out having formed an alliance between Poland and Pruflia. 
He went through a fumroai y of what had pai^d in the diffe¬ 
rent 
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rent Courts of Stockholm and Madrid, durintr the adminilha-. 
t'on of Mr. Pitt, and imputtJ blame to him on the eve its ot , 
each. He alio fiid, that among other evil a nle jutnc« of 
the pernicious fyftem arihng out of tne tieitv with Pxu iia, 

It hxd fiHencd on us aconcetn witli the (seim iiuc li igue, md 
that we Aioulo be lugged m as p irtit s to the meaiuie. 1 h du- 
claimed aga>nflth(. lyikm, and f ud, let us cill it any thti v, 

but a iyftem of pc ice; let us 1 iv it is 1 m 1 1 uiii ^10 1, 

of vain glory, lo fee tlie oflspr ng cf the lui or 1 L li itli in, 
intriguing in all the Courts of] uiipf, uulhi mglmiiilt in 
as thegitit poftuif mifter of thu hilmc of )oa» r, jnj* f 
fing 'll! Lxclulist. light to he the unipiie cf ill, uul to \v li 
out in patent (ciksoflii^own, tlie qiiintity id dotoiiiion * t 
each power 111 ill pollt . i'1 .^t tht light 11 iiouiibicg n- 
tkin in ( n iMilhmg apiiiicpi w'licin ouli uueitilu m c> 
reft of ill hull 1 to ■‘t »gunft 11 \\ 1 h i *• u imiiit lo 

flandforwud is inch i p i''i miV » st p^.'' oI i ' . a 

lopc woul 1 1 1 ikc It n C(litis toixttimi « •• N 1 ‘•liuiil 11 
nienfu ned the coi di 1.I c f Mi. 1 Hi )t i' t , id I i\ 1 ,»• 
fllted wlia*^ hi’ pul I thei I 1 u d th i ouli to ’hr 

Ipteihis fills"’ Ithv, \ liU'iii i ill t ’ 1 ihi It, tint o»u 

Court h ' i. nil di tci, iv t'e lli I’fH 1 i incf fioin 
fo tign tV V I , t* n the I wi no 1 1 1 of« ur i nujuil'i y 

h ing 1 kei\ V' 1 u ilu b d, \ u’ h* d Im ’ ti ni tu cf uip ii 

wlnihail’i M 1 I lio 1 tii I** otme. i i u 1 ’ > t! 

nsoli t) 11 in I 111 cc, he d d 1 oi ni in to 00 ni > i i t 1 1 
fioii ot tl * Siecl; his opi lion upon ir i» ni iiiu d lived 1 1 

Wii’ c lit tic lime, but there u IS out point wli li ill 

ina i’ till I’•It d III n joicing a’,'s a c )iif jU iccoltli In th 
Ic\ u’ Ji I 11 , a nl I’l w i , tint flie c n H pa lunge 1 go S j it 
int igiii 2,1 1 tti g t j I I of i 1 k L lints f 1 uir pt 1 t i- 

liiitv v\ Inuietiir \i n \ e, h f ’, v hug k ikt 

up t’ i, 11 h , h il , ' I’liiiig Ion «■ 11 I tl 1 , til it woi n It 

of ih chii I 1 1 I I u c , in I I uii ihut iioduv,ii g t cih 

war nltriPi d d ibiii'' s lit I d not th > ig’it tint iiiy 
thing c, u!d hivc i a d h t t ) liiii nt the 1 Is of 1 le ic’i 

tninhs ; bu it lui i v i ’o it th cu , he (nould do lo moll 

lenoufly. lie In) iiop d tint w' it hut inpiKiml 111 I t nice 
wouldh ive ft r\ d 1 in ilcful klT n, and tl at we iliould in\e 
hid Inf lie to inve 1 n ro\ d hy Up lyi ig it 

Mr A’l/*, ill t , lami o 1, jiit^d, lint the confd nee 

which Ik com iC foi, o id hitils and i idilp n’l ly • - 

1] iifiu to I “ gru htd to 1 Ml u i t, w is i condituiioii'il ..in- 
bcKiicc, t ) t 1 1 f hi 1 to c >n lu 6 f lU loir n«g >ciatioiis 

of p-aceandwa ; and n is r piiftiittd by th,, honoutab'e 

gniticnian \*1 o Ip ’ait. 

Ml 7 > ^ r p of fled hin hlf tinw lling to trcfpafs on the 

tun, oi hehcu c, I Lt Ins 11^ t honouiahlc Incnd (M . Pit”) 

ha«rn g 
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lu\ing been called upon fo loudly, to do that which it would 
b( ciiininnl in him to accede to, he felt hiinfelt bound to fay 
-a h w words, in icpiy to the vift vaiiety ot oblervations made 
by tic liil honourible gfiitleman on the other fide of the 
I'oulc; norvva. he, foi mothti reafon, deli rous of entering 
1 ito id bitt in th( pnitiit m ment, beciufc it would bedan' 
j> 1 >u-. to the p h nt n goci ition to divulge the fccrets of it, 
t( - p ’•p (■’ of gi iMfving thofe g( ntlcmfcn who have with 
n'ocli /f 1 1 id t trntltiu I'* uquiiid it, and with much labour 
t 1 1 auurrd o i I ify ih ir uqudition. He was not dtter- 

I * b* iK'^V {(t ip >1 (ltd im It ion, or powns of eloquence, 
wh ch th nOt h n u ihK gf niltman Ind difplaycd, fiom 
<i.ipciiwgt rwfunifntsof I'lc pick nt d ly tg unit the un- 
]iill in 1 unce d ii tiin I di-nund niuU t oin llis Ma]efl:y’» 
IVlinii I IS u i tunc when piiv icy w is moil to be di.iiied, tor 
th( ml ai d ii hi ii'tnl ulvintnt ot iht countiy. Hethere- 
fiui 1 It hi di not to d putfiom the eftibhfhcd rules 
luddaunf i t! 11 lu i of Nluiifters, on 1 milaroccal ons; 
fiom ri Ils V hich in wdeft Cunclshul n scr deferted.— 
W Ink he u is K d> to i! )\v ihc gu it I'ulry and poweiful 
clo(]\i(nr( of tilt 1)011(111)1 g iticmin, ht could not help 
ol'i iviig, t’ * it V s fi V ,l i w h th me ft iniiammitory 
d cl n iKii ig inft t’lt C( iidut!l ol t m to\ nom he Ind gi¬ 
ven liu ui I uitijuivicd piuhatiuii. He hid condemned 
tit coi fi ti ct «’i\ n \» 111 is, I 1 the pi ftnt, as on dl 
fimilii occ i(j( ns as d in rcu ’ ^ 1 ul ccntdi kd Aat the 
hioli piisikg (fthisli li, to I novv t> c paiticul irs of this 
m uc ation, vt c wuil dliomt'cin. Hi had illeited, and 
ahold ift iti n it w s, hit n 11 ic ci’-CiP ftince of the caufe 
of oui pdtn* in unc r hid h(tn co nm inicited to the 
floui , in 1 111 inch lilt It oils vicit iiq ; oit d by a train of 
the niJl fil’c IS iigum nts evci iiigcd in that Houfe. 
T h rtfort, il ‘he Houk wis i icl i rd, mil al of moving the 
pifMc isqutft >11, tt> itttnd to i liy i Idtt slothiii under- 

II Hidings, II ft (I ot a gild 1 ■’ddi is to tli ii piftlons, he was 
COI ^ (kilt he flit irfttisf) th mot tli< f ill icv ot thofc afler- 
tions, an 1 il ) ct > iiut th n, hat the quulion fiiit m<wed 
w IS pienatuis indimJioK*" lobe hiought hchrethem. 
Mr. l)undisn vt advt it( d ti neicsei d Ipetchts of His Ma¬ 
lt fty, nunii >1111 g tl iviil I g dl Ini’ aiiccs btiwttn the Ot¬ 
tomans and Rufii ms m 1 ) irtit 1 uly rh^ n ciFige from His 
Ma efts, cornm 111 it n^, tli U thoic diduil nct.s hul ii kn 
to io il liming a i luight, »s to render his m dtifion to tft<<Jl 

'a pt ict anlolutdv i (juiiu , ind to which mt li ttion the 
K’uie had trquicktd. i or thepurpok of giving vigoui and 
efle£l this mediition, the Houfe hid alio agreed, as would 
appear by the pipe i ( n tin t ible, to an increife of our na¬ 
val force, and this mcdulton had been ftated to the Hoi fe as 

It 
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by no means fuccefsful, hat had led to a negociation, which 
the oppofite fide of the Houfe had called upon His Majefty't. 
MimAc-fs to particularize and explaint to which unreafonahle 
and unprecedented requifltion a refuial had been given. This 
refufal was now attempted to he called novel and unconili- 
tutiunalt fubverfive of the privileges of this Houfet and preg¬ 
nant with the muH alarming coniequeiices. Jiut he would 
afk. the honourable gentleman, if an acqui.'fcence with the'** 
demand would not be more novel, more uncoqftitutinhalt 
and more dangeious ? and whether, from a preiP'^nrc difclo- 
fure of the particulars of a luieign neguciatiot%t evil confe* 
quences were not to he dreaikd; and whnlje. it would not 
be ablolutely and completely rending from His Majefty the 
prerogative vefted in him by the conilirution, of making 
peace and war, and negociating with foieign Powers, inde¬ 
pendent of the iiitetference of Patliament > To thefe quef- 
tions the anfwer was evident, and every gi ntleman muft join 
him in the affirmative. Then, if this wcic granted, which 
he was fure it muft, he would afk, if it was an ahufe of the 
confidence of that Houfe, under the preient circumftances, 
to remain filent, and let thoie untimely and prematuie quef- 
tions remain unanivveied^ No! for it muft be evident to 
eveiy man, that by a ptomulgition of the minutiae of the 
prefenc negociatioii, it would not only be an ihufe of the 
confidence of the Houfe, by bttiaying thofe fee rets which 
Mmifters were bound to keep, but would effedl the complete 
overthrow of the negocjation, and he followed up by a fub- 
verfion of the prerogative of the Crown, the coitfequences of 
which would be unfathomable. But there was ftill (omething 
more extraordinary in this d mand, and more dangeious, if 
complied with, in its efFedfs ; for Mmifters wcie not called 
upon fora general and complete ftatemeiit of the negociation, 
but a partial communication of mateiials was required, on 
which the Houfe was partially to decide. Yet, he trufted 
that it requited not from him a fingle argument, to prove the 
danger which would naturally arife fioin acondudl fo replete 
with every thing th.^t muft inevitably inveitall order in the 
prufent and in future negociations; for this was not a quef- 
tioii of war, upon which iuch a demand would be juftly made; 
but this was a queftioii of negociation, to procure, if poffible, 
on honourable and equitable terms, a cefiation of hoftilities, 
and the eftablifhment of tranquillity in Pmrope. And here 
he (hould remark, that, as a queftion of negociatioii, and 
not of war, as it had been trmfmitted by the honourable 
gentleman on the other fide, his right honourable frigfiij^'wha 
had on leveral occafions^ with great credit to himfelf, and 
fatisfaiSlion to his country, and to this Houfe, adling under 
their confidence, proved himielf highly defeiviiig it, was, on 
a the 
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the fcore of policy, as well as of matter of right, entitled to 
totijlidence on the prefent occafioii; and not only a conftitu-< 
tional confidence, but a pcrfonnl confidence. NIr. Pundas 
next adveited to the feveral extra< 5 ls lead by Mr. Sheridan, 
ill fuppoit of his alErtioii of the tight the H lufe had to a 
communication on thefubjedl; which he contended were no 
. way applicable, but related only to infiances where war was 
deSlaied He then teferied to the oMetvarions alfo made by 
Mr..^lv;iida^ on the Spanilh armament, and to which arma- 
. mint he hearty afient, though he now thought pro- 

pei to anaignNusi right honoura* le inend; to which t-bfer- 
varions he replii'^tb.'it he charge of criminality againfi his ' 

right honuuiable friend ought to have been coupled with a 
cliarge againfi himfel', for a change of opinion on that fub- 
jedt, which was now brought forward with the moft reviling 
and intemperate language, without any analogy to the pre¬ 
fent qmfiion, or with a finglc argument to fupport it* He 
contended againfi the dangeious elfedls of divulging the par¬ 
ticulars of a II goci'tion, which, hefaid, was the real quef- 
tion before the Houfe, and not a qiiefiion of war; and he 
concluded with giving his afient to die motion for the pre¬ 
vious que ion. 

Mr. Hairijon faid, that the fyftem alluded to fo much, ap- 
peart d to him to be a fyftem of (klufion, and that it threaten- ^arrifai^ 
cd to involve us in all the calamities and expenccs of a Ucr*' 
man war. 

The Houfe divided on the previous queftion ; 

Ayes, that Mr. Clrey’s motion be now put, 172 
Noes - - - 252 

Majority for the previous quefilon - 80 

When the Houie wasrefumed, Mr. Grey moved his firing 
of refolutions fiver ally. 

Mr. fox charged the Minifier with duplicity and decep- Mr. Fox. 
tion, in having, in the fpeeches from the Throne, ftated that 
Hts Majcfiy had the firongeft afiairances of amity and peace, 
when the events vhicli followed proved the contrary. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt anfwered, tliat no rude words ad- Mr. ^ufT* 
drefied to him by the right honourable gentleman, Ihould pre¬ 
vent him from calmly declaring, that when His Majefty 
fiated to the Houfe, in bis fpeeches from the throne, that he 
had received the moft amicable alTurances of their good will, 
fuch had been the language of the feveral Courts; and if any 
of them had fince thought proper to take umbrage at any 
part of Hie Majefty’s mcafuies, tha^^did not affed the vali¬ 
dity of the afiertions at the moment, that the fadl hadL been 
communicated by His Majcfiy to Parliament. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

VoL. XXIX. X The 
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The following is a Corre^ Lift of the MINORITY on Mr. GreyV 

Motion. 


Bedfotdpi’re, 

Earl of Up^ier Oflury, 

Hon. St. Andtew St. John. 

htdjmd^ "Tvwn of, 
William CoHioun, 

Samuel Whitbread, iun. 

Bci kjhn t\ 

inchcorobe Henry Hailley 
iShtngdon 

Edward Lovcden Loveden. 

Ch fVyC/fnbc* 

Earl of Wy com I c. 

Sir John Jervis, K. 1>. 

AyUJLaty, 

Geriard Lake. 

MarlviO, • 

William Lee A.’tome. 

fVmivior, 

John Barker Church. 

(^bejhtr^, 

John Crewe. 

Cornwall, 

Sir William Lemon, Bart. 

Lo %i.efoH. 

Lt.Gen. Sir Henry Clinton, K.B. 
Bodmyn, 

Roger Wilbraham, 

Sir John Morihead, Bart. 

Heljlon. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot, Bart. 

Camejford, 

James Maepherion. 

St, MichtuU 

I 5 !ivid Howell. 

lliewport, 

Vifeount Fielding, 

Charles Rainsford. 

Cumberland^ County ef. 

Sir Henry Fletcher, Bart. 

Ca» life, 

Wjlfon BraddylL 
John Chriftian <^rwen. 

CoekermvHth* 

John Aoftnither. 


Dcrbvjhire, 

Edwatd Miller Mundy. 

Derby Town, 

Lord Geotge A. H. Qavendi/B, 
Edward Coke. i ^ ^ 
Oakhampttii, * 

Lieut. Colonel Sr.i^cger. 

ck. 

Right hon. Col 1 itrpatiick. 

Loid }oltii Ruflcll. 

llACur, 

Lnn s huller. 

Jjorfifue, 

Fiancfs John Browne, 

DottJ fit, 

lion. Oiroige Darner. 

Kttdj ort, 

Charles Sturt. 

fTartham, 

T.ord Robert Spencer. 

(general Richard braith. 

P.oU, 

Michael Angelo Taylor. 

Dutham Countf 
Ralph Milbnnk**. 

Durham City, 

John Tempeft. 

Wm. Henry Lambton. 

Bizalry, 

John Iiaiton. 

Knurejbotough. 

Vifeount Duncannou. 

James Hare. 

Mahon, 

Rc. hon. Edmund Burke. 

William Weddell. 

Bichnumd, 

Earl of Inchiqbin, K. P. 

Lawrence Dundas. 

Ripon, 

William Laurence. *' 

Thttjh, 

Robert Vytier. 
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1 orh. 

•Sir W. M. Milner, Bart. 

Richard S. Milnes. 

Hythe» 

William Evelyn. 

Clement Taylor. 

" n . ('ounty pf. 

Joliir Dullo/k. 

'• .^y Malden* 

Charles CaH:? VV ellcrn, 
7 ‘^'iydbury, 

James Martin. • 

H.-icfurdpiv* 

Sir Gcoipf’ Coiiiew.ill, Bart# 

III ttfoi d. City of* 

]ohn Scudamore, 

James V. .thvyn. 

diet if 01 djhirc* 

\\ illiam Plumei, 

W illiam Baker. 

llei tfoi d Toixn, 

Baron Dimfdale. 

Huntingdon0311 :* 

Earl Ludlow. 

Huntingdon. 

Hsnrv SiKed. . 

John W illct Payne, a Captah\ in 
the Royal navy. 

St. jHhans, 

Hon. Richard Bingham. 

Rochfjttr* 

Ctcorge Peft. 

Lancaftnre^ County of* 
Thomas Stanley, coufin to the 
Earl of Derby. 

Lancajlcr* 

Sir George Warren, K. B, 

Pi cjion* 

The right hon, John Rurgoyne, a 
Lieutenant General of His Ma- 
jtlly’s Forces, and Colonel of 
the 4th regiment of foot. 
Livetpool* 

Banaftre Tatleton, a Lieutenant 
Colonel in the army. 

PVigan, 

John Cotes. 

Orlando Bridgeman* 


CUthenw* 

Sir John Aubrey, Bart. LL. D. 

Newton* 

Thomas Peter Legb. 

LeicefliTi Toivn of* 

I homas Boothby Paikins, eMeft 
fon of Sir T homas Parkins, Bt. 

F. R. S. and A. S 
Lincolnfhhe* 

Charles Anderlon Pelham. 

Sir John Thorold, Bart. 

JUJlon* 

Sir Peter Burrell, Bart. 

Cl7 e*.t Gt mfiy* 

John Harrifon. 

Dudley North. 

Middhfex* 

George Byng. 

iViflmlnfler* 

The right hon. Charles James Fox. 
London* 

John Sawbridge, Alderman of this 
city, and Colonel of tlie Kent 
militia. 

Norfolk^ County of* 

Thomas William’Coke. 

Kin^s Lynn. 

Hon. Horatio Walpole, eldeft fon 
of Lord Walpole. 

Tarntouth, Norfolk. 

Right hon. Charles Townlhend. 

Thetferd* 

Jofeph Randy 11 Burch. 

Norwich* 

Rt. hon. William Windham. 

Northamptonjhirc, 

Thomas Powys. 

Narthamptont Tto/wnof, 

Hon. Edward Bouverie. 

Peterborough^ City of* 

Hon. Lionel Darner, youngeft fon 
of Lord Milton. 

Richard Benyon. 

Higham Ferrers, 

John Lee. 

Northumberland^ County of. 

Sir William Middleton^ Bart. 
Charles Grey. 

Newetf/lli 
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KeweaJlU upon Tym, Yarmouth, Ilanis, 

tSir Matthew W. Ridley, Bt. Jervoife Clerk Jervoife. 

Berwkk upon ^weed. Sir John Heming Leicefter, Bt. 

Hon. John Vaughan, hi other to Whitchurch, 

the Earl of ‘ ilburiie, a l.ieut. Vifcount Middleton, 

General, Cjovernor of Berwick, Pttersfitld. 

and Col. of the 46th regiment Marquis of Titchfield, eldeft fon of 
of foot. the Duke of Portland. 

Nottmgham/hire, illiatn Jolifte. ^ 

Charles Pierre nnt. htodbridget• 

ho tinjiam* Major John Scott. 

Daniel Parker Coke. JohnCator. ' 

Banbury, Btajfotd, 

Lord North, fon to the Earl of Richard Bi infley Sheridan. 


Guild ord 

Rut emd^ire, 

Gerard Noel hdwdids. 

hhtjijbury, 

William Pnltt-ney. 

Lud ow. 

Lord Clive 

Bt tdgrn't th. 

Thomas W hiimnu. 

fVctJoik. 

Sf Henry Bii geunn, Bait. 
Cecil Forrefier. 

BtJ/ op*Cafile. 

Wm. Clive, ui de to Lord Clive. 
Ikhejlcr. 

John Harcourt. 

Samuel Long. 

Totnefs, 

William Powlett Powlctt. 
Brtjtol, 

Lord Sheffield 

WiHcheJier * 

Henry Fenton, Letter Carrier to 
his Majefty. 

P'rtfmouth 


Tamwot th, 

John Courtenay. 

Litchfield, 

Thomas Anfcn. 

Suffolk, County of, 
SirThomas Charles Buiibury, Bart« 
Jpfwich, 

Sir John I’adley IPOyley, Bart. 

Dunwich, 

Joihua Vann'ck. 

Oi foi d, 

Vifi'^unt Beauchamp, eldeft fon 
of th« Eail ol Hertford. 

Hon. Willi tm Seymour Conway, 
/ildl n ON oh, Suffolk, 

Lord Orev, bon of the Earl of 
Stamford. 

Hon. Thomas Grenville, next 
Brother to the Marquis of Buck¬ 
ingham. 

Sudbury, 

John Cox Hippifley, LL.D. Re¬ 
corder of this Borough. 

Thos. Champ Cref^igny, LL.D. 
St. EdmuniPs Duty, 

Sir Harry Fetherllonbaugh, Bart. Sir Charles Uavers, Bart. 

Hon. Thomas Erfkine, brot' < r to Surny, County of, 

the Earl of Budian, and Attor Lord Willum Rulfel. 
nev General to the Prince of Gatton, 

Wales. William Cuirie. 

Newport, Hantt. John Nefbit, 

Vi'eount Palmerfton, LL.D. • Bhtchtngky. 

Vilcount Melbourne, Gentleman Philip Francis, 
of the Bedchamber to the Prince 

%i Wales. Byegaitt 
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Ryegate, 

Hon. John Summeis Cocks, eldeft 
fon of Lord Summers. 

SiJJlxf County of. 

Ut. hon. 1 homas Pelham, eldeft 
fon of Lord Pelhim. 

Horjham, 

Timothy Shelley. 

♦ Midhurfl. 

Hon. Pufcv Chailes Windhatn. 
Hon. Charic? Wm. ^Vindham. 

Steynii^gy SuJJexm 
James Martin Lloyd. 

A undtL 
Henry Howard. 

Leufcu 

Thomas Kemp. 

//<» wicljhire. 

Sir George AucuiL. Wm. Shuck- 
burgh, Bart. F. R. S. 

New Sat um, 

William Hufley. 

( / ippenham, 

Jamcci Dawkins. 

IVooiton ha fit, 

M./ 

Vifcount Downe. 

IVoi cejit tJhn e, 

Hon. Edward holey. 

Dro twnh, 

Hon. Andrew 1 oley. 

L ji/ham, 

Thomas Thoinpion. 

Sandwteh, 

Sir Horace Mann, ^art. 

Drver, 

John Trevannion. 


Cardigan, 

John Cambell. 

Carmarthen, 

J. G. Philips. 

Denb ghjh re, 

Robert Watkin vVjnnp, 

FUnt/hue. 

Sir Roger Moltyoi Bart. 

Montgomeryjhite, 

William Owen. 

J\dontgomety, Fown of, 

'Wi hitched k'^ne, brot’iei-in lair 
to the Farl of Dartmouth. 

Pembt oktj/ure. 

Lord Miliotd. 

PimbroLfy fCoKinof. 

Hugh Bailow. 

Caithnefjhlre, 

Sir John Sinclair, Bart. 

Rinfiiwfhite, 

John Shaw Stuart. 

Sttrlingjhire, 

Sir Thomas Dundas, Bart, brother 
in law to Earl >irzwilliam. 
Judbitrgh, Haddington, t^e. 
Hon. 1 horn is Maitland, Btother 
to the 1 arl of Lauderdale, 
Peebliiy Lanetcky^^c, 

\\ illiam (jiieve 

Dumpt esy SanquhoTy fcfr. 
Patnek Miller, jun. 


Sir f. St Clair Erikine,Br. 
William Adam, 



^The fdlcwing Mimbits palted off. 


John Webh with the Marquis of Blandford. 

The Fail of Lilburne with Philip Metcalf. 

Richard Pecktoid with lho<nas Gilbert. 

Hans S’oan with Nathaniel Dance. 

The Earl of Burford with Whlliam Wilbeiforce. 

Sir Whlltatn Codrington with John Fownes Luttrell. 


fftimjday^ 
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isl^ 

JVi.dnefiay^ l^th Jprtlj 

No material debate occun&d. 

7 / ut Ida , 14/A jfpt lU 

Sir Gi’hsrt Illiot, from thi. SeL£i Committee, whq werq 
appointed TO try and lertr'-iine the mtn^s of the pvtition of 
the honounble CropLy 41 hley ; and a!i j, th** petitionot tltt 
levelal p^Ho \Aholt. n lines ate thirv^niito lub»«.nb J, on be- 
hall of themfehes an! others, tl 601 s of the l»?/t 5 ugh of 
Doichdl r, in the county of Doi It t, le\cnljt^t mpl lining 
of in undue elcdion and ictoin fui the f i.d bo;ouJi, informed 
the Hauh, 

Thit, purfinnt to the lift dete*'m ni'-ioi of th" Ho He of 
Common'!, the nj i tt elr tmg ! uigdl s to k vt in Piiha- 
nicnt fo’’th boiuiic;'i of Ivoich liti, 111 tl coa itv of Hoi- 
fit, IS in tl iih*bi*'Mts oi th liil bo*'o igh, j to 

church and pool, in reipt1tf» cir p^*-! >.ial c i* , ai 1 iq 
luch ptilo s i> pov to chuich and poor, in relpeifl« f thta 
Jtalellitcs, witl IP the li d oorough, tho ig 1 net 1 ihibiimts 
01 occ jpieis, and although thur imik^ do not app».ri upon 
tlie poor’s rate; 

That iht honounlde Georsjt Daiiiei 1 no* duly t! ifed 0 
Purged to 1-rvc m tl is uu 1 nt Po li n u* loi tin, Lorough ot 
Dorchefter, m th.- com tv t»f Doilct, 

T h It the hono i ah’ C opL f ^llilc>, the p tit oner, ought 
to have hctn t(-tu-i cd i ’urgeis to lerve m this pielcnt Par 
liament fo** tlie 1 iid boi ugh t f Ooten ftn ; 

And th it the (ai 1 honoui ibL Cioplcy AiMev is duly elcif- 
ed 1 Purgrl«! to lent in tin- piJuit Paxhunent foi the laid 
borough ot D Mt hf Iki. 

lac lloufe udjoiiti J. 

7 ; da , 15/A y^pul, 

Mr. Ibomas Miftei, tiom the 'oeled Comm ttee, who 
were appointf d to ti v ind deter nine the merits ot the petition 
of fohn Diummond, inJ Robeit Druiiimoiul, Fkjuires ; and 
alio the petition of tlu I vcnl pet Ions whole names aicthere> 
nnlo fnbfcnbed, being Jtgil tleiftors ot Memheis to lei vein 
Virliamenl tor the boroueh of T udgerftnll, in the county ot 
Wiltv, fcvenllv compl lining ot an undue election and return 
for the faid hoiough, informed the Houfe, 

That, puifuant to the laft dctei mi nation of the Houfe of 
Commons, the i ight of voting toi Members of Parlnment 
for the borough of Ludgarfhall, is in fuch peifoiiswho have 
any erttte of inheritance, or freehold, or Icafehold, deter¬ 
minable upon life or liveS| within the borough, not confined 

to 
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to entire ancient houfes, or the entire fcites of ancient houfesy 
within the borough; 

That George Auguftus Selwyn, Efq. deceafed, was duly 
eleded a Burgefs to ferve in this prefent Patliament for the 
borough of Ludgt.Hhall, in the county of Wilts; 

And that the honourable William Harboard in duly ele£led 
a Burgefs to ferve in this prefent Parliament for the fai J bj> 
rough of Ludgurftiall. 



Mr Baler ohferved, that n** the queftion, wliether it was Mr Baker 
politic 01 ill judged to turn our arms again/! Ru/Tia, had 
undergone af. omple inve/ligalion, on one fide of the lloufe, 
it remained foi^ him only to prefs the points of the former 
motions, and colleiS the featrored pairs of the argument into 
one gcneiul view, in order to vindicate the privihg's of the 
liouie, and clfablifh their right of inquiry i to allolijecl for 
which a fupply might he required. 'J’his right of inquiry, as 
connciSled with their power of gianting lupplies, it hfcame 
incuml>ent upon them, from th^'ii- duty to the'i confliiuent% 
to watch with a jealous eye, and in no inftance in which this 
was concerned, to allow their attention to he icmittcd, or 
their vigilance to be lulled aflctp. In the citcumffances of 
the prrfcnt orcafion, there was nothing pciluT|is to excite 
jealoufy: a mediation was going on; an armament was re- 
^[uircil; in ail this there was nothing extraoidinary, if we had 
been informed what w'as the object fought by the mediation9 
and what the purpofes to which it was propofed that the ar¬ 
mament fliould l>e direfled. It was. not the rircumAancct 
taken by theml<*lves, but the conduifl which Miuifters chofe 
to adopt on the occafion, that a/Fotded groud of alarm and 
jealoufy. All the information to bo procuied, was what had 
been given in the me/Tagc. The addn fs w’as meiely its echo. 

Two ohjedts were there Rated, for which an addition to the 
tiaval force was dccin.d neceflary, in order to promote the in- 
terefts of this country, and e/lahlidi, upon a permanent foot¬ 
ing, the general tranquillity of Europe. The mediation, it 
might be fuppofed, was condmTted w’itli the fame view, and 
in conjuniElion with other allies. But it certainly took away 
much from its authority ns a mediation, that it had not been 
afked, but offered; we had not been folicited to employ our 
arbitration; we had chofen to interpofe our intcifeicnee. 

The treaties which we had f irmed with thofe allies, with 
whom we were concerned in tliis mediation, were merely de- 
fenfive. Its obje< 5 l might be fuppofed to bring about a pc ice 
Itetwe^n Ruffiaandthe Porte; anobjefi which, as it did not 
the interefts of this country, might not be conceived 
to require, on our part, any adlive or immediate intcrpofi- 
tion* He might almcil content himfelf with renewing the 
X motion* 
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* motions which had been made by his honourable friend during 
the former debate, as the arguments by' which they had been 
fupported remaint^ yet unrefuted, and thofe who had chofen 
to oppofe them^ were either not willing or unable to Hate 
any folid grounds of objedion. But as reprefcntatives, who 
had fo recently come from the people, and were entruAed. 
with the charge of exprelBng their fentiments, it became them 
fully to difcufs all meafures of executive power, and parti* 
cularly'to enquire into thofe which might tend to involve 
their conAituents in any additional butden and expeiice. At 
the period of the convention with Spain, we were not ap* 
prtied of any negociation pending, which war^at alHikely to 
endanger the tranquillity of the country. No informa ion 
had yet been given of the obje£l of the ai mament, or the par-* 
ticular intereAs of the count y, which it was intended to 
promote. Few arguments had been advanced on th^ ocher 
Ade of the Houfc, to get rid of the plea in fupp rt of the 
motions. It had been contended that the prefent conduk.t of 
MiniAers was in conformity to the courfe of former p’occed- 
ings, and that fupplies had frequently been granted, without 
any information of the objedl in view, or the purpofes to 
which they were applied. This could only be anlwired by 
denying the fa^. It was not true that lupnlles had been 
granted,without information; on eveiy demand of fupply, 
information had been given, in many cales fpecifically, but 
in all fubAantially. The prefent caft was entirely new md un¬ 
exampled ; and it became the reprefentatives of tlujie^ple to 
oppofe a conduiH fo novel and unprecedented, which feemed 
to lead to a roeafure fo univerfally difcbimed, and loudly re- . 
probated, «•> a war with RuAla. The Public had now begun 
to think ferioufly; their Atuation was very diAeient from 
what it had been in a former Parliament, when he had oc- 
caAon to make a motion ; then their numbers were every day 
dtminiAiing, bur even then they had Aood Arm in fupport of 
a great and conAitutional point. N >w their numbers were 
increaAng, and would increafe; motions would be brought 
forward in diAerent Aupes, till MmiAers became forced to 
' abandon a fyAem fo odious in itielf, and pregnant in its con- 
fequences with mifchief to the country, by difcovermg that 
their majority was converted into a minority. In concluAon, 
Mr Baker moved, 

« That it is at all times the right and duty of this Houfe, 
** before they confent to lay any burdens on their conAi- 
tuents, to enquire into the juAice and necelAty of the ob- 
** iefls, in the profecution of which fuch burdens are* to be 
incurred.” 

** That no information has been given to this Houfe, which 
can fatisfy us that the expences to be incurred by the pre- 

** fent 
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** fent aftnameiit arenecdfary to fupportthe intereft ofthefe 

kingdoms, or will contribute to the great and important 
** objeA of reftoring the tranquillity of Europe on a fecure 
** and lafting foundation.” 

Mr. St, John obfervod, that he could not avoid availing Mr. 
himfelf, while he fecoiuled the motion of his honourable St. John, 
friend, of the oppoi tunity which prefented itlelf for proteft- 
ing againfl; the confcqiunces of the country being invotved in 
an unnecefTary and unjuft war; and ngjiiift the do6tiinc laid 
down of implicit confidence, and the poiirion with which it 
had been accompanied, that it \iyas evui criminal in the Houfe 
to oppofe It. Had this doctrine fallen fioin only one Mein> 
her, he Hiould ha'ccon'id ted it as n matter of (eiinus alarm 
and jcaloiiiv tothelh'ufe; bnt whtn i' had Inen taken up, 
when It h.id h’‘ii a\ >v\td, aiid uptatvd hy ft veral peilons in 
office, he confuK•»d It at> rheir doty to vindicate their own 
privileges, and alfert tin ir tight of incjtiiry, in dilpoling of 
the money of I* i ir conilitueiUs. In iuppoit of the pra6fice 
of dem Hiding hipplu s vi itln ut infoiination, it had been ilat- 
ed, that fueli had luen the iinifi>im ctniife of proceeding — 
PreetdetUi liad been attempted to he bt ought; hut inilead of 
being paiticulail/ eniimeiated, they had only been loosely 
mentiontd. 'Ihele pii c» di nts vieie diavvii from tlnjreigns 
of^Jeorge I. and Cjutg' 11 , hiir ai. a pioofif the nature of 
tlu* blind ccnfi » nee *vkich tbolt-gfinl* men i“commended, 
gentl* in *n would pi ale to obli'i\e, that the precidents at thoie 
periods went dijei 51 ly to uveitiiin thcii own aigiiment. Here 
Mr. St. John quotid levelal precedeiils fioin the reign of 
George I. to prove th.it that Monatch, in Irs demand of 
fupplies, had always informrd the Houfe of the object to 
which It was propokd to apply them; .ind m order that their 
means of infoim..iion might he more complete, had ordered 
to belaid upon the t.^tl)le copies of the Ittieis of the Miniflers 
abroad, and hkf wile of ticaties; and this had h.'ippened in 
the cafe of thofp vei y prttedcnts on which the moll ftrefs had 
been placed. “1 he incirige limply A ited the want of fuccefs 
of His MajeAy*s mediation, and demanded an addition to the 
naval force. In any demand wliicli involved a grant of fup- 
plies, it became tlie duty of the I loufe to enquire into the 
occafion which rendeied thefe fupplies necelTary, and the 
purpoles to which tluy wr re meant to he .applied, as it be¬ 
came the duty of MiniAers to allotd the neceflary informa¬ 
tion. No intimation had befoie lu‘eii given of any probabi- 
liiv of ab interruption to tranquillity. Even tlve perfons 
again A whom the force was to he dire^ed were not Aated. If 
it wis our real intereA to join with the Turks againA RuAia, 
it muA appear rather Arange, that the late King of Pruffia 
had paid the Lmprefs of RuAla a fubAdy, in order to check 

Voi,. XXIX. y thft 
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the progrefs of the Tuiks, and that (he was 4 heii much 
nearer Conftantinople than {he is at pr&fent, without exciting 
any jeatoufy on our part. Minilters appeared to have plumed 
themfelves upon the economy o^ difarming; but» from the 
jieceility of pi^paiing a frelh aimamenr, tins economy inufi; 
now turn to fmall account. '1 he hardiliip of prefling with 
which It was attended, liad lecuine an tvil feiioully to be 
legKttLd. The deiangement of the Linptcis of Rulha’s 
finances, might incl.ne us to htiieve that ihe wuuld not be 
long able to liold out; but wo jld not the inf imation of lome 
recent circi inilanLes 111 this counti y, nulute her, with equal 
reafon, to fuiin the fame couclufion with tefpeeSf to us' Mr. 
bt. John, alluding to thw icheine of appropiiating the uii- 
cKiimed Hank divi 1 < nds, quot d the linto of a pout, addreiTed 
Co Charles 11 . on a li nilar m::afure : 

“ Robbing tlie Bink, in t!n.e, was only great. 

But, in tome people, it had been a ch at.” 

Spec'oufly had it been contended, t! it v.c fhouM gain a fuf- 
iicient atonemei t f(ii thefatiific* of vti tiade v ith Rufha, by 
a new commercial inttrcouiL v. r >1 I'ol m 1 . But even flip* 
piling t1u» intticouifb to b^ a was ffited, yet 

as i^mufl be earned on tliiou ^ i tb^ n d u n of othei hands. 
It would necttlhiilv be proliulue rf k<s adviiit ige. Not 
was It perhaps a late niinciple m com ii *rce, to laciiiice the 
ciitamt^ of (JtibliiiKd liadt. to tiie ni.ie piobability of a 
trade in Ipcciilation. 

Mi. congiatulated the honfe on tho oppofition 

which a lirge ini loiit/ hul gueii to a meaiun hiought for- 
w.ud entiicly Vv tlio it gro md, ind wiMi >Lit rralon. Me was 
ro IS need, tint while chcloisa d expincc weicceitain, the 
adsantages wcie mii -ly fpecul ilis t', nay, wliolly chimerical. 
'1 hey de|)ended on a tiaiii of ptobalulitK , and were the one 
to fail, they moll all he delhc)ed,* '1 he progrefs of the 
ranmefs of Ruflia, and the probability of her obtaining pof- 
iiflion of Conflantinople, wcie mentioned as objects of alarm 
and danger. It was, perhaps, difficult to perceive what we 
could have to dread on this quarter. Poffieffi d alieady of an 
<xt«nt of territoiy thinly peopled, little was to be appre- 
hmdedfiom i mere extenhon of tenitonal dominion. If 
the objcdl of her conqueils was the improvement of com¬ 
merce, the advantage from the didmguiflied rank which it 
holds in every fpecies of art and mdullry, mufl ultimately 
accrue to this country. To Miniflers he would not addrefs 
himfelf; they had already formed their opinions, and to 
{peak to them he knew would be in vain. But he would ad¬ 
drefs himfelf to the country gentlemen; he would mtreat 
them not to involve tiie country, at the prefent peilod, wlien 

It 
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t is fo diftrefl^ in its refourceS} in a war. of which they 

* knew nothing. The refources, of which thecountiy might 

^ Aill be capible, he knew were indeed great; but he inticated 

them not to lavifli thofe refources unworthily, or leaw their 
pofterlty to feel the confc<jaences of their prelcnt mifcondufl. 

He might be wrong, but difintereAed, and fiee from any in¬ 
fluence; he had foiined his opinion from the mofl: attentive 
and delibeiate confideration, and if on fuch a fubjfdl it was 
ill founded, he mufldiiclum all pretenfions to common (enfe. 

He confidered the conftitution, nay, the very txiilence of 

• thf country, as inteiefttd in the iiTue of this quellion. It 
was to decide what wtie the piivileges of tht 1 Joule, and 
what the confidenc^ duo to Miniflers. 11 there was any 
good piinciple, which had been adopted in a late levolution, 
oi which was deltrving to become an univerfal rocjuhtinn, it 
was that war fliould not he made from any motive, exce, t 
foi lelf-defence He hoped tint it was not ha/arding too 
much, to afieit that this wis not an ago when Minifttis, o. 

Kings* favourites oi Kings’ milbcflts, oi the iniflirfles ct 
Miniftirs, (nobody would luppofe that he intended any im¬ 
putation on the light honourable gentleman on the olh^'r 
iide) could make a war mtielj for their own will aiid pki- 
furc. That age was now pifl, aid he tinflcd thit this 
countiy would n**\erengape in a wai. fiom hliiul conhdertc 
in a Miniller, vvithcut either an inquiry into its ohj Cl,«ri i 
diliulfion of Its conlequcnccs. 

Mr. Catew having premifed that he ni**mt to move Mt.R.P. 
the previous quellion, as the motions now in ul IHteJ tht Caitw 
fame ptopofal, as thole which hid been In ought forward m 
the lall debate, only exprtflld in a diftcrcnt 1 nn, added, that 
It was intntioned in His M i]cflv’s fjieeth, tnitn rociations 
w'^ie going on to provide foi the corapleit dl hlifhment of 
tranquillity in Europe. J’ut, in confcqiKiicf of the afpuiM of 
all urs, a part ot the armament h id been retaiiud, lo th it thus 
the preparations of the»prefent ciifis were in lome digree an¬ 
ticipated. In a defenlivt alliance, the interell of the parties 
was, III his opinion, clokly cennefled even in thofe lefpcJIs 
which were not exprcflly ftipulated by tieaty. ** 

Mr. Elliot contended, that it a crifis like the prefent, in- Mr, 
quiry was to be poftponed, till it could be gratified wi^h LUiot, 
more propriety, home fupphes had already pievioully h en 
granted for an armament. The total ignorance m w Inch gen¬ 
tlemen on the other fide profefled themfeives to be with le- 
gard to the prefent bufinels, ought to have convinced them 
that the peijod of difcuflion was not come; and that more in¬ 
formation was necelTary, befoie they could be qualified to 
make it the fubjefl of debate. On this account, he would 
fecond the motion for the previous quellion. It appeared to 

y a be 
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be the ohje£!; of the motions to pnt an end to the war. To 
this point, thofe who had moved and (oronded them fcemed to 
have diredlcd tnen aigumcnts. HuL if there was any branch 
of authentYprculinly \eitcd in thf pierogative, it vi as tint 
of mnk pg At'i and p( ice IhitJie they had come forward 
with then inquiiifs, tin v P ouM lint hten convinced, that 
tho^ei tjinits wtie *Winecefl ly By not moving t r 
the dtcumt it** t f I'le net,' cia'^ion, thev hul indntitcd a leii t, 
tint th s w N lu t vti il i time to h (r h d with rtg rc' to tlie 
ververtun It mas winch friuv d tht ol > of their inquiiy 
I he only dcv.1 n (nt towhcl tUvttuidlnvi ucourfe, was 
the Ruffian IV'emom*, wl ch, as fioin evidtnr n)o*^iV( s, t 
wouldictt il to »t prt It nt il e I uhnels in ih niolL fivnuiahlp 
point of View for t n 1 di coi *d not lu produced is an cvi- 
ddice, noi th I M ihd opii ts niutnriit'. 

N'r, An t ’ i ieinnkt.d, th it ihet’ "A t f il s motion 

ftruthcr did not at ill ill <51 the piti<, u ve It w is i i ingf icifjii 
which hid htc i illig le 1 v nv th v fi oi * 1 c i t 1 i ip' s, h - 
CJule to mile w n is the pif ifg ttive of il c h i< a n Ihtv^- 
ly convei le of the mop fiiitiipicv ultd, it w I cciuft it is 
the pie rgitive if tlie C icwn to in ke w r, '1 it we are not 
to gnnt fu} p i s. It w IS to optiatt as 1 thttk cnthatpie- 
rop itivc, that the power of pi ntin^ fu, 1 1 e, vv is phttd in 
our hinds 1 e woild gniit, indiid, with the honourable 
gentl^pim.llnttl ty w re,ient(511\ ignorint of cvtivcircum- 
fi-i, Cl whitli 1 id II fu I c d the ct ni ui^t of Mim his on the 
prtfent occiloii J ut ht w's fn fioni dc ining this igno- 
iince in i cimcit lor i ,i rinl conhdfnce, till Minifferl 
flould chu 10 ifloid tl t lie ns of infotmatiri. toi his 
part, he I'ad mcoiccptici o( dr puis of conHihnce; he ei¬ 
ther ga\e h s c 1 In cna impl ci h, ir not it all. But, be¬ 
fore any Min ncr fhouhl il tain 1 rr i h( •‘x le, he muft firft 
ftite upon »vlnt r < ui tls r is nqun i, ml how it can he 
given conftitu unilly. \nd he mi ft I f i petlon to whom 
that conhdtnce cm he ronimi ted with f cunty. A degiee 
of co''flde*’ce was now n quit id, wh ch hid never been claim¬ 
ed on my i i inr r oct ifion A mof ir n of i enlure is propofed. 
‘Ihe MiniOti I’ctsni t emit t w nd togivf avotein favour 
of his own m<afu*f , ht Tn i ' fioii that approbation, 
which IS only to b- purchihd hv p \iois inquiry; he fs 
afhamed of himfelf, and ifraid rf th coiiiequencts of his 
condudl; he dins not even linflior himlelf with his own 
voice. He ilecl r es to mwt the motion, which he fhould 
have ch illenged, ind in order to get ml of i difeuffion whicli 
he found himfelf unable to fuppor% moved the pre\ ions qnef- 
tion. The fecrefy, which w as neceflary to he ohTerved dur¬ 
ing a pending negotiation, had been repeatidly urged by the 
advocates of confidence. The fecrets of a pending ni^ociation 

were 
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were not now aiked to be difcoverad. It was onty wtlhed to 
be afcertained what they were ngociating about; what was 
the obje(^ of the negociation, not what wete the means by 
which that obje(5l was purfued. With regard to means, it 
was always neceflary to employ confidence. 11 that was 
now required to be known was whether it was an obje£l which 
was really entitled to a lacrifice of blood an < treafure. A 
vague idea had been thrown out of d ngcr ficm the Noith. 
liut why was it not flated what the danger ivas, ftom what 
qunitcr, or in what mode it was to he appithended? Thus we 
Ihould be enabled to afcertjin how far it was f'lni'dabld, what 
were the heft m ans of guarding againft 1 % and w ith whit le* 
fources Minifters ftiouid be fuiinfhed in order to avert it.— 
The demandsot Iluftia in tin lugncintion 1 ad not been ftated, 
fothat we did not l^now how tai thefe inigiit he moderate and 
pacific. 1 \ e Miniftcr hrd in h s dilpote with Spain purfued 
a difil'itnt line rf condufl. fie had fiift ftated the injury, 
and then the clainT: winch l.ad I ten formed. W hy then 
weienot the claims of Ruflla ftated eponthe pielent occafion^ 
Whatever was the nfult, whether peaci* or war, wt inould 
find it difticuh 10 exti'cate ouilth.vs with cieditai d {'•fety 
from thefyflem, in which w"* wtie at pit'ent engaged. The 
principle on which we ftcmtd to Invt pKceideu wai to pr''- 
feive eveiy thing in Luiopc on is ;m< lent fot»l'ng. The of¬ 
fence which we had gntn and t< t drg’id wli ch v’e had 
created, by the adoption of tin'piinciple, ana hy^vi con- 
fequent conduift, had injured our iPt'M ft'-mueh rio’c .tall 
the courts of Fuioi than tluy couUl p ni'ily he htp* iittd by 
any advantage which w'l could it ipi'iom the piogn Is fi our 
arms, or the infliunci ot our nigori ,tioi s. It h.’il i»ren al- 
ledged, that cnnt.ecrc' isas d* c tr> r’li- Miipf’er, on .'cccunt 
of having been loli.cce<‘-ful. His Ma’i fiVj m a foimer.Speech, 
had informed the Houk, tint it w.»‘ I 1 wifti to preitnt the 
exteniion ofhoftilities abroad, but at the lame time he ai- 
fured them, that this country had nothing to dread from 
that quarter. Hf af'et wards informed them, that he had fuc- 
ceeded in his objefl of preventing the extenfion of hoftilitus. 
Strange it was, that at a time when 'I urkey teas attacked hy 
Ciermany, furrounded bv Ruilia, at a tiaic when IJelg.ad.^ 
and Bender were taken, there ftiouJd, then, have been lieaid 
no word of aflifting the Turks againft thefe powerful combined 
foes, of fupporting them under luch circumftances of exigency 
and diftrefs. During thefe two years, in which we have 
been receiving afluraiices fiom His Majefty of the pacific ai- 
pe£f of our aft'airs abroad, Oczakuw has been in the hands 
of the Ruftians. But the moft remarkable circumftance is, 
that His Majefty in his fpeech upon the diftblution of laft Par¬ 
liament, did not mention a word about the ftate of affairs in 

Europe. 
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* Europe. He recolledled aninftance of a fimibrllne of con> 
du 6 l to that whfch the Miniiler had adopted in this country 
having hcen purfued in Spain, 'rhe Rpanifli Minifter in 
1734 had chofen to And a pretext for a quarrel with the J2m- 
peror of Ciennany, on account othis p ri’poiul< rante in Poland; 
a circumAance, winch is always at hand to juiiify any dif- 
pute. Other Power* had, foi two years, hci.-n puhliHiing 
ipanifcAo*!, during whic’' the Line, of ‘•pain leinained filent. 
His MiniAei, in ordei to .account for thi'. lilencc, faid, that 
it fpokq his n dign.atioii is pointedly as the moft Molent mani- 
feftos. Upon the fame piinciple thf Mimller would juftify 
the filence of Ihs Maj 11 ), and, duiihtlel*, he muft lx* .iIloo^Uvl 
to have been indigna it, fo fa: .is filence is the tell of iiidig- 
nation. 'I'lic manih llo ol the t panifli ivliniAer, notwith- 
ftanding the ingtninty of the lealoning, w.is treated with 
conte ,->11 by ihi'. Houle, as the meflage of our Minificr 
wolI . i>e by all the othti couits of Lurope. The demand of 
conhue .,e m ght appeal lather ftrange, when the ncceflity 
of that confidence had arilen fiom the piaiSlice of a fyflem of 
decepti Jii upo.i i!i^ I' lligcrcnt Powcis, who, if he had fooner 
deeliud his intentions, might have avoided part of the vail 
cftnlion of blood which had hcen expended for the two lafi 
ycai s. It .»ny condudl merited at once the appellation of weak 
ail'! wicked, it was the conduifl of the KliniAer. It was 
eqn illy dicci'f il and fraudulent to this country, and to the 
bvlligcicftl: Powers. Althtugh we were not aiSlually at war, 
yet tiv nation was burdt ned with tbeexpf nee of an aimed ne- 
gociatK'H. A dili'iiiflion was made bttwern the power of 
the fwoid and the purfc; yet th it dii'limflion was but of little 
v.aluc, if the firings of rhe puile were put into the hands of 
thole w!io he’d ilie fwoid. 1 h*' honourable gentleman who 
moved I he piefin*' qut ll.on h «' (Lancrd, that in a defenfive 
treaty, there fubfifted between rl e p Mi s a connedlion r{ 
inteiefi beyond whet was expiefsiy llipulated in the tieaty. 
Nothing coo’d he mote pernicious than Inc’i a didlnne; if 
wts caiiying that fo:t of tif'.uy bevond whatever had been 
underftood or explained ; it w.’s h*adii.g into ong.igements, 
tho exlert of which co"ld. never be known or alci ttaned: it 
ivas rendeiing fh'* le’ourc. of this c''untiy fubkiviuit to the 
necelEries ofPrulha: it\va«, inf. dl. Jeavin ; the difjtofal of 
our blood and tieafuie to the Court of reiliii, and rendering 
Pi ullia a part of I ngiand. 

Mr. Mr. A/a»t/wohOrvrd that, in fpite of the atgument* which 
Martin, advanced for rhepurpofe of j ri/v ng how' very much 

picparing far war, .nid coming to a^iu'! hoftilitie«, differed 
from each other, he fiiould ftill continue to ret<iin his opi¬ 
nion, that an armament which Teemed to lead to a war, was 
a fubjedl of fuch importance to the country, that fome reafon 

and 
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and caufe ought to be given before Minifters called upon that 
Houfe for a vote of con6dence or approbation; while oego- 
ciation was going on, he had no objection to confidence; 
but when the money of their conAituents was alked, k was 
conftitutional and proper to know upon what grounds it was 
to be given. In the former debate, it had been faid, that 
the Members of the Houfe of Commons were counfeliors of 
the Crown; but if the prefent fyftein of unlimited and blind 
confidence was to be liilened to, in wh.tt maniter was'it, un- 
lefs it was meant to confine them entirely to turnpike and 
canal bills, that they could pofiibly give any counfei or ad¬ 
vice ? 

Mr. Tcrke remarked, that gentlemen had argued as if we 
were at war, and as if MiniAers demanded our concurrence; 
whereas tlie lail was, that the King's mtiiageonly alked an 
addiiit.ual naval eftubiifl hicnt, in older to Itr.ngthbd a nego- 
ciation wdiich was began, borne h.id thought that an armed 
ncgociation was the fame as a war; hut he diili red from this 
idea, becaufe that depende d much upon the fituation of oilier 
Pow’ers; and he contended, that it might be necefiary for 
Cireat Pr-tain to negociate wirh the fword at her fide. He 
allowed that peace was defirable, but this circumllance by no 
means precluded the ntctffity of war uiion lome occafions. 
Various caufes had been given, and revenge air.ongffcothers, 
but he denied that to be any pait of the fyAe.n of the prefent 
AdminiAration. However, he could not avoid Anting, that 
RuAia, ill politics, had been, for u very conridei:i[)le time, 
inimical to Great ihitain. An idea feemed to prevail on the 
other fide of the Houfe, that foreign alliances were altogether 
improijer. Now, he wouM alk gentlemen, w’hether, feri- 
oully, they meant to aflert that we ought to form no foreign 
alliances? With regard to our connedlion with PruAIa, he 
would likewifa alk, whether that country did not affiA us to 
prevent Holland from falling into the hands of the French ? 
and whether we did not then conlider the defeat of the French 
cabals and the patriots at that time as a matter of very ellen- 
tial importance to us ? An honourable gentleman had faid, , 
in ridicule, in a former debate, that Oczakow feemed to be 
the key to the balance of power in Europe; he would now 
Aate, that whatever Oczakow might be, it certainly was of 
importance that one fide of the banks of the NeiAer fliould 
be in the poAeiiion of the Turkilli empire. With the con- 
dudl of MiniAers he was perfedly fatisfied, and he knew of 
nothin^wliich couKl induce him to wilh that tliey had adted 
otherwife tlian they had done; and a majority of the Houfe 
having fo often iaiidlioned their meafures, he certainly fliould 
Aill give them his confidence and his vote. He warned gen¬ 
tlemen againll exprefling themfelves fofieely, if they really 

meant 
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meant well to the country; becaufe whatever might be thought 
by any iniUvtdual here) ic was certainly improper to inform 
our enemies abroad, that the country refufcd then confidence 
to Miniflcrs, 01 to iiiUnuate thit they weie weak and wicked. 
At prcfent, piub ibilitics weie greatly in favour of the pend¬ 
ing negociation^ teiiniiidCing fortunately in lavuui of this 
country; nutl tr did ne icic^ive how their piogiels could be 
d uigfroully obftru(5lc I, i.Kcejt by too uiiguaidul, and, cer- 
t nnly, groundlcis, iciiiures ag unil the piocciumgs of Admi- 
ni^rati jii. 

I ord Loid i' j b ’k' ed tint there iT^ver wis nii Admini- 
FiuJing. flntunwho, it ill tl ( i nu liiiii v wtie confidcred, had fo 
little title to conHdeiKe is to pi lent, who, upjii all impor¬ 
tant occafioii , had withhu d n from the Houle, and the 
country, every poi it which could e\p’ m th< rmcalures, or 
fa isfy the p-oplc,. 1 11 \ o\ r-mb r 1 ill tlit y h 1 i demanded that 
an augmentation of ten tail of tn^ hue ihould be made to t e 
ordinary peice ellabliflimtiit, withou Hating my caufe; ind 
Hneethu time, they hid mid 111 addition of fix fail of the 
line, without giving iny one leiloii for their condudf. 

Sir Jamei Sir ’J, St Clair FJk ic obferved, that nothing could be 
Clair more unconllitutional ind ilarming, thm the cftiblifhed po- 
Erlkine. f,t,i,n of MmiHers and thtir tneiidt, th it the floufe of Com- 
mons'jiad no tight wlnti virr to know the giounds upon wbirh 
an armament wa» to ptepaied, and additional burdens hid 
upon the people to def «y the expence of 1 . Before any 
geiit'emaii could vou away the money rf his conllituents, 
upon confidence m Mi ift^ rs, and fuch vague realoning as 
they haa trim the othe lide of the Houfe, they muH give 
up eve y dukV to then l mllitueiits, or inclinition to attend 
to the I intercfls. A v y nice dikiniHion w is attempted to 
be diawn by fumt gciitJc i.oii bwMieeii an ii.ned negociation 
and a war; foe hi» pai**, he con'i hied an armi nent like tlie 
pielent much more ik iv topic luce wirthan peace; but 
th y hid g >ne faith 1 , a id fnd, that tie fide of the Houfe 
cm w nth he ftood wibicd to ninii ge u ion llu prtiogauve of 
the CVown, becau e they ci’Kd lor caplin ition, pending a 
negocntioi; now he cont lulcJ, tint it was not only right, 
hut p tfectly conriHcii*' and conflitutioi al, for the Houfe ojf 
Comm mv to Hiow wine tceifioiird thi'> annetl negociation, 
bet I t.iey igu“d to lupp ir its conitquences; and if thn 
wer nitd them, aid im| 1 cit confideicc in Miniflers m- 
iiited upon, he mull; think that all duty to conHituents was 
overlooked, ind nothing remiin d of the privileges which 
the Houte of Commons had always boailed that they pnflefled, 
by never voting away the money of the people, without a 
good and folid reafon why, but an empty name; and not the 
leofl fliadow of utlur right, piivilege, powei, or authority 

3 remainedi, 
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remained. The friends of Adminiftration claimed confidence 
for an armament, and if they obtained that, certainly tliote 
who eneouragt d them to arm could nut oppole their going 
to war; and by thefe means, the Houfe, without any iiifor- 
ination whatever, was to be duped, firA; to fupport an armed 
negociation; next, inoft probaldy, a war; and ti:en bound 
to defray the exptnces with their conllituents* m'<ney, all 
upon implicit confidence, and becaufe alkmg for explanation, 
during a negociation, was thought by Miniilers to be in- 
fHngmg on the Royal prerogative. As to foreign aP" mces 
in general, nothing had been faid againA them on that fide 
of theHoufe, but that the propriety or impropiiety of con- 
tradLing, depended entirely upon their nature and extent, and 
a great diiFeience lay between treaties formed on fcheuies of 
fpeculation and rafli ambition, and thofe entered into for the 
defence of the country, or its allies, and other purpufes tliat 
may promote its intercAs and profperity. If it were poffible 
that the arguments ufed by the hoiiouiahle and learned gentle¬ 
man wlio fpoke lately, and all others on that fide of the 
Iloufe, could have any eifedl, there was an end to all the 
heA pi inciples of the conAitution, and a total defertinn of 
every true and hone A argument which had evet been ufed in 
defence or fupport of that conAitution, which '>ur nneeAors 
and, heyettruAed, w-* gloried in pofiVffing. The honour¬ 
able and learned genilcman thought that the King nf Eng¬ 
land Aiould always ntg jciate with the fvvord at his fide.— 
Whether this was the tnoA moderate, plaulible, and leaft 
burdetifunie way of fcOuiing peace to the nati rn, he would 
leave lo the Houfi* todeterm ne. Ihit, the meaning of all the 
arguments uhid by the MiniAei’s filends on this point Teemed 
to he, in the firA place, a blind and implicit confidence; in 
the next, an uKa that we ought to follow MiniAers in all 
their wild prorpciHs, whitever they might be; and laAly, 
that we are to be arbiters to ail Europe, and didlate to every 
nation our own tetnis. If luch was the idea of negociating, 
with a view to preftrve the general tranquillity of Europe, he 
hoped that the Houfe would refolve to abandon it at 
once, . and a£fc more rationally and more conAitutionally. * 
I'he Houfe bad been told, what he thought was Aill a greater 
and more.important breach of their privileges, that with¬ 
holding the fupplies to cany on an armed negoc’arion, though 
no gn<unds wei e Aated to eAabliAa the neci Any of it, was in¬ 
fringing upon the prerogative of the Crown. In this mode 
of arguing, he afierted, that all the privileges and authority 
of Parliament were demanded to be facrifiem to the Crown, 
and by preventing them from interfering when they bad the 
power to do it, any attempt afterwards muA be unfuccefsful. 
He compared the fituation in which the Houfe of Commona 
VoL, XXfX. Z wat 
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wai placed to the Lion in the fable* who having paid hit a^* 
diefles to a young woman, her father advifed him to have ’ 
bis teeth drawn ahd his nails paired, that he might be the 
more acceptable to his favourite; the lion conlented, and 
having fubmitted to the operation, found himfelf incapable 
to obtain the obje£t of his withes, becaufe he was deprived of 
all power to bring the father to confent. As to precedents, 
none had been, or could be mentioned, which were applicable 
to the prefent queftion. Since the acceilion of the Brunfwick 
Family to tlie Throne, there never was an inllance of any 
armament which cortcerned the Britilh interefts, or any fup- 
ply to defray the expence of arming being afked, without 
previoufly communicating to Parliament the caufes for it; 
and all melTages Lom the Crown upon fuch occaiions, had 
dated fpeclfically the grounds upon which application was 
made to the Parliament. He approved of defenfive alliances, 
without admitting that by entering into a defenlive alliance, 
we were bound to interfere in all the quarrels of our allies. It 
Was no folecifm in politics to advance, that our entering into 
defenlive alliances with every date in the world, could not be 
produdlive of any harm. He cobid not conceive, except wc 
had abfolutely made an oflendve treaty with Pruilia, that 
there exided any right to call upon us now to go to war with 
Ruflia; but, according to the dodlrine of confidence, whatever 
the treaty Was, the Houfe of Commons were neither to read 
it nor underfland it, but mud take it upon the word of the 
Minider, that there was a treaty out of which a fydem arofe, 
which obliged us to fupport Pruffia, to prevent the aggran¬ 
dizement of Ruflia. He confidered Oczakow as only a fmall 
indemnification to Rufiia for the blood and treafure which die 
had lod in a tedious and expenfive war, and thought the de¬ 
mand, on our part, that fhe fbould relinquifti that conqueft, 
aes unreafonible as unjud, efpecially when all the world be¬ 
lieved, that the war between Ruflia and the Porte was infti- 
gated entirely by us and the King of Pruffia. He then adverted 
to the growing profperi ty of France, and the commercial be¬ 
nefits that other countries would gain, when wc were deprived 
t of the Ruffian trade, and he did not altogether fuhmit to the 
argument, that we were to be equally well fupplied with naval 
dores from Poland, by commanding the navigation of the 
Neider. Our Ruffian trade he confidered as of great con- 
fequence, and putting 600 ihips, and their crews, <out of em¬ 
ployment, was an obje£t worthy of ferious attention; the 
condud of Ruffia, and her demands, as far as they were 
known, feemed to be dictated by unexampled moderation, 
while ours exhibited dire^y ^ the reverfe; and he mud infift 
that the barriers of the conftitntioii were broken down, and 
this country degraded in tht eyes of all Europe when they 
* were 
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were told that it did not become the Houfeof Commons to 
appoint a Committee to examine the finances of the country* 
or to make any inquiry into the condud of a weak or wickra 
Adroiniflration* left other countries fhould know that weakr 
neft^ and take advantage of it. 

Mr. 'James Murray difagreed with thofe who argued againft Mr. James 
foieign alliances. He was doubtful whether an alliance with Murra]|b> 
Poland might not be as beneficial to this country, as an al¬ 
liance with Rufiia. He laid that Oczakow commanded the 
navigation of the Dnieper, being only two miles diftant, 
though it had been otlierwiih ftated by foroe gentlemen ; he 
feemra to think that the queftion was argued as if Poland 
was in the pofteffion of Rufiia, which was not the cafe; and 
he next ftated fome particulars relative to the partition 
treaty fettled at the well-known interview between the late 
Emperor and the Emprefs of Rufiia. 

1 he Earl of Wycombe deprecated the war which was likely Earl of 
to take place againft Rufiia, as well as the myfterious and Wycombe 
contemptuous lilence which the Minifter fcreened himfelf 
under, and the unwarrantable evafion of every kind of ex¬ 
planation upon a fubjedl of fo great magnitude. The Opi¬ 
nion which he exprefled was not merely his own; for be 
would afiert and maintain, that the opinion of the Minifter's 
condudl, and the unhappy ftate of the nation without doors, 
was precifely the fame. While we pretended to be fo anx¬ 
ious concerning the balance of power, and were taking fuch 
extraordinary fieps to preferve it, it would not be amifs were 
we to pay fome attention to our commercial interefts at home;, 
left for one article, during our ill-conduced and madly ex¬ 
travagant armed negociation, w'e fhould fee the Rufiistn trade 
earned on in American bottoms, and (liips of other nations, 
while ours, which brought in a very large revenue to the 
country, and was a good nurfery for feamen, were entirely 
unemployed. 

Mr. A. Grant contended, that the meafures of Admini- Mr. L. A. 

ftration, fo far from being, as was groundleflly^ and injurioufly Grant, 
infinuated, either weak or wicked, were upright and fuccefs-« 
ful; and that, furely, the good opinion of the country, which 
had attended them, entitled them to the ful left confidence^ 
which, he hoped, they would have; and if a war fhould be 
the confequence of the prefent negociation, which feemed to 
be what gentlemen on the other fide moft dreaded, he avow¬ 
ed that it was not occafioned by the conduC of Adminiftra- 
tion, but by the oppofition which had been made upon this 
occafion; and the prefent motion he confidered in no other 
light than tending to impede and emharrafs the meafures of 
Government, without any foUd or fubftantial ground for that 
oppofition. He was not, perhaps, entitled to aigue from 
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hisown expenencL, out thecondu^of Adminiftration, ten 
or twelve years ago, was foch as, he hoped, no future Admi- 
niAration would ever adopt. It was then the pradlice for 
^ to c -itne to Parliament on the beginning of every 
impofant tram Uion, and get their fan^tioii to proceed m it, 
fo that they not only fhiited the refponiibility fiom their 
own ihoulders, but whatever might ho the confequence of 
tlit r meafures, they brought in tite fandlion of Parliament 
as nor 'ITary > heu miicoiulu6t, arguing thit they alked for 
aci ce, and had received it. He dii tpproved much of that 
oppoiitoi vhich give im noper infoimation and advantage 
tO(u enemies, and contrailed foimer Adminiilrationi with 
the ) efeiity which had 1 i lieirty fupport. He diiliked 
conn 'g r rwaid 'ith gen^ial ptinciple!» upon any particular 
queftion, and he b hevtd thittluv were intioduced for the 
p ij. 'leof dif 1 lying 01 itorj, moie thin con* incmg by ar- 
gem'“nt. ill. regard to the armament, they had only to 
confluer whethei tne exiilii g circumllances warranted it or 
not, and ui Lh gentle nen were ptevioully deteiniined to 
opo dc whatever the Minifter did, he thr)ught the piefumptive 
op 111 m was, tint he. having tl e I knowledge of their 
circumAaiKcs, ludat^icd r ght, and was ennth I ro ilu con*> 
iid< pce of the lloufe iiid rhr rountr He \«ni Id confider 
the que^ion in thr'*e diftindl « oiin — i flice, expediency, inJ 
policV) u| on »ll of whicn, if ir were not itefpifling on the 
patitnee of the Ihiuf*-, he w uld lay a few words, and to 
free his ohfe,vations fiom ill hrtiiog neous muter, elun he 
came ta conhder the luitice of tht war, he flnuld he ohlig d 
to call (he attention of t’entlemen to the I illoiv of Ruilia 
for K ne time ’ ick. and he coi Id prove, rli it n\ tlie w ir be- 
tweei lier and he Poite, 1* e w is the a^gieflor. 1 roin the 
argun ints of une genti in n, tiuic f ltd to he a politic il 
paitiality tor Ruilia, which le did 1 u inink fhc iiuiited; 
and h’re heintn due d 1 irnrnd ntatrin y, the ittack upon 
the Turks, and other imtteis 1 Uuivc to the conducf of Rul- 
lia. He.dcnbed thi origin of tlw pnimt wii ht twten Ruilia 
j and th( Porte, to tie inttivicw htiwetii the lite Fmpeior 
and the Kmpn^S which w is foi the e niefs purpoit of di¬ 
viding Turkey between them. He contended that Kiiflla 
had often broken the. treaties we hid unde with hei, and 111- 
fla (ced that f f 1766, winch p ive a pieti rence to our woollen 
manufadf ores over thofe of biltii 1. '1 bis fhe h*id dilugirdtii 

and hrokin; and ms had been guilty of fimilar violations 
of all tn ities which related to our trade, by favouti ig other 
countries, in dehmceof treaties winch file had eiueied into 
with us. Ml. Grant went into a minute detail of the trade 
between Rulfia and Great Britain, Hating, as he pi oceedt d, 
its advantages and difadvontages to this country) and deducing 

from 
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from it arguments in Aipport of the juftice of the war. He 
then came to tiie expediency. OczakoWi be thought, Ihould 
not remain in the polleffion of Ruflia: he conhdered, that 
the aggrandifement of Rulfia, to fuch an extent as might 
deftroy the Ottoman empire, was highly dangerous to the 
balance of power in Euro|je; and he belie\ed that the trade 
with Turkey might be fo improved, as to become of greater 
confequence than that with Uuilia now wa«, however highly 
gentlemen might value it; and the trade which was now di¬ 
vided between two countries, might be earned on by one. 

He averred, that the < ppchtion now made to the mcafures 
of Government, would, in the lefult, tend to eilabliAi a 
monopoly againll us of all thole articles which we had luch 
immediate occihon tor. 

Mr. IVtndhum declaied, that it excited his aftonifhraent Mr. 
that the MiniAer, who had been fo lepeatediy called upon, Wiadhaai 
ihould not have tliought pioper to rile and Aate to the Houfe 
how this war came to be < ithei neceflaty oi expedient. Cer¬ 
tainly, the Houle of Commons had a right to call for ex¬ 
planation befoie they expoled their count y to the ruinous 
calamitits ot war. VVInt principally iiiule him riienow, 
was the extiavigant and cxtraoidin iry doctrine which the 
hum! tr’s fi tends wifhed to prtls upon the countiy; they 
had before gone a gie-t length upon contidence, bu^ now, 
then aigimcits wmt to dipnve the Houfe entuelv of their 
dehherarise cipictv upon matters of the moil impoitant 
magnitude to the mu'ieltiiof t e nition. In ihort, their ly- 
ileni wisiiOihing Kisthan a hi Id uiul alaimmg attempt to 
anniliilite eicty ngli''and piisilf'ge cl the Hoiilt; and this 
foit ol lealoiung tlu v Ind been diiscn to, and aTumed ludif- 
tieh and dtlpaii, when a 1 tiiCir olhei lailaiics had tailed 
them, and in ituu of thrle moiillious defences, which they 
had been obliged to mi\e foi tVii monitrous cnndufl* 1 he 
idea of j lerogaiive >vu5 very Ingli, indeed, with thofe gen¬ 
tlemen, W'hcn they declared that the power of the Commons 
to flop the iuppliLS was an infi ingement upon the Kmg*s pie- 
rogativeto make peace and wi , two points as diAin£l .is any 
two could he. 'they weie two diluu£lly difR-'ient powers 
vtAed 111 two difliiiiElly diiFeri nt bodies, Aftei dwelling upon 
this put of his argument, Mr. Windham next mentioned 
that degre-j cf confidence, which had been uiged with fuch 
inteiniierateveil by all the Miuifier’s fi lends, confidence m 
individuals was a iubje£t into winch he would not go; but 
the necefliry confidence in the executive Government, ho 
was as much a friend to as any man; however, he could not 
carry that confidence fo far as to fay, that the country ought 
to proceed to war upon a fecret article of a treaty, which no 
perfon knew of or underilood, except the MiiiiAer of the 
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Crown* The Miniftei’s friend* bad ventuied too far on thit ^ 
poipfe for» they had been obliged to deny what on a former * 
flight they had laid great ftrefs upon. Their fyfteins of alliance 
certainly ought to be looked intoy that we might know whe* 
ther anything like good faith was part of it, and to find out 
this, he would go to the inmoft receiTes of the Cabinet. As 
to the war, the country had decided againft it long fince: it 
was no fudden war, for it had already lafted more than three 
year^ and certahily, though there might be fome who feldom 
troubled themfelves with looking into foreign affairs, it was 
our buffnefs to underftand it, and determine wliat conne6lion 
it had with the Britilh intereff s long ere now. He remarked 
on the effect which the arrogance of our demands was likely 
to produce on the lofty fpirit of the Emprefi^ and on th« 
plain proofs of the Minifter's incapacity to manage foreign 
alliances. War was a queffion of great importance to the • 
lives of thoufands, and no man or member of an aflembly, 
who decided on it rafhly, could think himfelf free from guilt. 
The general fenfe of the country was againft this war, and 
the manufa^uiers in many places, and particularly in the 
city of Norwich, were much alarmed, left the profecution 
of it fhould bring irretrievable ruin down upon their com** 
merce. 

/K Grant remarked, that the conftitution had wifely 
committed all n^ociations with foreign powers to the 
Crown; that the cafe was precifely the fame with refped to 
an armed and unarmed negociation; and that if the Houfe 
were to interfere in negociations with foreign powers, they 
ought to take them wholly into their own hands, b^aule 
their interference would render them imprafiicable by the 
Minifters of the Crown. The neceflary confequences of ne¬ 
gociations in the hands of numerous bodies, from the popular 
Aflembliet of Athens to the Polifti Diet, ever had been, and 
ever would be, the publication of what ought to remaiu fecret, 
intrigues, diffentions, cabals, and the interpoiltton of foreign 
influence. As the fundions of (iovernment were now ex- 
ercifed in all the p^itical conteils in Parliament, it was never 
once imagined that any foreign influence was felt; but in the 
reign of Charles II. when the Houfe of Commons, from a 
well-founded jealoufy of the Crown, interfered more than it 
ought to have done, in negociations with foreign powers, fo¬ 
reign influence prevailed in proportion to the extent of the 
interference. The confidence which the Houfe was called 
Vpon to give, was not a confidence in any pirtictilar perfon, 
hut a coni^itutional confidence in the Min’fter. It had iieen 
ftated, that when the Houfe was called upon to vote money, 
the hour of inq.'lry commenced: but the affertion was not true 
either in principle or in fa£l. It was often necdlary to vote 

money 
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Money without a particular inquiry into the cireumftanceson 
which the vote was founded, and, before the recefs, theHoufe 
had adiualiy voted an additional number of feamen to the 
ordinary peVe eftabliflimenti on a bare declaration that the 
circumuances of Europe made it neceflitry, and without in> 
quiry or dilTenr. It had aifo been faid, that there was no 
inil.niceof an application to the Houfe by the Crown for 
money, without an explanation of the purpofes to whjch it 
was to be applied. 7 here was at leaft one inliance in 17179 
when the King fent a melTage to Parliament, dating, in 
neral terms, that he was carrying on negociation^, and a 
fupply was voted, without a divifion, to enable Ins Majefty 
to gi' e elFedl to thofe negociations. It was not likely that 
his hi jjedy*s Miniilers were ignorant of the conftitution, or 
that a familv but lecently called to the throne, would at¬ 
tempt any thing contrary to the ufual pradiice. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt declared, that notwithftanding the Mr. Pin. 
many calls which had been made upon him, and the many 
liarm epithets which had been applied to his filence, his lenw 
of the duty which he owed to his Sovereign and his country, 

(hould dill ien*ain the rule of his condudl. He meant to en¬ 
ter into no details of the pending negociation«, into no ex¬ 
planations inconfident with his official duty, but to date 
fuch general condderations as, in his opinion, ought to'guide 
the condudl cf the Houfe. No man who did not believe^ 
whether w ith or without reafon, that he was capable of 
wilfully deceiving the Houfe, would fufpedl that he wilhed 
to keep back any information which it was piopertogiv^ 
or that he was lefs alive than any Member of the Houfe to 
the confequences which the decilion of peace or war involved 
within it. 7 'here was nothing in the fydem of Government 
fince he had been honoured with a place in his Majedy^s 
councils, whii h did not Ihew that, as far as perfonsd condde- 
rations went, he had as much to lofe, both in fame and cha- 
rafler, by involving the country unneceflarily in a war, and 
interrupting its growing profperity; but he (hould ill deferve 
the dtuation which he held, were he capable, on that account, 
of avoiding to look fairly at the general dtuation of the coun¬ 
try with refpedl to foreign powers, and confulting his pre- 
fent eale and convenience, at the rilk. of great danger to the 
nation at fome future period. What was then the nature of 
the quedion, and what the circumdances not before in dif- 
cudion? Government was not calling on the Houfe tojproceed 
or follow up the addrefs on his Majedy's Medage wi*> any 
further vote; but thofe who moved and fupported the Refo- 
lutions, were calling upon them to tetrad the addrefa which 
they had voted. He did not mean to fay that they ought not 
to tetrad^ if they thought that they had fallen into an error; 
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but thcn^ ought to do it with fimplicity and candour; which 
the Reiolutions, if voted, would not do, for they did not ‘ 
refcind the addrefs. They only lettered the executive power 
in a particular III.iancr, by dtclaringa gei\eral ponttoii;and 
they did that obliquely, ;ind by halveit, which ought to be 
done fully and directly, if done for any found purpofe. The 
iiiit ground of argument in fupport of thefe refolutions was, 
that the Moufe mull not pledge their conftituents to fupport 
a war without a didin£t view of the caufe. But, was the 
Addiefs voted wrt'iout any explanation? Certainly not. 
Nis Majeffy^s MeiTage exprefsly ftated, that an armament 
was necplfiiy to give etFecfl to the negociatious in which he 
was engaged, foi laying the foundations of a fulid and lafting 
peace, and to have ftated the particulars of thole negociatious 
would have lieen to defeat them. But the Houfe was not 
pledged to rngige in a war without farther explanation, as 
had lieen aigUL.d on the other fide. Had it b^en faid, that 
the nego iati( ns have failed, and his Majelly*s Mini Hers have 
advifed a declaration of war in confidence of the fupport of 
the Commons, promifed in the addrefs, thofilSrho now con¬ 
tended that It pledged the Houfe to war, would have been 
the firJl to affirm that it did not. The Houfe would give 
confidence to the fervanrs of the Crown pending the nego- 
ciatiens, but that was fubilnntially dilFcrent from pledging 
their conflituents to fupport a war, ihould their negociation 
prove uniuccefsful. In a negociation, the molt material par¬ 
ticulars could not be Hated; but, the caufe of war was de¬ 
finite, and could eafily be explained; and therefore the Houfe 
was never underfiood to lie pledged to it till that explanation 
wa« given; nor were the fupplies ever called for without it. 
Mefi^ges fimilarto the prefent, demanding fupplies to ftrength- 
en the hands of the King, had often been fent. If the ground 
of the prefent addition to the naval force arofe clearly out of 
the treaty of alliance with Pruffia, it could be clearly and 
eafily Hated; but reafons of expediency arifing from a com¬ 
bination of various views and circumHances, which he for¬ 
merly explained to he the reafons, could not he Hated fafely. 
The Houfe, on the confidence repofed in MiniHers, had ad¬ 
mitted the expediency of an armament, and voted an addrefs, 
but whether war or peace Hiould be the refult of that arma¬ 
ment, and he defired to be underHood as giving no afliirance 
either way, they were not pledged to fupport a war; they had 
not given up their judgement on the cafe when it came before 
them ;they might withhold the fupplies, and call the MiniHers 
to account for the advice they had given. That which was 
^ fufficieot caufe for an armament, might not be a fufficient 
caufe for a war; and thofe who contended that fupplies for 
an armament ough^ npt to be voted without a particular ex- 
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planarion, muft give up tlie principle on which they had voted 
an additional number of fcameii; and the principle on which 
a light honourable gentleman, Mr. Fox, had faid when an ad- 
ditiv II of troops for the defence of the Weft Indies< 9 vas pro- 
poffd, that if the addition wait meant to he peiinanent, he 
wouh! oppofe it; but that if any of his Miniders 

would fay, that there were cilcumft.mces whicn made it ne- 
deirar\ for a year, he would agree to it. No gc.itlM\an on 
liis fult' of the Houfehad denied the right of refuCng th(- ii’p- 
pHes; but argutd only, that to grant them W'^hout explanation, 
was in the diferetion of the Houfe If g lultmen meant to 
contend that there ought never to bean armed legocuticn 
without all the rcafons of it being ftrft ubmitt J to the 
Houfe, they ought to fay fo at once; Hie i- '^'^ciaiion w. uld 
then left w'holly with the Houfe; and thev oi ght to call for 
all the papers, and other information, lelatiiig to it, r ftcad 
of putting queftionsto men in office. Of thii gcnthuien 
Teemed to he aware, and therefore they dii.ivowed i>ini 
ciple while tl^ adopted the pr.i< 51 ice, and Ky tal*’t «. f'** '*i- 
Ploufe toafle*their privileges, wiflied to «'Mken itu * -‘•v 

privileges, and injure the country by a line of condu<‘‘ ” • 'i 
was neither conftitutional, nor, if conftitutional, coi i . . * 
Were th< fe the fi iends of the i iglits of the Houfe w 1 * u > 1 
them to retradl what they had done indireflly, wn!i.>ui*l\ow¬ 
ing iheir i rror, and to fay that the country ftiould give up all 
the poffible benefits of ncgocialion, without examining the 
papers on which alone a judgment could be formed of its 
nature and lefult. Admitting, for the fake of argument, 
that the demands of Kuffia weie to retain Oevakow and the 
bairen countiy between the Bog and the Neifter, which 
whether thev were or not, Mni’fteis could not ftate, what 
feciirity could any of thofe give who ftated them to be fo, 
that if we were to difarm, Ruffin would not rife in her de¬ 
mands? “ Let Ruffia take all her conquefts, let her pufli 
** them to the extremity, and diive the Turks out of Lurope, 
“ ive have no intereft in it.” Tothofe who could maintain 
fuch a propofition, he would not argue. By our defenfive 
fyftem, we were bound, not by any ftipulation of treaty, 
but obvious hitereft, to take caie that Pruffia, our allv, 
ftiould not be rendered infufficient, by the aggrandizement 
of any other power, to afford us that aid which weexpe^Ved; 
in like manner was Pruffia bound to us, and acconh igly, 
had alTifted lis in 1787, in wrefting Holland from France. 
Our joint right to interfere in the prefent, or any other in- 
ftance, to prevent either of the parties from being rendered, 
lufs fefeure, was the fame which juftiiied the interferenceof a 
Tingle ftate, and which warranted our interference in Holland. 
Th6 principle was therefore juft, whatever might be the po- 
VoL.XXrX. A a licy. 
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licy. Concerning the policy, it was impollible to enter into 
a detail, on account of the negociation. But if Ruffia wer# 
. to be render^ more powerful, and toe Turks morevdbak, fo 
that the fq|i:mr would be in lefs danger of attack than hereto* 
fore, then would Pruilia become lefs fecure againft an attack 
from FtuiCa, and coiifequently lefs able to contribute t(|the 
fecurity of the allies. When gentlemen talked of the balance 
of power, they did not attempt to fay that it ought not to 
be attended to, but that it ought to m ia abeyance till, by 
feme fortunate conjuniSlure, it was put under the diredion 
of their own great talents. In the debate on the commercial 
treaty, he tecolle£led that the righ honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Fox), who was reprefented by his friends as the only 
hand capable of poifing it, had Bated warmly, as an obje£tinn 
to that treaty, that by allaying the jealoufy and animofity 
which h.'id fubfiBed for fo many years between our merchants 
and thofe 1 f Fiance, we fhould be daily lefs and tbfs on ouf 
guard againB the clefigns of that intriguing nation, and the 
balance of power would be loB; and now atter^ts were made 
to weaken the principle which then was thoupit of fo much 
importance. It was true, that if puBied too far, it might be 
dangeious. It was alfo true, that two or more powers in 
defenfive alliance, might either of them be expofed to war, 
when {hey would not have been fo expofed, had no fuch al* 
lianceexiBed ;but it was equally true, and that was the prin¬ 
ciple for which he contended, that they would eaoh be more 
fecure, and each lefs expofed to wars on the whole, and con- 
fequently incur lefs cxpence of blood and treafure in defence. 
•~It was argued that repeated afTurances had been given to 
Parliament fiom the throne, after the places in difpute were 
taken by Ruflia, that there was no danger of this country be¬ 
ing involved in the war. The only inference from this was 
that MiniBets did not then (ce that the events of war would 
ultimately make the interpofition of this country neceflary; 
nor could it he contended, that becaufe a place was taken, it 
neceiTarily followed that no Beps Biould be purfued during 
the courfe of a war, to compel the leBoration of that place, 
as the price of peace. 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox remarked, that fo long as he retained a regard for 
the conBitution, a zealous attachment to the welfare of the 
people, and a true fenfe of his duty to the Houle, he fliould 
rife for thepurpofeof refiBine fuch llrangely unwarrantable 
doctrines as thofe which had been advanced on a qoeBion of 
the higheB political and conBltutloual importance, involving 
no lefs than, whether this was a mixed Giwernment, or whe¬ 
ther the whole power of it Was veBed in the King. If it 
rv<is fuch as the. friends of tlie MiniBer had contended, the 
Houfehadgitea up all its deliberative, and referved only its 
3 inqui- 
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inqniiltorial power; and the Members, inilead of meetiAg 
day after day, had much better appoint one ^y in the year 
for a general inqueft, and give the Miniflerj||^licit confi¬ 
dence for the reft. They had been alked, if trapwould take 
the whole negociation into their own hands. 'Aey had ne¬ 
ver pretended that they would. There was a clear diftinflion 
between the objefl of a negociation, and the means employed 
to obtain it. Of the former, they claimed an indiiputable 
right to judge, and the latter they confided to the executive 
power. He was not fond of ftating general propofitions, 
without any exception; but he/:ould hardly conceive a cafe 
in which the King might arm at the expance of the people, 
without infoiming them of the objeift. In the cafe of Spain, 
which was an armament to give weight to negociation, the 
objeift was cleat ly and diftincily ftated. Hcte, in fpight of 
its geneill notoriety, is was ftudioufly endeavoured to be 
concealed. ’ It was the preiogative of the Ciown to make 
war, but a prerogative net to be ti ufteJ for a moment, with¬ 
out the corradive—the tight of the Commons to refufe the 
fuppiies. hfinifters now came to the Houfe, and demanded 
money without any explanation, fo that what was admitted 
to be the undoubted tight of the Houfe, was to beexcrcifed 
without knowledge, and confcquently without judgement; 
but with regard to the exercife of the King’s prerogative, the 
declaring of war, they were to have every polTible infor¬ 
mation. Of the perfonal or minifterial confidence, of which 
gentlemen had talked fo much, the rigitt honourable gentle¬ 
man (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) had no title to either. 
He had given proofs of incapacity, and he had deceived the 
Houfe. The conftitution knew no fuch thing ns confidence. 
The King’s right to declare war, and tlie tight of the Houfe 
to withhold fuppiies, were both ahfolute. He would give 
tonfidence for an armament for a ftiort time, and that for 
the purpofe of defence only; and when he agreed to keeping 
m commilfion an additional number of ihips, on being told 
that the ftate of Europe required it, he ftiould have fpumed 
at the idea, had he been appiifed that they were kept up for « 
the purpofe of offence. In the piefent cafe, too much was 
difclofed for confidence, and too little for conviiftion. If 
the armament was formed on the moft abfqrd grounds, as he 
and all the country believed it was, he fhould be glad to hear 
from thofe who talked of refponfibility as tlie guardian of 
confidence, how an article of impeachment coaid be drawn 
againft the Minift t for bringing down a meftage from the 
King, and moving an addrefs. On the declaration of war, 
he would take the opinion of the Houfe; and as he was not 
impeachable in the one* cafe, he would be fereened by the 
concurrence oi the Houfe in the other. He would fay, howr 
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1$ tjiat criminal in me which you agreed to fupport ^ The 
Houfe, not a fortnight fince, had ralhly proinifed to fupport 
an arinamenjj^n other woids, an armament whenever His 
Majefty’sJniifter (hould think, proper, and thty weie told 
that any ^opofition to undo what they had done, was too 
late, unlil&the ^Iiniftci came again to demand the fupphes. 
The reiolutior, the liitnds of the Miiiifter objedled, was 
mupt to p t .11 tnd to the wai. Undoubtedly it was, 
though It uas rather fMigulni that they Ihould own this, 
when th() knew tint it wa-. only an inquiry into the expe¬ 
diency ot it. It was indeed, a bad fign, when the adio- 
citi&ol a nu.uure vvcie compelled to allow, that to enquire 
into the t>p..diency, nrd to put an end to it, weie one and 
tl» fin»e thing. '1 hey laid the Houfe niuft enquire into the 
wholes ot the negocntion, or into no p.irr of it: I ut to wh it 
pui o(e ( \ .mini, the means, when even the ohjef^vas «ith- 
hi iden <■ 1 hu CO Id not he diiclofed to the Public, pending 
tlic I egociation, and m the me in time the public money was 
fpent, in puiiuit cf an ob]<i£l of wh ch the Public had no 
knowledge. To admit a cafe, foi th like cf aigument, 
when all the world knew that tlu cif'-adn i»tcd was ihe leal 
call, was a folcmn farce; a nnierable j^*en pt to deceive — 
On wliat principle were five hundred and fifty tight gentle¬ 
men, becaulc tht) happijied to be afTunbltd in a Houfe of 
Parliament, to pretend ignoiance of what all the foreign ga¬ 
zettes and all the men onals, could inform them of, ot what 
was known Ik yond difpiilf- two inrnths ago, that tbehm- 
prefs deniind d, of all hri conquefls, to retain only the for- 
trefs < f * ?c/ kow, ^n'l the country from the Ifog to the 
Neifiet '' lint tin inoduation ot this dem ind arofe fiom 
our aimamtnt, was cnmphtclyand moially impoflible, foi it 
had b'^enmadt he ton the aimament was heard of. W ith le- 
gaicl to what flic might dem ind, were we to difarm, theie 
was only one .ngumert to winch he could not leply, and 
Minifiers fliould not till him that they had ufed her fo ill, 
that file would liAcn to no itrms whatlofver If we fent a 
( fieet into the Paine, a armed and infultid het coafts which 
was all, he heliev ed, wc could do ; if we fliewed our teeth, 
and our inclination to do mifchief, tlun, indeed, fhe might 
piob.ihly be pio\ok..d to d» part from the moderation of her 
fii A demand. It the H< ufe dt fired to know the objefl hefoie 
they gave away money, he thought they would adl neither 
unconAitutionally, not with any impiopei degree of fufpi- 
cion ; if they reje fled this do^ti me, tluy betrayed the inte- 
leA of tbeiT conitituents, and dsclircd therafelves incapable 
of judging of the propriety of voting away their money. 
The light honounhle gentleman, under the plea of State fe- 
crefy, b.id brought forward the worA poAible excufe for lidd¬ 
ing 
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ing hi$ tongue, to fave liim from expoHng the moft unjufli* 

* fiable condu^. Ilis defendve fyilem was wicked and abiurU 
—that every country, winch appeared, from whatevtsr r.iuie, 
to be growing great, {hould be Attacked ; tl attjk the powers 
of Lirope fhould be Confintd to ti e lame preciie (^uation in 
which this defenfn e lyfttm foi nd them. If this was a defen- 
five, hclbould be glad to heai what was an cfhnfive iyltem. 

The family complA, fo jiith cprrbattd, btciufe the con- 
tiK^ing paititseng g d to iP ft om ipo’liei, at all events, 
whether tleqiar »l wabjnil oi i njnft, nctei earned if*, pie- 
fuinption lo far as this d't id \ l}lUin. i'.ccoiding to this 
fyftcm, were any nation to a ijuiie uiri'cn •> in Afia, from 
which revenue mukl lie dtrivdl, thitvculd be a fufHcient 
cult tor war; it an\ cooiUin, m uiv ft ini, became more 
ftic.tg at h< n •. mo ctn'tou idK mtie 'cri u '■broad, the 
alli und I t I iieftnlivc mi, mi ft i It pflv make war 
ag III It It, md r i oi- to ns tjin.ci ft iTc ot mil rv at home, 
aiu'imbeci i\ n ir d, i, iii ci{ le la di ib* he i as this he re- 
^el e>p(^‘cd to lit 1 .ntid ii cp ih. c I Ai mdily. He had 
faid, tint wint v -is i gionii i foi iimament, \* as not a ground 
foi wai. Win ' witf wt ic^i (>cd into i iicichullvas a 
intun, to ei (< ti irdo'i i*’ p ''politions b\ arnib, and if they 
w IP biinlv rthfttd, to it^fd ft( in tli ’votliing could 
)uftily an in line n, \\1 ih coilJ i ot nl*jf> i war; foi, the 
n It on tl at w s o t( ( licc \mici hue . m d in bravado, 
w< iild ill d hr it. K. nd p i to Inr itmamtnts again. He 
hid bten a iuinuou adsoi its foi the ha! nee ut(ower, 
wlii'e 1 rrnct w is tint in iiguinp, icftlefs natu n which flie 
Iml f rmerlv proved. Now, that t e fituuion ot hiance 
w s iltered, that ftiehid i'eftd aCioveri.mtlit, f f m which 
n«.nhtr inluli nor inn dice w is to be dn ided by her neigh- 
hoins, he wns txin nicly ni hfteient coiceining the balance 
of poviei, and ftiuul I triitnuie io till lie law (ome other na¬ 
tions coinliUK the lime powti with the lame piinciples of 
goveinment HiS idtiof th s halaiicf w is, that eveiy State 
was not to he 11 pt in its piecife old fituation, but to prevent 
any nnt fiom ohi nii ng Inch n iltiuhncv as to be dangerous 
to tin I if. N I man %,i old fay that Piiih.t was the luccef-* 
iot of 1 raiiK 111 tins If fpt < 51 . Hti extent of territory, fcanty 
ie» enue, and thin population, nude her power by no means 
fotmulildi tons; a ]iovvm whom we could neither attack, 
nor be att ickid by; .iiul this was the power againft whom 
wf well going to war. Onertuining the Ottoman empiie, 

111 coict.vid to Iv an aigrinent of no weight. The event 
was not proh dik, and if it ftio ild happen, it was more likely 
to be of advantage than m)ui lous to us. If we wifhed lo re¬ 
tain the good wifhes of out Dutch allies, we ftiould be care¬ 
ful of engaging them in ruinous wars; for, the nverfion to, 

«nd 
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and deteftation of, this wiir, was greater in Holland than in 
England. Now, faid the Minifter*s friends, if war mfoes, 
we may thank the fpeeches of the Minority. He had long 
been callouito this fort of abufe; but if this was their opi¬ 
nion, they ought to prorogue the Parliament; for it was im- 
polEbic for him to f)t in it, and not fiieak hishoneft fentiments 
on a quelVion which fo nearly concerned the public intereft. 
But he believed there would be no war: the Emprefs would 
either be compelled to give up Oczakow, or, what was much 
more probable, the Mmi/ler, after all his bullying and bluf- 
tering, would recede from all his arrogant demands, and we 
fhould have nothing in return for an expence of perhaps halt 
a million, but the lhame of having inteifared where we had 
no right to interfere, and the difgrace of having completely 
failed. To what a ilate were we reduced, when this was the 
foundation of our hopes; and when to be baffled and difgraced 
in tlie eyes of Europe was an objeiSl of ardent expedlation ! 
Mr. I’ox, 111 the courfeof his fpeech, charged the Minifter 
with infolence, ariogancc, incapacity, and wilful impofition 
on the Houie of Commonb, in the conduiSk of foreign affairs, 
and dared him to the proof. 'J'lie confidence, tie faid, that 
there would be no war, that he durll not go to war, was the 
only tie which kept his majoiity about him. He entered 
into acomparifon of the j^reient ilate of France with its for¬ 
mer coKidition, both as it refpei^cd the politics of Europe, 
and the hnppiiiefs of the people, for the purpofe of fhewing 
that thofe w'lo detefled tlie principles of the Revolution, had 
reafon to rejoice in its effe^s. 

The Houfe divided on the previous queftion ; 

Ayes, 162 ; Noes, 254. Majority, 9a. 

The Houfe adjouincd. 

Mondujy 18/^ April, 

Nr. Wil- Mr. IVilberJotce riling, ohferved, that plthough he fliould 
bcrforce. not prefume to determine what, upon the prefent occaGon 
were the emotions and fentiments of others, he could Gn- 
cerely anfwer for himfelf that when he conGdered the inGnite 
‘ importance, and the vafl extent of the fuhjeiSl which they 
were preparing to difeufs, when he took a view of the prodi¬ 
gious mals of in formation they had before them, he was prompt¬ 
ed, both for his own fake, and that of the Houfe, to requefl 
fotne farther time for preparation; he w aved this idea, how¬ 
ever, in compliment to the gentlemen moft concerned in 
point of intereft, who had exprclled themfelves Grongly againft 
another adjournment. He had alfo been in fome degree in- 
Guenced by a regard to what he underGood to be their wiflies, 
in determining to bring forward the buGnefs in the fhape of a 
general motion, rather than in that of the propoGtions which 
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had been laid before the Houfe in the laft Parliament; bat 
'thefe propofitionSy though not formally before them, would 
fei ve as a clue to direfl the courfe of their inquiry. 

Meaning to confine hiinfelf within tlie leading topics, he 
trufted that gentlemen would argue the master with him 
point by point, being fure that the more diftinct qnd complete 
the dilcuflion proved, the more clearly and irrelragably it 
would appear that truth arifi reafoti were on Ins tide. He 
had long looked forward, he owned, to this day, with fome 
degree of impatience, as what would afford him the opportu- 
'nity of difpelling the prejudices, and correcting the miire- 
prefentations which had gone forth; hut befiJes tha*', he had 
always felt that this was the propereft time and place for him 
to meet them, and to convince the world thit in undertaking 
and perfifting in his prefent purfuit, he had not been influ¬ 
enced by any unworthy feelings of a perfoiiai nature, he had 
alfo l)een determined to remain iilent from another confide* 
ration: for, though he had been fometimesa lit*le roughly 
handled by anonymous aflailants, it was a tiihute of jult ce 
he gladly paid to fome ofthofe gentlemen, by whomhehil 
been moft ftrenuoufly oppofed both on tins and the other I'dc 
of the Atlantic, to acknowledge that he had been trratei’hy 
them with the utmofl candour and libe'-ality: the<e wire 
proofs of the liberality of their mind*, and highly giatif\* ig 
to his own feelings; he ttufled alfo that he might dravi^frixn 
them a good omen to his caufe, and derive a hope that, in 
theiflue, they might all rejoice together in the h.i,'inefs 
which would refult from the fucceis of it. In the fame 
manner, be wifhed to difeufs the fubjeCI, frankl*^ nulled, 
but with fairnefs and moderation; he called on the Honie 
to do the fame, and flattered himfelf that the prefeftr debate, 
inftead of exciting afperity and confliming pre|ud.ce, would 
tend to produce a general conviClion of the truth of what, 
in fad. Was incontrovertible, that the abolition of the il ive 
trade was indifpenfably required of them, not i niy by teiigion 
and morality, but by every principle of found pohey. On 
the prefent occafion, he could not avoid eariu iUy imploring 
the Houfe to favour him with its moft ferious atteii*-if»n on • 
the moft important queftion, on which a Houfe of Com¬ 
mons had ever been called on to decide. 

The firft point to which he wilbed to dired the atten¬ 
tion of the Committee, was the manner in which the 
flaves were obtained on the coaft of Africa. In on!, r to be 
Convinced of the truth of all his allegatinns on this haad, 
it would be merely neccilary to apply unqueftionahle princi¬ 
ples of general reafoning to the particuW circumftances of 
the cafe before them. That vaft country was divided into 
various communities m£ different fixes, fome governed by 

kings, 
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Idngs more or lefs abfolute, others* and thofe the greater 
ru ibfr, hy elders. ^ 7'hrirftate of civilization wa? hi gene- 
r il very imperteifl, their notions of moiaJity extremely rude, 
aMd the pnweis of thoir governments ill denned: it was na¬ 
tural, tlur fore, to iinagi le, tliat when tlu kinj;s or chief- 
tarns Ih >uM t** n I hy the ptefhng lohciiatiuns of appe¬ 
tite to aiSls «>f in^i ftict* or oppiolhon, they would not he llivr 
to the fomnjiflion of 'htPi; and temptations of this kind wete 
ontim’.ii’y thiown in th ir nay, by the I uioptan tiaders; 
theeiFectsot thtf w rf lohe ti ic d in evuy Ijiecies ol fiaod 
and violence, w.nl^t tilt's', who ouqht to have een the guar¬ 
dians and proterioi*!, weip tlu’*s made the rasagers of their 
countiy. 7 h< fame ca ili s imgnt be expected to | roduce the 
fame confeq enct-s rbioughotit the whole focicty ; the feeds 
of difu'iion and diloider would every wheie be iown, eveiy 
man would dread in a n^ighhiu to met t with an enemy, and 
dillrufl and infecuiit> w^nld iinivi ii.iljy pievail; the fountain 
ofjuflice alfo would he poiloned, and changed inio a fource 
of opprefllon. 7 liefe ipecuhtions, founded on the pi mciples 
of human natui , and verified h> the experience of ail ages 
accorded in all rclpedfs with the mofl authentic accounts 
which had heictofore been puhlifhed, of the Continent of 
Africa, which vs'ere now confiira^d by teffimonies of the 
moft anexcepticn.ihlc mtnrc. He htgg'd the Commit¬ 
tee wo«ld advert to the ch 11 ..dels, htuatioiis, and means of 
iiifoimatio'i, of the wit.ieXs, to whom he was now al¬ 
luding: they weie of various defcriptioiis, lonieof than of- 
iicers in Ills jVIajefty’s If ivice; oihei^, men of Inciice, who 
hadvifitid the countiy fioin moti\i.s of curiufity ; olhe s 
again, who Ind thcnih Ives bicn concerned in the flivc tiade, 
and whole pi jud cc- m ght h.vt Ik m luppjli'd to nni in fa 
vour of its contmuanc , Icvcialof them hid uolLiild the 
moft amp’coppirtiiniti sofintellifl<ncion l.a I hfuitiiany 
hundred m !<*•• up the ri\r»-s i.ito the iniLiioi touniiy. 7'he 
teftiinony ot thef' witneiiLs embriced the whole of tint vaft 
exten’-of counr y to whic i wc refoited for the purclialeof 
ilave and fiom one e 11 of it to th Other, it tftiblifli d, be¬ 
yond i nitradiffij'i, the cxiftence if'hole aflsoffiaud, on- 
pieflion, rapine, a id maidei, wIikhaIi hid dinged on the 
trade. 

Tob"^m witli the nver *^enegal, tin nouli'i lestrtmity 
of the diftndl referred to. Captain Wilfoii an I Captun Hills 
of His Majeftv*'* navy, and Mr. Dilr^m le of the land feivice, 
being at the illand or Goree, had an opportunity of m iking 
oblervations in that quarter. On the anivil u th Have 
fhips, armed parties weie regularly feiit out in lii' vening, 
who fcouredtlie neighbouring countiy, and biought in their 
prey in tli« night; thefe wretched vK^ims weie to be feeb in 
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the morning bound back to back in the huts on the 
wlience th( y were coiiveyedy tied band and loo% on board 
the Have flups T he ohjeft of thefe ravages, it it had want¬ 
ed any confirmation, wis efiabliflied biyund a doubt y 
this eircomfta.ice, that when the flive trade was lioppcd, 
the expcJ'tioiis ilioceaftd. Nlr. Kietiian fpoke ot the con- 
ftant depredaMons c'iiuiiittcd by theMo>r‘«, oi which, as 
we]l as of I'tch expi ditioti'* a hid been mentioned by Captain 
Hills, the Committee heard illo fiom Mi. V\ av'itroin, who 
had noted down, at the time, the trml i lO s of every day 
in a journal winch tie had prod iC'd bet *e the Commutfe, 
and whofe cuiious and interelling relation, ne could not 
doubt, h id attracted the ittciiLion of evtiy gentlero m who 
had looked into the evidence: and thde mages, excited by 
prefents of brandV, gvnpowdtr, and iuch oilur incentives, 
and bv the condi<^ioiial proiniie ot 1 tiger fupplies, were not 
oiilycatiud on bv on^ community igainft another, but the 
kings wcic fiimulated to r nnmit then 111 tiieir own tt ri- 
tones, on tl -irown lulipO^s; tnd, nt one ihIIt ce, a chi-f- 
tain, wliD, in the mcmciits of mtixrition, ctuldnot reitfi: 
the prefling calls of *ppi tiic, hal txpre itd, n an intenai of 
reaiun, adiiefinfe ot the cnoiiinly ot lu.> own proceedings, 
and had pouicd toi til '11s iepr«*arhes on Ins Chi ifliian fedi cei s. 
Abundant, likcwiic, wrrt tlu mllinces of piivat% rapine: 
individuals were kuli tpped wlnlll m thcit fields tnd in their 
gardens; tillic Wras in univetiii ltding ot dilhuil and a pie- 
henfion: the natncsnevei wtnt any diilance i'cm home 
without lieing atined, and wl tn itked the it ifon by Captain 
Wilfon, pointed to a fl.ve 11 ip then Iving within fight* 
Thefe tra itaiftions m*ght be patalltled hv others of a fort 
exadlly fimitar thro ighout f vciy pair ot tin Have coafl ; and 
he thought 11 perfeiEl'y un icceflaiy tor hiin to tiefpals on the 
time and pane ice ot gentlemen, by attempting to tiiiuroerate 
all occuirences of fo atrocious a nature. 

Purfuing their progtefs fouthward, tliey came to the Wind¬ 
ward Coafl; where, troni the evidence of Lieutenant Story 
and Mr. Bowman, they would fill all the foi e-men tinned* 
evils exifting, if poflihle, in a ftill highei degree : thf y would 
lee the rv.mains of vilhges which had been burnt, whilft the 
fields of corn were flill itandingbefide them, and every other 
trace of recent defolation. Here an agent was feiit to eftab- 
lifli a fettlement in the interior country, and to fend down 
|o the ihips fuch llaves as he might be able to obtain: the 
orders he received from his captain were a very model of 
concilenefs and perfpicuity; he was to encourage the 
chieftains, by brandy and gunpowder, to go to war, and 
make Haves.” He pun finally performed his part, the 
chieftains were not backward in theirs; the neighbouring 
VeL.XXlX., Bb villages 
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^Uagn were raniacked, being furrotinded and fet on fire in 
the night; thoir inhabitants were feized when making their 
efcape, and being brooght to the agent, were by him for* 
warded, men, women, and children, to his principal on the 
coaft. Mr. How, a botaniil, who, in the fervice of Go* 
vernment, vilited that country with Captain Ihompfon, 
gave in evidence, that being at one of the fubordinate fettle* 
ments on the Gold Coaft, on the arrival of an order for ilaves 
from Cape Coaft Caftlc, the native Chief immediately fent 
forth his aimed parties, who, in the night, brought m a fup* 
ply of all defcnptions, and the neceftary aftortment was next 
day fent off, according to the order. But Mr. Wilberforce 
would not the the attention of the Committee; the whole 
extent of the Afiic'in '‘o ft tnrnifhed but one uniform detail 
of fimilar mftancts of i ibarity. 1 here would be no end 
of multiplying pirticuiar cafes ; he would, therefore, only 
mention o' e or two more, lefs for their own fakes, than for 
the conclufion that was to be dnwn from them. hen 
Captaii Hills was in the riser (lamhin, happening acciden¬ 
tally to irenlion to a black pilot, who was in the boat with 
him, that he wanted a c ibin boy, the pilot told him he would 
foon obtain him one; nnd accordingly, fome youths being 
on the fhore w th ^ egetables to fell, he beckoned to them to 
come on<board ; at the fame ti ne, by winks and iignificant 
geftuits, giving Captain Hills to undeiftand that he might 
then take, his ch tee: and when Captain Hills rejeifted the 
propofal with indignation, the pilot feemed perfe^ly at a 
iofiyto iccount for his warmth, and dryly obferved, that the 
llaife captains would not have been fo Icrupulous. There 
was howeser, another tranladlion which he muft diftinflly 
ftatc, not only on account of its enormous magnitude, but 
alfo becaufe it efttblifhed, beyond all controaeriy, the fre* 
quency of thofe adits of i apine, which was the conclufion he 
had before refcired to. When Gene*‘al Rooke, a refpedlable 
Member of that Houfr, commanded in His Majefty’s fettle* 
ment at Goree, fome of the fuhjefts of a neighbouring king, 
‘With whom he was on terms of amity, came to pay him at 
friendly vifit; there were fiora loo to 150 of them, men. 
Women, and children; all was gaiety and merriment; it 
was a feene to gladden the faddeft, and to foften the hardeft 
heart r but a Have captain, ever faithful to the interefts of 
his employers, is not fo foon thrown off his guard; with 
what aftonifhment would tlie Committee hear, that, in tho 
m'dftof this feftivitT, It was propoied to General Rooke t6 
feize the Whole of this unfafpe^ing irultitude, hurry theiti 
ow jioard the (hips, and carry them off to the Weft Indies^ 
It was not merely one man, bat three, who were bold enough 
tp venture on fucb a prepeCil! Thswb English ^Qate captains 
s preferred 
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preferred it as their joint reqoeft, alledging the precedetit of 
a former Governor, who, in a rimilarcafe, had coAfentedl 
If, in the annals of human wickedoef^ an inftance of fooler 
treachery were to be found, Mr. Wilberfosce was happy to 
be ignorant of it. But it was not on account of its magoi* 
tude that lie wiibed to imprafs it on the Committee, ib much 
as becaufe it was a pregnant proof of the frequency of the 
ads of rapine he had before defcribed ; for, what mull be the 
habits of the Have trade, what mull have been the lamiliarity 
with fcenes of depredation, produced on the minds of the 
ilave captains, when three of them durft not only meditate 
within themfelves, not only confer with one another, but 
bring into the light of day, and carry to a Britilh officer of 
rank, a propofal which one would have thought too horrid 
to be allowed for a Tingle moment, even in the deepell retire¬ 
ment, in the daikell recel^s of the moll depraved heart.— 

This would Hand in the place of a thoufand particular in- 
fiances; this argued a foregone conclulion, and gave colour 
and credibility, if requifite, to every other ad of violence 
Bated in evidence before the Committee; he would, there¬ 
fore, now confine himfelf to a proof or two of a circumlian- 
tial nature; a fpecies of evidence which was frequently even 
more fatisfadory than the moll unexceptionable pofitive teAi- 
mony. The Committee, perhaps, was not a war# that the 
ufual proportion of children on board the Have fhips, on 
moll parts of the coall, was one-third of the whole cargo, 
fcarcely ever lefs than one-fourth : on the Gold CoaB, the 
latter was the moll ordinary proportion. It api'eared from 
the evidence of one of their opponents* witneBes, who had 
relided there many years, that the only way in which chil¬ 
dren could be brought into that fituation, was by whrle fa¬ 
milies being fold when the principals were condemned for 
witchcraft, and at the fame time it was faid, that the number 
of perfons convided of this crime was extremely fmall, in¬ 
deed, and that the younger part of a family, in thefe cafes, 
was often fpared, thus, every legal avenue by which thefe 
poor creatures could be brought into the clutches of the flaVfe 
captains, was Biut up by their opponents’own declarations ; 
and irrellBible confirmation was ajEbrded to the poBtive teBi- 
mony of the witnefies he had called, that in thefe very parts 
of the coafi the kidnapping of children very generally pre¬ 
vailed. But it was not only by ads of outrage that thefe 
poor creatures were brought into bondage; every other pof- 
fible mode was reforted to, and, in particular, the adinini** 

Bration of juBice was turned into an engine for that end: 
the fmalleB crimes were punilhed by a fine equal to theyaluc 
of one or more Baves, which, if the paity was unable,to 
P9y» he was himfelf to be fold into flaveryi Crimes were ^- 

Bb 2 brkat^ 
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bricated, falfe accafattons and convlAions were reforted to, 
and prrfons fometiines empbyed to feduce the unwary to 
th cominiilicn of nnies» with a view to the conviilion and 
fal* of the cuinrit. It was another effetSl of this trade, 
w hid) he tlioughi w* 11 woiihy of being utgrd, that it cor- 
ii)>> li the moral principle of thofe who earned jt on, every 
polx.i)le tt. ud was put in piadtice to deceive the ignorance of 
the naiiye‘. by fi'te «eighth and meafures, adulterated com- 
im dities, and othf-r impolitions of a like fort: thde were 
even acknowl-dged by many who had theinlelves pra^ifed 
them, ill obedieme to the oidtis of their fuperiors. He en¬ 
larged >i Imleoii this topic, a’ld called on all who wire inte- 
re/l d, foi the hoi m »• of the mercantile charadei, to re- 
noi I’ce .tiid pu*" ae I’d :o a tiaflic, which, ever faithful to 
its own cii.iiadei, wa»« as con'emptihle foi meannefs, as 
it \ as hateful f n its crutltv. was a circumHance tiy no 
means to he omitted, though hehadfaiKd to obierve it in 
It' pn pel place, that the ^e-nlemcn of the Weft Indies ac- 
knovi Wged, wi»h giear r indour, th. t ftives were often ob- 
taiindiii the uii\vart.iiitahle modes he had mentioned; lie 
cjuiitcu the dedal at ion of the Jam uca Committee, That the 
African ti ide was no ti.ide rt theiis, and particularly fpeci- 
fied Ml Ottley. whofe ninie h ci uld ne\tr mention but 
with lelpcfl. decl.11 mg th.U this was not thi* I mguage of 
compliment, hut tln-finceref ntnm nt ot his heart; he Ituped 
alfo tlitit Governor Pany’s li rter, in which be fpoke of the 
nefarious piadiceof the African ti.ule, on which Mr. Wil- 
berfoice had enk-rged on a former occtlmn, was ftill fiefti in 
the memory of the C'ommittet : hut there w.»s on" authority 
of fo re pedable a defci iption, that be fhnuld lie higbl. want¬ 
ing to h'S caule wne he not to adduce it: it w is the decla¬ 
ration cf agentlemm of gipat ability ai.d infoiinition, as 
well as of uncommon candour and libei.ihty of iinnd ; the 
Committee here would antu ipite the 1 aii’e'or \*r. hdwardt: 
that gentleman, m a very doquent fjieedi ddiveieJ in the 
Houfe of AfTembly in Jamaica, againd the propoluiops 
boovedby Mr. A^ilherfmce in tlie laft Parhuncut, fiankly 
expreflfedhiinfelf in the following terms: “ I am perfuaded 
** that Mr. Wilbeifoicehas been very iiglitly iiifonred as to 
« the manner in winch ilaves are geneially piocured. Tlie 
intelligence I h ive colleded from my own negroes, .*ibun- 
** dantly confirms Mi. Willieifoice’s account; and I ha\e 
not the fmalleft doubt, that in Africa, the efFeds of this 
** trade are precifdy fucli as he repreients them to be. Sir, 
« the whole, or the greateft parr, of that immenfe continent 
<< is a field of warfare and defolation ; a wildernefs, in which 
•<* the jijhahirants are wolves towards each other. That 
. this (bene of qppreflion} fraud, treachery, and blood, if 

“ not, 
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not originally occa&onedy is in party I will not fay whollyy 
. upholden by the flave trade, I dare not difpute. Every 
« man in the fogar lilands may be convinced that it is fo, 
« who Will enquire of any African negroes, on their litif 
« anival, concerning the circumftance of their captivity, 
** The ailertion that a great many of thefe are criminals and 
** convi£ls, IS mockery and inlult.” 

Yet thele tilings, Iiowever clearly proved by pofitive telli- 
mony, by the concefTion of opponents, by particular infc- 
lente, by genual realoning, by the moll authentic billoriet 
of Afiica, by the experience ot all countii^s and of all ages, 
theie things, and even their poiTihility, were denied by many 
relpe 6 lable perlons, who have been brought forwaid on the 
prefent occ-ilion, as evidence to fupport the continuance of 
the Have trade ; they were chiefly perfons who had been Go¬ 
vernors of loita in Africa, or who had long commanded fliips 
in the trade, ho foon as he had known the deiciiption of tle 
witiiillts will m It was intended to call, Mi. V. ilberforce 
had been prtpued for the clle£ts of much pieiiuhc»*. It was 
natural to imagine perions would he piepoficfled in favour cf 
the comnipice they had Irng earned on, and perhaps their 
fatheis heioie them; but ail Ins apprehenfions on this head 
had been greatly iurpafled by the teftimony which thev had 
given He did not mean to impeach then piiv ite charaAers, 
init they Cl rtainlv IHewcd themlelses under the infuence of 
Inch grois piejudices, as to render them incompetent judges 
ot tilt fuhjtfl they camefwrw aid to elucidate. 1 hey (eemtd, 
if he might fo fay, to be enveloped by certain attnolphere 
( f thru own, and to he, as it weie, tinough a kind of Afri¬ 
can medium; every objeA that met their eyes, came difloited 
and turned from its true diieAion Lven the dechrations 
made by themfilves, on other occafions, feemed wholly new 
and fliange to them; they fometimes forgot not only what 
Ithey hid Ipen, Init what they had fud; and when to one of 
them his own teflimonv to the Pi ivy Council was read, he 
millook It for that of another gentleman, whole evidence he 
declaicd to be “ the mereft hurlefque in the world.” They 
altogether denied kidnapping oi village breaking, or the falfe 
imputation of delinquencies. It was not meiely that they 
iflecUied that they had never been themfelves engaged m 
iruSlicesof this nature, which Mr Wilberfoice did not im- 
>ute to them; they not only denied their aAual exigence, 
Jut their very poffibihty. It w is curious to ohfervehow this 
fame liahif, when once contiadled, could flick by a man in 
iinother fltuation; and he was not forry to have to exemplify 

i t in the inllance of a perlon, whofe private charaAer was, 
e believed, refpedlable. Mr. Barnes, ilnce his return front 
k Africa, had been engaged 111 the wmc tiade; and when eic* 

aminedt 
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3 ii)Uie<l a few years ago 00 the fubje^fc of the Wine bill be¬ 
fore the Honle^ he made a declaration exadlly parallel to 
what he has now faid concerning the ilave trade. “ Will the 
** prcpofed bill tend in any degree to prevent the adulteration 
** of wine I do not fee bow it can , but with that I 

“ am 


, • liis faffage gave oceafion to the jelhwtng eerre/fendeitce 

“ Sir, 

** IT was with much furpiife 1 uai informed, upon coming to tovin 
•n Tut-fday laft, that in vuur fpeech, the preceding cecning, upon the 
^lave Trade, }ou had treated my name with great leveruy, and 1 was 
the more aftomlbed at it, as I was not conicious of having, in ai y one 
inliauce, piovoked your refentment, having never mtein eddied in tint 
particular buOnefs, farthei than when putliclv called upon to give evi¬ 
dence cither to the Privy Council or to Parliament. If that evidenre 
was notlati.iaolory to you,lam forty for it, 1 gave it faiilv and honeil- 
]y, not prejudiced by habits, fori have not been in the habit of tiid iig 
for ilaves, not bailed by mtereft, fori have noiniereAin the preient 
queftton, nor had I any attachment, except that ficicd attachment to 
tiut'i, which no confideiaiion would tempt me to dejuit fiom. 

Had my evidence been cither evahve, pievaiicaiing, oi contradic¬ 
tory, It wouM havedeferved the fiverefl: anmiadveriions, and 1 ihould 
jultly have incurred the indignation of you and every ether gentleman 
in liic Houle , but in a very lung and very fatiguing cxaminaiioii, 
where itwis almoft impollibie to avoid confufion, had 1 attempted to 
deliver a fabricated tcftimony, 1 think I may fately challenge you to 
adduce a itngle anfwcr, which 1 am not able to defend. 

** I mu.l, therefore, beg leave to fubrait to your feelings, as a gen¬ 
tleman, how far the heat of argument, and the lioneiV zeal you have 
manifeftcd, can juftify to your own mind, iniinuations againft the fur 
fame of a man who has {be fatisfadion to have pafled many years m 
various ftations of life, with a chara&cr as yet unimpeached. 

** I muft intreat you will have the goodnefs to refer to my teftiiro- 
By, as taken down by thecletks, if, upon Aich reference, you find 
you have, through inadvertence or forgecfulneis, applied ray particular 
name to general defcriptions of evidence, or ilated as evidence of fa£l’, 
what was dclivcied only as matter of op nion , or if you Iball difcovcr, 
that in the courfe of your Ipcech, you have, fiom the cauies above al¬ 
luded to, either warped, mutilated, or nnllated m\ evidence, fo as to 
gi e It any other than the plain and obvious meaning, by which my 
reputation may be affeflec!, and my veiacity brought into quei- 
tion, 1 am convinced your guod fenfe, the libciality of your mind, and 
your love of juilioc, will piompt you to take tlie carlieft opportunity 
of acknowledging any loaccuiacics, irto which a laudable eagernefs in 
« caufe elpoufcd from the moil noble principles, may have betrayed 
you. 

•* In your fprech upon this occapon, you were pleafed to allude to 
any tcflimony on anothei, and as it appears in the newfpapers, what I 
laid on that itibjedl, is fo roiilated, that (to fay nothing of my moral 
•utpRude) the groileft folly is imputed to me; I am charged with hav- , 
iDg faid that 1 had nc\er hard of luoh a thing ns the adtdteiation ot 

, wine. 
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■( am unacquainted) as I know nothing of tlse adulteration 
of wine.**——** I know nothing of kidnapping,”——«♦ I 
** know nothing of the adulteration of wine.” 

But 

wine. Reflediont on my underfianding I can eafily fubmit to, but 
when they are adduced as a proof of the laxity of my morals, 1 con* 
fe' 3 1 feel the imputation with no finall degree of pungency. 

** I beg you will oonfider this letter as an appeal to your feelii}gs, 
from a man who regards a reflexion upon his charafler, uncontradid* 
cd, unattoned for, as the greateft misfortune he could labour under, a 
misfortune which is aggravated by a conlideration that the a't a k come* 
not fiom the levity of an idle dccUimcr, but from the gra\ity of a Se> 
nator, difiinguilhed for hts virtues, and the foundnefs of his uuder- 
fimding; a man who is notfuppofed capable of a piemeditated injury^ 
but willing to make reparation, where he has undLiignediy ofiendleid. 

1 am. 

With mudi rerpcfl, 

Sir, 

Your olu-dient. 

And very humble ferrant, 

(Signed) JOHN BARNfiSw 

Littlt St. 

April as, 1791. 

ATHlicm JVilberforce^ ^/f•” 


■Mill— I I ■ a 

Clap ham t Monday April aj, I 7 ft« 

•* Sir, 

** You do me no more than juftice in foppofing that fo far from td* 
fering any one a premeditated injury, 1 Ihall never be backward ta 
make reparation where I may have given nadefigned offence ; and muft 
therefore begin by declaring very fincerely, that 1 am lorry any thing 
which fell from me, in the Uoufe of Commons, Ihould have given yona 
fo much uneafinefs} nor can 1 conceive this would have been the cafe* 
if yon had not received an erroneous account of what I faid. 1 am the 
rather inclined ro this opinion, becaufe of the ezprellions of which yoia 
make ule, ** fabricated tefiimony,’* and other terms of flmilar import f 
whereas neither then, nor at any time, cither in public or pnvate, 
have I ever expreflrd or imputed to you an intention to deceive. For 
that very reafon, and on account of my believing your private charafler 
to be refpeAable, (a fentiment which, to the beft of my recolledion, 
1 exprefledon my legs) I feiefied you at a fitter inftance of the influ* 
cncc of prejudice} for you muA ezeufe my faying, that I certainly was 
in no degree convinced by what you faid, and that I could only afcriba 
to the force of habitual and inveterate prejudice, your denial of the 
^ffibilify of foAs, which appeared to me to be proved in innumerable 
infiancct, by indifputable teftimony. 

** My allufion to the declaration you made at the bar, when ex* 
mined tefore the Houfo of Commons on the Wine bill, ** cYiet you 
y knewnotbingof the adulteration of wine," was meant more ete 
|eke than ought elfe, and as fuch 1 am clear it was taken j nor have X 
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Bnt the Hoiife muft be awai^ that there was not only an 
African nledi^ln^ but an African logic too: it ieerned to tfe 
an acknowledged maxim in the logic of Africa, that every" 

perfon 

crer thought fo much of the force of the espreffionij at fiucc I perufltd 
your letter. 

I am. Sir, 

, Your mod ubedient, 

Aud humble fervanr, 

(Signed) W. WILBERFORCE, 

F/q-** 


« Si*, 

*• I rctuin you my fincere and h''arty thanks for your polite and very 
obliging fdvoui of the zttbtnll which I received upon coming to town 
yefierday ; you have laid every thing I could defiie, for the iatufaflion 
of my own particulai feelings, and I am far from being fo unreafouable 
as to eapeft you ibould be convinced by any opinion of mine} the more 
cfpeCially, when that opinion has been contradi£led by the teftimony of 
pofitive fa£ls. 

But though the letter winch you have done me the honour to 
write ba« fet my mind pcrfe£lly at calc, fo far as it famhes me that no 
imputation W'as intended againfl: my chara£ler, yet I mull beg legve to 
fubnfic to your own good icnfe, and to your feelings a& a gentleman, 
whether fomcthingfaithcr is not neceflary to remove that ftain which 
my reputation has afiually fuffvred, either by the niifconception of 
people in the Houfe, or by the erroneous account of your fpeech tn the 
newfpapers ; in a cafe of fo delicate a nature as this, I would not pre« 
fume to fugged any particular remedy, if it were not from an appre- 
henfion that you might imagine I expeded unrcafonable conceflions, and 
in order to prove that 1 have not the mod remote wilh for any thiag of 
that kind, I have taken the liberty to write underneath, whatl chink 
might be proper to infeit as an article in the Diary. If this Ihbuld 
meet your ideal, it will give me indnite pleafure; if not, you will lay 
me under a lading obligation, by favouring the with your authority for 
the iufertion of any other paragiaph which may be more agreeable to 
your own feelings, and which may anrw'.r the purpofe dclired. 

I am, 

With much refpeft. 

Sir, 

Your mod obedient. 

And mod humble fervant, 

(Signed) JOHN BARNEt. 

Liute St. 

^r/ 7 17,1791. 

ITm. iniberfwce^ Ffq.** 


Ftvpo/ed 
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? f>rfon who o0ered a flave for fali^ haJ^ a right to fell him. 
fowever fraudulent the manner might be m which the bro¬ 
ker had obtained the Have, if they paid him a juft price for 

him, 


tropofed ftr Infertion* 

In the Bccounti given by the papers of Mr Wilbcrforce’s fpeech 
in the HouTt of Commons, on Monday the 18 th inftanr, (ome impu> 
tarion arc fiated to have been made on the chara ter of Mr. Barnes, as 
an evidence. 

** We have authority from Mr. Wilberforce to declare, that he had 
not the moft remote defign of impeaching the veracity of Mi. Barne% 
or of thtowing any reflexion on his chara£lcr * 


ChphafHf t^^U 

« S 18 , 

** I mud repeat ir, tliar if, at you apprehend, your reputation hat 
fuffered in conrequenct of a miiconreptmn or miftatement of what fell 
fiom me the other night in the Houfe of Commons, lam very forry for 
It, and X (honll be glad to remove your diAiuirtude, if 1 could do it 
with piopnety, but the mode you have lu&geded, of my authorifing 
the infertion of a parigraph in the newtp peis, cortefling their miftate- 
meot, IS one which I think would be neither fcrvaceable to ^ou, nor 
becoming for mylclf. 

I am. Sir, 

Youi mod obedient, 
humble knant, 

(Signed) W. WII (JERFORCL. 

Barnes f Efq ’* 


• lattle Su Helen’s^ May 2, 1791. 

« Sl», 

** On the 2 8 tb ultimo, I was obliged to go into Hamplhire, andup« 
on my ictuin hcie this evening, 1 was foiiv to find by your tisoiii of 
the 29 th, that you did not approve the mode which I took the liberty 
to lugged, in my letter of the 27 th, foi the lemovil of any unfavour¬ 
able impredions of me, occafioned by your fpeech on the iSth , and ac 
you have not thorught proper to offer any other mode o* doing that 
public judiceto my chiia£ler, which the piefent cair (,ives me a fair 
right to cipe£f, I mud take the libertv to aviil myfelf of the only 
means in my power, that of publilhing sour letter to me of the 25 ch ; 
string my wilh, however, to avoid as much as poihhle whatever may 
in any degree hurt your feelings. I dull del^ this publication for two 
or three day , that if you can propofe any othu expedient, more agree- 
VoL. XXiX. C c aUa 
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hint ill Wit light* it was a perfeAly £ur hnta fidt tianfac- 
tion. This was not a charge brought bf the witneflef for 
the abolition merely^ but was exprefliy and avowedly de¬ 
clared by maiiy of the moft experienced of the witnefles * 
againft it, and dented by none. It would have ftopped 
** my trade” faid one of diem, ** to*have afked the broker 
*< how he ccme by the perfon he was ofiering me for fale.” 

We always fuppofe,** faid another, the broker has a 
“ right to fell the perfon he oilers us.” “ I nevc{ beard of 
** fuch a queftion being alked,” faid a third, and in ftill 
Wronger terms, a man would Ite thought a fool that ihould 
«* put fuch a queftion.” Mr. Wllberforce hoped the Houfe 
would be aware pf the pradical utility of this reafoning. ft 
was the key*ftone that held the whole building together. By 
the help of this convenient principle, a flave captain might 
go up and down the whole coaft of Africa, and fee nothing 
but equity and jufticc; and the African Committee, repoftng 
on this grand maxim with perfedl fecurity, report gravely 
and formally, that they had heard but of two mftanCes of 
mifcondudt in the fpace of forty years. The Have captains, 
however, could not be altogether abfolved, even by availing 
themfelves to the full of this principle, excellent as it was ; 
for depredations were frequently committed by the European 
ihips themfelves, efpeciaily when they were pafitng by any 

( * 

able toyouifclf, I may hate the fatisfaftion of adopting it in prefe* 
rcnce. 

I am, 

With much refpefl, 

Sir, 

Your moft humble. 

And moft obedient fervant, 
(Signed) JOHN BARNEI. 

tTilllam Wilbe'^Strce, Efu." 


fmlaee Yari^ 

W'einffiiy Monang, May 4. 

** Sts, 

** On my return home late lad night, I found your letter of the ti 
inftant, in reply to which 1 can only fay, 1 can hate no objection te 
your pubhAing my letter of the a 5 th of April, adding only, that ia 
that ^ 6 , I muft beg you to publilh the wholcof our correfpondcncw 

1 am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 

And humble fertant, # 
(Signed) W. WILBERFORCS 

Earnest ' 

par 
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Mrt of the coaft where they did not mean to continiie.<^ 
Hence it wac, that, as feveral captains of the navy, and 
ethers, had given in evidence the natives, who kept canti- 
oufly aloof from the Have ihips, would never come near the 
men of war, till fully fatisfied they were not of the former 
defcription; after which they laid afide their fears, and came 
and continued on board wJth unfufpefling chearfulnefs. 

But, Mr. WilberforceTaid, he would not detain th& Com¬ 
mittee any longeron thisbranthof the queftion, and added, 
let us withdraw from ibis difgraceful fcene, and,-in the 
words of an emphatic writer, turn our eyes for relief to 
fome ordinary wickednefs.” But alas! no fuch rrlief was yet 
to be enjoyed by tliem :on the contrary, aftill more dreadful 
fcene w'as opening to their view; but he had defcriled this 
part of the iubjed^ fo much at large on a former occafiop, 
that lie would fparc the Committee the pain of dwelling long 
on it now. Let them but reprefent to themfelves a veflel, in 
a fultry climate, heaped to the very brim with thefe unhappy 
wretches, torn from their homes in the way he had defcribed, 
and ignorant whUher they were going. He fcarcely knew 
how to exp.cfs himfelf; he could only fay, he was perfuaded 
that if the Committee could be tranfported where they might 
behold this dreadful fpeflaclt*, and after having takep a gene¬ 
ral furvcy of its multifaiious wretchednefi, if they were th^n 
to liilen to each man*s particular tale of forrow, they would 
want no other nigument for the abolition. It appeared from 
theevidencr, that in the year 1788, at the very moment 
when they were agitating this fubjedl within the walls of 
Parliament, all thofe dreadful occurrences which he was d^- 
fcribing were a£iually going forward on board theflave fhips; 
the fame dancing in fetters, the fame f nging, the fame eating ' 
by compulfion, tlie fame defpair, tlie fame infanity, and all 
the other abominations with which thistradewascharadlerized. 
New inflances occurred, wherein thefe wretched men (elud¬ 
ing the vigilance of their perfeciitors, who knowing what 
they had to expefV, had provided againll it by the ufual high* 
netting, that Handing precaution of an African Ihip) threw 
themfelves into the fea, and more than one, when in the 
of drowning, were obferved to wave their hands in triumph, 
exulting, to ufe the words of an eye-witnefs, that they had 
efcaped." Yet thefe things, viewed through that African 
medium he had already named, took a diilerent lhape and 
colour. It was faid by an adverfe witnefs. Captain Knox, 
that be had no doubt ** Haves lie, during the night, in tole¬ 
rable comfortnow, confidering that they were coupled in 
fetters, and were often fufiering under a diforder, the e£R:ds 
of which were too naufeous for defcription, in order to cor- 
fefpqnd wifh the Committee's ideas of tolerable comfort, it 

C e 9 xni{;ht 
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Q|ight f^em requifite that they fliould at leaft have rq(»n to 
lie on their hacks; bin how, in faft were they fometimes ac¬ 
commodated Mn one of Captain KnOx*s own voyages, in a 
veflel of 190 tons, he had 290ila\es, and a fpace which, 
accoiding to his account, would have held 43 more, being 
otlurviife occupied, the whole might be faid to contain .,33; 
and with this ptoportion of men and tonnage, Captain Knox 
franklj' declared, that pt-rliaps they hid not all the hieadth of 
their b icks. Yet, in anothci .voy ige, in a vellll of 108 ton<>, 
he earned 450; and in a thud, offroin 130 to 150 ton«, he 
earned 6cofl'iVPS; neither flioiitd it bf forgotten, tliat ihe 
number of teamen beii g ali%ays increafed in proportion to the 
Haves, they alio mull hivt been moie numerous in the two 
laft voyag-^s. What, in ihis fituati in, muft hive been the 
comfort of the flaies, hekff to theconfideiation and feelings 
of the Committee. not! r inflance of tins Africa! felt- 
deception, Mas to be found on the record of the Committee, 
in the cafe of a Captain, of whom he had hi ird that ht was 
one of th( bed ever engiget m that trade, and of whom 
Mr. Wilheifotce did not doubt, that, in anv other iltuiMon, 
he would lta\( b<en alive to the feelings of hum.u)itv; t had 
been afTcited, that he hilheld het ci. ils to the mourh of 1 
fla\L, in o'der to compi l him to e\t; bur be ig qiitdioixd on 
the CiiS,umfn ice, not adriifing, in the (pint of Afiicaii 
log c, tl at qui facit pn ahum fa it ptr ft^ he denied the 
chargo V ith i idigniinm. ** I di 1 not,” f ud he, “ and I defy 
anv hol\ to piove that 1 d il ’* “ Did you nrvci order 
fucb i thing to he don “ I>ting fick in mv cabin, the 
chit f mate and futpeo I at diflercnt time', 'iifni ned me 
•• til It thcit was a in in i non »lie in \m dec\, that would nei- 
“ the e.it, dmk, m i <p 1 I defiled them to ufe every 
means in thui powir to i> riu. Ir him Tofpeif, and ifBgn 
“ reafons foi 1 in lilence. I defrtd them to make fome of 
“ the other Hives endeavour to m tke him fpeak : when I was 
« Informed he Adi remained obAin te, and not knowing 
^ whether it was fu’kinefs or inianitv, 1 ordered the chief 
“ mate, or fnrgeon, or both, to piefent him with a piece of 
fire m one h ind, and a piece of yam in the othei, and to let 
** me know what efFedl that had upon him; it was reported 
“ tome, tint he took the aim and eat it, and threw the fiie 
** o.eiboird ” 1 hs, fnd Mr. Wilb-iforce, is eating by 
dnttfje^ if any thing c in f e called fo; the Capt. in, however, 
tr umphs in the fue cfs of his expedient, and concludes his 
narrative by telling you that this veiy Have was afterwards 
fold for 4ol. at Gienada. Mark here the moral of the tale, 
and leain the nature and the cuie of fulkinei . 

Mr. Wlllerforce next obferved that if there could be any 
aggravation of the injuries infilled by the Europeans, on 
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the ii^abitanti of this devoted land, it was afforded b j eha- 
fiden^ who they were that were fo treated, and what was 
their fitoation in their own country. So long had he been con- 
verfant with the whole of this great fubjea, that on every 
part of It a crowd of ideas rufhed into his mind; hut he would 
endeavour fo to confine himfelf within particular points as to 
avoid trefpafiing too long upon the patience of the Committee* 
One witnefs fpoke of the acuteneis of their capacities; another 
of the extent of their memory; a third of their genius for 
commerce; otheis of their go^ workmanfliip in gold, iron, 
and leather; the peculi rly excellent texture of their cloth, 
and the beautiful and indehb'e tiiidlure of the dyes; and it 
was acknowledged hy ill, that they fupplied the'fhips with 
many ai ticks of pio\ ihon, with wood and w-itcr, and other 
neccflaii»‘s; feser.il iiicntipred, in high terms, their peaceable 
and gentle difpofltiors; their che irfuinefs, and their hofpi> 
talily;evvn thole who weie non.inahy ilaves, lived a coiW- 
fortahle, Inppy life, and wtfiemt hableto he punifhed hut 
for crimes, nor to lie (old \\ ithnut ihu foim of a trial, nor in 
fome parts u ithout the vetdnS of a jury. W hen one of the 
opponents* witnefles IS flstd concerning their condition and 
tre tment he fliews hy hi^ anlwer tin luipruflisn made on his 
mind; be delcrihes tin m as futing and e it ng v\ ith iheir mafler 
in the tine iUleof pitnaichal fimi I city and comfort.— 
\\crethple, then, .n ptople incapable of complete civiliza¬ 
tion Mt had been muii’Tncd, he knew, by lome, lint they 
weic an iiifdlt’ir r fpic t , th’t they weie even d' onnd by the 
Almighty to the fiith rings they undeiwent, and that we 
W( It merely the inftrunients o^ the divine vengea ice. To 
thole who uige tins aignment feriou'lv, it weie not difficult 
to mike a re ly; though he acknowkdgeil thit the compati- 
hi'ity of natuial and m nal esil with the exilienee of an all- 
powerful, all wile, and ill meiciful Ciovernoi of the wotld, 
was a inj fir ry besvond the reach of the human inti Uefli. But 
in the mouths of thofe, who, inllcul of lubmittmg with re- 
lu£lance to the painful tifk of inAiclmg this punilliment, 
courted and fued for the employment, and turned it to thp 
puipofes of their private intereft, it Itrmed to him to deferve 
a very diffeient treatment, and to be, indeed, nothing leis than 
agtofs and impious hi ifpbemy. 

Mr* Wilberforce added, that inving made thefe remarks, 
hecould fcarcely tnteitain 1 doubt of there being hut one wifh 
generally prevalent m the Hoiife, concerning the abolition of 
the 111 ve-trade. Hew is av ne, however, that an opinion 
had gone forth, thu the m>-a{uie would he attended with in¬ 
fallible ruin to the VIeft India Iflands. He tru'ted he fhould 
prove that the dlle£t contrary was the truth; but this, he 
muft fay, was moie than any one, on any principles, had a 
3 right 



PARLIAMENTARY A. 1791. 

right to require. For his own part, he confeflMi that» ' 
tonfidering the mifet ies this tradeentailed on Africa, hisliberty 
of choice was taken from him; he muft, at all events, deter* 
mine for the abolition; but furely no man, however free he 
might deem himfelfto decide on grounds of expediency,—- 
Would require more at his hands than that he ^ould (new 
the meafure would not prove abfolutely ruinous to the Weft 
Indies^ No petty, no dubious intereft would, by any one, 
be ftated as a fufiicient plea to juftify the extenfive and certain 
evils he had enumerated. He wpuld not detain the Com* 
mittee for a moment, in arguing againft the bringing of new 
lands into cultivation, by fieih iinpoi rations of African Haves; 
for even apart from every confideration ofjuftice and huma* 
nity, the impolicy of the meafure was iudifputably clear. 
Let the Committee conHdei the dreadful mortality thA at* 
tendt'd the opening of new Imds; let them look to the evi* 
deuce of Mr.Woolnch, and theie fee a contrail uiawn be* 
tween the flow, perhaps, but furt, progrels of cultivation, 
carried on in the natuxal nay, and the attempt to force itn* 
provements, which, however flattering the profpeil might 
appear at tlio outfet, foon produced alo'd of dibt and m- 
ex'iicahlc embarraflinents. He might even appeal to the 
enormous lum, faid by the Well Indians themlclves to 
am >unt«»to more than ao,ooo oool, owing to the people of 
thi** country; and challenge them, on any principles, to con¬ 
tend that any new fyflein would involve them li> deep as that 
on which rlicy had hitherto proceeded. But he would leave 
this head, referring the Committee to the evidence of Mr. 
Irving, agentlcman, to whofe abilities and merits the Houfe 
and the country were no llrangcis; one of the few men Mr. 
W'ilberfurce had known, who united great and accurate 
knowledge of detail, with a deep and comprehenlive view of 
the geiieial principles of the commercial f^llem. He called 
on the Houfe at large, and particularly on any gentlemen of 
the Well Indies, who might be prefent, tolillen tohim calm¬ 
ly and dilpaflionately, and lie was perfuaded they would re- 
* joire as much as he could do, if he were able to make out hiq 
point. The grand bafis on which w'er^ bottomed all the ob- 
jedlions of tliofe who maintained the contrary opinion, he ap¬ 
prehended to be this, that the flock of Haves now in the iflandS| 
could not lie kept up by propagation, but that it was necef* 
fary, from tune to time, to recruit them with imported Afri¬ 
cans. In dire£l refutation of this pofition, he Ihould pf’cve^ 
firfl, that in the condition and treatment of the negroes, 
there were caufes fuflicient to afford us reafon to expedl a 
conflderable decreafe, paiticularly that their increafe had not 
been a feriout objeifl of attention; fecondly, that this decreale 
was, in fadl, notwitbflandlng, very trifling, or rather, he 
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believed, he might dechue it had now adually cealed; and 
thirdly, he Cbould urge many dUvdl and collateral fa£ts and 
argtamenti^ conftituting, on the whole, an irrcfiftible proof 
that even a rapid incieafe might henceforth be expefled. 

It was much to be lamented, he faid, that on both iides, 
this great fubjddl had been treated in a manner by no means 
calculated to anfwer the purpofes of a cool and deliberdie en¬ 
quiry ; there had been too much warmth and acrimony, h or 
ms own part, he hoped he had always both thought andLfpoke 
with candour and moderation. In judging and (peaking of 
the condition and treatment of Haves m the Well Indies, he 
had nevei adopted thofe indifcriminate cenfures, into which 
fome had incautiouily fallen. It would be in the highell de¬ 
gree unjuft to the gentlemen of the Weft Indies not to ob- 
lerve this diftin£lion, and a due regard to it would have tend¬ 
ed to foften afperity, and even {lerhaps to haxe preveMt^ed 
much of the oppolition they ha\e given. In hating, as he 
was about to do, the leading circumAances of rhe coiiUiiion 
ofthen^roes, it would, however, be mceCtry toreuuik, 
that, whatever fplendid inftances there mighr he ot good 
treatment, there were fome evih of tlmoil: univei'al opt-ra-^ 
tion, fuch he meant as Wvre necellaiiU coniiecuci with a 
fyftem of lla^ery. Abo\c all, the Hate of d grudatioii to 
which the (laves were reduced, d'-ferv d to be noticed in this 
regard, and from which the word confequepces itiultvd in a 
thoufand ways, both to their own comfort, and tv>n to their 
mailers* interefts. Of this there could not be a more itriking 
proof than the utter inattention to them as moial agents. It 
was not merely thit they were woiked unJ-r the whip like 
cattle; but no attempts weie ever made to inflru^ them in 
the principles of religion and morality. Th.v, rogeih^r 
with the acknowledged negle^ of any attempt to introduce 
regular marriage among them, applied diredly to the iiuefiion 
concerning their increalc, and tended to refute the notion of 
its having been ferioplly attended to. Ihe gentlemen w'io 
sflerted this, and who (aid they could point nut nothing de- 
feflivein the treatment of Haves, h.'td fiankly confeifed that 
their morals were utterly negle£fcd, and that the heft conte- 
quences might beexpeded to relult from their being attend- 
M to; and how could it but be fo, when, as was declared by 
thefe very fame gentlemen, promilcuous iittercouife, early 
proftitution, and exceftive indulgence in (pintuous liquors, 
were material caufes of their decreafe ? Indeed, the happy ef- 
feSts of inftruding the Haves in the principles of religion, hid 
lately been experimentally proved, particularly in the Ifland 
of Antigua, were^ under the teaching of the Moravians and 
Mcthodiftf, they had Cq far profited, that the planters them* 
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confe fi &J their as propertft was mcfca&d one* 
l^ird hf their increafed l^bitt of regularity and iudul^^. 

Whatever might have been faid to the contraiy, it was 
plainly to he inferred, from the evidence, that the daves had 
not been under the prote<^ion of law. Colonial ftatutes had, 
indeed, in iome cafes, been palled, which might feem to afford 
them a fort of qualified prote<^ion ; but, however ill treated 
by their mafiers, they had not been confidered at having a 
right Sq any rediefs. A curious inftance in point occuried to 
his recollediun: it was contained in the evidence of Mr. Rofs, 
a gentleman, for whom he muft be allowed to exprefs fenti- 
ments ot unfeigned refpefl and regard. I'here was fometUing 
in the manner ol hts coming forward, to give his teftimony, 
that ede^ied the highofi honour on his character. Some of 
hf'' neared and mod intimate connexions were in the Wed 
Indian line; hut when he (Mr Wilbeiforce) without any 
previou acquaintance or iiitroduSion, called him forth to 
te'l w'l.ar h#* knew, he did not difregard the appeal, but dept 
fo’ward from a principle of duty which fuperfeded all per- 
fur r }nud''rations. Mr. Rofs mentions an indance of ado- 
• nidi iv'^'raelty. committe > by a Jew. It was butjudiceto 
ad', a* th man was confideied with detedation whenever 
th- cin'umdaiice was told; but, though a matter of notoiiety, 
ir d' " noi ft'em to have entered into the contemplation of 
any ,*dllon, to call him to a lega^ account; and Mr. Rofs ex- 
] >1 t ly J^'clnied, th.it he conceived a madrr had a right to 
j tiiiih his Have in whatever manner he might think proper, 
'ill i \nie was declaied by numberlefs other witnelles. There 
w ould be no end of going into particulars. An affertion, 
however, was to be found to the contrary, and fome records 
of convidlions had been fent over as proofs of it. Mr. Wil- 
berforce went into the particulai s of thefe records, foj the 
purpofe of refuting the conclufion they were meant toeda- 
bhlh; particula ly remaiking, that the convi£lions were 
all of a very late date, and that in one of them, where a 
mader had cruelly cut the mouth of a child, of fix years old, 
a'mod from ear to ear, fo drange and fo novel a' dofStrine did 
it appear to the ju'^v, that'a mader was li ‘hie to punilhment 
for any a£I of crueltv exercifed on a flave, that they brought 
in a conditional veidiX, “guilty, fubjefl to the opinion of 
** the court, if immodTatc corre£fion of a Have, by his 
mader, be a crime indiiSI^ble.*’ The court determined in the 
affirmative; and what was the punifhment of this abominable 
a^of barbarity? a fine ofqo fhiMings currency, equivalent 
to about 2z (hillings of our money! the (laves were but ill off 
in point of medical care; though that was an article wherein 
it might be expedied there wpuld he the lead defed, when 
they were the property of affluent planters, becaufe it was 
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In aprbdfent regard to ititen^ was the lea^ Kle- 
to be coQtitended^iv any fodden efff&t of paffion. S6itie« 
tiatttt 4 Or 5* or even o or 9000 flaves, were under the care 
of one medical man; which, difperfed on difiVrent and diftant 
eftates, were a greater number than he could properly attend 
to. 


There was reafon to believe the Haves in general wem under* 
fed: he might refer to the pofitive declarations to that ‘efieiSt 
contained in the evidence, and would confirm them by two 
or three additional arguments. 'Fhe flaves, in gnasral, were 
fupported partly by the produce of their own prdvifion* 
ground, partly by an allowance ffom their mafter of flour or 
gram. In thnfe lilands wherein the produce of the former 
were very trifling, owing to long and frequent droughts, 
their allowed food, inflead of being proportionably greater, 
was adlually lefs, than in other luands, where this produce 
was the moft confiderable. In one of tlie iflands, where, we 
are told, provillon ground does not anfwer one year in three, 
it was from 5 to 9 pints per week: in Dominica, where thefe 
never failed, from 6 to 7 quarts; and yet, even in the latter, 
it was univerfally remarked, that the flavet were in far better 
health and fpirits, duiing the five or fix mouths of the crop 
or harvell feafon, notwithllanding the much harder labour ca 
that period, owing to their being then fomewhat bett^ fed. 
It appeared, in the evidence of a refpei^able witnefs on the 
fide of our opponents, that the utmoft weekly allowance 
generally given twa working negro in Nevis and St. Cbrifto* 
pher’s, where there was no provinon>ground, was but 11 pints; 
yet, in the a£l of AfTembly, lately pafled in Jamaica, it is 

S reforibed, that ai pints mall be allowed weekly to e<ery 
ave confined in prifon. In Nevis alfo, fo long ago as the 
year 1717» the rate of food was fixed at a pound of meat or 
afl), and a pound of bread, daily. A prifon allowance is not 
in general meant to be 4 uch at will pamper the body; yet how 
much does it here exceed that of the working field flaves in 
the old Leeward Iflands ? 

It was eafy to fee how, in the feveral paiticulars he had 
been mentioning, the flaves would feel the Kid efiedls of their 
maften* being embarrailed in their circumflances; whence 
would nutor^ly refult an abridgement of their food, with an 
intteafe at their labour: J>ut this led him to the mention of a 
capital caufe of the negroes* fuflerings, and confequent de* 
<^(e* This was the non refidence ot the planters, many of 
tfieaa perfoniof afluent fortunes, of found onderflandings, 
and liberal hearts; who> if they were on the fpot, would at¬ 
tend to thefe poor creatures, and feel themfeHres bound, 
both by duty and inclination, to promote their happinefs. 
Bttt'it was to no purpofe to fend out mdert, of the execution 
VoL. XXIX. D d e£ 
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nfivfuetitfaeyeoiUd know at little^ ata king, wito lived In 
nit oapital, could aafwet fnr what wat cariying on io the 
nod difiant part of hit dominions. An honourable baronet^ 
Sir George Young» and many otberty bad faid, they faw the 
Haves treated in a manner they were fure therr owners would 
have refented if it had been known to them: another honour^ 
able gentleman) Mr. Orde, had animadverted) in the ftrong- 
eft termS) on the miicondud of managers; the very changes 
of them) which were confefled by almoft all planters» were 
in irrefragable proof of this mifcondud. The fa& waS) that in 

S eneral they fought to eftablifli their chara£h>rS) which, as 
4 r. Ottley fuggefts, is generally determined by this conA- 
deratiori) the producing large crops at a fmall immediate ex* 
pence, too little conAdering how far the Aaves might fnffer 
from ill-treatment and exceifive labour. Mr. Long had no* 
Siced) and ieverely condemned this pradlice; and even the 
managers themfelves had acknowledged it to be their leading 
principle. But, if fromthefe caufes, the fiaves werefuch 
giievous fuAererS) even when they belonged to opulent and 
worthy men, what muA thsir ftate be, fubjedi to the fevere 
exaflions of want or avarice, and to the capricious cruelty of 
vulgar and unfeeling tyrants? the fad and humiliating efieds 
were but too abundant in the pages of the evidence, and he 
had rtther refer to them there, than undergo the painful taAc. 
of reciting them. 

But, in addition to all be had alrefady fald, concerning the 
caufes which had prevented the keeping npghe Aock of Aaves 
by breeding, he muft maintain, that it was inConteAably 
proved that the obje^ had never been ferioufly attended to. 
Here alfo, be need only appeal to the teAimony of the moft 
refpeflahle witneAes, who not only formed the opinion as an 
infallible concluAoii from what they faw with their own eyes, 
but who learnt it from the exprefs declaration of the mana^ 
gers and overfeers themfelves. But this was conAimedby 
the teAimony of their opponents, alfo. Mark the Aate of 
this controverfy! the advocates for the abolition alledged, 
that the Increafe of the produce was more attended to than 
the keeping up the Aock: thereverfe of the propoAtion was 
maintained by the planters. Now, it was natural to imagine 
that men would be always beA informed on thofe fubjedls 
with which their minds had been moA converfant. Yet it 
was Ukewife evident, moA univerfally, that the owners and 
managers, when alk^concerning planting and the produce 
of their cAates, are perfeAly at home: whenaOied concerning 
their proportion of males and females, the number of infants, 
and other fuch particulars, they know little or nothing about 
the matter. Even medical men were perfe£l adepts in the 
i^of planting; but when aAbcd the latter ^ueAions, con- 
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tie€ted withbveeli^ and rearing^ they faae d ^pdti a^kaced, 
and eonld give no information* 

Here it became necedTary tetemind the Committee^ that 
in oppoiition to hit flateraent of the condition and teeatment 
of the negroes, many very reQpeAable witneflet bad been 
called, and, in particuiar, moral perfont who had ierved in 
the iflands in high profeflional fitnationt* He knew what 
was due to their worth and charaAers; and he trufted that 
they would do him the jufttoe not to think him guilty of the 
fmalleft degree of peiibnal difrefped, whilft in the oifehar^ 
of a doty which was indifpenfable to the talk he had under¬ 
taken, he Ihould freely canvas their declarations. In the 
£rft place, he muft enter a general proteft againft th«r t^i- 
mony. He had formerly ftated, that an Adrairal*s viiit to 
a plantation mud make a holiday, and could adbrd no ade¬ 
quate idea of the general fituation o! the flaves. This, in¬ 
deed, might reafonahly be imagined; hut the Committee 
was now told as much by one of the party. ** 1 have often,** 
fays Mr. Rofs, ** had the honour of attending both Gover- 
** nors and Admirals upon tours in the ifland of Jamaica; in 
** the courfe of which, the eftates generally vidted belonged 
" to gentlemen of diftin£tion, where we were entertained 
with every mark of refped, and whofe eftates in general 
might be conddered in high order and good management; 
and it is not likely, even upon going into the fields 
or works where the negroes were employed, but that at- 
** tention would be paid by the white people and drivers, not 
** to harrow up the feelings of ftrangers of diftindlion, by 
f* the exereife of the whip, or the infilling of punilhments 
« at that particular time; and even if there were any difguft* 
f* ing ohjeifts, it is natural to fuppofe that they would b^ 
" removed upon fuch occadons.” In fadl, thefe gentleoMni 
afforded many proofs of their being under the Influence of 
prejudice. Two or three he woula mention t they, many 
Af them, declared that the abolition would be ruinous to tlm 
Weft Indies. Now, every perfon will acknowledge, that 
this muft depend upon the pradiicability of keeping up thtl 
ftock, without African fupplies: yet, when aiked as to tMl 
eircumftance^ their anfwer is. They know nothing about it! 
Hence it appeared, they had formra a concludon without 
premifes, a fuperflruAure without a foundation, which, of 
courfe, muft fall to the ground. Another point worthy of 
obfervatioD was, that their evidence often extended thtough • 
long feries of years* No defed, no ill treatment^ is remain¬ 
ed, in any portion of the time, nor it there any diftinfrion. 
of periods. The flaves are uniformly well cloathed, fo well 
fed, fo well treated, that nothing can exceed it: yet, almoft r 
in the fame breath, you are told of their amoidea fkaatioan, 
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iai tiMKttlicf ai^aov Ar better off than theo irtio ferdMirty* 
One of theoii to whom his country is under high obl^atioiai 
in jproof'that the negroes enjoj the protedion of )aw% meno 
tiooi n mailer’s having beenlenteneed to d^ath fur the mur¬ 
der of bit own flave; but thf recolledion of the reTpedable 
perlbnage muft furely have failed bun here) for the iaA t% 
that the ipurder of a Have was not then a capital ci ime. But 
’It Wat left extraordinary^ that the noble perion alluded to^ 
ihoold be miftaken on a fuhjedl not within his own province 
when others were mifinformed on it, to whom it more im<^ 
mediately belonged. Of this there were rejieated inBanres. 
A very refpedable governor bring alked, whether a mailer 
was liable to bepuoiihed capitally for the murder of his own 
Have, replied, ** he never entertained a doubt of it hiinlclf« 
nor ever heard a doubt of it expreflcd by any feniible or 
« reafonable man;^’ yet, bad bs looked intd the ilatute book 
of his own llland, he would have found, that the wilful 


murder of a flave was punilhable only by a fine of about 
} 8o 1. fterling. This however was a heavier penalty than 
that inflidled by the Barbadoes law; for 1. fierling wat 
there the amount of it. In fa£l, their opponents’ witneilesi 
by attempting to prove too much, had proved nothing, llie 
fiaves were faid to be in a better ilate than the pealantrj of 
this country, whom* toufethe emphatic language of Mr*^ 
Rofs, he Would not ^infult with a comperifonandthofo 
very circumftances had been infifted on as proofs of the afier- 
tion, by which it was moil palpably refut^. 

It bad been declared, aKb, that the negroes were happier 
as flaves, than if they were made free; and that, when made 
fitee, they never returned to Africa. There was fcarce, per- 
* llaps,_ in the whole courfe of the bufineTs, a more llriking 
of pimudiee, than was afforded by the firft of thefe af>* 
'Mrtions* He allowed that a flave, who was induftrions, knd 


ih a fitnation wherein he might, to advantagi^ difpofe of any 
Comdtiodities he had been able to raiie far fale, could Annually 
Iky by a little money,- which Mr. Wilberforce was glad to 
llave it to fay^ he believed, was- never taken from him.— 
When the favings of many years at length had accumulated 
to * bonfiderable amount, how did they then difpofir of It? 
'With this flint* ibv which they had been ftruggling during^ 
tlie whole couife of their lives, they went to their mafters 
and bought therrfneedoBi; they pur^afed their releafe from 
thrir fituation of fuperior happinefs* by the facrifice of their 
laff (hilling I and there was fcarcel^ any inftance mentioned 
ofaflaw^s pofleffing property, which was not accompanied 
by chat of his having ^us employed it: or, when they 
tnOQ^t the little which was fefc of their own lives not wortn 
tedtemifiB, tbkf would puichafe the fiocdom of a fon, a 
‘ 1 brotW, 
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iMOCfitri or 9 fhut afibrding at once, a prcK^ of tlio 
iraloe thef fet on freedom, and of difiatoreftcdnefs and focial 
aAAion, which did honour to the human charadtei. iiu(, 
the argument might be pulhed fiill farther. It was not merrlj 
that the Haves themfelves defired their freedom, ignorant per¬ 
haps of what might really contnbnte to their happineis, but 
it was by the gin of It that their mafieis remunerated their 
long and faithful fervices, as the heft reward with which they 
couM be recompenfed. Mr. W ilberforce would not (o ca¬ 
lumniate the Weft Indians, as to fuppofe they meant only to 
mock thefe poor people with a realevih for an imaginary 
good; nor yet that they were mocked by the laws wh ch held 
forth to them this boon of freedom, as the moft valuable re> 
compeitce they could receive. 'I he UiiTativtaiftion of the 
ilaves w^th theirftate of bondage would appear it ill more ftnk- 
ing, whdn it ihould be confidered, that they who bought 
their own freedom, in the manner he had above dele it)ed, 
from the habits of induflry, which were included in th<* \ery 
idea of acquiring fo much property, were likely to lu\e fmait- 
ed lefs than ordinary under the whip of the driver; and that 
they moil rather befuppofedto beinftuenced by tlie evils of 
their pieient ftatc, than by thefweets of that to which they 
afpire; for their ireedom, when obtaihed, wis ftill a ftatc 
of unprotected degradation, liable, as fufhciently apptaiclU by 
the evidence, to perpetual injury and inlult. 

With regard alfo to their not leturning to Aftica, this 
was an argument which could hardly be urged with ienouf- 
nefs. Sinking into yeais, perhaps, before they had fa\ed 
enough to purchafe freedom, and thus procure to themfelves 
the opportunity, was it to be expeded they ihould venture 
qcrois the Atlantic > if they could even reach their homes in 
fafety, all their kindred and connexions would be now, per¬ 
haps, no more; and when, above all, they would reafonably 
apprehend they might once more be kidnapped, once more 
hurried on board a ihip, and again forced to endure, and 
again iurvive the horrors of the middle paflage! but this love 
0 ? their native country, and their defire to return to it, was 
proved beyond a doubt: many of the witnefles had heard tliem 
talk of it in tcrnit of the ftrongeft aiFeXion. The aXs of fuicide 
were frequent, which, under their miftakeii notions, they 
committM as the readieft means of getting home, and under 
the fame notion that, death, they were teftored to their 
native land. Captain Wilfon aftures us, that the funerals, 
vliiXi, in Africa, were accompanied with lamentations and 
erics of forrow, were attend^, in the Weft Indies with 
eveij mark of exultation and joy. 

Mr. Wilberforce trufted that, on the whole, he had m*ide 
good his firftpropofttion, that the caules of decreaie weie fo 
. # maiiy 
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many and fi* greati diat thti.deereafe tiii||lit Wfonably hivn 
li^een eipeded to confiHenible. In faAy^ltowever,' 

fo^tbe iiland of Jamaica, which, he conceived, he might 
take as a fair fpecimen of the whole, it was very trifling; or 
irather, hebelteved, he might aflert, it had entirely ceafl;d 
Ibme years ago, and that the decreafe was only on the import<* 
ed Haves. He would not trouble the Houie at prefent with 
any thing more than the refolt of the calculations; hut he was 
ready to'enter into the detail of them whenever helhould be 
defir^. In the report of the Privy Council, they had the 
numbers imported, and the adlually exiiling numbers during 
the lail 90 years. From 1698 to 1730^ a period of 32 vears, 
the decreafe appeared to be three and a. half per cent; in the 
fecond period, from 1730 to 175$, the decreafe was two 
and a half per cent; in the third pe'iiod, from 17551 17^^» 

it wasleflened to one and three quarters and from 1768, to 
1788, at the vtmoft, it was not more than one per cent, 
wHich alfo mud be afcribed in a great di^gree to an extraor¬ 
dinary feries of hurricanes, and confequent famines, leaving a 
lofs that would Iw fully accounted for by the numbers of im-? 
ported Africans whp perifhed in the feafoning, a caufe of 
mortality which, it was evident, would ceale with the im¬ 
portation. From this, and other confiderations, he felt 
himtelf warranted to aflert, that the ilnves in Jamaica were 
now aflually increafing t nor need this furprife the Com¬ 
mittee; for it was borne put by the pofitive teflimony of 
Dr. Anderfon, a phyflcian of confiderable eminence, who 
folemnly gave in evidence, two years ago, to the Afl^bly 
of Jamaica, after enumerating the caufes of the mortality of 
flaves, that, notwithilanding all tliefe, he l^li^ved that there 
was a confiderable increafe oq the properties of tl^e ifland* 
and particularly in the pariih in which he refided.' 

Mr. Wilbeiforce faid, he would now proceed to folHl hi| 
engagement, and bring forward fuch'fads and reafonings ai( 
jumned his perfuaiion,' that the (laves muft henceforth be ex- 
peded to inersafe, and that even rapidly. And, ip the firll 
place, he muft draw a mpft importai^t inference from the gra¬ 
dual leflening of the decreafe which hp had already ftated; fon 
as this had uniformly kept pape with tlig muhofation of tha 
flaves* treatment, lo tliere was evryy reafoh to hopp, 
this (hould be ftill mended, the decreafe woul^ con.tinup 
leflen in proportion. This expedation was put almoft be.r 
yond a doubt by the following circumftance, that wherever, 
any one of thofe caufes, to which be had afcribed the decreafe 
of flaves^ had been either wholly, or in a great dt^ree, re¬ 
moved, the decreafe appeared to havebeeif flopped, though-^ 
all the other caufes continued in foil operation. Thus, in ^ 
the cafe of feyeral d their opponents*. witQeflps, whthevecL^ 
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the gentleman exaauned had fed* or managed, or treated hit 
flavea better than ordinary, you were aimoft fure to hear, in 
tlie feqoe]^ that he had Iwpt up the number of his gang. 

Mr. Willock gave bis flaves an uncommonly large allowance 
of food, and their increafe was accordii^ly. Mr. Ottley, 

Sir Ralph Payne, and many others, aflmrded alfo pleafing 
examples of a (tmiUr nature; and the inftances of eftates 
which appeared in the evidence to have kept up their numbeis 
were very many, and almoft always to be accounted for fioin 
ibme circumftance of good treatment. In ihort, it would, 
weary the Committee to enumerate the inftances of plants* 
tions which are Rated in the evidence to have kept up their 
numbers. A remedy had been lately found for a diforder by 
which vail numbers of infants had bwn formerly fwept away. 

Mr. Long had laid it down, that whenever the flaves (hould 
bear a certain proportion to the produce they might be ex- 
peded to keep up tlieir numbers, and this proportion they 
now eaceeded. The Ailembly of Jamaica had given it as their 
opinion, ** That when once the fexes lhall become nearly 
** equal in point of number, there was no reafon to fuppow 
that the increafe of the negroes, by generation, will fall 
** ihort of the natural increafe of the labouring poor of Great 
** Britain ** The Committee would lie aware that the inequa¬ 
lity here fpoken of, could only exiil; m the cafe of the Afri¬ 
can negroes, of whom more males than females are import¬ 
ed. It was his decided opinion, for various reafons, with 
which at prefent he would not trouble the Committee, tliat 
the diiptoportion, even in this part of the ifland ftock, was 
by no means great, nor would he allow, for a moment, that 
It was fuch as could counteradl the natural courfe of popu¬ 
lation. In this he was certainly confirmed by Dr. Anderfon, 
who gave no hint to the Committee, that, in the pariih 
wherein be refided, one of the largeR in Jamaica, the males 
and females were in any other than the ordinary prt^rtion, 
nor even that any more than common attention was paid te 
the Haves; yet there, he laid, of his own knowledge they 
were increafing. Nor ihould it be objedted, chat feveral per* ^ 
mns of undoubted credit had Rated, that they had in vain, 
endeavoured to keep up their gangs without purchafe; for, if 
this argument were to be deemed conclufive, it might be prov* 
ed that the people of this and of every other country, were 
lapidly decrcafing. Should an inquiry on that head be cap* 
tying forward, many individuals might come and declare^ 
that their families had been fwept away by confumption, 
fever, or fome contagions diforder, in fpite of the moR watch¬ 
ful care, and the b«R medical afllRance; all this might bf 
very true, but it would afford oo fair inference as to the 
geoeral pofitioo^ 

But 
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Bat to^^roeeed ta wliidi maft» confirnr tiM hofta# 

•f the Cofttmittet beyond the poffiUlity b£ doobtiiigf wkhooc 
Bofiptng to iniill on what wai nniimally aeknovdeo^di 
that the negroes wete a very prolific people mthdr owtt 
country, he moft point the C«attniittee*s attention to the 
Continent of Arnenca: tliere it would be found, that the 
fiaves hadincreafed at a rate which was truely aftoiufliing, in 
one inftance, from 200 to joo m the fpace ot abont 30 years. 
From one end of the Contment to tlie other, this increafir 
wav undeniably eflabhflued; though the clima<'e was far morer 
unfivourablc than that of the Weil: Indies to the conftituttona 
of the negroes, who not only had to contend with the feverit]^ 
of cold in the winter, but in fome parts, with noxious ex- 
halati )ns in the fummer, from which the white inhabitants 
fietl to the towns as from a pefiilence. The only obfervahle 
(hiVinflion was, that they were much better fed, and, inforoe 
places, mote domedicated; yet thefe circumflances produced 
the difference he had mentioned, though fo powerfully coun- 
tera&ed hy an unfavourable climate. 

He Ihould next diie 61 their eye to another part of the world, 
where, a& it to ihow that there could be no fituitioii in 
which tbeie people would not kiep up tlieir numbers, they 
would be found to have done fo at a place the moft un* 
healthy, he believed, in the habitable world. He fpoke’of 
th- fcttlbment of Bencoolen, where it appeared, from theevi- 
depceof Mr Botham, that a number of negroes, who had 
I (rn imported 111 the fame difproportion of iexes that is in 
th( W til India cargoes, and under the fame di fad vantages, 
p It thcMflaiuls, of promiicuDus mtercourfe and general pro* 

1 Ml, after they had been fettled a fhort tim^ began an* 
n j lit w til' creale. 

hu,. the Weft Indies thcmfelves wouldfumiflia ftil! mors 
rem-ikabie inftaiice: about the beginumg of this century an 
African fli*p was wrecked upon the ifland of St. Vincent. 
The number ot negroes thatefcaped is not known. It was to 
he fuppoletl the diiproportion of the (exes was at leaft as great 
,as in the cargor's at this dav. They had every difficulty to 
c '*i*^end agauift, wee wholly unurovided with neceffaries and 
obliged to ina ntain a conftant w n \v ith the native Caribbs ; 
yet tley had ioon multiplied to an aftoniihiog number, and 
Mr. Otile) declates that he believes them itiU to he on the 
increak, precluding, at the fame time, a way of accounting 
for It, which had been fomewbeie fuggefted, 1 >y adding, as 
be has he.ird and believe , they never permit the run<(away 
Haves to 11 icot porate with them, and that they haveaptxm* 
liar mark, produced by flattening the forehead in infancy, by 
which tliev are readily diflinguiflied from all other negroes. 

Thii. 
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This IS not all: it appeared, Irotn Sir John Dalliiigft etri» 
deoce, tliat the doaneftic ilayei in Jamaica increaied, andg 
from the writmes of Mr. I.ong, thit there wa an incrcafe 
l^ong the free blacks and mulatloes. But Mr. Wilberfbice 
f.as aware that one infiance of a contrary nature woi Id be 
brought forward, contained the evidence of hin Archibald 
CamphelJ, whole name he could not mention, without ex- 
preffine regret for his recent lois, in common with many 
other Membeis of that Hpufe. 1 hat gentleman had in¬ 
formed the Committee, he had heard that the maroons in 
Jamaica, had in 17 39, amounted to ^oex) men bt to carry 
arms, which Mi« Wilherforcc need not inform the Com¬ 
mittee, fuppofes the whole number about j 2,00c; but that, 
in the year 178?, after every poflible exertion, o get all 
their fighting men to tfirn out to defend the liland againft 
the French and Spaniards, he found, to his great aftoiulh- 
ment, that the fighting men did not then amount to 300. 
Sir Archibald added, that he underftood the) were decre ifmg 
daily nor was this furprifing, confide mg they had a free 
acctfs to Ipirits, of which they are remar' bly ford, and 
that they often cohabited with the womei of the neighbour¬ 
ing phntitons, and conftquentlv were not recruited, in 
tliefe inllances by the addition of their on n progeny. It is 
true, fome of the witnefies, in favour of the abohtiqp, had 
faidthcv believed thele maroons increafed; but their ouinion 
would hardly be received in contiadiflion to Sir Archibald 
Campbell’s, and the realons by w hich it is fupported. 

But what, added Mr. Wilberforce, would the Committee 
fty, whtnhe (iiould prove decifively, that thefe very people, 
from the at^uil enumerations of two difierent periods, had 
doubled their iiuml er in two and thirty years ? about the year 
1733, it was declared, in an af): of the Jamaica Aflemhly, 
that, notwithflanding every effort made agiinft them, they 
Bill increafed upon then h inds. A long and bloody war 
fucceeded, and they were fo greatly reduced that, whatever 
their numbers might have been in 1739, which Sir Archibald 
Campbell feems to ftate only from popular rumour, they 
wete, according to Mr. Long, aiEluaily numbered in 17499 
when they amounted to about 660 in all, having 150 men 
fit to carry arms. Thefe, we find, from Sir Archibald 
Campbell’s a^al mufier in 1782, had increafed to near 300 
of the fiime defcnption, which gives 1200 in the whole; and 
the account is confirmed by an intermediate retprn of 
contained in the Privy Council’s Report, when they were 
Juft fo far in their way to the I ift mentioned number as yott 
would CO find them, being 216 men fit to carry aims 
and in the whole 885. Not ought it to be forgotten that, 
in 1749, the proportion of men to women was nearly four to 
VoL. XXIX. £ e tliiM^ 
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fhreey a gtvater inequality thaa the opponents fiated, and 
much ntore than t&ey acknowledged to exift among the Haves ■ 
in Jamaica. 

Mr. Wilberforce apologized for haring dwelt fo long on 
this branch of the argument; but it was that which was 
more important than all othe/l, conlidering the queftion in 
a political view; and, though he could never, for a moment^ 
allow himfelf to remain under the imputation of forming his 
own decifion on grounds of policy, yet he held it an cuien- 
tial duty^ in his htuation, to do his beft to quiet ths appre* 
henfions of the planters, and to convince them that the abo¬ 
lition of the Have trade, indifpenfible on every principle of 
religion and humanity, would not be injurious to their inte- 
rells. After all he had faid, was there any one fo confirmed 
in prejudice as to maintain that the roes would not keep 
up their numbers, if this were made. In any degree, a fubjed 
of attention? the reverie was proved by found reafoning. It 
was confirmed by unqueftionable fai^s. In their pative coun¬ 
try, the negroes were prolific to fuch a degree that by one of 
our opponents it was faid, that they could continually throw 
olFfielh fwarms, without feeling the lofs of them. In America^ 
through all her provinces, they had increafed; they had in* 
creafed alfo in Bencoolen; theCanbbshad increaled in St* 
Vinqpnt’s, and the maroons in Jamaica; the free blacks and 
mulattoes increafe; Dr. A nderfon attefis that the field Haves 
themfelves increafe, and multitudes of particular inilances of 
increafe are Hated in the evidence. The decreafe is Hated to 
be trifling, though no attention appears to have been psiid to 
the fubjedl. Ihat decreafe has been gradually ielTening, 
and whenever a fingle caufe of it has been removed, many Hill 
remaining, it has altogether ceafed. Surely, faid Mr. Wil- 
^rforce, this-forms, on the whole, a body of proof which is 
utteily iriefiHihle. 

Mr. Wilberforce now proceeded to treat of the confe- 
quences of the abolition in other views; on wluch he faid, 
lie would be as brief as poffible. And firH, as to its ciFei^ on 
the marine. He had uniformly aflerted, that this trade was 
the grave, rather th ui the nuriery, of feamen; he knew, ha 
could rely on the fidelity and accuracy of the gentleman, by * 
whom this fuhje^ had been invefligated; but if his ftatements 
had wanted any autlientication, they were confirmed beyond 
a doubt, by an abllraft juft laid before the Houfe, of the 
Liverpool ^and Briftol mufter-rolls. From thefe it would 
appear, that, in 350 flave veflels, having on board 12,263 
perfons, 264:; were loft in twelve months; whereas, in 462 
Weft-lndia-men, having onboard ^640 perfons, 118 only 
wereloft in feven months. This fully equalled, or rather 
mceadsd, the lofles Hated by Mt* Glarkfon. There was no 

part 
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part of this whole fabjeA on which tlie Comoiktee'lttd a 
more complete body of evidence than on this. Lord Rodi^^ 
himfelf declared, the Have trade is certainly not annrfery 
** for feameh.” Governor Parry's letter, from Barbadoes,' 
would never, he hoped, be forgotten. The evidence of 
Mr. Rofs was cl^r on this point; and Mr. Edwards himfelf, 
whilft withjuftice he complimented his countrymen on their 
humanity to the abjed feamen who were left m Jamaica, 
^ewed, at leaft, that they were fo left. Sir George Y oung 
and Captain Thompfon were very copious here, aiid decifive 
as to the general ill tieatment of the crews of Guineamen, of 
which, however, the lingle of their always wilhing to 
quit their (hips for a man of war, whilft ^he diiedl contraty 
happens in every other trade, was a more concluftve proof 
than the multitude o^aiticular inftances of ill treatment he 
had it in his power tt^dduce. The inflance of Captain Hall 
was very remarkable, who being in the iinprefs fervice in the 
Weft Indies, at a time when ieamen were extremely wanted, 
not fot a< 51 ive fervice only but to fend home the pnacs which 
had been taken on the 12th of April, having brought odT 
3c hands, whom he feie< 5 led with care from a crew of 70, 
was repriniaii 'ed by his Admiral for introducing fuch 
wretches into the fleet, who weie hkely rather to weaken its 
ftrength, by communicating infeiftious diforders. than to 
render it any fervice. Nor was it only to the conftitufions of 
fail rs that this tiade was n)juriou!i; it dehafed alfoand de> 
graded their raoial pharaifter. Captain Smith had declared, 
that when employed to board Guineamen for the purpofe 
** of iinprefliiig men, although he had boarded perhaps near 
20 veftels. he never was able to get more than two men, 

** and thefe turned out fuch cruel inhuman fellows, that, 
although good leamep, he was under a neceflity of difmiiT- 
ing them the (hip.” But one of the mod difgraceful illuf- 
f rations of this charge, was contained in the evidence of Mr. 
Rofs, who, having declared that his mind furnilhed him 
with a recolle£lion of a great number of inftances, wherein 
the flave trade had been produiftive of great deftruiftion and • 
raifery to the human race, both blacks and whites, (latedthe 
faA to which Mr. Wilberforce had been referring, marked, 
as he obferved, with peculiar circumftances of horror! An 
African (hip hid ftruck on fome (hoals, called the Morant 
Keys, a few leagues from the eaft end of Jamaica. The 
officers and feamen landed in their boats, carrying with them 
arms and proviflon, leaving the (laves on board in their irons 
and (hackles. This happened in the night! When morning 
came, it was dtfeovered the negroes had got out of their 
irons, and, (hame to the Europeans! not fatisfted with faving 
Ihemfelves only, were buty making rafts, upon which they 

£ e 2 placed 
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018 mnum and diiUrni, tbs inan> and otbets capabln 
o^fprimiAini^ attending on them, whiift they drifted before 
|he wind toWardMhe tlland whm the feamen had landed. 

mwdtof thefe,'*t^ by the habits of the Have trade, they 
bad not become hardened agaii^ft every feeling tif humanity. 
muH: have been moved by io interpfiing a icene: they would 
have been eager to repair their former crurl neglect, an4 
to lend them, though late, their beft afllllance. Hut what 
was Indeed the feqaei ^ “ from an apprehenfioii that the ne- 
** groes would confume the water and provifion which they 
w had landed, they came to a refolution to dtdroy the ne* » 
** groes, by means of their £re arms and othf'r weapons, and 
** at the poor wretches apptoached the (here, they adlually 
w deftroyed between and 400! Out of the whole cargo, 

« only 33 or 34 were faved, and brought to KingHon, where 
they were fold at public venlue.” It i-* the charitable 
conjedure of Mr Kofs, that they were m a Hate of intoxi¬ 
cation, when they adopted the above mentioned refolution, 
without havmg firft made an attempt to difpatch their bo it 
to Jamaica for alhiiapce, or a veflel to take them and the 
flaves off the ifland,* adding his perluafiLn, that, if they bad 
adled vrith common difcretion, there was no necelhty for de- 
ftroying one of them. But this, there wai but too much 
reafon to ftar, was a fuppofition more of chanty than jaftice; 
for there appeared no want of coolnefs and dilcretion, in the 
precautions they took foi tlieii own iaftty* It would, 
however, be to no purpole, Mr ilberforpe added, to relieve 
the Have trade from th I of hirharity; iheftciy of the 
Morant Keys was but parallelled by that of Captain Coliing- 
wood; and we re you to get iid c f thefe, anothei, and another, 
would lull piefmt itftlf. 

The volume of evidence which lay before him. was fil’ed 
with accounts of different kindi of uiifeiics His feelings 
were too poweifully worked on to allow him to flop; and 
he muff ibut up the book at once, or he muff read the 
whole. Whilft he had been juft nading to them the ftory 
‘ of the Morant keys, his eye had hut glanced on the oppofite 
page, and it met another circumftance of horror at'ending 
this trade, which had elcaped b.m in its propei place It re¬ 
lated to what were called the ** lefufe flaveswhat was lig- 
nified by this term, he could npt better explain to the Com¬ 
mittee*, than by reading to them fome words fiom Mr. Kofs. 
After faying there were, in the town of Kingfton, a numler 
of people who fpeculated 111 the purchafe oi the Haves, left 
after the firft day’s fale, for the purpofe of carrying them to 
the country, and letailing them, he proceeded to declare, 
that he ** had frequently feen the very tefufe of the Haves of 
" Guinea Hups, landed and earned to the vendue-mailer In a 

very 



M.'itg,. DBA 

^ very wretrlied fotnetimei ia tlie U go a iitaf '4Mhs 
** and there fold at rtry fmail firicei^ «ven sm lour a* 

** and that he had known inftancea of thc^ expiring fn the 
f* piazzas of the vendue-mafler.** Hie hare defqripcicn fn* 
perieded the necefliry of any remark: yet thefe are the fami* 
liar incidents of the flave trade ! 

But there were other &ralitlee to which feamen, in this 
trade, were peculiarly liable* In the courfe of his inquiries, 
it had occurred to'him to look into the lift that was kept at 
Llead's, of the cafualties that beftl our Ihipping, and thence 
he ioon cot]c<5itd the accent.* coniaiijed in the book he held 
in his hand, where, in f<^ah jntff it appeared one^ mothers 
two, and in others three, aM in one as piany as iis:, Ibips, 
were cut off by the names, ordeftroyed in (pifie other man* 
net. Such articles 0s thefe wpre every whj^e to, be met 
with: in ftioit, the hiftory of this jcotnmerM was written 
throuchout in c*‘nrai^ers of blood. 

Mr. ilbeifo'ce came next to the conftderation of the ef> 
fi 61 s ot ihe at olition of the ftave trade on thoie places by 
wti ch It was moft earned on. He alluded to Briftol and 
Li\i rpool, pai ticularly rite latter, r f the cotninercre of which 
it had l>e( II utually thought to conOitute a confiderable ftiare. 
l.oiif; nii{.,ht ihe be rich and fii'uriihing, provided it was by 
fa'r anr' lumeft grains; and he was hap) y in being ab|pto fay, 
that It not h\ th'^ deteflable traffic that file had rifen to 
he I p’clent opulence; and that, not only becaufe itcompofed 
hut .1 thirtieth part ot her export tr<dc, but alio htcaufe, from 
piiva'e iiiforn'atioii, as well as public documents, he was au- 
thoiiftd to fay, it w'as merely a lottery—profitable, indeed, 
to fome inciividuais but a lollng trade on the whole. The 
delegates fiutn Liverpool had declared, at the bar of the 
Houle, that, in order to give the merchants a piofit, hemuft 
he allowed to can y a greater number of flaves, in pioportion 
to his tonnage, tban he was permitted by the exilhng law ; 
and in the accounts contained in the papeis on the table, of 
the tonnage of fhip*!, and the number of flaves they carried, 
the caigoes of a great part of them would be found to be be^ 
low that proportion. 

Of the commerce of Briftol, the Have trade conftituttd a 
ftill fmaMer proportion. For the effeds of the abolition on 
the general commerce, and on the manufaflures of Great 
Biitain, he would refer the Committee, once more, to the 
evidence of Mr. Irving, where they would find that thebe- 
^fits of Its continmuice, in iheie views, had been extremely 
exaggerated. The medium value of Britifh manufa£lures, 
exported to Africa, amounted but to between four and five 
hundred thoufand pounds a year, and there was no doubt but 
that the fuperior capital, ingenuity, induftry, and int^rity, 
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Q^itiiUlir* iiuinui«^nsr9 would ccMnmand new markets 
prodim^e o£ hisinduftry, when this Ihoold be no nu>re; 
\j>ut M ih<^uid advert hereafter to this fubjeSt. He might 
havf^Men wai ranted to call our exports to Africa a triflct 
conildering that the value of Hritiih manu£a&ures, of late ex¬ 
ported from this country, exceeds that of the moil flouriih- 
iiig period befote the lail war, in the fum of 2^oo,ooot. 
One'branch, indeed, of our manufa(^ures, he muit confefs, 
was likely to fufier from the abolition, and that was the ma- 
nufadlut^pf gunpowder, of which the nature of our connec¬ 
tion with Anica, drew from us as much as we exported to 
all the rell.of the world beiides. 

He haflened* however, to another part of the argument, 
on which it would be neceiTary for him to take up inoie of 
the time of the Houfe. By many perfons it had been faid to 
him, ** We wllh, as earneftly as you can do, to put an end 
** to the Have trade, but we cannot approve of your mode. 
** Allow It to be carried on for fome time longer: for, by a 
** haily abolition, you will dtfpleaie tlie JLegiilatuies of the 
** Weil-India lilands, on whom you mud, in fa€l, depend 
“ for fuch a melioration of the flave-i condition, as, by in- 
“ Turing the keeping up of the numbtii, will prevent ths 
** neceihty of impoitation. It is by them the laws mud be 
** palled for the protei^ion of Haves, and it is by the magif- 
** trateS, and others in the idands, t1 at tliefe laws mud be 
enforced** Now, faid Mr. "W ilbei force, I am duedlly at 
idue with thefe gentlemen; and though the eift Cls of tho 
Have trade on «^frica, were not iuch as to preclude every 
idea of 1 egulation, I diould be decidedly of opinion, that the 
abolition w'as to be lecommended as the bed, and indeed the 
only c^itain, inoee cl fo far amending the treatment of Oaves 
in the V ed Indies, as to fecure then incteaio. Mr. Williei^ 
force added, that he traded he iliould piove that the mode 
preferred by thefe gentlemen was at once inefficacious and 
unfafe. In order to ihew the inelficacy of any laws which 
might bepalTbdfor fccuring good treatment in the d.ives, it 
would be fuificient to acquaint the Houle, if they were not 
already aware of it, that the evidence of negtocs is, in no 
C ife, admitted againd w bite men. *1 he contequenres of this 
would be obvious, w'^cn it diould be conddered that there 
were feldom more than on* or two white men on a planta¬ 
tion ; and, in rh language ot the Clienada anfwer, that 
** thofe who wcic capable of the guilt in quedion, will, in 
** general, be artful enough to prevent any but Haves bein^j^ 
« wituedbs of the fa£t.** Hence it had arifen, that when 
pofitivc laws had been made, in fome of the illands, for the 
proteiStion of the Haves, they had been found almod a dead 
Ltter, as was abuncknitly p.cv'c! in the evidence before theiu. 
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But, granting it were poffible^ by potkire laws, t 4 .|»Wfteft 
the flaves from the extremes of ill ulbge^ from murdw and 
mutilation, by what laws cot>ld they hope to enter into every 
mart's domeftic concerns, and regulate the interior economy 
of his houfe and plantation ? This would be fomething more 
than a geneial excife, and what never could, or would be 
home by freemen. Yet on all thefe, and innumerable other 
minuteneile*!, mud depend the comfort of the Haves* iituation, 
and the probability of their increale. A new iyftem, in¬ 
deed, had been attempted to be introduced, by which indi¬ 
viduals, under the name of guardians were, by turns, to at¬ 
tend to carrying the laws into execution; but all this ma- 
cliinery would be to no purpofe ; and fo long as it continued 
in adlion, it would make every man a fpy upon his neigh- 
bour*i» condufi : it would poifon the comforts of domeftic 
life, and deftroy the confidence of focial intercourie.— 
Would any one, therefore, conceive it pofliblc, that it (houid 
prove efficient, or if lo, that it could long continue in ope- 
xation ^ But it vi ould be concealing too much to admit, that, 
even in greater matters, the laws would be efFe^luul It was 
univerlally allowed, that the regulations oi the Codt, Notr^ 
however excellent, had been utterly neglefled m the 1 rench 
Weft India iflaods, tiiough there was an officer appointed hy 
tlie Crown, for the expiefs purpofe of leeing them enforced. 
Theprovifions of the Diiedtono had been but of li^Ie more 
avail in the Portu^uefe iettlcments, nor the inftitution of a 
Protedlor of the Indians in thofe of the Spaniards. This 
leflbn of the futility of flave laws, was fo cxpeiti.ientallv in¬ 
culcated on the Ipot, that many in the lilaiids a'ci ibed the 
bills which had been lately palled, to a dilp fition to blind 
the people of this country, rather than to any i^nous expec¬ 
tation of being able to carry them into execution. Mr. W il- 
berfoice, for his own part, fincerely diiclaim^d anv luch opi¬ 
nion : on the contrary, he gave ample credit to miny oftho<e 
who had an adlive ftiare in bunging them f'^rward; an h m 
particular, he had lead, with plealure, the l.inguage on that 
fubjedl of a gentleman to whom he had before had occ \fion 
to allude. But, afrer all their regulations, what degiee 
protedlion the flaves would enjoy, might be inferred from the 
admiffion of the gentleman by whom this veiy phm had been 
recommended ; no ordinary man, but a perlon of difcernmcnt 
tind legal refources. He had propofed a limitation of the 
number of laflies, to be given by the mafter or overfeer, for 
one ofi^nce; but when alked, “ Can you fuggeft any mode 
by which the mafter can be brought to puniihment, even 
■* if he fliould give the flave ever fo great a number of lalhes, 
in a fhort fpace of time, fcreeiitng himfelf under the arti- 
flee of fplitting one crime into many, and giving the li- 
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mitisd nvinMr of lalhes for each V* he frankly replied, “ I 
** can derife none, while the evidence of flaves continues 
** ioadmiffible againft their maders** After this, who 
would maintain, that the treatment of Haves by their tnafliers 
could be made fubj^£l to the t emulations of the law ? The 
artifice fuggefied before, was not an ideal one: they who 
had read the evidence, would recoiled a difgufiing inftance 
of it recorded by Captain Cook; wherein an inhuman 
wretch, in Harbado^s, had chained a negro girl, of about 
nineteen, to the floor, and Hogged her till Hi** was nearly ex> 
pinng, with agony and lofs ol blood. After h** had letreated 
to avoid the (.fleets of the refentoient fo fhocking a fight na¬ 
turally kindled in perfons unufed to fuch fceiies, he cne I out 
with exultatian, ** I have only given her 39 laHies [the 
number prefcribed by law] at any one time, and that I 
have only given her three times fince the beginning of the 
night adding, *• that he would flog her to death for all 
any one, and would have given her the fourth 39 before 
morning !** 

But he muft repeat it, this plan of amending the fituation 
of the Haves, and iecuring their good treatment by laws, was 
not inefficacious only, but unfafe. He entered his proteil 
againft the fatal confequences which might refult from it, 
and called on thofe who were moft immediately intereiled in 
the quefiion, to lend their ferious attention to his argument. 
The negroes were creatures like ourielvet*: they had the fame 
fteliiigs, and even ftronger afiPe^ions than our own; but their 
minds were uninformed, and their moral chaia^ers were al¬ 
together debafed. Men, in this (late, were almoH incapa¬ 
citated for the reception of civil rights. In order to become 
fit for the enjoyment of thefe, they muft, in fome meafure, 
be reftored to that level from which they had been fo unjuftly 
and cruelly d^raded. To give them a powet of appealing 
to the laws, would be to awaken in them a fetife of the dig¬ 
nity of their nature* The firft return of lifi^ after a iwoon, 
was commonly a convulflon, dangerous at once to the party 
himlelf and to all around him. Such, in the cafe of the 
^ Haves, Mr. Wilberforce feared might be the confi^uence of 
a fudden communication of the conlcioufiiefs of civil rights. 
This was a feeling it would be dangerous to ira]Yart, till you 
fhould releafe them from fueh humiliating and ignominious 
diftinAions, as, with that conicioufnefs, they would never 
endure. • You muft conduA them to the fituation in quef- 
tion, having firft prepared them for it, and not bring the fitu« { 
ation to them. To be under the protection of law, was;-<.t 
to be a freeman ; and, to unite flavery and freedom in 
one condition, was a vain attempt; they were, in faCi, in¬ 
compatibly and could never coalefce. With this fyftem, 
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whith he thus condemned, he wiihed to contrail tlie aholi- 
tion, which was exadlly fuch an agent, if he might fo ex- 
prefs himfelf, as the nature of the cafe required. All hopes 
of fupplies from the Coaft being cut ofF, breeding would 
henceforth become, what it had never been before, a ferious 
and general objedl of attention, the elFedls of which would 
not be confined merely to thofe greater articles of better 
feeding i'nd milder dilcipline, but would extend to innume¬ 
rable other particulars, which an a^ of Aflembly could nei¬ 
ther fpecify nor enforce. Whatever might be fiiid to the 
contrary, or whatever might have prevailed in the cafe of li¬ 
beral or opulent men, it was plain too many had gone upon 
the {yfiem of working out their ilaves in a few years, and 
recruiting their gangs with imported Africans. The aboli¬ 
tion would give the death blow to this fyllem. The oppo- 
fite ore, with ail its charities, would force itfelf on the mod 
coiitradlcd and unfeeling heart. Ruin would flare a man m 
the face, if he did not conform to it. The fenfe of interell, 
fo much talked of, would not, as heretofore, be a remote, a 
feeble, or even a dubious impulfe; but a call fo preffing, loud, 
and clear, that its voice would be irrefiftihle. Cut its grand 
excellence was, that it would Hand between the abfentte 
mailer and his ilaves, and fecure to them the eftedls of his 
benevolent intentions. Managers would hcucefuith bcforced 
to make breeding the prime objeft of their attention; and 
every non^refident owner would exp’cfs' himfelf in tli** terms 
of Sir Philip Gibbs, “ That he ihould conTider it as tii * fault 
“ of the Manager, if he did not keep up the numbers.” This 
reafoning, confidering the dangerous tenderev of the one 
fyllem, and the happy confequences of the other, appealed, 
to Mr. Wilberforce almoil felf-evident. Fafls were not 
wanting, however, to confirm the truth of it. It had been 
remarked by the hiilonan of Jamaica, that iniurredions al- 
rooil conllantly owed their rife to the African (laves, who, 
not having loll the confeioufnefs of civil rights, whuh they 
had enjoyed in their own country, could not brook the indig- « 
nities to which they were fubjedled in the Weil Indies. The 
eflPeAs broke out in general rebellions, or appeared in parti¬ 
cular a£l8 of filicide, of which lad, though frequent among 
the African negroes, he did not recollofl to have ever heard 
of a iingle infiance among the Creoles. The iafety of bis 
ivilem had been tried already in this relation; for it was uni- 
vf rfalty agreed, that the treatment of the flaves had been gra- 
growing better, and infurredlions had been lefs fie- 
.qbentin the fame proportion. An inilance, in point, was 
afforded by what had lately tdeen place in the iiland of Do¬ 
minica. It was notorious, indeed, that the difturbance had 
chteffy arifen from fome runaway ilaves from the French 
VoL. XXIX. F f iffands; 
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iflandt; a'^circumilance which, as appeared/itun the Report 
of the Privy Council, had produced the fame coDfequences* 
feveral years before; but, fo far as any caufe conneAed with 
treatment was concerned, what was that caufe, and what 
was the ohjedl on which the diflatisfadlion of the flaves was 
faid to have faftened ? What, but that they were not allowed 
the full time of tecefs from labour to which they had a legal 
right ? and the quieting elFe^s of mild treatment appeared in 
this, that the Saves of fome perfons who had been treated 
with kindnefs, were not aniong the number of the in fur- 
gents. He could not help adding, that he thought his doc¬ 
trine, that the flaves muft ow'e their comforts to the mailers* 
indulgence, rather than to the protedlion of law, had been, 
in a conftderable degree, fanflioned and verified, even m the 
ifland of Jamaica; for, 'all the laws for the prdteflion of 
flaves, which had been formed into one confolidated a^, 
having expired in 1784, and the Aflembly, owing, as was 
alledged, to “ prelBng bufinefs,” not having revived it till 
1787, during the whole period of three years the flaves were 
altoeether deflitute of the prote£lion of all thofe fo much 
hoafted flatutes; and yet we do not hear that they were, in 
any degree, better or worfe off than when thefe continued 
in force. 

But when gentlemen coolly talked of putting an end to 
the flave trade, through the medium of the Weft-India Le- 
giflatures, affd of gradual abolition, by the means of regu¬ 
lations, they furely forgot the continent of Africa, and thq 
miferies which this hoi rid traffic occafloned there, during 
every moment of its being allowed to continue. This con- 
lideration was conclufive on his condu^, when called on to 
decide, whether the flave .trade fhould be tolerated for a 
' while, or immediately put an end to } The Divine bw 
againfl murder was abiolute and unqualified, and precluded, 
with him, every confldeiation of expediency. WhiJfl, faid 
he, we were ignorant of all thefe things, our fufllering them 
to continue, 'might, in feme meafure, be pardoned; but now, 
when our eyes are opened, can we tolerate them for a mo¬ 
ment, much lefs fandion them, unlefs we are ready at once 
to determine that gain fball be our god, and, like the heathens 
of old, are prepared to offer up human victims at the fbrine 
of our idolatry ? 

This confideration precluded alfo the giving heed, for an 
inftant, to another plea which had been often urged and in 
lifted on, that if Great Britain were ro abolifb this trad^^t 
would l)e proportionably taken up by other nations; ho 
muft add, that he could by no means conceive that this was 
likely to be the cafe. If, in this country, where the means 
cf information were fo generally diffufed, the evils of this 
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detefted commerce were never before laid open to the view» 
what wonder if, in other countrici, where thefe means are 
extremely deficient, thefe evils were unknown ? And was it 
fair to infer, from edicls and proclamations encouraging the 
trade, which were paficd in this ftate of ignorance, that they 
would not, at once, revoke them, when their eyes fhouid be 
fully opened to its enormities? He would not fo vilify and 
calumniate the cinrafier of other nations, as, even for a 
moment, to give place to the contrary fuppofition. 

But It became Great Britain, in every view, to take a for¬ 
ward part. One half of this guilty commerce had been car¬ 
ried on by her fubje£ls.—'As we had been great in our crime, 
let os be early m our lepentance. If the bounty of Provi¬ 
dence had fliowered its blefiings on us in unparallelled abun¬ 
dance, let us fliow ourfelves grateful, as we ought, for the 
blefiings we enjoyed, by tendering them fubfervient to thole 
purpotes for which they wire intended. There would be a 
day of letrihution, wherein we Ihould have to give an ac¬ 
count ol nil thofe talents, and faculties, and opportunities, 
with W'hich we had been entrulled. Let it not then appear, 
that our fupenor power had been employed to oppreL our 
fellow-creatuies, and our fuperior light to daiken the crea¬ 
tion of God.—He could not but look forward, with delight, 
to the happy profpedfs which opened themfelves to his view 
ill Africa, from the abolition of the Have trade,*when a 
commerce, jufily deferving the name of commeice, (liould 
be efiablilhed with her, not like that, falfely fo called, which 
now fubfilled, and winch all who are intetefied for the ho¬ 
nour of the commercial charadler, though there were no 
fupenor piinciph, Ihould hnfien to difavow. Had this trade, 
indeed, proved ever lb profitable, his decifion would have 
been in no degree .iftedled by that confiderati'^ n. “ Here’s 

the fmell of blood on the hand ftill, and all the perfumes 
** of Aiabia rannpt fweeten it.” 

He doubted whethci it was not almofi an aft of unbecom¬ 
ing condefcenfion to (loop to difcufs the queftion in the view 
of commercial inteieft. On this giound, liow'ever, he was 
no lefs ftrong than on every other. Africa abounded in 
many pioduftions of value, wliich flic would gladly ex¬ 
change for our iiuiuifjftures, when thefe were not otherwile 
to be obtained; and, to wh.it an extent her demand might 
then glow, exceeded almofi th6 powers of computation to 
appretiate. One infiance already exifted of a native king, 
j^o being, by his teligion, debarred the ufe of fpirituous 
Iit^ots, and therefore not feeling the irrefifiible temptation 
to afts of rapine, which they afforded to his countrymen, 
had aboliflied the Have trade, throughout ail bis dominions, 
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and was encouraging the arts of honeft and bloodlefs in* 
duftrjr. 

For his own part, he proceeded to declare, that interefted 
as he might be Ajppofed to be in the final event of the quef* 
tipn, he was comparatively indiiFeriiic as to the prcfent de* 
cifion of the Houfe. Whatever they might do, the people 
of Great Britain, he was confident, would abulilh the Have 
trade, when, as would now foon hippen, its injuiiice and 
cruelty fhould be fairly laid hefoie them. It was a neft of 
ferpents, which would never have endured fo long, but for 
the darknefs in which they lay hid. The light of day would 
now be let In on them, and they would vanilh from the fight. 
For himfelf, he dec].ired, that he was engaged in a work he 
never would abandon. I'lie confcioufnefs of the jufiice of 
his caufe would catry lain forward, though he weie alone; 
but he could not but derive encuin igtpi«nt tmin confidering 
With whom he was afibciated. Mi. Wilbeifoice added, let 
us not defpair; it is a blefied caufe, and fuccets, ere long, 
will crown our exertions. Already we ha^e gained one vic¬ 
tory; we have obtained, for thele poor cfeatures, the ucog¬ 
nition of their human nature, which, for a while, was molb 
ihamefully denied Tins is the fiift fruits of oureffoits; 
let us perfevere, and onr ttiumph will be complete. Never, 

' n*ver will we dtfift till we have wiped away tins fcandal 
from the Chiiftian name, lelenftd ouiiJses fiom the load of 
guilt, under wh ch we at pi dent labour, and ext<nguiihed 
evety trace of this bloody tiaffic, of which our poftenty, 
looking back to the hiltory ot thifi cnliolitened times, will 
fcatce believe that it has he-^n fufTeied to exiit fo long a dif- 
grace and difliom ur to this countiv. 

Mr. W'lbeitoice then moved, “ 'I hat tin' Chairman he 

iniliuded to move foi lei\e to bung in 1 hill to pievent 
** the farther importation of flavea ii.io the BriLiih colonies 
** in the Welt Indies.” 

,j(tfoloneI Colonel 1at\ton declared, that gratitude towards thofe 

^arletcn. confiituents who hal lent hnn fo honontaMv to that Houfe, 
as well as a tbonuigh tonvidion of tin jufiice of then caufe, 
ifnpelled him to Miidicute th«-ir charadii .ind propcity, al¬ 
though, perhajis, ftoin < xpermer, or iiiahility, he might 
not be able to accomplifli what he lo ardently deiiied. 1 he 
ingenuity, the nniplificition, and the pithaic doquence, of 
the honourable gcn*^Icinaii, having woiked no conviiSion on 
his mind, he Ihould proceed to ariange the arguments he 
had to ofier againft the abolition of the Have tiade. So 
many branches of the commerce of this country were cofF^ 
neded and interwoven with the quefiion, that it would be 
necefiary to make fiatements, form feveial calculations, and 
read various extradts, to elucidate the fubje^. Throughout 
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the whole of what he had to faj, he (hould aim mote at 
perfpicuKy than emitelhlhinent, and labour rather to con¬ 
vince the underftanding than bewilder the imagination. 

Before he entered upon any part of the fubjeit, he thouglit 
It necelTary. for the fake of clearnefs, and to prove to gen¬ 
tlemen, that he did not nnan to evade or blink any Itro; g 
pait oC the (]ueAion, to enumerate th6 difierent heads npuii 
which he was .ihout to fpeak. He faid, he fhould ilaie the 
beginning ot the trade, the (anflion given to it by Oovet n- 
ment, the manner of cundufling the tiade on the coaii of 
Atrica, the tranfit to tht. Weft Indies, the employment and 
treatment ol the negroes in the Wtft Indies, the amount of 
the prcperiy eng igtd in the tt.ide, the value of the W tic- 
India lilands to tins country, the eageiiuls which other na¬ 
tions have diicovtied to enlarge the i Hive tiade, and ti e 
impoit.incc ol t e trade as anui(er) let Icatnen. He then 
went I ito an Iniiuiicil iccount, fiom tlie iiign of Qo tii 
Elirabcih down to the prttent time, (juotii 4 his auihoiii), 
and dwelling tome ti n on tins put of the iuhje< 5 t. 

Colonel I iiletoii next enne to the findlion ol P nliament, 
which h (1 alwavs enu iteiniiced the ti u' , and could not, 
without a bit le'i ol tmh, he withuiawn; and here he lecol- 
IctSled wh It hid fillen fit in t right hoiiouiahle gentkmm 
on a toiimi o ciiion, ind wli ch he tliought ap.thciyk (o 
tliole ct)n''rtiied 11 tlie Atncin ti wle; it w is, lint upon ms 
oet liion, ihnit of thi >111*^0 tifct ftit), ought pnvate pio|>eitv 
to he 1 ( /(d h\ public at^s, witli lut gt 1111 ng aenmpent n «. n. 

1 he C olonel contended, it the ms themlelvts hid 1 o 
obfeiflions to the tiade; ind many peofit. who vveit prt v- 
dictd igiinll it, hir betn led awav by miftikeii humaiplv, 
and ofiiii by mtfKj lefuitati n. \V ith icgard to the'num 1 
ol deiths which In pined tm the palliqe, he hid accels 1'» 
cxamiiif, and could d tliniSliy ft itc to the Committee, ti t 
they luvei Ind exciej|til in tlie I iveipcol ft)ii»«, on in nvt- 
1 ige, five out of a humlrtd, where is, in legiinents lent to 
the V\tft Indies 01 Aiiieiici, the average w<is about ten -i«d 
a bilf in the bundled. 

Many attempts had lieen m uk to cultivate the hnds in the 
difterent ill nids hv white labo nets; but it wis ex|>ei lent ed, 
thit liom the diftennct of climitc, and olhn cautes, po| u- 
lation h.'id decicated, and tint thole who rook thegieitiil 
pains to accomplilh this, found that, in ten yens tniai, 
tkey could not havt any pioportion of whites at all cap.dile 
<y,^purpofes of cultivation. lie iheiefoie agiecd in the ne- 
(\flitySpf the flave trade, if we niennt to cany on the Wefi- 
Jrdia commerce and cultivation; and he i^uoted the opinions 
of Governor Pairy, Admiral Hotham, Commodore Gaidiner, 
Sit Archibald Campbell, and a long lift oi lefpe^able names ' 
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in fvppMt of the pofitipn which he had laid down. Nextfi 
he cave the opinionr of that gallant officer. Lord Rodney, 
xe{^£ling the gteat advantage which accrued to the navy, 
ttpon the breaking out of a war, by having fo nomerous a 
body of mariners, inured to the climate, when we wifli to 
fend a fleet to the Weft Indies; a circumftance worthy of at¬ 
tention. And from Liverpool alone, he Lid, the navy might 
be fupplied with 993 feamen annually, from the heft calcu¬ 
lation that could be made; an object wlych certainly ought 
not toefcape the notice of a wife Government. 

Colonel Tarleton next remarked, that having received the 
indulgence of the Houfe, during various ftatenienrs, which, 
perhaps, had nothing of novelty in them, hut which were 
indifpenfably neceflfary, and which he had endeavoured to 
tender as concife as poffihle, he would not mucli longer tief- 
pafs on its patience. It could not, however, he trufled, be 
deemed fnperfluous, if he mentioned fome circumftances to 
the Houfe which he might have omitted, or which hejuid 
not fufficieiitly enforced to attradl its attention. Me could 
wifh gentlemen to advert to the property and connections 
dependent on the r^frican trade; as much dependent on the 
African trade, to ufe the language of a nervous and elegant 
writer, as a ** bird is on its wing for food, and when wound- 
“ eel .there, it ftarves!” He could wifti to imprefs gentle¬ 
men ftrongly with the recolleClioti of the fanClion which the 
African trade had obtained from Parliament. He could wifh 
to remind them of the length of time the queftion of abolit ion 
bad been pending In that Houfe. He could wifh to give as 
much afliftance as lay in his power, which he acknowledged 
to be extremely feeble, to accelerate that adjudication which 
had been fo often, and fo earneftly, entreated by the nume¬ 
rous merchants and manufaClurers of this country, whofe in- 
tereft had been materially injured by procraftination: and he 
trufted that he could not make a futile appeal to that Houfe, 
when he called upon its juftice to extend immediate vote 
of prote&ion to the Weft-India planters, whofe lives had 
been, and were, expofed to imminent and hourly danger, and 
whofe property had undergone a fevere and unmerited de¬ 
preciation, notwithftanding the exiftinglaws of this country, 
for the inquifltoriai powers veiled by the conftitution in this 
Houfe. To what could gentlemen aferibe that depreciation ? 
T’o what could they impute the late infurreAion at Domi¬ 
nica r which ifland the Governor lately pledged himfelf 
bold in fuhjeCIion, without the affiftance of the militar^lMt' 
which was lately faved, from horrid carnage and mt{!mighfc:^ 
butchery, by the adventitious prefence of two Britifh regi¬ 
ments ? To what, he repeated, could gentlemen impute this 
inlurreftion, but to the queftion of abolition ? And, after a 

tedious 



A. 1791. DEBASES.' 

tedious invedigation on that qoeftion for near four yeart» lie 
dould not difcover the ilighteft reafon to juftify delay, except 
gentlemen could not prevail upon themfelves to decide, befoire 
an infurredlion had abfolutely taken place at Jamaica, when 
the forrow, he had almoft faid the penitence, of the mover 
and abettors of the abolition, and the interference of that 
Houfe, would be Iqually unavail'ng. 

To gentlemen of great landed property, it^was unneceT- 
fary for him to point out tlie tendency and probable effedl of 
the propofcd abolition. If he poflefled all the eloquence and 
ingenuity in that Houfe, with thofe powerful auxiliaries, lie 
ihould not l>e able to convince them, that the abolitioii 
would lelTen the national debt, increafe the commerce of the 
country, or take one fradlion from the oppreflive taxes tliey 
nuwenduied: but he believed they wouV^give him credit, 
inexpencnced as he was in that Houfe, wii'’n he plainly ad- 
van ed, that it would have a dire£); contrary effeft; when 
he ailcrted, that the authors and abettors of the abolition 
endanger their honour, their property, and their happinefs; 
and when he inferred, that the Minifter, not being taken by 
furprife, mull be fuppofed to have fome capital refource m 
ilori, either from fome novel calculation that the land tax 
would bear an additional burden, or from fome mexhauftitde 
fource of unclaimed property, which had hitherto efcapcd the 
vigilance of his predeceiTors in office, and would com|'enfate 
to the Public for fuch a diminution of the trade, and con- 
fequent defalcation of the revenue of the country. 

To the mercantile part of the Houfe he mull likewife ufe 
language, which, he was forry to fay, ieemed conforant to 
the feelings of the authors and abettois of the aholitiun.—- 
** Geiitiemen, your fuccefs m trade has of late yeirs been lo 
** prodigious, that it feems necelTary to fufpend your .i£ti- 
“ vity, by cutting off one of thepiincip.il 1 iinches ot your 
•* commerce, for the fake of humanity and the honour ol the 
nation. You are to have no farther lefj^edl fo-, 01 future 
‘‘ confidence in, aiSls of Parliament. The lanftion of the 
** Legillature is nothing. A few of the MinilUrul fiile of 
*• this Houfe have been gifted with religious infpiiation, and * 
“ the revelation has been extended to certain eminent per- 
“ foliages on this fide of the Houfe; and thtfe enlightened 
“ philanthropifls have difcovered, that it feems necelHiiy, 

** for the fake of humanity, and the honour of the nation, 

“ that all Britilh merchants concerned in the Afncan trade, 
Ihould have their defigns harraffed, their property injured, 

** ai^ their reputation traduced; notwithflanding inch per- 
“ i^ution muft undoubtedly foller, encourage, and ag- 
** grandize the furrounding nations of Europe, who rival 
“ Great Britain in her commerce and in her navigation.”— 
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Atthe foperftition and bigotrv, in thirteenth^ fburteenth^ 
and fifteenth coittiries, which, during thofe dark, ignoranr, 
and barbarous ages, threw down every barrier ereded by 
reafon and by juftice, in the name of Heaven, Jet not a inil> 
taken humanity, in thefe enlightened tiroes furnifh a co> 
lourable pretext for any injurious attack on property or repu¬ 
tation. 

But if all theautliorities which he had adduced were doubt¬ 
ful ; if his premifes were fallacious; if fome of the circtim- 
fi inces of crueltry were piosed, which the aholitioiiiih have 
only aliened, and which, fortunately for this country, and 
htppily for human natuie, were unfounded, bethought him- 
ielt guilty of a rafli and impolitic meafure in voting for the 
ahohtion, if he took only a curlory glance at the fin mces of 
England, and her tehttve fituation with Luiope. He could 
not bring himfelf to think this a convenient time, the coun¬ 
try in an eligible fituation, or the Miniller ferious in his in- 
clinitiou to mike an experiment which preients a certain 
proipe£t of lofs, and no probability of advantage. An abo¬ 
lition would mfiantly annihilate a trade, w'hich annually em- 
plovs upwards of 5,500 Tailors, upwards of iboihips, and 
whofe exports amount to 800,oool llerling. And the fame 
experiment would undoubtedly bring the Weft India trade to 
decay, whofe exports and imports amount to upwards of 

• 6,ooq,ooo1. llerling, and which gives employment to upwards 
of 160,000 tons of additional lliipping, and iailors in pro¬ 
portion ; all oMe£ls of too great magnitude to be haraided 
on an unnecelfary fpecuiation, which, in all human pioha- 
htlity, would prove ruinous to the commeicial confequence, 
to the national honour, and the political glory of Great Bri¬ 
tain. 

Mr. Mr Graf e»or, having prefaced his fpeech with many com- 
Orulvtiiur pfiments to the humanity and good intentions of the honour¬ 
able mover, faid, that he had read only the Repoit of the 
Brivy Council, for he wanted no othei evidence, and it ap¬ 
peared to him, from the delay of two years, that the 
I ourable gentlt min himlelf mull have gieat doubts of the 

* I lopriety of his motion; for, if it was to clear a point as it 
w as declared to he be, it could not have needed eithei fo much 
f (Tidencc or fo much time. Mr. Grofvenor remarked, that 
le had heard a great deal of kidnapping ilaves, and of other 
barbarous pradlices. He was ioriy for it; hut it Ihould be 
roiolltdlid, that thefe things were the cmifequence of the 
natural law of Africa, and that inftcad of declaiming agamft 
it, we Ihould endeavour, like wife men, to turn it to/our 
own advantage. Gentlemen had difplayed a great dfu of 
eloquence in exhibiting, in horrid colours, the traffic in 
fiaves. He acknowledged it was an unamiable trader lb alfo 

were 
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were many others; the trade of a batcher was an nnamialile 
trade, but it was very neceflary, notwithftanding. Hec<nild 
toot help thinking there was great reafon to doubt the pro¬ 
priety of the motion; and the more he confidered the fnb- 
je£i, the mote was he perfuaded that it was an improvident 
and utiwife meafure. Mr. Grofvenor added, that he would 
endeavour to explain the nature ofliis ohjed^ions to the mo¬ 
tion, by introducing a ftory. When the Duke of Marlbo¬ 
rough was abroad, tlie Commander of a garrifon, which he 
Vifited, made an apolc^y for not faluting his Grace, accoid- 
Ing to the cufiom, afluring him he had one hundred reafbns 
to aflign for not doing it. The fit ft of which was, that he 
had no cannon; upon which the Duke immediately anfwered, 
that he would excufe him the other ninety and nine. In the 
fame manner, obferved Mr. Grofvenor, “ I have twenty 
** reafons for difapproving the abolition of the flave trade; 
the firft of which is, that the thing is impoflible; and 
therefore 1 need not give the other nineteen.” Parliament 
could notabolifti the trade; they might reltnquifti it ; but to 
whom^ I’o France, Spain, and Holland, and other coun¬ 
tries, who would take it urn and fiiare it among them; fo 
that the trade would be ftill continued, and without the hu¬ 
mane regulations applied to it by the Englifli. 

In conclufion, Mr. Grofvenor quoted a faying of t^e late 
Alderman Beckford, on the origin of the American war, 
when he cautioned the Houfe againft it: “ Meddle not with 
troubled waters,” faid the Alderman, “ they will be found 
« to be bitter waters, and the waters of afflidlion.” Mr. 
Grofvenor repeated, that he muft acknowledge that the Have 
trade was an unamiable trade; but he would not gratify his 
humanity at the expence of the inteiefts ef his country, and 
he tliought we fhould not too curioufly enquire into the un- 
pleafant circumftances with which perhape it was attended. 

Mr. James Martin obferved, that whoever had lived to Mr. 
any advanced age, muft be well aware to what a confiderable Mania, 
degree a miftaken felf-intereft could darken the underftand- 
ing, and pervert the judgement, even of the t^ft-meaning 
perfons. He had often, with much concern, obferved, how 
very pemicioully this bias operated to the detriment of fo- 
ciety, and to the difgrace of mankind; but he was not ap- 
pri^ of the full power of this delufion of the mind, till the 
bufinefs now before the Committee began to be the fubjeA 
of public difcufiioa. He had always conceived, that the cuf- 
tom of trafficking in human creatures had been incautioufly 
beguiu without its dreadful and neceflary confequences being 
forelekn; for he never could perfuade himfelf that any man, 
under %he influence of moral principles, could fafi%r himfelf, 
knowingly, to be caririqg on a trade replete with fraud, 
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S 9 attd deftni^tioii. He fiiid, deftradfcion. fo# lb lie 
t; and he thought^ alfe, that the deftrudlioa tntro- 
lt^ occalioned by this oioft fiiocking trade, was of the 
blackeft and moft inhuman fppcies; inafinuch as it was a lin- 
geiing death, which, mflead of putting cin end to the mifery 
of the fuiFeters by a fiieedy ffroke, not only afflidled and toi> 
tured the bodv, hut, by cirpnving the wretch of all the 
deaieft coinfuts of life, Inraflld the mind, till nature, fink* 
ingundei grief niiil delpnir, kindly giaiited that relief which 
the tyrant mafter, for the l.ike of his ou n private, but much 
miftaken, fcif intert.fl, would deny> Hut, he obierved, it 
was clear to ever) pci ion t f accurate obfervation, that thofe 
who blindly and iinmediattly hAened to the fuggeftions of a 
narrow felf-inurcA, d'd rcall) thwart and countera£k that 
intereA lo which they were ready to faciiAce every juA, 
noble, and public principle. 

He (aid, r at it was wtll ohfrrved, in the excellent peti¬ 
tion from the L'nivcrfiiy of Camhiidge to that Houle, againA 
the flave trade, that, ** a firm bwlief in the Piovidence of a 
benevoleni CicMtor, adTutes ;hem that no fvAtm founded 
** on tlie cppiefli >n of one part of mankin I can be bcneAcial 
“ to anothei.” He Alt much rAl cmccni and mortification 
that, in an pff mhly of the repiclciitat ves of a country, 
boaAing itlelf odious, not only for its own liberties, but 
for the general rights of mankind, it fhould be ntceffary to 
fay 1 Angle word ( n liuli a iubj if; bur. fio. i the lentiments 
he had litatd in v i tr'in ionvcrfations, \eiv much to his fur- 
prife, Jt appeared, th.w, howeitr Aio igiy the lenie of troth 
and jufl ice was nrprelhd on tlu i.u nls of unpre'ud'ccd per- 
fons, the dcceitfuli e*s of th'* Iminin hcait was fucii, a% to 
change the apptaia^ces of timh whtn it A'^od in oppoluion 
to felf-intercA, as itU nitei it is ofren onAntunately mif- 
undeiAood.—He vtnl\ I)‘li v \ inac th le w i'* hardly any 
thing foe-ewTibly unicA a c’ crael, tint ni-n, who .re tho¬ 
roughly fclflh and avaricioM«, would not hr ng themfelves 
to believe to be right and dehnnble and would not, conic- 
•quently, adduce fptcious and fophidicai aiguments to iup- 
port; but he trufl'd, that evei v h neA imn would treat 
iucli aiguments v th the contempr a id indigmrion which 
they deferved, and that Hnr.in, a* a v> ife .wid viitiious 
nation fhould, wovild hold faft and cling to the eternal and 
tiniverral principles (f truth, iullice. and humanity. 

He lamentf'd that he had h iid do( 5 liiiies maintained, 
which feenied to have been rcfeived for times the tnoA fia- 


Igtantly proHigate and abmdoned; but he ttufUd that j^ch 
doiSlrmes would not be received, or even olTcrcd m yhac 
aflembly. He never expeffed to hear that tlie everl^ing 
laws of rightcouAiefs were to give way to imaginary [^liti- 

cal 
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cal and cbnanareia! eapediencyt and chat idlihttiidiea of o«r 
le{k># creatures, feverd fcores of thoofand* annually, #ere 
to be reduced to the muft wretched of all ftatea, that mdi* 
viduals might enjoy a greater degree of opulence, or that the 
ftate might cotieii fomew^ at more for its revenue. 1 hefe 
^oniidfrations, compute) with the facred and eternal rales 
of^tilihce and mercy, were fo trifling, thit he trilled they 
vou I have no weight whatever, whei oppul^d to them ; 
an 1 he could not '»ut be very (anguine in 1 - hopes of fu ce<s 
to the meaiti c propofed hy the worthv m ‘V r, wh^n he con- 
fldrr&d, that fiDm the goodnci'i of h s ciuie, he n nfl nec 1- 
fanly have the countenance ind iuitooit of t „ in-fl refpec- 
table botliev of men, as v i II a-, o‘ n u l luliv Jm ils >f alimfl: 
evei V delcription, as In ih inJ I noar c id tvoi r to Ihow. 

However, ivlr irtin 1 il w’ ini<^’^t hue diffeisd in 
party opi nons. com inin^ cti«-ni h gh add linguifhed 
cha<^a£leis, 1, hrhrv d tint ^11 wo Id iPo v t’c fir^t perions 
of rrval chgnitv in th s co n tiy to !»e of I and bene¬ 

volent difptiJitions, Ttnl t 1 tt ih y h» 1 1 ifp t‘’c*e dtfeend- 
ed from the i w th tli 1 ine irnt inem fd 1 uin ir'^y and 
geneioh'v. Ih bt ing («', vv< jmjht ^uftly eiiteitain the 
wiiitkIi h p^s of th< c nin ^ ml f'lppon of every part 
of tl e Kov »l fin H. , 'th Hoiilrs of Pailiiment were now 
«i giT d III the ’ I < lo 111 I g<.n*le.min accufed of cruelty 
and « pijiellion m ' d'-jjiee. He flau ^ thit 1 >fhe of the 
ch irt; N brill lit i>mil t • i* j mV man might be too well 
foiii (k.d ; liitL 1 ) f 1 IS ij» t i»-td lo him, in itgird to the ex- 
erci t of inv c i tines huiiie to him, thev were nei¬ 

ther to be tomi> icd in numtiei oi degree to thofe which 
were eve v d iv indtverv lioui, rommilted in the abomi¬ 
nable trult, ill ibolition of which was now under difcuflion. 
—Of the revcieiid bench of ftifliops, who were, by their 
dotSfiiiie ana evimpl , to render Chrtfli iiiitv amiable, and 
to reromm*nd it^to the world, 1 1 mud not he | ermitted to 
doubt on this occihon; and lome of the infeii ir Cleigy had 
already maniftfitd an honed /'•al in tins mod iighteous 
cauie. —The Ln verCtv of Camb.idgi hid piefented a petir 
tion to that Houle woitliv the at ention of t very well-wifliep 
to humanity; and the lider Univerfity hid, b) the mouth 
of one 11 her relpei^lahle reprefenta*-iv es, piv« n a (anAion to 
tha mcafure.—Olden ers of viii us denominations fparticu- 
la»’v the Quakers, who, upon tins occilion, to their im- 
mo r 1 honour, liad tiken a It idii g part) m d with fome of 
the iro t lefpf-i^able of the ed iblill eJ chuich, danding forth 

in. this excellent caule-^^e hid, for miny years, ani^, 

Huven knows, with too much reafoa, been heating violent 
acAifations of delinquents from India. Surely the accuiers 
of Tuch delinquents wouU be c agei, upon this occafion, to 
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ftyaw thawiad been afluated by the pure principles of 
humanity* without party fpirit or other unworthy motives. 
^Particularly* he fliould much confide in thofe gentlemen* 
who, as managers of the profecution againfi Mr. Hafiings* 
had exhibited fuch aftonifiiing eloqi^nce* as* perhaps* was 
never excelled* or even equalled. The fame powers of elo-^ 
ouence* excited in a caule at leafb as worthy* muft bear 
down all obfiacles or refifiance* and defeat every oppoiltion 
which narrow and mifiaken felf interefi could raife againfi 
the meafuie. Some of the greatefl trading towns in this 
country had declared foi the abolition* in which they had 
been joined by many of the fiiil counties in weight and con> 
fequence, paiticulaily by that county of which the honour¬ 
able mover is one of the reprefentatives. '1 he county of 
York had always been* and* he tiufied* ever would be* for¬ 
ward to take the lead iii every public mealure iii which the 
general rights of mankind wete interelied. He was perfuad* 
ed, that the Wiihes of that difiinguiilied county upon this* 
as upon every occahon, would be powerfully luppoited by 
Its two excellent leprefentatives. 

With io much good fupport, and fo good a caufe* it mufi 
be iropoffible to fail.—Let but every man Hand forth, who 
had* at any time in his life, boailed* as an KngliHiman, of a 
luperior regard to the general i ights of natuie and mankind* 
and who^ had pretended at leaft* to defpilc other nations as 
being defe^live m fuch regard—and we fiiould mofi afluredlv 
fucceed; but if it were otherwife* we mufl; have a moll 
{baroelefs effrontery, if we ftiould ever after pretend to the 
character of real Chriffians, or Britons, or indeed of men of 
fuch general moral principles as fhould govern every human 
being* of whatever countiy or religion.—Indeed, asBiitons, 
and efpecially as the reprefentatives of a people piiding 
themlelves in, and perpetually boaffing of, iiiieral fentiinents 
towards all mankind, we fliould be particularly cautious, 
and even extremely anxious, to avoid the fmalleft appearance 
of any unjuff and tyrannical principle. But how diffin- 
guiflilngly hypocritical fliould we appear, if, inftead of de* 
fending tm rights of the opprefled, we (hould be the leaders 
in oppieflion and cruelty, or at leafl; wait for the example of 
thofe whom we accuie of being tyrannical* before we check¬ 
ed and flopped the arm of tyranny, which had been too long 
violently wielded over our fellow-creatures } 

We who were tenacious to excefs, if it were poffible, of 
our rights* ;snd manifefted the hotteft indignation even n.% 
the fmallefl petfonal infult* (particularly if it were offered 
by the hand of Government)—we* who had punilhed tyrant 
of the highefl rank in this country—^were we to fuffer in|^ 
gent creatures to be vv hipped, fcoui^d* and tQrtured wi^h- 
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out difct«tion9 without control, without trial, and without 
law ? In fliort, if we had any regard to national reputation, 
' let uc not add the mofl; fhameful and abommalde hypocrify 
to guilt and infamy, by exercifing tyranny of the bbckeft 
'■^kiiid, and afifedling, at the ijn c time, the keened indigna^ 
tmh at every exertion of power amongft ourfelvet which 
was^t drxSily and perfeiSlly legal. He was fo far from 
condeiming the jealoufy of illegal | ower amoiigd ourfelves, 
that It had his highed applaule—but he could wilh, that the 
lame laudable principle Ihould be exerted, in its f lied ex* 
tent, towards the reJl of mmkind. VV Inle we could hardly 
bear the fight ol nny thing rtiembling flavery, even as a 
punidtmem, among out (elves, diould we countenance the 
trxerctfe of the mod duffiotic power over millions of crea* 
tuies who, for aught we know, were rot only i inccent^ but 
tneiitoiious^ 

It his been fiequertlv, but mod difgracefully, faid, by 
the advocates f >i the continuance, or at lead by thofe who 
were not vety zealous for the aholiMon, of this commerce, 
that we diould nut be too eigei in fetting th'* example; but 
that w'e (hould wnt for the 1 rench, or other foieij^ners, to 
take the leid in this bufiiids. How fir fuch a (-‘iitiment 
was conddent with the ancient, noble, and generous charac¬ 
ter of this nation, and w'lth the high opinion we were apt to 
entertain oi oui national honour at this time, he would leave 
to the judguiunt of every impaitiai perfon. Hut he mud 
Hatter hiiuielf, that we diould tather have been eagei to be 
fiid 111 fo good a cauie, and that we diould rather have been 
fejiful of b ing anticipated by thofe who*e principles, m 
legaid to the rights of mankind, we had not betn accudomed 
to hold in very high reffieff. If any nation was to be fore- 
mod in iuch a matter, which was mod bound to take the 
lead, fuch as ptetended, and proudly too, to a \ad fapen- 
urity over the red of mankind in their civil rights, ot fuch 
as they had always adedltd to delpife for ahjefl fubmiilion 
and the meaned lervility * If we (hould fet this good example, 
and not be followed by other European nations, let the guilt 
and infamy of fuch a fydem he heavy on thofe, wlu^ in 
that cafe, would continue to ad upon it, in fpire of example, 
added to the didates both of reafon and religion. 

Surely, continued Mr. Martin, this motion came recom¬ 
mended to us in the dionged manner. The honourable gen¬ 
tleman who introduced it, was judly edeeroed for the refpec- 
tahility of his chaiader. He was one of thereprefentativet 
of a county, which, as he had fa'd before, (but which, for 
US cred^, could not be mentioned too often) had always 
manifefta a readinefs to take the lead in every public mea- 
ftU'Ihe good pf commvnity, or for the general be- 
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il«£t of mankind* If tins bufinefs had t* eeh in hands lefs 
able and left refpedlablei he (hould now pirticnlari^ have 
much r^retted the lofs of one of the honourable gentleman’s 
predece^rs in the reprefentation ot Yorkfhire, who, he was 
fure, upon this occahon, would hive eagerly difplayed thas 
ardent zeal for the unalienable i ights of all his fellow-c ea- 
tures, w^'ich wis one ot the chief charaflenftics o^that 
molt excellent citiven, but, he was perfuaded, thatj'as the 
prefect iwprelfciitativ’s ot the county of York had been 
worthy tolloweis that blight example, fo, on this mofl: 
interefting occafion, tluy would burn wrh the fame ardent 
zeal for relieving the chlLiehi-d, w iich animated the breaft of 
that moft incomparable man. Id to fletven, that every 

Member of the Bntifh I'lil vm-^nt wovM look up with leve- 
reiicc to ihit illuilnou^ mUern ' Lft them follow his foot- 
ileps in th punty of rhi n conclu*’*, in tlu.ir love of juAice, 
merevf and iruth, ard in th un v I'tl re»ftitu<le of all their 
incalures. If they dil this, they \\ ) I'd my the fame tender 
regaid to the lights of oth r <.oti i r a is to the r own; and, 
for his pait, he fhojll m v b h \c mf p iion% reahy fm- 
cere, who were loud in th ir pi >fc wi ot t ivo to li'c ttv, 
if he faw til It love confinel within tht m row circle of one 
com nanity, which ought to be e«’reiid( i to the natural 
right,s of eveiy human 11 n i tint of the gl ibe, 

We fhtjuld b mo e ab*c to br ng ourfelves up to this 
ilaidatd ot re£li n le, it vt ca t ly endeavoured to imigine 
ourfelves in tie fit of in ' vh ire op iieT**d, and 

then ftrioufly confu^ i l a»hit \ » fh >j' 1 think of fuch as 

would wifh toeftibl/ i j ill and eq jit ' 1 •••ti of mo- 

rahtv in tegird to the n 'v's, and one ot i lothei kind to¬ 

wards ihofe, whom, fji critiin leafons, they rn ght ertone- 
oufly think it their inte*^ I to op irefs — But, he add*d, let 
us not deceive ourfelve 1 j etuHv, is to imagine, that it is 
our real interefl to opprefs anv of our fi llow-creitures The 
advantages to h ohtiiuil b\ opprtBi m and tyranny were 
itiiaginary ail deceitf 1 to the oppr^fTir and the tyrant — 
aid the evil. the\ c iil*d to the oppreded, were heavy, 
grievous, and many t mt-s nfurp* Ha 1“. 

Kifoi® he fat dow , he would >tg Ieav*» to obferve, that 
in delivcun^ thof firm nts which lie had piefumed to 
of r to the Houfe, he .t iil I appear to have exprefled ’hun- 
felf m any way too ft ^ly, or with too much vehemence, 
he freely tiuiled tj ♦ e candour and fiirnels of gentlemen 
for giving him th credit of not wifhing or meaning to fay 
any thing vi d i.t or oftenfive. But he inufl declare, that he 
iliould think i oil contemptibly of himfelf, could he^ention 
the enorniitus of the Have trade, without a very c^nfidera- 
ble degree of emotion and lefentment; neveitmlefs he 
3 would 
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would W4fli tl^t It were prrfedtly undorftood» that this tt^ 
'lentment went only to the principles and confequences of 
the trade itfelf, without any ill-will towards the j>(.tront 
concerned it it. Many of thofe perioiis, from pcculur iitu- 
k^onS) and from circutnAances, perhaps almnll; Mnavoidabley 
m)||^t be involved in it» and probably much to then concern 
anuNdifcontent, Such perfons, he doubted not, from ufe 
and mbit, faw it in a very different light, howevei, from 
others. If a perfon, being betrayed by his feelings into an 
unbecoming degree of hear, m fuch matteis as relate lolely 
to his own feifiln interefts, was pardoned for fuch an offence, 
he furely had a juffer claim to liberal allowance, whufe feel¬ 
ings weie excited by the wrong*; of others, with whom he 
had only that general connexion, which, however, ought 
ffrongly to be felt by ever) human creature. 

He could feel no grievance wha'^ever from the continuance 
of the Have trade; and he therefore tiuffed, that there would 
be a difpofftioit to excufc any excefs winch could have been 
occaffoned only by that pity wivch li^ felt for otheis. He 
was aware but of one unworthy motive to winch hi« condudl, 
as well as that of many othei indivi !uah, upon this occaffon, 
might be attributed—He meant the oftentation and paiade of 
virtuous and worthy fentmients. Now, he muff brg leave 
to remark, that it appeared to him that theie is no onc^md 
ad^ion which could be pcifotiiud in life that mi^lit not be 
attiibuted, by fufpicion oi imlevolcnre, to that particular 
motive. Men might always inlinuato, that vam-giory was 
the caufe by which individuals woic induced to ai 5 lions appa¬ 
rently good; but that matter muff he decided between Hea¬ 
ven and the confciences of ihofe pc ifons whofe conduJT: was 
fufpedled, or perhaps malicioully acculed, even wjthcut fuf- 
picion; and if the general tenor of a imiTs life did not fairly 
lead to rufpicion that he was hypocritical or offcntatious, it 
was furely highly uncharitable to impute to him inch a dif* 
po'*tion without fufficient grounds; and it was moreover of 
tnoft pernicious coniequence to the public, as a gieat difcou- 
ragement to men from aiffing meritorioufly, when they not 
only loft the credit of fo adffing, but were arcufed of doing 
that which was right in itfelf, metely for tin lakc of public 
and popular applaufe. If, notwithffandiog this remark, he 
ftiould be fo unhappy as to draw upon himfelf, by the pait 
he had taken in this bufmefs, that harlh and undeferved 
cenlure which he wilhed to deprecate, he muff endeavour to 
iatisfy himfelf with the confeioufnefs of his own fair inten¬ 
tions, and his moft fincere unwillmgnefs to give offence to 
any on 4 |~and with declaring, that as he did not pretend to 
juage onthe feelings of other men's minds, fo he muff pro- 
teft, that feeing this matter in the light he did, he fhould 

effeem 
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•fteera himfelf one of the worft of men, did he not exert 
every means in h» posrer perfedlly to aboliih fuch ahomina- 
ble wiLkednefs. if, in attempting to forward this aboiition^ 
he fhowed the weaknefs of hts ability, he miift confole him* 
letf with the coniideration, that he felt mere foiid comfort^ 
from found public piinciples and confiAent condudl therpTn, 
than he imagined he Aiould do from the exertion of any 
the moA brilliant f icuhies with which he might hav^ been 
blelled. 

He had only to conclude with giving his hearty a'Aent, in 
the moA public manner, to the preltiic motion, and withim* 
pi mng the hleAing of Heivtn on every honeA and earneA 
endeavour for the attainment of its perfedl and complete fuc* 
cefs. Mri Mai tin added his tiibut^e of Ancere thanks to the 
honouiable gentleman vrho had made the motion of that 
day, and to thofe honourable gentlemen who had aAlAed him 
in the profecution of this bufineis. He was very certain 
that they deferred the thanks of tliat Houfe and the Public, 
and that when t ns matter fliould be thoroughly underAood, 
they would receive thofe thanks in the fulleA and AncereA 
manner. 

Mr. Mr. Bardon remarked, that the honourable gentleman who 
Burden, moved the queAion hiul, in a great meafore, met his ideas. 
He coniidered himfelf as very much in his hands; but he 
wrAied to go gradually, and not fo much at once, to the 
queAion of abolition. He wiihed to give tune to the plan¬ 
ters for taking fuch mi“a‘ures as would keep up their flock ; 
and he feared leA the immediate abolition might caufe a mo¬ 
nopoly among the rich phnters, to the prejudice of tlie lefs 
affluent. We ought, like a judicious phyhcian, to follow 
nature, and promote a recovery winch Aiould be gradual. 
He wiAied, thereioie, tor fome motion Aiort of abolition. 

Mr Mr. Francis fnd, he Aiould Inve contented i imlelf with 
Fiancii. giving his vote tor the motion, but for fome coiifiderations 
which were personal to himfelf, and by which he thought 
himfelf pnrtirulaily cdled upon to deliver his opinion on the 
prefent occafion, not implicitly by a vote, but expreffly by 
declaration. lichthtvidhe was not very likely to be ful- 
peiSled ot receiving with fpecul favour and partiality, any 
meafure introduced and recommended fiom th<* other Ade of 
the Houfe; that, m his own Atuation in priviteli e. every 
motivt, by which the conduct of men is ufuallv deteimined, 
was united on ore fide, anl powerfully preAed upon him, 
to engage him to take parr this night, againA his opinion. 
ConnuSlions of every fort; friends who were deir to him, 
and who thought their fortunes were at Aake; iolici^tiona 
the moA urgent, from perfons to whom he was bo\pd by 
•many ue^; and pcAibl), the profpe^l of advantage tt> him- 
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ielf or tb his family at a future day, to be forfeited ot pre* 

. ferved; all thefe were in one fcale, and nothing in the other* 
but the juftice of the caufe, and the prote&ion of creatures, 
who would never know that he had endeavoured to ferve them, 
or whofe gratitude could never reach him. I’hat he did not 
* 41 ate thefe circumllances for the fake of ollentation, or as a 
cn^ to merit, but to fortify his caufe, by fliewing that his 
opi^n was fincere. Sir, 1 do not intend to go far into the 
genenl fubjedl. If the undifputed flate of fadts; if the clear 
and able argument delivered by the honourable gentleman, 
who takes the lead in this bufinefs, has not carried convidlioii 
along with it, I muft conclude that trutli and reafon on this 
fubjefl have no accefs to the human mind. Many gentle* 
ni'ii, ind<>cd, have afTerted whkt they have by no means 
rhabliflied, and what, upon the whole, I utterly difbelieve, 
tliJt this trade is profitable \ but no man has yet had the cou¬ 
rage to affirm, or even to infinuate, that it is not criminaL 
*^1116 quellion tlien is not, whether the trade be criminal, but 
in what degree ? Is it a crime of the higheft guilt in morals, 
or is it in pradtice capable of palliation } will it admit of an 
excufe.r No, Sir; I declare upon my honour and my con- 
fcience, none, I pafs by the traffic, as it is conduced on 
the coafl of Africa, the temptation you give to one human 
cieature to make a property of another, and to fell him to 
perpetual flavery. 1 take no notice of the miferies jt pro- 
diicds in that country. Remember only, that whatever they 
ate, you are anfwerable for them all. You create the mar¬ 
ket, and it is the market that conflitutes the demand, and 
produces the fupply. 1 (hall not infill upon the horrors of 
the Middle PafTage; you do well to pafs over them with dif- 
regard. The mod determined mind, the mofl obdurato 
beait, if it be human, could not liflen to the evidence on 
that fuhjefl, without torture. 1 take thefe creatures in that 
which is dated to he their bed dtuation ; at their landing in 
the idands; at their arrival in the land of promife^ whero 
they are indantly to find relief from their fuderings; where, 
in return for a moderate degiee of labour, a tolerable mode 
of exidence is provided for them. You fay you have paid ' 
for them; that they fubfift at vour expence, and that you 
have a i ight to their labour. Be it fo. On that principle, 
let us fee how they are treated. In confiJering the date of 
llavery in the Wed Indies, the obfciEl which indantly drikes 
iny mind with a force and convidlion, to which the evidence 
of f{}ecial faffs hardly makes an addition, is the power of 
corporal punifhment, allotted as T find it. 1 do not afk you 
to enquire in what manner this power is exercifed, but how 
it is^difjvofed of, and to whom it is truded, and then to de- 
lernifie what mufl be theefie^ of it. 'I hey know notbioff 
VSuXXlX. Hh •? 
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of th6 homait confiStutlon, who' have not ebfervod, that 
power of every fort of one mao over anothery hat a natural 
tendraey to deprave and corro'pt the mind* The mooMnt I 
hear of fuch power, uncontrolled, in any hand, I conclude 
that the depravity is unlimited. The aSual exercife of 
it, in the infliSion of punifliment, afltiredly introduces tb^ 
worA and moA odious of dl diforders in tne moral fyAe*!^ 
perfonal cruelty. The truth of thefe principles is acknow¬ 
ledged by the fpirit and caution of our penal laws in -^very 
other inltance, by the care they take, in all criminal proceed¬ 
ings, to feparate the intereA from the judgement, and the 
judgement from the execution. They will not fufifer fuch 
charadktTs and powers to be united in one perfon; nor are 
they united in any civilized fociety upon earth, except in our 
WeA-lndia iAands. What are the ufual oAences imputed to 
the negroes ? In ninety'iiine inAances out of a hundred, they 
are either idlenefs or theft. They do not work hard enough 
to fatisfy the taAc-mafler, (and why they Atould work at all, 

I know not) or they Aeal provifions. The thing they can 
eat is the only thing worth their Aealing. Food is the only 
ol>je <51 of theft which it is in their power to conceal, or that 
could poAibly do them any fervice. ConAder the riAc they 
run, the horrible puniAiments they fufFer when detedled, and 
then you may conceive in what manner they are fed. But, 
in* tliea confideration of thefe offences, who is the oAended 
party ?—^The negro driver. Who is the judge of the fa€k ? 
The driver. Who awards the puniAiroent ? The driver* 
Who infliiSls it } The driver with his own hand. But how ? 
Captain Giles, of the army, fays, that ** the puniditnent 
** by whipping, though with fewer laAies given, is more ie- 
vere and cruel than that of the army, becaufe of the fixe 
** of the whip.” Captain Hail, of the navy, fays, ** that 
" in Barbadoes and the Leeward IAands, the treatment of 
** the negroes on the plantations was inhuman *, that the 
** puniAtments iiiflidled were very Atocking to perfons not 
** ufed to fee them ; much more fo, than on board a man of 
•* war. The field Aaves he has f^n, (a great many) were 
** ^ generally marked with the whip.” This is the moeU of 
• puniAiment. What is likely to be the degree of it ? An an¬ 
gry man determines the penalty; an offended judge 'infiiAs 
it; and lie, perhaps, by office, by habit, and occupation, one* 
ef the loweA, if not worA of our fpecies. If you cannot 
have an indifferent judge of the oAences of thefe wretches, 
at leaA let there be a cold, indifferent executioner. It is a 
horrible truth, that when once the laAi is lifted by an angry 
man, with defpotic power over the objedt, his rage is in- 
Aamcid by every Arofce he gives. The cries and wrhhit.^ of 
s f tb» 
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the creators are called refiftance; even hii patience is called 
fttlkinefs; even his Aifferings are an c^nce. The decrees of 
palSon arc executed by pamon. Admitting the power to be 
neceflaryy is there any proteflion againft the abufe of it ? 
.JHIave the negroes any iheiterl Have they any appeal? Is 
th’^re a law to deter, is there a magiftratc to refort to ?-t- 
No,;^ir; none at all. Mr. Terry, who was many years an 
overmr in Grenada, fay*, ** that he has known Haves pu- 
“ niflied by managers feverely for trifling faults; that tl.ey 
durft not complain to the owner, for fear of worfe treat- 
“ nient; that he has known them punilhed by the owner 
« for fo doing, and fent back, though their complaint was 
“ juft; that field flaves ufually bear the mark.* of the whip; 
** and that he never heard that a flave complaii.ed to a ma< 
“ giftrate of his owner, manager, overfecr, or a ti.rney; 
“ that he has known the fame perfon both attorney, mana- 
« ger, and dodlor on one cftate; that he never knew a p'an- 
ter or manager interfere with another’s treatment of his 
“ flaves; that food is the general objeft of theft among flaves, 
« and at the hazard of their lives. That an ovcrfeeron the 
“ eftaic where he was, (Mr. Coghlan) threw a flave into the 
boiling cant juice, who died in four days; he was not pu- 
“ niflied otherwife than by replacing the flave, and being 
« difmifled the fervice; was told of this by the owner’s fon, 
“ the carpenter, and many flaves on theeflate; has heard it 
“ often.” 

Againft all the allegations and all the arguments on this 
fubjed, one general anfwer is ufually ftated, and fuppofed to 
die conclufi ve : negroes are our property ; we have paid high 

prices for them ; our profits depend upon the care wt take ofthem* 
If we are had men, at leaf! we underjiand our initreji too well, to 
defray or difabU the injb'uments, by which alone our ejlates are 
tfiade of any value to us* in the firft place. Sir, the proprietor 
is not in general the perfon who exercifes the power in quef- 
tion; if he were^ it might be fair to prefume, that the con- 
fideration of his true intereft would he fome reftraint upon 
his paffions. 1 fear, that in general it would not be effec¬ 
tive. ^lany of the Weft-India proprietors, I know, are men 
of as much honour and humanity as are to be found in any 
other rank of life; but they refide in England. Conceniing 
the managemeat of their eftates, they have no other evidence 
but the information of their ovcrfeers; concerning the treat¬ 
ment of their flaves, they have nothing to judge by, but the 
amount produce of their labour. If the returns are abundant, 
it is not likely that the owners fliould be much difpo'ed W 
enquire mto abufes, by which their immediate profits do not 
appear tc be diminiihed. They hear no complaints ; they 
d Hha ftve 
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Ihre happily themfelves, and conclude that all is well *• But 
I deny that the principle, (o aiTumed and relied on, namely* 
that flaves will be well treated, becaufe it is the 'intereft of 
an owner to take care of Ins pioperty, is conclufive in ihis^ 
cafe, as It would le in the cafe of inanimate property. AH 
the pictcd^ion which you canexpe^ fiom the prirciple^'and 
it goes no firther, is, that corporal punilhment 11^1 uot 
be mfli^Tled to the hazard of lie and limb; that the Have 
fhall rot he dilabUd from performing the talk, allotted to 
him. thin that lin itition, the lafli may be inflifhed with 
the mofl’ /I ocking, capricious fiventy, provided it does not 
elTentiilly injure the property of the owner. But to fecuie 
even that degieeof proteilion, he ought rever to tiuft the 
lalh i*ut of his own hind. He delegates Ins powei to anothti, 
hut not ilic interefl;, winch, you fav, is to govern the exer- 
cife ot It htill tlie 1 egroes aie yrur jnopeiiy: lo are your 
horfe , rnd of more value too, if puce and value are llic 
fame. See how thole noble, vileful animals aie treated by 
coachmen atjd othirs, t\ery di^ in the Hreets; evtr^ night 
at tl e doors rf the croi dt 1 aiiembhes ot this town, hi tore 
the eyps ot iluit maPers and millieifes, and even at the ha¬ 
zard f their 1 ves. 1 ha\e been often w itntls to thete aho- 
mmahle l«.enesof r 'tons ci p ifli male ct ut Itv Did vou ever 
b^ah of a coarl min j unill ed, or even dilmiflid, for cruel 
treatment of his horfts > 

Oi e would hmk, at the fiifl: vitw of the (ob|c«Sl, that a 
plantn ion. once properly 1 ockul with male and female ne- 
grres, would j- ipply itlclf, without futher importation. 1 
wifli It were fo; for then I fhould conclude tint the condition 
of the negroes was tolerable at le. ft I here is nothing m 
the clii late or foil to counteract the oropogiiion of negioes 
in the illands, any more than m Africa, wheie they multi¬ 
ply *0 excefs. In all f>ther countries, the labouring part oi 
the people are in general the moll pti lific. Vk by not in the 
Weft Indies ^ Lxceftive lahout, and Innty unwholefome 
food, would he fufficicnt to check populitioii .nv where.-— 
But the fi£l is, that theplanteis do not think it their inte¬ 
reft to encourage it. C’aptaiii Hall tells you, that “ in the 

Britifli iflands, breeding is not thoight dehrable; they ra- 
•* ther thought it a misfortune to have piegnint women, oi 
** even young flaves. They efteemed the charg^ of rearing 

a child to maturity, more troublefome and greater than 

• Captain Hall laja, ** he believes that the flaves fuflered from the 

** owner's abfence, becaufe it was the buflrefs of the overfetr, for his 
•* own credit, to make at much Aigar at poflible ^ to do thfs, he mud 
^ work flaves to the uttnofti it btiag qo concern of hit wiicthcr they 
** died or not." 


«* buying 
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« buying a flave fit for woik; and it was not uncommon for 
** them to give away a child of two years old, as you would 
** a puppy fr6m a litter. "Has heard an oveifeer of fome 
“ confequence exprefs this opinion. It was, in fact, his 

fyfiein to prevent population, as far as in his power; and 
** heunderfiood this to be ageneial So little care 

“ was taken of infants, that motheis deemed it a misforttine 
“ to' have children : after the month, they were lent to 
** fit Id labour, with their child upon their hack, and fo little 
** rime alForded them to attend to its wants, that he has 

feeii a woman, leatcd to give fuck to her child, roufed 
“ from lh.it fituation hy a fevere blow fiom the cart whip.” 

Mr. Tetry fays, that ** while a manager, he never re- 
** ceived any diretflion about attention to piegnant women, 

“ or children; has heard managers fay, it vas che.'ipcr to 
“ buy .'\ftican Haves than to breed; that they wiftied the 
“ children to die, lor they Icll inucli of the mother's work 
“ duimg tilt.r infancy.” 

C.np’^.iiM Rofs lays, 1 e has feen a negro woman Hogged 
‘‘ with ebony hufiies, fo that the fkin ol her l^ck was taken 
** oft' down to her heels; flic was then turned round, and 
“ floggt‘d iioin her hre?ft down to her waift; and In confe- 
** qucnce, he faw her afterwards walking upon .all-four, and 
“ unable to get up.” 

Such is the tuatment of women flaves, and in tliat ftate, 
too, which of all o.hers would excite pity in the moft cal¬ 
lous heart, that ftill had one Rum.nn Itm'arion left in it But 
we are told that, although poffihly fadlsof this .atrocious na- 
tuic may ha\e happened in the early periods of the Weft- 
India lettlemcnt., no fuch inftances occur at prefent: that 
the goveri ment of the iflands in this refpedl is greatly im¬ 
proved; that good laws have been made; that they are cat c- 
fully executed; and that, upon the whole, the fituation of 
the negroes is conlidtiably mended, and grows every day 
mote and moie tolerable. Perhaps it may be fo upon fon.e 
particular plantations; but in general, I do not lielieve the 
alTertion to be true. The operation of habits and principles 
is permanent and uniform ; the check created by good laws 
can only be temporary and occafional, until they have aded 
long tnough to eft'efi a change in the manners of the people. 

It would have been natural to conclude, tliat while thefe in¬ 
quiries were going on in England, and while the attention of 
the nation was fo particulaily dircfled to the fubjeift as it has 
been lately, fome reftraint would have been laid upon prac¬ 
tices, which it was well known had excited univerfal indig¬ 
nation here. One fadi, which I lhall ftate, will be fufficient 
to (hew you, what you have to exped from the probable cf- ' 
fe<a of thefe pretended laws and regulations made in the. 

iflandf 
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iflands Ibr the protedUon of the flavet.. It is not more than 
eighteen months ago that 1 read, in the Taniaica Gazette, an 
account of a female flave, of the age of fifteen, flogged bp 
one of tliefe drivers, till ihe fell fenfelefs on the ground. In 
this flate (he was dragged by the legs to a place which they 
cill anhofpital, till her mangled flelh was torn completely 
fionn her bones. In the bolpital fi.e died. The villain was 
tried for his life, and honourably acquitted, by twelve of his 
Peers, every one of whom, 1 ha\e a right to conclude, and, 
for my own part, ha\e no fort of doubt, would have done 
exadlly the fame. On what pretence was he acquitted 
Why, Sir, it was faid, or pretended, that thegiil was his 
property that it could not be his intention, becaule it was 
not his intereftf to take away her life. 

Sir, I have given you but a very fl'ght fpecimen, indeed, 
of the honors with which thefe books are filled. 1 will not 
argue the queftion, whether we ought to endeavour to put 
an end to them, or not * the very queflion is a difgrace to 
us. In fuch a cafe, 1 will not attempt to do that, which 
many perlonal considerations would have led me to do, to 
endeavour to compound with my duties, and to compromife 
between extreme right and extreme wrong. I give my vote 
for the abolition. 1 declare my opinion; 1 would do more if 
I could. Were I to have done otherwife, 1 do not believe 
that I could have enjoyed happineft in this world: I am fure 
1 ihould not have deferved it hereafter. 

Mr. Pitt. Mr. Cba icelior P/M exprefled his wiflies for an opportu¬ 
nity to deliver his own fentiments very fully, which, he 
feared, it was impoflible to do that night; nor could there 
be time for a full difcuffion of the fuhjei^, on the part of 
other gentlemen, unlefs an adjournment were to take place. 
With the confent of the Houfe, he ihould ther fore move, 
That the Chairman ihould now leave the chiir, with a 
<< view of refuming the fubje^ on the very next day, mean- 
ing to put off the orders of that day until the day after.” 
Mr. Caw- Mr. Cawtborne be was anxious not to fept- 

t&oroe. the queilion was decided; but, provtd d there 

was no longer delay intended* than till the day followi ig, 
be would not flrefs his objedlions. 

Colonel Colonel ^atlrton remarked, that it was his earneft defire to 
‘'arletoB. have the queilion fettled without any delay whatever; and as 
the Houfe was then extremely ful4 and there were many 
gentlemen who, to his knowledge, were going next day out 
of town, he ihould refifl the motion of adfournment. 

The gallery was then cleared, when the following conver- 
fatlon took place : 

Colonel Phpps faid, that though he agreed with the ho¬ 
nourable g ntlcman m oppofing the abolition of the Have 

tradi^ 
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mde^ yet he could not agree in oppofing the queilion of ad> 
journment; for he wi(hed to have an opportunity of declare 
ing what were thofe reafons which wodld decide his condud!, 
and he appealed to the candour of thofe who thought with 
him, whether there ought not to be an opportunity afibrded 
for farther chfcufiion. 

Mr. F«x obferved, that although the oppofition to any ad* Mr. FoSk 
journroent was undoubtedly uncandid and unbecoming to the 
Houfe, yet he thought that the honourable gentleman who 
prefled for an immediate divifion, underftood better the inte- 
reft of his own fide of the queftion, than the other honour* 
able gentleman; for Mr. Fox had ever conceived that the 
only way by which the abolition of the flaw trade could i>e 
prevented, muft be by flifling all inquiry, and by hurrying 
the Houfe into fome vote, which might feem to decide tlie 
queftion, before the opportunity of any real debate upon the 
principles of the flave trade was afforded. It was a trade 
which, the gentlemen themfelves well knew, could not bear 
to be dilcufl^. Let there be difcufiion, and although there 
were fome fymptoms of pre-determination in fome gentlemen, 
the abolition ot it mull be carried. He would not believe 
that there could be found in the Houfe of Commons, men of 
hard hearts enough, and of fuch inacceflible underllandings, 
as to vote an aflent to the continuance of the trade; and then 
go home to their houfes, tbeir friends, and their famihev, fa* 
tisfied with tbeir vote, after being made fully awaie of what 
they were doing, by having opened their e*«rs to the difcuf- 
fion. 

Colonel Phipps aflerted again, that he w.flied for a fair dif- Coloml 
cuflion. Phipps, 

Mr. Chancellor Put agreed with Mr. Fox, that, fiom a 
thorough difcuflion of the fubjed, there was every reafon to 
augur that the abolition would be refolved on. He obferved, 
that, under the imputations with which this trade was load¬ 
ed, gentlemen fhould'remember that they could not do juf- 
tice to their own charaiflers, unicfs they flood up in the 
Houle, and gave their reaions foi oppoung the abolition of 
It : that It was unufual alio to force any queflionof fuch im¬ 
portance to lo hafty a decifion. T hat, for his own part,, it 
was a duty incumbent on him, from the fltuation in which he 
flood, to ftate very fully his own fentiments on the whole 
flueftion ; and that, however exhaufled both himfelt and the 
Houfe might lie, he was refolved it fliould not pifs without 
difcuflion, as long as he had ftrength to utter a word upon 
It, That every principle which could bind a man of honour 
and of confcience, would impel him to give the moft power¬ 
ful lupport be could to the motion for the abolition : but 
that he had waited to hear what could be the aiguments of 

gentle- 
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gentlemen on the other fide of the atteftion, whom he con* 
ceived to be bound, fiiU more firongly than himfel^ towote 
for the adjourninent. » 

Colonel Tarleton declined prefiing his oppofition to the ad¬ 
journment. 

Lord Cat- Lord Carhampton that it would be indecent to 

kampton. prefi for the immediate deCifioii, and therefore agreed to the 
motion of the Ctuiicellor of the Exchequer. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Tuefdayt igih JptiL 

The Committee of the whole Houfe having been refumedt 
on the adjourn^ motion that the Chairman (Sir William 
Dolben) be diieiSled to move for leave to bring inr a bill to 
prevent tliefuithcr importation of Aftican negroes into the 
Britifii colonies and plantations, 

StrWm. Sir TVtlUam Toung immediately rofc} and addrefied the 
Young. Chair iieai ly in lubfiance as follows: 

Sir, 

Having yefierday liftened with due attention, and I may 
fay with admitation, toafpeech of my honourable friend, 
in which knowledge, and fubtleargument, and impalfioned 
uddreis to the lieart, comprized all that could be expe£led 
from the mofi learned, the mofi acute, and the moil eloquent 
advocate of tlie cauie which he had undertaken, I felt the 
prefumption of any attempt to countcracfl the firil imprelfion 
which he had made on the minds and paifionaof the Houfe; 
and I wiihed to referve my oppofition to the meafurc which 
he propoledy to an hour of more cool and temperate dii- 
cuifion. 

1 knew that the part, which, with others, T was to take, 
would bear time and redei^ton: I knew that we had the van- 
tage ground of fa£l and of argument; and 1 knew that we 
could not be beaten from it, but by Come momentary im- 
petuofity and fudden effects; and which, I trull in the good 
fenfe of the Houfe, now prepired to refill the manner of de¬ 
bating this queflion, thete is no realon farther to apprehend. 
Sir, we have much need to pofiels a vantage ground, whilil 
fo much ability, and fo much influence of fituatio.i and of 
charafler are ranged on the fide of our advei lanes. Truth 
and redfon mull indeed be with us, and llrongly with us, to 
warrant a fingle hope of fuccefs in the event ot this night*s 
debate. Yet that hope 1 do venture to entertain, and I 
humbly vequeil your attention whilil I Hate the faiSls and in¬ 
ferences on which Irely. 

Sir, thofe who fupport the motion for a dire£l and irnme* 
diate abolition'of the Britiih Tiade to Afiica for Haves, 
have never pietended that certain interefis of private property 

and 
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«ndofi!heptibneeoinmereeof tbefe ktiij^ms may not be'* 
.affis^ed by fuch a meafure. T1^ atmott which they have 
attempted to ihew, in palliation of fodden or eventual lofs to 
our coloniftsy to our merchants, and to the manufadlurersof 
this country,'isa profped of indemnification from anew 
trade, to originate in the farther culture and civilization of 
Africa, as a natural refult of fnpprefiing the traffic for flaves. 
Hopes of this fort, are furely difiant, if notdeluiive; whilft 
on their own grounds the lots of individuals and of the nation , 
is great in tlie firft inftance, and in the circulation of mer¬ 
cantile capital may extend further than can he now efiimated, 
and lhake the very recefles of private and of public credit, 
apparently tlie mod remote and moA fafe from operation d 
thequeAion before os. But, without availing myfelfof any 
admlffion of much to be given up now, for much contended 
to be gained hereafter, 1 appeal for the foundation of con- 
fequences which I Ante, to the commercial tables of Aiippin^ 
and of export and import, contained in the leport of tlie Privy 
Council, and in other documents on your table; and from 
the fame papers, 1 infer a hazard of yet further moment, 
when I advert to tlie evidence of men, who, as Governors, 
or in other official capacity, have no other intereA in the 
qucAion, hut vilut is a public intereA, and whicli moA of all 
pught to influence our deliberations. ^ 

The force of fuch confiderarions hath been admitted indeed 
no farther chan as it could not, without afiTrontiltU the plainelk 
undei Aanding, be denied; and what wasadmifl^% hath been 
repelled by confideMtions of yet greater forces by the para¬ 
mount claims of ju Aice andof humanity. Htfwever we may 
differ as to place, or time, or means, for the giving them 
sffedf, rone will op|K>(e fuch claims, when clear and ac¬ 
knowledged. But ere we acknowledge them, the very prin¬ 
ciples of juAice demand examination of the premifes which 
we are urged to proceed upon; and the genuine motives of 
humanity require difrrimination of circumAances, of objeAs^ 
and of eAe£is. We Aiould he hot nden in duty as individmds 
fo far to temper our firA impulle to interven^on of kind of¬ 
fice. But, as public men, as truftees for the great and na¬ 
tional intereAs which are involved in the queAion before os^ 
furely wc Aioulcl do well to enquire intw tbo real merits of the 
cafe, and Aft out the probable attainments on the fide of 
pbilanthropv and moral obligation, to which the facrifice* 
propefed is (in the opinion ol many) a confiderable portion of 
BritiAi commerce, and an ultimate furrender of the BritiAi 
colonies* When my vote is folicited for an abolition ofthe 
trade in queAion, as far as rehites to Gieat Britain only, 

1 fTould wiAi at lea A previoufly to be convinced, that, whilA 
Britain lofes, Africa will gain* I am mod ave^ to a traflSc 
Vou XXIX. I i nf 
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«f men, termed a ilave trader and I happily anticipate its ter¬ 
mination at no very diftant period of years, under a wife and 
tonperate fyftemof regulation. Hence I am the more anx¬ 
ious, in oppofition to this crude and indolent funplification 
of ail ftate policy, this aboliftiing a trade, by at once voting 
abolilhed; inafmucb as it precludes better and wifer meafures, 
which are already, 1 fay already, are in train, and which no¬ 
thing can frullrate in their ultimate good'effeflis, but the 
temerity of the prefent mode of procedure fuggefted to u«. 
IShould It unhappily this night he lecognized, and receive the 
fandHon of the Commons oF Great Jhitain, even though not 
ultimately made the law of the land, much mifchief is yet 
done: fot your Colonies need your good opinion and your 
good favour, to encourage them in what they are now doing, 
to prepare the way, and without danger, to the objedl you 
have m view, and fuppref. the trade you are averfe to, by ob¬ 
viating the necefhties ot iuch trade. * 

If in thefe fuggeflions I am well founded, and I truft to 
prove I am fij founded, thete is an end of the prefent queliion. 
Nay, fliould fair leafonings and dedurtions from fadt even 
raife a doubt as to the probable coiifequences in Aftica itfelf, 
and as it regards the Africans, I lltould hojie that tlie honour¬ 
able gentleman will withdraw the icheme of aholidiing, in 
the Ard indance, the trade for Haves, and purfue the ends of 
judice and policy, by meafures more woithy the deliberations 
of a Britidti Parliament, the charadlendic of which fhould 
be, as it ever has been, to attain not only the bed ends, but 
by the wifed: means. 

[nexnminmg thepreniifes, on which ourdecidon this night 
is to red, J dedienot to be underdood as arguing tootlieror 
more gem lat quedion than that (in u hatever form of words) 
which is diiedily or viitiially before us, and which I condiue 
to he, ** whether the trade to Afric \ for Haves, under pre- 
fent circumdances, Aiould beaboltihed, as far ai elates to 
** Great Biirain and her Coloiiie , and beofo abolidied by an 
a£i; of the Legidatuie of Great Britain.” 

Sir, Great Britain may abandon her (hare of this trade, 
but cannot abulidi it. 7'he general quedion of a*<oiition of 
the trade for daves to Africa i^i not before u»-. We are not an 
Aflerahly ofdclegites from France, from Spain, from Hol- 
< land, and other powers now engaged in that commerce, but 

the legiflaiure of a (ingle nation, whofe dereIi6iion of the 
trade on their own part, cannot any ways fupprefs, and 
(1 lhall prove) will eventually aggravate themifenes incident 
to afyftemof traffic, whichevery enlightened man mud ac¬ 
knowledge, and every good man mud deplore. Sir, I wifli 
to fee that traffic for ever clofed, as much as my honourable 
friendi wbofird agitated the builnefs; but that ** confum- 

{nation 



A. 1791 * DEBATES. 

** mation devoutly to be wilhed,” will be farther removed, 
by a too hafty and unqualified feceflion of Great Britain from 
that fcene of warfare and difunion of all that is good in fo- 
clety; where ihe might better, by previous regulation of her 
concerns, infiead ot abruptly flying from them, give ex¬ 
ample of new fsntiments, of new policy; and awaken cri- " 
ginal principles ofjuftice and of nature, for Africa, and for 
the nations who trade wi'h Africa; and thus eventually le- 
giflate for the world, and be indeed the imperial bencfadrefs 
of mankind 1 

On the other hand, if Great Britain fuddenly withdraws 
from this commerce of flaves, as Pontius Pilate, ihe liath 
waflied her hands indeed, but is ihe thence the iiioie innocent 
of what follows ^ if her intervention, as above ilated, would 
have, or could have prevented what will follow even to the 
numbers which foim her own prefent lhare in the traffic, 
Gieat Britain is not the more innocent. 

It becomes me not to aflTume ought, but to iliew ray 
grounds of apprehenfion, and authenticate the fcene of ag¬ 
gravated wretchednefs, wl\|ch 1 fuppofe to defolate Africa, 
as a confequence of the meafure in queflion. 1 he premifes 
which 1 have to argue on, are the details of evidence which 
heap your table; and 1 ffiall ftate iuch as aie incontrovertible 
in proof that the nations of Europe, and united Hates of 
America, that all who poflefs Colonies on the nether fide ot 
the Atlantic, and all who are conne£led with them, are 
crouding to this trade for (laves, and wait but its fuppreffion 
on the part of Great Britain to rulh on the coafls of Africa 
111 competition foi the iliare of traffic thus newly opened to 
them. 1 he energies of new projefls for old advantages are 
ever fierce at the outfet, and overflraiii, and go far beyond 
the old matk of temperate acquifition. New incentives to 
fpoil, and to rapine, will be held out to the black trader in 
all the zeal of rivalihip; and the prefent evils of comparatively 
fober dealing, lie aggravated to an enormity, beyond all efli- 
mate, in this new and)ion, tins new heat of bidders for life 
and limb. Does my honourable friend doubt of this, does 
he require the bidders to lie named, and their zeal authen¬ 
ticated? 1 lefer him to the moft certain ptoofs, 1 refer him 
not merely to the evidence of individuals, hut to public a<^s, 
to exertions and to encouragements gone forth from the feats 
of empire, to new ufurpations of territorvt and to new edi61s 
for trade, on thecoaftof Africa, with the (ole and exprefs 
view of fupplying plantations in America with negro la¬ 
bourers. 

On the firft agitation of this buiinefs in the year 1789 , 
my honourable friend fpoke with confidence indeed of other 
nations following the example of juftice and philanthropy 

li a which 
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/.which was to originate in your abuidoning your Iharoal^^is' 
traffic. Was that proplwcy accompliflied? Sir« it is ttue, 
* thar fuch prophecy was fcarcely delivered, when a'fimilar 
procedure was inititoted in tlie National Afiembly of France; 
it was inAituted under every advantage to a propoAtion 
which profeAed deArudiion not only to a Aave trade, but to 
Aaver); it was moved au a time when the patriots of the day 
were Araining to the very verge of civil liberty; and in at¬ 
taining the ** rights of man,” nearly loA fight of thofe of 
the citi'/en. Y et what was tlie reiult r Sir, the Aflembiy 
paufed on a queAion comprizing fo many and fo great inte- 
reAs, and fo many difficulties in application of the heA prin¬ 
ciples. *1 he Aave trade was referr^ to a Sele<A Committee, 
and the Report of that Committee calling on the AAembly 
torejedlthe meafureof << aliolition,” Mr. Barnave moved 
fundry refohitions to fuch effeSt, and which were received 
with acclamation, and voted with unanimous aAent. Two 
years have now paA^, and 1 am aAonilhed to hear again, 
as I have heard, a repetition of promifes and expe6lations 
thus proved to be deluAve. « 

Sir, the French, thar nation which was faid to be on the 
Aart to outrace us in the fuppreffion of the Aiive trade, is 
actually foreiiioA in the couri'e for its continuance and ex- 
tenAon. 

In page ^7 of the Report of Privy Council, Mr.Dalzell, 
•nbis own Knowledge, Aates the French to be gaining ground 
in the traffic of Aaves in.the kingdoms of Whydah, Dahomey 
and Angola. 

In page 48 of the fame Report, Mr. Penny mentions the 
French to have driven us from thetrade of Loango, Melimba, 
and Cahenda, and to have eAublillied themfelves in the trade 
for Oaves within thofe diAricls during t\^o yea>s paAed. 

In page 49, Mr. Faiconbridge fays tlM French have, Ance 
the peace, Aipplacedus in the trade at Angola; and at Bonny 
have almoA as great a trade as the LngliAi. 

, In theArA volume of evidence taken liefore the Houfe of 
Commons, page 171, we And, from the teAimony of Mr. 

’ Fountain, that the French h.ive adlually ufurped of late a 
fpot in territory, and are building a fort near Anamaboe, 
tlience to puAi their trade on the ^iold CoaA; and this is 
corroborated by Governor Miles, page 45, of the fame vo¬ 
lume. 

Not fatisAed with the exertions of theV own fubjedls. 
Captain Frazer informs you, page ^7 of the fecund volume 
of evidence, that late 'js the year 1789, lie had advantageous 
offers,' rf he would engage in the African Aave trade under 
French colours* Likewife Mr. Taylor, of MancheAer, 
Aates re^ulAtion loiide to him from tome of the ArA mer- 
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cantlle houfesin France, for the faniifliing an aflortoaent of 
bis nianafa£iiire$ fatted to thecot^erce in queflicn. 

Farther by an arret of Oftober 26, 1784, a bounty is eiven 
of 40 livres per ton on all ihipping employed in the A^ican 
flave trade, and a bounty of iixty livres on each Have im> 
ported into Martinique and Guadaioupe, and of joo livres 
on each flave imported into St. Domingo, Cayenne, St. 
Lucia, or Tobago. 

Spain too is feekiiig a flive trade. In part 6th of Ap¬ 
pendix to the Report of the Privy Council, we have as mat¬ 
ter of record, a contri(^ made in 1786, by the Court of 
Spain, with Mefirs. Dawfon and Baker, of Liverpool, by 
which the latter party is to fupply 50c o Haves annually to 
the bpanifh Colonies, at 155 dollars per head, fiee of ail duty. 
We find in the fame body of evidence, that not fatisfied with 
the trade reftndled to this monopoly, the Spaniards are, for 
themfelvec, exerting endeavours to attain an adlive fhare in 
the Have trade. On the fecond of March, 1788, merchants 
from Cadiz, and planters from the Havannah and Hifpaniola, 
are fiated in the Report of Privy Council, to be at London, 
and afterwards at Manchefier, enquiring into the nature of 
the Have trade, and the afiurtment of cargo, and of outfit for 
the carrying it on. 

In the fame document, we find the Philippine Company 
a&ually engaged in the traffic, and under the agency of a 
Mr. Teflatis, to have already fitted out four fbips, carrying 
5C0 flaves each. 

Lafily, we find the King of Spain, by an edi^ dated at 
Madrid, 1789, not only encouraging a flave trade to his 
American and other fubje^s, by a bounty of four dollars on 
each flave imported, but in fpecial favour of that Commerce 
breaking through all the refirit^ive policy of Old Spain, 
(that policy which pervaded all her treaties, and found its 
way even into the family compatSl) and opening certain ports 
of its tranfatlantic dominion*; for two years to alt foreign 
vefTels whatever, freighted exclufivel^ with Afi ican flaves. • 

Denmark too is exerting itfi If to gain a portion of the com¬ 
merce inqueftion: in page 57 of the fecoiid volume of evi¬ 
dence, Capt. Frazer Ipeaks, on his perfonal knowledge, to 
the Danes already extending their trade on the Windward 
and Gold Coafi; and Mr. Baillie, page iqi, afilrts, on au¬ 
thority of Ills immediate correfpondents from Copenhagen, 
that many Danifh flave fhips aie waiting the refult of the 
queflion m Great Britain, toflart from that port with view 
to partaking of the commeice eventually opened to tliem. 

America hath, fince her independence on this countiy, ex¬ 
plored every channel of commerce, nor hath ihe omitted 
xhac for African negroes; her vefiels on the coafl: of Guinea 
3 have 
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Iiav^ increafed fcom year year. It appears from the evi-' 
dence of Mr. James Baillie, page 191, of the body of jpvidence 
laft cited, that in the fpring of 1790, infuraqcea were at 
that time adlually making in London, on flave ihips from 
fiofton, Virginia, and Charles Town, yet thefe were not 
thejlillridls of the United States, particularly engaged in 
trade to the coaAs of Guinea; a commerce, even more ex- 
tenfive, was at the fame time carried on from MaAachufets 
Bay and Rhode lAand. 

The Dutch fuperfede all neceffity of reference to teAimony 
pf individuals; for proof of the fpirit and policy of that peo¬ 
ple, the moA enlightened in all mercantile concerns, in the 
advancing the intereAs of their African Aave trade, for the 
•purpofe of fupplying their colonies, 1 here appeal to the moA 
Authentic documents of Aate, whence to infer farther ex¬ 
ertions, Aiould the derelidfion of Great Britain aAbrd an open- 
ingto farther exertions. 

Tothis eAedf I Aiall cite anextradl from the Refolutions 
of the States of Holland and We A FrieAand, dated the nth 
of May, 1788, as tranfcribed in the Appendix, part 6, of 
the Report of Privy Council. Not to make the quotation of 
too great length, I will fui’geA as introdudlion, that the 
Dutch had reAridled the importation of Aaves into their 
American Colonies to Dutch Blips; that their Colonies of 
EAequibo and Demerary l.ad thereon been very infuAiciently 
fupplied, and had petitioned the States for relief; that fundry 
refolutions had, in confequence, been adopted, and amongft 
others, the following: “ Their Noble and Great Mighti- 
** nelAs are fully convinced, that the want of Aaves is fatal 
** to the planters, and that as the Dutch trade to the African 
** coaA is greatly infuAicient to fupply their Colonies with 
** Aaves, the planters are under the neceffity of privately 
** purchaAng them from foreign veAt-ls, and that a Ari<Sf ob- 
fervance of the prohibition would, probably, ere now, 
** have defolated a great part of the plantations; that there- 
** fore their Noble a:id Great MightineAes cannot re- 
commend this, fo neceAiiry a prohibition againA the im- 
** portation of Aaves in foreign Blips, without recommending, 
at the fame time, eA^ual means for the fpeedy recovery 
** of the trade of the Netherlands tp that AoiiriBiing Aate (the 
<< CoaA of Guinea), which is abfplutely neceAiiry in order 
. to fupply the Colonies with Aaves.** This extrad is of 
authority and import concluAve as to the Dutch. I have 
thus (hewn the parties, and Aiewn the Atuation of the parties, 
whom I have Aated to be eager for the feizure of the ground 
we may quit in Africa. 

The means of taking up this ground cannot be lefs, nay, 
muA, from the very circomAanoes of new competition* 

be 
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be more IM^micKnl1^ to the Africatii, than any prefent fliare 
«>of the trade held by Great Britain. Let it not be told mey 
that the prefent e\ ils are fuch, as not to bear aggravation* 
They will bear aggravation. 1 hings are bud enough indeed 
as they are. Yet I mull urge doubts as to things being ib 
bad as ^prefented by feme perfons My h >nourable friend 
hath heralded the volume of that evidence which he hath ad- 
duced in fupport of his caufe. 1 would overleap the ordinary 
hounds of implicit helitf on ai\y controvertible point at idii^ 
in cnnplimentto perfens who hre thus honoured with hit 
confidence. But 1 mull confefs, thit my value of human 
tefiimony doth not go fo far as to admit the plea of truth to 
contradidlions in faS, or to inconfillences in inference. 1 
cannot htnd to the ** iple dixit’* ot any, however refpedlable, 
in oppofition to the known operation and confeouences of 
the veiy caub s which themlelves llite with equal urength of 
allevcr ition, as the very ctledls which they afterwards declare* 
If the premileb alTeited aie true and eftabliflied, and if the 
conclufion afieited is ahfurd and repugn int to every principle 
of fur dcduflion fiom thole prennles I mud doubt the ie> 
prt fentatioii or ratlicr I mull iuppofe ex eptions to the rule, 
by ex ggerafion to ht in ide the rule itlelf. When I read in 
every document ot hillory, when 1 find in a concurrence of 
oial tellimony in the fiill volume of evidence, page 9, from 
Governor Baines; p ge S'*, from Governor Miles; page 
74, fromCiptain Knox; page 145, fiom Governor Wenves; 
page 5'»5, from Captain Hall; and from every one tint hath 
ipoketi to the fulvjedl, that the coills of Afiica, where the 
{live tride is rained on. aie very populous; I cannot admit 
the pradfice of breaking up villages, going forth in bodies 
for plundti, or even pnvatt kidnapping to be general among 
the inhabitants, though too frequent alliances, of fuch law- 
lefs rapine, are in ptoof, ns wretched efiedis of the flave 
trade, and as mfiances, are admitted by (governor Devaynes, 
page 52, of the Repfcrt of Privy Council. When, again, I 
lead the detail of retaliation 111 the cafe of fitmbe fack, page 
46 of the fame book, 1 cannot fuppofe the apprehenfions of 
like retaliation not to operate, and render the milances of 
dealing, or forcibly retaining Afi leans in llavery, by the 
European Mailers of Ihips, to form rather exceptions than 
rules of condud, notwithfiandmg the aflertioiism evidence 
of many, too vealous perhaps for the good end, to be over 
fcrupulous about the means of attaining it* 

When fml erl am told that “ crimes are falfely imputed 
forthepuipofeof procuring Haves,” I admit the allegation to 
a certain extent; but when it is farther intimated, that fuch 
means of providing the tiade are general or fyfiematic, I 
cannot admit it to fuch extent. Not to dwell on the iabje€l 

of 
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of erimet tbefc and marker, which if not puniihed* fociety 
hath no bands of«inion» no fyftem of peace, and is not civii 
ibctety; let os for a momeiit coniicler thofe which are ftated 
as moft often faiiely imputed, and as icarcely partaking of 
offence. 

Witchcraft and adultety hayebeen reprrfenteu in this point 
of view* but Governor Wellves, m page 156, and Mr* 
fountain, in page 267* and 187, of the firft volume of evi¬ 
dence, tell you, that the fjcret f't witchcraft is the (roret of 
poifoning* a crime furely of the deepeft dye. This evidence 
is corrohor ited by the pra^^ice of combining the whole fii- 
niily in the offence, who may be fuppofed to be poffeffed of 
that fecrtt; and the terror of fociety, where fuch i«:ret 
is fuppofed to exiff, is clear and obvious from the evidence, 
that in cate of a perfon heing iold for witchcraft, it is moft 
expiefsiy conditioned, that fuch Have ihali never 1^ relanded 
in the country. 

It IS not in the nature of things, or of focial inftittitiofif 
that a crime, the moft dreadful to the fociety at large, fhould 
be fpoited with, nterely as a means of trade to that lociety. 

Again m page 40, of the 4th volume of evidence, we find 
the iuppofition, and very words **• that adultery is made a 
** crime, on purpofe to procure ilaves." On this fuhjedl, X 
revert to the jealouiies of women, originating in the very 
principles of fociety, n*iy of narure itfelf, and which inva¬ 
riably and more efpeciallv characterize the manners of all 
nations in the known woi Id, where polygamy is the pra^ic^ 
whether on the banks of the Ganges, the Nile, or the Gam¬ 
bia. When 1 am infoi med of the bolts and bars, and the 
cruel precaution, which incapacitates each guardian of fidelity 
in the haram or venana, from violat'ng the truft repofed, I 
cannot admit, that in a country wliere polvgamy is in ufag^l 
that adultery is made a crime, merely for the purpofe of pro¬ 
curing fiaves. It IS a crime under moft rigid cunftruClion of 
offen<.e to the tyranny of the ffrongcr fex over the weaker: 
and offence to tyranny is ever deemed the greateft of offence. 
I esnnot, undei fair deduOion, on the reafbmngs and ex- 
pei lence which are before me, in the many books of fpecu- 
lation and of hiftory as applied to ethics, admit that a wife is 
often dr fTrd out for proftitution, in order to procure the huf- 
l)and a tii*e ro fell tht adulterer. The cafe is an exception 
to the ral * if the ff iteroent is any ways geneial, it is in- 
coafillerr sith human feelings, and above all, incompatible 
with the nnnciplcs ot polvga ny. In page ^6, of the Report 
of Pri'y Council, ■'dnnral Edwards tells you, that** hp 
** fiw the heads of fix women, who had committed adultery, 
** CUV off, and ex poled together on a drum.'* Such feverity 
belongs truly to the fyftem of polygamy. 


Thofe 
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^ 'I'hofe who wifli to be informed of the eKtent to which 
polygamy ib the pn*Elice m Africa) may 'o the evidence 
hi foie the Pu\y Council; Mr. DaJzell and the Rev. Mr* 
Newroii, pane 5.): u> the <11 ft \ olume of evidence befoie the 
Hoerfirof l^iwunorfs, Governor Barnet, pages 0 and ag: 
Govvrnoi MiJe*:, page 50; Gottnior \Wine, pages 150 
andi^^: Nit. foui tahi, page201; CaptaiiiKing, page447} 
and to oil.t In too tiUfncronVto mention. 

'I he gen r.d piadlice cf jioTygamy hath a refult, in appli¬ 
cation tcuheflavetra le, wlnchAwere 1 to indulge myfeJfui 
the fpeculation, woi Id diaw meVarther than might luir the 
time and convenience of di hate, In remarking that pra^ice, 
as CO operaitr.g to forn-, or to A>flain a trade of flaves, I 
fhould ftate fucli trafific for nun«' ers, who, ottcaft from the 
common folace of our nature, and the heft unions of focietyt 
cannot be regarded otherwile than as inimical to that*foc»ety, 
asonecouiie of removing fuch d.t'igei ms fupernumeianet 
from the community, to which another cuuife, of more de- 
ftru( 51 iv*» kind, might be fukftitute, if the fale of (leople was 
or could be haftily done away. Pruhably fuch luhftitute 
would he mallacrtd: I am warranted in this ruppofition, by 
the evidence to the numliers of thnfe flam at the funerals of 
great men, and at the annual fcafts of wateung the grtves of 
their anceftors, watering with the Idood of human vidtims; 
and which pradlice is corroborated by Ciovei nor Devaynes, 
in page 8, ofthe Report of Privy Council; bv Mr Norus, 
in the fame Report; by Governor Miles, in pag» 42, ofthe 
firft volume of evidence taken before tlie Houfo of Commons; 
and by Mr. M*lntofh, Govcinoi ^Venves, .and Capt. Lit¬ 
tleton, and all who liave been iiueftioned, or fpoken to the 
fubjedl. 

The Rev. Mr. Newton, in p. 28 of the Report of Piivy 
Council, and the Rev, Mr. Ifham Bagg-., in page 50, of the 
faipe book, ftate circumftances farther in proof of the mur¬ 
ders, from vinclidlive caufes, or other alti-in.'itive, in de¬ 
fault of fale, to be apprehended, ihould the Have trade be 
fuddenly ahol idled. Captain Littleton, who was eleven * 
years in Africa, and 900 miles up the country, in page 206, 
of the firft volume of evidence, gives farther realon to ap¬ 
prehend a fanguinary refult of aboliftiing the flave trade^ 
wiien he mentions the occadonal famines m the interior 
country, from the droughts, and from the horrid devaf- 
tations by locufts; when the people, from very nccefiity, 
become cannibals, or fell tlieir fupernumeraries, who ag- 

f ravate the famine, and muft otherwtfe ftarve, or be put to 

^th. 

Sir, my honourable friend hath ftated a full third of thoftt 
ibid to the Have Ihips to 1^ children; and then aiked, as in 
Vox.. XXIX. Xk juft 
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juft triumph of argument) Have thefe committed crimes^ 
** Have thefc been the fair objects of ciptiviiy in warC’*' 
Witat are the fair objefis of captivity in war) amot\^a\age na¬ 
tions) and fuchasmhabitthe interior province&ofAfitcajwhence 
jnoftof the ilavesare provided, I know not; hutJ JcnW that 
women and children are not unfrequcntly mrkfded intlie de¬ 
predations and mailacres of favage nations engaged in war. 
The alternative of captivity mav be the lot of women and 
children of the enemy, furpnv^fl and defeated in the interior 
parts of Africa. Sir, I hol^in my hand a book, fupplying 
grounds of fa£l, which, analogy of reafoning, we may 
prefume for Africa; and we then ihould regard t* e fpint of 
avarice which dire^s th^file of the woman and child, as 
fubilitute to the phren/ym revenge, which might doom the 
in^ nt tr> ago nve on the fpear, even befoie the mother’s 
eyes. The bock tint I dlude to, is Umfreville’s ‘ Prdent 
State of Hudlon’s 11 iv,* in which is introduced a narrative of 
Mr. Hearne, who, in the veil 1771, mide an expedition (o 
the Coppcr-mi le II* jC*". In courlc of this expedition, he 
joined 1 party of Indian*', then at wir with the Efquiir lux, 
and who ittackeda kind of vilhge, “ certainly not to pro¬ 
cure flaves,” fays Mr. Hcarne, “ men, women, and childien 
“ ran out of the huts (lark naked; but they loon fell a facn- 
fice to Indian fury The flir c-ks and groans of the ex- 
“ pinng were truly horrible and it was much inereafed by 
** the fight of a young giil, about 18 ycai s old, whom they 
“ kilhd lo nigh to me, thit when the fiift fpear was ftuck 
“ into her llie fell, and twilled herlelf about my legs when 
lb ggedher life, the fellows made no reply, till two had 
“ then fpe ars through her, and fixed into the giound. T hey 
** then looked me Iternly in the fice, and began to upbiaid 
<< me, .aiking if I wanted an Lfquimaux wife * At the fame 
tune paying no re a d to the (hneks of the poor giil, who 
** was then twining about the fpears like an eel.” Fear of 
fuch like, or other finguinary alterhitivts, is founded, 
however, on the fuppofition of an abolition of the tiadefor 
flaves; and fuch is not my apprehenfion. It is the contrary. 
I have Hated fadls in proof, that the nations in Europe aie 
, jadually making new and extraordinary exertions, even to 
extend their trade; theiein availing theinfelve< of what may 
dereti£l by Great Britain. What I have £nce ftatei, I 
mean not in excufe for the traffic, on moni confideniion: 
but the Have tnde hath fins enough on its head. Without 
having firther to anlwer for than belongs to it. It is not my 
bufinefs, but as truth requires of me, even to palliate one 
evil refultmg from this trade. For my own purpofe and cafe, 
I ihould fully admit and retort in argument all the evidence, 
nay, ail the tales, if tales them are, of domeftie difuoion, 
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every the beft tye of nature and of fociety, dilTolved un- * 
aer incentives to vicious propeniltiesj which Europeans may 
hold out to the Africans, for felling one another. I beg to 
-Oj/ail rayfelf of all that hath been brought forward by the ho- 
noimMrgcndeman: my opponent's cafe cannot be made too 
ilrong for my ovNiJjjftjmipole in argument. 

When 1 Cdrfonlyaowrted to certain details collaterally 
affeding theevidence th my direft puipule was to {hew 

that the aiSlual fcene of mife^^ ,jn Atric'i, horrid and diftrefs* 
ful as it IS, IS not fo much io, 1 |b to be incapable of aggra¬ 
vation. \ 

This IS an eilential pait of my cafe. A furcharge of 
wretchedneib and of depiavity, ^lelulting from the meafure 
prcpofed, is what 1 augur, and what 1 deprecate. 

The confequence ot abolition of the fla\e tiade by Great 
Pnitain onl), 1 !n\e altogether mfened on premiles not to be 
lhaken; on pic.niies ot t i6t. 

The I Ki. h, the Spaniards, the Dines, the Americans, 
the Dutch, would ufuip our place, and give the trade new 
fpurand foice. Fo what a£tual extent the market for flaves 
might then be puHicd, and the miferies and cruelties dependant 
on the mail ft, the v.in; iflands and continental fettlements, 
as yet po )rly cultivated and thinly peopled, belonging to 
thi. lowt s 111 qneAion, leave us no room to lurmife, and 
mn^h lels to exig^erale. Aught honourable gentleman of 
leaf I ah lity hath lud, on a former debate, in application 
to thi. iigununt, “ is itanrxcufe for committing a robbery 
“ On IJu inflow Heath, to fay that another would commit 
** it, and with the aggravated circumAances of muid^rtooif 
** you did not 1 his is a mere begging of the queA on. A 
trade for fl ives doth not in itfelf 01 nvCi u iiilv implv lohbery 
or mpine. Net many ycais p-’fled, Cireat Biitam lold hei con- 
\ii 51 s ( ml leflly at leaA) lollueiy. But for the trade in it¬ 
felf 1 am no advocate. It reAs on principles repugnant to 
the temper of my mind. 1 would that it had never liegun; 

I wiAi thtt it may toon rerniinate, hut the mtins propofed 
are n^it merely inadeqinte to, the\ are preclufive of, fuch • 
eile< 5 l. Having Aiewn that other Aate» will le, and ar^ 
ready to iuperiedcus, and take eiery footot ground weleavo 
tor trade ot flives in Atiica; and even mote: where are then 
the impioicd manner'', and induAry of the Africans, and 
wheie the new nillureind manufadlures of Africa? 

I here at once fwtep flora your table, and rejeft from all 
confidcration 111 this debate, the whole mais of evidence^ or 
of opinions lather than evidence, contained in the Report ot 
Privy Council, 01 in other documents before the Houfe, re¬ 
lative to the promifed fubAitute of commerce, which was to 
be dciived from the improved agriculture} -manufaduretand 

K k 2 civili- 
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ciyilization of Africa, and indemnify otir merchants and Ihip 
owners for fupprejfiion of the traffic in quellton. Thcfe werer^ 
affumed to arife on the fuppreffion of the Have trade; but the 
Have trade cannot be fupprefled by 
the grounds are loft on which thefe 
fought out. 

A right honourable gentleman, 
traordinary geiiiuc and acqutrcineiij 

to the remoteft tiinr<s, the fu^ti^ of delight and of im¬ 
provement tf» f v**’ V 1 gem \'f *'and to every intelligent inind* 
h*». Si-, with adifci i ment i»*i - -diate ascom|)ichenlivc, ftaied 
on the firll agitatatioii of h if'iirfs, ** that in adopting 
“ th tuMfuie propofed i piepare to pay the pitceof 

•' m.'virtue.” lam eady I , iv iny fli're of tins, or any 
pr.c ; hut tlit^ objc.61 of pii.i . m’^ft lie afcerraiiied : is it 
th' hapniiuIs c is it the Vi.*ti ‘uefs of thoufands^ We 
nit It not b alluiv.ci from our d*Ky by mere names; if tii af- 
fum d ben V le re .se cf..ini ite not thetfte<5), it is not bene¬ 
volence. it IS dii'ipi >on. 

Some * i!ih-m nded an 1 a nhi l^us fpirits who, towering 
above the 1\ npathies aid ie<*li ^s^'f ordinarry men, talk of 
principles in the ahlliact, or if they condefeend to an ap- 
plicition of thofc pniiciph s, yet as if all was to bow to th-*ir 
own piideof mind, menfuie o'r their own materials, their 
own ti n !• tif men a” d circ mitt I'icev to w irk upon. 1 hole 
nun tIk foi I ha e t.ird iliem tilk, a !a guage i lecious 
perh 1 ' ofoiw-, hi t wm ’» »ii 'v root 1*^ m * incapacity 
to u ui. • I ’ ilv h n lint. hi in • the piincipl* as .npplied 

to This I, I ft O' 1 ill-,.!! h »f»< Ixim.iiie i. ir .,1 r, and 

cori^t”!* tiU'' I moil* f'o hii's «i’1 o i< ha| t>Sethe 

ob e I “ i'*',*’ l*iy t'ti * ' ”'li I till oi loi , ‘ » iffic in 

** hipnn flefh in n n .i in >i t* n to I» home wit i; 1 it be 

•* carr'ef! on hv whom it wi.’, Ic ir he i ^i uati d b .iM the 

mil-nes incidmt to i ror f i * n I ‘taiC cf lift and ‘ ver 
•• undtr the toi id /ont ; let » > co iVj'icnvi s ot Curat Bu- 
** t.nn fupprefl 'g h»dil n v lii*i Hi '^ «>* i» * whit they will; 

the national imniui, »'n v, and ch ir.i trr require tint 
*** li pniellioii; t iecodt»|u ''ryvaie oe ^ .n om door.” My 
anfwrr IS flioiI: my centunr^ r-*ll iieth.ri!. co liequences 
are at our door i he i>r f>i derl n ni m.'' ‘uit theStatefnian, 
who^ dealing wi li hi *ht*r Siatt hnen, i* arcuftoriied to reft 
his all on a p^au ible ina'iifeno of caul«, hat the Muralift, 
who in the humblei path of lit*, ir»'diiatr on pejc«* and 
« good will towards man,” will 'vtnMire to call fuch 
Statfefman lefponlible for confeqm nces. Foi on'., 1 would 
not too haftily or crudely, even witli n pa'd to the Africans, 
forego my right to interfere as >i Un'ilh Senator, in regu¬ 
lating this trade to alleviation of its prefeiit evils, and ulti¬ 
mately 


a partial dereliction, and 
great refource 
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^ately td attainment of ail the advantages which ttie beft 
In tnoft fanguinc fi tend of freedom and of man can p/romife 
'or devife. hiran tune I would not forego my right to 
^terpofe regulations, re{])e 6 ing objedls of fale in Africa, re- 
iiwdhog/^jujrr.tg.e on its coiils, leQiedlingthe tranfport to the 
ed ind.e>, or'^^erih ment of the flave on the plantations. 
We on uur hdc mas d(inn«^h, but I ftar not to adert, that 
theBritifh tiacle to Africa fW- lUves will principally be abo¬ 
il I hed in, and fron, the "'V * 9 - Inies. Mean time, it is 
competent and pi(per to us fo ro'kiovide for that event, as 
to obvntb the piroxyfm of cah iViy and didrefs which a 
m te iiddcii a 1 dec’ll iroy afl Vy the mother country 
would (KTCrtfion both in Atiici mdjfn onr proper Colonies. 

In iigird to our Coloni s, a fudvftn iholiiion of the trade 
for "t cm lu^iofs would ve^ M th t de’^it its pot pole of 
hum in j liel 1 ( ut to us i 1 1 piodiice the noft unequivocal 
opi^cfTnii ond n i rv if the 11 ises in the iflnids I he ho- 
iioui iMe giPtl^miM vliohifl irilUi ’ I’li^ buhnefs, mud ob- 
f i\i, tbit ! tsti lull uuoull) 1 ek to meet him on his own 
and molt fwiui if ji in <ts lor fiom cron ling jlihn- 
tliiopy out If li^lit b) ditiils of politicil expediency, I dj- 
diouily bi ng it 10 vu w Pron Jiiifr to tint put of the lub- 
j < f wh ch ti-mpii7ts the itiv liluntion of thole in our 
C ilonii , V1 et’i 1 m idi is or ln\ es, as di pi ndint on the re- 
lultr^this qutdion, I mud inlicit moie piiticuhilv vour 
attb it 11 I mud beg tlic 11 fe well and w inly ti conhder 
tht piopolil lu<T ' t j t in I fudden innovition on our 
co'uMiaiaiKl coiiitTi''ri il lsdinr», nv it g m fic’itluii son- 
ltd 11 Ml tipnnciplts of p hc\ oiuiniiilir icceptcd in all 
t le , -uid in ill coun^iie 1 r g i )d ond \v Icfjovern- 

ni nr Let us o'» i\c how iith li» Id i divulliop “if intereds 


as Int’i him ImgtlKd, fliock*' evi i v lull fenlv, * * ii'hon de¬ 
rived fi im fxpeiic ce ind ohitrv iioi, of the cautious and 
in citt woikng of polity 1 p iitt in the rooting out old 
hi it>, in the 1 urtin.,* in i liult f >tn nncicnt pi i ^icfs, and 
in th( iuhveuing pieict i\t < 1 Ugil cl unis and lights on 
fptculative leilonings h wtver )u It and true let us, as 
men, hentite to ule tint iigid difvipliiie even on the paf- 
flons and prejudices of ipi n, which is fnited ixther toexafpe- 
ratt thin to amend let us pref 1 the direc'ling and tlieltid- 
11 g ( or Col milts nnd others m the way we deem right, in- 
Ihad of riiJ ly forcing them tiom the wiy we deem wrong. 
I hus we dn'i adl on pnncipks of lefnrni Anted to a fiee 
Government, and alnve ’ll!, Inch terapeiate picKedure is 
mod indifpenf il le, if Goveniment hith at anv time tegu- 
lated, prote 6 'ed, niv, even mdituted and lewarded the very 
rourfeof adventure to its (ubje« 5 ls, which it means thereafter 
to reprobate and let adde* Wlien, in fuch cafe, charters 

of 
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eorpome bodies, and poHtive laws of the land, under which^ 
property hath b^n engaged and fecured, are to be annul/etS,* 
]t is hot fitting to require that the a£1t fhould not be marked ' 
with violence, but rather be palliated by precautions^aud 
preparatory experiment of tendency, to ihe utfu t *i gtning 
but extreme neceffity, if that d to exift, w.U 

induce the intervention of a duwaift of LegiHituie, in 
change of Its ancient, its own^flera. 11 deed» are tn be 
cancelled andhws repealedf^uder which all in our Colo¬ 
nies, and many in Greit jJntain, have embarked their very 
means of fubfi^lence, n J too ranch to aik, that fuen deeds 
fhould be canci'Kd at l^fi with form and foloinnity; with 
fomething like kmdnefs i^d concern; protiav 51 ing all a^Tl of 
power on the part of the mother country, till urged by the 
refractory difpodtion of the Colonies, in piovidmg for the 
change of niealures required; not rudely tearing the papeis 
by which their properties are held, and thus adding vianton- 
nefs to iniult, infult to tiiin. An 1 now I would alk if a 
fingle infiance, if one fymptom even of fuch retiaCtoiy 
diipofition hath appeared in the Colonies a'- w irrants the 
Bntiflt Parliament to fuppofp, thit the lc\e il lAgllitures 
Will not aiCt, nay, are not aCling, temperatily, wilely, .nul 
buminely, to attain the ohjeCt pointed out to th m, and 
making the faireft exp*riment in proof of tht h n utaMe 
genilemanN alleition, that a latuial increafe of n ^10 in 
the Weft-lndian iflands mi\ be ehc'^hd by an am<-!ioi 1 ed 
fyftem of Icgifl ition; and that in the reiult, a tude to ica 
for flaves will be no longer nreeffuv. 

If you inteirupt the Col >iii»''^ m th ir rerap‘’iate pr iceuure, 
by crudely and widely atte n ni » nn antic ainn of the end 
they have now m view, r n y \m!1 neve ♦ iwi tint crl; 
whi‘e\tr in the meuis Jueg le by the n vv iienadi a'*f, 
ore ii^o’i lated art of (ini '*11*^' i Co omn arts, is be- 
nedcia , will be fir evei loll, and cut up by tne i lot, if an 
abolition of the Have tiacle 1 , by a dm A and im 11- lute art 
of the mother coui "i /. at ^ iceu hied; i coinci t ice in its 


views on thepait f ts vVtft ’ idi 11 dependencies cannot in 
fuch cafe opeiate; hirl nec iiitv inuft indice othri confide- 
fations. '1 ht ir humane pol cy w II cede n be p artical, if 
notfUpported for a time by that Alrican tiule v ich may 
. lupply them with women i ul yoanj- p,. qilc. 

* , Yet the temper uf their pi t fe it p eedings a/Ford prefump- 

tioh, that the human' polity of 1 r con n^s will continue 
*|0 operate, however it may lufe or its e fficacy. It will con¬ 
tinue to foothe the mifenes, though unequal to r< move the 
evils of a d cr ifing popi! ition ; -and we mufl: lake fliame 
to our own eno's and tcinenly, if we throw impediments 
in Its way^ and fiuifrute nts purpofe and picfent promife. 

Indeed 
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Indffd we put our fellow-rubJe£lts in the colonies to a 1^ 
‘We trial: we cojitrovert their charafler of benevolence, 
'and yet claim theii benevolence: we bring diilrefs on their 
afTairs, and then we cxpefl exertions of experiments and! 
oi improvements fiom the ftjtc of embarraiTmsut and of ruin 
which we have'involved them in. 

I fhdll fliew, on teiiit»«my not to be controverted, that a 
dired abolition of the trade for Haves muft tend to diftrefs ; 
no language hath been omitted which may tend to degrade,— 
and diHreli and degradation mulli tend to alienate thofe in 
out colonies,—that is to fay, thoia who may be found indif- 
penfable to the framing any feafiMe plan for the benefit of 
the Haves; and who muft be the iimruments to give it force 
and eifedl.—Permit me to fuggeH,'that ruin, ignominy, and 
difjiFedlion, afford premifes but ill fuited to fchemzs of im¬ 
provement in agriculture, of amendment in morals, or of 
co-opc'tation in reform. 1 am not fo ignorant of the prin¬ 
ciples of a free Government, or of the tights of BritiHt fub- 
jedls, as now for the firft time to be taught^—“ that allegi- 
“ ance and protedlion are relative terms.” 

Having affumed difttefs and ruin in the colonies, as the 
proltable relult of prefent abolition of the trade for Haves, 

1 will bring forward, I will bring home to view not an ima¬ 
ginary, nor a diilnnt cafe, but the moft f.tir inference, on 
taiSls and H.itements to be found fpecially in the minutes of 
evidence before the Houfe; and which will remove every 
doubt of the effiiSb of prefent abolition of the trade to 
Africa for Haves, to the ruin of the planter, the merchant, 
the moitagee, and lafl, not lead, to niifery of the H ive, of 
the poor African or Creole fla^e now woikmg on the plan¬ 
tations. Having ferved no one purpofe of philanthropy in 
Africa or in the Weft Indies,—ha\ing .aggravated miftry on 
both fides the Atlantic. — Such is the refult to compenfate 
truly for the immediate lofs of Britifh commerce, and even¬ 
tual deftrufiion of the Britifh colonies: — is it too much to 
fay of Great Britain itfelf ? Before I adduce evidence as to 
the probable effedl, 1 Hiouhl adduce evidence as to the pre- 
miibs on which the effedl is to operate. Thefe premifes 
eonfifl of vaiious matter, but all combined, ami neceffarily 
to be viewed as one gicat whole, in application to the ^uef- 
tioii of fuddenly fuppreffing the trade for flavrs. 

'1 he adual ftate of negroes in the colonies, the propor¬ 
tions as to fex, their proportions as to young and old, ftnd' 
to the ftages of fucceffion in life; their morals, their man¬ 
ners, and much elfe in their ufage, as well as habits, inimi¬ 
cal to incr^afe of the fpecies, afford grounds for aHerting^ 
that the negroes neither do nor can multiply by natural 
means, circuniHanced as thc^ are at the prefent hour: ad-y 
X ventitious 
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lrentttico& ‘mieins for 3 time to come, am neceiDry to fo^gl/ 
thofe conne<flions in fociety, which may give fair promile of 
increafe at a future ptriod, by the ordinary courfe of births. 
Such temporary fupplies, co operating with the at* 

tei\tion of our colonial Legiflitures to the-inftrudtdiC and 
to the mom tecure and more hypyJkliaiion of th^aves, 
may, I doubt not, produce fuch^^effi^a. But I'uch future ef- 
i& dependant on preienc fuppiies, and for a period to 


come. 1 ■ 

That the negroes on tjm plantations do not at prefent ge¬ 
nerally increafe hy birtlss, was a latSt admitted in the loth 
and nth of the original refolutions brought forward by nry 
honourable friend. I,Ie\advanced, indeed, that the annual 
excefs of deaths above births, diinininied fucceflively in each 
period to the year 1787 in ilarh.'idoes rnd Jcimaica. In the 
very able fpeccb of Mr. Bryan Edwards % delivered at a 
conference of the Houfe of AfTcmbly, and of the Council 
At Jamaica, the veiy grounds of the above calcuFation have 
been proved to be deluiive ; the number of negroes being at 
one period taken frotn the tax rolls, and then a comparifun 
drawn ar anotlter period, not from the numbers taken from 
tax rolls, hut from iheeftimate, the mere guefs of a Gover¬ 
nor «'r othersin thofe diHindl grounds, no relation of 
cale or criterion can be affumed. 

Mr. lieorge Hibbert, in page 396 of the fecond volume 
nf evidence llates, on inveiligation made with care, .ind ap¬ 
parently accurate, that the decreafe in Jamaica is of two and 
a half per cent., that is, of one And a half more than is 
fiated in the above refolutions; and it is very lemarkable, 
that Mr, Hibbert fliews tlie decreafe to be greater in the lat¬ 
ter, than in a former period of nineteen years. If this cir- 
cumftanee is attributed to hurrican'es and to epidemic difeafe; 
ill anfwer, I mud date my apprehenfions, that hurricanes 
and epidemic difeafe are fulBciently frequent in the Wed 
Indies to warrant their'making part of a general edimate. 
But even admitting the pofition advanced in the refolutions 
to its fulled extent, it doth not prefume an excefs of births 
" above deaths on the general average; and it cannot efcape 
• '. notice, that the indances brought forward in exception, 
of particular edates having-a regular increafe of negroes by 
.binj^s aiFe6l that general average, and adbrd an inference of 
' briber decreafe on the remainde'r,—that is, on the greater 
total of edates. If, for indance, an annual lof$ of four is 
faid to fall on the number of twenty; and in a.didin^ five 
of that twenty we find that one again fupplied, then the lofii 


* Vids Mr, Edwards's Spetdi, priated fiv J. Bebrett. 
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of four bears in f»£l on tbe remaining fifteen, and is to be 
fo eftimated, 

A fimilar inference occurs, on conuderation of ^he dif- 
proportion of fcxes: when particular cfUtes are iufiaMcedI as 
j)aving an equal or greater number of females than males, 
then the difproportion of fexes dated in the ro.a!, hears 
heavier on the remainder fiom the very circuiTidance of t'he 
cafes in exception mentioned. 

One matter of notoiiety hath in a great degree ef-ap^d 
the attention of the examinants, tithei of the Piivy Coun¬ 
cil, or ill your Committees, and which hath faithir eSi-Ct, 
in aggravating the dtfproport*on of fexes. It is, tii»t the 
numerous white firvants, and others oidinanly fent forth 
from the mother country in the date of appienticedj >, carry 
out no help-mate of theii own colour, and ceitainly find no 
help mate < f their own colout, and as certainly take to them- 
felves a help-mate of any colour they can find: in cakuh- 
ting tlie proportion of fexes, we fhould take oveifeers and 
other Europeans into condderation,~>-for they appropriate a 
confiderable number of negro females; and we may venture 
to fay, they appropriate thofe of but youth and form,—and 
who might* otherwife become prolific wives to the negro- 
tnen, and increafe the numbers on the plantations. 

All thefe circumdances fliould be fuper added to the an> 
fwers made to the 28th queiy, tranfmitted from the Privy 
Council to the Governois of the feveral iflands: that is, to 
the difproportion of two men to one woman in Grenada and. 
St. Kitt’s, and of four to thiee women in Jamaica, as af¬ 
firmed in the tedimony of Mr. Hibbcrt, page 364 of the 
fscond volume of evidence. In the iflands of Barbadoes and 
Antigua, where the anfwers leturned leave the equality of 
fexes a matter of doubt, the fame circumdances will operate 
to alcertain a confiderable difproportion. 

Moreover, a difproportion of young people to old, under 
prefent circumdances, ohdiu£ls natural mcieafe, and requires 
provifionary means of remedy, which Africa mud for a time 
liipply. In fupport of the latter inference, it would he^ 
tedious even to recapitulate the mere names of witnefies, 
who have dated the alteration of fydem within late years; 
and have told our Committees, that in former times, by no 
means an equal attention was paid to the breeding of negroes 
as is now: of courfe, the gradation of ages from a period 
back is not as yet duly filled, and a dep of life is wanting 
on mod eiiates, leaving a chofni between childhood and ma¬ 
ture man. This obfervation is of particular importance^ 
confidered as applicable to the necelfity of a temporary im- ' 
portation of African flaves; that is, for fuch number of 
years as the fupply of youthful labourers Iball be wanted to 
VoL. XXIX. LI fiU 
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fill the place of the aged 01* othen, who drop ofiF in the 
coarfe or nature. ^The children in much the greater pro¬ 
portion born and reared within thefe twelve years pafi^y 
have not reached the age and (Irength for labour on the plan¬ 
tations in fucceffion as that labour is called for: and T defirtf 
it may be reinaiked, that this jull; ilatement and inference 
would have the full weight and efie£l in argument againft 
immediate and unqualified abolition of the Have trade, even 
were the births equal to the deaths throughout the lilands, 
and the fexes numbered in due proportion. Befides thefe na¬ 
tural impediments to Population, which time, and a partial 
afllllance from a Have trade may during that time remove, 
the negiefl of marriage or permanent connei^ton among the 
negroes, their difiblutenefs of morals, the pradlices of abor¬ 
tion, and the in ittention to infants, are aft evils to be over¬ 
come, and whuh cannot be overcome fuddenly. 

The inference to be drawn from thefe ilatements is, that 
the negre es m our colonies do, and mull increafe, until the 
meafures dtflared by benevolence and policy ihall have had 
time to operate; and that mean while, nipplles of ilaves 
from Africa ihould be allowed in aid of fuch good and wife 
reform in the government and regulation of thofe adlually 
on the plantations. If the planters, being without debts, 
and without engagements, were free to make a furrender of 
half the income of their ellates, and to let every other con- 
fideration give way to the foie objefl of encouraging the pro¬ 
creation and the rearing of infant negroesif the planters 
could diredl their own views, and command their own time, 
in the making an experiment at their own lofs and hazard, 
of from how fmall a Bock, and under how many difadvan- 
tages, mankind tn<ay yet mcreafe and multiply :—If no deeds 
of mortgage, no contradls of confignment, controled and 
diiedled their fuptrintendance to other confiderations; —if, 
in a word, the plantei was not generally, the Have of the 
Britifli creditor, he might do much for incieafe of the fiaves 
lie calls his ow n, and in many inftances, circumftanced even 
as his Haves are, might attain, in a number of years, tho 
obje£l: he has in view, without importations from Africa. 

But whilft twenty millions of debt prefs on the proprietary 
of the Weft Indies, as eftimated, page 386, of the fecond 
volume of evidence; whilft a full third of the property in 
tlie illaiids, that is, of feventy millions, according to the 
calculation of a noble Lord, moft converfant in commercial 
eoQcerns, is engaged by mortgage to the merchants and 
others in the mother country; how cm the planter, fpeak- 
ing generally, remit labour and induftry on thofe grounds, 
where his own is but a relidue, and where fo great demands 
are previoufly to be latisfied, and ere he can claim a mere 
3 /ubfiileoce 
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fnbfiftence for hunfelf ? Under fnch circnmftancei, the (lave 
trade being faporefled, and hii n^roes, decreaiing the firft 
year, in the fmaileft per*centage^ that d^reafe mult become 
progreilive, and accelerate from year to year; for, as his 
numbers b^ame lefs, his labour becomes more, from time 
to time falling heavier on the negroes who remain. 

How cruelly the meafure of luppreffing at once the trade 
for Haves from Africa, might operate in relation to the 
Haves a<^ually on the plantations of the Weil Indies, is not 
readily to be conceived in all its extent of mifery,*—or not 
to be conceived without horror. 

1 could give colour to thefe fatal confequences, from the 
evidence of Mr. Francklyn, page o6; Sir AQiton llyam, 
page ii6; Mr. JBaillie, page lo?.; Mr. (iregg, page 226; 
Mr. Douglas, page 292; and Dr. Athill, who, p.ige 304, 
of the iecond part of evidence, Hates, in addition to the ge¬ 
neral topics of too much labour, and too few labourers, the 
particular deilrudlion to young negroes, from the nuHer 
being in his neceiiities driven to make them work in the 
fields ere their manhood is mature, and thus Toon wear them 
out, and bring on early decrepitude, < r death. —- As to the 
general efie£ls of cutting off all fupplies of new negroes, 
they are deferibed in the petition from Uemerary and Lfle- 
quibo, in terms fo plain and true,—<-th:<t he who runs may 
read. 

This document, to be found in part 6, the Appendix 
of the Report of the Pri^^ Council, is addreHed to the 
States of Holland and Frieuand; it fiys,—** that (in thofe 

colonies) their annual diminution of flaves is five ler 
** cent: this is little felt the firil ye.)r; nineteen remaining 
** negroes hardly perceive that they do the work, which the 
“ pieceding year employed twenty: bur the fecond year, 

** the fame work falls to eighteen; and if another year 
** pjfies, without an augmentation by purchafe, feventeen 

moil do the work firil allotted to twenty : this mull give 
** rife to difcontent, defertion, or revolt; or if the negroes 
<* put up patiently with the furcharge of labour, illnefs, and * 
•* an earlier de.ath, mull be the conftquence.” » 

I cannot quit the lubjedl of too much labour, and too 
few labourers, without one farther reference to the evidence 
of Mr. Ottley, Chief Jullice in St. Vincent’s. It is but 
giving jull and due tvv.ght to the tellimoiiy of that gentle* 
man, when 1 uflter it in, by declaring the pleafure I take in 
faying, on iny intimate knowledge of him, from y uth up¬ 
wards, that the bell feelings have ever cunllituted him' a 
common friend of mankind, without dillindlion of ccHoar 
or condition; and that natural and acquired powers of mind 
have fitted him to execute, as to conceive, what is for the 

L 1 2 benefit 
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bm'sfit of d!l around him. Tlii^ fliort dlgreffion will be eg* 
cufedy when 1 Hatty that it is made in juffice to one who 
anticipated the yxws of Dfitiih henevolmcey and wai 
framing colonial a£ls for the fecunty, comforty and happi- 
nefs ol the Haves in St. Vincent’s, betoru our firft regulatory 
bill was even opened m this country, m the (lave tiade in 
any way made a queltiun in this Huufe. Mr. (Jttley hath 
given you the cleaieft Hatement of the lefult to the negroef 
on the plantations, derivative ficm a fuddt'n 1uppi^Hi»n of 
the trade to Afiica for flaves. V.u,e 167, of tlv laft volume 
of evidence, he lays, •* that eftaies in the Well in.lies, in 
“ geneial, are deeply m rtgaged; that in many inftances, 

. “ where there is fuch incumbrance and weight of debt, the 
** greateft exertion of Lhour, and word fupoly of food, are 
« the conlequcnces; that on fuch eftates fo circumdanced as 
“ to be dtfedtive in the r iKirnral increaie, the proprietors, 
** w!io are obliged to anlw'er the pre . ng demands of their 
** creditors, would (heteaied) in many inliances, be induced 
“ to work their gangs l>^volld th^ir ftieng’h; and that a 
fudJen unqualilied abolition ot the tiade for (laves to 
“ Africa, would thus eventually piove op[>ieih\e to many 
“ flaves in the Weft Indies.” Sir, all theie conlequences of 
furcharge of labour, and of the wietchedncfs of the flave 
keeping pace with the rum of his owner, arc obvious. But 
do the rnilciy and inifchief end here, even in regard to the 
fi.iver No, Sir; merchants ol the ftrft eminence, men who 
can fpe.ik to the intent of ci editors, (for themfelves are cre¬ 
ditors) tell you, ** that, in c.i(c ot the flave Hade being 
“ abolifl td, the roercliant', mortgagees, and otheis, muft 
** withdiaw their indulgence hitherto granted to debtors, 
and foiclofe.” Look to page 397 of the fecond volume 
of evidence, and generally to the evidence of Meflis. Badlie, 
Rue! er, Hankey, and Hibbert. 

1 he efttft of the creditor prefling on the planter, will bo 
fatal to the flave in a yet farther point of view. In page 173, 

^ of*the laft or fourth volume of evidence, you are told by 
the Chief fuftice of St. Vincent’s, “ that flaves are liable to 
feizute for debts, in deLult of other goods and chattels; 
and that in a fale of (lives, under luch circamftances, 
there no p^oviHon to guard .igainft the fepatation of fa- 
« mihes, excepting m relation to the mother and infant 
** child.” Doth not fuch reparation conftitute a principal 
lhare of that very extreme of outrage on the rights and feel* 
^ in^B of human creatures, which the honourable gentleman 
ibjftrongly deprecates in Afnca^ Why inllitutenew caufesof 
Awh feparation in the Weft Indies ? 

The honourable gentleman, again, deprecates the tem¬ 
porary confinement in a flave ibip; why give farther oc- 

cafion 
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cafion to confinement in a Weft Indian prifoa ? wheH^ tindcff 
a diftrain for debt of the mafter, the poor ilave maf lingpr 
for double, for treble the time of a Middle Pa^ge. Due 
even thefe horrors apart, is it nothing to eiEcite d general ^ 
fyftem of procefs and Tales by the Provoft Marftial, which 
muft at lewift tear the poor Creole Have from his old habita* 
tion? Says the Kev. Mr. Davies, in page i88, of the 4th 
volume of evidence, ** 1 here have been inftances of flavea 
** pining away, leinoved from their habitations, and old 
<* fpots of giound.” but the reparation too is, fiom hia wife, 
from his child. 

Sir, I have fatd enough of the confequenccs of the abolition 
of the Have tiade, fo tar as it may operate on the lituation 
of the flave in Africa, «i of the flave m the ^^feft Indies. I 
have (hewn that the caufe of humanity is no gainer bv fuch 
piectpirare iinJcrtaking. None can gain \Vh t lots may 
reiuit horn the iiieaiurc it i\ not e^fv to eftimnte, taking into 
confideration the many and intricate (!( ptndencies on the 
queftion, adverting to commence, naviga'nn and re\»*nue. 

1 muft here, Sir, recall to>oui mti'd, that 1 have adduced 
a body of evidence n cuntroveitiblv, (cttiiig ahde all preten* 
fion^ to the hi'ding a luhil tut fof the flave tiade, in the im¬ 
proved tivilization, ^naiuifafluie'!, and culcuie of Afiica: 
fuch weip dated bv mv honourable fiiend as the alternatives 
of a flave tiade, the exp'flanev was luld out to us as refult- 
ing fnm ajoppreffi not the 11 ive trade, but Cjieat JVitain 
hath no power toli’ppie's thatti ule: Ihe may cpnt her lhare 
of It indeed ; but 1 have Ihewn th »t fuch fli ire fo abandoned, 
will becjuickly fei/eil by otbeis. and the fl..M‘ trade be carri d 
oil with nt-w exertions and i ivalAi.p on every part of the coalts 
of Africa. 

1 he African trade, which \%e are called upon to furrender 
at once and wrhout prcpaiation, and with no inJeui*il6r ition 
of co.nmerce whatever, is, in its connections at lead, a 
matter of the greateft concem. 

As to the tiafflc fur flaves in itfeif, and reding on \tK own 
grounds, whether confideied as a trade of export, or a^lia 
carrving trade, or as pait of our navigation, I declare raoft 
explicitly that I cannot be its advocate, • n any one quedicn 
even of national exp*'diency : but as a lefource, I hope ai.d 
trud atemponry relource, to our Weft Indian Colonies, »t 
derives fiom its cornedtion with them an impoitance touch¬ 
ing the vi ry exiftence of the iliilifh empire* Shoul i the 
motion of this night be adopted, I prefume nut to meafure 
the extent of ruin in the idands, and decay in their commerce, 
as dependant for a time on that with Africa. How little m 
fuch cafe the Weft ind*an.commerce might become, I dread 
to think of! bow great that commerce adually is, I wiU 

ibew 
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(hew briefly and in part only. To follow it through all iti 
various channels and to the extent of its courfe, would re¬ 
quire more time, e#en in the mere fiatement of articles and 
items, than this debate would admit of. In the year 1787 
the exports fiom Great Britain to the Britilh Well Indian 
iflands areflated in the Report of Privy Council as follows: 

if* 

Britifli manufidlures in value — 1,441,048 

Eaft Indian goods ~ ^ 23,970 

Foreign goods — — — 174,084 

1,638,70a 

There were employed in the above export trade 527 fhips, 
of which the aggregate tonnage was 124*454 tons. 

In the fame year 1787, the impprts from the Britiih Weft 
Indies were taken at a very low valuation £. 3,749,447 

The excife and cuftoms paid on which were - 1,614,689 

Thefe imports were freighted in 573 (hips, of which the 
aggregate tonnage amounted to 131,934 tons, which is con- 
fiderably above one eighth of the whole commercial tonnage 
of thefe kingdoms eftiiiuted in 1789 at 1,054,000 tons. 

In ftatiiig mere articles of import and export, and the 
fhipping employed, 1 know well that many dire^ as well as 
collateral branches of national and mercantile advantage are 
omitted in the eftimate. 

Moreover I puifue not the trade, even thus narrowed to 
particular articles, beyond an immediate intercourfe between 
the Colonies and this illand: 1 purfue it not to Afnca, nor 
to America, nor to lieland, not above all to the fiflienes of 
Newfoundland, or to the fifheries on your own Coafts. In¬ 
deed the capital engaged in this great trade, ciiculates through 
every vein; every the minuteft du^ of the political and 
commercial frame of thefe countries: it is connedled with 
and invigorates every other part of thefyftein, and if with- 
#awii, there would fuccced a ftagnation, an uni vet fal torpor, 
a death to every energy which now makes our ftate flourifh In 
wealth and in power. 

'Phis is what you aie requefted to endanger at lead, by a 
vote for immediate abolition of the African Have trade; a 
\ote which cannot have even the efteiSl fet up agamft fo many 
a£lual mifchiefs, and fo many apparent hazards; a vote 
which muft heap new calamity on the heads of the (laves in 
Africa, and of the Haves on the plantations, whom alone it 
profefles to ferve. 

I hope 1 (hall not be told that it profedes to ferve the plant¬ 
er himfelf. Certain examinants in yoiii Committees, indeed, 

hav 
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have queftioned to fomething likd fuch tffeStf and tsilksd 
of ruin to the planters from the purcbafe of negroes, as a kind 
of role* 

Sir, the planters have generally flated their alarm from 
every quarter, and have come with their petitions and Coun- 
fel to your bar deprecating the abolition of the flave trade. 
They might, I think, have been fpared the irony, the in> 
fult, of its being intimated to them, that fuch abolition 

was meant kindly to them, and for their particular ad- 
** vantage.” 

The effcdl of cutting off all means of fupplies of fre(h ne¬ 
groes to the Colonies, would certainly he enhancing the 
value of thofe actually on the plantations, and thus on the 
few eftates mentioned as being fo circumftanced in point of 
proportions of fex, as to increafe naturally and by births, 
would operate partially as an advantage to particular plan¬ 
ters. But the generality of the planters would be more or 
lefs afledledin a cliiFfient way. 

Thofe ureinbarralTtd by mortgages or contradl of consign¬ 
ments might foiegu the culture of much of their elUtes, and 
as their numh.'rs of negroes decreafed m the firil inftaiice, 
they might apportion the extent of cultivation to the eafe 
and health of the remainder, and thus in a length of years 
pofllbly furmount the obAacles to population, and leave to 
their children, eAates replenilhed with people, on the tem¬ 
porary facrihce of their own income and comforts: this truly 
would be a glonou facrifice. But i have already ftated how 
few there are in a condition to make fuch a facrifice! 

Mod of the planters are much indebted. The alarm 
which the mcafure would fpread among the creditors in 
Gieat Britain would operate to recal their monies, or cer¬ 
tainly to require moiethan ordinary pundluality in dilcharge 
of th' interefis of their debts. The latter demand muft at 
any rate be a confequence of their pi*operty reding in general 
opinion on a mere experiment and (peculation. But it is not 
too much to alTume, that many may not permit the loan of 
their fortunes to red on a fecurity under circumdances of 
probable or podihle deterioration, whicli, once incurred, can 
never be retrieved. If the capital of debt is not at once de« 
manded, yet conditions of payment by indallmeius mud in 
fuch cafe be rigoroofly exaded. Hence the planter, preiled 
for certain payments, under all the uncertainties of feafon^ 
and under all the cafualties to which his edate is liable, mud 
on every dearth or difeafe fpreading around him, require ex¬ 
traordinary labour on his plantation, and which labour mud 
from year to year incapacitate his (laves for any labour at 
all: his people mud be overworked, mud be rendered mife- 
rable, and himftlf be finally ruined and wretched. This, 
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Ratcinclit^pfSies to eftatelin~l«i!lcuitivationrt in eaf^i whers 
eftates are not in full cmltivation, or apt fupplied alroa- 
dj with negro labourers, equal in number to work the 
plantation to its full ettent, then fo much of the plan¬ 
tation as there are not people to work, is loft, or, in other 
words, fo much is, by the afl declaratory of Aippreifion of 
the ilave trade, taken from the proprietors. If the peribn fo 
became a proprietor either by his money paid, or by the 
fweit of his brow fertilizing the land granted in original co- 
loni/ation, he hath no petition, no prayer, he hath a claim 
of right for indemnification, on the mother country ; which 
firft encouraged his enterprize, and which having given him 
a title, or peihaps even made conditions of his procedure, is 
bounden to pay the price of theadventuie, in terminating its 
progrefs, and in fruftrating its promife of advantage. 

1 have fpoken to diftreis and ruin in the Colonies, as ope- 
rating gradually: but may not the efte£t of the meafure pro- 
pofed be more fiidden, a parojtyfm, a convulflon of wretch- 
ednefsand defpeiation ? 1 will not prophefy details of infur- 
reiftion and of revolt. We all know that fuch confequences 
are within theeftimatc of diCifteftion refultingfrom oppreftion, 
whtther of the Have over worked by the Bntifh planter, or 
of the Britifh planter, deprived by arbitrary and con¬ 
temptuous authority at once ot his fortunes and of his ho¬ 
nour. It feems to have been contended, almoft with equal 
earneftnefs and zeal, to place the (laves in their due rank of 
men, and to difpoiftfs their mafters of the very chara<£ters of 
men. Periiaps an experiment in aiftual proof of the latter 
propofition, may not be an experiment either very profitable, 
or very fafe. 

Having trefpafTed fo much on your time, I fhould forego 
all animadverfion on topics apparently irrelevant to the quef* 
tion before you; yet there is one fubi-ft, which I feel myfelf 
efpecially called up n to mention, if not to difeufs. Sir, it 
is with pain that I for a moment advert to the very exteiifive 
volume of evidence relating to the Weft Indian planters: i 
lhall merely touch ujion itseeiicral turn and matter, in juftice 
to thofe whom it tends, 1 truft harralefsly as iiividioufly 
tends, to viltfv and degrade, indeed the Colonifts have, in 
the courfe of this hufinefs, been no ways fpared; their for¬ 
tunes, their chara'^ers, have been equally and cruelly fport- 
ed with. A hafty admiflion of all forts of tales from all forts 
of men; an over curious inveftigation of fa£ts, too atrocious 
and too fingular to ferve as leftbns for reform, though, well 
calculated as topics for reproach; and a rerponfive zeal in the 
witnefles, fo Very intemperate as occaGonally to difregard 
even confiftency in allegations, chara£lerize many parts of 
the evidence relating to negroes in the iflands. Some of the 
perfons who have been brought forward to fpeak of the con- 
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dndl of mailers towards their ilaves, begin with llrong afler* 
tions of general cruelty and ill treatment; then examinant 
aiks, “ Can you mention any inilancs“ Yes," fays the 
ready witnefs, ** 1 can mention an inflanceHe tlien tells 
his dreadful ilory, and that ilory, with all its exaggerations, 
perhaps Aated too on mere hrarfay, 1^ confounded with the 
prior general aileit ion: if fuch procedure hath the inference 
in view, which it items to have; it conllitutes, on proper 
logical analyfis, a mere calumny, aggravated by fallacy and 
difingenuoufnefs, in fo at ranging theteiinsof the propolition, 
as to infinuate a generality from an inAance; a rule of conduct 
from an exception. 

Such critical uivcfligation is not how ever always requifitr, 
ill ordei to ground the cenfure which 1 preiume to pifson 
parts of the ev'idence. When 1 am told of the combined 
precautions, and cruelties o^ punillimcnt 1 itiifltd on women 
in an advanced ilate of pregnancy; the tale is a calumny on 
the face of it, contradidlory in itielf, and repugnant to 
human natuie, and to eveiy principle of hum m adtions. An 
hiflonan who valued his credit with the woild, would base 
been cautious of introducing fnch a tale on any authority 
whatever, eve*' into the memoirs of alsuccmer of Crom¬ 
well’s tunc, Yet this tale ismoie tlm one*- introduced into 
what is teimed, evidence of the condudt of Ihitilh planters, 
of Bntifh gentlemen, and their Biitifli lei \ ants, in the liberal, 
the enlightened leri of 1791! 

1 will not condr fee nd farther to combat paiticular cafes 
and inilances. 1 he felf contradidlions and inconlillences of 
fomeof the witneiTes are fuch, as outdo all the views of a 
ciois examination, and betiay theputics moil completely 
into the hands of tliofc who nny tiiink thorn of conlequence 
enough toengige tl eir attention: but 1 luufl advert, al¬ 
though I cannot adveit w ithout 1 egret indeed to that part of 
the evidence where the queilionswre diredled to an invidious 
compirifon, looking to a degradation of the humanity of a 
Britiih planter, btlow that of a Frenchman, of a Spaniard, 
of an Americ in, 01 of a Dutchman, in hmilar relations of 
mailer to the flave. One of our bell comic writers difcrimi- 
nated better thepietenfiops of our people, when wiiliing to 
fliew benevolence in its genuine and faireil colours, he 
perfoniiied it in the charadlei and conJu£t of ** The Weft 
Indian." 

Ill thus reprobating the matter and the manner too of 
much that hath been faul in allegation before youi Com¬ 
mittees, 1 by no means aili rt, that many good and intelli¬ 
gent men have not given juft and candid accounts of the treat- 
inent and condition of ilaves. 

V0L.XXIX. Mm Of 
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Of all fuch evidence I (hovdd avail myielf whenever a re^ 
gnlatory lyftem is introduced; fori would wiih fuch fyftem 
purfued in the Weil Indies^ till not one Have ii left dependant 
on the relative charadler of the mafter, but he at leail as fe- 
cure, I would lay more fecure, than an apprei^tice in this 
country. The colonial Legiflatures have already gone far 
in fuch fyftem refpefling their own immediate province. In 
Africa, and on the leas, our part in the buftntfs is fcarcely 
begun. 

In the mean time, it is requiiite that the intentions of the 
Britifti Parliament ihould not be mifunderftood. It is ne* 
ceft*ary iliat the alarms which have arifen, in confequence of 
an immediate fupprelfton of the Dave trade being in agitation, 
ihould be quieted, and that great queftion doled. This the 
credits aiid connei^ions of the moneyed and landed intercft 
in the Weft Indies require; aslikewife the temper of the ne¬ 
groes, and general pence of the Colonies. 

Moreover the fyItem of regulation, and gradual and pro¬ 
per attainment of the great ends of juftice piul policy in view, 
requite th't our attention fliould not be d>awn .iway, to a 
meafure idly and vainly pi oft fling to .'inticipate, and render 
unneceflaiy the objedts of that attention. 

Under thele imt^ielTons, I heard with fatit,fa£tion, that 
the motion was fuch as to pur us at iflue on the queftion, 
'I'hat theie fliouWl he an immediate and unqualified lup- 
prelfton of the flavc tra le, on tlie part of < ^reat Britain and 
her Colonies.” 11 at qucft.on has my decided nega¬ 
tive. 

Sir, before I fit down, I muft appeal to the powerful and 
;ible advocates for my honoural)!«’ fiund's motion, and who 
may afllime a ftiare ill this ni«.hi*s d< bate, for temperate and 
fail conftrudlion of the part w Inch mylelfnnd other' may lake 
with m', on the piefent occallr n, I will not repe.*ir hafty 
exprefllons, thrown out at the clofe of yrftenl v* debate; 
but if resumed, T would ftggeil to thofewhoniiy relume 
fuch language, th.U not unaccuftomed to fptr* 'a ion on »he 
human it ind, and on human .idli ns, 1 muft .luger iV lo the 
fuccefs of a caufe, the principle of which being ^O'vl ^ill 
towards man,” is fuftained by adiocuts, lAhotieat ihe 
opinion» .and condudl of thr fe in < ppofition to rhem- neither 
with moderation, as men; nor with charity, as Chrif- 
tians. 

Sir, I return my thanks to the Con'mitiee, for their pa¬ 
tience and attention to that, which I have thought it indif- 
penflble in me, circumftanced and connedled as 1 am, rooffer 
to their confideration. I {h'tll lit down in fu'l confidence, 
that the event of this night wiH fliew, that the good fenle 
and true benevolence of a British Houfe of Commons are not 

to 
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to be fafcinated by doqoence, or drawn a(ide by any in* 
fluencey when the road to the true intereds and welfare of 
tlieir country and of mankind i$ before them, and ckar, and 
direct: it leads to a rejection of the prefent morion. 

Mr. M. Montagu declared, that he gave tlic mod unqua- Mr, 
lifted approbation and fupport to the motion made by his ho* Montage, 
nourable fri nd, and pledged himielf, it this motion ^io«i1d 
be rejedled, to renew it at fome future time, proteding, that 
while he had breath and power to ufe whatever abilities fell 
to his lot) he fliould exert himfelf to the utinoft to ob ain an 
objedt fo deft table to every lover of juftice, and e'^ciy tiknd 
to mankind. 

Lord John Rujfell admitted, that the ideas attached to fta- Ld. John 
very were repugnant to our feelings; yet, he conceited that KuHdi. 
all the advantages which were (uppofed to refi.’t from the 
prefent motion, would prove vlfionary and delufive. It was 
only a feeble attempt, without the power, to ferve the caule 
of humanity. We might relinquifli the trade; but the con* 
lequence would ptove that it would be tak n up by other na* 
tions. The Afiican Have trade might admit of many regu¬ 
lations; and whenever a bill of legulation came forward, no 
man would be more ready than himfelf tolend it his fupport. 

In this way, the rights of human nature might be al&ned, 
without injuring one individual, or the commerre of the 
kingdom. He hoped that he fliould not incur verv fevere 
cenfure for what he had faid, as he was not fenfble of having 
a hard heart, let his underftanding be w'hat it might. His 
heart was as free and as accefftble, as the rights of juftice and 
the caufe of humanity required. 

Mr. Stanley fpoke ftrorgly, and at very great length, Mr. 
agoinft the abolition of tlie (lave trade, as oppreffive and un- Stanley, 
juft upon a great body of planters and merchants, injuring 
them without any proijre^ of lecompence, and fiom ideas of 
humanity to the negroes, which were ill founded. Thirty 
years experience of the fttuation, and that of the planters 
and others connefled with the tiade, gave him fome right to 
believe that he knew the true ftate of the cafe as w ell as moft 
people. Of the evidence, fome parts were true, fome he 
knew to be fallacious, and others much exaggerated. He 
hoped, therefore, gentlemen would iipt lay fuch implicit 
ftrefs upon it, as fiends to the abolition wiihed them to do. 

Many refpe£lable names had been introdreed, and their opi* 
nions quoted, as authorities; amongft o:hers, he would men* 
tion Admiral Barrington’s, which avowed the nectTity for 
(lifcipline among the n^roes, fuch as was pra 61 ifrd by thtf* 

Wifeft and beft planters, elfe it would he impoftible to keep 
them in any kind of fubjedli'^n or order. He might be an* 
fwered, that naval men were accuftomed to fee harfti treat- 
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ment, and lafhing of men, and therefore little difconcerted 
by^t; but would this be a fair or liberal way of treating fucli 
authority as he had mentioned ? He likewife rend, as an 
authority that ilavery was not incompatible with Chriftianity 
and religion, opinions of the fiilhop ot Glouceiler, and Ant¬ 
ed, that if Ilavery was abolilhed, the negroes would fuppofe 
themfelves on a footing with their maAers, and then an end 
would* be put to all order, management, and fafety. If it 
were canied into execution, he thought we might as well 
pive up our colonies and lAands entirely at the fame moment. 
*i'he infurreiAions in J/oiiunica, he was well informed, had 
originated from th.' difcuffion of this queAion in England, 
which was fent from 1 rai'ce to the flaves in Maitinique, 
and from thei ce communicared to thofeof i^ominica. 

It was certainly the intercA of the planters to incrcafc 
the populat’on of negroes, and if humanity did not dictate 
to them to treat them piopcrly, their inttieA would ; for 
it was well know’n, that one of thofc who were called fea- 
foned ncff-roes, were worth at IcaA two African flaves, 
many of whom died before they were Aafoned. He knew 
a great many planters, and believed, in general, that they 
all treated their flaves very properly. With regard to the 
horrid inAances of raiferablc wretches been feen in thefitu- 
atiops dcfcnbtd by feme of the evidences, from the cruel¬ 
ties of maAers, thefe inllanccs, he imagined, had been 
colic (At d by thofc who were not much acquainted with the 
countiy, and h\d only been in towns, where they might, 
perhap'-, have lem examples of the enormities committed 
by fomemonfrous rafeah who wcic neither frequent nor 
common. lie wiflicd foine falutary legulations could be 
thought of, and if any one brought them forward, the 
planter would givt limi t.iry fupport and afliAance in 
thtii power, but he never could agree to a total abolition. 
He then dcfciibcd the fituation of Antigua, Nevis, and 
bt. ChriAophei’s; arguing Aill for the neceffity of flavery 
in thofc iflands. ard fupporting his pofltions with extracts 
fiom Locke, .vi.l oi.ee oi twice from the feriptures. 

Mr. \V. Mr. fVdlioni i'uuih rofe next, and obitrved, that it was 
Smith not his intention lo have taken the leaf! notice of the ar¬ 
gument attempted lo he drawn from feripture, in fupport 
of the flave tr.ulc, becaufe, although he had feen it urged 
in fomc paraphlcrs, it had always appeared to him fo ex¬ 
tremely abfuid and fuperficial, as to be totally undeferving 
of any reply. He thought it adapted merely ad eaptandum 
vulgus; to impofe on ihofe who never took the trouble of 
thinking ; and he had imagined, that gentlemen would 
have paid more rcfpeiA to the difcernment of the Commit¬ 
tee, than to have brought it forward there- Nor, thoushi 
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the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft had adverted to 
It, could he fuppofe, for a moment, that the good fenfe 
of the Houfc could be milled by a few perverted or mifap- 
plled palTages of fcripture, in direct oppoiltion to the whole 
tenor and Tpirit of C hriiiianity; to the theory, he might 
fay, of almoft every religion which had ever appealed in 
the world. Whatever might be ingenioufly ad\apced in 
debate, every man mull foci, that the Have trade could not 
exill an hour, if that excellent maxim, which lies at the 
very bafis of Chrillian morality, “ To do unto others ds 
** we would thatothirs iliould do unto us,” had itsino- 
per influence on the conduct of men. 

The honourable gentleman had equally furprifed him, 
by another of the arguments on which he had appeared to 
rtly, the weaknefs of which was equally apparent “The 
antiquity and univerfality of llavcry.” It was impolTible 
not to lee, thai from the mere cxiftence of any pru< 5 lice, 
not even a piefumption could be foimcd in favour of its 
jullice or piopiiLty. Ily this argumer.t, it, indeed, it de- 
fervtd the appellation, every vice a”<d eriine might be de¬ 
fended, which had difgraccd mankind, from the days of 
Cain, tlie finl murderer, to the pnfent times. The 
flaves of antiquity, however, even undi r all the hardflilps 
they fuffeied, w’cic in a fituation far piefjrabicto that of 
negroes in the ^Vcll Indies. The llatc of flavtry then^as 
not fo degrading as that in wliicU the wretcJied Afiicans 
arc holden in thefc modern times : and a woid, “ Pater¬ 
familias,” ufed by the honoerabie giitleman, had ic- 
minded him of a palTage which estniplitud this, in t.'.e 
llrongell manner: Dominiy* fajsMacrohius, “ 

“ bui nnfltiiy Patii^famUiuiy Taw l‘aie\ upptHuti juut ; 

quod vellenty ii\ veubus, a Dimuo om!.im irn'idiamy aJni» 

** imncm rontumel.amy duahnr^ —Ouranccilorsdcnoi.il- 
nated the mailer. Father of the Fannly, and the Have, 
Domellic; with the intent on of removing all cdiutn 
““ from the condition of the mailer, and all contempt tiom 
that of the fervant.” Could this language be applied j 
to the prefent Hate of Wcll-Indian llav>ry ? • 

It had been complained of by many gentlemen W’ho ef- 
poufed the oppofite fide of the quellion, that, in fupport- 
ing their caule, they laboured under very great difadvan- 
tages; and among others, that they had to contend againll 
the mod fplendid abilities of which the'nation could boall. 
'I'hough he was as little difpof d as any man to depreciate 
thofe admirable talents, on both fides of the Houfe, which 
were fo honourably united on this occalion, in favour of 
jullice and humanity, yet he knew, that among his atita- 
gonifis alfo were men of great abilities, which, Tie doubted 

not, 
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tkttf would be exertdd to the utxnoft in defence of tho 
opinions they had adopted. But there was one difadvan- . 
tage, under which thole gentlemen laboured, of great 
weight indeed, ariling from the nature of their caufe, and 
for which no talents could compenfate, the iinpoflibility of 
maintaining their giound fairly, on any of thofe principles 
which every man within thofe walls had been accullomed, 
from his infancy, to venerate as facrcd. He, and his 
friends, Mr. llmith faid, had lain under fome difadvantages 
alfo: a ridiculous charge of fanaticifm had been allcdged 
againfl them, which he regarded as totally unworthy of 
any formal reply. It would be more than fufficient to 
quote, in anfwer, the words of Mr. Long, the hiftorian 
of Jamaica, where, addrefling himfelf to thofe planters 
who were defirous of attempting improvements in culti¬ 
vation, he advifes them ** not to be diverted by partial 
“ views, vulgar prejudices, or the ridicule which might 
** fpring from weak minds, from a benevolent attention to 
** the public good.** Neither by fuch, Mr. Smith added, 
nor by any other conliderations, would he, or thofe gentle¬ 
men with whom he had the honour to ad^, ever be diverted 
from the profecution of their purpofe. They were con¬ 
vinced of the redlitude and high importance of their objedt, 
and were determined never to defill from the purfuit, till 
the end (hould be completely attained. 

But they had to ilruggle with fome difliculties far more fe- 
rious. 1 he VVell-Indian intereil which oppofed them, was 
a coiledled body, and of great power, arifingnot merely from 
extenfive mercantile connedlions, hut alfo from the refpedl* 
.able charadleis of many of the individuals, and the high efti- 
mation in which they flood with the world. He was happy 
to be able, from intimate .'icquamtance, to hear his teflimony 
to the juflice of this opinion, in numerous inftances ; and 
one of the mofl fruitful and frequent fources of the hardlhips 
and injuries which the Haves endured, was, he doubted not, 
the abfence of fuch mailers, whofe inclination would coin¬ 
cide with their intereil, to attend to and proteS them. 

Artifice had alfo been employed, and unfair ftatements on 
various points, had been u(ed, to impofe on the Houfe, and 
on the i*uhlic. The abolition of the Have trade, and the 
einancip.'ition of the negroes now in the Colonics, had been 
fo often, fo long, and lo pertinacioully confounded, and by 
fome too who mull have been better informed, that he could 
not avoid believing that it had been purpofely done, with 
the intent of throwing odium upon thismtafure; and, with 
the fame view, its fupporters had alfo liren uniullly accufed 
of having given birth to the late infurredlion in Dominica. 
A revolt certainly had happened there; but that illand wat 
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Icnown to be particularly liable to fuch difordert; they bad 
frequently occurred before; nor* if this queftion had never 
been agi>ated, would it have been at all improbable, that, in 
'the courfe of three or four years, during which period the 
buiinefs had remained under confideration, fuch an event 
fhould have taken place m one or other of the lilands. But 
he was peculiaily happy in having tooppoleto any fuch 
groundlefs accuistion&, the authority of the honourable 
gentleman who (poke lafl, (Mr. Stanley) who, even in ai 
attempt to fix the charge, had related ciicumltances which 
amounted to an entile exculpation. He exprtffly laid, that 
all had remained quiet till the difiurbances took place in 
the French lilands, after which lome of their negroes, and 
fome other peifons, from iome other places, (but who, or 
from whence, it did not appeal chat the honouiable gentleman 
knew) had found their way into Dominica, and had excited 
an nifurre( 5 ^ion. And the honourable gentleman, as if anx¬ 
ious entirely to cleai the movers of this quefiion from any 
fliare of the imputed blame, had farther laid, that the ne¬ 
groes now in the lilands knew the Britifh Parliament did 
not intend to emancipate them, and were therefore dilTatis- 
fied with the art mpt to a< olilh the trade, by which they 
imagined they fliould he lubjec^^ed to increaied a'dfh ps It 
muff, therefore, on that ground, he ahfurd to ptitind, tl at 
the refiftancecf their malter< to theabulitiun which ib^y de¬ 
precated, could excite tlieir leleiument, or dilpoie them to 
levolr. 

Other fal aci s had a’fo been prrpigated, n order to en¬ 
hance the iin uitan~e of the Afpcan and M ' if 1 idi 1 trades 
to tins rountry. Of the Af 'nii • ade it t'ld ben fillJy 
teinarkcd, that tlie e^puits iinoiiiii.il anniiiliyro a nnh 'ii 
it rhiig; wheteis, fr m he n* t>rt on t e lahl-*, it appealed, 
t ’ at no priiod hid tb< v I'Vi.r iilm to yoo,ooa!, ai d, on 
average, had .uiu unie i to lutle more tlnn half a mil- 
lio* ; w lib includrd alfo the ait cles inttnded for the pur- 
chale o'" /'fucan pioduce, the itturn f r which wi^a'out 
140^000!. per a’lniun. The H uife had been iiifnmed, two 
years ago hy a Mr. King, thii onemeichint inl.ui'doti bad 
fent goods to Afiici, to the nnount of loooool in a year; 
in which, howevei, the value of the fhip was included; ait 
attempt at txiggeration f>gr>is, tint he wa& lure, had it 
been remarked at the tine, the evidence wouH have beeii' 
rejtiSfed with indignation ; and indetd the teiiimnny of any 
perfon, .attended with f ch a cirrumft nice, could not but 
be regarded throughout with a degree of fufpicion. 

The Eaft-lndia trade was alfo declared very much to do¬ 
pe id on the Weft Indian and the Vfncan trade. The ex¬ 
port of Eaft'Indian commodities to the Weft Indies was tri¬ 
fling; 
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/ling; and a principal pofnt in which that trade might be 
/aid to be connedled with the African^ vrai this: falt{ietreii 
the main ingredient tn the manafi^re of guopowder, was 
largely impo||[^ted from the Elaft Indies; and of 2,yoo>ooo 
pounds of gunpowder, which had beeh expoited m a year 
f'om this country, One half was lent to Africa alone; for 
the purpofes, donbtlefs, of maintaining peace and encouri^ing; 
civilization among its various tribes 1 hollowing the fame 
line of argument, 4 or 5000 peifons were repoi ted to depend, 
for their very exiflence, on the particular m inufai^uie of guns 
for Afi ica; and thi« branch of the trade was defcnlied as totally 
differnt from everv othei. In what the diiTerence coniifted, 
the informant omitted to mention; but thit defeat was iup- 
plied by one of the witnelles who had repeatedly feen negroes 
maimed by the burning of thefeguns, and who hnd been told 
by them, that they kilted more from the butt than from the 
muzzle. Another witnefs had Hated, That on the fea coaft, 
the natives are afraid to fire a trade gun. 

In the eft Indian commerce, 240,000 trri of ftiipping, 
Sind 21,000 feimeii, wete ft-ited to be employed ; but here 
eg 11 n deception intiuded itfelf. H his account was not, as 
gentlemen might imigine, that oi tlic (liips engaged in the 
intercourfe between (^leat lli itain and htr colonii s only ; but 
It included every vdTcl, ioiall and gieat, which went fioin 
theBiitifti Weft Indies to the Continent of America and to 
the foreign iftinds; and, uhat wir yet more unfiir, in order 
tofwell the fum, it inchd^d too all the k petted voyages of 
each throughout tlie year. 1 he actual qu iiitity of /hipping 
occupied in the Weft-Indian trade, both from Great Britain 
and Irehnd, little ex.>,wcded hilf that which hail been aflerted, 
tior (lid the numhei of iiiior^, fupported by tint Ciade alone, 
amount to ten thoufand ' 

In a fttntlar minner, hvd the iflinds themklves been over¬ 
rated. V* hile, from official document*!, their value had been 
computed, for the information of His Majefty and the Privy 
Council, at q6 millions, the phnters had thought propel al- 
snoft to double the fum, and eftimate them at 70. The 
truth, however, might poflihly he between theft extremes. 
^Ir. bnith added, th t he w s forry to have taken up fo 
Tnu''h of the tim of the Committee on this part of the fub- 
ledl; but he thoj«hr It neceflaiy to annndvort upon, and 
toexpofe, mifieprtlf ntations lo palpable and exceflive; while, 
'’t the fane time, he was verv willing to allow, that our 
Weft-Indian trade and dependencies weie of fo much real im¬ 
portance, as not to require the aid of fuch exaggeration. 

He would next proceed to rake notice of various opinions 
and aftertions, which had fallen fioin di/Feirnt gentlemen m 
the courfe of the debate. 7 he honor i”’ Ic 'Icmbcr for Li- 

yerpool 
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(Colonel Tarleton) had dilclaimed every attem^ to 
intereft tl^ fecliogs or paffions of the Hovlc} but had d^red 
to call them to reafon and to accounts. Many gentlemen 
remetnbeted when *<queftiofi of feeling*** was rather an ob- 
nosicms jphrafe f but it ever there was a oueftion of feeling* 
’ a queftion which ought to inteiefe the bell and nobleft feiu- 
ings of the human heart, it was this; but he did not wi0i to 
have the point decided on that ground alone. He alfo dellred 
to draw the attention of the Committee to reafon and ac> 
counts—-to the voice of reafon, inftead of the clamour of 
prejudice, and to accounts, in the place of Idle and ilMound- 
e 4 apprehenhons. The refult, he doubted not* would be a 
full pbrfuafion, that the meafure propofed was equally fane- 
tioned by policy, and required by jullice. He^ indeed* was 
convinced, that true policy and Arid juftice were infepa- 
rable, and that no country could fulFer* in any of its eflential 
intercAs, by the moA fcrupulous adherence to the principles 
of re^itude and the didlates of humanity. In the prefent 
cafe, however, he thought it totally unneceAary to recur to 
humanity* as to a principle which might grant whatjuAice 
(night deny; for he would concede every point to his adver* 
fanes, and utterly abandon his objeiA, if it were not demon- 
Arably clear, that juAice itfelf, in the moA rigid and con¬ 
fined ien<e of the term, loudly and abfolhteiy demanded the 
abolition of this horrible traffic. 

The honourable Member had enlarged on the iniquity of 
depriving the traders of Liverpool of a buAnefs* ** on which 
** were founded their honour and their fortunes.** On what 
part of It they founded their honour, it was impoffible, Mr. 
Smith declarra, for him to conjedlure; but of this he was 
confident, that no WeA Indian gentleman in that Commit¬ 
tee would rife to defend the honour of the African trade. 
Among many otjier ciicumAances, equally honourable^ It 
had appeared, in evidence, that the agents, employed in ac¬ 
tually carrying on this bufinefs, had fyAematically pradfifed 
every fraud and villany, which the meaneA and moA un¬ 
principled cunning could fuggeA, to impofe on ignorance ; 
and yet, with unparalleled affiurance, were the Afeicans ac- 
cufed of treachery and deceit, Aiame on them, with fuch 
biilliant examples ofintegri^ before their eyes ! 

If diere were any circomAances in the courfe of this pro¬ 
ceeding, Mr. Smith faid* which he had peculiarly regretted* 
it was a defeff to which the honourable gentleman had ad¬ 
verted, that Che evidence had not I een taken on oath. Num* 
berlefs fafls had been rdated by eye-witnefifes, called in fnp* 
port of the abolition* fe dreadfully atrocious, that the very 
magnitude of the crimes, their hoi rible enormity, rendered 
them almoA, if not entirely* Incredible to perfons acquainted 
VoL. XX|X. ^ Nm only 



lifjtl&'rtkcE* * Ibte of ibeiett'jtt adfti in l^it ^opntrt; 
jTecttdi mW, ^ to life dw,cOEpfeffi(ni of Oftaiiji tin 
^ i he bl%<u'4es of the dfay t of elwn* tittei." This ptocored 
for the.Uade to whk:h th^ owed thehr o^ biith* a fpecits 
df acquittal which it could not have obtained, had the Com* 
mift^e been authorire4 to have removed all objedlion to the 
yaiidity of their teftimony, by thefandion of an oath. He 
apprehended alfo, that it would have had the farther advan¬ 
tage of making foine perfons rather more guarded m the tefti- 
ftiony they had givpn. Captain Knox might not then, per¬ 
haps, have told tbe Committee^ that 600 flaves could have 
domtoitable room at night, in his veifel of about 140 toiw S 
when, by a calculation given in by another of their own 
witnetie^, and drained to the very utmoft towards the fame 
point. It appeared, that fuch a vefle! could afibrd no more 
than five feet fix inches in length, and fifteen inches in 
breadth, to 418 only, or about two>thirds of his number; 
nor, perhaps, would he have maintained that, in another 
^ip of 120 tons, he had carried tgo tons of water only, be- 
fides five hundred perfons, with fufficient provifions and 
fiores, 8ec. for them all. Mr. Smith faid,«the thing was 
inipoffible; tlie moft informed knew it was not true, and the 
mod ignorant could not fwallow it. On account of thefi^ 
and an infioi’e number of inconfiftencies, equally flagrant, 
which he could mention, he fincereiy wifhed that the wit- 
neflles had been required to give their evidence on oath. 

The next point on which he fhould obferve, was of great 
confequence, and had been much mfifled on—the importance 
of the ilave trade, as a nurfery for Teamen. In full confir¬ 
mation of every word which had been aflerted on this head, 
by the advocates of abolition, and to the confufion of thofe 
who had contradidled them, it hid appealed, by the mufter- 
rolls of the flave veflels, brought from I.iveroool, the pro- 
du£lion of which would have avoided, it poffible, that 
confiderahly more than one-fifth part of the men emj^oyed 
tn (hem adlually died in the fervice, amounting to feveral 
hundreds annually, exclufive of many who were difchaiced 
and perifhed in the tVeft Indies; andvet^ tbohonourwle 
Colonel had been inftruAed by hi^ eonftituentt to fay, that 
notwithftanding this vaft lofs, unheard of, almoft impoffihle^ 
in any branch of legitimate commerce, it was ftill a nurfery 
ferfeamen; for that about gooomen annualty failk^ from 
England, 1600, or one half, were tandfipen, and therefore, 
that though 600 or yoo fiiould die, a mreat number of feamen 
were c^innatly forming. Not to dweli on tfie mtpenfivo 
cruelty of forming thefe feamen, by the yearly deftrumion of 
fi> many hundreds, whom tbefe gisncleioen of Liverpool feen- 
fd enttfuly to lltregard, if they CMid prove fhan to be only 

EngfUhA 
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dided hr the cleared and moft undeniable evideoee. * Kot 
only did it appear by the niufler-rollt foom Briftol, |hat 
proportion of landfmen littfo exceed^ one*twelfi;h part, but 
the proper officers of the port of {4iveipool it&lf, whofo bu- 
fineit it was to be acquainted with the fubjed, had, in their 
anfwers to the Privy Council, espreffiy ilated the proportion 
from thence to be, net half, but one^iixteenfo part only I 
In the face, however, of the tnoft glaring fodls, fome per- 
Tons had been fufficiently bold, or uninformed, to lay that 
the nmrtality in thefe veHlels did not exceed that of other 
trades in the tropical c-imates. The fame documents, by 
which we learnt that, in this waging traffic, 23 per cent, 
of the men were dellroyed, informed us, that even in the 
Weft-lndian fliips, only about one and a half were Ipft, in¬ 
cluding every cafualty; and indeed he Ihould vary much 
alter his opinion ot the value of the latter commerce if it 
were poffihle for human ingenuity to prove it equally d^nic- 
^ve. But the very men, under whofe management this 
mortality had been conllantly occurring for a lucceffion of 
years, c( oily informed us, that moch'ibf it .ight be avoided 
by proper regulations. He would be gladto know, then,for 
how much they would have to anfwer, who, knowing this, 
bad neither publicly propofed, nor in their pradlice adopted, 
fuch regulations. Exciufive of another, and a more ferioua 
account, which they would have to render, let them recoi¬ 
led that it was upon them that their country had a right to 
chaise the dellrudion of multitudes of their fellow citizens. 

They were not, they could not, be ignorant of what wat 
perpetually under their obfervation; but their whole fouls 
were occupied with another objed; their attention was alone 
dircded to the ultimate profit of the voyage; and, any fiu-- 
ther than as it diminiihed their expences, the walte of a ps- 
li(hin|^ crew was a trifle beneath tlwir concern 1 

Objedtons had been railed to a calculation brought for¬ 
ward by his honourable friend (Mr. Wilherforce) on a forr 
mer occafion, in which the average lofs pf tlie fiavet on board 
was Bated at la and a half per cent. It was not of great 
cotifequence whether that proportion was truly exad: he 
was himfelf perfuaded that, taking in all circnmllances, the 
honmirable gentleman had not exceeded the truth; but that, 
for a frriei of years, not lefs than one tenth had fo perUhed, 
he would challenge thofe concerned in the tra^ to difprove. 

Much evidence had been produced on the folded, but both 
thp poi^iaRd t)if TP^^es had been genemuy foleded 
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tSlofe who pofiei^ ttlmoft all the iuformatioti, nor had any 
pneof theaa^hongbt it pmdentto difclofe the black catalogue 
fif death throughout the whole feriei of his concerns, except 
Mr. Anderfon, of London, a gentleman, he believed, of 
very fair reputation, and whofe engagements in this line htfd 
oeen very inconfiderable. His lofs, indeed, on the trifling 
number he had exported, had been only ^ per cent.; but, 
^fortunately for the credit of the flave traders of Liverpool 
pnd Briflol, it appeared, omtbe face of the account he had 
delivered, that his vefl^ls had not taken above three fourths 
pf that number in proportion to the tonnage, which they had 
uniformly and repeatedly Hated to be abfolutely neceflaiy to 
the very exiflence of tlieir trade; and it appeared alfo, thit 
a commerce in the produce of the country was A^r. Ander- 
fon*s favourite objedi. 

Another honourable gentleman (Mr. Grofyenor) had, on 
the preceding day, attributed the protradlion of this bufineis 
to thofe who had introduced it; but very forgetfully and cr- 
Toneoufly : for, notwithflanding the eaj%*rnels which its ene¬ 
mies had ftequently exprefTed to bring on the decilion, the 
original motion for farther evidence, beyond that contained 
in the Privy Council’s Report, which firft occa'ioned delay, 
•was their’s. And, in the ex mination of w itnelTes, the laft 
parliament, they haa occupied by far the largefl: portion of 
the time employed; while, in the prefent fefllon, when he 
and his friends had not been much ipreirupted, they had not 
exceeded the limits which the Houfe had aflSgned them, 1 he 
honourable gentleman had farther remarked that Great Bri¬ 
tain had the fame right, by natural law, to parry on this 
trade, that any other nation pofleflcd; that it was impofliblc 
to abo|ilh ij;} and that the Committee had better be eafy and 
quiet, for that they were happy. His firft pofition Mr. 
cmith did not mean to deny. We undoubtedly pofTeiled a 
right to the trade equal to that of any other nation; but 
what that right could be, he was unable to imagine; nor 
had he been to fortunate as to difcover the law on which it 
was founded in any code or fyftem of natural, or any other 
law, with which be had ever met. As to irapoffibility, none 
certainly exifted, of forbidding the farther importation of 
ilaves into our own colonies, and beyond this, the motion 
did not extend. 

To the honourable gentleman’s laft obfervation, he would 
reply, that it was not on account of any fuppofed utihappt- 
ti^s of Parliament that it was palled on to decide the queftion. 
In their individual fituations, gentlemen undoubtedly were 
happy; but did it, therefore,* the lefs behove them to con- 
fider the happinefs of others } And was the ftate of Africa 
pappy ? Wm the fitaation of the flaves a happy one ? The 
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trade was replete with fraud, cttwity, and ntpine.' The 
fa£ts were acknowledged^ and on recora; *even Mi^ Lodk* 
before quoted* confe&d, That, in Africa* it wa« eertainly 
“ the cuftom to go to war, for the purpofe of making ilaves. 
T'o deny thefe charges, had been truly owned by Nlr. Ed» 
watds, even in the AHembly of Jamaica, to be no better than 
“ mockery and infwlt.” '1 hat jt was indeed mockery and 
infult, Mr. Smith faid, he would never ceaie to repeat in 
the ears of every one who ihoold attempt to contradic what 
had been fo inconteAibly pioved: ami, for himfelf, he was 
ready to declare, that, as an Lnglilhman, he/houlJ never be 
happy, while he confidered his country as contributin., by 
perfevermg m this traffic, to peipetuaie m>r<‘ry, and to en¬ 
courage thecommiffion of every Ipecies of crime. 

From the conceffion of Ins honou able friend, of the al¬ 
ready melioraifd flare of the flaves in our colome*;, and his 
aflertion that an incieafe was a^uaJly begun, it had been 
argued, that immediate abolition wruld be a violent, and, 
thciefore, an in piudent meafuie; and that it might afiedl 
public credit. But furely nothing cculd be plainer than that 
an increate commenced, was the heft poffihle anfwer to the 
charge of vioLnce, a*- it piecluded all danger of in'.urv to the 
iflaiids, unlefs fiom their own fubtequi-nr mifcondudl; and 
though he would chearfully and confidently commit the 
tjueAion of public ciedit into the hands of a right hoi>outable 
gent Jem n, yet he could not avoid obferving, that this argu¬ 
ment was, like many others, mdeeii, which gent’emen had 
uieel, a mere petttiopt tticipiz —^an aAumption of the great point 
of the controvtify. 

Ill what remained for him to obferve, he Avovild proceed 
with the lefs fatisfaclion, as a wide d fflrence of opniion 
might lead him to treat veiy hghil> the argument** of hit 
honourable friend, who had opened the debate of that day (Sir 
A^'^illiam Young) by whom, however, he kiv*wrhe ffiould be 
acquitted of any pei (onal difiefi>edt. '1 he honourable baronet, 
with fomeother gentlemen, acknowledge g the ob»e<Sl aimed 
at, to be in itfelf highly praif'*wor*l y and d'-i'riMe, had ar¬ 
gued againA the propofed meafur**, on the ground of its 
pncfficacy to the attainment of the end; btc.Tie, that, 
though we might inAantly abandon the trade, it was ira- 
poffible for us totally to fupprefs it, Alhwing then fh’s 
impoffihility of a total and immediate fuppreffion, were tVia 
no important advantages to be gained by our dei^h.'-*Mri of 
the commerce 5 wherlier we conliJered our own honour, or 
the pi obabie efficacy of example, w'ould it be nothing pablicly 
to recognize and eftabl I fit a great and iuA pri.iciple of con- 
(lu£^, in an afFafr of luch vail moment' in the extermination 
•f every evil, and efpecially of thole whi-h were fortified by 
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Av CuiAivnM >tint iiii 4 |iiitliorit]^» H was neceflv^ that 
feme oiie flMmU laid the way* M theBritiib Parliament 
Jj/tuen, febaeame the ienate of a vlrtuoiis and enlightened peo- 
fde* bear Its decided teftimony agaihft this flagrant iniquity: 
.let it maintain its feremoft rank ammig the nations, by Ctt* 
tinge noble example^ and he would not affront the Hoiws by 
. the fuppofition, that its conAnSt would have no influence on 
the otlW Countries of Europe. But ihould all feelings of 
honour, or of generous emulation, in fuch a caufe, feil to 
operate, he doubted not that France, and Spain, and Hol¬ 
land, and Denmark, would foon learn, from our experience, 
that, by proper management, fuch as it was no lefs the duty 
than theintereft of every country to enforce, American Co¬ 
lonies could be cultivate without tlfe neceffity of continiial 
fopplie% equally expenfive and ditgracefbU Nay, he was 
perfeftly convinced, from a long and careful inveftigatioo, 

, that, in moft of the iflands, it was merely the exifteooe' of 
this fupply which prevented the a 61 ual increafe from beii^ 
even now, perceived. 

The reafoningof the honourable Baronet, on the contrary, 
he was forry to think, tended to the perpetuation of toe 
abufe; as nniverfal concui*ience in any political meafnre, 
however wife, was not to be expected. Every man knew 
that the cuilom of felling their prifoners of war into flavety, 
exifl^ed amemg even the moft civilized ftates of antiquity; 
and no one was (b chimerical as to imagine, that it would 
ever have ceafed, had it been neceflary to have waited for its 
abolition till all nations, in general aflembly, had renounced 
jt by mutual confent. But we might do more than merely 
lay down principles, or propofe examples: we might, infafl, 
diminiih the evil itfelf immediately, by no inconftderable 
part—the whole of our own fupply; for he could not at all 
qgree with tl>e honourable Baronet in what feemed to him a 
commercial paradox, that taking out of an open trad^ by 
far the latgeft cuftomer, and leflening the confuroption of 
the article, would increafe both the competition and the de¬ 
mand, and, of CQUrfe, all thofe mifchieis which he allowed 
to be the uniform confequeiices. Nor could he admit, in ex¬ 
culpation of this trade, that it ought not to be made anfwer- 
able for thofe a^s of barbarity with Vrhich the wars of la¬ 
vages always were, and ever had been, ftained; or tlsat, by 
its kind interference, many were only doomed to perpetual 
.ffavery, who would otberwife be devoted to defiruiftion. He 
feould have coniidered thefe cruelties as affording another, 
9nd xipoft powerful motive, for putting a period to a certain 
jiMa4 ackumwledged caufe of thefe wars, rather than as a realbn 
.for fiij^ring the caufe to exift, for the fake of an uncertain 
iind fB/pu^able alleviation of the evils which it occaiioned. 

Tlmt 
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ThcttlieclYilkatlonof the Africant promoted by tfidf 
. ihtercoitrfe with the Europeans, as at prefent conduced, 
was an idea utterly void of all foundation; *aB appeared qioit 
undeniably from Uie tenour of the evidence. In drefs, m 
^manners, and in diflioneily, they had, indeed alEmilated 
mneh with thofe who frequented their coalls; but thegreateft 
decree ofindnftiy, andtlie leail corruption of morals, gene* 
ra^ prevailed where they were lead acquainted with the be* 
nents of this civilizing connedlion. 

To relieve the continent of Africa from the miferies occa* 
fioned by famine, was another of the benign teafons lor con¬ 
tinuing to excite wars and to carry off its inhabitants. 1 hat 
famines had fometimes occuried, he did not doubt; that 
they were either very frequent or very deftrul^ive, the proof 
was extremely (lender indeed; but that they (hould annually 
vifit thofe devoted countries, and with fuch arithmetic ex- 
adlnefs as to render neceflary a remedy fo violent in its ex¬ 
ecution, but fo uniform in its quantity, was a circumfiance 
moft extraordinary*—fo wonderml indeed, that, could it once 
be proved, he (hould confider it as a far better aigument m 
favour of the divine approbation of the (lave trade, than any 
which had ever yet b^n produced. 

As to the eded of the abolition in the Weft Indies, he 
was convinced, notwithftanding the arguments which had 
been urged, that fo far from being ruinou»%^ it would give 
weight to every humane regulation which had been, or 
(hould be, mlde; by fubftituting a certain and obvious 
tereft, in the place of one dependinc; on chances and calculi- 
tion. An honourable gentleman had declared that, were, the 
planters but convinced of the polfibility of cultivating their 
eftates, without fai thcr importations of negroes, they would 
be happy to be freed from the expence of purchafing thofe 
fupplies. Ihisconvidlion, he believed, might be attained, 
if their reafon alone requited it; for, of all the legion of au¬ 
thorities which the honourable gentleman had brought to 
prove the impolftbility for which he contended, thete was 
(carcely one, which might not be prefted to ferve more 
eftedkually againft him. ^Imoft everv planter nlioni he had 
named, found his negroes increafe under the good tieatment 
he profefled to have given them. And, m the iflands of 
(artedoes and Dominica, if, on the one hand, the proper 
ufage of flaves had been proved by the lefpedltve Governors, 
it was alfo at lead equally incontiovertible, from the evi¬ 
dence, that importations were not requifite to keep up their 
numh^s. To the fame point, and with equal ill fuccefs. 
Lord Macartney, who had relided three years in the Weft 
IndieSf and whofe chaiaAer he highly refpe£led, had been 
moted; and what had his Lordftup laid on the fuhjeft ? when 

J tfie 
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the queftioii was firft put to hints in the Ccminatttee) whether 
it would be prudent to aboliih the iCiave trade, his Lordihip 
had anfwered, that he was an incompetent judge. Hit 
LordHiip was aiked the fame qaeftion a fecond tim^ and 
gave the fameanfwer. Yet his Lordihip, it Was evident 
knew jud as much of the bulinefs as feveral other Governors ' 
a id military perfons who had been called, who, neverthelefs, 
in luppjrc ol pieconceived opinions, had fpoken very decid¬ 
edly Iriiit incompetent information. Nor had fome 
other gentlemen been more cautious. Of the great ifland of 
Jamaica, which contained more than one half of the Haves in 
the Iiidtea, It had been fenoufly aflerted, by feveral 
witnell^s, that all poHible means had been there ufed to keep 
up the dock oy breeding, although it was allowed, that the 
morals of the Uaves had been totally negledled, and that the 
fn ;ar planters preferred buying a larger proportion of males 
than females; both which circumftances were acknowledged 
to be in a high degree unfavourable to population. 

The great misfortune was, that prejudice* Hot reafon, 
was the enemy tuhefubdued, and he was forry to fay, that 
the piejudices of the Weil Indians, on thefe points, werenu- 
iierous and inveterate. An hidorian of their own body, 
f e lining of the various difBculties raifed againft any propofra 
i ipiovements, h^d defcribed them in terms, which he could 
1 uc ly have ufed, without incurring their refentment; as 
‘ ahlurl,” antiquated,” and even “ deteftable;” and yet, 
t. ti wiih n>fi>e(St to the negroes, this gentleman himlelf was 
4 ’ M t le influenreof the blinded prejudice, his own words 
? 1 (1-1 irrefragable proof. He charaflerifed them nnerally, 
a .ep'ete with the extreme degree of every evil quuity, un- 
a L.ed with the fmalled mixture of any good whatfoever; 
a )d juditied the prafiice of confining th m in chains on board 
the Afiican (hips, on account of their bloody, cruel, and 
** m iliciou* dipoGtions.” And though, after having given 
an account of fome of the Aborigines of Jamaica, who had 

mlfefably penflied in caves, whither they had retired to 
**■ elcape the tyranny of the Spaniards,” he added, in lan¬ 
guage, worthy of an enlighten^ and philofophic hidorian, 
** leadings glorious monument of (tieir having diGlained to 
<< furvive the lofs of their liberty and their counti yhe 
was yet iiicap.tble of perceiving, that this natural love of li¬ 
berty might operate as ftrongly and as laudably in the African 
negro, as in the Indian of Jamaica. 

He was yet more concerned to acknowledge, Mr. Smith 
faid, that thefe prejudices were yet farther drengthenad by 
refentment againd thofe perfons who had brought forward 
to the public eye, circumdances, by which theifate of legt- 
ilatlnu and of fociety in the Wed Indies was undoubtedly 

deeply 
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deeply difgraeed; and who had, to ufe their exprelfions, ioi'^ 
pettinently interfered in the management of their concerns. 
He was not at all furprifed that men of reputation, of honour 
and of huraanitT* fliould feel quick refentments at finding 
themfelves involved, to a certain degree, in the diigrace of 
crimes, of which they knew themfelves incapable; and the 
commifiion of which, many, for want either of infor¬ 
mation or attention, were dti'pofed to dilbelieve or even to 
deny. 

In exculpation of his friends and himfelf, Mr. Smith laid, 
he mull tell fnch gentlemen, that the relations which had been 
given were no lefs difgraceTul than true; and that, on this 
head, tliey had proceeded, not wantonly, but tenderly, in 
the Intfiners that the fadls which, out of maiw others, had 
appeared, they had thought it abfolutely necefiary to produce, 
not with the view of fixing an unmerited iligma, either on 
tlie whole body of Weft Indians, or much lefs on innocent 
and valuable individuals; but to prove the degraded and ne- 
glciSled ft ate in which the Haves had been fuftered to exift; 
which had incontrovertibly appeared, not from any evidence 
that extreme iM treatment was the general fyftem, but from 
thefnquency, the notoriety, and, beyond all, the impunity, 
of various fpecies both of legal and of illegal abufe. 

*1 Iwt they were expofed to much mifery in confequence of 
their fituation, was not only true in fadl; it might have been 
previoufly afterted, without fear of contradidtion, from a 
knowledge of their circumftances and of the pernicious eftedls 
of arbitrary power in the hearts, even of the heft of men. 
Far worfe conlcquences might reafoiiably beexpefled, as an 
honourable gentleman had well obferved, from a union of 
the three characters of party,, judge, and executioner, too 
often in men unprincipled, uneducated, and prompted by 
inrereft alfo, to aCls of feveriry. The flave too, was more 
unfortunately fituated even than the brute, as being capable, 
from the fuperiority of his nature, of exciting, in a higher 
degree, the pafiions of his tyrant, he was liable to experience 
more violent efteCts of his refentment. And fuch eifeCtt 
were fometimes produced, and openly othibited as would, in 
tliis country, excite a tumult of deteftation and abhorrence. 
Cft^neral Tottenham had given in evidence, that, in 1780, in 
the public ftreets of Bridge Town, the capital of Barbadoes, 
he met one of the moil deplorable objeCls which the human 
eye, pet haps, ever beheld. “ A youth about nineteefa,” to 
ufe his own words, “ entirely naked, with an iron collar 
about his neck, having five long projecting fpikes; his 
« body, both Iiefore and behind, was covered with wounds ; 
** his belly and thighs were almoft cut to pieces, with ruh- 
ning ulcers all over them, and a finger might have been 
VoL. XXIX. Oo «Uid 
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laid into fotne of the wheali. (fe could fit down be* 

caufe his hinder part was mortified, and it ^was imppilible 
« for him to lie down on account of prongs of his collar.’* 
He came to the General and fopplicated tor relief, which, of 
courie, was granted. The General alked him who had in* 
fiidted on him fo dreadful a puniihment ^ it was plainly not , 
the judu lal authority who had afflidled it. Could any Court 
have given fuch a lentence, they would have been hunted 
like wild beads from the fare of the earth. 1 he youth told 
the Genera*, it was his mafler who had inflidited the wounds; 
and btcaufe he could not work, his raalW, in the (ime ipnit 
of pervtriion which extorts from (cripture a judificatton of 
tlicflaic tude, had fulfilled the Chridim and Apodolic 
maxim, by giving him nothing to eat. Mr. Smith ijid, to 
ufe the language of Mr. Rofs, if he wiflied to “ harrow up 
their fee'ings,” he could mention many aiAs. But the one 
he had jud related, was mentioned by a Gcneial officer in 
his Majedy’s feivice. 1 he only uie he meant to make of it 
was, to fliow the unprotedled date of the flaves, and to 
prove that there mud befomething fundamentally wrong in 
tlie laws and date of a fociety, where fuch a circuradirce 
caul 1 pubhcly exid at all, much leis uiipuniflied, and almoft 
ui.iegardid. If, in thedieetsof London, but a dog were to 
be fceii lacerated like this poor, milii.ible man, how would 
the cruelty of the wre ch beexecnted who Hiould have fo 
abufed even a brute 

Mr. Smith next remarked he was very forry to have occu- 
p ed fo much of the tune of the Committee, but, in older to 
give geiiilt men, in one view, the dronged proof he was able, 
of the low edimation in which negroes were confidered, fiom 
the dicMgth of old cudomS| and deeply rooted prejudices, 
and of their dehafed and unpioteiSed date, he would take 
the liberty, liefore he fat down, to rthte two ciicumdances, 
in contrad, with a few oWtrvation^. Mr. Edwards, in his 
fpeech before the Jamaica Aflemhly, having occafion to 
mention a “ rebellion,” as it is c illed, of the negroes, very 
pathetic Jly told the following dory: 

1 he rebels liyroimded the dwelling houfe, and feued 
** their unhappy midrefs. She was young, beautiful, meek, 
** moded and unoiFending, .nnd was in bed with a lovely 
** infant, when the blooily iav.'tges ilenanded her perfon. 
** Refiftance and prayers were equ.illy fruitlefs. The female 
*< fiaves who attended her, dared not to exprefs their pity, 
** If pity they felt; but, having tin own a loofe robe over 
** her, delivered the miferable vi^ m inm their hands, and 
** Ihe heard the ravages calmly deliheiate on the means of 
** putting her to death in torment. It happened, however, 
** that her perfon and appearance excited the appetite of the 

•* ring- 
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“ ringleader, who declared he would preferve her to he his 
“ roilliefs. ’’ The others reludantly confented, and the next 
objeA of their crwelty was the child, which they devoted 
to inftant deilru^ion. Nature now refumed her feat in 
the bofoin of the unfoitunate mother. She fcreamed aloud, 
** and clafping the knees of him who had fpared her life, im> 
“ plored him to lave her infant. She implored in vain. 
“ Holding up the poor babe by the feet In the mother^ fight, 
“ they cleft it in twain with a hatchet.” Mr Edwards pro¬ 
ceeded to (ay, that his audience would probably think, 
“ after hearing the account which he bad then read, that no 
“ punifhment could be too feveie, no torments too great, 
“ for fuch horrible excefTes. Neverthelefs, he was of a diiFe- 
rent opinion; hb thought that fimple dc.uh, unaccom- 
panied with any circumAances of cruelty, Aiould be the 
** utmoA exeition of human authority over our unhappy fel- 
“ low creatures.” 

Torments, however, in thefecafes, .always were iiiAidled, 
of the moA horrible nature: the puniAimont was gibbeting 
alive, expofing them to periAi by the gradual effects of hun¬ 
ger, thirA, and a p .rching lun; in which Atuation they had 
been knowft to lulTer the inoA excruciating agonies for nine 
d.iys vrith a foititudc (caicely ciedible, never uttering a Angle 
groan. And vtf, without any attempt to leAen th-i mingled 
fentiment of ho.ioi .aul comp iflion, which t very one muA 
feel, or to juAify the barbauty of their condu£l:, it ought 
to be remembered that thefe excefTes were committed by ig¬ 
norant favages, who had been dragged from all they held 
moA dear, whofe patience liad been exhaiiAed by a cruel and 
loathfome confinement during their tianlportation, and their 
refentment wound up to the highcA pitch ot fury, by the 
driver’s l.iAi, theutmoA feverity of which, ihoir rcluflance to 
labour, without pay, had doubtlefi^ excited. 

The other Aory, Mr t*^mith faid, which he Aiould place 
in contraA with the aCedfmg narrative he had juA related, 
W.1S the plain unornamented tale of a common Teaman, who 
was an eye-witnefs to the fa6f, on boird a Aave Aiip; and he 
then read as follows, in the words of the evidence: ** A 
** child of about ten months old took fulk, and w'oulcl not 
“ eat. T'he Captain took up the child, and flogged him 
“ with a cat, *D—n you,’ f.iid he, * I’ll make you eat or 
“ J’ll kill you.’ From this, and other ill treatment, the 
“ child’s legs fw'clle 1 , and the Captain ordered fome water 
** to be made hot, for abating the fwelling.” But even his 
tender mercies were cruel; for ** the cook potting his hand 
•* into the water, faid it was too hot. ‘ Damn him,’ faid 
“ the Captain, ‘ put his feet in.’ T he child was put into 
** the water, and the nails and (kin came all off his feet. 

Oo a “Oiled 
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<< Oiled cloths were then put round them. The child was 
then tied to a heavy logy and two or three days afterwards, 
the Captain caught it up again and faid, ‘ I will make you 
eat, or 1 will be the death of you.* He immediately ilog- 
ged the child again; and, in a quarter of an hour, it 
** died.” One would imagine, that the inoft favage cruelty 
would here have been fatiated; bur, extraordinary as it might 
appear, of this deteftable tranfa£iion the rood detedable part 
yet remained. After the infant was dead, he would not 
fufier any of the people on deck to throw the body overboaid, 
but called the mother, the wretched mother, to peiforin 
this lad fad office to her murdered child. Unwilling, as it 
might naturally be fuppoted die was, to comply, “ he beat 
her,” rrgardlefs of the indignant murmurs of her fettered 
countrymen, whom in barbarous plenitude of fecure tyranny 
he permitted to be fpeiStators of this horrible feene, he 
heather, till he made her take up the child and carry it to 
the fide of the veflel, and then die dropped it into the fea, 
turning her head the other way, that die might not fee it !’* 
Mr* Smith aiked the Committee if evei they had heard of 
fuch a deed, on which fome of the incoiifiderate ftw laughed, 
and on hearing it, he declared, with great indignation, that 
he ihould not have thought it poffible for any one man in that 
Committee to have betrayed fuch a total want of feeling, 
and that he was almod adiamed of being a member of the 
Afllembly, in which fo difgraceful a circumdance had happen* 
ed. But it would naturally be aiked, “ Was not this Cap¬ 
tain alfo gibbeted ?” Alas! although the execiable baibarity 
of the European exceeded that of the Africans, alinoA. as 
much as his opportunities of inilruiStion had been greater 
than theirs, no notice whatfoever was taken of this horrible 
adtion; and ten thoufand ilmilar cruelties had been committed 
in this abominable trade, with equal impunity. Here, in¬ 
deed, was the point to be mod cenfured and lamented; for 
if the perpetrators had been brought to judice, he diould not 
have thought the fadls themfelves more deserving of being 
” forced on the unwilling attention of the Houfe, than the 
cruelty of a Brownrigg, who had been execrated and punilh- 
ed; or than that of the man who murdered his wife the lad 
week, who, he hoped, yrould alfo fuder the punidiment due 
to his crime. What he particplarly complained of, Mr, 
Smith faid, was, that thofe, and they were not a few, who, 
in the prolecution of the Afiican tr^e, had been guilty of 
inch enormities, had efcape4 with abfolute impunity; and 
that, if in the Wed Indies, a bright exception had occafion- 
ally happened in favour of judice, the indances were too 
rare, and the punidiraents too inadequate to the offence, to 
|>roduce any beneficial edeiSl. On thefe grounds, therefore, 

mons 
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among otherst he ihould give his decided and cordial vote for 
immediate abolition, as that which, in hii opinion, alone 
afforded the profped of an adequate remedy for tlie dreadful 
dilbrders which prevailed in Africa; to the cruelty and de* 
llru^tion of the Middle Pailage; and would ten*, though 
p.adually, yet more efficaciouflv than any other plan which 
could he deviled, to melioiate the lituation of the negroes 
now in the illands; who at prefent enjoyed fcaicely any other 
protection from the moll capiicious 01 ftvere tyiant, hut 
that of law<, for them, aimolt wiihout fandlion, and of 
Courts, which totally rejefted their evidence. 

Mr. Cau'thorne faid, that the llory of the child, from its Mr. Ciw- 
enormity, was impoliihle, as many other parts of the evidence thoine. 
might he refuted on the lame giound. Of this there were 
many inltauces; one m.!n faid that the Captains of French 
ilavelliips, vvIkii they had not a fulHcicnt quantity of water 
for the nuinlKft un hoard, prefetied giving them aifenick to 
throwing theiii into the lea. Another heluved that tlie re¬ 
ligion of Angola was the Roman Catholic. Did evidence fo 
ahfurd deleive the leaJl attention i* In deciding on a queftion, 
which involvLt! tlie abolition of the Have tiade, they would 
do Well to ucullcd); what was uqiiiud by jullice to the illaiids, 
by humanity to ihtmlclvfc'!, and by general ptdicv. He in- 
tim.nted, tl;at if the honour.il)le gttitlcman weieto lofe the 
quellion, as he truHtd he fliould, he would make a motion 
of adifleient tendenev. 

Mr. Co'ooblerved that he had hf*ard, la-'*’ night, the Mr, 
eloquent, pathetic, and foicible fpeech, of the honouiable Courtenay 
Mover of the queftion, with much fympathy and conviction; 
nor had his lentiincnts been at alllhaken by any thing which 
he had heaidon the other lide. 

As to what had fallen from the honourable Baronet (Sir 
William Young) It was a millake to luppofe that the Have 
trade, if abandoned by us, would fink into the hands of 
France. It ought to be recolledfed, with what approbation 
the motion for aholifhiug the trade, made by the late Mr. 
Miralieau, had been received, although the fituation of tlie 
French Colonies might not have made it prudent to carry 
the meafuie into immediate execution. It was not to be 
doubted, that, if the Parliament of this country fhould begin, 
fo wile and enlightened a body as the National AiTenibly 
would quickly follow their example. The caufe of juAice 
and humanity, in both thefe nations, now cemented by free¬ 
dom, could not long mifearry. But even though the trade 
(hould not be relinquifhed by others, if juAice required its 
abclition, how could we hefitate as to our own part ? 

Some gentlemen had laid, that the trade was conduced 
pn principles of humanity. Truly it was a new fpecies of 

humanity! 
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humanity! Werefcued them, from wliat we were pleafed to 
term their wretched htuation at homr, and then we took 
credit for our humanity, becaufe, after killing one half of 
them m the-feafoning, we fubilitute, as we contend, a better 
treatment in the Colonies thau that to which they weie liable 
at home! 

It had bctn dated, that the principle of war, among rava¬ 
ges, was a general madacre. 1 his was nut the fa^, as 
wouldappear from the accounts of travel! rs. On the con* 
trary, they even frequently adopted the captives into their 
own families; and, 10 far from ro.ilTaciing the women and 
children, gave them the ptoteflioii which the weaknefs of 
fex or age demanded. Theie could be no doubt that the 
practice of kidnapping pnvailed; and, as to the convidlions 
foi aduhery and wi»chciaft, which were pair of the allcdged 
caufe of flivery, every m 111 being allowed fix wives, there 
t;ouid be no great inducement to the crime of <<dultery As 
to witchcraft, heobfinrl, that this hid been made a crime, 
in the reign of Jan ts the hull, in th s couiitiy, for the pur- 
pofe of infoimatK i s; and how much nioie lively was this to 
be the cafe in Africa, under the encouiagenient, to Inch con¬ 
victions, afforded by the Have tra le' If the Have tride was 
fan 61 ioned, as had been fa d, by twenty fixaCisof Kirliament, 
he did not doubt but that fifty fix aiSls might be b and, 
by which Parliiment had given its fandlioii to witchcraft. 

It had b&f n faid, that the pulpit had been uied as an inftru- 
ment of attack on the flave trade. lie was happy to learn 
that it had been fo well employed; but he rather doubted of 
tli's faCl, as he bt liev'^d th it fom« of the clergy had obtained 
pith I ment, for inculcating the didiine, that the negroes 
weie I ledeftinatul to flaverv. \etht could not doubt, 
when the bill went to the I oids, that the Hifiliops would rife 
up, with that brave and viituous indignation winch became 
them, to aholifh a traffic fo contiai y to all the principles of hu¬ 
manity^ jufticc and reiigfbn. 

Ml. Courtenay concludeii his fpeech, by entreating every 
- gentleman to rrcolli £f, tint, on his vote, that night, de¬ 
pended the Inppmcls of millions, and that it was now in his 
powci topiomoiea mealuie, of which the licnefits would lie 
hit, over one wti.'iC qiMrtti of tin glolu ; that the feeds of 
civili'/alion , by the propolrd bill, be fown all over 
Afiica; and the fiifi: principles of humanity be eflablifhed 
in regions where they had hitherto not been fuffered to pre¬ 
vail. 

fiord Carysfort declared that if he had entertained any 

Criytfbit. doubts on the prefent queftion, they wou’d have been removed 
entirely by the veiv able arguments I’fed at the introdu6fi6n 
•f It; tboagh, if poffiblc, h w i‘ convinced Hill more by 

the 
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the manner in which it had been oppofed; no one a^ment, 
of foltd weight, having, in hisi opinion, been adduced agamll 
. it* He fpoke of the inadequacy of the colonial laws for the 
protedlionof the Haves, and thefeverity of their punifliment* 
They were ordered to leceive thirty nine laihes, from a cart 
whip, for the ordinary offences: but how dreadfully fevere 
and difproportionate was this punifhment ^ 1 hey were de¬ 
prived of the right of felf defence agamll any whi e man; and 
the fyftem, m the Weft Indies, was totally repugnant to the 
piinciples of ourconftitution. 

T he meaiurehad policy on its fide; for the true intereft of 
every nation conlifted in adhering to juft ice: and, though 
other countries Ihould retain the trade, yet, founded, as it 
was, in falie policy and complete injuftice, there could be 
nocaufe to regret our relinquilhing it toother hands. 

Colonel Phipps role, and chftrv^, that it had been aflierted 
that this was a queftion in which the rights of humanity, ami 
the laws of nature were cone'rued. He could ot igree to 
confider it in that light ; nor lid he think that th (e perlons 
who had foimed tin ir p ?iions on the fame gr u id w ith 
himietf, weie at all defersing of the harfh expretrtcn<i uied 
the preceding evening. Sure he was, chat he was not leis 
fenhhie to feelings for the reft of mankind, than any other 
honoutahle gentkman. 

Colonel Phipps then defcribed the nature of the Govern- 
mei ts of Africa, from whence the negroes, who were the ob- 
jeifts of the Have trade, wrre originally procuied. 1 he Afri¬ 
can Governments, he faid, weie not like thofe of Europe: 
they were neither limited monarchies, anftocracies, nor de¬ 
mocracies They werj founded in abfolute defpotifm, and 
every fubjr6l was an afluil Have. Ihe great men ot the 
country were Haves to the Governor, their deiiendants were 
Haves to thole greit intn, and fo on, downwards. All their 
cuftoms, in like maniiir, were d IT rent from ihofe of other 
countries. 1 he pnfoiicrs of war loo weie luhjeft to flavery, 
and fuch being the cale, he law no more cruelty iii diipodng 
of them to our tnei chants, than to thole of any oMier nation. 
I'he life of any luhjeif of another Prince was forfeitable, if 
he were taken captive in wai. Ciiminals^allo, in cales of 
adultery and witchcraft, were fubjeft to flivery in Afnca. 

He ohlerved, that it had been faid, in debate, that there 
were no laws in the VV eft Indies for the prote£l.on of the 
Haves. He begged leave to deny the fadl. There were le« 
veral laws in being in the Colonies, though he was ready to 
admit that farther regiil mons weie neceHary, and he was 
ready to go, in this refpe^l, as far as evei humanity might 
requite. He had pafted ten months in Jamaica, where, he 

declared, 
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declared, he never had feen any focb ads of cruelty as were 
now talked of* Such ieverities as he had feen, had not been 
exer ifed by pbnters, or mafiers* or overfeefs, or any other 
whites; but all the cruelties which he had obferved, were 
commitred by the blacks. The dreadful ftories, read and 
recited to the Committee, no more ought to fix a general 
fiigtna on the planters, than the ftory of Mrs. Brownrigg,'** 
which had been mentioned in the courfe of the debate, ought 
to (lamp this poUflied metropolis with the general brand of 
murder. There was once a }iaberda(her*s wife (Mrs. Nairne) 
who locked up her apprentice girl, and ftarved her to death ; 
but did ever any body think of abohlhing haberdafhery on 
this account ’ and he really tho ght this a parallel cafe. Ife 
was perfuaded that the negroe« m the Weft Indies were, in 
general, cheai ful and happy. '1 hey were fond of ornaments; 
and he appealed to the obfervation of every gentleman, whf- 
t'ler it was the charaifteriftic of miferable perfons to (hew a 
fondnefs for finery ? On the contrary, he afked, if it did 
not imply a chearful, contented mind, when people were de- 
firous of decorating the body. 

If, as he trufted would be the cafe, the honourable gen¬ 
tleman fhould lofe his motion, he was fure his humanity 
need not be at an end; for it would induce him to employ 
himfelf in deviling the means of providing, as comfortably as 
poflihle, for the accommodation of the negroes, by feme 
provident regulations. 

Mr. Pitt. Mr. Chancellor Pitt declared, that from the firft hour of 
his having had the honour to fit in Parliament, down to the 
prefent, among all the queftions, whether political or per- 
fonal, in which it had been his fortune to take a fttare, there 
never had been one in which bis heart was fo deeply intcreft- 
ed as the prefent; both on account of the ferious principles 
which it involved, and the important confequencf»s coiwei^ed 
with it. He obferved, that howevei forcibly he mi 2 ;ht ap¬ 
peal to the natur.nl and unerring feelings of every m in ui'on 
this fubjeeV, and however ftrong an argument he migl t, 
tlierefoie, draw, even from this confideration, yet this was 
not the ground on which he was about to reft the determi¬ 
nation of the parent queftion. 

The prefent was not a mere queftion of feeling; it was 
not for 'he fake of exercifing hum.initv, as had Ixen often 
falfely imagined, that the abolition of the trade in Haves was 
prefled upon the Committee; but it was quite another prin¬ 
ciple, which ought, in his own opinion, to determine their 
minds. l*he main argument infifted on w as, rh it the Have 
trade was founded in injuftice; “ and it is tluTefore," faid 
Mr. Pitt, ** fuch a trade, as it is impoftihle for me to fup- 

port, unlefs gentlemen will, in the firft pdace, prove to 

me. 
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** me, that there aie no laws of morality biodii^ upon na- 
** tions, and that it is no duty of a Legiflature to rellrain its 

fubjeds fiom invading the happinefs of other countnes, 
** and from \ielating tht fuiida nental principles ofjuftice.** 

Heobferved, thnt many ge itlemen, however, nliooppofed 
the motion, had brought forward, on the prefent occaiion, 
a plea of impradicability. Seveial of them had even ex- 
preiled a deOre to let the Have tndt abolilhed, if it were not 
forfome necellity tor continuing it, which they conceived 
to exift; nay, almoll every one, he believed, and in particular 
an honourable ilironet ('iir Willian Young) and another 
lionourable gentleman (Nlr. btanley, agent tor the idaads) 
appeared to wnh, that the farther importation of Haves might 
ccale, provided it could be made out that the population of 
the Well Indies could be, by any means, maintained with¬ 
out it 

Ml. Pitt propoftd, therefore, with the permiffion of the 
Houfe, to ipply himlclt particularly to this iub)cd; fur as 
tbis^ipeaicd to operate, in the minds of fo many gentlemen, 
as th chid ubjedion, he trufted, tbit, by lliowing thisai- 
f^ument to be proundlefs, and the whole idea of impradicn- 
bility, as It was now urged, to be entirely a milconception, 
he motrid In .ible thus toclcu aw ly every obftacle whatevei; 
iothat, haV mg no ground, ePhtr ofjuHiceor neceility, to 
Hand upon, there could be no excule or pretence left to the 
Committte, for leliAing the prefent motion. 

He might mlcnahly hope, however, that gentlemen, 
even upon their own ground:^ would not leckon any difad- 
vantagi to the plantations, which was meiely fmaU and tem- 
poi II y, to be a lufiicicnt k ifon to warrant the continumce 
of the Has e trade. It was lurely not any flight degree of ex¬ 
pediency, any Im”!! balance of profit, nor any light ihades 
of probability, on the one fide, i ithei than the othei, which 
would determine any gentleman in the prefent quefliun. He 
afked pardon even for the fup| olition. The Houfe, he was 
fuie, would not decide the queibon, on fuch grounds. The 
Hive trade was an evil of fuch a magnitude, that there muH 
be a comm n wifh in the Committee at once to put .in end 
to It, if there weie no very great and ierious obAicle, No¬ 
thing flioit of the utmofl dinger, nay of rum, to the Weft 
Indian iflands, ought we to he.ir urged as a plea for continu¬ 
ing fuch a trideas this! It wis a trade by which multitudes 
of unoffending nations weie deprived of the blelhngs of civi- 
livation, and had their peace and happinefs invaded. It 
ought, therefore, to be no common expediency; it ought 
Cither to be fome pofitive necefiity, or, at leaft, fomething 
very like neceffity, which it became thofe gentlemen to 
Y9L. XXIX. P p plead. 
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plead, t^k Upon them to defend the conjtiniuiiice of tbif 
trade. 

He kriew that the Weft fodiaji gentleman had ufed very 
ftrbng language, on thh part of the fuhjet^, and had jcxpreiled 
an alarm for the illands that was very' lerious indeed. It 
would be proper, however, for the Commit^ to confider 
this for themfelves; for he could not help thinking, there 
was an over great degree of Yenfibility, among thofe gentle- 
hien, on this particular point, and that their alarm, as he 
hpped to proye, was excited in a way which the opcafion by 
no means juftified. He had endeavoured carefully and im¬ 
partially to examine into this himfclf, and he would now 
proceed to lay thofe reafons before the Houfe, which induced 
him firmly to believe, not only that no permanent mifehief 
would follow from the abolition, hut not even anv fuch tern- 
porary hurt or inconvenience as could be dated to |»e a reafuii 
for preventing the Houfe from agreeing to the qucilion before 
'them : but, on the contrary, that the aboljtioti itielf would 
lay the foundation for the more folid improyement of the 
various iiiterefts of thofe Colonies. 

In proceeding upon this fuhjefl, he ftiould apply his obfer> 
vationschiefly to Jamaica, which contained more than half 
the flaves in the whole Weft Indies, and, if he ihould fucceed 
in proving that no material detriment could arife to the popu¬ 
lation of that iiland^ this would he Co confiderahle a part of 
thequeidion^ and would alFord To fironga prefumptioii^ith 
refpe <51 to the other iiland,, it being a tolerably fair fample of 
the whole, that the iJoufe could not any longer hefitate whe¬ 
ther they ftiould pr ftiould not put a ftop to this mod horrid 
trade'. ' ‘ ' 

In the twenty years, ending in 1788, the annual lofs of 
^aves in Jamaic.i (that is the excefs of deaths above the 
births) appeared to be one in one hundred; in a preceding 
period the lofs was greater, and in a period before that greater 
ilili, there having &;en a continual gradation in the decreafe 
through the whole time, as appeared from an accurate exa- 
" mination of the particular years in each, period. It mighf 
fairly be concluded, therefore, that (the average lofs of the 
|aft period being one per cent.) the lofs in the former part of 
it would be fomewhat note, and in the latter part fomewhat 
lefs than one per cent.; inCamuch that it might be fairly 
.^ueftiohed whether, by this time, the births and deaths ih 
>nufiai'ca might not dated as very nearly equal. It was to 

added, that a peculiaV calamity, which fwept away 15,000 
perfons, had occafioned a part of the mortality in the laft- 
mentioned period; the check to the provifion trade, occa« 
ftoned by the independence of America,' had alfo been urged, 
hy thu Wed-India gentlemen, as a caufe of more than com- 
’ i • * - • . • • • mon 



A. i79f. D E B A i* E ’’81 ^ 

Inon depopulation in the fame time: whether this had reallj 
operated to fo great an extent as bad been fiated he could not 
bxiditly fiy> hue he was clear that this alfo was an evil which 
might not be expelled to return* as a very confiderable cul- 
tuie of provifions in the i(lands li id now happily taken plaos. 
It was plain, then, even on thefe grounds only, nay, even 
]f the nppaient Ijfs had been, as iome ftitements made it, 
more than one per cent, the probable lofs now to be ex* 
pe^rd mull he veiy inconllderihle indeed. 

1 here was, however, one circumflaiice to be added, which 
tlie Weil India gentlemen, in Hating this matter, had en* 
tircly o\etl >oked, and which was fo material as clearly to re¬ 
duce the piohi) le diminution in the population of Jamaica 
down to nothing, luppolingeven thit all the obfervations he 
had lull been making were entirely to fail him. The c r* 
cumllince he meant was this : nn all the calculitions he had 
refeircd to or the comparative number of births aid deaths, 
all the tiegioes in the illind were inc^udtd, thofe newly-im¬ 
ported negioes, who died in conlequence of the leafoning, 
miHe a pirr, and (welled, therefoie, very materially the num¬ 
ber of the deaths; but as thefe extiaordinary deaths would 
ceafe as Toon is the imp'irtation ceafed, there ought to be a 
dsduflion ot them made fiom hispieient calculation. 

Now this iiumbei would in ike up of itielf nearly the whole 
of that one per cent, which hid been dated, living adde all 
the other confideritions. He particuliily prelled gentlemen’s 
attention to this circuniHince; for it was undoubtedly the 
fa£l, that the complaint of being likelv to want hands in Ja¬ 
maica arofe from the mill ike ot including the preftnt unna- 
tuial deaths ciiiii^ 1 hy the liafoni ig among the natural and 
perpetual nufes of mdrtilitv I hefe deaths, being tirone- 
oudy taken into the plantcis’ c ilcukitions, gase occafioii to 
the idea tint the numhet could not be kept up. Thefe 
deaths, which were caufeJ merely by tl»e Have trade, fur- 
inthed the very ground, therefo.e, on which the continuance 
of the Have trade was thoughi? iiecelTiry, and became the 
very realon for bringing over more of thofe wretched negioes, 
and for thus adding to this very fource of mortality. ^ 

Xlie evidence before the Houle as to this point was per- 
ffi^ly clear; for it would be found in that dreadful catalogue 
of deaths, in conlequence of the fealoning, and the middle 
palTage, which the Houfe had been condemned to look intc^ 
that one half die. An annual mortality of 2 ,ooq in Jamaica 
might b** charged, therefore, to the importation, whioh, 
compared with the whole numbers on the illand, hardl)^ fell 
ihort of the whole one |)er cent decreafe. 

Joining this with all the other conliderattons, Mr. Pit^ 
then aOced, Can the decreafe of flaves in Jamaica be 
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•>-*Can tlie colonies be fo deilitate of means—fo incapable of 
thoie iiDpro^ments which a more prudent management, and 
a fpirit of benevolence muil naturally fuinifli—Can they, at 
a tmae when they tell you of new regvlations, to benefit 
the uaves, which, they (ay, me eftablifliing every Ja)—Can 
they, under all thele circumdances, be permitted to plead 
that total impoilibility of keeping up thi.ir number, which 
they have refted on, as iMing iiuletd the only podible pretext 
for allowing frefli impoitatiuiis fiom i^fnea^ tie appealed, 
therefoie, to the (obei judgement of every gentlemui in the 
Houfe, Whether an mteieft on the pait ot Jamaica, fuch 
as he had defcribed, could form an objection, or julltfy a 
hefitaticn, in agteemg to the prefeiit motion. % 

It might le obleived alfo, that, when the importat on 
fhould Hop, that dilpioportion between the fexes, which 
was one ot the obllacles to population, would gradually 
diniiiiiih, and indeed our whole colonics in the W eil Indies 
would leveit to that natural order and courfe of things by 
which population aid civilization are piomoted. Ihtough 
the want of this n itui .1 older, a thouland grievances were 
created, which it was impodible to define, and which it was 
in vain to think t< at, undet (uch circum{l.iiice<!, we could 
cuu. lie was convinced that the abolition itlelf would 
work this efFdl. The Weft Indians wo ild th*n feci a near 
and urgent intcieft, to eiit^r into a thoufand little details 
w h ch It w as impoflible for him to deicr be, but which have 
the greaieft influence on population. A found.ition would 
thus be lid for the general weliaie of the lilaiads, a new 
fyftcm would rile up the levcrlc of the old, .ind eventually 
both their general wealth and general happinels would in- 
creale. 

'1 lus however, it fhould he remcmbeiel, was proving 
far more than he was bound to, with a view to the preftnt 
queftion, for gentlemen muft fed, tint if even he could 
prove the abolition not ruinous, it would be enough, lie 
coi'ld give up, theiefore, ^hree aiguments out of four, 
through the whole that he had laid, and yet have enough 
-lef^to eftahlifli his pofttion. As to the creoles, it was a 
plain point that they would incrcafe; they difleied in this 
intirely fiom the imported Haves, who were both a buithen 
jlnd a curie to themClves and others. The me.irurc now 


propofed would oper.ite like a charm, and Ufides (lopping 
all the finfertes we give occafion to in Afiica and the middle 
paflage, would produce even moie benefits in tlie Weft 
Indies than legal regulations could do. 

One thing he muft touch upon, which was rather a deli- 
i^ate point; the queftion of emancipating the flavcs in the 
Indies, A ra(h emancipation ho was cleai would be 
^ wrong 
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wrong and mifchievoas: In that unhappy fituation to'whlch 
our baneful condufl had brought both ourfelves stad theni» 
it would be no juflice on eitl^ fide to give them liberty^ 
They were as yet incapable of it» but gradually their fitu'atif^ 
might be mended. They might be relieved from every 
tiling liarfli and fevere, raifed from their prefent degradation, 
and*put under the powerful protection of law : till then to talk 
of emancipation was infanity. But it was the fyftem of 
frefli importations that interfered with thefe principles of 
improieraent, and it was the abolition of the Have trade 
which would furnifh the means of eiFeclually regulating the 
fituation of the llaves in the iflands. This was not a warm 
idea taken up without due reufoning and reflection, but had 
its fouiitlation in human nature : Wherever there was the 
incentive of honour, credit and fair profit, there induflry 
would be; and when thefe labourers Ihould have the natural 
fprings of human aCtion afforded them, they would then 
rife to the natural level of human induflry'; but when de* 
graded into mere machines, they would not even afford yo« 
all the benefit of machines, but became more unprofitable, 
and every way mote difadvantageous, than any other inftru- 
ment of labour whatfoever. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt then proceeded to fome fhort obfer* 
rations on eacli of the other iflands, as there were fome cir- 
cumftances of difference between them. In Barbadoes there 
had been no decreafe to alarm us; on the contrary, the flaves 
in that ifland feetned rather to increafe. In St. Kitt*s, the 
decteafe for 14 years had been but 3-4ths per cent, and here 
many of the fame obfervations would apply, as he had been 
ufing ill the cafe of Jamaica. In Antigua, a confiderable 
number had died by a particular calamity; but for this, the 
decreafe would have been really trifling. In‘Nevis and 
Montferrat there was this ffrong and moft favourable cir- 
cumffance, that there was little or no difproportion of fexes, 
and it might well be hoped the numbers would be kept up. 
In Dominica, fome controverfy had arifen about rive calcula¬ 
tion ; but he had to obferve, that Governor Orde mentions 
that there is an increafe of births above the deaths. From' 
Grenada and St. Vincent’s, no good accounts had been Cran- 
fmitted, in anfwer to the queries fent them; but tliey were 
probably not in circumftances lefs favourable than the other 
iflands, though perhaps it might be found, that perfons who 
had proceeded on recent grants might be entitled to our con- ^ 
fideration; but whether their cafe was feparated from th*’ 
others or not, it never could be argued that they ought to 
ftand in the way of the great ohje£l before the Houfe. 

On a full review of the probable ftate of *the negro popu¬ 
lation in our Weft-lndia iflands, was there then, any ferious'. 
I ground 
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. grontid ^of'alirm from the tneafure of abclidiing the Have 
mde> bf aboii(hing it entirely and immediately ? and wai 
^re any of that impraSicahUity to be pkadtd, on which 
fkne fo many gentlemen had relied all their ohje^ions? 
Mttii we not biu^%t pretending that it would diArefs our 
confciencei to abolilh this mod horrid trade^ on account of 
the alarming coniequences to the population of the lilandsr 

Intolerable were the mifchiefs of this Trade, both in its 
origin,' and through every ftage of its progrefs. The 
honourable gentleman near him (Colonel Pliipps) had been 
defcribing Africa as a continent half cultivated. In fuch a 
country, in order to promote this trade, you mull apply 
yourfelves to the avarice apd to the worft pnllions of the 
princes* To fay that Haves can bS furnilhed us by fair and 
commercial means, were abfuid and ridiculous. The trade 
fometimes ceafed, as during the lali war; Ibmetimes the de¬ 
mand incieafed, fometimes it was declining, according to 
our circumlVances. But how was it pofTible that, to a de¬ 
mand fo extremely flufluating, the fuppiy of ilaves Ihould 
always exa«!)lly accommodate itfelfr Alas! alas! (faid Mr. 
Pitt) we make human beings the lubjedls of commerce; we 
learn to talk of them as fuch; yet w'e will not allow to them 
the common principle of commerce, that the fupply muft 
accommodate itfelf to the confumption. It was not from 
wars then that the flaves were chiefly furnillied. 1 hey 
were obtained in proportion as they were wanted. If a de¬ 
mand for flaves arofe, a fupply was forced in one way or 
other, and it was in vain, overpowered as we now were with 
pofitivc evidence, as well as the leafonahlenels of the fuppo- 
ificion, to deny, that, by the Have trade, we were the caufes 
of thnfe dreadful enormities 011 that unhappy continent. It 
was plain, if we coiifidered the number annually earned off, 
that no regular or oidinary means could furnifli fo many 
captives. 

It was faid by an honourable Baionet (Sir W. Young) 
that if we did not take them, they would he deftroyed; hut 
this he did not believe, liecaufe he did not fihd, from ail his 
reading, that the de 0 ru< 51 ion of their captives was the com¬ 
mon pra£lice, ns had b^n Hated, of all uncivilized nations. 
We afTumed, therefore, what was falfe, the very felling 
them implied this; for if they would fell their captives for 
profit, why fliould they not employ them in any laliour that 
would yield a profit, for the fame rcafoii? Nay, many of 
t|icm, while there was no demand from the Have merchants, 
Werd often a£funlly fo employed. The wealth of the richer 
people ill Africa was reckoned to cbnfift in Haves, and how 
could we fuppofe they would be fo ahford, then, as to de- 
firoy them } BeHdes, the trade had been fufpendod during 

the 
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the war, and it was never faid, or thought, that siay liich 
confluence bad then followed* But even if, inftead of the 
)>refent pitiiefs tranfportationi^ fome few lives ihouid be 
equally deftroyed; if at the hrft the^^ with the guilt dm 
|thdir heads, fhould put foine few piifomrs to death, it was 
clear, in his opinion, that we ought not to make this any rea- 
f 6 n forperfifling in tlie trade. *1 he duration of this evil that 
was dreaded would be Ihort; by degrees the intereft of hu¬ 
manity would work its own way, if our perverted fyflem did 
pot obilru6l its courfe. 

It had been argued, by the honourable Baronet, that the 
felling men for witchcraft was no coniequence of the flave 
trade, for that \a itchcraft commonly implied poifon, and 
was a real puntfliahle crime. Hut it was recolledfed, that in 
the cafe of witchciaft or poifon, it was not the individual 
only, but man, woman and child, every coniie<flion and re¬ 
lation of the guilty perfon that ivere fold for (laves, which 
principle of injuflice .md cruelty was promoted moft un¬ 
doubtedly by the Have trade. 'J he truth was, that we flopt 
the natural progiel-* of civilisation; we cut off Africa from 
the opportunity of improvement, we kept down that conti¬ 
nent in a flate of darkneis, bondage, igiioranc:?, and blood. 
^Vas not this an awful conlideiatiori for this country^ Look 
on the Map of Africa; how little ufeful intercourfe hail 
been eAablill ed in that vafl continent^ While otlier coun¬ 
tries were nfTilling and enlightening each other, that alone 
had none of thele benefits? We had obtained as yet only 
jufl fo much knowledge of its pioduflions, as to fhew that 
there is a capacity for tiade, which we check. Indeed, if 
the mifchitfs in Alrica wrere out of the quellion, the cir- 
cuinfiances of the Middle PafTage alone would, in his mind, 
he reafoii enough for the abolition. Such a feene as that of 
the flave fhips, paflTuig over with their wretched cargoes to 
the Weft Indies, if it could be fpread befoie the eyes of the 
Houfe, would be fufficienc of itfelf to make them vote at 
once for this queftioii. And wdien it can be added alfo, that 
the intereft even of thq Weft Indies themfelves refts on the 
abolition of this trade (Mr. Pitt faid) he could not conceive 
an a£l of more indirpenitblc duty tl#n that which was now 
propofed to the Houfe. If even the confequences had ap¬ 
peared to him wiiMy diflerent fioni what ^ley did appear, 
ftill he fhould infilt th it the Houie ought to give the lame 
Vote. What an .aggravation then of guilt would it be, if 
the policy, inftead of being againft the meafure, was alio 
for it? A more imperious duty than that ol ahohftitog the 
flave trade, he believed was never exei cifei m the Parliameot 
of Great Britaui. 

i 


Sir 
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Sir Arelu dtthhaU Edmnftane deGred to know, before the quef* 
Bamon- tion wtt put) what was the exa£fc purport of it, and whether 
ftone. It went fo far as to pledge thofe who voted for it, to s( total 
and immediate ab^tion of the ilav# trade. 

Mr. Aid, Alderm m ^a*fon proceeded into in agument to fliow 

wltibn.* tinde was not liaiilc to the objedtion^ urged againll 

It. He defended xt as highly beneficial to the country, be* 
• ing one maternl branch oi its commerce. He fiid that he 

could not think of the Afiican trade Without conn^duig, in 
his mind, the \Veft India ti ide witi it; for that, in tiuth, 
fhe one hung upon the oth r. Ncyr w i rh ill. a third ini' 
portant branch of our commerce enter d aM i. into the lame 
manner, into his coiiGderation, which was th Newfoundland 
Gfliery; and he went into a detail which he concluded by 
obferviiigy that this ino^ valuihle fiOier) co ild not mlwer 
to this country, if it weie not for the quantity of infenor 
fifli bought up loi the negtoes in the Weft Indies and which 
was quite unfit for iny other iimkrt. He i oleol the mu¬ 
tual depende ce, tint each of thele thi t ti i les li id on the 
other, and of tlie grr tt ipipoitance, in a co n eici il point of 
view, of not intcrftiing with the one, left we ftiould endau- 
gci llie cxiftence of tin other'. 

He rtferied alfo to whir li d piflld in the National Al- 
femhly, on the fubjefi of tht flivc tiuh ii d it d put of 4 
Ipeech of M. Turgot, rccoun 1 <nling a gradual abolition of 
It, and nut one that wa , ly my memo, immediite. 

The Alderman recommended it to rhelloufe, to folldW 
the fame principles, and to fuften the iigours of flavery, by 
wholeiome regulations, hut not to adopt iu rafti a condu< 5 ^ as 
to vote she immediate abolition of ihe tiade in ft ives. 

Mr to*. obferved, that fome cxpioflions, which he had 

ufed on the precedi ig day, ludhcni complained of, as too 
hatfti and f'*vere He had now four and twenty liouis to 
refleiEf on his words, he had revolsed tliem over and 
over again in his mind, but he co ild not prevail on him* 
felf to retrad^ them; becaufo, the ino^e he confideitd and 
knew of the fubjeft m difeuftlon, the naore did he believe, 
that if, after read iig all the esideiice on the table, and at¬ 
tending to the debite, (piy gentleman could continue to op- 
pofe the abolition of the ftive trade, and could thus a\ow 
himfelf, after a full knowledge of the fjhjof*, an abettor of 
this ftiamefal traffic in human ftefh, it ould only be either 
from fome hardnefs of heart, or fomt fu.-h difticulty of pn« 
derftanding as he really knew not how to account for. 
t Some gentlemen li id conftdered this queftton, as a queftion 
of political freedom; whereas it was no fuch thing. No 
mao would fufpe<^ turn of being an enemy to political free* 
docD: his fentiments were too well known to leave him fob- 
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jeffc to fuch a fafplcion. But, this was a queflion not of po¬ 
litical, but of perfonal freedom. Political' fr^dom was un¬ 
doubtedly as great a bleffing as any people under Heaven 
(confidered coileflively as a people) could pant after^ of 
feek to poflefs; but, political fiteedoni, when it came to be 
compared with perfonal freedom, funk to nothing, and be¬ 
came no bleffing at all in comparifon. To confound thefe 
two, ferwed, th'-refore, obl^to render all argument on either, 
perplexing and unintelligible. It was p6rlonal freedom that 
was now the point in queAion. Perfonal freedom muft be 
the firft objeft of every human being, and it was a right, of 
which he who deprives a fellow-creature, is abfolutely cri¬ 
minal in fo depriving him; and which he who withholds, 
when It i& in his |>ower to reftore, is no lefs criminal in with¬ 
holding. Mr. Fox therefore d'*clared, that, though he pro- 
fcflrd great regard for an honourable fiiend who had com- 
plnnied of his wordfe, and for a noble Lord who fat near him 
(Loid John Ruffel) yet unlefs they endeavoured, stealoufly 
and fincerely, to put an end to fo horiid a violation of per¬ 
fonal fi etlom, as the African flave-trade moft undoubtedly 
was, however it might hurt thofe for whom he felt an afiee- 
tion and refpeft, yr t he could not fo far compliment them as 
to lerrart his words, of to negledV fpeaking in the manner 
which his duty icquired, upon a fubje^l fo ferious asthepre- 
fen». 

The Houfc being now apprired cf the nature of this trade, 
Wving received evidence, having had the fadls undeniably 
fUabliihed, knowing, in fhort, what the flave trade was, he 
declared, that if they did not, by the vote of that night, 
mark to all mankind their abhoirence of a piadlice fo enor¬ 
mous, fo favage, fo repugnant to all laws, human and di¬ 
vine, It would be moie icandalous, and moie defaming, ifi 
the eyes of the couniiy, and of the world, than any vote 
whicli any Houfe of Commons had ever giveii. He dcflred 
them ferioufly to refledl, before they gave their votes, what 
they were about to do that evening. If they voted that the 
flave trade fliould not be aboliftied, they would, by their 
vote that night, give a pailiamentary fanflion to rapine, rob-* 
bery, and murder; for a fyftem of rapine, robbery, and 
muider, the flave trade had now iftoft clearly been proved 
to be. _ , 

Every gentleman who had perufed the examination of the 
witnefles, upon the table, muft acknowledge, that he had n<rt 
tifed one word too ftrong. He had lead the Privy Council • 
Report fome time ago; but owned that it was but latdj 
that he had turned his attention to the evidence fin^e taken 
before the Seledl Committee; and he regretted that he had 
not done it fooner; for the fa€ls he there found were fuch ai 
VoL. XXIX. CLq 
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proved the abfblute neceffity) on every confideralion of mo* 
rallty and juftice, of putting an end to a pradlice, (b pr^nant 
with circumftances of terror and alarm to this country. 

That the pretence of danger to our Weft>Iiidia iflands,- 
the abolition, was totally unfounded, the fpeech of the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman who introduced the motion had fully 
convinced him; but, if it had not, the fpeech of the right ho¬ 
nourable the Chancellor of the Exhequei, by which he had, 
in fo mailer!y a manner, eftabliihed that point, muft have 
given him complete fatisfadtion. If there was any thing for 
him at all to find fault with, in the right honourable gentle- 
nian*s fpeech, he fhould fay, that it could only be his dwell¬ 
ing fo much on that part of the fobjedl, and heiluwing fo* 
much eloquence and ability on it; fo as to give an air of 
more importance to the ptetexrs of the other fide, than they 
at all deferred; thus drawing the Committee’s attention 
from the jnflic’e of the queilion, which was a thing of infi¬ 
nitely greater magnitude 

It bad been (liown^ on a comparifon of the deaths and 
births in Jamaica, that there Was not now any decreafe; but 
if there had been, it would have made no difference in his 
condudV on the fubjedt: for had the inoitality been ever fo 
great, he fhould have aferibed it entiiely to the fyfiem of im¬ 
porting negroes, infiead of encouraging the breed. If any 
man were to tell him of a country in which, though horfes 
were ufed, yet very few were hied, this would not induce 
him to fuppofe, there was any unfriendlinefs, in the climate 
of that country, to the natural propagation of horfes, bift 
merely to its being found or thought cheaper by the inhabi¬ 
tants, to buy horfes than to breed them. It was not his 
fault, Mr. Fox faid, that he was reduced to the degrading 
necefifity of fpeaking of human beings, as if they were 
horfes. 

But what he urged in the cafe of horfes, was evidently the 
cafe with ilaves in the Weft Indies. I’lie climate was de¬ 
clared to he remarkably congenial to them, and to be juft 
like their own. This had been adlually pleaded (with a dif¬ 
ferent view indeed) in favour of the Have trade—then why 
fhould they not breed? It was mciely becaufe the Weft-In- 
dia planters thought it more convenient, more agreeable to 
them, or more cheap, to buy them fit for work than to breed 
them—it was becaufe the planters did not chufe to treat them 
with that attention and humanity which would enfure their 
breeding. What then was the purpofe for which this ac- 
curfed and horrid trade in human creatures was defired to be 
kept up ? The purpofe was this—in order to give the plan- 
• ters the opportunity of deftroy^ng the negroes on their 
cftates, as faft as they pleafed. The plea on which the (lave 
i trade 
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trade to Africa was to be kept up (if the mortality in iHe 
iflands was the plea) could only be in order to indulge the 
planters in the liberty of mifufing their ilaves, fo as to check 
propagation; for it was from ill ufage only tha^ in a climate 
fo natural to them and fo favourable, their numbers could 
ever diminilh. Mr. Fox fiated, therefore, that if the morta¬ 
lity in the Weft Indies, were ten times greater than it was, 
thi& would only he a ten times ftronger reafon for forbidding 
the importation of ilaves. It would only argue ten times 
moiu til ufage than now prevailed, and Parliament would be 
fo much the more loudly called upon to put an end to a fyf- 
tem fo deftru£live of human life. 

The very ground, therefore, on which the planters refted 
the neceffity of frefti importations, namely, the deftrudion 
of lives in the Weft indies, was itfelf the ftrongeft reaion that 
could pofiihly be given, for the abolition of the trade, and, 
the more ftrongly they chofe to urge, the more ftrongly 
fhould hr aiguu from it the neceflity of the prefent meafure, 
and the lerious need there was of a parliamentary interfer¬ 
ence. He ohferved alio, that, if any thing could aggravate 
the national guilt of the Have trade on the coaft of Africa, it 
was this lame dreadful argument of its being necefliiry in or¬ 
der to lepluce the lives deftroyed by our inhuman fyftem of 
treating them in the Weft Indies. 

Mr. Fox next adverted to fome inftances of cruelty 
IKihich had been mentioned, and which appeared in a£lual evi¬ 
dence. He thought that an honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Smith) who had fpoken with much found argument and 
manly lent.;, had done well to introduce thofe ftories, which 
had made fuch an impreftion on the Houfe, that they could 
fenreely bear to be prefent when fuch horiid tales was even 
related. But had the truth of any one of them been contro¬ 
verted? An honourable gentleman (Mr. Cawthome) by way 
of dilcrediting the account given of the Afiican captain's 
cruelty to the child ten months old, could only fay that it 
was too bad too be true, and that it was impofllble: and, in 
order to difcredit the witnefs, had bid you look to his crofs 
examination. 1 he honourable gentleman, however, had de¬ 
clined tuii.ing to the crofs examination, the whole of which 
(Mr. Fox defired the Houfe to obferve) amounted to this: 
that when prelTed, in the clofeft and ftridleft manner, by 
fome abk perfons of that Houfe, the only inconfiftency they 
could fix upon him, was a doubt whether the fa 61 had hap¬ 
pened on the fame day, of the lame month, of the year 1764^ 
or the year 1765. 

He ohferved, that abfolute power was not denied to be cx- 
ercifed by the Have captains, and, if this were granted, fuch 
was human nature, that he was perluaded all the cruelties 

Q,q % charged 



FARilAlifENTAIlT A, 179U 

4 lbsr|;ed upon theta would natursllf follow. He alfo re* 
marxedt that qothing lefs than complete arbitrary powert • 
vrai exercifed over the ilaves in the Wt ft Indies, and he ipoke 
of the abuie of it, which there, as well as every where tl e, 
miift be the confeijueitce. Never did he heat of any charges 
exhibited againft any fet of men, before any Court or Legif- 
lature, of fo black and horrible a nature, as thole contained in 
the evidence now on the table';* and it became thofe who lar 
boured under them, to come foiward to vindicate then cha- 
racers to their country. 

Many, in fli^rt, were the inftances of cruelty to which this 
trade gave rife; it was a feene of fuch iniquity and oppref- 
lion, in every one of its ftages, that if the Houfe, with all 
their prefent knowledge of the circumftances, ftiuuld dare to 
vote for Its continuance, they muft have nerves ol which he 
had no conception. We might find inftances indeed in an¬ 
cient hiftory, of roeii*s violating all the feelings ol Nature in 
fomecafes of an extraordinary kind. Fatbeis have factificed 
their fons and daughters, or hulbands their wives; hut if we 
are to do violence to the feelings of humaiiits, and, in tins 
refpedt, to imitate their charadters, we ought not only to 
have nerves as firong as the two Brutufe«, but we ought 
alfo to take care that we have a caufe as good, and that we 
have motives for fuch a derclidion of our feelings, as pa¬ 
triotic and public fpirited as they had. 

But what was the true motive ^—this t rade fo contended for, 
this wholefale facrifice of a whole order and race of our fel¬ 
low creatures, which, in violence to all our feelings, we are 
alked to vote the continuance of > It was a inlTic foi human 
beings, who were to be* carried away by force, ftom their 
native country, in order to tie fubjedled to the mere will and 
caprice, the tyranny and oppreflion of oih* r human beings, 
for their whole natural lives, they and tlieii pofterity for 
ever!! 

Mr. Fox then entered info fome account of the trade, 
tracing it from its ftift feenes in Africa, through the middle 
paftage, to its concluiion. It was impoffthle, he faid, to con- 
iider it in the light of any natuial or ordinary commerce. 
We might, if we pleafed, give it the name of a trade belong¬ 
ing to It. It was even on the firft view obvious, that there 
could not be a multitude of human beings, at all times, 
ready to be furnifhed, in the way of fair articles of com¬ 
merce, juft as our commeice, juft as our occafion might re¬ 
quire. The argument urged by the right honourable the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer upon this head, was perfedlly 
unanfwerable. Our demand was fludluating, it entirely 
teafed at fome times, nay, for whole years together, as was 
the cafe during the laft war; foinetimes again a demand for 
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flaves was gretlt and prefihig. Hew then was it poffible^ on 
•every fvdden caU, to fumiih a fufficient letum in flaves, 
without reforttog to thofe means of obtaining them which 
had been mentioned, and the very mention of which was 
fufiicient to flnke us with horror^ He obferved there had 
been thr^ means Hated, of procuring flaves; namely^ thofe 
of war, trade, and crimes iuppofed to be committed, each of 
which he would now a little examine the juflice of. 

Captives m war, it was urged, were in uncivilized coun¬ 
tries commonly doomed to flavery* Ihis, however, was 
falfe in point of fa£l; and it was fo far ftom being the cate m 
Europe, that it was become a cuflom (founded on the wifeft 
puLcy) to pay the captives a peculiar refpe£h and civili^. 
Ought we not to inculcate the fame pnnciples in Africa^ So 
far from it, we encouraged wars tor the fake of taking, not 
the man’s goods and po&ifions, but the man himfelf, and it 
W1S not the war that was the caufe of the Have trade, but the 
fla^ e trade that w as the caufe of the war. T he pradice w as, 
as appeared in evidence, for the flave merchants to carry pre- 
tents, confiHing commonly of fpirits, to the African kings, 
and when intoxicated with them, then it was that the royal 
pierogative of making war was exercifed.—An iiiflance was 
mentioned in evidence, of an Afriern Prince, who, when 
toiler, had refliled the wiflies of the flave merchants; but, in 
the moment oi inebriety, gave the word for war, attacked 
the next village, inhibited by his own (ubjeiHs, carried them 
ail oH, and iold them to the flave merchants. 

Atrei dwelling on the enormity of the fyflem of making 
war III Africa, which was one fource of obtaining flaves, he 
came next to the fecond way, of trade. This he faid was 
proved, by the mofl undeniable evidence, to be little more or 
lefsthan a mofl ihameful and unreflrained lyflem of kidnap¬ 
ping. He referred the Houfe to various inftjiices of this, 
lie mentioned one cafe, when the agent of the merchants af- 
ftdled to a£l as medutoi between two contending parties, 
who, il he might ufe a pun on fo melancholy an occalion, 
certainly* brought the two parties together, for be brought 
them tied back to back to one anothet, ind huiiied theiti both 
on board a flive fliip —1 h«*ie was anoihei inflince of a con¬ 
siderable black flave irciclnnt, who, after having fold a giri 
whom he had kidnapped, was picientlv after kidnapped and 
carried away himfeU. and wh''n healked the African captain, 
III his flrange language, “ N\ hat, take me grand trader too 
Ihe only anfwer was, Yes, we will take you, or her, of 

any one elle, provided any bodv will fell you to us.” And 
accordingly both the tiader and the cluld weie carried ofFto^ 
gether, to the Vi elV Indies. 
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Mr. Fox then adverted to the third mode of obtaining 
ilaves; by cnmes committed, or fuppofed to be committed* 
This had been ftated in fuch a way, that one would think 
the {lave trade was kept up by us, on a Ibrt of friendly prin¬ 
ciple, and as a neceifary part of the Police of that country. 
It was remarkable, that two of the chief crimes which pro¬ 
duced convidtions, were adultery and withcraft. Was adul¬ 
tery then a crime which we need go to Africa to punifh ? 
Was this the way we took to eftablifh the purity of our na¬ 
tional chara^erP Where marriage was folemnly inftituted, 
as a religious rite, as it was in this civililed country, he 
ihould be forty to fpeak lightly of the crime of adultery. 
But was Africa the place where Englifbmen, above all men, 
ought to go in fearch of adulterers ^ Did it become us to ufe 
our Saviour’s expreflion, ** To call the frll Hone It was 
a mod extraordinary p'lgtimage, for a mod extraordinary 
f urpofe! And yet this was one of the chief crimes by which, 
in that civilised country, we judihed our 1 ight of carrying 
off Its inhabitants into perpetual davery, in the Wed Indies, 
The next crime to this was the fuppoftd one of witchcraft. 
We, ourlelves, more enlightened tluii they, were aware that 
the crime does not really exid; but, indead of humanely 
trying to difpel their blindneis and ignorance, we rather 
chofe, for the fake of the flave trade, to lend ourfelves to 
their iuperdition, and become the indruments of their blind 
vengeince. We dand by, (faid Mr. t ox) we hear the trial, 
we know the crime to he impodible, and that the accufed 
mud be innocent; but we wait, in patient hlence, for his 
condemnation, and then we lend our fiiendly aid to the Po¬ 
lice of the country, by buying the wretched convifl, with 
all hts family, whom, for the benefit of Africa, we carry 
away alfo into perpetual llavery. 

Having fpoken of the three ways of obtaining flaves, Mr. 

F ox proceeded to the manner of their tranfportation. He 
knew not how to give the Houfe a more corre^ idea of all 
the horrors of their htuation, when on board, than by refer¬ 
ring th^m to the feftion of a flave fliip, where the eye might 
fee, what the tongue mud fall fhoit in defcribing. Here he 
enlarged on the effefls of defpotic power, in the cafe of cap¬ 
tains of flave fliips, and on the drange indances of cruelty, 
proved in evidence, to h ive been perpetrated. 

They had been thought, by foine {leilons, to be fo extrava¬ 
gant, that the term of infanity had been ufed and, indeed, 
they were unaccountable, except on the principle that defpo¬ 
tic pQwer, by long ufe, is apt to produce adls of cruelty, fo 
enormous, tnnt they have been known frequently to aduine 
the appearance of infanity. Among European fovereigns, 
indeed, the mild influence of religion, philofophy, and the 
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modem limitations of power, had rendered a^t of deifxitiifm 
and cruelty* far from common ; but, among the Emperort 
of Rome, now many were there who, by the unreftrained 
vfe of their power, became fo cruel as to lie fufpeded of OC’* 
caHonal infaiiity, juft as many mafters of Have ftiips bad beeou 
Who was there that ever read, in the Roman hiftory, tlie 
fa£ls recorded of Nero, without rurpe 61 ing he was mad I 
W ho would not be apt to impute infaiiity to that monfter Ca¬ 
ligula ? Who would not think the fame of Domitian? Who 
would hefitate to pronounce Caracalla iiifane ? Who could 
othciwife account for the vices of Commodus? Or who 
could not doubt that Heliogabalus was out of his fenfes? 
Here were fix Roman emperors, not conneiSked in blood, or 
by defcent, who each of them poflefting uncontrolled power, 
had been fo diftinguifhed for cruelty, that nothing fhort of 
infanity could well be imputed to them. He then afked, 
whether the infanity of the mafters of Have ftiips might not 
be fufpefled to be fomething of the fame fpecies, and might 
not be accounted for upon much the fame principles ? 

Mr. Fox then proceeded to tlie iituation of the Haves, 
when brought to the Weft-Indies. It had been faid indeed, 
that they were taken from a worfe ftate, to a better. The 
Houfe. he knew, could not wifh to hear recitals of cruelty, 
nor did he like to dwell upon them. It was their duty how¬ 
ever, in the prefent cafe, to open their ears to them, and the 
Houfe (exclaimed Mr. Fox) lliall hear them. An honom- 
able gentleman before him (Mr. Smith) had quoted fome 
inftances, and he would now quote two more. I'he fiift was 
in a French illand ; but was declared hy witneftes of unim¬ 
peachable credit. A (lave, under hard ufage, urged by the 
firft impulfe of Nature, had run away, and attempted to get 
his liberty. To pi event his repeating the offence, the plan¬ 
ter fent for his furgeon, and faid to him, Cut oft this man's 
leg.** The furgeon, who had more humanity than his maf- 
ter, refufed. ** You refufe (faid the plantei) tuen what you 
decline, as an of friendfhip to me, I will compel you to 
do, as an a 61 of duty.** Upon this, the planter broke the 
poor man*s leg. “ There now,’* faid he to the furgeon, 
** you muft cut off his leg, or the man wul die.” We 
might coniole ourfelves, perhaps, that this was in a Fiench 
Illand, but in the Engliih there was no great difteience; and 
the next inftance he ihould ftate was in an illand of oui own. 
A gentleman (Mr. Rofs, as appeartd in evidence) while he 
was walking along, heard the fhrieks of a female, ilTuing 
from a barn or outhoufe; and as they were much too violent 
to be excited by any ordinary puniftiment, he was prompted 
to go near, and fet what could be the matter. On looking 
in, he perceived a young female, tied up to a beam by her 
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4 cid fwingvogt while the author of her torture was ftanding 
holow her, with a lighted torch in bis hand, which he ap- 
plted to all the parts of her body, as it approached him. 
What crime thi<i miferable wretch ^d perpetrated, he knew 
not; but that w’ts of little confequenee, as the human mind 
could not conceive a ciime, in any degree, warranting fuch a 
punilhment. 

By the manner in which the Houle received this ilory, 
Mr. Fox ohfeived to them, that he faw the tal** was fo hor¬ 
rid, that they could not liflen to it without fhrinking. Will 
the Houfe then, faid he, fanflion enormities, the bare recital 
of which IS fufhcient to make them fhudder ^ Let them re¬ 
member that huminity conffts not in a fqueamiOi ear. It 
confifts not in ftartmg or fhrinking at fuch tales as thefe, but 
in a difpoiltion of heart to relieve mifery, and to prevent the 
repetition of cruelty. Humanity apj>ertained rather to the 
mind, thin to th** nei ves; and it would prompt men to ufc 
real and difinterelled endeavour*!, to give hippinefs to their 
fellow cieatures. H»*re in England luch was our indigni- 
tinn at every a6t of injuUtce, thit a highwayman, a pick¬ 
pocket, or e^en a pilhrer, was, by law, condemned to death; 
fo jealous weie we, in rafe^ where our own property was 
concerned * but, wc permuted to go unpunithed, crimes 
committed in confequen'* of the dive trade, in companfon 
With which, the ciiminal pra'lic*- ot Cngl ind were innoct nee 
rfelf. What was the confequence of this> Weunfetllcd the 
ptinciplcs of jullice, in the minds of men, and we deprived 
thr L giflature of that fir jng influence wh rh it ought to 
dense from its known integrity, and from its uniform con- 
fiftency of conduA. It w is as important, therefore, in iound 
poltcv, as It w IS in pjint of ]uilice and honour, to aholifh a 
tilde which dikiedited our molds and police at home, as 
well as our nar onal characler abroad. For what could any 
think, eithei of oui juil ce or confl'lencv, who lliouH fee a 
man that had picktd a pocket gon e to l>e h mged for the 
crime, while all the enormities wh^cti had been perpetrated 
in Africa, and all the other crueUi..» now in evidence before 
the Hou^e, were litown not only to pals off with impunity, 
hut while the continuance of th^m was permitted by a vote 
of the Britifh Parliamect ^ 

\x. wa» fa\A, howevet, x\\at tVie Afwcaws were \efs Vtappy at 
home than in th* illands, and that we were therefore juft ihed 
in cirrying them away; but wliat right had we to be the 
judges of this, oi to foice upon them a new condition ’ 

However unhappy in your opinion (they might lay to us) 
yet we wifla for the comfotts that luirouiid us, the foetal rela¬ 
tions of life, the liberty of our native though uacuUivatcd, 
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fdaios; and jm have tm right to duuigef mfi iffulb het- 
ter» enrconaitioR.” fine it was ridicaloiittO|deid chat we 
bettered tlteir condition, when we draped them from every 
tiung that was dear in lifr^ aod teduora them to the mok 
abje^ ftate of ilavery. 

One argument, indeed, had been ufed by an honourable 
Alderman, in the way of commercial poKcv, which, for a 
fubje 61 fo grave, was rather too ridiculous. t*he Have trad^ 
faid the honourable Alderman, was neceflary, cm account 
of the fopport it gave to our fifliertes, for that the New¬ 
foundland trade depended on the flaves, for the Cimfuroption 
of a vaft quantity of refufe filh, for which there would other- 
wife be no vent. What wavthis but to fay, that the Have 
trade muft be kept up, with all its ehoimities, in order that 
there might be peifons to eat up the refufe fifli which was too 
bad for any body elfe to eat!! 

Jt had been faid, that England ought not to abolifli the 
trade, unlefs Fi ance, Spain, and Holland would alfo give it 
up. But if it was a trade founded in violence and injuftice, 
Great Britain ought to wa{h her hands of it at any rate; nor 
was the practice of other countries any thing at ail to the 
queftion. It was as if a perfon addidled to felony, but now 
confcious of his pall guilt, Ihould fay, ** There is a man now 
** whom 1 base an opportunity of robbing on the highway; 
“ ] am extremely forry to do it, for I am become fully fen- 
fible of the guilt, but 1 know that if I Ihould not rob him, 
there is another highwayman, half a mile farther on the 
road, who certainly will, and thus he will get the man’s 
purfe inllead of myfelf.” Mere gain was not a motive 
for a great country to reft on, as a juftificjtion of any mea- 
fure. It was not the fir ft purpofe of a well regulated Go¬ 
vernment: honour was its fupeiior, as much as juftice was 
fuperior to honour. 

With regard to the emancipation of the negroes already in 
flavery, his own doubts of tlie efficacy of an a£l of the Bri- 
tifti Legiflature for this purpofe, was a reafon for not enter¬ 
ing into it. He himfelf did not think fuch a meafure could 
be fuddeniy ventuied upon; and though every man had a 
lighttu freedom, yet it fhould be obferved, that men inured 
to flavery ail their lives, felt certainly lefs degraded by it than 
ihofe who were born to independence. It might be dange¬ 
rous to give freedom at once to a man nfed to flavery, on the 
fame ground as, in the cafe of a man who had never feen day¬ 
light, there might be danger of blinding him, if you were to 
expofe him all at once to the glare of the fun. 

Mr. Fox condemned the arrogance of the notion, that all 
tlie inhabitants of Africa had minds inferior to ourfelves«>^ 
How did we know that fuch was the cafe ? Why might there 
VoL. XXIX. R r not 
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Mlfe nsM in Africa, of at fine filings as onrfdvet, of as 
enlarged iinderftandlngs, and as manly m their minds as any 
ctf ot ? He then mentioned the cafe of an African Captain, 
who heatd in the ni^bt foice tiolent groanings, which had 
caufed a difturbance in his fiitp. There was among his ilaves 
one perfon of treiy ctmfiderable confequence, a man once 
high in military fiation, with a mind not iiifenlible to the 
eminence of his rank, who having been taken captive in 
battle, was fold to tlie Have fisips, and laid {Tomifcuouily 
with the refta Happening in the night to obtain room to 
firetch his sreary limbs, at rather mere eale than ufual, he 
hid fallen faft aueep^ and he dreamt that be was in his own 
Countsy, high in honour and in command, carefled by his 
family and his friends, waited on by his doroeftics, and fur- 
roundtd with all his former comforts in life; when, awaking 
foinewhat fuddcnly, he found himfelf failened down in tlie 
hold of a Have iliip, and was heard to burft into loud groans 
and lamentations on the miferahle contrail of bis prefent 
fiate, mixed with the meaneil of his fhbje£ls, and fubje6lted 
to the infolence of wretches, a thoufand times lower than 
himfelf, in evety kind of endowment. Mr. Fox appealed to 
the Houfe, whether this was not as moving a pt£lure of the 
miferahle eifefls of the Have trade, as any that could be ima¬ 
gined ^ I'heie was one way, and it was an extremely good 
one, by which any man might come to a judgement on thefe 
points—kt him make the cafe his own. What, faid he, 
ihould any one of u«, who are Members of this Hoerfe, fay, 
and how fltould we feel, if conquered and carried away, by a 
tribe, asfavage as our countiymen on the coaft of Africa 
ihew themfelves to he' How (hould we brook the fame in-" 
dignities, oi bear the fame treatment ourielves, which we 
do not fcruple to inflnfl on them ^ Has ing made this appeal 
to the feelings of the Houfe, Mr. Tox proceeded to obferve^ 
that great (Irels had been laid on the countenance that was 
given to 11 a very by the Chnilian religion. So far wak this 
from lieing true, that he thought one of the moft fplehdid 
ttiumpbsof Chriflianiry waSf Its having caufed (lavery to 
be fo geoeially aaolithra, as (bon as ever it appeared tn the 
world. One obvious ground on which it did this, was by 
teaching os, That in the fight of Heswen, all mankind are 
equal. The fame efiedl might be*exfedked alfo from the ge¬ 
neral principles which it taught. Jts powerful influence, 
appeared to have done more in this refped, than all the an- 
^cient fyfiemsof philofophy; though even in them, in point 
’^of theory, we might trace great liMrality and coniideratkm 
for human rights. Where could be found finer fentiusents 
of liberty, tlvinin the works of Diemofifienes and Cicero? 
^Where fiioukl we meet with more bold aflferiiooi of the rig^s 
% of 
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of mankind, and the dimity of human natnr^ than in the 
hiftorians Tacitus and Thucydides? It was remarkable, hour* 
ever, that thefe great’ men Kq>t Haves in their hoafes, and 
permitted a whole order of Haves to ejctH in their country. 

He knew, indeed, that, what he had been afcribing to Chrif- 
tianity, feme imputed to the advances which philofophv had 
made. Each of the two parties took the merit to itfelf; the 
divine gave it to religion, the philofopher to philofophy. 

He Ihould not difpute with either of tliein; but as both co* 
veted the praife, why Hiould they not emulate each other, 
in promoting this improvement in the condition of the human 
racer 

Mr. Fox, having drawn his aigument, on the general quef* 
tion, to a cuncluHon, wifhed, he laid, to give an anfwer 
to an honouiahle Baronet over the way (Sir Archibald £d- 
roondilone) who had aHced, what was meant to be done by 
the honourable Mover, if tlie prefent ^ueHion for leave to 
bring in a bill Hiould be carried r Mr. tox faid, that he con¬ 
ceived tlie intention of the honourable Mover, undoubtedly 
was, to bring in a bill for aboIiHiitig the Have trade imme¬ 
diately; but that, the forms of the Houfe made it nec^Hary 
that the time Hiould be left in blank, and that the blank 
might be filled up, by naming any period of one, two, three, 
orfour years, as the Houfe might think expedient; fo that 
there was no reafon why the honourable Baronet, or any 
other gentleman, who objeiSled to fo immediate an abolition, 

Hiould not, in this iiiftaiice, vote with him. Mr. Fox paid 
feme compliments to the honourable gentleman who intro¬ 
duced the motion, faying, that he bad fully intended to 
make a motion, for leave to bring in a bill of the fame na¬ 
ture; but that he was extremely happy it had fallen into bet¬ 
ter hands. He declared, that the whole county, and indeed, 
the whole civilized world, muH rejoice, that iuch a bill had 
been moved for, not merely as a matter of humanity, but as 
an ad of mere juHice, and nothing elfe: fur he would put 
humanity wholly out of the cafe. He .nflicd, could it he call¬ 
ed humanity to forbear from committing muider? Exadly 
upon this ground did the prefent motion Hand, being Hridiy 
a dueHion of national juHice. 

Mr. Fox obferved that it could not be fuppofed, that he 
had been induced on the prefent occafion, to lend his aHiHance 
by any petfonal confiderations, and he aHured the filends to 
the abolition, that, in whatever fituation he might ever be, 
his warmeH efforts Hiould be uled in promoting the lame 
caufe. 

The Hrangers were ordered to withdraw. 

Mr. Stan^ faid, that he came into the Houfe purpofing Mr. 

vote againft the abolition, but that the impreflion made, Staalty. 

R r 2 both 
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both on hit nnderftanding and his (wlings, was fbch as ha 
could not refift; and he was now convinced, that the entire 
abolition of the fiave trade was called for equally by found 
polity and jufiice. He thought it right and fair to avow 
manfully this change in his opinions, in confequence of what 
he had heard. The abolition, he was fure, could not long 
fail to be carried: the arguments for it were, indeed, irrefift- 
ible. 

Mr. The honourable Mr. Ryder faid, he came to the Houfe, 
f^Jfder. exaAly in the circumftances of the honourable gentleman 
who had juft fpoken, but very much undecided on the fub- 
je&; that he, however, was lo ftrongly convinced by the 
arguments he had heard, that he was Income equally earned 
for the abolition, and would moft heartily give his vote for 
it. 


Mr. Mr. Smith (Member for Pontefraft) faid, that he (hould 
Smith, not trouble the Houfe at fo late an hour farther than to enter 
his proteft in the moft folemn manner he poiTibly could, 
againftthis trade, which he conftdered as contrary,to juftice, 
and moft difgraceful to the country. 

^ Wm. Sir Pf'illiam declared, be was not convinced by any 
thing that had palled at all to change his opinion; that he 
thought his own fide of the queftion was the Ude of true hu¬ 
manity; and he was as conlcientioully convinced of it, as it 
was poiiible for any man to be. 

Mr. Mr. Sumner declared himfelf againft the total, immediate, 
Sumner, and unqualified abolition, which he thought would wound at 
leaft the prejudices of the Weft Indians, and might do mif- 
chief; but a gradual abolition he Ihouldmurh wilh to fee. 
^j.Scott. Major Scott protelled that he could not poffibly give a 
illeiit vote on fo momentous a queftion, and particularly af* 
ter what had been faid of thofe who ftiould diftent from the 
motion. He affirmeil that there was no Member in the Houle 
who could give a more independent and honeft vote upon the 
queftion than himfelf. He had no fort of concern either in 
the African or Weft-India trade, farther than an acquaintance 
with many very refpedlahle Weft-India merchants, which 
could not poffibly bias his judgement. He had read the evi¬ 
dence with the utmoft care, and had heard all that had been 


faid upon it; but in the prefent alarming ftate of the finances 
of this country, he was clearly of opinion that it would be 
a moft dangerous experiment, indeed, to rifque any one part 
of our foreign commerce. As far as regulation could gO) 
be would heartily join, and was confident that the inquiries 
of the honourable gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) had produced 
inany very beneficial elieifts; but a total and immediate abo- 
jlitton of the Have trade ftruck him as a very dangerous ex- 
Mriownt* Let the trade be regulated^ and as population in* 
" creafe^ 
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creafe 4 ia the Weft Indies, the African trade weald ihidiAi ^ 

itfelf. ^ 

* Mr. Burke obfervcd, that he had, for a Jong thne, had his Ms.Barkf 
mind drawn to the flave trade; that he had even prc][»ated 
fome meafures for its regulations, conceiving the inim^iaie 
abolition of it (thoogh highly dadrable) to he then hardly a 
thing which could be hoped for : but when he found the no- 
nouralde mover was bringing forwaid t^ie prefent queftion, 
which he approved much more than his oan, he lira burnt 
his paper, and maJe an ofKsring of them, in honour of the 
propofition of the hone urable gentlem<in, much in the fame 
manner as we read that the curious boohs were offered up 
and burnt at the approach of the (rolpel. He rejoiced at the 
fubmifiiou to rcafon and argument which gentlemen, who 
came in with minds fomewhat prejudiced, had avowed on 
that day. T hey thereby told their conftituents, as they 
ought to udl them, that it was impoliibie tor them, if tent 
to hear difcuffton in the lloufe of Commons, tu avoid fur¬ 
rendering up their hearts and judgen cnis to the caufe in 
queftion, however tliey might ba\^ bten taught beforehand 
to come prejudiced aganili n. 

Mr.came into the Houfe, he f./ul, with an unim-Mr.Drake 
paffioned vacancy of head and heart, bur with ail h.s might 
he would oppofe the quellion We hail, hy want of tempe* 
ranee and of piudent condutff, loft America, 'llie IL>uie 
ihould hevva'c of being carrird away by the meteors they had 
beendaz/iled with. 'I he leadirs, it wa> tru% were fr the 
abolition; but the minor orators, the dwaifs, the pigmies, 
he tiufted, would this day carry the queftion againft them. 

The property of the Well Indians was at flake, and though 
men might be generous of theii* own property, they fhould 
not be fo with the piojjtrry of others. 

Loixl Sheffield r«prohated the overhearing language \shich Lord 
hnd been ufed hy ibme gentlemen towards others who diffc-ied Sheffield, 
in opinion from them, on a matter of fo great difficulty and 
fo much doubt ns this, and declared that it w'as not the way 
to convince him. He protefted againft a debate in which he 
could trace nothing like reafon, but, on the contrary, down¬ 
right phtenvy, laifed peihaps by the moft extraordinary elo¬ 
quence; yet he was farisfted he could at any other timede- 
monftiate that the abolition, as propofed, was impraAicable, 
and that the attempt would be produ^ive of the gieateft mif- 
chief. He denied Che right of the Biitifh Legiflature to pafs 
fuch a law. He turned to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and warned him, that the day on which the bill ftiould pafs 
into a law, would be the worft he had ever feen. It would 
'hDinper him more than his Spanifh or Ruffian war, or a war 

with 
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with all Europe inafianch as a civil war was more terrible 
than all other wars. 

Mr. AfiiWi declared, that he ad^ted all thole exprel&ons* 
agamll the Have trade, which weie thought fo harflt by the 
nnble Lord; and infinuated that his opinion had been turiio by 
his 'leing Member for Briflol. He quoted a pafl^ from Lotd 
Sheffield's pa nphlet. and infilled, that the reparation of fa¬ 
milies there complained of by the noble Lord, ought to af- 
fedl his mind as a crying evil in the Weft Indies, as well as 
in \frica, and that he ought, On his own grounds, as ftated 
in his pamphlet, to take the contrary fide of the queftion. 

Lord Sheffield replied, that his opinion had always been 
the fame, and that the honourable gentleman roifun^rftood 
what he had b*en reading. He wiffied the condition of the 
negroes in the Weft Indies to be meliorated at much as any 
man; but it muft be done with juftice and good fenle, and 
through the medium of the Weft>Indu Aflmblies, who alone 
could cairy it into efieift. 

The Houfe now divided; 

Noes * — 163 

Ayes * —- 88 

Majority againft the abolition - 75 
The Houfe adjourned. 

Wednefday^ 70 th /Spril, 

No material debate ocean ed. 

Thurfday^ 7 .\ft AfrtU 

The order of the day having been read for the re-commit- 
ment of the Quebec Bill, 

Ml. Mr. 5 i&rr/</»a obferved, that as, on the prefent occafion, 
8bcridan. the numliei of Members within the Houle was far from being 
confiderable, he trailed, that if the right honourable gentle¬ 
man abfolutely wiihed that the principles and legulations of 
the bill might become thefubje^ of examination and difeuf- 
fion, he would poftpone its confideration until a future and 
more convenient day. Indeed, the circumftance of his hav¬ 
ing fixed upon this day, immediately before the holidays, 
when the attendance of the Houfe was unofually thin, for 
the re-coramitment of the bill, had induced feveral Mem¬ 
bers to believe that it was not his ferious intention of bring¬ 
ing it on; and they had in confi^uence abfented themfelves, 
though they would otherwife willing have been prefent.-— 
There was another realon why the confideration of the bill 
ihould be put olF. The right honourable gentleman had, 
indeed, laid information upon the table, but he had not moved 
that it fliould be pi.nted; and certainly if he had intended 
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that this in&nnation ihoold haii« been pernfed, and cofifi* • 
dered by the Member^ he oaght to have made the motion. 

•Mr. Sheridan conceived that it flioiild now be printed, and 
the Eafter holidays would affiird Members an opportunity of 
taking it into coniideration, fo that they might be better pre* 
pared to ftate their opinions. There was Aiii another reafon 
why he confidered delay as neoeflary, not only to the Hoofi^ 
but to the right honourable gentleman. It was not till late¬ 
ly, he underftood, that the very perfons had not been con¬ 
futed in this buiinefs who were moft interefted, and lieftqua- 
lified to give information. It was certainly requilite, in 
forming any new fyftem of Government, to obtain the moft 
perfed acquaintance with all the particulars of the fituation 
of thofe who were to be governed, as Well as to pay the ut- 
moft attention to their opinions with n^ard to the nature of 
the regulations which ought to be adopt^. It might appear 
proper to confult thofe who were to be governed, before¬ 
hand, as it was certainly dehrable that every Government 
fhould meet the wifhes of its fubjefls. It was politic, as 
people were moft fenfible of their own wants, as they might 
be fuppofed to be acquainted with thecaofes from which they 
rofe, and qualified to point out the means of remedying 
them. By fome ftrange negle£l, however, the right honour¬ 
able gentleman had not communicated on tlie fubje^ with 
thofe very people from whom he was moft likely to have re¬ 
ceived information and aih ice. 

Mr. Chancelloi Pitt obferved, that there was no bill which Mr. Pku 
had, perhaps, met with lo little oppoiition, and been fo much 
delayed. It had already gone through a Committee, but on 
the motion of a right honourable gentleman he had again 
confented that it fhould be re committed, fo defirous was he 
that every objedlion fhould be removed, and the bill fliould 
undergo the moft full and candid difeuftion. He had yefter- 
day put oft the re-commitment. on account of the late debate 
of the former day, but had given notice of his intention of 
bringing it on this day, in the manner whicli he thought 
heft calculated to procure a foil attendance of the Houfe. If 
the attendance wat<iiot full, he hoped that it would not he 
deemed imputable to him. At the ftme time, having already 
confented to fo much delay, he felt it at laft incumbent on 
him to fliew himfelf (erious in the buftnefs, in order that he 
might not appear to trifle.. He fhould, therefore, infill that 
the re-commitment fhould take pl.ice to-day. As to the in¬ 
formation, it had now been laid a long time upon the table, 
without any motion having been made for its being printed. 

Ue fliould wifli to know what part of it had fuggeited to the 
honourable gentleman the neceftity of its nowCeing printed, 

•r 
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fli pondbetd Mitkfr qfaps&iaBC wUh «ildi 1 m ha^ hew fa late 
in cooins fbnmrd ? 

idr* S&eridMt iWiafked^ tint at to hn obje&aoat to the 
bilty the)r did not apply to any particalar regulatioiu ; they 
w^re fundamriitah they arera to the pnnciple of the bill it!> 
fell. 1 heinforitntioii which the right honourable gentleman 
hid not receivfd, tv. could net be ignorant of; it bad been 
offieied ; it that of the agent who had come oTtr with a , 
petition troin a moil reipc€lab)e body of Canada. After tins 
hill had tifen fo very long in agitation, and had occopied no 
lefs thin hve or fix years of the honourable gentleman ; after 
it had been fo repeatedly delayed, it certainly was a kind of 
duty to leteive the diicu&on of it for a fuller attendance. 

Vlr. Chjncellor Ptti faid, 'that it now appeared that the 
perfon wiiole information he had not received, w.is Mr. Ltm- 
burnei; but the Houfe would recoiled that his opinion had 
been delired to lie delivered in writing. It had likewife been 
pr nt d, but uhetiur it hod been laid on the table, or the 
Memhct^ h 11 cilled tor it, he could not tell. 

hJr Shnui&n contended, tiiat though what had now been 
( ittd w tru", yei Aill his aifiirticn had equal force, as Mr. 
L.inihnrn i was not cor fuited, nor his opinion called for, till 
the bill had (>een previouily framed. 

Mr PwLyi thought i. better t' at the re-commitment Ihould 
be ad|ouined. 

Ml Chii c llor P t* declared, that ftill if there was any 
gentleman on the o^h^r fide, vs ho (hould lay that he was not 
ready f *i t te dilcaih u, he ihould agree to put oiF the re¬ 
coin intment of the bi<I. 

Mr. Huffy wiihed that the coniideration of the bill might 

put off, if fucli dtlay would not prove injurious to the 
piofpeiiry of the pioviiice, or the interefls of His Majefty’s 

V ce 

Mr M» A, Taylor complained at this bufinefs had very 
impiojwrly been put upon the fioting of involving the con- 
fidcration of general principles of government, and the con- 
ftitutions of other countiies. L pon this ground, infinu- 
ations had been thrown upon gn^rmcn on this fide ot the 
Houfe. If fuch infinnations ihould again be attempted, be 
iliould C'nifidi r himfelf entitled to call to ordei. It was their 
bufinefs, in the prefent quefiion, to take the conilirution of 
the country as they found it, and equally to decline all ge¬ 
neral difcuifion and p^iticular refetence, uiiconnif£led witli 
the kihjeft. 

Mr. PsA faid, that having fubjeded hiinfelfjro fome im¬ 
putations, he was dsfirous to follow, rather thin lead, in the 
prefbnt hufindfs. He Iiad been colled upon for a declaration 
of principles. *1 he prefent queftion, indeed, he codfidered 
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he did not’lhe that an? ra$trence to ojdtiiont Of ibfe 

conftitqtionf of other eonntriei. He had taken ootafion fit- 
ouentl^ to mention the levolotlon of France and to expreft 
jiis opinion favourably to that revdation. Wheth^ in 
this inftance be was right or vcong, be ihould not determijne. 

In his on t'oe Government d Qttebec« which had given 
rife to imputation, he had made fome allofion, ^tly enough^ 
perhaps, to an intention of giving refuge in that province 
to the explodoj titles of Nomlity. Ind^d, whatever were 
his opinions, it was not difficult to find them out. And 
even his beft friends would not impute to him the virtue of 
any prudence with regard to concealing his fcnciments. He 
confidered the opinions of every public man as due to the 
Public, and as not to be withholJen from private confide^ 
rations. He haJ approved likewife of the conilitution of 
America, and indeed, in forming a Government for Canada, 
he confidered that we ought to have regard to the excellence 
of that political fyftem, adopted fo immejiitely in its neigh¬ 
bourhood. He had frankly declared, as he thought, that 
under the pretence of giving to Canada the Britifh conftitu- 
tion, we in r* ality gave them a conilitution eflentiaily difie- 
renty and by no means pofiefled of the fame privileges. 

Mr. Dundas faid, lie rofe to advert to an exprelfion that Hr. 
bad fallen fi» m an honourable gentleman. We were to take 
the conllitut on of this country as we found it* We were 
not to take it merely becaufe we haj found it, but becaufe we 
appioved it in preference to every other, and confidered it as 
the moll perfe^ which could be adopted. 

Mr. Ttft/cr jollified the expreffion by the authority of Mr. A« 
Blackllone, which in point of law, he faid, was at Icall equal Taylor, 
to that of the honourable* gentleman. 

Mr. Burkt obierved that there was nolliing which he could Mr.Burke 
more regret than any difierence of opinion; there was no* 
thing which deprelled him more. How mull he deplore any 
difference, with eloquence fo greatly fuperlor to his own, 
with abilities whofe force nothing could refill. Dear, how¬ 
ever, as was his friend, defirous as he was to avoid any diffe¬ 
rence, there was anotlier obje^ Hill dean r, of which he was 
ftill more defirous, the difclurgeof his duty. His opinions 
and principles were not unknown, and whenever the occafion 
Aould again prefent itfelf, he would not fiiqn to declare 
them. 

The re-commitment of the Quebec bill was adjoumevl to 
Friday, 6th May. 

Mr Hippejky remarked, that in the quellion which had Mr. 
juft been difpolM of, much had been faid of anticipation and Hippeflcy. 
retrofpe^. In what he had to ofter, he Ihould ftridlly con- 
'Vol,X5CIX. Ss fine 



tAlCLlAiSENTAftT' A. 1791. 

i$ii«himleIftoretForpe^, 9sb9 moft fisrionfly Hmmk froni 
uticipition on the fabjeft of onr eonteft in India. Somt 
yery important news had been receivedg and detailed in thf 
public pmts, particularly a letter from Colonel Floyd to 
Stnart» giving an account of an unfortunate check we 
had received from the army of Tippoo Sultan ] Mr. Hippeiley 
wiflied to hear fiom a right honourable gentleman whom he 
law in his place, and who was heft qualified to give infor- 
nation on the fubje^, whether this intelligence, fiated in 
the Morning Chronicle, was authentic, and fuch other in» 
formation as he might think confiftent with his candour to 
communicate. Mr. Hippefiey conceived the Houfe was 
Arid}y entitled to this communication from the right honour- 
able gentleman, as it had lately pledged their confiituents fo 
de»ly in the event of the war in India. 

On Mr. Hippfclley's fitting down, the Speaker obferved 
that he was not in order, not having followed what he had 
faid with any motion. 

Mr. Hjppefley replied, that it was not his intention to 
have madie any Ipecific motion, but merely to have drawn 
from the right honourable gentleman the neceflary informa> 
tion, whicli, he conceived, was not altogether inegular, but 
he was ready to move for a continuation of the correfiion- 
dence of our Government in India with leQiedlto the war 
with Tippoo Sultan. 

Haying apcoidingly made fuch amotion, and being fecond- 
ed hj My. Foy, 

'Mr. Mt* I^undas rofe, and exprefied his hopes, and almoft firm 

Djndas. I eltef (hat when the honourable gentleman Ihould have re- 
colledled fhat the cofrefpondenpe from India contained fuch 
information as might not prove altpgether proper to he made 
public at once, he would not peyfift lu his motion. The ac¬ 
counts received were, ceytainly not of the moft agreeable 
nature, but in the difpatches there might be intermixed with 
the prefent /late pf a^irs opinions refpedling the future pro¬ 
ceedings ; thefe might be intermixed with the account of 
what had happened; intimations of what was likely, though 
not certain, to be pyrfued in future; apd from this, and 
other reafons, which mu/l he obvious to the honourable gen¬ 
tleman, it was his dutv tooppofe the prefent motion. 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox contended that the prefent war in India was very 
different from any other war that ever had happened, and he 
would (late it in two points of view which particularly ought 
to regulate tire conda& of that Houfe ; the firfl; was, that 
they had already come to a vote of approbation of it; but 
this approbation only went to the commencement of the 
war, and therefore it remained dill to be determined whether 
they gave their approbation to the continuance of it. It was 

a war 
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a war left conneAed witii the rafpoofibility of tbe exeoitiff 
Government than «iy odier eoold be, betade the IMia 
Company was concerned. The next point which demanded 
attention, was the expence which muft neceflarily attvnd 
this war in India; an expence, as to tfw manner of deltmying 
which, that Houfe and the country were as yet ijporant. 

The expence of an armament or a war againft Rnma, they 
all knew mnft fall upon them and their conftituents, but 
hitherto, it had been a very di£fS»ent cafe with wars in India, 
and he wiihed to know from the right honoundile gentleman, 
at the head of the Indian Board, w^her in the budget which 
he was accuftomed to bring forward annually, and no doubt 
would foon lay before the Houfe, he meant to inform them 
how the expence was to be defrayed, whether India aBbrded 
the neceflary refources, or any demand was to be made upon 
that Houfe for tlieir affiftanceto continue a war, which 
however adverfe his opinion might be to it, had already the 
ianAion of a vote to approve the commencement of it* 

General Smith thought that the Minifters Ihould have pub> GcauJt 
liflicd a Gazette upon the receipt of the difpatches which they South, 
had received, that the country might afcertam the real ftate 
of fads. All his acquaintance had come to him anxious to 
know what information be bad received; and with r^ard to 
Colonel Floyd’s letter, which was in the Newfpaper^ it was 
nothing but a copy from the Calcutta Gazette. 

Mr. Dundas exprefled hit aftonUhment that the honour- Mr.Dua* 
able gentleman Ihould have cenfured Minifters for sot pub- 
liihing a Gazette; they certainly had not refufed to do it; 
but the truth was, that he received the difpatches in the 
country only yeft^ay forenoon, and came to town immedi¬ 
ately. Henad not yet been able to go through them all; 
but fo far M he had gone, he had feleded what bethought 
Snoft material to be publicly known, and fent that to the 
newfpapers, which he conceived to be the fpeedieft method 
of communication; publilhing a Gazette, therefore, in his 
mind, would have been premature. 

Mr. Hipp^if faid, that he did not mean at that time to Mr. 

S refs hit motion, but was ready to withdraw it. He made Bippefley 
; merely on the Speaker's fnggeftion in point of order, and 
was peitedlly fatished witfi the avowal of the right honour* 
able gentleman (Mr. Dundas), that Colonel Hoyd’s letter 
was the moft authentic and heft information which he could 
give to the Houfe. , 

Mr. Dundas named the 10th of May for his budget, and 
moved, 

lliat the papers refpeAtng the finances of the Eaft India 
^ Company he referred to &e Committee of the wbcdt 
** which was agreed to. 

Ss a The 
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adgoumed ^ th« cepd^ 

'ilia onler of the Hzj having been liacl for the ieiond read* 
ilia of Sierra l*eooe fiilJp 

Mr. Mr. Oafayw ben;ed leave to call to the recoUedion of the 
•tfcojue. fl^afe the drconmance of his having prefented a -petition 
fofne time ago from his conftitoent^ praying to be heard by 
cottnfeL agiunft the biJ!^ and as the Honfe would recoiled, 
alfo prefented two petitions againft it that day from moft re* 
^dable bodies, vis. from the mere! ants of London, and 
Komtbe j^frican Company* He obferved that he was not 
ready to be heard by counlel againft the bill in that ftage, 
sordid he know yet whether the petitioners would feel it ne* 
ceflary to be heard by counfel at all. That, he faid, would 
depend altogether upon the fort of anfwer which be might 
receive from the honourable gentleman who had introduced 
the biU; if that anfwer ihould not be fatisfadory, he ihould 
hope for the indulgence of the Houfe, and exped their per* 
miifiontolet the petitioners be then h^d by counfel on tlic 
report. Mr. Gafeoyne declared, that the principal objedion 
his cond:itttent5 and the other petitioners had to the bill was, 
that it tended to eftablijfh a fpeciet of monopoly. He ac* 
knowledged that be had himfelf heard without doors, that 
the bill had no fuch objed in view, but he would in a few 
words Hate the grounds on which fuch a fufpicion was enter* 
tained* If the bill gave the intended corporation an exclu* 
^ve right to the haroour of Sierra Leone, that would be a 
fort of monopoly, againft which he 0iould epntend. If the 
water which he underAood was now got for the fkips frofli a 
fpring within the circumference or trad of land, of thirty 
logues, which the Company meant to have endofed, was 
to w paid for by the fhips who wanted it, that he ihould 
tleeni a monopoly; or if, as the natives now brought their 
rice and comimities down to the ihips in .Sierra Leone har* 
hour, acrofs the trad intended to be inclofed, the natives 
were either obliged to go cireuitoully round, or pay for paf- 
iing ovef thenfual trad, ineitber cafe, he ihould contend 
againft It as a monopoly. Me then proceeded to date one 
or two other cafes, making altogether the general'outline of 
the groond on which the petitioners would hdd themfidves 
bound to conteft the bill as a monopoly. He alfo faid, that 
if the objed of the bill was to increafe the trade to the natives 
of Afrtep, that he conceigjS^ could be e£eded without a bill, 
tyr dhu trade had been longTiitfr made a free tra^ and thrown 
npun to all adventurers who ch^to enter upon He for- 
-iMr ftated that in the laft tteatT «f peace with Ffaoce wf 
^iSed places where the English ftiight not trade in Attica, 
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c6nr«^u6nTiy in all otheri not erpeetaily fOuhttfiA, ifh 
night trade without hitemi(i(tioo; Sterra Leones M faid» 
wai one of thefej^ therefore^ if atiy other perfons were re- 
ftri&ed from trading thei^ except ne newly intended com¬ 
pany, it would be an objectionable monopoly. Mr. Gaf- 
coyne concluded with repeating that if the honourable gen¬ 
tleman who brought in the hill, would contend that ir wai 
not a monopoly, and fupport his argument by proof, nei¬ 
ther his confiituents nor the other petitioners, he belteyed, 
would oppofe It. 

Mr. ^orntott in reply faid, that he had in fa<^ given an an- Mr. 
fwer to the honourable gentleman, when the fuhjed was Thorssel 
firil agitated within thofc walls. He could undertake to fay 
for himfelfy and fe behaved he could fay the fame for the 
other gentlemen concerned in the bill, that they meant not a 
monopoly; it would be better, however, if inftead of truft- 
iiig to any aiTertions, that he or any other individual might 
make oif the fubjeiSl, the honourable gentleman would look 
totliebill itfelf, as the chufes of it w'ould heft fhew what 
were its real ohjeClb. 1 he objc&ions Aated by the honour¬ 
able gentleman, Mr. Tliornton faid, went not againft tlie 
principle of the bill, but rather againll a particular claufe, 
which might even be left out without material injury to the 
bill. For his pait, be thought the claufe a ufeful and a pro¬ 
per claufe, and as fuch he (hould be ready to aigoe it at the 
£t time for its difcul&on. With regard to the nature of the 
hill, it was this, VIZ. that a number of gentlemen, of which 
there were already about one hundred iubfenbers, partly from 
public fpiiit and partly from a fpint of fpeculation, had em¬ 
barked a portion of their fortunes in a commerce for the na¬ 
tural produce of Afiica, und wiihing to extend that trade, 
they were defirousof fecuring themfelves from being refpon- 
lible with their whole foi tunes for more than the (hare of 
lodes they refiiedively took upon themfdves, by the pro¬ 
portion of their feveral fubfenptiens; and as to the iituatloa 
in which the other traders to Afi ica would be placed by tht 
operationof the bill, Mr. Ihointon declared, it would not 
be fo bad as the honourable gentleman feemed to imagine; 
becaufe all the length of traCl; the gentlemen concerned wiihed 
to enclofe, was only about thirty miles, and not thirty 
leagues as had been erroneoully dated, along one iide of th« 
river Sierra Leone, and all the other fide, which was equal¬ 
ly well calculated for landing and Hupping goods, and wWh 
had the fame water near it, and every other convenkney, 
would remain perfedly free for other traders. Mr* Thprn- 
ton faid the attempt i» the gentlemen to extend thb tirade to 
Africa, appeared to him to be not only warrantable, but laud¬ 
able and worthy encouragement; and uiilefs it wai meant 
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HMklKit tlie flaire trade iliQuld be earned oi;i «dth 
^Africa to any extent, he conU not Ink perfaade himielf that 
tlM Hotiie would fee the objedof the bill in its true light, 
and give fo iaudable an attempt as that of the gmitlemen con- 
eemed every necedary and proper encouragement. 

Mr« Mr. faw clearly, he laid, that there were between 

tfhdeeyae. the gentlemen concerned in the bill and the petitioners cer¬ 
tain points on which the^ were likely to dtder; one of thefe 
'was, that he did not believe the traa propofcd to he enclofed 
was at present in poiDlIion of the King of Great Britain; he 
Ihould hope, therefore, that the petitioaeis might be permit- 
ttd to be heard on the report. 

The bill was then read a fecond time and committed for tho 
next day. 

General Smitli moved, that Lord Cornwallis's commiflton, 
as Governor General in India, might be read. 'I'he fame 
having been read accordingly, 

Mr. Mr. Dundas obferved, tliat as the fubjedl was of material 
Diwdai. Importance, and required conilderatioii before he could fay 
whether he could agree or muft differ with the honourable 
General^ if the honouiable General would confent to put it 
off till the next day, he would prepare himfelf either to agree 
with the motion, or to ftate his reafons for dilTering ^om 
it, ihould the latter appear to him to be his duty. 

General General Smith faid, he had no objeiSl in view but the pub- 
Smith, lie good, and therefore, as it was more advifeable that the 
executive Government of the country fliould take the lead 
an the buffnefs, he had nat the fmalleft objeiSlion to comply 
with the right honourable gentleman's requeft. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Wednefdajy May. 

Ko material debate occurred. 

Thurjday^ ^th May^ 

Nothing material. 

Friday, ^th May, 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into aCommittee on the Quebec 
Bill, Mr. Hobart in the chair. 

When the Chairman put tlie queftion, that the claufes of 
the bill be read paragraph by paragraph, 
r.Bttihe might be a queftion wlsether the Cimir- 

maa fliould be direfled to leave the chair, or whether ^ bill 
ihonl4’'be debated claule by claufe. He fhould, therefor^ 
fpcak tb the general principle. The Houfe, by the bill, was 
, goin# |o do a high and important ad; to appoint a Legifla- 
turejera diftant people and to affinn a legal authority is 



iffeify to (ncercTfe tliit puWMK Tlio firft eottfilnMAMl 
^en was, dM competency or tfieompeCericy of the Hoafe nt 
•ido fuch an ; for if it waa not competenCf the oeneficence 
of the intention^ or the goodnefs of the conftitotion they^ 
were to give, would avail nothing. A body of rigbct, 
Comhionly called the righta of man, imported from a neigh¬ 
bouring country, waa lately fet up by Come perfona in thia, 
as paramount to all other righta. Th'is new code waa— 
“ Thar all men are by nature fme, equal in lefpeft of righta, 
and continue fo in fociety ” If this code were admitted, 
then the power of the Houfe could extend uo farther than to 
call together all the inhabitants of Canada, and recommend 
to them the free clioice of a coiiftitutioii for themiiAves.— 
On what then was this Houfe to found its competence 2 
There uas another code on which men in all age>> had a&cd, 
viz. the Law of Nations, and on this c«dehe thought the 
competpuce of the Houfe muft reft. T his Country had ae- 
i^uired the i>ower i f legiHating for Canada by right of con- 
queft; and in virtue of that right, all the rights and dutiet 
of the old Cjovernment had devolved on us. In the (econj^ 
place, came the right hy the refhon of the old Government; 
find in the third, the right ot poflellion, which we had held 
tor about thirty years. All thefe, according to the law of 
nations, enabled os to legiflate for the people of Canada, 
bound us to afford them an equitable government, and them 
to allegiance. Setting :iGde then the doArine of the fights 
of men, which was never, preached any where without mif- 
chief^ the Houfe was bound to gtve to the people of Canada 
the heft governnvent that their local fituation and tlieir con- 
ne£lion with this country would admit. How was this to 
be done ^ He could not refer to the experience of old go¬ 
vernments, for that was exploded by the academies of Paris 
and the clubs of London, who faw too much by the light of 
their new lantern to have recourie to any other. The gieat 
examples to he confidered, were the coniiitutions of America, 
of Fiance, and of Great Britain. To that of America great 
attention, no doubt, was due, becauie it was of importance 
that the people of Canada ihould have nothing to envy in 
the conftitution of a country fo near to their own. Situation 
and circumftances were firft to be confidered —Non nubi res 
fed rebus me Jubnimere cotter. They were not to imitate tlvS 
examples of countries that had difregarded ciicumftances, 
toth afunder the bonds of fociety, and even the ties of nature* 
}n the local fituation, was there any thing to give a farefe- 
retice to the American conftitution, or in the habits of the 
people ? Part of the province was inhabited chiefly hy perfima 
who had migrated from the United States. Tliefe men had 
fled from the hleifings of American govemmeitt, and there 
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Mufito Qf eBBi$grat1oB not coQiie&e4 with Governt^nt, fuch ai 
a tiMkce fertile foil, or more ^nial climate; but they haul for* 
faken ell the odwmtages of a more fertile foil, and inore 
foothern latitude, for the bleak and barren regions o^ Canada. 
There was no danger of their being fo much fliocked by the 
introduiSlibii of the Britilh conftitution, as to return. The 
people of America had, he believed, formed a conftitution as 
well adapted to their circomBances as they could. But, 
compared with the French, they had a certain quantity of 
phlegm of old Englllh good nature, that fitted them better 
loro republican Government. '1 hey had alfo a lepublican 
edocatl^: their former internal Government was republican, 
and the principles and vices of it were reftrained by the bene¬ 
ficence of an over-ruling Monarchy in this country. The 
formation of their conftitution was preceded by a long war, 
in the courfe of which, hy military difeipline, they learned 
order, fobmilSon to command, and a regard for gi eat men, 
Tliey learned what, if it was allowable in fo enlightened an 
as the prefent to allude to antiquity, a King of Sparta 
had laid was the great wildoin to be learned in bis country—* 
to command and to obey. They were trained to govern¬ 
ment by war, not by plots, rouiders, and aftaflinations. In 
the next pla^ they had not the materials of monarchy or 
nriftocracy among them. They did not, however, fet up 
the abfurdity that the nation Ihould govern the nation ; that 
Prince Prettyman fhould govern Prince Prettyman ; hut 
formed their government, as near as they could, according 
to the model of the Britifh conftitution. Yet he did not 
fay, give this conftitution to a Britifh colony, becauie if the 
« nitation of the Britifh conftttutton was fo good, why not 
give tham the thing itfelf; as he who profefted to ftng like a 
nightingale, was told by the perfon to whom he offered his 
talents that he could hd^ir the nightingale herlelf. Hence 
he thought the greater number of inhabitants of thacdefcrip- 
tion, would have no objedlion to the Biitifh conftitution; 
and t1|e Britifh inhabitants were probably not fo much cor¬ 
rupted hy the clubs of London, and the academies of Paris, 
a«rto think anv fonn of government preferable to an old one. 
The ancient Can idians were next to be confidered, and being 
ihe moft numerous, they were entitled to the greateft atten- 
ci<m. Were we to give them the French conftitution—a 
cpnftstution founded on principles diametrically oppofite to 
tO'iNirs, that could not affimilate with it in a ftngle point; 
atilifterent from it as wifdom from folly, a« vice from virtue, 
av^lhp moft oppoffte extremes in nature—a conftitution found** 
what was called the rights of in in ^ But let this con- 
Ititudon be examined by its praflical in the French 
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Weft-India colonies. The(e» notwlthftanding three di(^ 
ii(irv.us wars, were moft happy and fioarifhing till they 
heard of the rights of men. As foon as this lyftem arrived 
among them. Pandora’s box, leplete with every mortal 
evih leemed to fly open ; hell itfelf to yawn, and every 
da*tpon ( f niifchief to overipread the face ot the earth. Blacks 
Toie ag.unfl whites, whites ag.nnfl; blacks, and each agninft 
lonr nnuthiT in murderous hoflility; luhordination was dc- 
ilroycd, the bonds of fociety torn afunder, and each man 
fteiued to thiril for the blood of his neighbour; 

“ Black fpirits and white, 

Blue fpirits and gray, 

Mingle, mingle, mingle.” 

All was toil and trouble, chfeord rnd blood, from themoment 
that this dudhine was promulgated among them ; and he ve* 
rilv helu vt d, tli.it v\ licit vet the rights of men were preached, 
fuch eru had bc«.n and ever would be the confequences.'— 

1’rar.ee, who had gereioufly fent them the precious gift of 
the rights of men, did not like this image of herfelf refledled 
in liei child, and ient out a body of troop'., well feafoned too 
with the lights of men, to rellore oidcr and obedience. 

'1 hele troops, as foon as they arrived, inllrufted as they 
were in the piinciple of government, felt therofelvcs bound 
to become parties in the general rebellion, and like mod of 
then brethicn at home, began afleriing their rights by cut¬ 
ting off the head of their (lereral. Mr. Burke read the late 
accounts from St. Domingo, delivered to the National Af- 
iciubly, and added, that by w'ay of equivalent for this infor- 
nia.ion, M. Barnave announced the return of the Members 
ct the hue Colonial Aflembly to the true principles of the 
conflituiion '1 he Membcrs of an Affemldy no longer in 
exiflence had bequeathed tlieir return to the principles of the 
conflilution as their lad and deed as a body, and this 
was an equivalent for all the horrors occafioned by troops 
joining in a rebellion which they were fent to quell. Ought 
thi'< example to induce us to fend to our colonies a cargo of . 
the lights of men ? As foon would he fend them a bale of in- 
ft'^led cotton fiom Marieilles. If we had fo little regard for 
any of our c.'lonies, as to give them that, for th fake of an 
experiment, which we would not take to ourfelves,—if 
we were for pcttculum in cot pore vilif let think how it 
would opcr.itv at home Let us confider the effedts of the 
French conditution on Fnance, a conltitu<ion on which he 
looked not with approbation but with horror, as involving^ 
eveiy ptinciple to be detefled, and pregnant with every (»n- 
fec]uenct to be dreaded and abominated, and the ufe wnich 
they propofed to make of it. They had told us themfelves, 
VoL. XXIX. T t and 
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and t’leir parti/ans in this country, the Revolution and the 
UiiiCdrian Socities, had told us, that they had eredled a great 
monument for the inilrudlion of mankind. This was cer¬ 
tainly done, not without a view to imitation. Let fee 
what we weie to he called on to imitate; what were the Jail 
a£ls of the contrivers of thK glorious foim of Gov eminent. 
There were htie no doubts oi llu’ fat^s, foithry were related 
by the authors; and there wen* cafes in whicli the faliell of 
men migb^ he believed, namely, when they gave a tine 
chara'tici of rhemfelves. When they had got a conliitution, 
moulded according to the newefl pattern of the rights of man; 
wiien they had get a King, who was every thing in name, 
and nothing 1:1 Pwality, ow r wdio n, as a State prifoner, the 
Marquis de la Fa* t'e, the chief jailer of Pans, mounted 
guard : he wa* defitcnsof taking a little frefh an, and a I tile 
recreation in the c^i nt’;, .tiid t it y grained h.ni a day rule 
to go five lyiili s fr m Pans But tlu-n no Il^dt.i.g, as it is 
the quality of the riglits of men never to be lernre, lliat this 
temporal V leleafe ftoni inipiifonment might atojtd tlie mrans 
ofelcape, thty fuitounoid bis carriage, commanded Imn to 
flop, and one of the grenadiers of his faithful and loyal body¬ 
guard prefented his bayonci tc the bieail of the fore 
horf g - — ■ 

Mr.Baker Mr. ^aAcrhere calltd'r. Bi’ik» to cider. He faid lit* 
hid fat many ytais in Jr'ar]l.’mcl'^ . nd no man entntained a 
higher opinion of llie iMlegr-.\ .n.i' dnlities of the right ho¬ 
nourable gunileman than he did. i-is eloqinnce was great, 
and his powers, on rni.vv occafiMns, had het'n iriefiflihle. 
His abilities might enable h Ml to invoh e the Idouie in uii- 
iieceflary altucation: this, ,>eili.ips, the right honouiahle 
gentleman migl t dounwitiii rly f'li othris, and not to lerve 
any purpofeot hr. own; I'e 1 iinJuf, pet haps, might he the 
unwilling ipftrumcnt, and might involve the couiitiy itfelf 
ill a contefl with anothei isation; ha could nc't, therefoie, fit 
Uny longer, without call.ng him to order; and he fhould infill 
upon every perfon adheiwig to tlio queflion, and that the 
Clraimian ftate what the queftion beh^ie the Committee waS. 
He faid he had no ubjedlion, on any occalion, when quefli..ns 
of this fort came properly before the Hotife, fairly and fully, 
openly and explicitly, to flate his opinion. Hehadcaihil 
the riglit honourable gentleman to older, merely for the lake 
of the Houfe, and of the peace of the counti y; and he had 
a riglit to fay. that the tight honouiahle gentleman’s condudl 
wastnconliftsnt with the order of debate, and the regularity 
of the proceedings of th.ir Houfe. 

ThItChairman Bated that thequcllion hefoic the Commit¬ 
tee was, whether the claufes of the Quebec bill fliopld he 
Head paragraph by paragiaph. 

Mr. 
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Mr Fex now rofe and faid, that he conceived his r!g;ht Mr.Pos* 
Ikonourahle fiiend could hardly be fatd ro be out of order. 

It (eemed that this was a day of privil ge, whtn any body 
might Aand u'^t leitjl bis mark, and abufe any goveili¬ 
cit nt he pkaled, wl *her it had any refertnce or not to the 
point 111 qn llion. Althoufrh no body had faid a word on 
the fuhj'*tt of the I r^Mch revolution, his light honouiable 
tiiend hid gotten up <m 1 jbufed that event. He might have 
tieated tlit Ciiiitoo govern* tent, or that of China, cr the 
govt nunc, lit of Turkey, oriht laws of Confucius, procifely 
11 the lull' tnannei, aid with equal appoliteneis to the 
quediu.i hvtore the Ho ie. I'very gentleman had a right 
lint day to abule the gov,-in*Tmit of eveiy country as much 
as he p’eafed, me’ mi as gro.* teiins as he thought pr per, or 
any government, t.ihei aiitient or modern, with his r ght 
hotiouiahle fiieiid. 

Mr. replied »hit, the honouiihk gentleman's cen- Mi. 

clufioii was very dl dnwn trem hu ni'nuics. If he was Burke, 
diloidtrly he w.\s io. y for it. His r ght honourable friend 
had alio .leculed hi in of ahuhog governments in very grofs 
teim^. He cc i reived lus rig^tt honou ahleiiiend meant to 
abufe lum n unqiialihed terms He had cahed him to an 
account for tlie decency and piopiiety of lus exprellionS. 

^Ir. Jlurke laid he had hc^ii scculed of creating difiention 
among nations. He iievei thought the National AiTemhly 
was imitated to wdl as in the debate then going on. M. 

Ca/ales could never utter a flngle ientcnce 111 that Allemhly 
witliour a I oar. 

Mr M, A Ta)hr fpoke to Older. He th ught the dif- Mr, M, 
cufllon was cann'd forward fo no good puipoft He fid, A. Tay- 
lie revered and lefpeiTid the ch ira^^ei of his litend. T hev lor. 
came to argue the quell ion on the Qut'er h 11 ; they were 
not difcufling the Lnglifli cnnditutioii, hut whethei, in 
fa**!, they ought to give the biitini conlhtutioii to Canal 1; 
and if they ought to give it, whethi r the ei lent bill gi/e it. 
Whenhefhould be permitted to give lus o.niiion, he Ihouid 
endeavour to Ihewthat the hill did not give uir ci'iiibtution 
to that countiv. He laid, he mu^^ iniiir on the lule of 
order. T hey were then dilculling whethei it would he right 
to give Canada our own conllituti m; and lecondly, if it 
were right to give it, whether thu hill ind given it. 

Mr. lubmitted to the Conunit ce whether he was Mr 

or was not m 01 tier. The quelfion was, whether the bill Burke, 
was then to h* lead paiagraph paragraph. It was in % 
fair way in leaiuning to fee what expeiiments had been made 
in othei vountiies. His right honouiable friend had faid that 
no body had the leail id(M of horro.v ng any thing of the 
French levolution ni the hill. M . Lurkc aflel how htw 
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riglit honourable fnend knew that? For any thinje he Liicur, 
he, (Mu Burke) himtelf, might mean to mfert mme claule. 
If he were to be flopped, he afked, why was it not in the 
beginning, and before he had fully declared the French re¬ 
volution to be the work of folly and not of wildom^ It was 
the work of vice and not of virtue. If the Committee wou’d 
peimit him to go on, he fhould endeavoui to meet the moll 
captious ideas ot Older. He declared he would not fulTer 
fntnd nor foe to come between his alTeition and his ar¬ 
gument, and thereby to make him a lailer. His hoiiout- 
abie friend had faid that, although he did not do it himulf, 
he was probably, though unwittingly, the inflrumtnt of 
fome other peo(de\ fully. He dtcUied, he had qot brought 
forward this bufinels imm any views ot his own. If thty 
did not luller the affair to be dilcuffld, if they fhewed a re- 
ludlance to it --. . 

Mr. Here Mu yoA» called Mr. Burke to order, and faid, 
St, John, the difcuffion could not be brought forw.ird with any re¬ 
gard to order. He really afked it as a favour ot his right 
honourable friend, that he would fix a day on which he 
would bring on the difcuffion of the French conffitution. 
He laid he knew the Englilh conffitution; he admired it; he 
daily felt the blelfings of it. He fh uid be extremely forty 
if any perfon in England fhould endeavour to perfui^e any 
man, or body of men, to alter the conffitution of the coun- 
ti y. If his right honourable friend liad made the 1 rench 
levolutton the iubjedl of a difiindl diicuffion, that would be 
bunging it on in a fair way. If his fiiend felt the miichiefs 
of th 1 rench conffitution as applicable to the Enghfh con¬ 
ffitution, let him appoint a day fot that difcuffion. This he 
requefted of bis right honourable fiiend as a particular fa¬ 
vour 

'’Mr. ' Mu Mart n was of opinion that the right honoutable gen- 

Marun. tleman (Mr. Burke) was not irtegular in Ipeaking ot the 
h rench conffitution. He h id formerly heard a right honour¬ 
able gentleman fay, that the public had a right to the ienti- 
ments of {uMic men on public meafures, and therefoie he 
hoped the right honourable gentleman would be permitted 
to go on. 


lyif. Mr. Burle in reply faid, he meant to take the fenfe of the 
'Burke. Committee, whether 01 not he was in order. He declared 
he had not made any reflcifiion, nor did he mean any, on 
any one gentleman wliatever. He was as fully convinced is 
be could be, that no one gentleman in that Houle wanted to 
alter the conffirurion of bigland. The reafon why, on the 
fi<ff Fogolar opportunity that prefented itfelf, he was aiixious 
VO hit refleSiions on the fubjefl, was, becaufe it was a 
matter of great public concern^ and occaflon calLd fot his 

ubiei 
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•obfcrvAt ton's. As long ai they held to the conAitution he 
fKouUl think It his duty to «rith them; but he would not 
be. the Have of any whim that niig^t ante. On the contra¬ 
ry) he thought it his dutv not to give any coiinten nice to 
certain dodlrines w’ ich weie foi»po<t d to eaill m his counMy, 
and which w»»re intended fu uhmentally to Jubverl the con- 
Aitution. They ought to conlider well what th'^y were 
doing* 

Here there was a loud cill of Order!—Oidei’—aiulGo 
on!—(>o on! 

Mr f.iid, there wa< fnch an ethufiifm for ouh lint 

It was iioi eify to g > on but he wa^ going t) A ire wnit the 
refult ot th* I unth cin liumion p itei'lLd »\ is and to ili w 
tin# we ought not to auopt the pupciples it lie might 
be aiked) whv iUte it, a)i‘i no nni m iiu to aiiei the 
Englilh cenlhtunon'' Why .nilt. aiiinnlitu wh t none ex- 
ifted? And why tnleivour to il*r up i ilGons where all was 
^uut bifjre^ He >.0 tcAnt a .h 1 g nn.lit be ordeily, and 
yet that it might be vei> imprOj* i tu diicufs it. Wa' there 
any rcalon for do 1 j, ♦his, <r did they think the countiy 
was m danger 1 <lt «(d he was leidy to anfwer that 
quefhon. He was per< fliy convinci-d tint time was no 
immediate danger. Fe behoved the body of rhe country 
WaS |xnft#lly found, altiiough attempts were made to take 
the coiiAituticn from then heads by abfurd theoius. He 
himly believed the Iinglilh conllitution was enthroned in the 
adedlions ot their bofoms; that they cheriAied it as a part 
of their nature; and that it was as infep-irable from hiigliih- 
inen, as their fouls and their bodies-. Some MniAers and 
others had, at times, aoprehended danger, even fiom a mi- 
noiity; an I hiilorv had ihewn that 111 this way a conftitu- 
tion had been ovti tump'd. I he queAion, he faid, would be, 
what had they tu do with the French conAitution^ 7 hey 
had no right to have recouile to the proceedings of the Na¬ 
tional Afftmbly, becaufo the government of this country had 
not yet recognized it. If thev had, they would lllence him. 
If therrench revoiutioniAs were to mind their own a£Faiis, 
and had (hewn no inclination to go abroad and to make pro- 
felytes in other countries, Mr. Buike declared, thit neither 
lie for one (hould have thought, nor any other Membei of 
the Houfe, had any right to meddle with th .n If they 
were not as much difpofed to gun proftlyies as Lewis 
XlVth had been to make conqueft, he (hould have thought 
It very improper and indilcieet to have touched on the lub- 
)ed. He would quote the National AAembly itlelf, and 
a correfpondeiit of his at Paris, who had declared that he 
appeared as the ainbaiTador of the whole human race.— 

I Mr. 
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Mr* An- J^ffifiruther interrupting Mr« Burke* here fpoke to 

ftiiitlttr. order. He faid» his right honourable friend had tranl^refflid 
fomething of what be locked upon to be the liounds of order 
in that Houfe. It was a rule of order for Members to con¬ 
iine themfelves to the queftion in drbate. When he ilated 
this, he begged it to be underflood, that if any minority in 
the country had any intern ions to alter the conflUutiop, 
there was no man more ready to take ilrong and decided 
ineafures to check that minority, and to crufh that fpirit 
then be fhould be~- 

Ctdoad Here Colonel Phipps called* Mr. Auflmther to order, and 
iphipps. faid, that a declaration of his attachment to the conilitution, 
or of his gallantry in defence of it* was as much out of 
order as the right honourable gentleman, whom he was 
calling to order. 

Mr. An> M.U Jujit uther replied, that if the honourable gentleman 
Aruther. had condefcendevl to hear him out, liefore he had called him 
to order, he would have faved himfelf fome trouble. The 
honourable gentleman would recollect, that he had faid he 
had heard of a defigii in this counti y to overturn the confli- 
tution. If fuch a defign really exilled, it was the doty of 
the right honourable gentleman, who had Hated it, to bring 
forward fome fpeciiic me.tfure on the fuhjcdl. It was difor- 
derly in the right honourable gentleman to thrufl that into 
a deba*^e on the Quebec bill If fuch a defign really exifled, 
it could not be debated on that day confiflently vi ith regu- 
krity. The queflion before the Committee was, whether 
the bill fhould be rciid paiagraph by paiagraph. The right 
honourable gentleman had faid, how did gentlemen know 
but that fomebody, peihups that right honourable gentle* 
man himfelf, n^eant to propofe fomething of the French re¬ 
volution in the bilL Let them flop then till a clauie or 
claufes of that fort were propofed, let them be filcnt till 
fomething like the principles of the French coiiflitution ap¬ 
peared in the bill, and then any gentleman would have a 
right to argue the fubjedl: but till then all the debate was 
foreign to the qneflion. He fhrnild fay nothing to the dan¬ 
ger, how far it uras proper, how far it was decent, bow far 
it was prudent, and how far it was wile. Gentlemen were 
difcufling the French conHitution without any queflion be¬ 
fore them. The queilion was the Quebec conflituti ii. 
The principle of the Quebec bill, if it had anv principle, 
was fomething like the Englilh conflicution. The f'rench 
conilitution, for any thing we knew, might be good for 
them, and might be bad for us. It was neither fit nor pru¬ 
dent that that fhould be made a queftion of dilcuflion in Par¬ 
liament. If any intentiou exilled in any pan of the coun¬ 
try to .ntroduco tlie conilitution of I'to^ice, it fhould not be 

coufi- 
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conlidered under the Quebec bill, but they fliould appoint a 
day for taking the fubjeiSl into coii(ldci.\<'ion to lloj^ crulh, 
and quell any machination of that fort, il any fuch exiiled 
in any minoiity. < 

Mr. Burke laid, an^objeflion had l>een taken againA ar-' Mr. 
guing the bulinefs on the ground, that although it m ght be Buikc. 
in order, yet the difcullion of it might be attended with 
mifchievous cotifequcnces. If fome gwKl were not to Ire ob¬ 
tained by it, he admitted, it might bt cr-nfutable to atgue it, 
and prudence he owned was a very ufeful quality, and a part 
of every man’s duty to his country. He faid, he had for¬ 
merly obferved, in the courfe of tins moil i 1 regular deb ite, 

’that the holy of the country was yet untainted with this 
Trench malady—The Hoo e (miled at the exprellrm, and 
Mr. lluike ol)feive'', that there might be fome ullulion which 
might not he lo prop-r. He hoped iheie was a very httle 
minority indeed out of doois, who weie dilafiefted with tho^ 

Lnglifh crnilitution, and who wifhed to put the country out 
of love with it, by ciuleavoun g to lill them with adinira* 
tion for another.—He was all fd why he did not come for- 
w’ard with this hnrinefb as a diltm^t fubjctl? He laid, before 
he did that, it would bt* pr.pcr fiift to know what lupport 
he was likely to base. He mull J.novv how government llood 
aflVcled to the bulinefs, .md alfo how the other lide of the 
Houle Iik'»d it. He had fat fix and twenty ve.iis in that 
Houfo, and h«d never called any man to order ip bis hte. 

This being a iiuellion of piudence, h** thought it was the 
pait of a wife man .m I good citiven latlitT lo tii ''*ountenance 
the ine.ifuie, and to a Imoiiiih thcle, who entertain 

fuch defigns, ot tlicir danger, than to come itrmt 'ta tl' 10 the 
knife He knew rime w.'s a Jevny n.'^iui.il to infill md; 
but when liny were alaiuiLd, they iv -ht u oHeft -m- 
fclves, and coriedl tl’ofe ’hiUj,'. winci. l.e <’iouid be for;) if 
the law were to contift tor thttii. 

j^Heio there was a loud ciy of “Cliiir! Chair!” and of 
“hear! Hear'”j 

Mr. AuAruther iiiteriupted Mr. Burke, and fpoke again 
to (idei. 

Colonel P/z/ppi immediately called Mi. Auflriuher to or- ColUnel 
der, conceiving that the light honouiable guitleman was ?bip^>t. 
not out of order, in as much as he had a light to irtroduce 
into the debate every topic that was at all applicable to the 
quelhon. 

Mr. Fox faid, he flill entertained the opinion that he had Mr. Fox. 
Aated originally, and he had bcfcrc fpoken teriouily and not 
ironically. He thought his light honourable friend bad a 
right to enter into the conAitution of France* becaufe he had 
a right to enter into the conAuution of Tuikcy, or into 

that 
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thit of tHe Genfoo goveminent) vpon juft the fame ptind- 
But It had been olual when pr'Hons had gone into a 
qoeftio^ to ftate which fide oi a c|ueftiQn they meant to 
maintain. He cuntefied he did not know to what fide of tfie 
queftion to apply what had been iaA). He did not know 
whether his right hononiablc friend was for or rtgainll 
reading the claufes paragiaph by pimgiaph. He wiihed he 
would fa our the Committee with the reut n« winch mdure 4 l 9 
him to think tlie bill ihould be read paragiaph by paragr iph 
or not. 

^ Mr.Gicy, Mr. Gr^ faid, it was certainly true, that when a govern¬ 
ment was to be provided, firnSllv Ipeaking, he underfto<'d 
that any Member had a right to fupjioit any foimot go¬ 
vernment, or to ftiew the e\il tendeiuy of aiM*iher(yfi m 
which h.id been recommend d by othe*-s. Vet he thought 
hi» right honouial ie fiiend hid precluded himteif fiom that 
by Hating the view and purpofe for winch he brought fir- 
waid that meafure. He had (aid he did not believe there 
was a man m that HouH who wilhcd to alter the confiitu- 
tion; and Mr. (irey beneved his right honourahl friend was 
peife£Uy ilncere in that idea; upon wliai ground then, and 
upon what principle was it necefifary to go ifito the t reiich 
conftitution if Recaufe the right honourable gentleman knew 
a defign exified fomewhere to overturn tl e fun amental 
principles of our conftituMon. 1 he right honourable gen¬ 
tleman bad repeatedly declated, that he kntw furh a delign 
exifted. Now, if this wa*- hi$ ground, Mr. Grey wifht J to 
appeal to the right honouiable gentleman himfelf, and to the 
Committee, whether that bufint-is ought o lie difcoif.d oq 
the Canada bill; and whether that was a fit moment for luch 
a difeuifion ? It was a duty which that i ight honourable gen- « 
tleroan owed to his country, to dilcover that d^lign; and if 
any perlon was more called upon than another, to wi(h 'hit 
the difcuHion iliould be ferioufly tiken up, it was the right 
honourable gentlema 1 oppofire to him (Mr. Pitt), who was 
bound to watch over the interefts of the country, ai>d to 
take cate that no fuch defign Ihould be (.arneii nto effect, 
and therefore Mr. Cirev hoped that the right Honourable 
gentleman woul ’ unite with him m req efling his right ho¬ 
nourable friend to drop this bofinefs on the Canada hill, 
and to make a direiSf charge with all that gravity which *he 
moil fen us mode of frnn would allow, for nringing it 
with due folemnity before the Houle. 

» Mr* Pitt. ^h^ncellor Pitt hoped the honourahl- gen‘Ieman 

‘ would not call on him to give him an anfwer riii he could do 
it confidently with order. He doubted whetluT what 1 id 
juft neen delivered by tlie honour ihle gentlema • was a ipeech 
in order; andnnlefs fome queftion had been moved or 1 tder 

made 
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4nade to Hop the right honourable gentleman, he he 
could* give no anfwer without being guilty of an urregula* 
ritv. ^ 

Mr. Grey faid it was not his cuAom to call for an anAeer Mr. 
from the right honourable gentleman when he was precluded Grey, 
from giving that anfwer. He repeated it, that if any mem¬ 
ber knew of a d fign exiAing to overturn the conftitution of 
tlie country, it was the duty of that member to bring it for¬ 
ward ; and he requefted the right hou^durable gentleman to 
unite with him in intreating his right honourable friend to 
put an end to a difcuiEon which could not then, with pro¬ 
priety, come before the Houle. He therefore again called 
on the right honourable gentleman to adopt thp mode of nam¬ 
ing a day wlien he might bring forward the lubjeA properly, 
and have it regularly difcufled. 

Mr. Sheridan made the fame application to the right ho- Mr. 
nourable gentleman oppofite to him, (Mr. Pitt), hie was Sheridan, 
extremely glad, he faid, to And that right honoutable gentle¬ 
man had profelled hrmle’f an advocate for order. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt called Mr. Sheridan to order. He Mr. Pitt, 
fubmitted it, to the Committee, whether, when the queAion 
W.IS with refpedl to the order or diforder of the right honour¬ 
able gentleman, the honourable gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) 
had a right to digrefs from that queAion ? 

Mr. Sheridan faid the right honourable gentleman, who Mr. 
was out of order, fpoke to order. He faid if there were any Sheridan, 
defign to overturn the conAitution, it was the duty of that 
Houfe, and particularly of that right honourable gentleman, 
tu endeavour to follow up the idea, and to prepare, in a fair, 
manly way, for the difeuAton. fMr. Sheridan was going on, 
when he was called to order by Mr. Orde.] 

Mr. Sheiidan thought it his duty to interrupt the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman wlienever he fpoke on that queAion. 

He had been Aating matters, which he thought required a fe- 
parate difcuAIon. 

Colonel Pliipps called Mr. Sheridan to order. 

Mr. Chancellor P/’r/ faid, whenever any body conceived Mr. Phy- 
the right honourable gentleman was out of order, they got 
up and interrupted him. The only way to bring this to a 
point would be to move, that it was diforderly for him to 
advert to the French ConAitution in the prefent deha'e. He 
faid he himfelf could not interrupt him unlefs he was con¬ 
vinced he was out of order. 

Mr. Burke again fubmitted to the Committee, whether heMr.Bui^a 
was orderly or not. He defired to proceed no further, with¬ 
out taking the fenfe of the Houfe upon it. When he fpoke of 
a deAgn that was formed in this bountry againA the conftitu- 
tion, he faid, he fpoke with all the AmpUcitr of a txtember of 
VoL. XXIX. U « Parlia- 
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Parliament. He ^id not imagine there were any piotf» but 
he had a kaowledg** or conviQion of them. Mr. Burke 
complained that his friend had not ufed him with candour* 
He (aid, if they relu^antly forced him to take a regular day^ 
he (houid certainly do it, provided they gave him a n^ular 
parliamentary call to do it. 

Mr. Mr. Gref faid, he certainly did not mean to ihrink from 

Orey. any thing he had^efore dated. He did not know he could 
tall on the right honourable gentleman to bring forward the 
meafure, but if the right honourable gentleman knew of any 
fuch defign, it certa nly was his duty to mention it. 

Mr. Surke afiei ted that there was fuch a defign, fo far as 

Burke, could be colleded from the condu£l of ceitain peribns in the 
country, to put us out of love with our conftitution. If 
he was Called on regularly, he (houid certainly make good 
his charge. 

Mr Mr. St. *Juhn called Mr. Burke to order a fecond time, and 
8 t. John faid, he (houid think it necedary to take the opinion of the 
Houfe on his conduit. 

Mr. yir. But ke an attempt was now made, by one who 

Burke, had been formwly his friend, to bring down upon him tlie 
cenfure of the Houfe; it was unfortunate, he faid, for him, 
fometimes to be hunted by one party, and fometimes by ano-* 
ther. Fie conddered himfelf to be unfairly treated by thofe 
gentlemen with whom he had been accullomed to a^, but 
from whom he now received extreme violence. He (houid, 
he faid, if the tumult of order abated, proceed in the account 
he was going to give of the horrible and nefarious conle- 
quences do wing from the F'rench idea of the rights of men. 

Lord Lord SheffitU. fpoke to Older. Whatever might be faid by 
Ske&ld. gentlemen on the other (ide of the Houfe to the contrary, 
• ms Lorddiip declared, he was convinced that the right ho¬ 

nourable gentleman was diforderly, and would move, That 
did[ertations on the French Conftitution, and to read a narra¬ 
tive of the tranfadions in Franee, are not regular or orderly 
on the quefttoti that the claufes of the Quebec bill be read a 
fecond time, piia^raph by paragraph.” 

Mr. Fox fccondid the motion. 

Mr. Pitt. Chancellor Pitt was glad of the motion, as it reduced 

the debate to fomethlng like order. He faid, he confidered 
the introdu£lion of a difruftion on the French conftitution to 
reft on difcretion and order, which were two diftindl things ; 
he explained their difference, and faid, for his own part he 
would ufe no vehement language, nor any woids that might 
give umbrage; not conceiving, however, that the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman was diforderly, he (houid certainly give 
his negative to the motion. 


S 
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Mr. Fcm faid» he was fincerely forr j to feel that he null |fr. 
fappoit the motion, and the more fo, as hiS right honourable 
friend had made it necefiary by bringing on, in 4 b irregular a 
manner, a difcuflion of a matter by no means connedled with 
the Quebec bill, m a manner which he could not help thinkin|^ 
extremely unfair, but which he muft conlider as a diredk in- 
juftice to him. If the right honourable gentleman's argu* 
ment over the way, with regard to order was to obtain order, 
it was a mode of order that would go to ftop every proceed- 
ing of that Houfe, efpecially in committees. It was proper 
to debate the principle of a bill in the fecond reading of it ; 
and referring to matter that might be analogous, much lati¬ 
tude would be required; the Quebec bill had been read a fe¬ 
cond time, and was decided. If gentlemen, therefore, when 
a bill was in a Committee, would come down and Adte m 
long fpeeches, general apTweis to all poflible ohjedlions, to 
claules that might be propofcd, but were never meant to be 
propofed, debates might be drnvin to any imaginable length, 
and the bufincfs of the Houfe fufpended at the pleafute of 
any one of its members. '1 he argument which fome gen¬ 
tleman might poffihly move, that the Chau min leave the 
chair, was applicable to every claufe, and to every liage of 
the bill in the Committee; and if on that account eveiy fpe- 
cies of volunteer argument was to be held in order, it would 
be impolIibLe for bufmefs to proceed. His right honourable 
friend, in Aerd of debating the principle of the bill m any Aage 
which was ufual, had come down, not to debate the claufes, 
but to fortify mifreprefentations of what he had faid in a 
former debate, which his rigiit honourable friend did not even 
liear. Order and difcrction in debate, had been fud to be 
diAindt; witu him, Mr. I ox declaied, they never Aiovld be 
feparate. W here the diAindlion lay he could not fee, for he 
always conceived tliat order wa& founded on difcrction. He 
was not in the habit of interrupting any gentleman on the 
point of order; becaufe, uniefs the deviation from it was 
Arong indeed, more time was often loA by calling to ordei, 
than by fuAering gentlemen to proce'ed. But if he faw any 
difcuflion attempted to be introduced in a way not merely ir¬ 
regular, but unfair, he felt himfcif obliged to endeavour to 
lAop It. Much had been laid on the prelent occaAon, of the 
danger of theory and the fafety of pradlice No>w, what had 
been the condufl of the gentleman who looked on theory 
with abhorrence ^ Not to enter into a praflical difcuflion of 
the bill claufe by chufe, and to examine whether it gave, 
what It profefled to give, the BritiAi conAitution to Canada, 
but having neglefled to liave done his duty, and attended tlve 
propel Aage of debating the piinciple, to enter into a the<K> 
ftictiqal enquiry of what the principle ought to be, and a dif- 
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csffion of the conditution of another coantrj, relpe£lin^ 
iphich It was pofiible that he might dii&r trom him. If tiiis< 
were not manifeft eagernefii to fetk a difference of opinion, 
and anxiety to dilcover a caufe of difpute, he knew not wha^ 
was; (ince if they came to the ciaule^ of the bill, he did not 
think there would be any diff rence of opinion, or at moft 
but a very trifling one, if the right honourable gentleman’s 
objeft had been to debate the Quebec bi ', he would have de¬ 
bated It claufe by claufe, according to tlte eflibhihed pra^ice 
of the Houle. If his bjp »51 had been to pie\ent danger ap¬ 
prehended to the Bririfla conflitution, from the opinions of 
any man, or any fet men, he viould h ive given notice of 1 
particular dav for thai particular purpoie, or taken any other 
occasion rf doing it, ratler than that on uliich his neirefl: 
and deareft fi lei d had been grofsly mi(r< prj.r«.nied md tra¬ 
duced That at Jeift w i the ccurle which he fliould himfelf 
have token, and thercfoie whit he naturilly expedlcd from 
another. 1 he ci urie which his 1 ght hoin unblc friend liad 
chofen o take, wns that whicn ie me d to cq ifirni the infinu 1- 
tton urged ngainll; him, that of ha/ing inainra ned republican 
principles as applicable to the Pritifli conflitution, in a foimcr 
debate on the bill. TSo luth i gunient had ever been urged 
by him, not any from winch luch an inferep^'e was faiilv dt- 
ducible. On tlie hir'icl Revolution ho did indeed differ 
flora his right honour ible fi ct d. Their opinions, he had 
no fcruple to fay, wete witL is ’ 3 poles aiunder; hut what 
had a difieience of opinion on thi*’, which to the Houfe was 
only mitter of theoreticil coi •’eraphtion, to do with thedif- 
cuflton of 1 piaflicil pi nt, en wh rh no fuch difference 
exifled ' (/[I tint Revolu*^ n, he ulhered to his opinion, and 
neser would letiifl one i\liable of whit he hail faid He 
reiieatedy tint he thought it, on th. whole, one of the moft 
glorious events in the hiflory of minki 1 ^ But when he had 
on a former occaflon mentioned I ^ancr, he had mentioned 
the Revolution only, and not the conflitution; the latter re¬ 
mained to be improved by expetience, md accommoihted to 
circumflances. 1 he arbitrary fyflem of gjvornmcnt was 
done away: the new one hid the good of the people for its 
obje 6 f, and this was the p^int on which he refted. This opi¬ 
nion, Mr. Fox fi d, he wifhcd the t me might come to de¬ 
bate, if opinions of his were again to be made the fuhjedl of 
pailiamentiiy difcufllon. He had no concealment of his 
Opinions, hut if any thing could make hi n (hy of fuch a dif- 
cofflon. It would be the fixing a day to catechize him refpeA- 
ing hts political creed, and refpeffing opinions on which the 
tfloufe was neither going to adi, nor called upon to a£I at all. 
He bad been thus catedhized in 1782, when a right lionour- 
jil)|p gentleman (Mr. Dundas) in the laft flage of the thei^ 

adminif- 
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^Hminiftratioii} had faid, ** Admitting this adminiftration t6 
hi had) where a’e you to find a better^ Will you admit men 
jhfb powet, who fay, that the repiefentation of the people is 
ina^uate, and v\h ife piincples would oveiturn the conlli« 
tu loii^” On that orcifion, he had found an able defender in 
a ^ght honourahle geiult 'nan, whom ht coni 1 not expeiS: to 
by his dcfciidei that day; hut who hi^‘ in 1782 demanded in 
^aiily and entrgeti tone*, “ if tlie Honfe would hear to he 
told, that ihb countiy was incapable of fuiniflnng an admi- 
niAi ition more worthy of truft th»n *hat vhole qailrondu( 5 l 
was zdmitted even by its advocates ” He might now have 
lookvd for a defender to another qi ■’rtei, to tlie Bench on 
winch he la , and been as much diiappo'nted. Yetthecate- 
chi/icr oil rJiat octabon had locn dttr joined another miniC- 
tiVf and fup,instil tint verj itiorin of the repufentattpn 
which he tl en d>.prccattd as m le dn serous to the conAitq- 
tion ai d ib< counti>, thin dll the mnfortures of that admi- 
iu» iavion 'vir* ht to d.fFer fiom his right honouiable 
fnind on pr iPts of li Ac ly, 0.1 the conAitution of Athens or 
of Rome, wa«* it neceflr' that th c iHierce fliould be dif- 
cuifed m that I'nilc' Wert Iw to prnli the condufl of the 
elvl 1 Lru’us, an 1 to 1 av ihit tl e o" j ulhon ol ine iaiquins 
wa« ^ nobh and p'’Miot c w ink ♦ ilitnce b fm to argue 
that t nnd * r d *■ le tf hi Aanu i t < 1 1 c lukilar government 
ml’ cjintijf Mere! ta rtpt t ilu cloqienn ulogium of 
Cict u on the taking ofl ot . ^'ould it th nee he dedu- 
cibh that he wtnt with a knife «b 1 it Inna f » tlu pviipoitof 
kill ig loiPt g’eat man or or nor - I i r tholo w ho 1 aid, tl at to 
ndiune wa<> to wilh to imitite, fhew ilut iheit was fume fidR* 
iaiity of c u umltaiice«. It lay cn his rght honourable 
fiicnd to fhtw that this country was in the precife fitu- 
ation of I ranct ar the iimt of the 1 1< nch Revolution, before 
he had a light tu natet his aigvimei t, and ihtn with all the 
obloquy tha^ na ght Iv liv-pcd on tin ihchration, 1 e fhould 
be ready to hy, th it the F itncla RevoluMon was an ohjefl of 
imitation for this countiy. In Acad of feeking foi differences 
of opinion on topics, happily ftr the countn, eniirely topics 
of 1 peculations, let th'*ni come to mattei of faff and pf prac¬ 
tical applic it ion , let them comt to the difcuflion of the hill 
bcfoie them, and fee vihetl ei h s ohj dfions to it were lepub- 
Jican, and in wh it he fliould difltr from his light honour ible 
friend ? Ht ^ ul been w in ed hy high and naoA refpe£lable 
authoiities th It minute difcuffion of great events, without in¬ 
form u ion, did no honour to the pen that wiote, or the 
tongue tint fpoke the words. It the Committee fliould decide 
that his right honourable friend fliould purfue his argument 
on the French conAirntion, he would leave the Houle, and 
|f fome fritnd would fend him word, when the claufes of the 

Quebec* 
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Quebec bill were to be difcufied, be would return and 
them. And when he faid this, he Oiid it from no unwilling- 
nefs to liflen to his right honourable friend ; he always Mad 
heard him with pleafure, but not where no pia< 9 ical ufe could 
rcfulc from his argument. When the pioper period ^dif- 
cuffion came, feeble as his powers were, complied with t'''ofe 
of his right honourable friend, whom he mu ft call his maf er, 
for he had taught him every thing he knew in politics, (as .le 
had declared on a former occafion, and he meant no complr 
ment when he faid fo) yet feeble as his powers comparatively 
were, heihoulJ he ready to mamtain the principles he had 
aftiu'ted, even againil his right honourable friend's fuperior 
eloquence, and maintain, that the rights of man, which his 
right honourable friend had ridiculed as chimerical and vi* 
fionary, were in fad the bafts and foundation of every ra¬ 
tional conftitution, and even of the Britiih conftitution it- 
Iblf, as our ftatute book proved: ftnee, if he knew any thing 
of the original compad between the people of England and 
its government, as ftated in that volume, it was a recognition 
of the original inherent rights of the people as men, winch 
no prefeription could luperlcde, no accident lemove or obli> 
terate. If fucli were pnneiph s dangerous to the conftitution, 
they were the principles ot his light honourable friend, from 
whom he had learned them. During the American wai they 
had together rejoiced at the fuccelles of a W.iniington, and 
fympathized almoll in tears for the fall of a Montgomery, 
from his right honourable friend he had learned that the re¬ 
volt of a whole people could never be countenanced and en- 
^uraged, hut muft have been provoked. Such had at that 
Wat heen the dndrine of his 1 ight honourablefi tend, who had 
faid wilhequsl energy and eniphafts, that he could not draw 
a bill of indidtment againft a whole people. !Mr. Fox declared 
be was forry to &0A that his right honourable friend had 
iiiice lotkmt, io draw fuch a bill of indi£lment, and to crowd 
at with all the technical epithets which difgracecl our ftatute 
book, of faJfe, malicious, wicked, by the inftigation of the 
devil, not having the fear of God bi^ore youreyes, Ac. Having 
been taught by his right hoaoiarable friend, that no revolt of 
a nation was caufed without provocation, he could not help 
feeling a ioy ever ftnee the cooftitution of France became 
founded on the rights of man, on which the Britifh coiifti*- 
tution irfelf was founded. To deny ir, was neither more 
nor lefs than to libel tlie Bricifli conftitution ; and no book 
)iis right honourable friend could cite, no words he might 
d^ver in debate, however ingenious, eloquent and able, as all 
, his writings and all his fpeeches undoubtedly were, could in¬ 
duce him to change or abandon that opinion; he differed 
upon chat fubjefi with bis right honeutahle friend ifito eahm 

Having 
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* proceeded thut far, Mr. Fox declared he had dM 
an he bad intended, poflibly much more than was ei» 

*e or proper; but it i»as a cdmmon error ariiiog trom 
eilneis to He cleirly underftood; but if his fcntimente 
rve the other fide of the Houfe, which had counte- 
the difcuflion of that day, apparently in older to get 
, they had adled unneceflarily. They might be Aire 
and his fentiments on every lubjedl, without forcing 
thing like a difierence between him and his right ho¬ 
nourable friend, and having once heard them, they might a£b 
upon them as they thought proper. ' 

Mr. Burke faid, that though he had been called to order fo Mr.Burk* 
many times, he had fat with perfect comporure,*and had 
heard the moft difoiderly fpeech that perhaps ever was deli¬ 
vered in that Hou%. He had not purfued the conduct of 
which an example had been fet to him, but had heard, with¬ 
out the leaft interruption, that fpeech out to the end, irre> 
gular and difoi dt rly as it had beer: his words and his con- 
du£t throughout had been mifreprefented, and a peiTonal at¬ 
tack had been made upon him fiom a quarter lu* ue'.er could 
have expedled, .if.ei a friendfliip and an intimacy of more 
than twenty two years; and not only his public condnifV, 
words, and winings, had been alluded to in the fevereil 
terms, but conbdential conveifations and piivate opinions 
had been brought forward, with a view of proving thit he 
aded inconAAently; and now a motion was introduced, 
which hindered him, in a great lueafuie, from having an 
opportunity to afcertaln, by Tafls, v, hat he had Aated .is opi¬ 
nions. He could not help thinking, that on the Tuhiedl ,pf 
the French revolution, he had met with gieit nnl.Tinv Iv 
from the right honourablegentlem.in, who hid laid as much 
nas that he had a^cd and fpoken mfhly, without information, 
and unAipportcd by faiSls to bear put his drdu6Hion'>, and 
this b.id been treated in a manner that did liitie juitice to his 
feelings, and had little appearance of decency on the pait of 
tht right honourable gentleman. However, when, and as 
often as this fuhjedl came to be difeufTed fairly, and faiSls that 
he was poflefled of allowed to be bi ought foiwud, he was 
ready to meet the right honourable gentleman hand to hand, 
and foot to foot upon it. Much wa^ (aid ngainft proceeding 
without good information. He was ready to Aatc Ins pionfs 
for all the fads he had alledged, to which public proof was 
at all applicable; that indeed there were a f'-w particuKirs on 
which he did not chufe to take ilTae; becaufc, in tlie pre- 
fent ftate of things in the happy country of r ranee, be might 
fuhjed his relators to the fafhionable fummary juAice of the 
Umteme. Under a very few refeives of that kind, he was 
ready to enter into the difeuffion concerning the fads in that 

book, 
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JWfcf whenever hepleaihd* He might poffibly fall into 
ante and trivial miftakesy hut he was (uiehe was fubftantiaL^ 
eight in every fubftantial matter of fad. To the few ni¬ 
ters on which he muft decline ofl^ring praof> he pledged 
fdir, upon his honour, that he had fufficient to fatufy^ ober 
and conHderate judgement. But this, it Teemed, was noi^he 
caufe of quarrel; it was not becaufe this authority, or t^at 
example, were mentioned, hut he was accuied of' mifrepip* 
fentmg what the light honou able gentleman lud iaid oiin' 
former day, when he owned he was not prehnt, and w^ch 
he difavowed in the moil poGtite terms. He denied any re¬ 
ference to that, or any other (peech of the right honourable 
gentlenxtn, and contended tnat he had argued on this, as he 
wifhed to do on eveiy other occafion, in a candid, plain, and 
fiinple inaiiiK r. W rh regard to the fubjeiEl which he meant 
to intioduceiii the Cqai nittee on the Quebec bill, the right 
honouiahle gentleman was no ilranger to the grounds he 
meant to go upon. He rptned to him very p irticularly the 
plan of his fpeech ; ho v far he meant to go; and what li¬ 
mits he piopiied to put upon hiinielf. His leafons for 
foiming thofe opinion^, he had mentioned in the fulleff 
and moil piiticular manner to him, at bis own koufe, 
and waUid from thence to that Houle with him, con- 
vet iing all the time on that fubjei^. The right honourable 
gentleman had then entii^ly difagteed with him upon it, but 
they hid noquirrel upon it, and what the right honourable 
gciitlemin had i ud upon the iubjedf, he did not now wifli 
to flatc. He would not, howexer, be perfnadid, from 
what the right honoa able gentleman laid, to givi up his 
purpoie of ftating tr> the lrlou%, upon this occifion, his 
mind with r'^gird to the htench conllitution, and the fi£is 
which led him to think as he did; nul ceitainlv in this he 
thought there could be nothing ddorckrlv, tfpccially when 
fo i-auch hid been already introduced, not ab>ut the conlli- 
tution of Quebec, but about the American conftitution. He 
h id alTerted Oiat dangeious dodlnnes were encouraged in this 
country, and tint dicadful confequences might enfue from 
them, which it was his foie wnh ind ambition to avcit, by 
flieniioufly fnpporting the coniiitution of Great Britim as it 
is, which, in ins mind, could better be done bv piexentmg 
impending dangei, than by any remedy thit could iftfrrwards 
be appliel; and he thought himfeif jufliiied in faying this, 
becjule he did know that there we»''‘ people in this country 
avowedly endeavouring to diloider its confntirtion and go¬ 
vern me it, and tjiat in a aery bold mani e»-. J he pra6liCte 
now was, upon all occafions, to praife, in the highffl: ftrain, 
the French coniiitution ; feme, indeed, qualified their argu¬ 
ment fo far, by prailing only the French revolution; hut in 

that 
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that he could fee no difFerencet as the French conAltufelon, 
^ if they had any, was the confequence and eiFeifl: of that revo¬ 
lution. So fond were gentlemen of thii» Uvoui itc topic, that 
Whoever difapproved ot tlie anaichy and ronfufi m that had 
tN^ place in Trance, or could not forefee the benefits that 
jfCTe to anfe out of it, were ftlgmatifed as enemies to liberty, 
and to the Bntifii confiitution, charges that were falfe, un- 
rfounded, mifapphed, and every way unfair. Dodlnnes of 
thi« kind, hetl ought, were extremely dingerous at all times, 
and irfoch more lo, if they were to be fandioned by fo gieat 
a nunc as that of the rigiii honourable gentlemnn, who al- 
waNsput whatever he fiid in the firongefi and moil forcible 
view that It could appear. 1 bus hid litcome common to 
iet the Trench conftitution up aga nft the Lnglilh confiitu- 
tion, upon allotcahrns. when the compaiifon could be in¬ 
troduced; and tbe»n he mfiArd, if tlie ioimcr was puiled, 
the lam^r niuii be pioportionablv d‘preented. Here again 
he leverled to what he had he n told h id pafild on a former 
day, when I e laid the light honour lo^'-gfirleman had taken 
file when the 1 lench conlluu^.on w***! mentioned, and hid 
termed it the moil glorious .iivl A< pindjM. fihiic tnat ever 
was uaied by hunun wiidim He flill infilled, that the 
difculfion of the Qurhcc bill was a i>Kpei opportunity, alter 
whit bad been laid, for enlit nc u]i..n a tiufe and minut'* 
compiriion oi the I reneh coi hr fun with that of Lngland. 
though the diloultrly nge for orde^ th it prevailed that day, 
Teemed lo be adopted for the [ uipofe of precluding every f'^ir 
oi pre pel dilculTion. 1 le h 11 th it d"y Ki n acci it'*, a'liungH: 
oihi i bleaches ol fncndflno tow id i l i t honou Meg' >1- 
tleuim, ot having piosoked this diltilioi', lo pu' an ad- 
vant.tge to the right honounUegemlemn’ mt i i , apiin- 
ciplc that he utterly dilelaimed, uul n'*vtr iliougi t tl it any 
fan or candid man could ha\c bicught; howt,\tp, if .v’v 
could have fuppofed fo betoie whit^bey had hi iid liont tlie 
oppofite fide of the Houfr, tins d.iy mi.l. coi »nice t’ 11 of th- 
contraiy. In what he hid repeitediv 11'd and w ritf n co t- 
cernmg the French revolution, be h 11 been iccuUd of ft »t- 
ing his opinions rafhly and without foui.l * on, a chaige 
which he was certainly anxious end *bJe to uf- le, il he b .d 
been allowed; and at the very time when liewi. going to 
produce fadfs in fupport of what he h^d .ifTertcd, bltndtd 
partly with piivate infoimaiion and icfpedlaMe authoiities, 
though he perhaps might have gone greater lengths than he 
wiihed, by difclofing communications winch he ought to 
conceal, yet being fo particulniy ealli I upon, lie w'ouM have 
done it; at tins very moment, he was ftrpped in the moft 
unfair, and, notwithftandmg, as he had already faid, the 
race for Older, the moft difoideily manner: and but for this 
VOL. XXIX. X X extra- 
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extraordinary coiuludl, he would have proved that the iflue^ 
of the French conftitution, or revolution, which they 
to call It, was not intended for, and never could be, tor thj 
caufr of liberty, but, on the contrary, ever was, arid 
would be, for the caufe of tyra^y, oppreffion, injuiltce, - 
chy* and confuHon. After wnat had been faid, nobody couliji 
impute to him mterefled or perfonal motives for hts conduct | 
thofe with whom he had been conftantly in habits of friend-^ 
fliip and'agreement with him, were all againfthim, and from ' 
the other Tide of the Houle he was not likely to have much 
fupport; yer, all he did, was no more than his duty. It 
was j ftruggle not to (ipport my man, or fa of men, I ut 
a llruggle to fuppoit tht Ihitilh conllitution, in doing which 
ht hid incurud tht difpltaUire of all about him, and thofe op- 
pofite to 1. m ; md w'l tv is woift of all, he had induced the 
Vght honour .bic gci t1in»m to np up the whole courle and 
tenure ot his 1 *c, public md private, and that not without 
a confiderable d'^giie of afjieiity. His fillings and imperfec¬ 
tions hid been k'^cnly cxpoTed, and, in fhort, without the 
chance of gain ng one new friend, ht hid midc enemies, it 
appeared malignant enemie«, ot his oil fii mis; but, after 
all, heefteemed his di *^v fu beyond in\ mtiidlli p, any fime, 
or any other confidtr tion whatever. He h id i\ ited the din¬ 
ger which the Biitiih conftitution was daily in, from the doc¬ 
trines and condudl of particular perfons; bowr ver, as ntiiher 
fide of the Houle fupported him in this, but as both fidts 
thought otherw il**, he would not prtfs tint point upon them 
now in any ft'^ongerwiy t’/in h hid done; but he would 
ftill ivei, tint no aUtP ince which could citlier be given or 
refuhd to him, would ever bi ‘s Iiim igiinfl the excellence of 
tbe J’ntifh conflitulion ; iioi I ad him to think well of the 
Fre. ch revolution, oi the conllitution, as it w is named, that 
Was formed n its phee. riic* right ho louiable gentlemm, 
in the fp^ich he hid nftde, tieatcd him in eveiy lentence 
With uncommon harfhnefs. In the hrft place, after being 
fitigufd with IkirmiHies of older, which were wonderfully 
maniged by his light troops he thci brought down the 
whole llrcngth and heavy artillery of his own judgement, 
eloquence, and ahiliticji, upon him, to crufh him at once, by 
declaring i cenfure upon his whole life, condudi, and opinions. 
TSotwithilamiing this great and ferious. though, on his part, 
tmrnei ited attack, and attemp* to crufh him, he would not 
be difmaved; he was not vet afraid to flatc his fentiments in 
that Houfe, or any where elfe, and he would tell all the 
world that ^lie conllitution wis in d inger. And here he 
mufl, 111 the mod foleron manner, exprefs hisdifappiobation 
of what was notorious to the countiy, and to the world. 
Ate there not clubs m eveiy quartei, who meet and vote le- 

folutK ns. 
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\ folutions, the contents of which W£S it neceflliry for him to 
'ienunierate^ Do thev not correfpond all over the country* and 
^irh othfr countries > Do they not preach in their pulpu^ 
mdliineb that are dargeioa% and celebrate at their nnniver- 
fMl^tettings* ptoceedmgs incompetent with tlielpiiit of the 
conlhtution^ Admitting thele* and he bilieved no* 
wody would fay hi& obiervatiom here were ill founded* would 
ythey hefitate a moment to pronounce fuch ttai\lactions dan-* 
gerous to thecoiiditution* and txtitinely inilchievoiis in their 
natuie; wlitii added to this, iiif imous libels againft thecon- 
ilitution were circulated eveiy wlieie. 1 he tnaiigiiity with 
which the right honour ihle gentleman Ind fpoken his fenti- 
ments with regard to Ciovernment* and thechaige of incon- 
lidency in his political life and opinions were neither fair 
not tiue; for he driiiid tint lie ever had any diiFerent idea 
ot Cjovernmei.t tiom what he now enteitamed, and had upon 
Ilia y occifon-. iiatui; he hid it downasa mtxiin, that mo- 
naichy was t1 e balls of all good goveinmtnt, and that the 
netu I t< mo u chy that at y governm'fent ipproached* the 
moi»* pel fed it was* and vtecveifa\ and he ceitainly* in his 
wdiil moments never had lo far forgotten the natuie of 
Close miiLiit, as to argue that we ought to wifli for a coiv 
lu" tion that we could alter at pleafuie and change like a 
d rtv fliirt. He was by no mcaus anxious for a Monarchy 
Tvit' a difh ofa ^’cpuMicinifm to coired It. But the I'rtnch 
cMidiiutinn was th«' exad oppolitc of the E'lghfli m every 
thing, and nothing could be lo daiigerous as to fet it up to 
the view of tlu 1 iiglifli, to miluad and debauch their minds. 
Ill cursing on tins attack agdUift him, the righ“ honourable 
gentl man halbet-n luppotted by a coips of well difciplined 
troops, expel t in the i manccuvies* and obedient to the 
word of their commander — 

( Ml. Cirey here called Mr. Burke to order, conceiving that 
it was diGardetly to mention gentlemen in that way* and to 
a'ciibe iinpropet motives to them.] 

Mr Buike explained, and went on. He fa id he had for¬ 
merly ftated, tint he believed thofe who fomented what he 
dreaded as dangeious to the conflitution, to be a very fmall 
number indeed; it was not from then numbers now* but if 
thefpint was fufFered to ferment, who could tell what might 
happ n 5 Let it beremembeied theie were 300,000 men m 
arms in Franee, who at the pioper moment might affift that 
fpint; and though theie might lie no immediate danger 
thieateningthe BritiAi conditution* yet a time of fcarcitv or 
tumult might come, and in fuch a cafe it was certainly fafer 
and wifer to prevent the coiiler|uences* than to remray tho 
evil. He recurred to 1780, and mentioned the dreadful con«^ 
fequcnces of the riots occaftoued by Lord George Gordon. 

X X ^ Had 
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Had ]ie at that time cautioned the Houfe to beware of the 
l^roteftant AlTociation, and other caballing meetings, he fup- y 
pWed bis cautions would have been treated in the fame 
as thofe he offered now; but he Unified no perfon would wi» 
again to fee fnch deftru^lion and diforder; the houlb^rf 
fome of the greateil and bed: men that ever adorned th| 
country, the Marquis of Rockingham and Sir George baville^ 
^befet by the mob, and obliged to be defended by aimed force; t 
they furcly could not deflre again to behold camps in all our ^ 
fquares, and ganifons in our palaces. As to the prefent 
date of this country, be deferibed the King as in full power 
in all his fundi ions, that his Miniders were refponfible for 
' all their conduA; that the country was hleded with an op> 
pofition of drong force, and that tlie common people were 
united with the gentlemen in a column of prudence. From 
all which he argued, that the prefent was the moment for 
crudiing this diabolical fpiiit, and every tiivial attempt to 
fubvert the principles of the conditution ought to be watched 
with the greated j^aloufy an€l circumfpedlion; when he 
fpok<=‘ of our conditution as valuable, he Ipoke of the whole 
complete, and not of any particular or predominant part; 
and therefore thought it wifer to be prepared for any attack 
that might be made upon it, than to trud that we could pre- 
ferve it, ev en after the attack was made. Having dwelt for 
fome time upon this point, he next began to recapitulate the 
political queilions upon which he ha i differed with the right 
honourable gentleman upon former occafions, p.iiticulaily 
the feveral attempts that had been made for a parliamentary 
reform, the Diffenters bill, and the Royal Mairiage adl ; 
l>erhaps, too, in other in fiances; but in all thefe, in the 
courfeof their acquaintance and intimacy, no one difterence 
of political opinion had evei fiir a moment interrupted oraf- 
fedled tbeir fncnddiip. It certainly was indilcretion, at any 
period, but mu h greater at his time of life, to provokeene- 
or give liis fi.ends caufe to dtfeit him; yet if that was 
to be tbecdi. by adbcriiig to the i>iit.fh conditution, he 
would nfk <'il, and, as public dut^ .iimI public prudi nco taught 
him, in bis I.ilr woids. esclatnt, ** My from ibe I'tmcii con¬ 
ditution.” pt was wh fptred by ?vlr. 1 ox, tlv re w is no lofs 
of fiiend?-] Mr, J>urke faid, yc', there w.>s a lof. ot fnends,' 
he knew the p'-ice of hi*' condiidl ; be b.^d done bis doty at 
the price of Ins friend; tfieir fiiendfliip svas at an end* He 
^lad been to!>v that it was much better to defend the Fnglifli 
conftitutit n, by praifing its own excellence, than by abufing 
other conflitntions, and certainly the talk of praifing was 
tmich more pleifant than that of aimilng; but he contended 
«thBt the only fair way of aiguing the merits of any conditu> 
tion, was by comparing it with others, and he could not 

fpeak 
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with propriety of the excellence of the Englifli confti- . 
VJtion, without comparing it with the deformity and injuftice 
oAthe French, which was thelihade that brought its coloun 
foirrard in the hrighteft point of view; and omitting to do 
it, be like prefenting a pi£lure without a Ibade. He 

fh«ld warn the right honourable gentlemen who were the 
gAat rivals in that Houfe, that whether they fliould in future 
tpye in the political hemifpiiere as two flaming meteors, or 
Ivalk together as brethren, that they fhould preferve and 
cherifh the firitilh conftitution; that they ihould guard 
againil innovation, and fave it from the danger of thefe new 
theories. In a rapturous apoflrophe to the infinite and un- 
fpeakabl^ power of tlie Deity, who, with his arm, hurled a 
comet like a projeiflile out of its couife—who enabled it to 
endure the fun’s heat, and the pitchy darknefs of the chilly 
night; lie faid, that to the Deity mull be left the talk of in* 
finite perfecflion, while tons poor, weak, incapable mortals, 
there was no rule of condufl fo fafe as experience. He con¬ 
cluded with moving an amendment, that all the words of the 
motion, after “ Diflertalions on the Fiench conilitution,^ 
fliould be omitte'l, and the following be inferred in their 
room—“ tending to fliew that examjiles may be drawn there- 
“ from ; and to prove that they are infufficient fur any good 

putpofes, and that they lead to anarcliy and confuficfn, 

“ and are confequently unfit to be introduced into fchemes 
“ of Cjovornment, are improper to be referred to on a motion 
“ for reading the Quebec bill paragraph by paragraph.” 

In the courfe of the preceding fpeech, Mr. Burke'having 
faid that Mr. Fox had of late years forborne that friendly 
intercourlb with him, by vifi s, ficc,, which he had formerly 
preferved, the latter, in reply, faid, that the omiflTion com- 
pLiiiied of, was purely accidental; that men, at different pe¬ 
riods, fell into different habits; and without any intentional 
negledf, it frequently happened that they did not fee their 
friends fo often as they might have done in preceding years: 
but at the fame time, that their friendfhip was as warm and 
ns fincere as ever. 

Mr. lli.rke, likewife, while in oneof the parts of it, where 
he was reafoning with great warmth, checked himfelf, and 
addreifuig himfelf to the Chair, faid, “ I am not mad, inoft 
“ noble Keftus, but fpcak the w’ords of truth and fobernefs.” 

Mr. Foxrnfe to reply, hut his mind was fo much agitated Mr 
and his heart fomuch aifedled by w’hat had fallen from Mr. 
Burke, that it was fome minutes before he could proceed. 
Tears trickled down liis cheeks, and he ftrove in vain to 
give utterance to feelings that dignified and exalted his na¬ 
ture. In jufVice to the Houfe, it muft be faid, that thi; 
ieuilbility of every one prefent feemed to be uncommonly ex¬ 
cited 
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^ cited upon the occaHon. JBeing at length recorered from th 

depreflion uifder which he had iiien, Mr. tox proceeded \j 
anlwer the afiertions which had cauftd it. He laid, how¬ 
ever events might have alteted the mind ot Kis i ight lionc(jr- 
able fiiendy for fo he muft call him, notwithilanding^diat 
had paflied, becaule, grating as it was to any mm to be\tn’' 
kindly treated by thule ho were under obligations to hih, 
it was Hill mote grating and painful to be unkindly treated 
by thofe to whom they telt the gi eateft obligation^, and whotrh 
notwithilanding their harlhnels and feveiity, they found 
they muft Aill love and eileem. He could not toiget, that 
when a boy almoft, he had licen 11 tiu hunt ot teceiving 
favours fiom his light hnnoui ibic riidul, tint tlu.ii tnend- 
ihiphad gronn with the.r )< ais,and that il had continued foi 
upviaids ot twtiity live yiar^ tor ih h<l: twenty ot winch 
ih *• had ik’ted togc iiei, andlivtdon tcrmsutrhc inoft tami- 
li.t irtmucv helitj^, theieioit., that notwithil.maiiig 
whit had 111} Pi. led th it day, tiu light honourable gentleman 
wo lid think on all tnue<r, and n >wt M.'r anv impiudent woid^ 
or inte.npcrai>t.e of his might have oilmded him, it would * 
ihew tlu*^ It hal nor been at lead intentionally liis fault. 
'Hie light hunouiable geni.Iennn had (.mi, and laid truly, 
thitt'icv had Oiili.ud lonrerly on many fabieiSls, and yet 
^"iid not inicitupt tn.,11 tiicnulhip. Let the light honour¬ 
able gcntleniin iptak ta ily and (av, whetiui they could not 
tiulei, withoitan interiupticnul then fiunddiip, on therul>- 
•edl of the b nneh ie\ ultition .is well as anv of the r former 
fuhptt of dit4etence. 1 le eiiumeiatcd level illy what thofe 
di.^rtciicesot opinion hid been, and .ipptaled to hisnglit ho- 
iiouMh'e liiwud, whtthe" tiu irfitendlhip had bet n intetrupted 
on a ly one ot th >fe occifions. In paiticular, he laid, on 
the (un'r-dl of the I lench revolution, the iiirht honourible 
f^cnileman well knew, that his Itntimtnts elid'ered widely 
trom hisown; he knew alio, th it as fuon as his book on the 
fui))et^ was publifh&d, he condemned that book both in pub¬ 
lic and pi i> ate, and evei V oneof the dot^tines it contained. 
^Ir. I'ox igam expl lined, that Mr. Burke’s condu£l appeared 
as if It ipr iig fiom an intention to mjuie him, at leift it pro- 
ducQd the (line t fttdt, beciule the right honourable gentle¬ 
man oppodte to him hadchofen to talkot ie{«uhlicin piipciples 
as prnci})les which he wi(hed to he introduced into the new 
conft.iurion of Canada, whereas his principle^ weie veiy far 
from rcDuhlic in in any degree. If, therefore, his right ho¬ 
nourable fi lend had thought it necellary to ft ite to the Houle 
his fentiments on the 1 remch revolution, he might have 
done It on any other occaiion, w.vh lefsinpiry to him, than 
on the QuHuc bill, becaufe his doing it then, confirmed and 
gave we.ght 10 tin* iiufrepiefentatiou of the right honouraUe 
I gentk- 
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^'‘^ntleman oppolite to him, and not only th^ but put it 
< f his power to anfwer him properly. Bemles he h^d, 
albevery other man muft have, a natural antipathy and d Hike 
to ^eing cJtcchiied as to his poiitictl pnncipUs. It wa«, he 
f.iid.j|iK. hrft time that ever he had heaid a philcfpher l^bate, 
th^ the way to do juftice to the excellence of the 111 tiih 
ccPiftilution was never to mention it without at the lamo 
ti/neabuhng every other conltitution m the wcild. tor his 
{lait, he had ever thought that the Bntifh ccnlhtut on m 
theoiv wa-. imperfc£l anil deftiilive, but that in praiStice iC 
was excellently adaptid to this countty. He had olten pub¬ 
licly laid this; but b cauk he admiicd the Ihitifh conilitu* 
tion, was It to ht concluihd thatthcie was no part of the 
conilitut'on of othei countiies worth piaihng, cr that the 
IJntilh conlliluTion was not llill capable cf impiovement ? 
He thtrefoie tould neither coniuit toabuft evtry other con- 
ihitution, nortofxtol oui own lo eit^sagantly as the light 
hoiuuiable gentleman leemed to think it mnited. Asa 
proof that it had not been thought quite pcifcdf, let the two 

• only leforms of it bt recollciftcd tint had been attempted of 
hte yeais; the reform itl.itivc to the lep'ckntation in Par¬ 
liament of the light lionourable gentleman oppolite to him« 
and the leform in the ci il lilt l)\ his tight honoui ible fiiend. 
Was itexpedted that he lliuuld declare theconft tution would 
hive been more peificl or liettei without cither of thole two 
reforms ^ 1 o, both had he given his fuppoit, hecaufe he ap- 
pioved both ; and yet they wire I oth lefts, oni to retrench 
the influence of the Crown, tlic oMu*- to cniaigc tlie rrpre- 
fentation in that Houf< ; and would the 1 ght honourable 
gentleman la\ he was a had nmi to» liiMi 0 \ l“tl foi both? 
He was, hh. 1 ox fml, an tneiny to all ults wbatese”, as 
he had hitherto thouplit thi 1 "^lit houoi ’ 1 1 w is, 

and therefore he objeiSli d to ev ei y inn's h ing txpefled to 
have his political pimciplts put to the tift, 1 y Ins being ob¬ 
liged to ab]uie cvtrv othir conftilution but out own. huch 
a mode of approving one’s /e il for the latter, reminded him 
of the man who figntd the tinny nine artid-s and laid he 
wiflied there were an hundred and thiity nine itioie, that he 
might have figned them toi, to piovi Ins orthodoxy.— 
Nothing but the Ignominious terms winch his light honour¬ 
able friend had th It diy hen[ved on IninMi BurU faiil 
loud enough lo he heaid, tint he did not itiollert he had 
uled any.] “ My right honoirible irienJ, Ind Till, box, 
does no* recoil the epithets, they aic out of bis mind ; 
then they are completelv and forevti out ot mine, f cmrot 
chciifti a recoliedfion lo piinful, and, ftom this mo nent, 
they are obliterated and forgotten.” Mr. box then purlucd 
hu argument, and expieired Ins iurpiile that his light ho- 
1 * nourablc 
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acmimMe frio^ ha 4 talked of die frienUp who fat neariiim ^ 
M phalanx* ftcl as difciplmed troops; if by that he inea^^v 
chat any improper influence had been exerciled, or attempj^d 
to be exercifed* on their minds he declaimed the idea ; Aind 
indeed his right honourable friend befl; knew, fo loag|as he 
had afted with them, when any fuch influence had been e^er- 
ciled over his own mind. He declared he could not bulfbe 
f. fry that li.ch a charaiSier of a party, linked together 
t'i r honouiable principles, fhould come from one of 
t) en o vn corps. H'* had imigtned, that his right honour¬ 
able fticn i knew more of them than to impute iuch coudufl 
to men of thi ** defci'ition. 'I he fa£l was I'ox faid* 
chat, upon 1 i honour, no one cf the honourable gi ntlcmen 
neir him, who ha 1 rifen th ti div, uul called hiik light honour¬ 
able fj tend to ord.r, had betn deflicd by lum to do fo; on 
the contrary, wherever Ik thought he was likely to hive 
his application coiitpl Cd with, he had eainePly ii)tieatt«l his 
friends not to interru,^t tlic light hi ik uile gentlcmm. 
He admitted that no ftleiiofliip fliouhl cxiit in the way cf 
public duty ; and if Ins right honourable fiunl thought he 
didfer\ice to the country by b’afling the 1 rench revolution, 
Jbemuftdofo, but at tlie time, he mull allow others, who 
thought diiferently, to a( 5 t i >a t flirent manner. Mi. 1 ox 
alluded to what Burke had quoted from Mmtelquieu, 
and declared he agreed with Moiueltpiicu iii hi» chlei vation 
on the Britifli conflitution, but could t ot admit that Moii« 
tefquieu meant to fay that it was a model fc r all other coun¬ 
tries. If he refeired to w hit had pifltd in lyfo, the light 
honourable gentleman wou’d fay tint In iikid into all the 
tranfaiSfions ot In', life; Mr. 1 ox declared he would not, un- 
Jefb It redounded to his honourable friend’s honour, and to 
thegloiy of his charafler, and where could he And the inci¬ 
dent that did not^ In the year lySo, it had been the opinion 
«f that Houfe, “ that the influence of theCiovsn had iii- 
creafed, was increafing, and ought to be diminiihed.* 
His right honourable friepd had agreed to that refolution, 
and thereby declared, that the conilitution was not peifedl 
without fuch redu6lion. ‘Would he not gram to the French 
4 he fame right that he had himlelf exeicifed ? If the influence 
of the Britiih Crown, which cmififled ni the civil lifl, in the 
army, navy, and the powei of giving places and honouis, 
was fo great as to be thought dangerous, what, in the eyes 
fif refle^ing Frenchmen, muft have been the extravagant 
influence of the Crown ot Franee > With a civil lilt ten times 
AS large asours; with a navy almolt as large; an army ten¬ 
fold ; a ehurcli more than tenfold; muft they not, as we had 
idone, purfue the courfe of diininifhmg its power f When, 
da addition to this, tl^y had tp deplore tlie degree of cor- 

I roption 
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ruption and defpotifm into which the whole of tl&ir Mvem- 
ment had fallen, was it not right that they (honid endeavour 
to better their condition, and to extricate them&lves from 
.their miferv and flavery ? His right honourable friend had 
faid, that they moft not hear of the French coiiilitutiou. te- 
cauie it was diametric, lly oppofite to ours; bow that could 
'be. he could not eafily comprehend. His right honourable 
friend had alfo aflerteo that evil muft not be done, that good 
might come out of it; that moft be left to God alone ; what» 
Mr. Fox alked, did his right honourable friend think of tliw 
occaflon of war^ Wai, in itfelf, was certainly an evil, civil 
war a moral evil, and yet war was often commenced, that 
good might come out of it. If original rights were totally to 
be difregarded, Mr. Fox faid, he ihould contend that the 
reft ftance of the Parliament to Charles the firft, and the re- 
flftanceof 1688. had been very unjuftifiable.; but the origU 
n<>l rights of men were, in his opinion, the foundation of all 
governments, and all conftitutions, which were a compad be¬ 
tween the governors and the governed, binding on both fides. 
He would not fay that the government of France was good ; 
it was undoubtedly capable of improvement, and would bo 
amended by degrees. How, heaiked, did we make our own 
government? By fending to Greece or Rome for a pattern 
for our conftitution ? No! but by gradually improving ouiT 
l^overnment, which was bad at firft, and which grew better 
in proportion, as experience fuggefted alteration. Tho- 
French would in time experience the defeds of their govern¬ 
ment, and would have the fame opportunities of corre&ing 
it. 

With regard to his honourable friend** enthuftaftic attach¬ 
ment to our conditution, in preference to all others, did he 
remember when His Majefty*s fpeech was made in 1783, on 
the lofs of America, in which His Majefty lamented the lofs 
the provinces had luftained, in being deprived of the advan¬ 
tages refulting from a monarchy; how he had ridiculed it, 
and compared it to a man's opening the door after he had left 
a room, and laying, ** at our parting, pray let me recem- 
** mend a monarchy to you.** In that ridicule, Mr. Fox 
faid, he had joined heartily at the time. The French, he oh- 
jferved, had made their new government on the brft of all 
principles of a goveinmenS. vix. the happinefs of the peoplw 
who weie to lixe under it. The French, it Ihould be coa- 
fidered, were a great nation; they were inferior to England 
only, in arts, arms, tlie powers of reafoning, &c. Was it 
not joyful, then» that Ihe Ihould have caft olF the tyranny 
of the moft horrid defpotifm, and become free ? Surely, wa 
did not wiih thatP- liberty ihould be engrofled by ourlelvet. 
If his right honourable friend talked of light abd lhade, Mr, 

Vox.. XXi:St. V y Fa* 
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Fox %becip was no lhade fo j>roper Ibr the people ol this 
doantiyt as the departed defpotlfin of France; of whiclu 
though qo more in exigence, we feemed ftill to be afraid; 
and the French thein(elves» from a dread of the return of the 
fpedre, did many things which appeared extravagant and 
pbford to us, who were cool obfervers of the fcene pacing in 
France. A ludicrous image dF this was given by the nrft 
of our dramatic poets, who makes Falftan fay, ** I fpar this 
« gunpowder Percy, though he be dead.” 1 he right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman has faid, that he fhall lofe my friend- 
Ihip, (continued Mr. Fox) but this I afiure him he ihall not 
lofe. He has alfo faid, he fhould lofe that of the friends 
about him, becaufe he Hands up for the conHitution of this 
bountiy. I, however, hope that my friends areas fond of 
that confliituiion as the right honourable gencl^an is, and 
that the example of France will make them cautious not 
run into the (hme errors, and give the fame provocation 
to thd people. With regard to tefts, Mr. Fox laid, he 
would not telieve his right honourable friend had altt red Ins 
lentiments on that head, till he law him voting for one. 
France had eftahlilhed a complete unequivocal toleration, and 
he heartily wilhed tliat a complete toleration was alfo edab- 
Blhed in Kngiand. Becaufe troubles had happened at the 
ifime the French were changing their conilitution, Ihould we 
fay that they would al(b happen in England, viere any alte¬ 
ration made m our conHitution ? He mud contend for the 
contrary ; and as he thought that the Britiih conftitution was 
capable of improvements, fo did he think the greated im^ 
provements might be engrafted on it, by degrees, with fuc- 
cefs, and without any violation of the public tranquillity. 

Mr. Fox faid, helailiented the diderence that had hap¬ 
pened, but he hoped, that whm his right honourable fi iend 
came to turn in his mind all the circumdances that bad occa- 
Boned it, he would forget what was pad. His right honour- 
sibte friend had (aid, that if he were to quote (bme of his ex* 
^Weldons on particular occadons, he could proye his incon* 
fidency. Mr. Fox .acknowledged that no Member of that 
Houfe was more apr to let expreffions fall which, perhips 
were ralh and imprudent, than he was. He knew he had done 
(o; but his right honourable friend never let any thing fall 
btlt what did him honour, and might be remembered to his 
credit. Mr. Fox now proceeded to fpeak of the reafons 
wbich had induced the right honourable gentleman and him- 
iklf to enter into a fy Hematic oppofition to the piefent admi- 
riiftration, this was not, he (aid, for the |'Hirpo(e of obtaining 
l^wer and emolument by the means of a fadtion, but he had 
' ever underdood they and their friends had formed a party for 
fiippCrting the ttue ptuiciples oftbe Britiib conditution uid 

watching 
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watching i 3 ie prerogative. Aller expatiatiiw on t\uf» Mr, 
'Fox faid^ ** let the right honoyrabk geptfonaii maiilUin 
his opinions^ but let him not blame me for having roioe.” 
He tlien noticed the cruel and hard manner in whichTiis right 
honourable friend bad ufed him, and {poke feelingly of tlw 
pain it bad given him. The courfe lie fhould purfue, he 
faid, would be to keep out of his right honourable friend's 
way, till time and refledlion had fitted him (Mr. Burke) to 
think differently upon thefubjeA; and then, if their frienda 
did not contrive to unite them, he fhould think their friends 


did not a£l as they had a right to expedl at their hands. If 
his right honourable friend wifhed to bring forward the quef- 
tion of the French revolution on a futute day, in that cafe 
he would difcufi. it with him as temperately as he could ; at 
prefent he had (aid all that he thought neceflary, and let his 
right honourable friend fay what he would more upon thefuh- 
je£l, he would make him no farther reply. 

Mr. Burkt faid, that the tendernefs which had been dif* 
played in the beginning and conclufion of the fpeech, had 
been completely done away by what had occurred in tlie 
middle part, tinder the maik of kindnefs for him, an at¬ 
tempt had been made to injure his chainfler, and attack tlie 
whole of his public conduct. The event of this night's de¬ 
bate, in which he had been interrupted, without being fuf- 
fered to explain, in which he hid been accufed, and had not 


been heard, made him at a lols now to underftand what was 


party oi friendfhip. He had, indeed, as had been alledged, 
propoied a redudlion of the power of the Crown; but he 
had propofed it only fo far as he confidered it necelTary; and 
though his views had not been complied with, no bad confe- 
quences had followed. In 1784, an attack had been made, 
not upon the form, but upon the fpirit of the conftitution. 
His oppofition to this attack had not been fingle and unfup* 
ported. He had not, indeed, fucceeded in piocuring a re* 
medy. He knew not, indeed, where the remedy was to be 
found. The evil arofe from the people; and till they Ihould 
be made fenfible of the difeafe, how was it poffible to apply 
the means of cure ? He did not expe£l that his jefls, that 
haily or carelefs exprelfions fhould have been recorded againil 
him, and muftered up in the form of accufations. And ye^ 
all this was done under the mafic of friendlhip 1 He had bwn 
charged with inconfillency, but he defired that there fhould 
be (hewn one word, one exprefiaon, one ad or occafion, in 
which lie had difcoveied the fmallefi inconfiftency. It had 


been Paid, that the Britifh conilitution might in fome points 
be amended. But had he ever affirmed that it, or any other 
human conftitution, might not ? It had been charged upoi| 
^io^, that he thought it necelTary to abufe every other confti- 
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tfltloa^ in order to pnife the Pritiih. Bat had ha orer dif* 
pUyedanyfoeh fpiirit) On the contrary, he Ihould never 
nave thbni^t it neceflary to bring forward the French con- 
imitation as the fubjed^ of animadverfion, had not attempts 
been made to intrMuce the monfter into this country. He 
had heard the right honourable gentleman, who now apjieaied 
as fo violent an advocate of the French conftitution, fay, 
that the King of F'rance was the bell*intentioned Sovereign 
in Europe. This King might now be faid to be in jai!. in 
confequence of his good nature, indeed, he had been ruined* 
He had gone on from conreffion to conceihon—from the 
grant of one indulgence to another, till at lail he found him- 
lelf deprived by his fuhjedls of hi& own rights, thus holding 
out a memomble loiTon to all Monarchs to he watchful in 
preferving their privileges, and ciutious in guarding agnmll 
the incroachments of their fubje€ls Political truth, it had 
been faid, gains by difcuffion, hut it was fuiely not that f rt 
of difcuffion which had taken place tin* e\ening, in wliich 
hisfaiSbs had not been allowed to be produced, and his aigu- 
snents had not been heard. A ferious danger, as he had flat- 
ed before, and would now re,'eat, was to be apprehended 
from the introduction of the principles of the new ciniftitu- 
tion into this country. If there Ihould be formed in this 
country a party, however fmall, who might join with ihofe 
abroad, what evils might not enfue 9 However fmall might 
be the party inimical to the conflitutjon, in this country, yet 
they were not lefs to be dreaded ; they would not want the 
fupport of numbers. The conflitution of this country leans 
to Monarchy : It was necciTiry that all parts of it fltould be 
defended together* All the par's of the conflitution had now 
been attacked. I.ibels wtre circulated i^ninfl the conflitution 
by Societies, who aflumed the name of Conflitutional. Nay, 
libels were circulated through the country in the name of the 
Crown, and under the pretended fanClion of His Majefly’s 
Miniflers, and from that authority, recommended to the pe- 
rnfal and attention of the people. Such libels, iflued in the 
name of the Crown* and eagerly devoured by the ignorant 
and hot-headed multitude, had been, in a great meafurc, the 
iburce of the evils ip France, and their progrdfs was to he 

F aarded ngainll in this country. The new conflitution in 
ranee had been palled a flupendous fabric of wifdom. He 
had thought that the right hopoui able gentleman had pof- 
feSed a better talle in architeflure, than to heflow this mag- 
nifieent epithet on a building compofpd of untempered mor¬ 
tar* For his own part, when he faw the new temple, he 
wept* Heconfidered it as the work of Goths and Vandals, 
where every thing was out of place, disjointed, 4nd inverted. 
It had been faid, that he did not love lefts: yet, if his inti¬ 
macy 
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macy ihould be renewed with the right honOQrtble gtntleflMn» 
he might explain to him, that it was necefliu7 that fome evil 
ihould be fufiered in order to obtain a greater good. In 
France, it had been aflerted by the right toiiourable gentle¬ 
man, prevailed the largell religious toleration, it would be 
judged of what nature was th. t toleration, when it was un- 
derilood that there the moll cruel tefts were impofed. Na^, 
teAs weie impofed for the moA inliuroan of all purpofes, in 
order to dc,irive thofe of whom they were exai^ed of their 
bread 1 he treatment of the Nuns was too fhockini; almoA 
to be mentioned. Thefe wretched girls, who could only be 
animated by the moA exalted religious enthuliafm, were en¬ 
gaged in the laoA painful office of hunmity, in the moA fa- 
cred dutyofpiet), vifiting a-'d attending the hofpitjis. Yet 
thefe had hetn drigged into the Arerts; thefe had been 
fcourged bv the fo\etcigns of the French nation, bccauiethe 
prjeA, fro n whom tlu) hul received the racrament, had not 
iuhinittcd to til" teA. 1 Ins piocceding hid paA^ not only 
unpuniAied, hut i ncenfuied. Yet, in tlie country in which 
inch proceedings had happened, had been faid to fubfiA the 
hrgeit religious tcieiation 1 he prefent Aate of France was 
ten timeh nniie thin tyr'irn>. 11 e new conAitution was 
faul to be n 1 expei iment; but it was not true. It h'ld already 
been tried, and been found to Ir'onI) pioduiflive of evils. 
Thov would go on fmm tvr ini y to tstanny, fiom oppteffion 
to opprclTum, till at laA the whrle lyAein would terminate 
in the ruin a id tlcAru^lion of tint miferahle and deluded 
^people He Aated that hi. opinion uf the revolution in Ame- 
|!ica did not tt all militate with Ins opinion oi the revolution 
jof France. In that inAance, he confideretl that the people 
had had fome leafon for the condu6i which they had purfuecL 
!Theie was an expreffion of his, which Itad been taken exv 
iception at-—“ well-dilciplincd tioops.” He cnlv meant that 
ic/ery body of men who adit d upon a method, and in coitcert, 
were well difciplined. He was lorry for the prefent occafion. 
Sufficient to the day was the e\il thereof. Yet let the evil 
he to him, if the good was to many. He^ hot ed that they 
would not barter & conAitution of this country, the eter¬ 
nal jewel of th(i*fouls, for a wild and vifionary fyAem, 
which could only lead to coiifuiion and diforder. With ro* 
jard to pretences of ftiend/liip, he muA own th.at he did not 
like them, where hischaradler and public condudi, as in the 
iiefcnt inAance, had been fo materially attacked and injured. 
The French prnciples m this country, he had been told, 
vould come to fome head. It would then be perceived what 
were their confequences. Several of the gentlemen were 
foung enough to tee a change. They would be enterpniing 
nough to adl a part. It world then be feei^ whether they 

would 
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or encumbered irt tbegn^. In 
along Urith the current, they would moft ceruinly he 
forced, fo execute and approve many things very contrary to 
their own nature and charader, 

Mr. Fitt. Chancellor Pitt faid he rofe to take notice pf the very 
extraordinary fituation in wh:ch the Houfe fiood, but would 
fay only a very few words; and indeed the only fubjeft to 
which, as the queftion then Aood, he could fpeak, was one 
which excluded him from going into any debate upon it. 
They had been engaged for fome hours in an unfiniued de« 
hate on a queftion qi order, moved in the middle of the right 
honourable gentleman’s fpeech, on the queftion of reading 
the claufes in the Quebec bill, paragraph by paragraph; and 
the queftion of order was, whether the right honourable gen* 
tleman ftiould be permitted to go on in an argument on the 
fubjedt of the French revolution, which he had begun, but 
had been frequently interrupted by having been called to 
order by difterent gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe. 
The right honourable gentleman oppoHte to him (Mr. Fox) 
had fpoken early in the debate on the queftion of order, and 
had given it as his opinion, that it was diforderly for the 
other right honourable gentleman to enter into a difeuftion 
refpedling the late revolution in France; and yet the right 
honourable gentleman himCtlf had, in his own fpeech, gone 
direftly to that difculhon, and the Committee had fince heard 
two fpeecbes from each of the right honourable gentlemen 
immediately upon the fubjeift of the French revolution. For 
his own part, he had all along been of opinion that the right 
honourable gentleman who opened the firft debate, had been 
ftri^lly in order iq introducing his opinions on the French 
levolutlon, when Ijieaking on a fubjecl: of a conftituuon to 
1)6 provided for Quebec, although he could not hut think, 
that every .afperity and cenfure on that event had, for various 
reafuns, better be avoided. Cireumftanced as the Committee 
then ftood, he faid, he felt a confiderahle degree of embar- 
raftment; he did not think it confiftent with decorum to 
move any amendment to the queftion of order, nor that any 
advantage was likely to refult from tak||g the fenfe of the 
Houfe upon it. The only advifeable thing to be done, was 
to withdraw it; but to that there was clearly an obftacle, 
though he hoped not altogether an infpperable one. It was 
ufuai, he believed, to obtain the confent of the mover of qny 
queftion, previous to its being withdrawn; but ip the prfr* 
fent cafe, the noble Lord wlio had propofed tlie queftion ha 4 
withdrawn himfelf. His having left the Houfe, however, 
might be prefnmed to be a pretty ftrong implied confent on 
the part of t)te noble mover to its b^tig withdrawn, and 
thtmote be (houki fnggeft that nleUure. Mr. Pitt thwi ree 
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tarred to the &*ft debate^ end faid, that upon the qneftio^ 
whether the clauiet of a bill be read paragraph by paragraph;, 
any rantletnan who thought the general principle of the bill, 
and me principles of the claufes, fo objedionablc^ that tjiey 
could not be fo modelled and matured by corredion m a 
Committee, as to be made fit to pafs, was undoubtedly en¬ 
titled to ftate his objei^ions to the bill; and therefore he had 
thought the right honourable gentleman perfedlly in order 
in the mode he had adopted ; but it had betn fuppofed that 
he had given an opinion that the right honourable gentleman's 
arguments and dui^liines were not to be lupporttd either by 
him, or any of thofehonouiahlefiiends who generally voted 
with him. Now, it was to be recolledled, that he had de¬ 
clined giving any opinion whatever on thefubjedl, and bad 
carefully avoided doing io, declaring that he did not think 
It pioper for him, in tlie fituation in which he fiooJ, to ea> 
ter into difcullion of an opinion on the conflitution then 
forming in a neighbouring country. With regard to what 
the right honourable gentleman had (nd of a inilreprefenta* 
|ion by him of that right honourable genti man’s words in 
A former debate on the Queliec hill, if he had given any inti- 
reprefentation of the right honouiable gentleman's fpeech, 
he had given it in the right honourablegentlemin's own words, 
and in his prefence; if, therefore, he had mifiaken or mifiated 
any thing the right honourable gentleman had faid, it had 
been in his own powei to fet him right at tiie infiint, and 
not let a wrong impteflion of his words go abroad. The 
faifl was, tlut in difculfing the luhjedl of the new confiitu- 
tion fur Canada, he had (uggefied his intention to propofe, 
as the bill in fa.!:^ did provid*, an hereditary Council, in imi¬ 
tation of oui Houte of Lords; wheieas the nglit honourable 
gentleman had tuggefled that, in his optn.on, an ele£li\e 
Council would be ptelerable; and, as tlte right honourable 
gentleman had juft been talking of the Csoverninents of the 
Independent and United States of America, which were Re* 
publics, he (Mr Pitt) hid conceived that the right honour¬ 
able gen tlemm was inclined to think, that a greater infafion 
of republican principles into the new government of Canada 
would be better adapted to that province than a conftitu^ion 
more exa^ly Cimllar to our own; and therefore, in his rtply 
he had given his fentiments againft any greater infufion of 
repuhlicanifm into the new conftitution of Canada than at 
prefent fubfifted m the Bntifti Gonftftution. 'That was pre- 
cifely what he had faid, and that, he cunceived, was no 
milleprefentation of the light honourable gentleman's fpeech. 
^8 to the publications which the other right honourable gen¬ 
tleman had ftated to have been d fteroinating throughout this 
ueuntry, with a view to extol the Prench revolution and us 
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cooi^nenees, .^nd to induce the people to look into the 
piinc pies of their own conftitutionf he did not venture to 
think that there might be no danger arifing from them; but 
when he had faid that he faw no caufe for immediate damn 
from them, it was becaufe he was of opinion that they were 
the lefs dangerous at that time, (ince he could not think the 
Fret'ch revolution, or any of the new conftitutions, cOuld 
be deemed an obje£t hr for imhation in this country, by any 
fet of men, or that fuch an attempt (hould ever be made •«- 
There was fuch a fund of good fenfe in that Houfe, and fuch 
a love for the conilicution implanted in the minds of the 
people in general, that he faw no reafon to apprehend any 
one revolution in this country. But although he was not 
deiirousof going with the right honourable gentleman in his 
comments on the French revolution, and little apprchenfive 
as he was of a iiinilar revolution taking place in this coun* 
try, yet he agreed witli that right honourable gentleman, 
that our own conttitution was ineftlmable; and that not only 
no other conilttution was preferable, but that no other 
whatever, as adapted to the genius of the people, and the fe- 
curity of popular freedom, would bear a moment's coenpa- 
rifon with it. The right honourable gentleman, he obferved, 
had intimated that he was to receive no fupport from him, 
nor from any near him, in his arguments that day; the frdt 
was, he faid, that they had not got fo far into the debate, 
that it was poifibie for the right honourable gentleman to 
have heard from him, or from any of his friends, whether 
they meant to fupport him or not. He had already declared 
that, far various reafons, he did not wilh to enter into any 
chicuilion on the fubje^l of the French revolution; and if, 
hereafter, there (hould appear more ferious ground of appre- 
hendon, that tbeie was any dffi^ii to fuhvert our conftitu- 
tinn, and that ground (hould b^ ftated by the right honour- 
able gentleman, he (hould nor only receive his warmi'ft and 
mod eSe'Slual fupport, but no gentleman, who thought as he 
did, he was perfuaded, would refqfe his (hpport to the right 
bonnurahle gentleman. He thought the right honourable 
gen'leman entitled to the gratitude of his country, for having 
that day, in fo able and eloquent a manner, dated his fenfe 
of the degree of danger tothecondituMun that already exided, 
and did alTure him, that although Jic was o( opinion that our 
conditution was capable of gradual and temperate meliora¬ 
tion and amendment in fome few of its principles, yet fo 
fully and perfectly wa 4 he perfuaded of its being preferable 
to that of an^ other conditution in the world, that he woulif 
cordially co*operate with the right honourable gentleman in 
taking every pofSble means to preferve it, and deliver it 
down to poderity, as the bed fecurity for the profperity, free- 
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dom, and liappinefs of the Britiih people. In the courfe of 
his fpeech) Mr. Pitt hinted that it would be tn^offible for 
them, at that late hour, to go into the difcumoa of the 
clauies of the bill. 



Mr. Fox immediately rifing, acknowledged that the right Mr. Foa. 
honourable gentleman had given a pretty fair account of 
what h-nd palled the other day upon the Quebec bill, and he 
was dbliged to him for having explained his meaning. In 
the propofition of having the Council elective rather than 
hereditary, he declared he did not think there was any thing 
like infilling republican principles into the new conltitution 
for Canad.i; of which, he was fatisiied, he fhould be able to 


convince the right honourable gentleman who had juft fat 
down, as well as the right honourable gentleman near him, 
when they went into the debate on the claufes of the bill. 
When that day came, Mr. Fox fuid, be hoped the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman near him would come down to the Houfe 
and join in the debate, as he was anxious to get to pra« 51 ice 
from tlieoiy ; and whatever the right honourable gentleman 
himieif might think, all his arguments that day had been 
mere theories, and nothing elfe. Mr. I'ox declared he was 
not to be impofed on by founds, fo as to be ftartled at the 
name of republican principles; there was in our own confti- 
tution fomething of thofe principles, inafmuch as that Houfe 
was tiledive ; but it was ou account of the bad ufe of the 
word “ repul.Iican,* and the purpofe to which it might be 
converted, that he had been anxious to have his former ar¬ 
guments explained. They all knew that the word ** repub¬ 
lican'’ was a watch word, always unfairly applied to any 
man, when the objed was to run him down, and exafperate 
the country againft him. He ftiould, therefore, be glad 
when they came into the claufes of the bill, becaufe profef- 
fions of principles were at all times odious to him : and in¬ 
deed every body might know his principles fiom his political 
life, having never attempted or wilhed to difguife them. 
When, however, they came into the debate on the claufes, 
he (hould ftate his realbns why he preferred an eledive to an 
hereditary Council for Canada, and he flattered himfelf, not 
altogether without fucctfs. 

It was then moved, “ That the Chairman leave the chair, 
“ and alk leave to fit again.” 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt wilhed to know what day would be 
agreeable fur the Committee to be refumed, and at length 
Wednefday next was agieed on. 

The Houfe adjourned. 




354 


A. 1791. 


PARLIAMENTARY 

Mondayf ^th May, 

Mr. Mr. YorkCf in confequence of the notice given on Fri- 
Torke. day, rofe to noake a motion for leave to bring in a bill to en¬ 
able the judges to fend and receive letters free of poftage. 
This motion he founded on two grounds; ift. The dignity 
of the judges which entitles them to every raaik of conlide- 
ratlon; and, zndiy, Their having frequent occafions, particu¬ 
larly on the circuits, to fend and receive letters on public 
bufinef«. He fpoke with great refpeiS of the chai alters of the 
prefent judges, and fnid, that fioin the dignity of their office, 
their elevated rank, and a variety of other conAdemtions 
every poffible mark of diAinflion Ihould he paid to tlicm. 
He mentioned, that the commander in cliief, the adjutant 
general, and other military ch.naflers poilefled the privilege, 
and therefore it appealed the more Angular that the judges, 
to whom a variety of letters of an oiFici.il nature were ne- 
ceffarily fent, Ainuld not have had tlie privilege extended to 
them. Mr. Yorke faid, it might happen that a Lord Ch.in- 
cellor was not a Peer, and the Mafter oPthc Rolls might not 
be a Member of Parliament, and yet their coiiefpondence 
on official fubjefls might be extremely cxtenAve; the pro¬ 
priety therefore of giving them the privilege of receiving let¬ 
ters free, and franking their own letters, feemed to him to be 
fo obvious, that he could not foreiee any ohje£lion to his 
motion. The only objedlion that could poffibly he made to 
it, was, on the fcore of revenue; but that conAderation would 
not, he conceived, weigh much again A a propofition hy which 
the revenue would be io little aAtfled. He concluded with 
moving, “ That leave be given to bring in a bill to enable 
the Lord Chancellor, Loid Keeper, or CommiAloneis lor 
“ executing the office of Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of 
“ Great Jjrirain, the MaAer of the Rcdls, and the twelve 
** Judgrs of LiiglaiH (tor the time being) to fend and re- 
« ceive letter, and packets free tiom the duty of poAage.” 

^ Mr. ChancelJer Pitt fcc^ndid the mo*ion. 

Sir John Sir 'John Sihdai* did 1101 life to oppofe the motion, hut to 
Sincidir. fuggeA the propriety of extending the bill to the Judges of 
Scotland. In pomt of revenue, Sir fohn laid, the ilifleience 
could be no ol>leet, and the principl** was the fame in refpeft 
to both parts of the kingdom. 

Lord Ad- The Lord /dt^ocate I poke a few woids in fupport of Sir 
vocate. John Sinclair’- propofition. • 

Mr.M.A. Mr. Af, A. Yaylor fald, he was ext reinelv foi ry to And him- 
Taylor. felf obliged to differ from the leaintd g'^ntlemaii who made 
the mot ion, and the right honoinabie gentlemen wliofecondeJ 
it* He knew and felt how extKuifly unplcafant it was for 
any man to oppofe a motion whicli piofcATed to have for its 
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objc(£l the doing honour to men of fucli high and refpedable 
cliarad^eis as the pi dent judges, hut much as he regretted it, ^ 
bis duty niuR he nuiformed. He greatly feared that the 
principle of the learned gentleman’s hill, if extended at all, 
mull he extended much faiiher than either the learned gen¬ 
tleman, or the right honourable gentleman, meant it to be. 
1 he privilege of franking he had ever underllood to be the 
exdolive privilege of Members of the two Houfes of Parlia¬ 
ment, and if It uere extended to judges on account of their 
ofHctal chaiadfers, he faw not where to draw the line: juf- 
tices of the peace and various other deferiptions of men, con- 
tirded with judicial proceedings, would naturally exped and 
claim the lame piivilege. He had, about five years fince, 
paid particular attention to the fuhie^, .and theiefore be 
fpoke from information, when be afllited that fcarcely any 
me of the Judges paid above throe pounds per annum for the 
pollagc of letteis, packets, Ac. Ho Hated the caf:s in which 
a Judge might be imagined to hold an official correfpOndence, 

^ Sijppofc, for inflnnce, that a Jid'^e leaves a ccitain numlrer 
of convK^s under fentence, and a; |iI.cation is maile to him 
by lettoi in favour of any of th 1in that cafe the Maiflxal 
or piopci officer pass and rbaiges all fuch letters. 

Again, if a Judge had ocoaflon In coiielpoiul with the 
Secietary of State, the Sccntaiy of State londs an anl'wer 
flee. Eet tlum look to the nfe of the Lords of befuon, 
till- LoiJs Juliices, the Welch Judpfand a s nie*y of ethers 
who had, at haft, as good a < la.m to the priMh ge as the 
Judges. Did any man think of gi'ing the piivih '^e ol hank¬ 
ing to the Sliciins fur tho* time ixnng, and yet Shoiiirs liad a 
vaft correfpondence in coiifequencc of iticir office. No 
Juiige, he was fure, paid nioie than 5I. a ^(ar in the whole 
for poftage. Let gcinleraen rtcollefl: the laigcad iiion made 
fonie yeais ago to the falaries of the lud^e-. Ncitlici of the 
Judges received lefs than a net 2CCo’. a year, and fome of 
thofe belonging to the King’s Tench moie fir affidas >s, &c. 
With rel^aid to the point of dignity, did it .idd at all to the 
dignity of Members of Parliament to base the pi'vilege of 
writing their names on a piece of piper. No man, he be¬ 
lieved, would fay it did: he beggej th^ Houfe, tlierefore, 
would a little confider, whether if tl.e privilege of franking 
were extended to the Judges, it might not likewife be ex¬ 
tended to Mafters in Chancery. Mr. I'nylor concluded 
with faying, that he would notdeclate it was his intention 
to oppofe the bill in all its ftages, but he wiftied to have the 
queiiion confidered abftradled fiom the characters of the pre- 
feiit Judges, whofe conduCt and lerpeCtability would com¬ 
mand almoft any thing. 

Z 7. a *Mr. 
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Mr. Mr. torktf in reply, faid, he Ihoald be extremely forry if,> 
Torke. in confequence of any motion of his, any thing prejudicial 
to the Judges (hould be fuggeiled. With regard to the ob- 
fervations made by diflferent gentlemen, it would be time 
enough when the bill fiiould m brought in« and to go to a 
Committee for the Houfe to adopt any alteration or amend¬ 
ment that they thought proper. 

Mr. Mr. PawUt faid, the privilege of franking ihould cer- 
Fasrlet. tjjnly be confined to the Members of the two Houfes of 
Parliament* 

Mr.Baker Mr. Bakef^ thought that, in the prefent Hate of the re¬ 
venue, no meafure tending to abridge its receipt ihould be 
adopt^: as it was, the privilege of franking, as tliey all 
knew, had gone' to a very fcandalous length. 

Mr. Pitt. Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that if the honourable gentle¬ 
man could point out a remedy for the abufe he complained 
of, it would be thankfully received; but many inconveni* 
ences were known of, which it was eafier to mention than to 
remove. With regard to the motion, he did not think that* 
when it came to be ftated as a ^ueftion, whether the Judges 
of England were not as fair objeds for the difiin£lion of the 
privilege of franking as any other defcription of men, that 
there could be any pofiible objedlion. In a pecuniary point 
of view the matter was merely of fo trivial a confideratioh, 
tliat it VI as no objeifl. 

Sir Adam Sir Mam Firgufon declared, he had not meant to fay a 
Fergulon. ,vord on the iubjedl; but if the matter was trivial in point 
of pecuniary view, and merely to be confidered as a mark of 
dignity and difiindron, he faw no reafon why the Judges, in 
both parts of the kingdom, Ihould not be put on a footing, 
as their rank was equal, and their avocations fimilar. 

btr. Mr. Burden did not think, in the preient fituation of the 
Burdeiiv revenue of this country, that any extention of a privilege 
likely to diminifh it would be prudent. 

Mr. Fo*. Mr. Fox obferved, that if it was merely on the fcore of 
diftindlion that the privilege of franking was wHhed to be 
extended to the Judges, it ought to be rememhereil that the 
Archbifliop of Cantetbury, and fume of the highefi charac¬ 
ters in the country, had not the power of franking their let* 
ters during the interval between a difiblution of a Parliament, 
and the choice of a new one. 

Mr Mr. Thrke fpoke of the nature of the correfpondence which 
Yorkc. tbe Judges had, and obferved, that it was nor very ufual to 
objedl to a morion for leave to introduce a bill; he hoped, 
therefore, that gentlemen would fuffer the bill to be brought 
in, and debate it when there was a fuller attendance. 

Mr. M*** Martin faid, that fo far from wiihing to extend the 
Mvtik* pririlege of franking, he wiihed to fee it contraded, being 
X certain 
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certain that it was ihamefully abtifed. The advantage of 
correfponding with the moft diftaiit parts of the country, at 
fo finall an expence, was fo great, that he thought no perfon 
ought to refufe to pay for it. Belides, it was almoft always 
for the benefit of the rich, and thofe who could well afford 
to pay, that the privilege was exercifed. 

Mr. Huffey declared, that the privilege of franking was a 2VTr. 
privilege of which he was aihamed, and had rather he with- Hufliry. 
out. He could not, he faid, agree to accommodate the rich 
at the expence of the poor. 

The Houle divided; 

Ayes, 38; Noes, 52, 

*Tuefdayt lOth May, 

Sir Gilbert ElUot moved that the petition from the General StrGHlxrt 
AlTembly of the Chuich of Scotland, and the a( 5 l of 25th of Elhot* 
Charles 11 . cap. 2. might be read; and they were accordingly 
read; upon which he rofe, and begged to llate the origin of 
ehe petition, in older to do away every opinion that the pre- 
fent application luu .'irifen from party or politic il views : it 
had otiginated, he faid, from the fuggellion of an individual 
in Scothtnd, a piivate charaiEler, but highly refpedled, who 
was a man of learning, of abilities, and eileemed for his pri¬ 
vate wotth; he was a Minifterof the Kiik of Scotland* 
bialled by no party motive, but liberal and unprejudiced, at* 

Cached to toleration and to leligious liberty, who had been 
induct'd to fubmit the propolition he had made to the Gene¬ 
ral AiOembly of the Kirk of Scotland, in confpquencc of an 
obfei vation on the lafl debate for the repeal of the ted a£l* 

In that debate he had obfei ved, that the objeflion to the re¬ 
peal was mod forcibly urged, upon two giounds, which ap¬ 
peared to him to Im condufive m favoui of an application 
from the profeilbrs of the dodnnes of the Kak of Scotland, 
to be relieved from the Lngldi ted; and thinking it a fa¬ 
vourable opportunity to be embraced for an application, he 
communicated his opinion to another clergyman of the kirk, 
and with him diew up an overture, and prefented it to the 
General Aflembly. *1 hat overture met with the reception 
it merited, an ample difeuflion; the lefult of which was, as 
might be expected, an unanimous approbation of refer ting it 
to the (General Committee to carry iiitocde£t thu application 
the Houfe had jud heaid read. 

The honour ible Baronet argued from the unanimity of the 
General AiSembly; which he dated to be a conclufive proof 
. that the quedion was not a quedion of party, but that it 
reded wholly on its own merits. The application was 
couched in the moft refpe£lful terms; and though they had 

had 
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had many opport nities to join thin ciufe to the caufc ot 
perfons of a diiFirent description, thiy had avoided (uch con- 
nedtion, and c nhnid their r«.piLientation to then own griev¬ 
ances, uiiiuMin^ then ipplication with as little agitation 
to the puhlii. mind as poflihl'*. He was awm that it might 
be urged igamd the applicitioii, that the Alllnibly of the 
Church had tiavt lied out ol th (Iridl line ol thin duty, in 
repiefenting what might he conhdeped a civil git&v ince; but 
he contended tint it was a religious, is well as a cimI griev¬ 
ance; for both cou'd not he enjoved hy proleliors of tho 
Kirk; if tluy enjoyed the ii,il, tiny muft ahindon theic- 
cleilillical; and it tliey enjoyed the eccleflaAiciI, they mud; 
abandon tht civil, or rendei theinfJve* lnh>e to the penal¬ 
ties of not complying with the Utl. Iheir ipplicition for 
redreisof this cimI grievance, interwoven with the ecc^efiaf- 
tical grievance, was, in his opinion, a preferable mode to the 
convening county meetings to co-operate with thnn, linct rt 
ihewed their moderation, and was an additional ptoof that 
they-were not urged on bv paity motives. 

hit (iilbert dated, that the Committee had applied by letter 
to the Minider, and to another light honourable gentlcmm 
in the Houfe (tile Lord Advocite) but had not from the for¬ 
mer received any anivver, thoiicrh ftom the litt«.i tliey had 
received a ditcouraging one; this dilcouiigcintnt he did not 
expeiSt to hear urged ngimd: their prefling thtir application^ 
as ofFendve to the Houfe, for the riglit of any of Ilis Ma-* 
jelly’s fubje» 9 :s to petition ig unft a grievance, depended not 
upon the approbntion of Miinfters, or any man. 

Having thus adduced convincing proofs thit the petition 
had not its origin in party, fhe honouiable Baionct next 
begged to aflure the Houle, that he hirolelf had not undei- 
taken the condufl of it fiom any party motives; foi though 
he was not alKamed of avowing his attachment to thole gen¬ 
tlemen with wliom he hid the honour to a£t, in the prelent 
indance he was ai 5 luited by no paity views whatevei. He 
lamented that the lubje^l had not been taken up by fomc 
other gentleman, that it might hive been handled with 
greater ability than he could pittend to; but having faken it 
up, he would cxeit himlelf to the utmoll, being a well- 
wilhei to th It part of the country from whence the appli¬ 
cation came. It would be unnecelTiry, he laid, for him to 
enter, at any length, into arguments in fupport of the mo¬ 
tion he fliould lubmit to the Houfe, as a fimilar fuhje6l had 
been fometime fmee fully difculTcd ; and it was lefs ncceflaiy 
now to enter into my length of argument, lince, in the pre- 
(ent fefllon, bv a hill that had gone thtough that Houfe (the 
Roman Catholic bill) a proof hid been given to the wot Id 
chat they podTcflld tclerant and bbcral opinions. He would 
' there- 
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theiefore, in aw hat lie had to fay, confine liimfelf to two 
principles, wh'cli he fliouid lay down as the foundation of 
his motion; in fupport of which principles’ he was almoft 
aihamed to offer argument, tlvy being m the prefent en¬ 
lightened day, univerfally admittrd. Ihe principles were, 
iiiiV, tint religious piiitcution was now difclaimed in aU 
pirts ; and lecondiy, that pain, or reftraint, was unjufl for 
n ligiou^ opinions, merely confiiU red as fuch. T hole fevr, he 
fiid who Itill retimed an\ paTicle of the ipirit of religious 
perf cution, wete obliged to flultcr their opinions under 
civil policy, and the pul»hc good; lot the tine Ipiiit of reli¬ 
gion was now too well known to fuihr the fpiiir of perfecu- 
tion to appear; and the attiihutts of tli* divine goodnefs 
were alfo too well known for an id<-1 to ht eiti rtiiii d that 
ment would h* found in hiN fight bv our i,.fflK‘ling eich 
o*hei. J V auth i tv, men might he inlued to difgui'e 
then opinions, hit lut’ n'v Ind no bold ov» i the mind. 
IVifecuti 11, he ( hi'rv''d, h td made Inpot rii s and mutvis, 
but ne\ti vet mail* acin^ett. Open piliicution wis now 
vnknov n, nut it‘ fipillti hr inches vveie |iW i‘i oecihonallv 
linden pio\ iion fn public I'le*}, inn the mil ce of which 
piincipV he w oiild »iot llicn cite', is it wn** imi ir^tial to his 
tb)‘rt; o 1 tlic coMti 11V, h would auniit, *oi th < 1 of ar- 
giiintnt, rhiti*'\\T 1 1 ight 111 C'lwcnin ttol'vrhcn un¬ 
der civil nllii^iops f< i itm oi's cpui c, I ; m icluin for 
whiih It fhouM if^lolnvi planted 11 hi n. ^hu a govern- 
nunt Ind no riplit tc> p'lfcciT'f tor itligions c p i ion , bit 
wh t( ilic'w opi 1 Liis vvLio known In d 'g'*ious to the 
br re, 

it w IS no*-his intention, Sir (jMh''rt fill, to eiter into t 
difiufrn ct alifrai^t ’’•Rht ; on tlu 'ontraiy, he fhould 
cm fully Hold fuel diftuflioi* he w is vv ni intrd, howevei, 
in con'f luling, th it no < iti/en wlntevri on’lit to he ahridgid 
of his rights in any c.ifi hut of ahfolutc luceflity ; when tint 
neceflitj enfed, tin lennii^ion hicomts opprelhon. It was 
not the hufinefs of any one to piove tint In ought not to l>e 
reAruflcd in liis right, the otius lay on tlie other fide, for the 
neceflity ought to be proved by thole who imp f»d the rc- 
flii( 5 )ion. On the two propofitions which he h id Hated, he 
11 Hid his emit, ind would inly afllrt, floitl}, thitScot- 
lind W1S reHiK''<d of lights without any giound to prove 
tint the pofTiflion of thof lights weie dangerous to the 
Hite; and that flie wis ahi dged of the piivileges without 
anv ground of mctflfity. }>y Hw and bv tieaty, Scotland 
bid a feparate chuicli, ind a lepu ite religion, efTentia'ly dif¬ 
ferent t.om the church of Lngimd; by the Treaty of Union 
the lubjedls of both cc>untiies were to have a free commu¬ 
nication of right throughout the wliole united empire : but 
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how had they foch fiee cqmoiunicationt of nghf? If the 
left skA was fufiered to apply to the Members ot the Kirk of 
Scotland) they were injared m both their civil and religious 
rights, for they could not enjoy both. Here the honour* 
able &ronet laid he flood upon ground, and called upon 
his adverfaries to prove that Scotland had not a right, both 
hy treaty and by law, to enjoy her civil and religious privi- 
S^es in equal paiticipatiori with tlie fubjedls of Lngland. 
It was a natural and a laudable ambition> he laid, to be de* 
flrous of taking a part in the affairs of our counti y ; it was 
an ambition that ought ever to be encouraged, for by that 
ambition was produced the ai^ivity and energy eflentially 
necefCiry for the pub'ic good. Wheie, he alkeJ, was the 
juflice or the policy of any governmtntto requiieof a whole 
people, a facnfice of fuch ambition ? ^ here was the policy 
of prohibiting a whole race of men from fighting our bat¬ 
tles, or taking an adlive part in our Councils > Hut luch 
was at prcfent the caie ; and gentlemen who were membeis 
of the kirk, alter having fervtd then country with fidelity 
and honour, and after having bleJ in her caule, were liable, 
upon their return home, to be ruined by fines, and to be fub- 
je^ed to punifliments fit only foi fi,loiis. 

He would not, however, Sir Gilbert laid, walle the time 
of the Houle by ftating what might happen, but would re¬ 
mind them of what had a< 5 Iually happened; he then fluted 
the hifloncal fadl of the defi nders of his late Majtfty’s ciule 
in Scotland, who had bled in that caule, having been under 
the neceffity of being included in the general paidon to the 
rebels. The injuflice be had already 11 ited, he laid, m Ins 
opinion, entitled him to fay he had made out his cale; but he 
would proceed lomewhat farther, and look for evei y objeiSlioii 
he conceived likely to be made to his motion. It was, he 
find, chiefiy depended upon in oppofition to the application 
of the DilTenters; firft, that a religious eftabhfhment w iS 
neceflary in theconftitution ot the country ; and, fecondly, 
that the fafety of the conflitution depended on the mainte¬ 
nance of that eflablilhment, and that it was dangerous to ad¬ 
roit thofe to places of power who held opinions contrary to 
the eflabhflied religion. Neither of thele objections could 
apply againfl the prelent application; they lad the diiecl 
contrary tendency. Sir Gilhetc profefled himlelf to be a 
hearty friepd to the eflabliihmonts in both couiitiies, and de¬ 
clared, he would ever oppofe an attack on either, being con~ 
vinoed, that they could not be fuccefifully attacked without 
danger to the conflitution^ and mjuiy to both countries. 
But in agreeing that religious eflabliihments were neceflary, 
he contended that the eftahliihnient of the Kirk of Scotland, 
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was a part of the religious eftablilhment of this country: if, 
therefore^ thofe who were employed in the fervice of England, 

^ and profedlrd rts eftablilhment, were called upon to take the 
' teft of their church; thofe who were meinben of the Kirk of 
Scotland, and Iikewiie in the iervice of their country, ought 
not to be called on to perfoi m an a£t of departure from the^ 
forms of their church. The argument againft the Didlenters 
of the danger of admitting thofe into power who were of 
opinions hofttle to an eflablijfhment, could not be urged 
againft Scotland^ they having an eftablifhment of their own ; 
if It was neceftary for the farety of the eftabliftied church of 
England, that none but its proftflbrs fhould be admitted into 
office the fame fafeguaid might be claimed with iuftice for 
Scotland; and her eftabliftied church being part of the efta'- 
hliftied religion of the country, a teft to that eftablifliment 
ought to be deemed equally fufficient. The objedlion made 
to the repeal of the teft a<ft in favour of fe£laries, namely, 
that they would be attempting more^nd more for the pur* 
pofe of overthrowing thceftablijfhmentand eredling another, 
could not, bir Gilbert faid, apply againft Scotland, for if the 
toleration they prayed was granted, they could afk no more, 
having already an eftabliihment by law. He faid, it might 
be argued that the hands of the Houfe were tied up, by the 
treaty of union, from granting the prayer of the application^ 
but this he denied, declaring it to be left open by the of 
union to the wildom of future time; he ftiould, however, 
if the articles of union had been explicit upon the point of 
eftabhftiing the teft, deny that in confequence it muft remain 
fo, when a cafe of juftice and advantage to Scotland was 
made out, for it not to be fo continued; his propofttion 
however was, that there was nothing in the treaty precluding 
the Houfe granting every thing now aiked, to piove which 
he would lead the paiticular claufes. ^lr Gilbeit having 
read three or four claufes to prove that the matter was left 
completely open, entered into a detail ot fcveral hiftoncal 
fa£ts of the proceedings of the Scotch and Englifti Pai liaments, 
from which he drew a conclufton, that the exemption from 
the teft was conftdered to be contained in thetie.ity. Fio- 
pofitions were made, he faid, in the Scotch Parliament, piior 
to the union, to infert in the articles, ptovilion for an ex¬ 
emption againft the teft a£i, which propofitions had been ne* 
gatived : An exemption was however made 111 Scotland, from 
future tefts: by which it was plain they did not mean to 
renounce the exemption from tefts in other parts: The de¬ 
licacy of the times rendered it advileable for them to abftaiii 
from explicit declarations, but it was evident and clear to 
bim that they had left it open to the conftrudlion of future 
V01..XXIX. 3 A reafoa 
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reafon and juilice. The Parliament Which negatived the 
provifion fertile exemption, were known to have gone upon 
the idea that it had been provided for in the articles as they 
flood; and the fame opinion had been aded upon by the Bn- 
ti/h Parliament. The queflion thciefore turned again upon 
its original ground, namely, was it politic, or was it jull to 
disfianchife, and difable from ferving in military and other 
offices, a lace of men, merely becaufe they were attached to 
the religion in which they had been bred, and which was fe- 
cured to them by law and by treaty ^ Sir Gilbert Elliot con* 
eluded with moving, “ That the Houfe immediately refolve 
** itlelf into a Cominittct. of the whole Houfe, to confider 
** how fai the provifions of the (aid ai^, which require per* 
<< fons holding any office, civil or military, or any place of 
** trull under the Crown, to receive the Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper, according to the ufage of the church of 
England, extend, or ought to extend to perfons born 
<< in that part of Great Britain called Scotland." 

«Mr. Francis leconded the motion. 

Mr. Mr. Pulteney was of opinion that the motion made by tht 
Pulteney. honourable Baronet was of a very ditferent nature from that 
for the lepeal of the tell zGt in England. He obfervedp 
by the treaty of union two national religions were efla- 
klilhed; and he was perfuaded it never was the intention 
either of the people of Scotland or of England, that the 
members of the church of Scotland Ihould take a tell. The 
proceedings on that lubjedl about the time of the union, had 
been very fairly and very accurately Bated by the honourable 
Baronet. If the tell had been made a part of the treaty, the 
union could not have been effiei^led, and therefore it was al* 
lowed to he dormant. But the church of Scotland was one 
of the two ellablilhed religions in this countiy, and its mem* 
bers were entitled to all the privileges of the members of the 
church of England. It wasimpoffible, however, to reconcile 
that idea to the tell a£l. If it was a matter that was dange* 
rous, and that ought not to be granted, in God’s name, Mr. 
Pulteney faid, let the petition be rejected; but if it weiea 
meafure perfe6lly innocent, if no evil or mifchief whatever 
could arife from it, why ihould it not be granted ? If the 
queBion had nothing to do with the left adl, but if it remained 
as it was. in that cafe he ihould think it right to go into a 
Committee on the petition, and confider how far the prayer 
of it could, with propriety, be granted. Mr. Pulteney faid, 
the arguments againB the repeal of the teft were chiefly 
two. 'f he one was, that there was a hazard in admitting 
tjiofe perihns into offices afid places of truB, who did not 
conform to tlis rites of the chutob of England; and the other 
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was, the danger that might arife from the corporation adb 
being enforced. *1 hefe two adfs were not taken feparately, 

•but together. Neithcf of thofc arguments, Mr. Pulteney 
contended, applied to the prefent cafe, for the members of 
the church of Scotland were not feSaries, but were members 
of a church, eftablifhed by law as much as the church of 
England wa«, and confequently they were equally well 
qualified for offices and places of truif. Secondly, with re¬ 
gard to the corporation adf, there was no piopofition before 
the bloufe. It came then, Mr. Pulteney laid, to this very 
fhort propofition, namely, the church of Scotland and the 
church of Engl.in.l, being equally eflahlifhed by law, and 
both being equally the national religion, whether, under thefe 
circum(lances, the members of both churches had not an 
equal right to the participation of every privilege and ad- 
vant.ige? as to the Scotch Clergy, he joined with the honour¬ 
able Ihironet in bearing teflimony to their worth, learning, 
and abilities. 'Ih^yhad always fliewn themfelves attached 
to theCiovernmeiit, the conftitution, and to general liberty. 

Ihey were, in geneial, men of independent Ipirit too, and 
not fubfervient, as was fometiines (aid of the Englifh Cleigy, 
to thofc* who were in power. He therefore thought they 
were entitled to the pancgyiic which the honourable Ilaronet 
had made on them, and that their petition Ihould be treated 
with refpeft by the Houfe. 

77v Lord Adi'ocate foi Scotland faid, he thought it his duty Lord Ad- 
to rife, though he did it with relut^ance, in order to deliver vocatc tor 
his fentiments on the fubjeft. He paid great refptdl to thofe Scotland, 
who had gone before him, and certainly agreed moft heartily 
with them in all the praife they had bellowed upon the 
Scotch Clergy, whom, from his knowledge and experience, 
he believed fully merited all that had been laid of their 
learning, integrity, and abilities. The honourable Baronet 
had wiflied the Houfe to think that in bringing forward the 
motion of this di-y, he was not a61uated by patty motives; 
he, for one, from his knowledge of the honourable Baronet, 
would readily acquit him of any fuch intentions, and truHed 
that the Houfe would confiderhim, in whatever he might fay 
in oppofition to the motion, to be equally uninfluenced by 
motives of that nature. In arguing this fubjedl, which be 
would do as fliortly as poffible, he mull begin by ftating, that 
fince the union, a period of eighty years, no application of 
this nature had ever been judged neceflTary to be prelented to 
Parliament, till the laft meeting of the General Aflembly of 
the church of Scotland, although that Aflembly had regularly 
met in the month of May every year during that period; 
this hally manner of proceeding, in a matter of fomuchim- 
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portanc^ and which had been fo long known to exill, with¬ 
out even a fnppofed grievance, till for the fiift time it was 
Rated, laft fummer, was ceitainlyone reafon, if there were 
no others, why he would oppofe going into the Committee 
now; becaufe he thought the fubjedl required much more 
ferious confideration and difcufilon, than it had yet received 
even in the General Aflembly itfelf, before it became Parlia-r 
ment to determine upon the propriety or impropriety of the 
meafure propofed. Much ilreis, he laid, had been laid upon 
the unanimity which prevailed on this fub|e(51', among tiie 
clergy of the church of bcotlaiid; but he denied, that it ex- 
illed; and he begged leave to leinind the honourable Baronet 
that, in the Committee, appointed by the general Ailembly, 
which no doubt conlifled of men, who, for integrity, learn¬ 
ing, and geniub, were the htuii to be upon fuch a Com¬ 
mittee, lo far were they fioin being unanimous, that theie 
were nine for this application to pailiamcnt, and eight ag tinft 
it; he thought was another very llrong reafon why the Houle 
fhould not pioceed ra/hly. He mull likewiic fay, that con- 
fidering how foon the enfumg AiTembly were to meet, it 
would have been much more decent, had the Committee 
prefented their report to them, and waited till the fubjei^ 
had been more fully confidered, before this appliction was 
made to Parliament: which he contequently oppofed as pre¬ 
mature, improper, and not even confident with the unani¬ 
mous wilhes of the clergy of Scotland, as had been Rated. 
Had there been only the diverfity of opinion he had mentioned 
in the Committee, that was a lufficieiit caufe for referring 
the fnbjedt again to the Ge'ieral Aflembly, where its nature 
was beR underRood, and having it properly invefligated, rl e 
grievance, if any, clearly pointed out, the propofed rediefs 
diRindlly Rated, and the whole fyHem completely iipened, 
before any application of this fort was carried to Parliamenr, 
without their confent; which he mull think to be the cafe, 
knowing that a variation of opinion does exiR amoiigR the 
Clergy, and on this ground, the Lord Advocate faid the mo¬ 
tion Ihould have his decided oppofition. 

With regard to the treaty of union, and what had been 
faid about our anceftors not wifliing to prefs thefe queRions 
at that tim^ he muR beg that gentlemen would recoiled the 
iltuation in which the commillioneis, who fettled that treaty, 
were placed; they had no difcretionaiy power to interfere 
or not, in fettling the eRablifliments of the two churches; 
on the contrary, they were on both Tides totally excluded, 
the EngliRi commiJfioners by an a^ of the Engliih Parlia¬ 
ment, and the Scotch commiRioners by an a£l of the Scotch 
Parliamenti fromcoteriog at all upon the difeuifion of any 
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differences with refpe^ to religions eilablifbments in either 
kingdom; and for this very plain and wife reaibn; that 
many fchemes had been thought of on this fubjed, previous 
to that period, which had proved abortive, and prevented 
the union that was fo much defired between the two king¬ 
doms, which made all wife men think, at that time, that 
fuch attempts had been, and would be, the rock on which 
we fpiit. Nothing, in either the 4 th or 25 th articles of the 
union, could, in his mind, apply to the reafoning which 
had been made ufe of that day; and the commifEoners for 
fettling the treaty of union having no powerto inteifere with 
the tell a£l at that time, tlie wil'dom of the two Parliaments 
having declared it dangerous to the ohje 6 l in view, they could 
not make any propoficion to that efietSf, nor had it ever been 
thought necelTary to make any fince. As to an equal partici¬ 
pation of civil rights and privileges of Scotchmen going to En¬ 
gland, and Enghflnnen going to Scotland, he bcliiv d, no 
body would fay that it was not fully enjoyed, although 
, nothing relpedting the tefl acSt was comprehended m the trea¬ 
ty of union. He therefore never could agree to this appli¬ 
cation, uniefs fome necefTity for it was (hewn, or the ex- 
iftenceof grievance fomehow proved. As to civil ofBces, he 
believed, few would fay that the Scotch weie not admitted 
to their full fliare of them; indeed the leverfe wras much 
oftencr infinuatcd. He would follow the example and the 
wifdom of his anceliOis, by avoiding all diiculfion of differ¬ 
ences on opinion that could prot'uce no good effedV; and 
owned he was fully content with the acquiefccnce which the 
church of England gave to Scotchmen, enjoying ofBces, by 
not requiring tells, fie had only one more ohfervation to 
make before he fat down, and that was, that the laity of the 
country had not been confulted, nor had they made any com¬ 
plaint of grievances; a clrcumllance which would weigh 
flrongly with him, even if the Clergy were unanimous in 
their opinions concerning it. He difapproved of taking up 
this matter, after eighty years experience had taught any 
fuch interference unneceflary, and concluded by giving his 
hearty diffent. 

Mr. Jnjlruther rofe to lay a few woids in reply to what Mr. An- 
had fallen from his honourable friend, whofpokelau. With ftrudier. 
regard to the opinion of the clergy being unanimous on this 
fubjedl, however the Committee might differ about the mode 
of application for red refs, certainly the General Aflembly 
was unanimous as to the gi ievance; which a reference to the 
petition on the table would clearly (hew, as it contained a 
copy of the refolution which the Aflembly came to upon 
that ^ueflion. The Committee themfelves had no differenco 
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on this pointy nor had they any power to give an opinion 
upon ity becaufe the order of the General Ailenibly referred 
only to them the mode of obtaining redrefsy and a majority 
of them had thought the bed way was ^ an application to 
Parliamcnty which they had adopted. The General Adem- 
bly had determined the quedion of gi ievance, which his ho¬ 
nourable friend was anxious to avoid a difcuffioii of; becaufe, 
he faid, Scotchmen enjoyed their civil rights and privileges 
to any extent in England, by the filent acquiefcence of the 
church, and without interference; but that bethought was 
little to the purpofe, for the fault was on the ftatute book. 
Why will you have laws which you arc obliged to fufpend 
by an annual a£l of Parliament, or rather by futpenfion from 
fix months to fix months? It is true that Scotchmen maybe 
in civil and military offices in England; but dill this aft 
hangs over them, and they only enjoy fuch, without the 
ted, by the indulgence of this uncertain a£l of fufpenfion. 
His honourable friend had lather midated theaiSl of the two 
Parliaments of England and Scotland, impowering com- 
mlffioners to fettle the articles of union; the aft of the 
Englifh Parliament only excluded them from entering into 
any difeuffion relative to alteration of the liturgy, rites, or 
ceremonies of tlie church of England, and ceitainly this 
could not include the ted aft, which concerned neither the 
liturgy, rites, nor ceremonies of any church. Before the 
union, Scotland had nothing to do with the ted aft, while 
they did not go into civil or military fituations in England, 
and certainly in their own army or navy they had nothing 
to do with it. 

He aigued that no power of the commiffioners, nor any 
article of the treaty of union, had confirmed the ted aft as 
an unalterable immutable law, which his honourable friend 
had dated it to be. The aft of the 13th ElifahetS, with re¬ 
gard to .the church edablifhment, and the aft of fucceffion 
in Charles the Second*s reign, were certainly confirmed by 
the treaty of union, and was unalterable, and to continue 
for ever; but would his honourable friend fav the fame of 
the ted afl, which was altered every year, which was a di- 
reft contradiflion to any fuch idea. The ted aft, he faid, 
never was made to proteft the church of England againd 
Prefbyterianifm, but againd the Papids. After fome obfer- 
vations upon toleration, Mr. Anftruthcr concluded, by 
dating it to be the intention of the treaty of union, to give 
to the fubjefts of both kingdoms a full and equal participa¬ 
tion of all civil and military rights and piivileges, and 
therefore he wifhed to go into the Committee as the mod 
proper way of difeuffing the fubjeft fully. 
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I'be Majler of the Rolls rofe to oppofe the motion, and en¬ 
tering into A long train of legal arguments, confidered it as 
a demand that the Houfe ought not to comply with. He 
fliid, he looked upon the fubje^ to be of as great importance, 
as gentlemen on the other fide Teemed to do; but he thought 
any attempt to repeal the teft ai^, as far as it regarded 
members of the church of Scotland, an infringement upon 
the treaty of union, and therefore reprobated the dodlnne 
laid down that day. The learned gentleman, who had 
fpoken laft, feemed to think it might be altered or repealed 
at any time; he wiihed to know, if he had the fame opinion 
of the adf I3tb of King William. In his own opinion, 
after the tre.i'y of union, both were irrepealable. When the 
adl of occalional conformity was repealed, two claufes were 
propofed to be introduced for piotedling Scotland irom the 
elFtdl of the teft adl, but were negatued. The Mafter of 
the Rolls went through the hiftory oi the times, juft before 
the adl of union was effciSted, and mentioned the part taken 
on that occafion by Loid Cow per, who was Lord keeper of 
the fe.ils at the time; deducing from the whole, that the 
matter had been uiaturely weighed originally, and ought not 
to be changed without Tome very ftrong cafe, indeed, could 
be ftated to induce the Houfe to entertain fuch an idea. He 
however, allowed that the Scotch clergy deferved all the 
praifes that had been beftowed on them. 

bir jidam Fetgufon rofe to take notice of the exprelfion of 
the honourable and learned gentleman, who had juft fat 
down, who had called the application a demand. A demand 
made in a difiefpedful manner, Sir Adam faid, he always 
would refift; but he muft beg leave to differ a little fiom the 
honourable and learned gentleman on the pxefent occafion; 
for there fuiely was nothing peremptory or difrcfpe^ful in 
the prefent applicntion. Sir Adam then proceeded to declare 
that he was as little influenced by party motives as any of 
his honourable friends who had fpoken; and thought it his 
duty to fpeak upon the queftion which had been fo ably 
treated by the iionoumble gentleman who brought it in. 
His honourable friend oppoftte to him (the Lord Advocate) 
had fa id that the laity of Scotland had not been confulted, 
nor had they complained; and that their opinions ought to 
have coniiderahle weight, even it the clergy were unani¬ 
mous. From the very conftitution ot the General Ailembly, 
he imagined that a very great and a very well infoimed part 
of the laity had an opportunity of difculling and giving 
their judgement upon tliis meafure. He was not a JMember 
of the General Aflembly himfelf, but he knew that many re- 
fpedlable gentlemen in that Houfe, and belonging to Scot¬ 
land^ were Members of it. 1 here certainly were fettled by 
1 the 
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the treaty of union two (liftin6l churches for Scotland and 
England; but he did not believe, that any man would fay 
there were two di 0 erent religions eftablilhed in Great Bri¬ 
tain. The fa^ was, that their do&rine was the fam^ and 
the only did«rence was in ceremonies, and the form of 
church government; and he contended, that the Memberf 
of both chu|n^hes were et^ually entitled to the benefits of the 
union, without renouncing the ellablifixed religion of the 
country, in which they weie bred; for certainly it never 
could be meant that a man fhould be debarred from civil 
offices in any part of the country, becaufe he did not take 
the tell impoled by another part of the country, which he 
could not do, without renouncing the religion he had been 
brought up to. All the meaning of a qualification, he con-* 
fidered to be a folernn declaration, that he does belong to the 
ellablilhed religion of the country, and is intended as a 
check on Popilh recufants, and not on Pielbyteruns. With 
regard to the tell a£l, he faid, Scotland had nothing to do 
with It before th^ union, for then Scotland was a kingdom, 
as foteign as any other to England. The Scotch had no 
tells, and wifely avoided them, yet his honourable friend, 
from his official fituation, mull be a Member of the General 
Afiembly, and muft theie make a folernn decliration, 
(ilronger, in his opinion, than an oath) that he belonged to 
the chuich of Scotland, and would adhere to its dodrines 
and difcipline. Now, if his honourable fiiend was to be ap¬ 
pointed to any official fituation in this country, lie mull 
take the facrament according to the rites of the church of 
England; and it perhaps might, to him, be a difficult fitua¬ 
tion to be in. For his part, he could fee no objedion to 
communicating with the church of England, though he had 
been bred to the church of Scotland; but neither he, nor, he 
believed, his honourable friend, would chufe to make a fo- 
lemn declaration that they belonged to a church, which they 
had before made a fimilar declaration they did not belonsc 
to. The honourable Baronet concluded his fpeech with fomd 
farther obfervations on the treaty of union. 

Mr. Mr. Dundas faiu, he could not give a filent vote on a mo« 
PuadM. tion to which, though made in confequence of an applica¬ 
tion from a body of men whom he had long known to ba- 
perfons of the moll worthy charadler, refpeilable for thar 
learning, and the puiity of their lives, and zealoully attaclh- 
ed to the Britifli conllitution, he mull give a decided ama¬ 
tive; and were he to agree to the doctrines which he had 
heard that day, lie mull conceive himfelf endeavouring to 
get the better of a treaty, by which he and his country had 
obtained.benefits and enjoyed privileges, which they ought 
never to forget or treat witli ingratitude. As a Scotch 

Member 
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Member of Parliament, and considering himfelf ia a reprt- 
Ibntdtive of this country too, he muft fay, that if fuch at* 
temptt prevaiied or fucceeded, the diflenters of England, on 
the refhfal that had been given to their different applications 
for a repeal of the teft a£t, liad been unjuAly, harffily, and 
croelly ufed indeed. As fo much had Inren faid about the 
teff aa, and the treaty of union, he muff take the liberty of 
ftating to the Houfe the true and precife Atuation in which 
Scotland was, with regard to the teft a£l, as that period of 
hiftoi^, which he well knew the right honourable Baronet, 
who (poke laft, .was not unacquainted wit|^. It was certain¬ 
ly known to the Scotch nation, that the teft adl exifted in 
England, as the debates that enfued in their own Parlia¬ 
ment, previous to the fettlement of the treaty of union, 
clearly demonftrates. For when the articles of the treaty 
were lent to Scotland, and before they were returned to En¬ 
gland, feveral propofttions were made in the Scotch Parlia¬ 
ment for relieving the Scotch from the effeci of the teft adt, 
which were all, after ferious debate, rrjedied; and in order to 
prove why they were rejedied, and the propiiety of that 
condudl in the scotch Pailiauunt, he would plainly ftate 
who were the parties that wilhed to infert that article into 
the treaty of union. The paity who wilhtd not to infert 
that article, confided of thofe who were friends to the revo¬ 
lution, friends <0 the resolution principles, friends to the 
Hanoverian fucceifion, and filends to the treaty of union; 
in (hort, they were all the gieat whig families in the coun¬ 
try. On the other fide, thofe who wiftied to have the 
Scotch relieved from the teft adl, were the enemies to the 
revolution, the enemies to the revolution piinciples, the 
enemies of the Houfe of Hanover, and tliofe who wanted to 
impede and prevent the treaty of union; and what was more, 
confided of people who weie no friends to. nor held any 
communion with, the church of Scotland. This, Mr. 
Dundas dated, came out, by publiihtng tlie names of thofe 
who di\ided on the different propofitions that had been de¬ 
bated in their own Parliament, fo that the truth being 
known, they afled like wife men, and diftinguiihed their 
friends from their foes, by which means the union was 
brought about, and the conclufion certainly was, that if a 
different conduft had been purfued, no union would have 
taken place. 1 hus, the Scotch being fully informed con¬ 
cerning the teft ad, previous to the union, and having vo¬ 
luntarily agreed to it, any attempt to get free of it now, 
would be, in his opinion, playing a ihameful game at fall 
and loofe with England, and letreating from our contra^ 
after we had got poffeffion of great and invaluable benefits 
which (he could not retake from us. In public tranfa^ons^ 
VoL. XXIX. 3 B 
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jt was a kind of cbucane^ which gentlemen would never al¬ 
low themfe]ves to be guilty of m piivdte condu 61 . With 
regard to the declaration made m the General AiTemblyy and 
leferred to by the honourable Baronet, he certainly had 
ligned fuch an one; and when he accepted another official 
fituation 11 ins country, had conformed to the tell ad; but 
would not allow that hu doing the litter wi& any derelidion 
of the rfligion that he had declared himfelt to adhere to, 
but onlv ilievted his opinion to be ‘igimft any ohjedions to 
cniin ill eait wi h the chuich of rngland, and that he 
the u^hl eirli of the churches heft adapted to the country iir 
whch it was eftlibliilieJ. T ere were, he faid, nQ tefts 
in^Scotli’d; ai d when a counter 'eft had been pip^ofed, it 
was ver\ wifely refuied; and for this ififon; that the efta- 
bliihed riligion of the tountiv had nothing to feu tiom 
epifcopacy “ \ fnl the figes of the Prefbyterian 
c’ji. oh, “ wc hue nothing to feir—our chinch u feenre 
fion 1 1 itt^cKs —Its found iTion is lolid and impregnable — 
“ fer It 1 In lit i p( n tin lock of poverty, ind is not to be 
“ fti kt 1 t.iii vviun ad lied by tl t moll violent w nds, or 
“ boiftere Js flojiiii. lUii fn difteicnt is ilu lituati not the 
“ Fppl fli chuich, llu his her Archliiihop , Jliflioju, 'tnd 
I'lg t UK. , L\tei liveJe s,aidpoh» hie lumgs, and when 
** flic t leivf liimnivot i pool I uftivteinns ciolhng her 
b ide s, ml inietn in int > her heft pieu nets, lias moie 
** leafoi to ht I in d, u d cf ccnilt., more nttd foi lefts’* 
Mr Duiu IS etil 11 * 1 upon tl u, n d took ntfice of tl e aigu- 
mint el " i Adni 1 tig Ion nd fi ml otlui penthmen 
who Ir ’ 11, j ltd ih 11 lion, to whit It he i nd lit felt him 
felf r f ’ ' * 1 ou I lief itut. 


^ii.Tox. M nt I 1 till, til r dih I h he lud intro- 

>4 duced I t 1 tl ge 1 1 tl tppi. li of iliu left aiEl, and 

had el c 1 ’ i ii u v t > rmvt, o** to tupport luch a mo¬ 
tion, a> ill s' jofe who felt tl e n'l Ives ig,lit vtd by tint 
a£f, flu hi tl ink ) ojci to hii g ir foiw n 1, he could have 
wiihed I ihti t) iiti t'n irgi ne its of other gentlemen 
on the 111 t oce fion, tlim to itpt it arguments which he 
Inmfelt • I ifliips a leuiy ufed There wcie in thi" coun- 
tiv vit f s de^crI()^lf lu of n c 1, with refpei'^t to the opinions 
t’ev r ^citun (1 on u on m ptoft-jhd them elves the 
i itPi of to’ i ^ \ tiu un v) t extmt < t the word; fome 
tf to ttion in h i d f nit, fonc tf eft Hifliments, and 

fame of nuhlic w< llnp mdepti ’ent cf tftthliflimep^s He 
profiled himfelf the fr nd of lolfi nn, without any re- 
ftnlirp, and ot ihefimc time of an eftahlilhed church; and 


every aigument that could he advanced in fupoort of either, 
was applicthle to the fuppoit of the piefent n non, Not- 
withftandiiig all that hid been Ind of the hiftory of the 
3 union^ 
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union, the difcuffions, and the a£ls of Parliament^ that pre¬ 
ceded it, there appe<arcd to him a coniiderable degree of 
doubt, whether the teft a« 5 i; did or did liot apply to Membeis 
of the church of Scotland, and therefore he thought the 
motion for going into a Committee to enquire how the law 
flood, extremely pro[)er. Thofe who conten led, that by the 
afl of union the tell a6l was meant to apply to Members of 
the church of Scotland, viewed the qudlion only on one 
fide. They called in the evidence of hiftoiy to prove, tint 
if It had been underflood, that the tefl afi u is not to be thus 
applied, the people of I nglaiid would not hi\e cenftnted to 
the union. It was jufl as fair for him to t ilv t'le otiu-r fide, 
and contend, that if it had been undci flood t!i .t th^ teft atft 
was fo to apply, the people of Scothuid \sould n t Invecon- 
fented. Hiat Scotland had dfn\cd gKat a«Kant from 
the'union, would not now, he appiclieinUd, be cilled in 
queftion. That Fngland had alfo tUri\ed gnat adsaata^'^s, 
was no lefs certain. 'I’he advantiges, ptilwps, were equal; 
but it was I o pantgyiic on the a**! ot union, that the pieju- 
’ dices of both countries w( le fo ftiong at the time of conclud¬ 
ing it, as to prevent the fan and optn dilcsifonof all the 
confiderations that ought to hast tnteud into it. Tt had .al¬ 
ways been contended by the violent tiii'uU ts the teft a£l, 
and the violent ft lends to that acl, fssith ut having taken 
much pains to enquire svho tlits were) he fincuely h^lleVvd 
to have been generally the enemus to tsery thing tbu was 
gieat and good; had always inlifted upon it, a fo iniimaiely 
con.’ffled with the civil and religious coiiilitutu n of the 
country, that it could in no cafe be given up; and rheiefote 
tint it mull ncccffaiily have been included wit» nfpcil to 
^cot]and in tlie atSl of mum. .\lr. 1 o\ then went osti the 
matenal circumftances of the union, fiom which he inteircd, 
that the point was at leaft doubtful. Thele w is no mintion 
of the teft n the adl of union, .ind fuppolmg that time had 
been a teft in Scothind pics ions to the union, of svhich alfo 
no meition was made, would it have alfo follosved tint fuch 
a teft mull apply to both countiies^ This, he thought, 
would baldly lu maintvined, rt rtvinly would not has'c been 
at) ftrong in the one cafe as it was in the other. 

People in this country were too apt toconlKlt-i t’le jieople 
of Scotland as having come to them; as Ii.isi. g been an¬ 
nexed to the Crown of F nghnd in the rtatuie of a province; 
s^here.vs, in fadl, the two countries ticated and coMttailed as 
two independent kingdoms, which they letlly wtie; .ind 
whatever light or piivilege was fecured to the one, was 
equally fecured to the other. 'I he cftahli*' ment and de- 
feription of the chutch of ^cotland was as much fecuied in 
law, as the eftabliftiment and deicription ot the church of 

2 B a England. 
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Englmd. They were very properly put upon equal teraui« 
Was it confident with this equality, that a inember of the 
church of hcotland, as a quafification for a poft as an Exig" 
lifli officer, not for an officer in the Engliih church, or an 
Englifli coiporation, hut a Britifii officer, an officer in the 
Britilh army or navy, ihonid make a folemn profeffion of 
attachment, not to the eftabli(hment of the church of Scot¬ 
land, but to that of the church of England ? It never coufd 
he the intention, as a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dun- 
das) had explained it, that members of the two eftablifhments 
fliould communicate with either. It was never underftood 
that a member of the church of Scotland, in order to enjoy 
the advant^es of the union, fhould communicate with the 
church of England. He was told, that the members of the 
chuich of Scotland had no objection to communicate with 
the church of England. This he could neither admit nor 
deny, on any knowledge of his own; but he well knew that 
the other part of the pofition, were this motion ever to 
come before the Houfe of Lords, where the heads of the 
chuich of fnglandwcre, would be formally denied them* 
Now Iiow was the line of difiindlion to be drawn ? By a na¬ 
tural 01 geographical limit > If a man to the north of the 
Tweed accepted of an imperial office, he was not to commu¬ 
nicate with the church by law eftabliflied there; but if he 
accepted of the office on the other fide of the Tweed, he was 
required to do fo, under heavy pains and penalties. There 
was no law to prevent the King from refiding in Scotland* 
Suppofe he were to do fo, he might appoint all his officers of 
Hate, without any one of them being obliged to qualify ac¬ 
cording to the tell a£l, and let in all the imaginary dangers 
to church and ftate, againft winch he was held up as the 
impregnable barrier. A perfon receiving His Majefiy’s or* 
de s to raife a regiment in Scotland, might there appoint all 
his officers without any teft; but the moment they came 
into England they mull take the tell within a time limited, 
or incur the penalty of outlawry. But it had been faid, fls 
the law was nevei enforced, theie inconveniencies were mere 
theories. If it were not enforced, why fuffier it to remain? 
for a law jiot executed is, if poffible, more theoretic than 
theory itielf. 'J’he penalties, however, were not theoretic, 
becaufe not enforced* Their execution depended neither on 
the church, nor on the government, but on the will of any 
malicious perfon who might choofe to turn informer, if, in¬ 
deed, it was fair to call any man malicious, for doing what 
the law direded him to do, and held out a reward for doing* 
Of all the penal ilatutes, the conftant defence was, that they 
wm not executed; a very Irrational defence to be fure; and 
din was (Irengthened by a demand of ** ihew me the prac- 

ticf." 
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tice.” Thank Gpd, Mr. Fox faid» he couM not fliew the 
pra^ice. The wifdom of the legiflature had taken care, 
from time to time, that the pra^ice (hould not appear; but 
there could not be a ftrongei argument that they were n< t fit 
to remain as laws than tue general concurrence of mankind, 
that they were not fit to be adited upon. But they were re> 
tamed for the fafety of the church. It was an ill com li- 
ment to the chuich of England to fay, that ilie could not 
fupport herfeif by the purity of her dodirines, and tlie good 
example of her membeis, without a provifion by law ; tliat 
not only all thofe educated in her holom, but thofc educated 
in the bofom of another church, Ihoidd m ike a profeiTion of 
attachment to her, as a quilification for civil offices; whi'o 
the church of Scotland, her neighbour, not only re juiiet' n v 
fuih protection, but apprehended no din ^et from her Ions be 
ing obliged to prefefs attachment to anothti, in oidei to i - 
joy the common iiglus of fubjtCls. A light hoioui \\ 
^entlem n hid lud, tint the chuich of ScotlirJ was be 
in her poverty, which driiUd lo iit.ck. fiidlr in^ ic 
fon to believe, from the hilloiv ot ’ c » i*iv, tint pov- ty 
was an adequate pioteClmn ? V, ‘ ”o it uk inauc n 1 c 
by the epiicopal bigf try o‘ Cb i It > >. - as nt to be ip 
prehended fiom the Romm Cathi 1 c b g l y ct James li. - 
Was not the fear of fome lucb futir-' d mger as i lUon il i 
fear, as that kept up by the cl u ir ur of tat‘l;nn f r t' u lafcty 
of the church of England, at tl c t r of tl I ni n> a i- 
mour to which, fortun^tt^y, Pail i^i’didiutli m lio h 
were now equally imiginary; w’ it » alo » ’ h ob, ii 
could then remain to dilciHs Iw the hiJi lit d me i • 

quence of the Union. As i ibkn I i •' c dPl«. ’ thu r., 
he was an enemy to the diAimlioi \\b b lu icit up be¬ 
tween the two ellabhflicd religions ot t’t cti .f) ; t » 
was the conle<]uence > If a min •<*in in ooi- put of the 
kingdom conformed to the law ind ic.1 gion of ll i CJU«»''\, 
accepted a public office, he wrs cilhd on not t> pioftfa his 
attachment to that religion, but to (Muiine the do^line md 
difcipline of another, and to mike i (okron | lokffion of at¬ 
tachment to It, which, in the opinion of maiiv, imounted 
to a difapprobation of that in whic h he had been t ^keated — 
Was not this a mockery of eftablifliments^ It was, indeed, 
faid, that this was no derelidion; hut, in difcuffing the ge¬ 
neral repeal of the teft a£f, was it not genet ill; ia d to be a 
profeffion, that he who took it was of the rehg r n of the 
Hate ? Was not tho the argument at all the public meetings 
called for the purpofe of oppofing the repeal ^ Was it not 
the anfwer to the alledged profanation of a Sacrament, that 
it was not taken on account of an office, but as an ad of 
religion, which he who took It was bound to perform, with* 

out 
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out any regard to public office > AVhat was the religion of 
the ftate as thus explained ?—^I'he religion of ^he church of 
England Muft not tln-n the church of Scotland feel that 
ihe was not conlidned in the fame light with the church of 
England, thit (he was not in the (ituation to which, as part 
of the eUablilhed i ligion of the country, ihe was entitled ^ 
7 he vcrv name of the ted ought alone to luperfede all thefe 
arguments. If they weie to fay with a nglit honourable 
geutlemin, to vi hole argument he had before alluded, that 
the teft miint nothing but a profeffion, that he who took it 
entertiined no hodile ideas asfainft the eftabliihment; that he 
was ready to communicate with either church; thit he who 
was of the chuich of Scotland when out of office, might 
communicate with the church of England when in ; let that 
explanation be given, by which neither religion nor politics 
would be much benefited. Notwithftanding what a learned 
gentleman had faid, with refped to the origin of the pre(ent 
motion, he was litisfied from what he had heud, that it had 
originated, as dated by the honourable Baronet who moved 
It, on the unanimous opinion of the General 'lifembly, that 
the teft a£l, as appeared to members of the chuich of Scot¬ 
land, was a grievance, and their vote unanimous to apply 
for rediefs. It might, for any thing he knew, he confideted 
in Scotland as a folecifm to apply to Puliimcnt, when they 
had reafon to b lieve that His Majedy’s MiiuAcrs were not 
inclined to favour their application; but it was not, ind he 
truded never would be, confideted as improper or unfeifon- 
ab!c m this countiy, for any fubjeft or ch(s of fubjefts, to 
applv to Parliament foi relief from a gtievanre, whatever 
might be the difpofition of thofc in pow'^r. It hnl been 
farther obferved, that the application came from the clergy 
of Scotland onlv ; and it was ifked, why the ie nfc of the 
people had not been takdi. Aftd all they ii id lately heard, 
of alarms in the minds of the people, (vain ilunis, in his 
opinion) was it wife, was it politic, was it like datclmen, 
when a propofition came before them from a reipc£lab1e 
body, founded on fenfe and reafon, to let it ifioat iinong the 
people, and defire them to hold public me tings, ind difculs 
Its mei Its for the indruiSlion of the Legiflatuif* >' i he hidory 
of the Union affutdi J no lule on the fubiecl, both parties 
were afraid to come furly to the quedron. 7 he great men 
of that peiiod were obliged to yield to the prejudices of the 
times. The Houfe would recdUid how far diort of their 
own opinions they had been obliged to (et up in rtlieving 
Roman Catholics. \^as it thin tn be wondered at, that 
eighty yeais ago Lord Cooper, an I tin datrlmen with whom 
he a£fed, fhould have yielded to the fame fort of neceffity > 
With regard to religion, there were few aids en tlie datutc 

books 



m 


A* 179^* D E B A T C S* 

books which ought not to be completely expunged. Inllead 
of thaty they bufied Themlelves in explaining, mitigating, or 
fufpending; and whenever the only proper remedy was men¬ 
tioned, the anfwer was, “ They are not executed the very 
word charafter that could be given of them. This had been 
the anlwer to dll the propofitions that had been lately made. 
Ought not the Houle at Idfl; to fee that laws, unfit to be exe¬ 
cuted, that were lometimesthe inftrumtnt of partial oppref- 
fion, but never of public benefit, weie not fit to remain > 
*1 hey weie well defcribed by a learned and orthodox Piehte 
as*>‘ dangerous weapons hid in the wav, which no good man 
“ would uk, and which ought not to lie iheie as a tempta- 
** tion to the bad.” Wr. Foxfaid, tint he was a complete 
friend to icligious elVablifliments, on the lame ground that he 
was d fiiend to tolention Ht thought il highly propei that 
a tylieni ot inflruflion for the impro\ement of morals fhould 
be piovidcd for in evciy country ; but highly proper alfo 
that thoio who diiiented from tint lyftem fhuuld incur no 
peiulties, lliould luiFei no dilahiliti&s on aciount of their 
difilnt, becaulf, to admit of religious infiru£fion, whatc\er 
chiii( 5 ler it aflurnrd, as far is it contributed to inculcate 
morals, wis to enlarge the Iplurt of tcligion. Many emi¬ 
nent divnus of the chutchof I ngland weie of this opinion. 
The re\cicnd Mi Pali v, a iiiOll oitliodox u thor on toler.i- 
tion, iftei di'c ill ng all the branches of th fubjei^, con¬ 
cluded with appioMiig of a chinch illabiiinmtnt joined to a 
complete toleMtn. n. 

"^o get rid of i chiige that wis f.equentlv put on thofe 
who atgued is he did, he fliould with to know piecifcly, 
whethei the tefl wis .1 politic il or n leligious When he 
called ltd politicil .i( 5 f, he was told tint it was an a£l for the 
fecunty of leligion, and, .is luch, by the union was made per¬ 
petual. When he called it a nligious md petfecuting aff, 
he was told that it was a mere rtgnlition of civil gosein- 
ment, and had nothing to do with religion. It had, indeed, 
nothing to do with religion in its origin. It was intendtd 
merely to keep out Papifts—an unwile exjvdient, in bis opi¬ 
nion, to ittain an unwife end ; and now tint the obje£f of it 
exified no longci, it could be confidered only as an inffru- 
meiit of religious perlecution. 1 he chuich of England 
could never lie in danger hut fiom building her fafety on in¬ 
tolerant pi inciplcs, and making that a pretext for oppoCng 
the extciifion of uligious freedom. Ihis, however, was 
gaming ground in othti countries, md would continue to do 
fo. This country, he liop..d, would not be the laft to adopt 
It. 1 he quell ion ot toleration he fhould always be xeady 
to meet, whenever it was fairly and properly brought foi- 
ward, and the oftener, he thought, the better ; for there was 

no 
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no queftion that gained more difcufllon'—no queftioni thn 
difcuflion of which contributed fo much to the improve¬ 
ment of religion, of morals, and of happinefs. On thh 
general ground, be fupported the motion, as well as on the 
particular grounds he had already dated. One argument 
that might be nrgrdagainil it, Mr. Fox faid, he wilhedyet 
to obviate. If it were doubtful whether the Ted did ap¬ 
ply to members of the church of Scotland, it might be faid, 
why not try the queAion in the regular couife of law ? This 
might, indeed, he proper in a civil cafe, but could hardly be 
done under a penal dature. If it were doubtful whether a 
pstrticular ai^ was a cip.tul clFence, it would he rather hard 
CO lay, do you commit the afl, and whether you are hanged 
or acquitted, the law will be dear. If any gentleman were 
difpoled totiy this quedion, and the law mould be explained 
To bragaird him, he would b*-condemned to a fine of five 
hundted pounds, which many gentlemen might readily pays 
but the red of the penalty, to be rendeied incapable of hold¬ 
ing any public ofilce ever ader, of being an adminidratoror 
executor, or of receiving a legacy, was rather too much for 
any gentleman to beexpeded to rifle. There could be no 
objedlion to enquiring hoiv the law dood, and the decla¬ 
ration cf the Houfe might be confidered as a fafe guide. Mr. 
Fox concluded with declaiiug tlut he would give his vote for 
the motion. 

Mr. C’hancellor Pitt rofe to make a few ohfervations on 
what had fallen fiora Mr. Fox. He faid he could not hope 
the right honourable gentleman would think better of him 
than cf all the former friends of the ted adl, whom, without 
knowirg thttn, he hid p’-rnounced the enemies of all that 
was gie.it and good; for he mud dill continue to be a friend 
to it, till be heard better arguments againd it than any he 
had yet heard. He had never been a violent friend to it, 
but he profcilLd himfelf a firm and deady friend, becauie he 
thought it eflential to the fecurity of the church, and ascon- 
nedl'd with that, to the civil edabliihment of the country. 
He ccnfideied the prefent motion as nearly connefted with 
the geneni tepeal of the ted a£f; and unlefs a clearer didinc- 
tion could be made out, than any yet dated, he mud look 
up 11 the one as a preliminary to the other. The manner 
ii’ which it liacl b^cp argued, was extremely indidin£f. 

'I he Houfe was fonut lines told Go into a Committee, 

becaufe, as apphed to Scotland, it is not law.” At other 
times they weie told, ** Go into a Committee, becaufe, if 
it be law, it is fo great a grievance, that it ought to be re- 
^relTed.” If gentlemen thought that it was not law, they 
ought to come forward with adidindl propofition on that par¬ 
ticular point; but they propofed going into a Committee, t« 

difcuf* 



179^* D £ B A« 7 £ S* 

^ifcufs either qoeftion, and neither diftindlly. To this he 
could not agree, unlefs he were convinced, that if it was the 
\aw, it ought not to lie the law, which he was not by any 
means diipofed to admit, although if it were not the law, he 
ftiould undoubtedly admit that, whatever might be his opi¬ 
nion on the exi)ediency. But it was iinpodible to admit, 
that the law was doubtful, and then that it was fuch a griev¬ 
ance as ought not to be endured. What, after it had been 
fo long open to tbetxamination of thofe on whom it was fup- 
pofed to be a giievniice? Aft>>r they had fubmitted to it, 
without a fingle queliion, for fo many years, was it to be 
imagined cither that tlie law was doubtful, or that the griev¬ 
ance was op]>reiiiver The queftioii of the teA a£i had been 
agitated in the Scots Parliament bef re the union. 1 heir 
attention had been particularly called to it; they were not 
therefuie taken by furprile, and their acquifcence was a 
fufHcient indication of their opinion. Had they been re- 
folved to ob}e£l to it, they could not indeed have hound En¬ 
gl ind hy any a£l of theirs, hut they might ha\e iniettedan 
• ait cleiefptfling it in the iiiAruflions to their commifTioners 
as a fundamental principle. Mr. Pitt here cnteied into a 
difcuflirn of the circumAances that immediately preceded 
and fdlosved the union, fiom uhich hediewa general con- 
rlufion, that hiAorical inference, contemporary expoAtion, 
and tl e praflice of eighty years, proved it to be law, that 
members of the church ol Scotland were not exempted from 
the teA a£l in England. 1 he next conAdeiation was, whether 
the law ought to be lepcaled, whilo it was the lenie of a great 
majority ot the legillature and of the country, that the teA 
adl ought not to be generallv repealed > Was there any thing 
of it in tlie circumAances of the cafe that called tot titis par- 
iKil repeal^ The whole of the imaginary grievance aiofc 
from a miueprefentation of the natyre of the teA, which, m- 
Aead of being a folemn profeAion that the perfon who took it 
was a mtinlitrof the church of England, he had always 
confidered as a teAimony that he did not think fo ill of that 
church, and was notfo difaAedlcdtoit, as to refufe to com¬ 
municate with It. This he underAood fiom many gentlemen, 
fiom theauthoiity of the MiniAers pf the church of Scotland, 
was the general leiitiment of the members of that church. 
T|ieyhad not fuch objeflions to the difcipline or dodlrines 
of the church of England, as to refufe to communicate with 
it. If this were the cafe, they did not Aand in the fame pre¬ 
dicament with the Diflenters in England, much lets with 
thofe* Dillenters who thought the eAabliAiment of the church 
idolatrous and finful, and thu they were bound in duly to la¬ 
bour for its demolition. I hete might be many Mcfcriptions 
cf rf*ligioos opinions included under the general term of the 
VoL. XXIX. ' 3C church 
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church of Scotland; there might be many of thofe who 
thought that they ought not to hold communion with the 
church of England; but then all who thought fo charitably 
of that church as not to lefufe commutron, being the great 
bulk of the members ot the church ot Scotland, fuffered no 
grievance from the operation of the tell ach If then, were 
others lefs liberal, they did not come under the proper cha- 
rafler of membcis of the church ot Scotlind, but undei the 
charadler of Diflenters, and no reafon could be alledgtd for 
exempting them from the tell that would not operate with 
equal, if not greater, force, foi exempting bnglifli DilTeii- 
ters. 1 heie might be miny luch Difleit»»rs in Scot'and, 
where there was no tell bj wlucli to afeertun wlio w^'ie 
members of ilic church, by law eAabliflied, fti^dlly Ipeaking, 
and who were not 1 lie conftquenccs of the excmptioa 
then would ht to let in all lortsfrom Scothnd, and Dilltn^eis 
of eveiv defer!ption. On thele gtneial gtnunds, thnt the 
bulk of the members of the church ol Scotland were not ex¬ 
cluded by the tell, and that it would be unfiK to admit Dif- 
fenters from Scotland, he was latisfied. in h*s own inmd, 
that the law, as it ilood, was no grievance, ns well as from 
a thoufand collateral uafons which hecouTl nuntion, hut 
with which bethought it unntceffiry to ti ul>Ie the lloule^ 
and confequently fliould vote agninll the motion. 

Colonel AJackod{^\^^ tint befate lie nine down to ♦he 
Houfe, that day, he 1 ad not imagined any one gen»l( nnn, 
who leprefented that part of ihi country fiom w hich lie 
came, would Lave argued or voted ag nnfl the qiu Ih an * is 
being a reprenlcntative for bcotlainl, In* thought hunk It 
bound in honour to fupport the 1 id* pendence of tl e cOa- 
blifhed religion of the country, he kii*w that tlie luiti- 
roents of the people would be, that fuch geiitltmen were 
moie attached toMinifters than toiluir country. Tooblige 
a member of the church of'■cotland to piofcfs an attachment 
to the religion of Lngland, initcad of his owncountiy, wa-*, 
in his opinion, a mark of fubjeclion, an invidious dilliniStion^ 
that ought not to exid. TJe telt great obligation, and the 
people of Scotland would concur with him, to the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman (Mi. Fox) for the liberal inannei in 
which he had fpoken of their independence, and their cl um 
to be treated on equal terms; wlnle they could not but con- 
Adei the language of another light honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Pitt), as holding them up m the light of a dependant 
province, rather than an independent nation, that had united 
with England on an equal footing. The Houfe divided on 
the motion; 

Ayes, 6a; Noes, 149, Majority, 87, 

Mr, 
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Mr. Fox gave notice that lie^lhould bring forward hts 
notion on libeh onThuriday fe'nniglit. 

* Mr. Chancellor Pitt wilhed to know the nature cf the 
notion. 

Mr. Fo\ faid, he had formerly Hated, that it would be to Mr.Fox. 
refolve into a Committee on Courts of Juflice, to enquire in 
that Committee into the proceedings by v,attan'0f and 
wha was the prefent doctrine of the Courts refpeifling libels. 

In doing this, he might have occalioii to mention paiticular 
Giles, hy viay of illuAiating his argument, ioineof which he 
might thiiiL defeiving of ceniuie. 

1 he Houle adjourned. 

ff edntfflayy iith May. 

Tht Hoult hiving refolvcd itftlf into a Committee on the 
Quebec Ihll, Mr. Hobart in the chair, 

Mi. C'hinccllor Put moved, “ 'I Int the bill be read claufe Mr, Pitt, 
** by cIiuIl.” He faid, that he truiled it was not now ne- 
ccCiiy to read o\ti the w hole cl lufes, and that any gentle- 
m. n wouM Hate his objeiflions anv paiticular claufe. 

Mr IJujfi) ohj ifled to^the diMfion of the provinces. Hated Mr. 

In the hill, i m'^a^ire which he lonfidcrcd as not fuited to Hufley. 
the ] ui poles ot Icgiflation II** thought that they all would 
become Piitiih fuhjedls looner, if th s disifion did not take 
place. He confidcted it, inftead of tending to heil their dif- 
Ltences, is cilculatcd *^opiel<rse aid inHime then ammo- 
lity. Co iiinerct was tht chief point of Mew in which Que- 
htcwas ot iinpoitarre to this country. It behoved the 
Houle, lliciefoie, to pro side foi that moH elTential objeff, 
th^ lecuritv ot proptitv. e ouglit to introduce the LngiiAi 
coinmercnl law, and lease the Houfe of /fltinbly to make 
fuch alteiaiions as they Hiould find rendeied expedient by 
their own peculi ir circuinHances. 

Mr. Poit>j laid, that the reafon of this divifion was Hated Mr. 
to be to prevent feuds and divifions. But he very much Powys, 
doubted that the m6thod of divifion, whether oi not it came 
in the form ot a declaration of His MajeAy^s intention, would 
be but ill calculated for this purpofe. 

Mr Fvx withed to be informed of one point, which had Mr. Fox, 
never been explained, and that was, whether His MajeHy 
had a power to divide the province, as was then propofed. 

Upon confulting the 14th Geoige III. it appeared that the 
King had that authority. 

Ml. Chancellor Pi// faid, the point being fettled that His Mr.Fist. 
MajeHy had an authoiity to diside the proa ince, the queAion 
would be, whetlier It w’js fit for Pailiament to ague with 
His MajeHy to eHabliHi two Legitlatuies; and if they did ' 
not agree, they might negative the whole of the claufe, and 

3C a might 
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might difpofe of the whole of the bill; becaufe it 'pioceeded 
all ihtough Its various claoies on the fundamental fuppofitioa 
of two Legiflatures. It appeared to His Ma]efty\ Minifters, 
firft, that the only way of confulting the iiitereft of the in¬ 
ternal fituation of Quebec, and of lendeiingit profitable to 
this country, was to Live it a T^egifiatuie, as n at as circunv- 
fiances would admit, accoiding to the piinciples ot theBri- 
tifli conftitution. In the next place, it appiaied to them 
that there was no probability of reconciling the jariing inte- 
refts and empofite views of the inhahitant«, but by giving 
them two Legiflatures. It was conceived this fotm ot Go¬ 
vernment was bell adapted to put an end to all the difiicur- 
ties of a legd fort, and to render the regulations moie ufeful 
to the iLlijedls ot that counii j. He hcheved there was fuch 
a rooted oppofmon ot inietel's of the one ddcnption and 
the other, that it there was a coufiitution, conffting of a 
Houle of Afllmblv, in which the parties in ght be neiily 
balanced, the co*'f«.qucncc, at hall tor a long (cues of jeais, 
would be agre t dtgree of animoiity, and i great degree of 
confufion. If one of the parties had a gieat afccndancy over 
the other, the puty having the fuptrioiity was very unlikely 
fo give fatisfailion to the other pirtv. It fceined to His 
Majfclly’s ftrvants the moll dtfirahle thing, if they could not 
give fatisfadlion to all deiciiptions of men, to divide the 
province, and to contrive that one divifioii fliruld confifl, as 
much as poll hie, cf thole who were well inelined towards 
the Lnghfli laws, and thit the other part fliould confill of a 
decided prepondurancy of the ancient inhabitants, who were 
attached to the Frtiich laws. It was perfedlly true, Mr. 
Pitt laid, that in I ower Canada there ftill rem lined a certain 
number of EngUlli fubje« 5 ls, but thefe would hold a much 
fm<iller proportion than if time was o le foim of Government 
for every part of the province. It was in Lpper Canada 
particularly that they were to expedla gieat addition ofLng- 
lilh inh ibitants. The confequence was, that if it was not 
divided from the reft, the Canadians forming a majority of 
five to one, the grievance would be every year incrcafing m 
proportion as the population increafcd He was ready to 
admit, on the other hand, that it was impoflihle to adopt any 
meafure that was perfedlly free from inconvenience. The 
divifion of the province might be liable to fome obje£lion, 
but, on the whole, it was fubje£l to fewei objedlions than 
any other mealure, and would tend more to promote their 
connection with this country, or to produce good e^Cls. 
fir, Mr. PiKL)s owned that he was not convinced by the right 
Powys, honourable gentleman*s reafoning. He had allowed, that in 
this inllance the intereils of one part of tlie inhabitants of 
Canada wete facfificed to thofe of the other. He could not 

give 
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give up His Majefiy's cUclaraiion, of which he read feme 
part, piomihng to the inhabitants of Canada the Bntifii con* 

^itution. 

Mr. Bmle Paid, thrt it was evidently he intention of His M» Bark* 
l^ajefty's declaration, that the laws adopted in C anada (Iiould 
be as nearly as poflihle fimilar to thole of Lngland. Indeed, 

It was ufual in e\ety colony to fotm tie Government as 
nearly upon the model of the mother cointry, as corfillent 
with the diBcrence of loial circuniltances. It was proper 
that every corporation Ihould adopt fur its own 1 fe the rtgu> 
lations of the community tioin which it Juki. To afeertain 
the propuety of dividing the provinces, lequircd a degree of 
local knowledge which he did not pofTlls; hut he (Iiould 
tike It tint tlie meiiurc wi!> convenieit. An atUmpt to 
join people dilTmilar in law, language, ai d manners, ap¬ 
pealed to 1 im highly ahfutd ; to join too the conquerots and 
the conquered, muil give life to much unpltalant feeling, 
and miny invidious d flit ftinis. Such a mt dire would - 
pear to him to (ow what muft be mofl fatal to the eflahlifli- 
ment of a new (lovernmtnt, the beds of difcord. 1 his 
geographical difliibution tl en was, in his oj mirn, h ghly 
convenient. The upper colony was chit flv inh ibited by r mi- 
gnnts from A.merica: thele tlun were delnousot theKng- 
lifh conflitotion. Jet tlie Caiiadnns ha\i a conflifntion 
formed upon the piinciples of Cnnadnir. aid ] ngliflimen 
upon the principles of 1 nghflun n. Let thnn he goveined 
upon the nature of men, the onlv wife fninlition of all 
Covernment; and let there not Ic ulopUd ai> wild thconcs 
more unknown than the north welt eoafl of Aiiiri cn. In 
this point of Mew heapp oved of the divifu n, as accommo¬ 
dated to the circuniflances of the country, and tht nitui •! 
prejudices of the inhabitants. He rtc( uti leiided tint lyflem 
of Government which tends to piomote the union of the good 
of the individual and of the Publ c, m cppofition to that 
which attempted to metho h/e anarchy. He admired the 
divifion , no, he did not pofTefs fufBcient local knowledge to 
admire it; but he could at lead fay, that he e id not chfip- 
prove It. Situated as he was, 111 a ftate fupported by no 
partv, there was a voice which cried to him, Bewa’^e. In 
the /hort time during winch he remained m Piiliament, and 
it would be but a very fl ort time*, he would, however, fup- 
port thofe principles of Cioveinment which were founded 
upon the wifdom of antiquity, and fan£lioned by the expe¬ 
rience of time. On the piefent hiH, nccelTirv as it was for 
him to be careful pf wlnt he fliould fay, he fl^ould flate the 
arguments that occurred to him, as they ILould atne, upoii 
fyery claufe. 
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'Uu Pitt, Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that there were none, who, fiom 
their attention to every claufe, were more qualiBed, on the 
prefent bill, to communicate information fiom the i'ource of 
their knowledge, or draw illuArarion from their powers^f 
eloquence, than the right honourable gentleman; yet he was 
delirous, that in confidering particular claufes, regard ihould 
likewife be had to their connet^ion with the general tenor of 
the bill. It was intended to give a free conltitution to Ca* 
nada, according to llritilh ideas of freedom. *1 his could not 
he done wi’hout a divifion of the provinces, to prevent that 
c'afhing of oppofite interefts which rtiuft otherwife nccflTa- 
rily enfue. Yet even this meafure, he had owmd, was not 
free from local inconvenience, though by no means equal to 
the inconvenience of either not giving them a new fyilem of 
government, or not providing in that lyllum for this diviiion 
of the provinces. Could it be inferred, from His Majefty’s 
proclamation, that he was to give Canada the whole of the 
£ngli(h laws ? This proclamation was made in 1763 ; and by 
an of Pailiament 111 1773, all EngliHi laws hud been al o- 
liflied, except the criminal law*., biom this faiSt, it would 
be judged how far it was binding on Hi» Majcfly to give to 
this colony the whole of the Englifti laws. 

Lotd Sl^jfficld faid, that in addition to the ohjeiflions which 
had been made to the diviflon of the ptovincp, Tie thought it 
not julliiiable, in any principle of policy or coloni/atiun, to 
encourage fettlertvents in the intei lor parts of America, which 
the diviflon certainly tended to do. It had been much doubt¬ 
ed, whether colonies were advantageous to the mother coun¬ 
try. Certainly, thefe which furnilhed only the fame pro¬ 
ducts were not; but thofe whiclr afllfltd our fidietles, and 
above all, the Weft-India plantations, weie highly advan¬ 
tageous ; the latter produced what we could not; we fup- 
plied them witli every thing—-we carried for them. They 
do not build (hips, or vie with us in any thing, and never 
Could manufacture for themfelves. He noticed the defign of 
building the feat of the new Government on tfie moft diltant 
part of Lake Ontario, between which place and the mother 
country the communication muft ever be difficult. He ob- 
ferved, that it could not be the intereft of Great Britain to 
form a fettlement of farmers in a country which grows the 
fame articles as our own. The ex pence would he gCeat, as 
it muft be a long time before it could maintain its own Go¬ 
vernment. At the fame time, it would not be poftihle to 
retain the fupply of fuch fettlements, as it would not be 
praS^irabie to prevent the fmuggling of manufa( 5 tures from 
the adjoining United States. He concluded by faying, that 
it would he advifeable to maintain a few pofts, to promote a 
trade with the Indians; but to encourage migration from 

the 
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the coall to the inferior parts of that great continent, he ^ 
conceived to be a fyilein extremely unwile.' 

Mi. Fox aflerted, that it w'as a midaken inference of the Mr F«a. 
fight honourable gentleman, that thofe who diiapproved of 
the divifion of the colony, rejedled the whole claufe. They 
WiHied only to amend it, by leaxjng out the firft part, 7 hat 
chule contained the whole plan of Government, the Gover¬ 
nor, the Legillative Council, the Aflembly, to which no one 
had Hated any ohjedlions. ^hth regaiil to thediHerent opi¬ 
nions of the divifion of the colony, there was certainly diffi¬ 
culties on both lldcs. If the divilion fhouId take place, the 
1 rench laws would be eHabliflied as general in one pros mce, 
and the hnglifh laws in another, hiany had gone to lettle 
ni the colony, on the laith of His Majelly's prodaiu'>tion, 
that the Ilritifli conHitution would he dlahliflied. Could 
this diviiion he'ittcndtd with a complete leparation of the 
old and new inhahitnnts, its mows would then be anfwiied. 

Hut feseial of thoit who had come on the faith of His Ma¬ 
xell y’s prori imntion, refided not in the upper, hut in the 
lower prosince; and fevtial of thole, who might he deemed 
to heha<dly uleu, rcfided in the upper. But it might be 
an'weied, tint theafl, nnde le'entcen yiar* lu’ce, did away 
the prochmntion. '1 hat ad: Ind given great diiTitisfidiou at 
the time, and lince it had fuiii'ently been thought that ft 
ought to lie repealed. Jf the queflion of right was mliAed 
upon. It was ccitainlv done away legally; hut in fo ining 
this new conftitution, it would he more defir.ible to ad upon 
the pi inciples of good faith. "W as it necelTar), alkeil Mr. 
i ox, to .idhere to the pioclam ition, t'nt all the EngliHi 
l.nws riioiihl he inttoduced into the colonv ? None wiHied it, 
and tint was a leafon why tht y Ihould not Ho rt. With 
regard to the I rench liws, tin y might he allowed to have 
conHituttotnl and municipal laws, if they weie defirous tint 
thefe laws fliould not be taken awny. But in fad, thele 
were not the 1 tench liws at the conqueA ot Canada. They 
had lent only a pai t of their Jaws to their colony; they foi ined 
merely what was called the cuHom of Pans; but tint had 
Ix'en long fince abiogated. Hence arole the utmoH diHiculty 
m appeals to the Pi i\ y Council; the 1 uv to which they re- 
feried nolongci exifled; it Wasneceflarj to conlult, not the 
1 rench lawyer, hut the antK]uarj.>ii. if anv middle way 
could he found, he owned it would be the belh He would 
luggeH one expedienr, and that w.'is, to adopt the I rench 
laws in the upper, and com)ieI the Govt innient to alter them, 
till they Ihould have accommodated them to the local cir- 
cumHances of the country. But as for the divifion, he 
owned that he regarded it as attended with the utmoH pol- 
Irble inconvenience. The commeiceof the uppri pait, ni 

Older 
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order to be carried on, mtift pafs through the lower, and 
migut in Its paflage be fettered by the Legillature theie with 
whatevei duties or obilrudtions they might chufe to impofs* 
All Lnghfh merchants had complained of the tofs which 
they had luAaintd from the French laws, and affirmed, that 
m tonle juenct i f tht ir uncert unty and dtft^ive regulations, 
\vhite>et Aouiiihing apiiearance their trade might have exhi¬ 
bited, they hid ulti iiatciy been futterers in every connection 
with tint colony. So that the lelult of their expeiience had 
been to abandon a trade, fiom which the uncertainty of law 
had fluit up every avenue of advantage. 

Mr. W. Mr ff, Gitim laid, that, in geiuial, cortme-cnl laws 

Giaur. diffeied but litt'e from one other The commercial laws of 
Lrglaidand ot 1 lance were nearly the fame. All com¬ 
mercial laws wcic founded upon the principle of tontracSts, 
ei her exptt U'd or implied. He begged leave to roneA a 
miftake on a luh <51 ot which he wai» enabled to (peak from 
hts loc 1 kn >wl dge. The cuiloin of P.ir’s had 1,0 refciencs 
to the reguhtnus of coinmeice, 1> it ot re.il propeity. The 
merchants Were aggrieved, not tncoMleqiience of commercial 
decillons, hut ol inlolvency. The ujitf grinted to c-editors 
w IS very di^lt tent in dilierent countries. It was granted m 
I ranee acco.d ng to theniture of the debts, T he merchants 
thought that thr y had leafon to complain, when they found 
the whole ot th^ bmkrupt eftite run away with by trench 
deeds, of whch they knew nothing, 'i he unctriatntv of 
liws wa> 11 LViry colony nc.ceilaiily 1 lub]eCl of comjdainr. 
They hroi’gl t with ih m only tint pait of the 1 iws id the 
mo ht.r countiy which was ipp! !e to their m-w lituation. 
Ill Canada 'he inctrtai it\, fit in he inivture of I reiich, was 
Aillgreirer. Anothu difigrif hi cutinnftance wis, a dil- 
pute wiKth r a colleiStio 1 sd coinmeicial I ivvs nude I y 1 ews 
XIV^., c.ilkd the ylf/icAriWc/, ludtveihienr illy intro¬ 
duced into the colonv, or ought tolorm part ot the lyllem. 
Inft .id of fnm nga luw hinkiunt Ja v, woiiM it n >t bt bet¬ 
ter to allow any lort )t in Aflt nbly to enter into ' .e detail 
of KguluioMs, which, m ilo local ciicumAiiCcs of cb" 
coun iv, till V Ihou’d find uioft 'onven' iit ^ It was not to 
l>e wondeied a", thu ip ds fliould be a fource ot htigition^ 
as thole to wli im hev w-u nule could not befuppoled per- 
tec^d'v coiniM ul wi h the I n nch laws. 

Mr. Fox. v'omphine it to the ahiJifits of the 

honoui ible and learned gi* itleimn that had Ipoke 1 ift, thanked 
him foi h IVin4 con ift d h 4 mift ike. He had had, he laid, 
h>s inform (tion tioni thofe m ichants who had been them- 
felves fuA^it rs Kut notwirhftand ng whit had b-cn urged, 
he was Hill in is 1 ich doubt as ever about the uninte]ligi{>i- 
luy uf ilieltw^. It had been admitted by the honourable 

gentle- 
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centlemnn, though he had alcribcd it left to the laws them- 
ie)ve<i, than to the iituation of the country. If the laws 
.were hnglifh, and they werebady their defers would beeafily 
percelvt'd, and might quickly he remedied. 

Mr. Butke the quellion was, whether the ^imlifii Mr* 

1.1 ws were or were not better than the French laws. He ri- Buricn* 
pe.trcd what he h.id formerly faid, that the Englilh in Canada 
weie .It;ached to the Lnglifli conllitution and to the Engliih 
laws, and that the Fiench, from their prejudices, were 
equally ait.ichcd to the Canadian laws. He then made fome 
obf( rvations on the diiFcrence between debtors and creditors^ 
v'lu) were l.nndludders, and thbfe whd AOod ih that relation 
merely from commerce. He perfeiSHy concurred, Mr. 
r.urke faid, in opinion with what had been advanc^ with 
lo much propiicty by Mr. Giant: The Englilh ou^t ta 
rnjoy the tnglilh conAitution, and the French the'old Cana- 
di.in ccnAitution. Thoie colonies ought to be conAdered 
both wnh reg.ird to rommeice, and alfo with regard to 
their own internal happinef?. 

Mr. AJdeimm IVatJhn obferved that the EngliAi were Mr. AM, 
attached to the conllitution and laws of their own country, Watfoa, 
and fought proteilion under them. The French were cer¬ 
tainly attached to the C.inadi.m l.iws. He complimented 
Mr. fJiant on hi. .ihi! te<. and knowledge, .ind faid, no man 
in that lloufe was best r (,u.iliHed, from bis experience and 
good undtiHanding, to give them information on the fubjeiS: 
than tl.e honourable gentleman. AH that he aiked for the 
inh.ibit.ants of Canad i, he faid, w.is that they Aiuuld enjoy 
the fecurity of Bi t'lh laws on commeicial pnnciple.s. Witn 
reg.iid to the divilion of the province, he law no other 
mode of fecuring thecpiit^t of the colony. 

'1 he Alorfiry Cinmtil dtllred to make a feW obiervations on Attorney 
what had fallen from the woithy Alderman, relpeiAing the GeaeraiU 
Ante of the mercantile l.iw in Can.ida, and the unceitain 
manner in which ic was adminiAered. He faid it had fallen 
within his oflBcial dutv lome years .ago to examine that fubje^ 
very fully, and he role from that ..x'lmin.ition confirmed in 
the opinion of his honour »hle .and liaiiud friend, that the 
lundimental principles upon which a meichant could reco¬ 
ver his debt from a folvent m.in were not very diiieient from 
thofe which pievailed in this country; and he bel eved almoA 
every otht'r countrv; and that cxciptmg upon the fubjedl of 
the law of infolvency, there w.is a real'onahle degree of uni¬ 
formity in the decilions of the judge*. The doubt arifing 
from the law of infolvency, arofe tiom its beii'g a queAion 
whether the Code Marchand of Louis the XlVih was 
ever adopted in that countiy. It was contended on the one 
hand that it did not appear ever to have been regiAered by 
Vox.. XXIX. 3D the 
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lihe Sapreme Council; on the other hand it was infifted, that 
'it had hcen fafficiently aded upon to (hew that it might ha^ 
been regifleted, or in fome other manner adopted. In this 
^oiihfted the great complaint of uncertainty; that fubjedy 
however, was in a courleof deciiion, and confequently it 
would be afcertained that an inlolvent law did exift, and that 
a law muft be made (uitable to the local circumdances of 
that country. But if it were true that the mercantile law of 
Canada was imperfr^, the remedy of oveiturning it, and 
putting a law diiFerent in iti> I'uims and all its detail, al¬ 
though fimilar in principles, in its place, would be attended 
with the utmoft inconvenience. It muft he confideied, he 
faid, bow mercantile law had been eftahhftietl in this coun¬ 
try; it was by puifuing the praf^ice of meichants in this 
country, which local expeiience hid Ihewn to be beft adapt¬ 
ed to tneit profeftion, and as (uch adopted and confirmed by 
our courts of law. He obferved, that if in aft its minute de¬ 
tail, that fyftem were carried in the lump to any other coun¬ 
try, the utraoft embari ailment might follow. In the moft 
minute inftances, that detail might be found inapplicable; 
who could lay with certainty that the fame diligence which 
was required in this country, with tefpeiSl to unaccepted or 
unpaid bills of exchange, would be praiSlicahle in that coun¬ 
try? who would fay, that where a certain number of days 
were admitted m this counti y, as days of grace, it would be 
convenient in that country > The forms of adlions, which 
would be now and then, would be fuddenly introduced, re¬ 
quire the hidden introdu 61 ion of pleaders and advocates to 
condud them. Nlercantile law, though alinoft univerfally 
fimilar in its leading principles, was in its detail perhaps the 
moft local of any other fuhje^ of law. He obferved, that 
‘what had fallen from the worthy AHerman and others, 
ihewed that when they fpoke of the introduAion of the 
mercantile law of England to fupercede the psefent law, it 
was forgot that it would go far beyond the gieat exporter 
#nd Importer, (who feeined only to be in gentlemen*s con¬ 
templation, and they were chiefly Englifh); but it (hould be 
conAdered that it would pervade the traders of every ds- 
feription in the whole country. Having re'ifoned upon this, 
the Attorney General proceeded to ftatc that he had himfel 
conyerfed with feveral Canada merchants, and upon repie* 
Tenting to tfiem the great extent of their wiflies, to adopt Uie 
whole mercantile law of England, they unanimoufly ex¬ 
claimed a^hift particular parts, efpecially the bankrupt law. 
It would therefore hecomen eceflary to refledi before any 
mode was adopted. He thought that fuch a fele^ion could 
•oljr be made by a Jegiflatureoti the (pot; who would gradually. 
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and as particular exigencies called for it^ adopt lb mach of 
the Engiilh law as Aiould be neceilary. He (^ierved that 
^the idea of afcribing loiTes to the itnperredlion of the fubfift* 

*ing law in Canada, prevailed fo much in the minds of En- 
ghili mei chants, that he had heard it mentioned as a grie* 
vance, that a great cargo of goods fent to Montreal, bad 
been fold, the money laid out in land, and fettled by a fami¬ 
ly fettleinent, on a marriage, which by the law of Canada 
could not he reclaimed by the inerchaiiiS. He obferved that 
the law of England would have faid the fame^ and he con¬ 
ceived that It would be fo in moil other countries. He 
theiefore concluded with obferving, that as far as the leaving 
it to the wifdoiu of the loeal legiilature to aflimilate their 
mercantile law tc that of England, inllead of overturning 
the prefent laws, was an objedlion to the diviAon of the pro¬ 
vince, he thought it wife and proper to give to the one part 
the law of England, which they were acquainted with, and 
leave the law of the other, ful^jeiH: to temperate and gradual 
alteration 

Mr. Fnmeis afked Mr. Chancellor Pitt if it was his inten- Mr. 
tioii, by the divifion of the province to alAmilate the Cana- Francis, 
di.ins to the language, the manners, the habits, and above 
all, to tho laws and conAitution of Great Biilain? 

Mr. Chancellor Piit replied, that he certainly did mean to Mr. Pitt, 
do fo, and that he was clearly of opinion in the prefent cafe, 
that an attempt 10 foice on them thofe laws to which their 
own prejudices were averfe, was not the way ever to recon¬ 
cile them to the Hritifli laws and conAitution. He faid a 
gieat part of the coin.nercial law of this country was alrea¬ 
dy in Canada, and he intended to leave it to the legiflature of 
Canada to adopt fuch laws as they thought were fuited for 
their Atuntion. 

Mr. / OA faid, that it vvas not his wilh to introduce all the Mr. Fox. 
Englilh laws into Canada. But he thought that the fyAem, 
which was now purfued, with regard to the government, 
had a tendency to prevent even the propability of adopting 
EngliAi rrgulations. By being mixed, they would certainly 
be more li.ible to coaleice. And it was not recollefted, that 
while they were confulting the prejudice of the inhabitants 
of Lower Canada, they were leaving unprovided thofe of 
U|)|)er Canada, who were really dcArous of Englifh laws. 

Mr. Haffty wifhed to make feme enquiry about a circum- Mr. 
Aance which he believed it might be as proper to mention Hufley. 
now as at any future Aage of the bill. He had in his pocket 
an atteAed copy of a memorial to Lord Dorchefter, Agned 
by many refpedable inhabirants of the province of Canada, 
complaining that their agent, Mr. Limburner, upon aa ap¬ 
plication to tlie then becretary of Sate, (Lord Grenville) 
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Mr. Fat. 


Mr. 

Powys. 


for t copy of the propofed bill, which was meant to frame a 
ooiiAitution for Can ida, h id heen refuted. In his opinion, 
it would have bi*en better that the perfons who weie piinci- 
pally intereifed in this bill, fliould have had an opportanity 
of knowing its c ntents, that we might be certain, when we 
werefrantiiig a bw for their government, that we were doing 
it in a w «Y V hich was likely to give them fatisfadtion. 

Mr. Chaticellor Pm thought, that if it was d^i intd ntcef* 
£iry to conlult the province of Canada, further thin they 
knew of their fentunents already, upon the necelity for 
foine new conjiitution, which His Majeily'v MiniAtrs had 
pledged tl emielv&s to bring forward, it would '^ive been 
much better that the honourable gentleman, or a ly j erfon 
who had any niformaMon upon the luhjed, h d mentioned 
that cireuinAance before this time. As to the appli ation 
snadi;. to His Majeffy’s b^cictary of State, he iccolltified 
hearing fometh ng of it; but it the time it was made, he be¬ 
lieved the Secretary of bate thought it improper to gue in¬ 
formation to the perf'ii who ap|died, without any paiticular 
authority; becauie be coni dtitd, that while he was takin*^ 
every Aep to obtain lufoiination upon the (uhied>, he could 
not give any copy of what was likely to be hiought befoie 
Parliament. 

Mr. Powys wilhed to afk one queflion, and he thought not 
an unfair one. It was, whether the Miniflci knew that this 
bill would be .Tgreeable to that province, ioi v\h' ie benefit it 
was intended? He thought it could not be fn; ts one let of 
petitioners had prayed, that they mii' t have no AfTcinhh, 
and for them an Ail*emb]y was pio\<did. Anotlur had 
wiflied for an Ailembly, and their willu s rhi' hill w* i M not 
fatisfy, hecaufe it gave them no \ircnihl\, fo i whcli ho 
thought It was not prolub] tl. t the b 11 w i !ia.v.Iv to be .i- 
greeable to thofe whole iduf and adsantagt. it \\..s iiitcmlLd 
for. 


Mr. Pitt. Chancellor P/«contend*«1 i‘. f irnuih, that Minifters 

were pledged to bring toiw.iid i m*- | hum miioii foi t * go 
vemment of Ca.’adn, and tint it \\.t‘ i’kii duty to confiJer 
what was tlie molt igic' blent dc of d mg n 

Mr Sheridan f ud, Ik in- mr to h iv » nu v* d, .md In* hoped 
Sheiidu. fome p rfon of grt.it|-i wtight vvtuild yet movt, that the 
hill IhoulJ be lent ov^r to (Janida, fi.itt it would 1* ex¬ 
tremely defire..ble to know wheilur the p’an was hkcly to 
meet the willies of the people, t\cn though they waited till 
next fefhoii for an aniw&r. 

Sir John 7®^* Sinclair propofed an amendment to thechufe, th^ 
SaclJr. eflfe<£lof which was, to picvent the thsifion of the province. 

The Chairman put the queflion on this amendment, which 
was negatived without a divifion. 

The 
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The Chairman having read the next claufe of the bill» 

Vi£. that for the conilitutton of the Legiflaiive Council, 
k , Mr. Fox ibfe to oppole the claule, and objedl to the mode ivtr. 
of appointing the Council. He faid, that he would thiow 
out generally Ins ideas as to the means of fubllituting what 
he could not but conceive to be a better mode ol appointing a 
Council, than the mode .idoptrd in the claute as it Aood. 
Firft, he laid It down IS 1 piinci lene^cl tob'd^ laited tiom, 
tint every pait of the Bt tiih dun mom ought to pofleis a 
government, in the conllitutiun of which monarchy, .arilln- 
iMcy, and democracy Ucre mutually hhndel aid vnited; 
nor could any government he a 6t one foi Britifla fubjedls to 
live under, winch did not contain it^ due weight of anllocra> 
cy, becaufe that he coniidered to be the proper poife of the 
conAiiution, the baluice tint cquih/icl and meIioiat'*d r'e 
power* of the two other extreme hr nights, ai dga\e flib h- 
ty and firmnefs to th( whole, [a loud t ryot he u ' heir!] It 
became ncceilarv to look what were the piii*c p! s on wl 'ih 
aiilliocjcy wi» tounutd, and he bel cveJ .t vcu'd lu admit¬ 
ted to him, that they were two tol la.i' n J pio 

petty, or hoLii united. In this countiv, the llouiu of 
Lords furincvl the arillocmcy, and tint cunff^ .1 ot h^ied - 
tarv tit! s, <1 noble funilicsof ancient oiigi , or potrcficl 
by Petrs newly created, on attount ot iht ii t ri'iu'id luid-d 
piopeit). Mr boxf d, iliat pitjudiceiui incitnr fui.iht*, 
and tint lort of piidt wh ch hclon ;(d tu nobilitv, w i. i ght 
ta heenioungcd in a tountiv 1 he o. onegicat incen¬ 
tive to viitue would he iholiih d, u d t'lu pi i .il d .;iniv, 
af wtll as Its dupieAiC muter, wcull he di i i lil.v, md 
wt.ihcned. '1 heie w is alio i tlmiT to be ro e n .ed, \*Iu..h 
gwe additional honour to oui Hi uic oi I uuls, i** loi j» cll - 
bhilied refpeiiit tor the peilo is ami t iim’ ts of thole wuo, m 
consequence either ot then own lupLi* • i ileiits iPd imineiit 
teiv.ccs, 01 of OI c Cl both in ihnr .ut ilois, euu iiuud the 
Ptii.'ge, AiiAoci'’^, 1 ohliiVtil, \ I hv po ipi^hs pe¬ 
culiar to puie ariitiocacie , lueii . 1 * \ «. tc and ^t.iiui, and 
even to defpotic or to n ixed gon iii.n nls. llu > wei to 
be fouiui in di moci.ieies, and w i t u ri confidwitd is n n- 
ten^ial part ot the c milituii in, iftntioi ti thole whvik f*- 
inilus ind lift Inved the pu t, h n\ Iwavs enu it lined 
with the waiintfl finceiity and * I’ltud '111 s in tin* an¬ 
cient rppihlcsot Aihnnaiulti Riiiiu, il’ev 11 1 tw the 
refpe^f pad to tl.ole, v.ho ha 1 piIMi guill t 1 in i^lve by 
thtir lernces for the cominonwe ilth. Up mi e\irv ground 
of confideration, thertlou, it would be wi p, a ul wlnt was 
more, indilpenlihly met liny, that ai ariAocnicv fliouli 
make a branch of the coiillitution fir Canada; it was un¬ 
doubtedly e-mail y inipoitait with either the pepuiarorthe 

moiur* 
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monarchical* Baf then the nature of the cafe muft be confi* 
«iered; and he (hould therefore not advife the giving Canada , 
a fervile imitation our anftocracy, becaufeeve could not y 
give them a Houfe of Lords like our own. The right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman over the way appeared to be aware of 
this, and thexefore he had lecou'ie to a fubftitute for heredi¬ 
tary nobility, it was, howevei,he mud contend, a very in¬ 
adequate fubftitute, It was a femblance but not a fubftance. 
Lords indeed we might give them, but there was no iuch 
thing as creating chat reverence and refiieifl for them, on 
which tlicir d'gniry and weight in die view of both the po¬ 
pular and moil iruhical pirt of the coiiditution depended, 
and which alon' could give them that power of controul 
and fuuport tint weie the objedts of their inditution. If 
Canada ffiould grow into a great and dounlhing colony, 

( nd he truiled that it would) as it was lemoxcd at iuch a 
d dance fi m the ptincipal it at of Pailianient, it was, the 
more nec^iTiry to make tlu Council, in a conilderable degiee, 
independent ot the Gov etiior and the people; heciuic the pro¬ 
vince being fo tar oil, the piwei of controul could not be 
properly exciciieJ.by that Iloufe, with a view to the calling 
upon the ic'poiiiibility of Minideis ^nd puiunnng them 
for any abuii of the pierogative, by giving wrong advice to 
the Council, tlu'u^h the medium of the Ciov rnor. This 
was, he iiid, a cleir nigument why the Council ought noc 
to he appointed by the Crown. 

Prop'^rty, M*. F'»x i nJ, was, and had ever be n held to 
be the true fou idation 01 aiiducracy; and when he ufed the 
word aridociacv, he did not mean it in the odious ienie of 
a'I did at, as it had been 'ately cilled, with tint he had no¬ 
thing to di. He 111 " lit't in Its Hue feiiie, as an mdifpenii- 
blv n c .ia r put of a inned government, under a fiee con- 
ditutioi. I'idead, thcufoie, of the King's naming the 
C'ouncd at tint didince, (in which cafe they had no lecunty 
that pel foils of pioperty, and periuns lit to be named, would 
hechoLn), wi/T mg, as he did, to put the fieedom and dabi- 
Jity of t lie con ft 1 ution of Canada on the diongeft bifis, he 
p'opaied that the C’ouncil ihould be eledlive. Jlnt how 
tleiTiive? not as the M^mlitts of the Houfe of Ademhly 
wer- intindicd to he, hut upon another footing. He piopofed 
that the Members of the Cou»'»cil (hould not be tligible to 
be eledlid, unleis they poflefted qualideations inhnirely 
higiwr flnn thofe who were eligible to bechoJen Members of 
th Hoiiil* of AP**mbIy, and in like manner the eleflors of 
the Membcis of Council mud poiTefs qualidcations alfo pro- 
poittoiiahly higtier than ihofe of the eleiSlors to repie'ent.i- 
tives in the fiouleof Adeinbly. By this means, Mr. Fox 
fud, they would h.avs .1 real aridocracy choien by perlons of 

property 
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property from among perfotisof the higheil property, and 
would thence neceflarily poflefs that weight, influent^, and 
'independency, from which alone coaid be derived a power 
of guarding againll any innovations that might be made, 
either by the people on the one part, or the Ciown on the 
Other. In anfwer to this pro|X)rition, Mr, Fox obferved, it 
might poffibly be faid to h'm, if you are decidedly in favour of 
an eledlive ariftociacy, why do you not follow up your own 
principle, and propoie to aholilh the Houfeof Lortls, and 
make them ele^ive^ F or this plain realbn, becaufe the Bn- 
tiih Houfeof Lords flood on the hereditaiy. known, and 
acknowledged relpedl of the c untry for particular inllitu- 
tions; and it was impoflihle to put an infant conflitutjon 
upon the fame footing. It would be as ridiculous tc fay yon 
fliall haie a houfe of l.ords like that in England, as fora per- 
fon in his clofit to make and fay what degree of reveicnc* 
and refpedSl fhould belong to them. P rnm what he had lard, 
Mr. Fox remarked, that he might pofiibly be deemed an ad¬ 
vocate for ariflocracy fingiy; he might, undoubtedly, with 
as much reafon, as he had been called a repuhlicai). Thofe 
who had pretended that fie was a favouierof democratical 
principles, bad furely read very little, and little underftood 
the fuhjetSis. He mentioned the American governments, 
and faid, he thought they had atSled wifely, when upon 
finding themfelves reduced to the melancholy and unfortu¬ 
nate fituation of Iieing obliged to change their governments, 
they had ptefiived as much as they poffibly could of the old 
form of their goveininents, and thus made that form of go¬ 
vernment w'hich was heft for themfelves; moll of which con- 
ilfledof thepoweisof monarchy, arifloctacy, and democra¬ 
cy blended, though under a difFeient name. 

Inordei to fliew, that Ins idea of an eleiflive Council w'as 
not a new one, he laid that before the revolution, more of 
the Councils in our colonies were eledled by the people than 
the King. Mr. P'ox faid, he had thus generally Hated the 
outline of his propofition, upon winch he did not mean to 
take the fenfe of the Committee, uiilefs it fliculd be the ge¬ 
neral opinion that It ought to he adopted ; if he nid take the 
fenfe of the Committee, and theii fenfe fhould he againlt him, 
he Ihonld then piopoie t1 at the Council fhould either be all at 
^ the nomination of the King, or .ill hereditary. He believed 
that any Council chofen in any manner wrouUI he better than 
none; to have them derive as he had Hated, he fenoufly 
thought would hebeH, hut it would be mote detnmeutal than 
even the not having an elcfllve Council, that the Governor 
ihould be left to himfelf, to decide alone, lie lemembered it 
had been once laid, when talkmg of reptefentation, that any 
five hundred and fifty eight gentlemen who could be firfb 
I Hopped 
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Hopped atHyde-park turnpike, and afiemhled in that Houf^ 
would lie of as tnucli fei vice to the people as they v, ere. 
Mr. Fox faid, he by no means agreed with the propofition, 
or any one equally extravagant; but many vrete always a 
check to one, and a Governor might decide inhisclofet upon 
a meaiure (o ioohih and fo wicked, that he would not have 
the tace to ftate it to any number of pei fon<. 1 he vt ry 
circum fiance of a Governor's being obllg^d lo hive his opi¬ 
nion c irvafled by mnny, was a pofitive advantage; and dif- 
cuflion, he was latished, always produced goo^. After put¬ 
ting this pointedly, he Paid, if there were to be hereliniy 
members of th» Council, they ought all to be lu. 'i he 
check upon making Peers heie, he laid, he had ever con- 
fidered as attended with this advantage, that when the King 
made a Peer, he recollected that he entailed an Iiereditary Le- 
giflatureon the country. A doubt cxifted^ Mr. Fox faid, 
whether the King had a right to make a Peer for life, with¬ 
out his title being hereditary, and at this time he underAood 
there was fuch a juridical queftion collaterally exifting in the 
Houfe of^Lords, which was a clear proof that tins pradtee 
was unknown. If the Crown had fuch a power, the life 
Peers might overwhelm the hereditary peerage, and thus dc- 
ftroy the conftitutional controul of the AriAociacy, in cafe 
they attempted to relUl: tlie Crown. 1 bus under pretence 
of Ariftocracy, Lords might be introduced as mere tools of 
the Mmiiler, and give Government an opportunity to deftroy 
the conftitution, and exercife drfpotic power in the moft open 
diape. If, however, fuch an ule of the prerogative fhuuld 
be exerted. He had no doubt, he faid, but it would be foon 
remedied. 

In the ptovlnce of Canada, Mr. Fox continued to obferve, 
the intiodudlion of nobility was peculiaily improper for a 
variety of reafons, in faCl t!iere was a loit of nobility there 
already, viz. the Seigneurs, who wereurtirly unfit, and 
were not refpeCled enough, to be made heieditary nobles; 
and yet would Miniflers, he afked, pafs by the real nobility 
of the coimtrv, ihe Seigneurs, and cre.ite a fet of people 
Qver them, whooi the wni Id called nobility, and in veil them 
with hereditarv hopouis? IJv the bye, the frrt of titles 
meant to be given were not iiamed in the bill; he prefumed 
the reafon was, that thev could not he named i^thout creat¬ 
ing laughte^ Having thus gon- through his pfopolition, 
^r. fox generally rcinaikcd, thrtt fo' neceffary was anllo- 
chicy to all govrinment«, that, in liis opinion, the deilruClion 
of all that had been deftroy-d, could be proved to have anfen 
from the neglect of the true ariftocmcy, upon which it de¬ 
pended whether a conftitution fhould he grtat, energetic, 
and poweiful. He explained that he was fo far a republican. 
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that he approved all Governments where the m fuhllca was 
the nniverfa' principle, and the people, s^s under our confti- 
. tntion, had confiderable weight in the Government. Mr. 

Tox concluded with declaring emphatically, that trueariilo> 
cracy gave a country that fort of energy, that fort of fpirir, 
and that fort of enterprize which always made a country great 
and happy. 

Mr. Burke and Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe at the fame time, 
but the latter f)er{lfling, Mr. Burke fat dowp. 

Mr Piit then faid, that it was with great rehiflance he Mr. Tlfu 

had oppofed the right honourable gentlc'iian's being hrfl heard, 

hut as he had brought in the hill^ and as the fubjeft to which 

the right honourable gentleman, who hadjtil hit down, 

applied, was extremely important, he felt himfelf peculiarly 

anxious to explain his fentiinents upon it, iminednitely. whde 

the opinion of the l ight houourahie gentleman was freih 1*1 

the minds of the Committee It was, he declare', with 

gnat fatisfaflion that he had lieaid a con'derahlc p.iit of 

the fpeech which the tight honourab'e gentleman lad juft 

Hated. He fa'd, lie rejoiced at it with the utmoft finceiity, 

lince doubts had bten entertained > f the tight honouiahle 

gentleman’s regard to our happy and excelltnt confiitntion 

which the cordial, and he entertained not the leaft hefitaiion 

to fay, the (incere tellnn jny of the attachment which the 

right honoura 1egentleman b re to thu ntinci ol opt a^- 

eellors had comale'clv nipovt-d. w is ’I’cn >' '•xuilof 
• * * 

the advantage that he flioakl tU • c t»c.oi the ii» p '>1 of the 
right honourable gentleman to ri*’ i my attempt tha* m ght 
be made contraiy to our con't’ ntmii. He lej.aced he laid, 
to have a bafisfor the infiiiion of th )le pnncipl a m.xrure 
of the demociatical, the ariHocratical. and the menaichical, 
on which had depended the fafety of our coollitution, in 
preferving pure and entire the power given to the King, the 
people, and the country, on the maintenance of which de¬ 
pended our ha ppinefi and our future prolpe£ls. Arillocracy 
was, he contended, the true poife, as th * right honourable gen* 
tleman had emphati ally Hated it, rf the conHitutii n; it was 
the eflential link that held the branches together, and gave 
Hability and ftrength to the whole; ariftocracy refledled 
luHre on the Crown, and lent fupport and efTrdi to the de¬ 
mocracy, while the democrtcy gave vigour and energy to 
bopi, and the fovereignty crowned the cnnHitution with au¬ 
thority and dignity. He joined, therefore, as far as that 
went, with the right honourable gentleman, and agreed 
with him that as much as poflibie of a conHitution, deferv.edly 
the glory and happinefs ofthofe who lived under it, and the 
model and envy of the world, Hiould be extended to all our 
VoL. XXIX. depen* 
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dependencies, as far as the local fituation of the colony, and 
the nature and circumRances of the cafe would :idmi;» 

Where he differed with the right Ik>i;oui able gentleman^ 
was, with refpedl to the ariflocracy propoied to be infufed 
into the conllitution of Canada, which he thought might be 
brought much nearer to out own, by other means than by 
thofe the right honourable gentleman had propoied. t^ur 
ariflocracYa Mr. Pitt faid, was not merely rcfpei^lableon 
account of its pr >p<.rty, though that undoubtedly was no 
fmallconiidtration in the fcale of its refpet^abilicy; but it 
was eflenti.illy refpectable for its hereditary dilfin<^’ions 
flowing from the Crown, as the fountain of h-nour. It was 
on that account not lefs the uoife of the conftitution, tluin if 
our ariftocracy were eledlive; on the contrary, it was more 
foi becaufe according to the known genius and fpiiit of our 
conflitution, monarchy was the fource from whence the 
other parts arofe, and therefore the more near the ariilocrac^ 
was to the Crown, confequently the more immediately con¬ 
genial was it to theconilitution itfelf, as originally adopted 
and planned by our anceflors. In that happy form, and 
conftru61ed and preferved upon that wife principle, wv felt 
the blefling of monarch), ariftocracy and democracy ail uni¬ 
ted. He ftiould lament, therefore, to create an ariftocracy 
by a feleflion from property alone, or by making it eleiSiive, 
as in either cafe it would render the poife nearer to the peo¬ 
ple titan it was to the Crown in the itifti conftitution. He 
agreed, he ftid, with the right honourable gentleman, that 
we could not give all the refpefl to a new nobility, that be¬ 
longed to an hereditary line of nobles traceable to antiquity, 
but we could give the fame degree of refpeft to it as had 
accompanied the origin of our nobility, and fucceeding*ages 
would beftow all the reft. Mr. Pitt laid great ftrefs on the 
circumftances of the hereditary honours being derived imme¬ 
diately from the Imperial Crown of Great Britain, which he 
confidered as a matter of peculiar value. [Mr. M. A. Taylor 
having laughed out. while Mr. Pitt was expreiiing his fads* 
faflion at finding that Mr. Fox’s principles were conftitu- 
tional, the Chancellor of the Exchequer took the prefent op¬ 
portunity of faying, that he could not believe, even in the 
infancy of fuch honours, there was any thing that ought to 
provoke a fmile.] With regard to the objedl of hereditary 
nobili^, he conceived it could only be gradual; but he io 
far diflered from the right honourable gentleman, that he 
thoi^ht there was fomething in the habits, cuftoms, and 
manners of Canada, that peculiarly fitted it for the reception 
of hereditary honours; and in refpetfl to Seignories, he faid, 
he imagined that fome of the Scignors were to be found of 
fufikitat property and refpedl to make it fit that they ihould 
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be among others named to thofe honoars The extenHo^of 
commerce and of weilih in the province, which there was 
•every reafon to imagine would follow the intu dud>ion of the 
new conditution, would make them hold a fan weight in 
that conftitution, and iinpeiceptibly clothe thim with (hat 
refpt£l and influence that oug(it to heloi g to the anflocratical 
branch of a flee Go vein men t; and he was flimlv pcriuadcd, 
that the anflocracy flowing 1 om the mpeiial Ciowii of 
Great Britain, would trnd v ateiiaily toflungilicn thei}{iem 
of connexion between the colony and the mother c untiy. 

7 he want of thole honours, Mr. I'ltt fa.d, liad tended to 
accelerate the lepaiation of tlie foiniti Coloni s fledecla'- 
red, he neither will td the ariftocncy to be diptidtnt on 
tlu Crown, iioron the people, and tlieub re he was dsfiious 
ofbiingmgit as near to the mo .tl ol the Hritifli ariflociacy 
as poflible, He feaitd there wras not en ugh at pielcnt to 
form an heieditary Vc^age, and theiefoie we could only ex- 
ped, It h"ing an infant anlloci.’C), to hung it as neai as 
circuinflaiues woul I admit to oui own, but they "ou o gia- 
duallv mcreale iili all became htudit n v. H took no’ice of 
the ditin|jon which Mi. 1 ox had givio of his repub lean 
primiplfs, and laid, as far as a lejard lor a!Hio\trnments 
that had th< good of ihe commonwealth for then I alis, theie 
was Ic.iTCih a Gosernment in Europe, that v..s not in feme 
degrio rt puhhean. 

Mr. Af. A. Ta)lot got the Airt of Mr. Aurke, tliough the Mr.M A. 
lattei gentleman was on his Irgs. Mr.'1*1)1 n la'd, as the'ra^loi. 
right honi uiablegentlf man hid called him to oid-r for an 
accidentil laugh, he was anxious to fa) that itifcapedhim 
at heuing the right honourable gentle » an expn his faiis- 
faf^ion on finding his rght honour ibb fiitrd (^Il. I o\) was 
not fo republican in his principL as he hul im ig nod. Mr. 

7*a lor contended that his light honoui .hie fiiend had not 
maiifeflfd more conltitutional pimcipEs that div, than he 
had onituiinly lupported thioaglnut his pohtical life. He 
inAanced a proof of it, .nlforded on a d iv wlim the atmv wras 
voted in the laA Parliament, and mintioned other corrobora* 
tive ex.imples. 

Mr. ^'fri&fhegai with obfeiving on Mr. T.ivloi’s having ]yjr.Buik« 
interrupted him, but hid anologi/i d fi r lo doing, w ith great 
good humour on the fubjei*!. The honoui able g< nth man, 
he faid, liarl laughc d fit A. and communic ited the laughter to 
Others; he hoped, tlurtfore, that as the Houfe had poflibjy 
hadthe'r laugti out, they x.ould indulge him with a patient 
heating. Mr. Purke laid, he had ferved the Houfe and the 
countiy inonecapacity or other twenty-fix years, five and 
twenty of w' ich he had fpent withm thofe walls. He had 
waAed fo much of his life to .*1 precious purpofe, if that 

3 £ 2 Houfe 
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Houfe would at lail countenance a moil infidious defign to 
ruin him in reputation, and crown his age with kifaroy. 
For the bed part of the time, he faid, he had been a very 
laborious and aiEduous, though a very unimportant, fervant 
of the public. He had not, he declared, been ufed with 
fnendlhip: but .f he was feparated from hit party, and left 
alone by them, he hoped to meet a fair open hoftility, to 
which he would oppoie himfelf in a firm manlv way for the 
very Aicrt period t^at ik Ihould continue a Member of that 
IIouQ;. He had felt deepW uounded, but jam ccrtus cundif 
(titIhmnus, ith rrgaid to the friendly ceniures that a 
rigiii hoi'oui ihic ge.nKman had call on him, he felt the 
difficulty that he had experienced the other night, m a pecu¬ 
liar degree at that moment, heraule if he fiiould reply to 
what he had h aid ft cm the tight honourable gentleman near 
him, on his idea of a l.egilljti\e Cr>unci] fur Canada, and 
fhuuld lay that his fentinicnts Mete #00 democratical, he 
fbould then be liahl> to he pointed out as inMdioufly de- 
fignii'g topietuitthe light honourable gentleman’s piefer^ 
menr, by defciihing him as unwoithy of hi^ Monaich’s fa¬ 
vour; and if, rii the ot er hand, in obic. v<ng upon the 
diffi'reiit kggeltious of the 1 ght honourable genth'tnan over 
the wav, he Aiuidd Hate that tiu v npneated to him to he too 
favociahlc to monaiv''hy, then he m ght be taid to have chaig- 
ed that light lionoiirable gentleman with holding ^rinepes 
of di ipotiini, which w ouid .. iiih r the 1 ighi Itonour. hie g) ti¬ 
tle man liable to the di-ta\our of that H »i’fe, and of tlie 
Crown, both rf whom he ought to honour and rffpe^l. 
Mr. Buikc iaiJ farlhi 1 . th tt in confeejupiice of the ruin the 
converlatiuii between a 1 ijjn honomable gentUman and him*- 
felf had taken the othci night, he had hcjid that there was 
an intentiun to make 01 take an occafion of imputing what* 
ever he m gl.t fay, to a bale pn nu dilated aitific on his par*, 
to make the j tght liunouiable gentleman 1 afs for a republican, 
in order that he might foonur get into power hiiiifelf. He 
had found tins defign conveyed to him a, a ficret, but the 
very ni,xt dav a plot! a plot! was ciiedoutin one of the 
common newCpapei**, which was wholly afctibcd to him. 
[Ml. Burke here read ftom a daily paper, an intimation that 
an account of iuch a plot had been received hy the editor, 
hut that for prudential jeafons, he did not choofe to print 

It.] 

Mr. M. A. Taylor rofe to call Mr. Buike to order, but 
was prevented by the gentlemen who fat next him. 

Mr. Burke relumed his aigumcnt, contending that he had 
a right to lie heard, while he endeavoured to clear himfelf 
fiom the foul conduct that had been imputed to him. Would 
the lioufe, he afked) think he was a fit man to fit there 
3 while 
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while under the imputation that he had defcribed? If he had 
iwiihed to attack the right honourable gentleman for bit opi¬ 
nions refpedling what had happened in France, he was free 
to do it any day he chofe; as the right honourable gentleman 
had fufficiently often avowed thofe opinions in that Houfe. 
Finding himfeif, without any caufc, feparated and excluded 
from his party, it was a lots which he feverely felt; but 
while he felt like a man, he would bear it like a man. He 
denied that he liad ever imputed democratic principles to the 
right honourable gentleman u ith a view to hurt him in tlto 
mind of his fovereign, and if he had pufhed him to a declara¬ 
tion of his principles, the fpeech of the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman that day would prove whether he was likely to have 
attained his end, if he had wifhed to draw from him a decia- 
lation of democratic principles. In the converfation the 
other evening, the right honourable gentleman had faid, be 
had wiitten a hook wluch he had thought it feafonable and 
proper for him to go about and reprobate in the whole, and 
in all its eflential parts and piinciples, [a call of No! no! 
from theoppoiition brnches.] He rofe therefore to juftify 
himtelf in the face ofthat Houfe .nnd of his country, and in 
tiic hnee of an adverfary the moft able, eloquent, and power¬ 
ful, that ever was encountered, and he was foiry to perceive, 
the inoft willing to rake up the whole of his opinions and 
comtiicl, in oider to prove that they were abandoned by him 
w i*h the mofl fliainelefs inconliilency. He avowed the book 
;n<all it contained; when he wrote it, he did it to coun¬ 
teract the machination of one of the moft defperate and mofl; 
malignant factions that e\er exiiled in any age or country. 
HewruldHill oppofe the milbhievous principles of fuch a 
fadiion, though he was unfoitunate enough to Hand alone, 
unprotedled, lupported with no great connexions, with no 
great abilities, and with no great fortune; and thus was he 
delivered over to infamy at the end of a long life, juft like 
the dervife in the fable, who, after living till ninety in the 
fuppofed praflice of every virtue, wa tempted atlafttothe 
commifiion of a Tingle error, when the devil fpit in his face 
as a reward for all his adions. Had he, in order to fupport 
Monarchy, faid, the other evening, that it was right to 
abufe every republican Government that ever exifted? Had 
he abufed America, or Athens, or Rome, or Sparta ? But 
every thing had been remembered that he had ever faid or 
written, in order to render it the ground of cenfure and 
of abufe. He declared he could not caution the Houfe 
too much againft what had pafled in France, hut he had not 
called that a republic; no, it was an anomaly in Government, 
he knew not by what name to call it, nor in what terms to de- 
^ribe it. It was 


A ihape. 
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If (hape it might bt called, that ihape hnd none J 
Difliiiguiihahle in member, joint, or limb; 

Or fubilaoce might be call’d that fliadow feem'd. 

For each leemM cither; black it flood as night. 

Fierce as ten furies, terrible as hell, 

And fl'ook a dreadful dart: what feein’d hi» head, 

{ The likenefs of a kingly ciown had on. 

With wide Cerherun mouths full loud, and rung 
A hideous peal” 

It was, he added, 

** A fliapclefs monfler, born of hell and chaos.* 

After ha\ Ing repeated thefe emphatical lines, Mr. Burke, 
obferved that the light honourable gentleiii in's uoids had 
gone deep to his heait, when he hal told .’*1111, “ he knew 
“ hovvtodiawa tul of indidlmcnt agamll a whoie people.* 
He knew not how to draw any luch indi'^fnicnt; but he 
would tell the Houle who could, via. the National Affembly 
of blance, who had drawn a hill*of indnStiiieiu agnii tlie 
peot>lf*of St. Domingo. He could dunw a bill of indnftir nt 
agamll mu''der, agiiiill treafon, agu ill ftloiiy, ut he c id 
iiiaw iucli a bill agiinllopprtfli >n, tyranny, and corrupiu n, 
hut not a hill ofandidlmcnt agunlla whole peonb After 
a guat deil of remark and complaint on the giourid of mat¬ 
ter peiloiul tohimklf, Mr. JJuik..at Imgth came to conlider 
the luh]) <Si of the cliule liefoie tlu Houle, and df^ilaitd that 
the light hunriui dde gcntlerran opi jlite to him (Vli. Pitt) 
Im'Ipokcn his 1 « niiments niuctl hi ti 1 and nioie «loqucntljr 
rha.i he could hive done hiniMf onthic iuh] In a Mo- 
iiaichy, he dcclund the aiiilocidcy mull evvi be marerto 
tlie Crown than ro the demociac/, Ixcauii ir oiigiiiAX-d 111 
t’la Crown as the fountain ofhonon , but in ihule Govern¬ 
ments which init ok not of any thing m ut iichical, the 
•iiidocKiCtr thfu neceflanly Ipiang out of the tl mocracy. In 
ui r own ct nflituuoii cm oubtedly, as ihe Tight honourable 
r/ntleman had well defined it, co.irmued he, out aiifloctacy 
wa^nearei to the Ciown than the people, I ecauie it lelitdled 
the hour Ills rf the loverc 1C n I'ennll giee tint a King of 
Liiplatid was the ro(.t( t the conflitutM n, wiieit is in i tance, 
1 c \*as only, as he h.id hteii made to Hate himfilf, the firfl 
Mimlici. A King of Lngland might, if he chole it, feledl: 
any peifons, howevei improper oh] dls for hououts; but he 
did not dofoy becaufe it wouH, as he well knew, bring I.is 
Crown into contempt; and therefore he exercifed hi« prero¬ 
gative in that refj>e<^ cautiouflv aud prudently. But could 
the King of Fiance c.eate noLility^ He could not, becauie 
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he was himfelf degraded* and a prifoner; his orders* there¬ 
fore, would not be rcrpedtd* which ought ever to t>e the iirft 
attendant on nobility. Mr. Buike went much at large into 
theconllitution oi theHonfeof Lords, declaring that the 
honoui of a Duke* a Marquis, an Jrarlor a jii^ount, were 
ft verally familiar to us; we knew thj nitureand ongin of 
thole honours. W ith us the Crown was the fountain of ho¬ 
nour; in other conhilutions, thcptoplc faid tlity rhcnif Ives 
were. He ipok ot the powtr ot the Crown to crtite a new 
order, as it had do ie in Ireland* and, he laid, let the title 
given to the ht reditary nobility in C in ida, b wh it it might* 
there could he no manner of doubt tint tliofe whom the 
Kingdefigned to honour would have more or lets leipcdl. 
Mr. Burke to k notice of the fuggeftion of Mi. Fox, ol hiv¬ 
ing the Council cledive, which he owned he had put forcibly, 
beciuit thit right honourable gentUmm never laid any thing 
that was fool /li, but h hid gone btyond his point, it was 
tiue* we could not h ive in C’an idi ancient hereditaiy nobility 
as we had here, beciuie we could not make tint cue hundred 

.yeais old th It vns nndebut yePtidiv , but an cledtivt Coun¬ 
cil would clearly he a demociaticil Coui cil. 

H* next Ipole miuh at length of il e various forts of go¬ 
vernments tint hid obtiined in difiticnt colonies; in lonie 
theie were Councils, others agiin hid been aGovcinment by 
chirttr, con filling of iCjovein r and a compiny, in whicn 
cale the Icttlemeiit w is govetmd by tlie Ciovernor ind e- 
xnen He m ntiontd in piiticuiir tlie Mifiiilippi icheiite, 
whiclj h d I eui of lint iiatuu, and quet d Doug] is’s i m uks 
upon It. He ipeke of meie W( ihh alone is ii'it i good 
ground for aiiAociacv, though vvealth, he admitted, wisi 
material th ng in it. Undouitedlv, he liid, tluie might he 
titles, and Inionetige, he thought, not aniini.toiu, is it 
was a Ipecics it hereditary honour, though not a Pen i^r, 
but in alt thc/e things, Mr Buike laid, they mull lefiitto 
expeiience. He fpokeof the vinous confiitutions that had 
pievailed in our own Colonies before we Kft them; that 
which approaclii dneareft to perfection, he Uid, had bet-n that 
of Maffachufets, and yet the province lebclled; and io did 
tlie others* where diftcient foims of Ciuveianient pievailed. 
He did not tlurrfore attribute t’ e lofs cf oui cilonies to any 
one form of conftitutioii for them; tint form was undoubt¬ 
edly the beft under which they weie the moil fl< utifliing ind 
happy. He pointedly condemned whit he called i dole 
ariftocracy* which he faid, would prove a dead w ight on 
any Government, counterading and ultim.itelv clogging its 
adlion; he recommended above all things an op n aiiftociacy* 
and faid, he had always thought the Ciown h ving it in its 
pewK to make an Admiral* who had diftinguill ed himlelf* a 

Peer* 
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Peer, and decorate the old nobilitf, by the infufion of newr^ 
ones, occaiionaiiy, upon account or their merit and their J 
talents, one of the firft and moft excellent principles of tXxf 
Britiih conftitution. Having much at large fpoke to the 
claufe before lye returned to a confideration of himfelf, he faid, 
left alone as lie was, he hoped the Houfe would not confider 
him as a bad man, though he was excommunicated by his 
party, and was too old to ieek anotlier. If his book ftom an 
objed of odium, he might poilibly belong to a fa&ion, but 
not to a party; and confequently could he of lefs ufe to his 
country. He defined the diftindtion between a party and a 
fadlion. A paity, he faid, he had ever underftood to mean a 
fet of men, bound and united by principles to adt together 
in watching over the condudl of Minillers, and taking care 
that nothing (hould be done that was likely to prove injuri¬ 
ous to the conflitution ; whereas a fadion did not draw to¬ 
gether upon any known principles, but was devoid of all 
principle of union and common intereft. He faid, his men¬ 
tioning difciplined troops had been deemed uncivil, when he 
meant no incivility. Diiciplinehe had ever confidered as one 
neceflary quality of party, and he trailed he had ever fhewn 
himfelf reaionably a friend to difcipline, which was that fort 
of connexion which made men a£l together as a compaA 
body, having one common objed, and profefling to fi%l it 
in common with their leader. In that fenfe he had meant the 
word difcipline the other evening, and he trailed the gen¬ 
tlemen of the party, that had excluded him, would with 
their ufual fairnefs continue to ad againft their common 
adverfaries, on the common principles of public good, and 
not dired their weapons againil a poor unfortunate man who 
had been twenty-fix years exerting his bell endeavours to ferve 
his country. 

He gave an account of his firft entrance into Parliament; 
declaring, that he remembered that the firft queftion he ever 
brought forward, he loft; the next he attempted, was to 
oppofe the taking olF the duty of one (hilling fiom the land 
tax, being of opinion, perhaps weakly, that it was neceftary 
to keep up the taxes, although it was peace, in order the 
fooner to reduce the debt of the country, and nothing could 
piev.ul on him to abandon his purpofe. He had mentioned, 
at the time, that he had laid his political principles very low, 
in Older that they might flick by him, and he by them, all 
his life. He had done fo, and he had feen, on one occafion, 
two great parties join againft him, who had nevef adled toge¬ 
ther before, viz. Mr. Gienville’s piity, and the late Lord 
Rockingham’s. He had then perfifted, with the fame perti¬ 
nacity, as he had fupported his unfortunate opinions on the 
French revolution. He complained of being obliged to (land 
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Upon his defence by that honoamble gentleman who^ when 
a y 6 ung man, in the vigour of his abilities, at the age of 
^fourteen years, had been brought to him, and evinced the 
htoA piomifing talents, which he bad ufed his beft endeavours 
to cultivate; .md this man who had arrived at the maturity 
of bring titc moll brilliant and powerful debater that ever ex« 
ifted, had defcnbed him as having deferred and abandoned eve* 
ly one of his piincipies. 

lie faui, that at a time when there was not a plot indeed, 
but open and avowed atrempiS made by clubs and others, to 
cirriilatc pamphlets, and dilTtminate doctrines fubveriive of 
the ])ierngative, and therefore dangerous to the conAitution, 
it was unwaiiantable fur any good fubjeifl to be day after day 
holding out a parade of democracy, in order to fet a mob rag* 
iiig ngainA theCiown. It Hiould not, and it ought not to 
be. '1 he pel petually m king \iolent and darning panegy¬ 
rics on the fubjedl tf whit happentd in France, he con¬ 
demn d asdangMOiis; and he laid, be now fupported the 
Monaic'ty, not that he thought itbctterthan theariftocracy 
• or the demociacy. but bccaulc it was attacked and endea* 
vouredto be run down. In like mannei when Lord deorge 
Gordon aifled as a iiiebrand, and caufed the pioud city of 
London and of Weil min Aei to bow its head to its very bafe, 
if they had joined in the cry againft popery, was it not clear 
that they would have done infinite mifchief ? and yet he be* 
Iieved riLither of the two right honourable gentlemen, nor 
himfelf, were lufpetfled of a violent attachment to popery ; 
hut w'as that the hour to Hand up for protedantifm t If they 
had been ralli enough to do fo, they mull know that they 
would have clapped a Aiebrand to the pile, and not only the 
metropolis, but all England would have blazed. Let them 
take warning by that event. Let them recoIleiSt that the 
meie fuggeAion that forty thoufand peifons could not afiem* 
ble m a room, for none was large enough to hold them, 
which appeared ridiculous and contemptible at Arft, had 
produced in one day, fuch dire terror and alarm, that all 
ranks of people felt indefcribeable apprehenfion, and knew 
not whither to fly for fafety. Juil fo there was at prefenta 
run againfl; Monarchy, which was fdid to be the child of his 
wild ungoverned imagination: let them not rell fecurely on 
fuch a conception, hut take care in time to prevent the polE* 
bleefieifls. In what he had faid upon the fubjedl, he was 
confeious he had done his duty, and he hoped he had averted 
what unnoticed, might have tumbled the firitilh conflitu* 
tion in ruins. That being the cale, feparate and unfup- 
ported as he was, let not the party that had excommunicated 
him, imagine that he flood deprived of every comfort ; though 
VoL. XXIX. 3 1 ' aU 
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« 4 $ foiitude without! there was fanfhine and compan]r 
enough within. 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Pox faidi in reply, that however the right honourable 
gentleman might be unkind enough to impute deinocratical 
or republican fentiments to him, he could adure him that his 
fentiments, whether about religion or any other topic, al¬ 
ways made a due imprefifion on his mind. He faid, that he 
did not like beAowmg fulfome and unneceflary praifes on the 
Engliih conllitution ; they reminded him of a palTage in one 
of our belt poefs belt plays; he meant, he faid. King Lear; 
who alks his three daughters how much they love him ? (to- 
neril and Regan anfwer him in terms of the molt extrava¬ 
gant a'ld Itudied panegyric; but when he puts the fame quef* 
lion to Cordelia, Ihc anfwers juft as he would anfwei the 
fame fjrt of queftion, if it were put to h'm refptfting the 
conltitution, when he Ihould lay, he loved th«* conftitution 
of Great liritain jult as much as a fubje'St of Great Britain 
ought to love a Government under which he enjoys fuch 
blelTings. They were all, Mr. Fox faid, bound to love a 
conltitution under which they lived happily, and whenever 
it Ihould really be attacked, all he ihould lay was, that he 
would not be found the moll inaiFtive in its defc’nce. With 
legard to the right honourable gem leman’s declaration, that 
he was feparated fiom the party, if he was fo feparated, it 
mult be his own choice; and if he Hiould lepcnt that fepa- 
ration, he might be alTured his friends would e\er be ready to 
receive him, to refpedl him, and to love him, as heretofore. 
With regard to the (Ituation of the Seignories in Canada, the 
riglit honourable gentleman had Ihcwn himfeif weak in that 
part of his argument, and had evaded an anfwer; and tlie 
right honourable gentleman on the fame bench with him was 
utterly and completely ignorant of the faiSt, he did not mean 
ignorant in an invidious fenfc of the word. Let the two 
right honourable gentlemen enquire farther, and they would 
£nd that he was right in his declaration, becaufe there was 
no fluff to ingraft hereditary honours upon, no rank of fjer- 
fons at all qualified to receive thofc honours. The right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman near him, Mr. I<ox obferved, had faid 
he preferred an open arillorracy to a elofr otie; he would 
fliew that the fort of ariflocracy that he had recommended, 
could not be a clofe ariflocracy, which he difapproved as 
much as the right honourable gentleman himfeif. With re¬ 
gard to the declaration of the right honourable gentleman 
near him, that the whole mud be governed by experience, 
experience was undoubtedly a very good general guide in 
mod matters, but it was rather a drange aigument to refort 
to in the piefent indance, for which there nmi'er had exided a 
pfeoedtnt. There was no colony, ancient or modern, that 
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ever had precifely the fame confutation: it reCemhled that 
of lome of the American States, but that oft MafTaehufetts 
• the mof nearly of any. 

Mr. Fox then took notice of Mr. Pitt's having fatd, that 
hisprincipl s werefo far republican as nehad defenbed. Mr. 
I ox dechreJ he had no difficulty to admit that his principles 
were lo far republican, that he wilhed rather to give the 
Crown Ids power and the People more, where it could be 
done with lafwty, in eveiy (Tovernment cld or new; and 
tiom that principle it was, that whenever any bills for that 
puipoit l.ad been intioduced, he had given them his iupport, 
(indllic I ght honourable gentleman oppofite to him, he ob- 
iei\ed, had maintained lepublican piinciples, according to 
his own mode of d hning the woid lepublican; for he had 
in ide livtrd propolitions of that kind to the Houfe, and it 
wIS wdl known that the tight honourable gentleman near 
him had dune the 1 ime; thev wci ecjii illv (haigialde, there- 
fou, with npililican principles; and to the extent that he 
hid ddcnlnd, Mr 1 ox laid, Ik w iii itctemcly willing, nay, 
delirous, to rtiuun chaigcable. W itli t«.gaid to foieign Co¬ 
lonies, he w IS of opinion thit tlie pawer of the Crown ought 
to be kept IwW. Ic w is impothbL to forefee what would be 
the fituof dill lilt soil ni^', at a difant peiiod of time; but 
111 giving the n a c Mi.lilution, hi» idea was, tint it wa, our 
intersft, wdl as oui duty, to give them as much liberty 
as we could, to itp }(.t tin in h ippy, ddunfhing, and as little 
dependent as pofiible. We fliould mike the fiee fpiiit of our 
own confiitution applicihle, wherever we could render it io ; 
..nd It thtie vas any iiljue or danger in fa doing, he was 
perfu ulul tht d inget w is not gieater on one fide than on the 
othti; indeed, he thought the iiioic. dcipotic the coiiftitution 
we gave i colony, the more we mide it the iiiteieil of that 
polony t> get I'd of iuch coniiitution; and it was evident 
the Amti ican States hid icvolted, becaufe they did not chink 
themfelVw„ fufhciently free. 

Ml. 1 ox lumuisd up this pait of his argument, hy de- 
clnnig, that he wis decidedly of opinion that the coniiitu¬ 
tion of tins count ly was moic liable to be ruined by an in- 
creafe of the power of the Crown, than by an mcieale of the 
power of the People. He next took notice of what Mr. 
Puikehadfaid of indammatory publications; if any dange¬ 
rous dodltines were diilemmated in pimphlcts, he faid, it he¬ 
lms ed the Ciovernment to look to them, and in cafe the law 
officeis of the Crown failed in dou\g fo, it was then the doty 
of thit Houle to remind the Miiiifters of their negleifl. He 
owiud, howevei, that for his pict, he was of opinion that 
free diicuflions of the piinciples of the conditutioii ought 
to be fullered; if the couftitution had oppofer% it would 
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alfi> haTe advocates, and the more it was difcuiled the better. 
He hinted that it was mifufing the fundlions and piivileges 
of that Houfe, for any Ndeinber to come down, and by hold¬ 
ing long diicourfes, perfonal to himfelf, and relative to ima¬ 
ginary plots, which he (Mr. Fox) really believed had no 
foundation in fa^, prevent a Committee from doing its duty, 
and examining the claufes of a bill of great imporrance. It 
was their duty alio to look to the conduct of the executive 
Government, to watch and examine the ineafures of Mini- 
Aers, and to guard, check, and control the public expendi¬ 
ture. For any gentleman to fuppofc, that by the aiithoiity 
of difcufllons on perfonal to. ics in that lioufe, what he faid 
there would have any elFeiS); on public opinion, rcfpcfling a 
matter to which they had made up their miiv', he believed it 
would be found a vain a-'d fruitlefs rxpcifla^ion. 

Mr. Burke lofe in icply, and hfgan with retorting on Mr. 
Fox for what he had laid letpeiFrig the eulogies on the con- 
Aitution. He laid, they weie at le.ift as ufeful as that light 
honourable gentleman’s almoft daily piofeffions of admiration 
for the revolution in France. As the tight honourahle gen¬ 
tleman had thouglit proprr to appeil to a p.ilfage fiom one 
poet in praife of the conllituiion, he would i.ike the libCily 
of remembering anotiier line from another pc^t. 


»— . non ifrfbvulitf alio culpante, 

Mr. Burke alfo told ai»Aory of a Lacedemonian, who obferv- 
ing aman for ever praifing Hercules, alked who blamed him? 
fince he thoiight he was going to be put to the diilalF, or 
fomething worte than all his labours. He referred to the 
books that were in circulation, and laid, there was ferious 
caufe for alarm, when alT^ciaiions publicly avowed dncliincs 
tending to alienate the m>nds of all who read them from the 
conAitution of their country, efpecially at a time when it 
was notorious that it was lyAem^tically run down abroad, 
and decUVimcd agaiiiA as the worA in exiAence. He again 
reminded the Committee, from how trivial a commencement 
Lord George CiordonN riots began, in confequence of which 
London had bowl'd its bead fo loa*. Mr. Burke faid, be had 
never deliied any books to be profecuted, hut tlie right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman near him had more than once, lie took 
notice of what had bt>en laid, rhat if he winild repent, he 
would be received. Ho Aood, he laid, a man publicly dif- 
graced by bis party, and therefore rb*t right honourable gen¬ 
tleman ought not to rece.ve him. He declared he had gone 
through his youth without encountering any party difgiace; 
and though he had then in his age been fo unfortunate as to 
meet it, he did not foheit the right honourable gentleman’s 

fnend- 
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friendfliip, nor that of any man, either on one llde of the 
J^oofe or the other. 

•. Mr. Martin exprefled his furprife at Mr. Burke’s having Mr. 
faid that certain Ibcieties had circulated do6irines and pam- Maitts. 
phlets relative to the C( nfiitution, thedodlrines of which he 
reprobated as foolifh and adulatory. 1 he 1 ight honourable 
gentleman in particular had mentioned by name the Conftt- 
tutional Society, the Revolution Society, and, what was ra* 
therftraiige, the Unitarian Society. Mr- Martin faid, fo 
far from thinking he had any caufe to he aihamed of belong¬ 
ing to the ConUitutional Society, it was his pride to be a 
member of it; perfnided as he wa^ that they aded upon mo¬ 
tives too pure to merit reprchenfion ; and furely, no gentle¬ 
man would think a focietv, infliiuted to comtnemorate the 
revolution, illandable. He laid, that the other day he had 
taken up a volume of Locke on the Human Under Handing, 
from which he would read a fliort extr.i61, which appeared to 
him to be appofite to the prel'ent times. 1 his extras he 
read; the ohjeft of which was, to Hate that innovation was 
not tlie lefs founded in truth hecaufe it was new. Mr. 

Martin added, that Mr. Burke’s lefledtions had called forth 
many comments, and amongft them an excellent pamphlet 
from a gentleman, formerly a Metnbei of that Hmife; he 
faid he meant hlr. Rous, who proved himfelf to entertain 
found conlliriitionill principles. 

Mr. (f illfcrjo ce complimented the Conflitutional Society, Mr. 
declaring that he believed them more likely to reprefs than Wilber- 
to excite clamour or compiotion. Having faid this, he de- fwce. 
fired to know fiom Mr, Fox, whether he intended his eleftive 
Council to he for life, or for a term of years * 

Mr. Fox faid, he had not decided upon that point, but he Mr. Fox. 
rather inclined to conftituting them for hfe. 

Mr. IFilbeiforce obje^ing to this, faid, that let the elec* Mr. WiV* 
tive Council he for life, or for a term of years, in the one berforce. 
cafe they w'ould clog the prerogative, and deprive the fubiefl 
of its protection; in the other point of view, it would be a 
democracy under another name, and give the popular branch 
of Government too much power; whereas if they adapted 
an hereditary Council, they would form an open ariftocracy^ 
and though at firft produce only faplings, in acourfe of years 
they would become forefts, capableofbe.'iringup againftany 
innovation, either of the Crown or People. 

A few words more palled between Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt^ 
after which the queHion was put, and the claufe pailed. 

The Houfe atfjourncd. 
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Some motions having been mad^ and a paufe taking placft 
in the bufincfs of the Houfe, 

IVTf. Mr. Matt in got up, and faid, that unirfs fome good rea- 

yUartiD, f^n could be aligned for the thin attendance of the Houfe, 
and ihe abfence of His Majefty’s Minifter at that late houi, 
he would move for an aHjourmneut 

M .Hofc. ^*** private bufinefs had been 

iuft concluded; that the Minifier had been in the Houle 
lome tune fince, but finding no appearance to detain him, 
had taken the advantage to retire a few minutes. He was 
furpnied, therefore, that the honourable gentleman would 
make fuch an attack upon him in h.s abltnce. 

Mr Maitm pioftlTLj that he meant nothing perfonal. 

Ml Gity. his rtp'ei, that by w'thIvUhng h's mo¬ 

tion a minute, hi fliouhl luse given an honou'ih.e gentle¬ 
man occahon to coniphin of the interval of hufinels. He 
then proceeded to flate his motion for ti e leiief cl iniolvent 
debtors, in puifuuice of tli^. notice he had yeiletday given. 
Ilefaidthac the. hw of dtbtoi and cieditoi in this country 
was condemned iiniveiUll', aiui with juflice. A^hether they 
coniidered the piaifiice of roiikning tor debt, men who had 
no means of di(char.;nig fncli debt, oi, on the contrary, frau¬ 
dulent debtui , whole citditi'ib hyDopimefs could compel 
tlum to pay; thele ciicumllances weie lufficient lot inducing 
the Houle to uiilitule an inquiry into the llate of the laws 
relating to debu r 'ind ertditor. lie moved, theiefoie, 

n hat a f ommiitee be appointed toenquiie into the prac- 
** tice and eift-fls of iinpiilonment for debt.” 

“ That fiVe perfons be a quorum. 

“ Thai they have powei to fend for perfons, papers, and 
records. 

“ To fit, notwith^landing any adjournment of the Houfe. 

That the Committee have powei to adjourn horn place 
to place.” 

Mr. Burke feconJed the motion. 


J^ttorncy Jttorney Gtnet al laid, that to every gentleman it rouft 

‘general. ^ obvious, that in a commercial country, the chapter of 
debtor and t'leditoi could not but be very copious. It wis 
of much importance to the coantry at large, and paiticuhrly 
to a number of tin ir fellow citi/dis, that there flioukl be an 
inquiry asextenbvc as the motion of the honourable grntle- 
I man. '1 he Houfe would l/e ah«e to furnilli a large mafs of 
infotination on the fubieCt, and would prepare for taking in¬ 
to their ferious conlid r ition and deliiieration whit could be 


done. In thejul> of th , kingdom, it had been ftated, that 
^lieie were betiscen thieu and lout thoufand puTons confined 

for 



40 f 


A. 1 ^ 91 * D fe « A t £ ft. • 

for debt, and if to this number were added tlieir wives and 
chtldieii, tliey would at leaH; aniuuiit to ten tboufand. 

'I line wets, Mr. Atronvy (jrneril obferved, two or 
*’three]H}iiil& which he wiihid to ll.itr* (liortly to the Houfe. 
In tile firil ]>Iace, he begged they would Imik to an ohjedk 
of confid< ration which lomttimes efeaped the attention that 
was due to it; he meant th^ Htuation in wdiich the creditor 
Aood. '1 heic weic many cieditois i'i th.s kingdom who 
could not poikbh recover one iliilhng from an opultnt debtor, 
if that debtor choie to remain m piiloii; this, Mr. Attorney 
faid, wasrontiaiy to all the primof common fetile and 
common jiiOice. On the ahAraif ciicumfianres of iidol- 
vency, it m<ght beemjuiied how far acieditor had a right 
to have the pel ion of hit debtor as an hoAage, whiie Ins 
debt was uniatished, though aftci tlie del tor had paited 
with his utteimofi: nulling; but, it was quite a different 
confideration, whetbei a man waa inlohent, o; whethei he 
was a kna\e^ If he w*s a knave, and lived by impofition, 
let him he pumllied as a knave; but the Tingle c.rcumAance 
of not bt.ing able to dilchai^ his debts Wus a very diffeient 
thing, and was a ciicumAanc that might happen to any 
man of the faireff prolpedts, and molt uptight cliaiadftr. 
The cafe of the dubtoi, thertforc, was vve|i wo'lhy the con- 
fidei.*tion of the Houle; and it niuA be fwned, tl at they 
had been rathti tolilinieni not lnving fooiiti liilj».ieilly 
looked at the c lie of tli«’ Cicditoi. 'I be Iluuie wii Id take 
both pa ts of the qu llioti mto louTideration: tlu v would le- 
fledf on the llale of pcilons in tiade, of gci.rlemcn, and c( 
men of all profolTions and iV'cript'OPs Ho ftic’t|g!v luf- 
pedled there was Tome vee iii the I tv i of th ccuMitt ic- 
fpedfing dfhtoi a.iJ cicdit'T, Itw a inoA Ibamefii’ tl"i ^ 
toAate, but It waN a l.ifi, that ui one o iht* J ti’s, wlne’iw's 
hut a few hundi'‘(i yauUtioin the place wieie he \v s {( ik¬ 
ing, fome of tl e piifoii is weie wallow ng in 'nttiiand in¬ 
dulging tliemielves in evi ry Ipiciesof pioili^jcy, I.ilc 
one claU of priloners was confined for lui. 11 debts luoilie 
clafs kept thi ir cieditois it nuns Itrgih: be was cais .iced 
therefore, that theie' muA he iotn thu g uiffoind ii If mi* 
part of the lyftem of our laws iclatwe lo deotMi and cin'iNn : 
and It was his wilh to pmhe it to the veiy het om. Hu 
thought It was right, and con'oiMiit t j the ptinciplos of na¬ 
tural equity, that thedebloi Ih'siilil pay the ciuhTv i «\eiy 
Hulling he pofTcficd; I ut ahc’ he had done that, i‘ might he 
mide a queAion how far iheperfon of the debtor fhouUl con¬ 
tinue as an hoffage to the crtditoi for th'* remaiiidei of his 
debt. Thefe weie, Sir Archibild obferved, impott.'’nt c<‘n- 
ilderaticr.s, and their difcuAion and examination would oc¬ 
cupy a great deal of time. In his opinion, the mode tin 
X Houfe 
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Houle had adopted of inflituting an enquiry into the fubjedlf 
Was the proper way of pioceeding m the bufinefs, "When 
the Houle entcied upon it, it would loon be icen if any 
thing coi Id bt titt<^ed, and what ouglit to be done Al-*' 
though he was coinpLuIy inimical to an miulvent a£l, he 
itlu3antly confeiled, it had fiequently hern found to be a 
neceflary remedy. An inlolvent a£t, the Attorney Oeneral 
fjid, was, in hts opinion, an encouragement to gambling, 
and to every fpeeies of prodigicy. Doubts, he fatd, had at 
different times been entcituned whether inlolvent d btors 
Ihould not he libeiatcd tiom j iil; but OApenence tnanifcfted, 
that their liberation had e\er been attended with the worff 
confequcnce^. 'J hcle c >nli lent ions put together, he con¬ 
ceived w're ludBcient to tuinilh ffiong ground to inffitute an 
inquiry into a fiibjiift io important, l^cfore he fat down, 
he wi ned to iuggell, that as a pirt of the buiinefs, it would 
he neceifiry to eftablilh iome new plan for the regulation oi 
then jails. 

]^r.Bur’n.e Mr. Airr/rrofe, and thanked the honourable and learned 
gentleman for his excellent fpeech. The public, Mr. Burke 
laid, weie extremely obliged to the honouiable and learned 
gentleman for fuch exertions of judgement, prudence and 
humanity, which latter conftituted, as evety body knew, 
fo ftriking a feature in his chaia61er. The public were 
alfo under many obligations to the honouiable gentleman 
who had undertaken to bring foiward io great, lo lahoiiuus, 
and fo dehc.ite a bufinels. It would be neceffary for him, 111 
this cafe, Mr Burke faid, to lift the talfe prettnees of |)ei- 
luns, adlli to make a nice dircrimination between what was 
teal and what was afivdtrd He iievt i had an opportunity of 
bringingtorward thisiub)e^ himfell, though Ik was always 
ready to give hts bell: aililVance to thofc, of greatei weight, 
hy whom it was undertiken. The motion fuinilhed an 
awful monument of the di/H^uIty ot giving a definition of 
law. 

It had been fa d that it was a ffa*"? of liberty in fociety, to 
be governed by law. T hwy had, Mr Buike laid, not only 
their priions lull, but they had a commonwealth otdcbtois, 
a commonwealth of prifoners; a commonwealth as numei• 
ous as many that had lubfiHed in .ancient hiftory. Iheie 
piilonets were not diihnguilhed fiom Haves, but ai5lually 
weie Haves, ex’Hing m a country valuing itfelf on ns laws, 
and hoalling its freedom, but in which they enduied a greater 
portion ot Havery than ever had been exerciCed by the inoH: 
defpotic poweis. It ceitainly was a blemilh of our law to 
produce all the effects ot tlie moll horrible tyianny, and 
itkewife all the effedts ot the moll abjedl flavety. It wa& 
u paradox ffrange and 11 reconctleable. One thing, h« wtlhed 

to 
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bd to fugged: to the right honourable gentleman, which Was, 
that it was not to be held, that this bufinefs was in all cafes 
conncdled with commerce: tiie contradling of debts often 
*^iappened among tlic lower claiTes of men in the common 
iranfadtions of life, and were deemed civil fuits, founded on 
falfecredit; commeice was too wife and too cautious to 
adl upon fuch a fallacious piinciple; in cafes of commerci^ 
the creditor only wiflied to fecure the ccjji» honorum. Not 
only the trading pait of thecommuni<^y} then fore, but every 
man in 'heKingdom vras deeply intererted in the enquiiy: if 
the Ij item of laws on the fubjefi was a wrong one, it affedls 
every body. If any alteration was intioduced with regard 
to the itnpiif >nmeni of infolveiit debtors, it would be laid, 
pet bans, that fuch aheration would ailed); public credit: he 
denied it. It would make men cautious, and would tend to 
ptotedl them 'J here was no fuch thing, Mr. Burke faid, 
as a corps ol debtors, there was no fuch things as a corps of 
ciedi'ors; deb's we'^e cr'ntradfed bv the rafli and incondderate 
credit tli.’t was giv' n. 7'he power of a creditor to feize the 
peifon of his debtoi w.'ts like a perion giafping at real money, 
but finding his hand full of aflignats. He hoped the fubjedb 
would be examined on the juft and fair foundation of public 
credit; be hoped they would examine it on the fair examples 
of debtor and ci editor. Debtor and creditor ftioiild never, 
he faul, be feparated; they were one pet fon, and what was 
for the benefit of the one, was evidently for the advantage of 
the other. I’elidcs, NTr. Burke obferved, were they had 
one man in jail, they hadtw'oor three that were in daily 
terror of imprifonment. If there were ten thoufa^in pii- 
fon, there were at leaft thiity theufand people ftiut out from 
the means of getting their bread, and either were in the 
piifon ofthe mind, or in the pnfun of tenor. How many 
perfons were there, who exifted in the prilon of flight, and 
ill hiding places; w ho were a lofs to fneiety, and a dead 
weight on the community ! Tliirty thouland at Icaft were m 
that predicament. 'J his, theiefore, was a fubje£k highly 
worthy of the w'ifdom and humanity of the honourable and 
learned gentleman end allb higlily honourable to j young 
gentleman, (Mr. Giey) of veiy great abilities, who had 
taken it up, and had made the motion. Mr. Burke conclu¬ 
ded with ohferving, that it was a difgrace to the law of this 
country, to fay that it had imprifoned more than the moft 
abfolute power had done in any other country. 

Mr. Bernard wifhed to know whether the honourable Mr. 
gentleman who had made the motion entertained the fame Bemird. 
opinion on the fubjeiSl as the Attorney Gener.il did? 

The Jtiomey General, in reply, faid, that he was extremely Attomtf 
anxious not to lie mlfunderftood on the fubie^. The inquiry Geneni. 
VoL. XXIX. 3 G ^ould 
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would lead them into tFe confideration of fome of the deep- 
eft and moftabftrufe parts of the law, and if any gentleman 
thought the inquiry would be foon finiftied, he could alTure 
him be would find himlelf much difappomted. He ftiould 
not be furprifed if it were to be late in another feflion of Par¬ 
liament before they go' to the conclufion of the bufinefs. 
He alfo wiftied to be difiindlly underftood that in what he 
had been laying, he meant nothing like an uifolvent deb'ors 
bill. 

Mi.Giey. Mr. Grey faid, he undoubtedly entertained the fame opinion 
on the fubjedi as the honourable and learned gentleman; and, 
with refpe^t to an a 61 of infulvency, fo far was he from 
entertaining any intention ofprupofing one, that one the 
principal objedis of the enquiiy he had moved to inftitute, 
was, to prevent the neceffity of fuch a mcafure in future. 
And, although he was aware of the extent of the lubjeO, he 
was extiemely anxious if poflihle to get into a Committtc, to 
enter into immediate aigument, and to lofe no time but to 
proceed with all poifible expedition, and even loon to be 
able to apply a remedy to fome ofthofeesils that had been 
ftated. 

Ml, Mx,Jikyll was extremely happy that the motion was 
brought lot ward. The Committte might loon make a re¬ 
port, which would befit for theconfidciationofthat Iloufe; 
and although he acknovvltdgeJ, that he was not very con- 
verfant in the journals of Pailiament, he believed theie was 
a fimilar Committee moxed for in the year 1740 01 1750. 
1 liey might look into the proceedings of that Committee 
whiclt||[|vould probably throw fome light upon the fub- 
je£l. 

Attorney "I he Atoi ncy General fiid, that nothing could be more 

General hurtful, or lead to worfe confequences, than an ulea, that 
the priloii doors would foon be thrown open, and provihon 
made for the delivery of all mfolvent debtors. And whde 
none could be moie defireus than he was of the benefits to be 
fcaped from the motion, or eager to promote them, none 
could be more apprehenfive of fuch an idea, or folicitous to 
guard againft its confequences. 

The queftion was then put and earned. And the Com¬ 
mittee, appointed to make the inquiry, conhfted of the 
following gentlemen, Mr. Grey, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Mr. I ox, &c. 

Mr. Powys having moved the ordei of the day for the 
farther confideration of the offenders bill, he farther moved, 
that the word “ now** ftand part of the queftion. 

^ Idr. Mr. Matnwa tng, upon this, rofe, and after repeating his 
I Jlaittwar- fiirmer arguments againft the bill, vi^. that it would entail 

a heavy 
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a he.iv V fxpence on theleveral counties, and that it was un- 
ncceifary, as the fame mattets were provided for by the 24th 
wf the prefent King, mo\cd, byway of amendment, << that 
the bill be committed for that day three months.’* 

Sir IViltiam Tottge feconded the motion, and afltgned his , 

reafons at lome length for oppofing the bill. Young* 

Mr. H tlbcifoue i id, he confideied it as an hardlhip upon ^y,j^ 
thofe wh»* liad erected penitentiary houfes, to have poured berforcc. 
in upon them an inundation of convii^ls from the country 
jail. It would tender tlufe infhtutions ufelefs, and ope¬ 
rate as a dlicouragement ;o their founder*. 

Mr, Vanjlttm t thought the whole bill unneceffary, and al- Mr. Vaa* 
ready provided for by former adls. fittait. 

Ml. Baker faid, that the fentenceof tranfportation, whe- Mr.Baktr 
tlier for feven or fouilceii years, was now inevitably for 
life. New South Wales was that llioic from whofe bourne 
no traveller could ever it turn. He advifed the bill to be 
put off for this ielTion, till its principle could be rendered 
more intelligible. 

M t. faiJ, the fame hill had been received without Mr. 

oppofition laft year. Inilead of its having a tendency to Powys, 
fpiead contagion, one of its chief principles was, to keep 
different convids feparate. Whether the jail or the peni- 
tentinry houfe, it required the prifoners to be kept feparate, 
and employed in hard labour. It created no newexpences; 
it only incurre.! cxpanccs which were already created. The 
other a£ls on the lame fubjedt weie not in force, and fell 
ihort of the ends of this bill. 

Mr, Jeky'l in fupport of the bill, produced a papCT ffated Mr, 
to be a liff of the prifoners under confinement, and fen- Jekyll* 
tenced to hard labour in the caftle jail and biidewell of 
** the eounty of Oxford, with an account of the earnings, 

« expence of maintenance, materials for work, cloaths^ 

«< overlooking, &c. from the iff of Januaiy 1789, to the 
** iff of January 1790,” whence it appeared that eighty 
prifoners had earned m that time,— 

£• 383 “ 7 

Their total expence had been 263 190 

Balance faved to the county, over and 
above every expence —- — •— 119327 

Mr. Jekyll commented upon this as a matter well worthy 
the ferious attention of the Houfe, llnce it proved that the 
example, if followed in every county in the kingdom, and 
maiKiged with the fame exertion and attention, which it 
had experienced in the hands of the keeper of Oxford callle, 
would douhtlefs prove equ^ly fuccefsful, and produce many 
ben eficial confeimenceF. 

3 G 2 Mr, 
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Mr* Harrifon fpoke for the bill's being committed* 

The Hoafe divided, when the numbers were, 

Ayes (for the billbei'-*g committed then) 18 j Noes, 63. ' 

1 he bill was therefore lull. 

As foon as the divifioii was over, Mr. Powys having 
moved for leave to burg in a bill “ fur Later regulating of 
jaib, and other places of confiiicuient,” with a vitw to 
fecun and preferve the iecond part of his lii ' ti.“ morion, 
after a iheut converlation, wa^ 1^1 ttd lu. 

Mr. W. Mr. py. Smith rofe in corfejutnee of the n >tice he had 
Smith, given two days preceding, of his intenti >n to make a mo¬ 
tion on the luhjeft of the urms in winch a paiticuhr topic 
had been handled hll i r'diy, winch hs faiJ he hid felt to be 
tinpleafant, and b luved to b® difoi h-rlv. Mi. Smith laid, 
his foie obje(Sl had bee.' to inOace gentlemen to tient ceitmi 
topics in decent and more temperufe ic-m th ni h id been 
the cafe hll tnday. lie had beta p^nfuaded, that th'' lule 
would obram vihen the famt topics w-ould he again d (cuff'd, 
as they had been laft I ueldiv, and ho wa> loiiy to fiy m as 
violent and as uiiufcrained a mode of opifJbon a btloie 
He bad fincc doubted wli^'lli'*- he 1 ul httUi liy .my more 
about iheliibjeifl or net; hut Invii 4 sen iiotict of hr in¬ 
tention to ilie Houfe, and not likii r to heai public ailcm- 
blies of mag praev, like that Houle, 01 the .illembhcs in our 
colon*es titated with difiifpc^l, he hid Ihewn a right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, whom he did .lot thm fee m his place, 
a paffage in a pamphlet, the ilatcment of viluch he thought, 
as his ohjccl was Oiil) to obtain decent language, would, 
if read to the Houle, fufficiently anfwer Ins purjofe; he 
would iheiefoie read it inileul of a motion; the words were 
in ei!e6ly that *‘to talk difiefpecffully and h.-itflily of public 
affemblies, for a wife man it was not decent, for a (ober 
man it was not temperate, and fora mild man its was not 
** humane.” 

The order of the day having been moved by Mr. Chan¬ 
cellor Pitt, for tefuming the Committee on the Quebec 
bill, and the fame having been read accordingly, the Spe<iker 
left the Chan, and Mr. Hobatt took his feat at the table. 

The Committee then proceeded to fill up the feveral 
blanks in the clauies, beginning with page 7 of the printed 
bill. As the converfation was for the moll part loofe and 
defultory, we (hall only give an account of the manner m 
which the blanks were filled up, without entering into a de¬ 
tail of the obfervations that were made, except where they 
lequire notice. 

Us . Pitt. Mr. Chancellor Put having propofed, that the number of 

Members to be chofen for the Houfe ttf Affembly in Upper 
Canada, Ihould not be lefs than fixteen. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Fox rofe, and objected to the number. He contended Mr. Foz. 
|bat after fo much had been faid about obtaining a proper 
liriilocracy for that colony,' on the preceding days, they 
were not now to lofc fight of giving it a proper fhare of 
democracy likewife, which was alio vied on all hands to be 
requifite. Sure he was, that fixteen was a good number for 
an ariftccracy, but by no means for a democracy. He was 
)H!rfe£lly aware that it was idle to cxpe(Sl, or to maintain, 
that in a reprefciitative Houfe the number of the eledUd 
ought to bear a ftridt analogy to the number of the eleflors. 

He knew there was no neccAity for it; and that ^^8 Mem¬ 
bers of that Houle were juft good a reprefentative of the 
people of hnglapd, amounting to eight millions, as any 
largirnumbei whatevci; but if they were legiflating for a 
much more populous country, (I ranee for inllance) he did 
not believe he ftiould he told thai 558 Membeiswerefitrc- 
prcfentatives for the people of France. Mr. Fox thought 
iixteen by no means enow to form any thing that could 
bear the name of a popular Ailembly; he fiiouid rather have 
itnaguied that one hundred uould have be^n the number, it 
one hundred fit Members of Aflenibly could have been ob¬ 
tained in Upper Canada. 

Mr. P It laid, as there were not above ten thoufand Indi- Mt-. Pitt. 
viiiuaK in Upper Canada. (iiicluJmg m**n, women, and * 

childien), he tliought fixteen in the prellnt fiate of the pro¬ 
vince w.is about n realonahle proportion of tholi* who were 
fit perlops to be cholen Alembers of the Houfe of AflVmbly, 
and could fpnre time enough fui due altendance. The blank 
was filled up with the word fixteen. It was here ohferved 
by Mr. Pitt, that the bill d'd not limit the number of Mem¬ 
bers to fixteen, but only fliewed that it ought not to he Id's 
than fixteen. 

The numlier of the Members of the Houfe of Aflembly 
in I ower Canada was moved to be fill d up with the wor.l 
thirty. 

Mr. Fox condemned fuch a nomination as infinitely too Mr.Fox. 
fmall. To tranfmit the Biitifh conftjtuticn to ajl the colo¬ 
nies of Cireat Biitam, Mr. Fox faid, he well knew was iin- 
p'^fllble; but to pretend to do any thing like it. anJ to name 
thiity perfons as a popular Afli'mbly lepiefenting 100,000, 
was fo grofs a fallacy, that he hoped it would no longci be 
attempted to be faid that we gave Canada even a Iketch of 
the Hritifh conftitution, or any thing like it. 

Mr. Powys faid, the number of inhabitants he underftood Mr. 
amounted to 150,000. Powyt, 

Mr. Bernard, in anfwer to Mr. Powys, faid, that was fnp- Mr. • 
pofed to have been the number of inhabitants in the whole Bernard* 
|>rpvince of Canada before it was atte.npted to be divided. 
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Mr. Mr. Dunda^ faid, they could not pretend to give Canada 
Dundas the fame conAitution as they theinfelves lived under; all 
they could do was to lay the foundation for the fame conlli-" 
tution, when encreafed popul.ition and time Ihould have 
made the Canadians ripe to receive it, and to enjoy the lame 
bleHings. 

Mr Fox. Mr. Fox inffled on it, that an Aflcmhly, confining of 
thirty, as the repiclentaiive of 100,000, might bean excel> 
lent Aflembly, a wi(,e Adembly, a viituous AfTentlily, or 
an enterprillng AiTembly, hut it could not be calhd a papu¬ 
lar Affembly. 

Mr. Mr. Mayl.n wondered that Mr. Dundas lliould argue. 
Mama, that the conihtution would l>e ruintd by a more equal repie- 
fentalion. Did he wilh the Airnnhly in Canad.!, Mr. Mar¬ 
tin aflted, to refemole fume repiefentative bodies in other 
countries where there were ftiam ele^lions, and ft.atmen 
dreifed up in their maflets’ clo.uhs, and lent to Parliameiit? 
Colonel Colmel Simcoe read an extrai^ from an American paper, 
Simeok. to prove that the coiigrefs thought a very fm.dl number fuf- 
ficient for the members forming the Houfe of Afiembly for 
a weftern province, and that two or four would be enow 
to lepiefent Montreal and Quebec. 

* The qualifications of eledtors were moved, and agreed to, ’ 
at forty fhillings for freeholdeis, in whom the choice of 
members for diftridls, counties, or curies lo lay. 

iuledlors of members of towns or towniliqis to poffefs a 
dwelling houfe, or lot of ground, of the value of rive 
pounds ye.iily, or if refulent within the laid town or town- 
ihip, for the fix months before the date of writ of fummons, 
for the eledlion, to have paid ten pounds rent. 

The duration of the Houfe of Affembly was fixed for 
four years, inftead of fevtn, as originally piopofed; and the 
light of appeal, inllead of liemg firft to the Privy Council, 
and then to the Houfe of Lords, was leflndled to the Pi ivy 
Council only, 

M hen they came to the claufes refpedling the clergy, Mr. 
Fox begged an explamition, of both the claufes, piges 1^, 
14,15. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that he firft gave the Governor 
and Council a power under the inllrudtions of His Majclly 
to diriribute out of a funi arifnig from the tythes for lands or 
poffeifions, and fet apait for the maintenance and fupport of 
ProlelLmt clergy, in order to give them a competent in¬ 
come, and the iecond ilaufe, he faid, provided for the per¬ 
manent luppoit of the ProteAant clergy, a feventh propor¬ 
tion of the lands to be granted in future. He declared that 
the meaning of the aA was to enable the Ciovernor to 
endow, and to prefenC the ProteAant clergy of the eftabliAi- 
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t& church to fuch parfonage or re^ory as might be confiituted * 

or erefied within every tgwnfliip or pari(h, which now was 
or might be formed* and to give to luch Proteilant clergy¬ 
man ot the eAablifhed church* a pait* or the wholes as tlie 
Governor thought proper* of the lands appropi lated by the 
ai^. He further explained* that this was done to encourage 
the eftabliflied chuich* and that poiTibl) hereaf er it might be 
propofed to fend a bilhop of the eftabliihed church* to ilt m 
the Legilla'ive Counc 1 . 

Mr. Fox difigreed with tlie whole of this plan. He faid* Mr. Fox. 
bethought thf Rcnnn Citnolick rtligion cught to be the 
ellablilhid chuich of th*coluny* 01 the Ptclb)taiin (tint of 
the Kirk of Holland, he coiicei\ed* ietting afide a feNcnth 
put of the lands granted for the nmntena icc of the IVo- 
tehant clergy, ua& too gre.it an alhtmeiit* and that tlie 
idea of itnding a il fliop of the eft'ihhnird iliurch of En¬ 
gland to lit in the Lcgiflative Council* was in ever} point oi 
\itw uniullimhle 

Mr. Dwcoirle was of opinion that fitting afide a feventh Mr Di.»- 
of thelmds granted far the inainte.i.'incc ot the cltrgy was combe 
too much 

Mr Ry^ei by way of explanation faul, tint the meaning Mr. 
wa«>* ^hen llis Majefty gi inted 1 x acies in any of the new K^der. 
townfliips, an acie was to be fet afide for tliecicrgiman pre- 
fenttd bv the (jovt 1101 to the pi foi gc 01 redlo v, foi the 
lirll year or two* uS the clergyman would have the ground 
to clear and cultivate, he probably would be greatly undet- 
paid 

Mi. Fox ftill ccnfuiul the whoV plm, and reminded the Mr. Fox, 
Houfc that Mr. Dundas had two e/onings Imce boafted that 
the fecuntv of the Kiikof Scotland was its being eie< 5 led on 
the rock ot poverty; according to the ptuvihons of tl c bill, 

Mr. I ox faid, c\en the clergy tf the kiik would have 
larger incomes in Canad i than in Scotland. 

Mr. Dxndas give an hiAoncal detail of the mode of pro- Mr Dua- 
ceeding by wh ch the cleigy in Scothind were fupported, das. 
The fund out of which they weie paid* he laid* was created 
in the laft centuiy; when the whole tythes of Scotland, as 
they then flood* were fold, and the money they produced 
veiled for the purpole. Fheie were* he laid, about 900 
pinilies in Scotland* and their clergy had* he ^li< ved, one 
with another* between eighty and ninety pounds a year; 
and when their income from cii cum fiances was too fmall, it 
was made up to a certain amount to fuch indiiiduals whofe 
pittance was too fcanty, by the Aflembly of the Kirk wIiq 
managed the fund. He lamented tint in confequcnce of in 
error in the original proceeding* vi/. the veiling the fum 
which the fale of the tythes had produced in a fund* inllcad 

I . of 
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of laying it out in the parchafe of land, and dividing that 
land To purchafed into allotments ^or the clergy, the latter 
was not fuificiently provided for. Had the plan he had 
fiated been adopted, the land would have rifoniin value, ih 
propnrioit to its improvement, as other land had, and the 
incumbents would conteijucntly have had the benefit of its in- 
creafed produdlion. 

Mr, Puheney, Lord Carysfort, and other gentlemen, took 
part in the converfition; and at length, the bl.mks being 
all filled up, the Houfe adjourned at twehe o’clock* 


Fridayf i^th May* 

The order of the day ft>r the Houfe to go into a Commit¬ 
tee, on the bill for granting a reward, in certain cafes, on 
the conviction of felons, being about to Ik read, the Speaker 
obferved, that the bill purported to amend the 6th Ann, 
which in certain cafes granted a reward of 40I. Hut the pre- 
fent bill, which came from the Lords, provided that a fmaU 
ler fum than 40I. ihould be given a$ a reward in certain cafes; 
and therefore the Lords had taken upon themfelves, as far as 
the difpofition of the public money, a privilege which only 
belonged to the Commons. Under thefe circumftance:, he 
fubmitted wliether this bill ought to proceed faither. • 

After a few words between Mr. Powys, and MT. Baker, 
the order of tlie day was read, for the Houle to go into a 
Committee on the bill, when the Mafter of the Rolls moved 
that the Huufe fliould go into the faid Committee that d \y 
three months. 

Rafter of The Maj^a of tie TTa/A faid, he fliould move for leave to 

the Rolls, bring in a fimilai bill. 'Lhc intention of the Judges, he faid,' 
was exceedingly good in wilhing not to grant the whole re- 
waidof 40I. only vvhen they thought itdii'erved. Accord¬ 
ing to the prelent lav/, wh.Ue(fer the number of offenders 
were, 40I. reward muff be paid on the conviction of each, 
and yet fometimes there was no merit whatever in thofe 
who convicted them, and perhaps no expence was incurred. 
He was convinced the judges would grant the full reward 
when it was proper. He Hated an inllance of three boys, 
whom he tried when Chief Julliceof ClieOer; the party on 
whole evidence the conviCtion took place, had no lefs than 
120I. to receive, which he thought was a great deal too 
much. 

Another thing he wifhed to join in the fame bill, was, to 
render thofe perfons wlio were conviCted of petty larceny, 
competent witneiles. According to the prefent law, when 
a: man ftole i id. he was infamous for life, but if he ilole, 
13d. he was perfectly a good man, as to all thepurpofes of 
competency to be a wrtneis. After a few words on this fub- 
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jed, between Mr. Harnfon, Mr. Burdon, Mr. Mitford* 
and Mr. Baker. 

The Mafter of the Rolls moved for leave to bring in a bill 
Tor regulating the diftiibtition of rewards intliecale of felons, 
and to render thofe perfons who had been convidled of petty 
laiceny competent witnelles. 

Lord Btauthamp (aid, although he thought both the ob> Ld Beaa- 
je£ls of the bill were perfe£lly proper; yet he thought it champ, 
would be btttcr to leparate them, as they were incongruous. 

It would occalion no delay to di\ide them into two diRindt 
bills. 

1 he Speaker alfo fubmitted to the Mafler of the Rolls The 
that two bil s would be preferable to one; to which the Speaker. 
Maller of the Rolls agieed, and moved, ill. I*or leave to 
bring in 1 bill for regulating the diBribution of rewards in 
the c ift of ti Ion ’ ouliicd. ad. 1 01 leave to bung m a bill, 
to icndir pci Ions coiiMCled of petty larceny, witnefles: 
oidcTcd. 

'1 he Mafter or the Rolls, Mr. Powys, the Attorney and 
Solicitoi (icneral. were appointed to prepare and bring 111 
the lan'c. 

'1 lie order of the day being read for the Houfe to go into 
a Comnuttee on tlic hill for regulating the office of the 
cleiks of jffi/e and bills of indiflnient, 

Mr. {oddrel tool> the chair. Mr. Douglas was then cal¬ 
led to the bar in fuppoit of certain petitions which had been 
prcieiittd againft the faul bill by the cleiks of ailivc. 

After tilt counivl had withdrawn, a fhort converfation 
took place on the hill; after which, the fuiihei conftdera- 
tion of it was put oft till Wednelday ib’nnight. 

The Houie hiving refolved itfelf into a Committee of 
Ways and Means, Mr. Hobart m the chair, 

Mr. Chancdloi But wilhed to call the attention of the Mr. Pita. 
Committee to a number of tegulatipns which he meant to 
propofe relative to hills of exchange, promiftbry notes, &:c. 

&c. and which he had mentioned when the expences of the 
laft armament were voted. The fiift objc 61 to which he 
c tiled the attention of the Committee, related to the pro- 
pofed alteration of the duties on bills of exchange. At 
prefent, he fiid, all bills of exchange payable on demand, 
and which were under lol only paid a duty of 3d. The al¬ 
teration which he propoled to make, Mr. Chancellor Pitt 
laid, was, that bills for fums amounting to forty Ihillings 
and not exceeding five guineas, Ihould remain at the old 
duty, but that hills of 5I. 5s. up to 30I. fhould pay a ftamp 
duty of 6d. This regulation, however, was not meant to 
extend to bills not payable on demand, which, whethei they 
were above or below 5I. cs. were to pay a duty of 6d. Bills 
VoL. XXIX. 3 H payable 
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payable on demand fiom 30I. to 50I. we!e to pay in future a 
dutv of 9cl 1 rom 50I. to lOv-l. a duty ot is. This laft 
duty was the lane as w s pud at pielmt, except that the 
fum was in future to be limitted iiom 50I to lool. whereas 
foi ncrly ouly a d it) of is. wa& pud on all bilLfor 50I. or 
upwards. Bill trun loel. to *ool. to piy is. 6 d. Billsr 
for 700I. and uv\aids, to lay a dutv ot two fliillings. 
H( d, lie did not intui at preleni to miLe any intfieafe on 
bill f(i li on loins, th u^U p tlnps he night lejuUified m 
lui I g ih lit ci oic piogr ln\t. 

i hi ni\t luo) to VIhuh hi w flicd to diiw the atten¬ 
tion t f t t ( fi init 1 ( 1,1 I ii 1 , ulitrd to th notis which 
WM or I'll* It t s i p' , uid wliirh v *"• i ilf cdahrr 
t hid I n 11 c I i ihoh p'uif. Jh ' no*es, he 
fi 1 , vs I (ftni kilt s * Ml u(( , Uid ineu ly pioJnced 
the fd ^ hills ot St 1 le'i vr r» pT d only once; 

thfii. pctisot witif I ii Iv miurid ] i Id c levenue 
A d > ibt hid lu i 1 II 1 hy I w' (.1 , wh thei i" w Itgil to 

ra ^ J( n Vj <tei I’t' Id’ n onci | lul, lo thofe 

d >1' l he di 1 n t n n» t »1 it, ' nt to a'low fur’ i ot s to 

be le iflue I oj pi) n > i k > n 1 n hi iiKtr 1',. f r iJi t pn- 

\il r , an I tint 1 irli idl o lid h dou’k, thu'> notes re- 
idiii 1 foi wfi to piv I d ' of >d c 

'1 he 1 lii p lilt, lo \s 1 1( h e w 1 df)(i(elt’ Conmit- 

tee, wis to rtcti, ts, m \ ,i<’ h i' d lt> u uK ore 
alttri ion, .nd t’ it wi^ n 11 Cui d tr , w’ 1 tiuy hid 
fill 1 ) id ,d. 1 I Hi u t of to’ ot 1 a I Is, th y 
fhoiild in f t iiav i d ) f (d. I heie hx] h'* ftid, 
bien much rvai on o 1 th s 1 hjr^ ; Suf In* ,>r >pil d, il lof- 
hb’-, to ipa* I f ..h r * 1 j ns illpifvitilisnlu- 

tu t; he 1 i lilt to in 1 ide il 1 1 ) > lu i ( ni of 

Pailiaineiit lu ih I’g it,’ t ih f .e ot t ipi, i c o ^ht to 

move that all the dutiis <11 h lls of I'c n/, p omifToiy 

not s, ^ c 111 )uld ftal-*, and I e no u, 1 j d 01 j> \ hit. 

^\hcnth..Ch 1 niinpil t’lc-c ii( d n 1 on this pi non, 

Sir TReiii ^ir /hw (»*n « Himmiu o’ f i\ d, rl it tl t 1 *1 h u ns which 
Hammeit ihr Cot pi hil hr nd, invt'lv d the f 'mu til | nnci- 

p' s of hi ’ , a d "tie ruinoue t pru epw'puty. In 

inis, p I 1 mil i d, h was (on^^lnt 1 by MonttIquuu, 
and miny oinei eminent writers, tit w-’s f irry to tiouhle 
the Floult, but ht co ild ni t iv ud it on thf pii 1 nt occilion. 
Hentvei wou'd i«’''ee, hefnl, to i Ha on anv gentleman, 
but wh »e (Viry ember t f that IJouic was lubj (Sf to piy a 
part of fuch tix* he f It the neccflity of tixes as flrong as 
any man, but they muff be equal and mipaitial, and not like 
the ihop tax, wh.ch only afFefted one ci. fsoi the commu¬ 
nity. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Haulots Biowne decKiied, that in his opin'on, this Mr. H. 
Tvas one of tiir moll imputul tjxbs that could poilihiy he Biosvue. 
jnnp ltd; it would extend to perrons of all delciiptinn«y and 
was no* It ible to any one of tin ohjefl ons ftated hy his ho- 
nouiahJi ftie’d, whah wtie v(iy llrong and important ob- 
jedtions, but weic not applicable in the prelent cale. 

Sn Bintamin hi rr melt exp nnid. He rontei ded, that Sir Ben), 
this was a n.oll paitial trx, and iffc^ed ban! cis only. He Hammat. 
had, hclnd, foimii!> heatd a light honoui ibli genrlemtn 
dieliib, th .t not a gui'ita lliouiJ be pnl, unlds every 
Muni) rot that Houle w is li ible to pay a part of it : he 
WMiludtoi loit to tint uid ud. 1 here w is no commodity 
they toill r X, ii) hmk, no luitl, no g ids, hut eviiy 
MunV. of ih.t llou<e oaght to be liable to coiitribnle a 
put. Not 1 lin^,it gum 1 ooHit to bi. i.'»>l«d but where the 
wO 1 c ipmooitv \vei(. to Ivn 3 p it of the baidrn. Sir 
J 1'imin dt.( 1 iitd h oiilv kn w tiv ( ce,)tion to this, and 

» » wt I' ‘M dll lu fl.tv. Ii the ii^ht honourable 

ni n II i M f tw li'in tint mcilLty (\iji d, he Aiould, 
rot 11) . w id mi t upon til f 1. 1 he t tctfiTi^y, wU'ch 

conf >u d d ill till ptincipl s oi 1 ;bt ind wio'ig of luflice 

and 11 jiiflit, would, h* ib 11 Lr ^ 1 prin {ulIj uS olutions 
to be uiid^rii.ddy ic p li tt 1 * luie lo w r, time was no 
tiifon to line iicoiii e tr th i iitc(/ii*v. I" ut-h t ixes de- 
ilro>ul a'l hr fcciu tvef pii' Ui poptily, and would bea 
ji jI h.d It c uft of iLihun ci*. 

Ni . AJ ti n fa'd, th t .s the n > a^i rated to him to NTi. 
hr intcpdiil to piixcnt fiaud, it had his lit iity appr'^htticr. Martin. 
'1 lieie was, m his oprni n, ^oni^thing in the fi.U’il of 
che«"ng till ji'ihhc iivuuf, which ftiutk him as h ng a 
iiiuch gititii Clime than th.it if robbing mdsidinls If 
tixes wire evaded, lu thoiiphtothiis Aiou'd he imp Ld which 
would afli^l all claflts of p 01 1 "*. If t*t tax was not a 
good one, he hoped it would not pafs; it it v,ns a proper 
tax, it fliould have his .nppuibition. 

Mr. Pultcmy laid, the onlv qutAioii wns, whether the 
tax cam*, undu the pimcijileof the fiiop tax. Hentde 1 Pultency. 
few obfcrvations on the rclulutions, and feemid to entertain 
fome doubts whelhei they wtie impnrti il or not. 

Mr 27)01 laid a ft w words on the fuhjt Note* 4d Mr. 
bills of exchange ccnild not, he obleived, bou an equal tax; Thointon 
at the f.ime time he did not with parlicululy to ol)|Ccl to 
tliefe reiolutions, but wiflied a geneial libciality on the fub- 
jeifl. 

Mr. Chancellor Jb/f replied, that it was certainly his Mr. Pitt, 
aim to lay every tax as equally on every man as he jKiffihly 
could do; but in each |« "iicnl.nr caft it wns utterly impodi- 
ble; and the utmoft that could he exposed WaS, that when 

3 II a ' all 
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all the taxes were blended together, upon the whole, the 
burden (hould be impartially diilributed. It was, however, 
impoffibl^ Mr. Chancellor ritt faid, to reduce to pradlice fe 
perfect a i'yftem of taxation, as one that would fuit itfelf to 
every individual. 

Sir Btnj. Benjamin Hammett once more role. He Hill declared 
Hammett, it to he hts opinion that'a tax of one fliilling, which did not 
attach on every Member of that Houfe, ought not to be im- 
pofed on the country. If, he faid, any of the taxes which 
conilituted the many millions of annual revenue to the 
country, had been impoied on fuch principles as he conceived 
this to be, he begged that the right honourable gentleman, 

• or any gentleman in the Houfe, would point it out to him. 
Sir Benjamin concluded by faying, that the right honourable 
gentleman had better take all their property at once. 

Mr. Mr. Baker faid, that if gentlemen dealt in gold there was 
Bdkcr. no tax upon it, but if they dealt in paper, they were to have 
thofe taxes which had been dated. P^per, he obfetved, 
raifed a credit; and fome gentlemen could live by it, and 
therefore he piefumed there was great pioht arifing from it; 
a tax upon it was confequently by no means unrealonable. 

Sir Benj. Sir Benjamin Hammett contended, that the principle upon 
Hammett, which thefe refolutions had been brought forward, and upon 
whicii they were attempted to be juliihed, would jufiify the 
taking of all their property. 

Mr. Alderman Watfon faid a few words on the fubjeifl. 
After which the Chairman having put the queilioii, the fol¬ 
lowing refolutions pafled: 

That it is the opinion of this Committee that a fuin not 
exceeding 3d. be laid upon every bill of exchange, note, or 
draft, or order, pay.ible on demand, where the fum fhall 
amount to 40s. and not exceed 5I. 5s. and which ihall not 
be re-iflueable after payment thereof, at any other place 
than where the name was iirA ilTued. 

6d. from 5I. 5s. to 30I. 

^d. from 30I. to 50I. 

is. from 50I. to icol. 

18. 6 d. from lool. to 20 ol. 

2 S. from 200I. and upwards. 

Upon notes that ihall be re-ilFucable. 

2d. upon all receipts from 40s. to 2ol. 

4d. from 20I. to 50I. 

from 50I. and upwards. 

The report to be received on Monday next. 

The Houfe adjourned. 


Mundaj, 
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Monday^ ibth May, 

The order of the day being read, that the Houfe fliould 
refolve itfelf into aCoinmimecf ways and mean*;, Mr. A]- 
deriuan Watfon preferred a propofal ftom the Ciovernor and 
Court of Direflors of the Dank, “ that there fhouldhead- 
“ \anced for the ufe of Government, a fum of 500,000!. 

** without inteief!, as long as the dividends unclaimed ilialt 
“ amount, after the quaiteily payments, to Coo,oool. 

** upon condition, that as mucFi flialI be returned, as tlie fum 
** total of the unclaimed dividends may fall below that 
“ fum.’* 

The propofition having been read at the table, 

Mr Chancellor Pitt moved that the propofal be accepted ; 
wliicli was agreed to, and the report was ordeieJ to be re¬ 
ceived to-morrow. 

Gentral Smith having moved for the reading of the com- Gweral 
milTion of Lord Cornwallis, appointing him Ciosernor Gene- bmuh, 
ra! of Dengal, and the famebiing read accordingly, the Ge- 
netal (aid, he no\.’ undeiftood that the objeiSl of his motion 
had been in a great meafuie anticipated by an order of the 
(.jovernor and Council of Bengal, and his intention now 
was to render that Older more valid. 1 he offices of Go- 
vernoi General and Commander in Chief, had been verted in 
one and the fame peifon, with a view, he underilood, to 
collefl, when necertiiry, all the foicc into one center. As 
Governor General, he had the power to fufpend all the Go¬ 
vernors and Councils of the dilTerent fettlemcnts But ns 
Commander in Chief, he became himfelf fubjedl to the 
power of the feparate fettlemcnts in which he jfhould happtn 
to be placed. Was this fuitable to the dignity and authoiitv 
which ought to be annexed to the office of Commander in 
Chief? If any difference fhould aiife between him and Gene¬ 
ral Medows, which, he by no means reckoned likely to hap¬ 
pen, but only mentioned as a cafe in ])oint. General Me¬ 
dows, by fending to the Governor and Council of the fettle- 
ment in which they then were, might compel Lord Corn¬ 
wallis to adopt an opinion contrary to his own. He was 
glad that Lord Cornwallis had himfelf gone to take the com¬ 
mand of the army. His prefence in the prefent fituation of 
artaii s, would, he trufted, be of advantage. I'here was no 
other officer of equal refponrtbility, or who could exert, if 
he (aw occarton, the fame power of making a peace. He 
murt likewife be his own Chancellor of the Exchequer. In a 
war fo expenrtve, there was none but the Governor General 
who could find means for itsfupport. He might here, the 
General faid, enumerate the inconvenience of former a< 5 s of 
Parliament, but he underrtood that his motion would be 
1 adopted^ 
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adopted, and alFonl, at leaft for thepiefent, a fmirce of le- 
lief 'I he fituation of India called fojr rern^dv. 'I he power 
at pteftnt granted to the Commander 111 Chief was in-' 
compMont. Not thinking, hefiid, upon tl e pith nt lul>|ei 5 l 
with thofe gent’emen with whom he was accuflo ned to 
aA, he had not coniulted than upon Ins mo 10 1; hi tin iig t 
It, howt\tr, his duty to make it, and whethit he fl < aid or 
ihould not he kcondid, h s duty would he dilLhug d ni mak¬ 
ing it; he concludid with moving, “ '1 In*" whi.n'he offices 
of Cioveinoi (7tiKiaI of I’cngal and Communlirm Chief 
of the forces m Iiuln aic veffed in one nul the f imp pciioO) 
u IS iiicompatil le with the pi w r of ComiTniuhi in Ch ef, 
and piejuilical to t' e pul he t rvii-e, tl at ilu C immindci in 
Chief, if Ptni 1 -ytd in his militaiy caj ki»v, c n tnlu r of the 
coafts cf Coit mu del and Nishhai, flioiild he lull i, t to tlie 
oidcrs of thu piefidc o''Ks of Homhiv i id (or St. ( loic'ij 
ovci whom, in a civile pacify at 1 oit ill am in ) tug il, he 
exercilcs auihirit).” 

Ml. St, John feconded the motion, 

Mr, Mr. s laid, that tic fnnf di .1’ ts wbi^h h d fiuick 
DanJas. the honouia !e<jt'(nh hnl hki wik ',ci ttid on hi Coun¬ 
cil of Ilent.1l, who had dth pi*nl to L c n. ki tnw ill s | o" iis 
cithti to aiff w ith \ moiii, 01 ulo it, 3‘ In flioi’ld hnd iicti. 1 - 
fary, niore lenu nt iii''liuics. On the ruhi to.' dile^. i.i g 
powers, thcie wtie fom' dnulii> entiit . I. 1 rm th k 
doubts, he, foi cne, mi ll confil-, t' !*• ’ w .n net fiv,t: 1 it 
no doubts ought to b ailowi d to um.tMi im iL'liuift of I .ih 
importance, I or tins puipi., 1 ' in pit to In og in a lull, 
which would take in t e o ,ca of tin hr no'iiaol (riki il's 
motion, Jt was better to apply 1 bib and a piooolition, thin 
merely to come to a genci..i i ol imn L >id Coinwallis, 
he fuppofeJ, was now aiSlinir nn 'u the authjiitv of th" re- 
folutions of Council; no doubt could be infi uai .ed of tlie 
motives from which he had v lopttd this in. Je of coiidufl’. 
Mr, Dundis laid, the two ohiedls winch in piopoftd from 
the bill he was about to move for, wcu, lu'had of n fen 11 g 
his Lordfliip to the Council (jf 1 ' iigd, or b'ow n g litni only 
to adl through the mediuiii of thePrelidciic.y of Bombay and 
Madras, 

iff, That he fhonld a6t as Governor Ceneial 111 Bombay 
and Madras, and 

5 dly, 'J hat Iw fhould .n6f upon lus own authority. 

He concluded, with moving foi leav to b ing in a (ill, 
to confirm and cfiabiifli an order or itfok icn of the ( over- 
norand Council of \ ort M ilham in I'd gal, for gtanti''g 
certain powers to the Comm indei m Chief while adting upon 
the coafi of Coroaundei and Malabar. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Chancellor Pitt feconded the motion, and faid a few 
Words on the intent of the hill. 

Cieneral Strlth acknowledged that if the fame end was 
anfwered, he wiJl.ed i.uher ih.it the remedy fhould be applied 
by the executive power. But he thought that there was ftill 
a ihorter way—making Lord Cornwallis Governor of every 
fttilemcnt into which lie went, for the time being. 

Mr. Tuan/is faid, it appealed that India was now in f"ch 
afituation, astorequiie a remedy of the laft extremity. 

'J'he civil power ot ISoinliay was to he entirely fet aflde. 

He would not enquire how il had come into fuch a fituation* 

After lo miny adlv, it aipeaicd necf flaiy to refott to a new 
aiSl; futh was the tmngfnrv efaii nrs there. But while 
thev confuleied v\lnt ll ey « i'e to I^ord Cornwallis, tli'“y 
c ueht likcwnie to cuiil der v h it ihty kit in Benpa', f heie 
wa at piLfent no (jov inment icnni'ning in Bengal* 

I'lovi^ion had been mule bn de»th and itilgnation, hut not 
for till* ablence of a tiovern'*r. W hat caie then was taken 
<f Bengal itlclf' Muih was luppolid to depend on th • pre- 
frnce, wildom, ..nd .iiithopts ol the ‘jovcinor; of the be¬ 
nefits ai iling lioiii all thefe tkfcy were to be deprived. He 
enried likewife with him cvrrv lack that he could raife, and 
the llow-'r of the tinnps. \vhii provifion tiien had there 
Iven male foi tlu* Iccwnty of Ikngal? Or how could they 
he confident that its noith-v.i.lt quaitci might nut be open to 
invafion ^ 

Mi. /Vv rofe moiely to flicw that the ohjefl of this hill Mr. Fox. 
didiiotnuct vMth gen r.d a|ipiobation. He did not know 
how f.ir the powei cMikd, or could be txercped with pro- 
pruty, of gfi Mg out ot Bengal and le.iving di legates. A 
con kict of tins fi)it Ik had In i n obliged to bring forward, as 
an aitick of at'cuiaiionin the ch.trges againit Air. Hafiitgs. 

Such a coiuluift was notpt riiiittvd by the law as it flood, and 
w is eijua Iv inconfillent wrh propiiety. He was not a 
fiitnd, liel.iid, to tlie g-<’at powers that had already been 
giantid, and could not be inoie favourably difpofed to any 
incii-.ileof tboti powrers. But he had lpok»*n merely with an 
indention of intimating to the honouiahle gentleman, that 
when this hill fliould be brought fotw-ard, it would not 
fail to bean ohjeft ot i«.ilousattention and oppofition. 

Mr. Du^idus replied, that iftheie were no Government in Mr. 
Bengal during the ahknee of the (loveriior, the objection Dundas. 
had fubfiftid ever fince the efltblifhment of our Government 
in that country. As to the delegation of power which had 
formed a fuhjtAof accufation, it was a delegation of military 
command. 'I'he power which was now propofed to be 
granted was merely a form. The Governor already pofiTefled 
an equal degtee of power, even in the exercife of his civil ca¬ 
pacity; 
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pacify; for if he differed from the Council, it was only ne- 
ceffary that h*- (boulJ record the grounds of his opinion, and 
upon h'N own authority. \ir. Dundas faid that he had 
al wavs entertained the opinion, that it vt as neorffary to intruil 
a (jovernor (jenerd wiiJi very high poweis; and come the 
debate uh nit would, he/liouldnut certainly hefitate to de- 
cla:e his fentiment*;. 

Mr, Pitt. l\ir. Chan ellor Pitt faid, »hat under the laws now ex- 
ifiing, the Cjovcrnor (aeni ral of Bengal poffeff d a f (penn- 
tending power over the othtr CTOverninents. In order that 
he might a£f upon his own nuthf'nty in any cafe in which 
heihould di'^cr from the Council, it was only reqnired of 
li Ill that he Hiould itcord ins own ojnnion, and the neceffry 
of the public fci vice, and then adopt that mo.'e of cundu^ 
which appeal!d to hmifi If inoft proper. It was only ropo- 
ftd to giant to I Old Cornwallis the lame pi vvlr whilif ab- 
fent; that lie might he cnaMi’d to tranf'mt orders to leri*. nts, 
who ivere nearer himfclf, without employing the tntdimn of 
the Council. 

Mr. Fox. Mr Fox remarked that the propofition, as explained by 
the right honourable gciitleniaii, waa very liinple; it 
amounted to nothing lefstiian complete and ahfolute power. 
*1 he power which was given away in the preleiit iniiance, 
had been treated lightly, as mere matter of ceremony; la 
likewdehad the great power which had been granted on a 
fo. iner occalion. The Governor and Council weie to 
together; there could he no majority aguinil tlie (ioveinor, 
as the Council conllded only ot four, except he chole to 
ff.ind fipgle. He underllood, that 1 he (ioveinor was to art 
feparateJy, only upon an extraordinaiy emeigency. I'o 
Vrd complete and aldolute power in one man, was indeed tho 
fimpl'li ami worft form of Coveinmcnt, which could iii hi*; 
opinion be deviled for any people. J>y granting the (gover¬ 
nor Cit net al equal power duting his ahlence, he was deptived 
ol all the b.'netits of being made acquainted with the opinions 
of the Council, and freed from the lall check, the neceflity, 
when hearted for himfelf, of recoidmg the grounds of his 
opinion. Mr. box faid, he indeed thought, that it was 
neceffary the offices of the Govtinor (leneral and Com¬ 
mander in Chief Ihould heleparate, in order that the duties 
of each might be properly difeharged. But it appealed tliat 
what had formerly be^n held out as a finous check upon the 
power of the (iovernor General, was now fet alide only as 
matter of ceremony. It was a fubjert, he faid, which de¬ 
manded mudi diicullion, and he trufted would meet with 
firm oppofition. Tie concluded by exprefling his difappro- 
bation of all abfolute and unlimited power, even though 

every 
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ever) hurmn p“rfe< 5 lionco* M h< juppof-d to refide mi tliebreafl: 
ot tile iiuMvidu il in vvhoi.i It wisvtl^el. 

"it. Fiatcts faid, ihir bv an aT‘ male in i"7^ t had b^’en Mr. 
'jpiOMded, thi*'d in t’" I’Unceol the C jo\ein ir (yuKiil, Fiancis. 
the |H lion uliui^as n t h e Itoihl ifi ne tn po ic . 

Bu n» w. 111 the .dili.c ot ilic Cio'einoi Cjtn lal, tlieie 
rtiTiiiM(.d M) C’OV« rnm • t. 1 h“ n<cc tv winch lie was 
uiu'ti of ad\ lug w ti a Coim nl, and if itco dig i*e 
giouudbol Ins iwn li.nti>iit.nts, toinicd a le 1 elitek upon hts 
opinions I'ld i 10 'o. 

\it. i^iW£ i ohlii ed ihit ll •p’-cfttit ireifu»e wisapio- Mr. 
vihon f ir an « nttjjei t) i i an cxieni ' w , ti d it was i.t- Dunda*. 
c .< 1 V t 1 t iht leint y inoa’d be a 1 ^ t'^J to llu tx gf 11 'Ci c i 
l' e I lie, 

hi MiH little const I fi’’on follow d ' e‘\\p''n Mi. Dundns 
ai 1 Mr 1 nntis; ’ d^ m i ij n I’h im tirn h is ngbi»n 
wiijulrassn, It is c was g vtn to bin g ni the b h, niusid f«.i 
by Ml Ihn dis. 

Mr. Hohiu h tviig bit light ip the le oi’’of the Qj^tbte 
bill, 

Nil. 7^1 sf ml, ilntaiMr tl i diiifiin ss^ ith tie c’TifisMr Fox. 
hid iictistd, Itdidirtn in n t m to tio IV thiKouii; 
th lesvi’f ni ly twe pc I » t n vsl i h 1 e in^f-i d d to J i le the 
Ilouit, iiulthtv wilt thulosshch it 1 Mid to Ifit'itiiy iio- 
lil*s, and lit iiino i cl ilu mbly in Lovci C?- 
n id I 

M . i* 1 11 rmikM th It w iih leg Itolrrcdr •» ii d d 
Ii had O'Is o ll, oo ethon , it w is at prtfuit Cu.t ri in Pow\ . 
Ca ad i, to give oni) o i« nioKly of pnperty to the eldell 
f n. J Ins ctilainly ssould much tud ti Ic tVi the pio- 
jKity. Pit IS viessiiiiinsv to ni ike a cc ndi^uM nn rftr 
till piiliiit m< in=*nt, but for policing, h-thought it Vfin- 
hle that theie ihoulil he lonicthii g Imiilir to oi r lloilcof 
IVirs, and thtIt fojc he ssould soti ssith the right ho lahle 
ginthnnn who hiuiight in the bill. 

CVdontl iS/iMi e ip ki, in lasom cfih® hi 1 , indhising Colo’cl 
pronounced a pancgsiic on thi. lliitill' lonJiiti i on, ss Ihtd it jnrcoe, 
to I c ulopticl in the prdeiit tnilanci, as fu is ciici i ilia ccs 
would idmit ^ 

Mr. Fox f.iid, that thi, hercdilaiy nob'htv, as pii jnlidto \jr, pox. 
he tilahlidled m Camdi, could m sti he up m tne I c tn g vf 
thcBritini Ilouft of Petrs. l>y tins hill, tin powii ol the 
King was not limitid in confirnng licicditiiy nob lit y, or 
only nobility foi life. 

1 he I lolilr thi n divided upon the amendment of le is i»‘*g out 
theclaufe of heieditary nobility. 

Ayes, 39; Xoes, 8S. Majoiity, £|g 
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On the claufe fixing the number of the Affemhly of Lower 
Canada at thirty, Mr. Chancellor Put propofed, as an 
amendment, that the word fifty ihould be fubftituted in the 
place of thirty; Imt afterwaros withdrew it, to make room 
forthe amendment of Mr. 1 ox, who propofed to enlarge the 
uumhci to 100. 

Divided upon the amendment of Mr. Fox* 

Ayes, 40; Noes, 91. Majoiity, 51, 

The amendment of the Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
then put, and earned. 

Mr Sheridan made iome objeSions to the power that af- 
furaedaft(.r the Ciovernment had been divided into two f pa¬ 
late independetit legillatuies, of regulating t’leir comineice 
and internal intcicourfe. He, at the ianie time, intimated 
hts intention to bring the fubjed into conhderat on on a fu¬ 
ture ftige of the bill. 

1 he bill was oidered to be engrofled, and lead a third time 
on Wtdnefday. 

*1 he Houle adjourned. 

7’uefdaVy 1 “Jib Afay, 

. A meflage was received from the Loid®, that then Lord- 

Ihips would piocctd farther in the trial of Waritn Haftings, 
Idq. on Monday. The Houfi iflohed to go, in a Com¬ 
mittee of the whole Houft, into WLihninftti Hall. 

Mr.Buike Mr. Butle laid, the conftitution was now confirmed, and, 
he tiuficd, would ever remain on a folid bafis; and concluded 
with moving the ufual ordeis for attending the trial. 

The Hoyle hiving refolved into a Committee to confider 
of the prices of the importation and exportation of foreign 
( 0111 , 

Mr. Ryder fpoke lepeatedly on its various amend¬ 
ments. 

Lord I^ord Sheffidd introduced a long firing of refolutions, hy 
Sbeffi«ld faying, that as the alterations he meant to propofe in regard 
to the prices at which the poits fiiould be opened, were not 
confulerable, it would not be necelTai y to fay much on the 
occafion. The prices, he faid, were very low, and fuch as 
he thought the gieateft enemies to high prices could not 
objeiSf to. '1 he ports would be open to corn fiom Ireland 
and the Colonies, at the lame price as foimeily. Foreign 
corn, however, will not be admiifible, till wheat is at 50s. 
.ind oats at 17s., and the agriculture of Great Bnt.iin, will 
derive great atlvantage from the duties propofed to be laid on 
the import of corn from all countries, untitl wheat rifes to 
52s. in refpedl to Ireland, and 54s. m relpedt to foreign coun¬ 
tries, and on other com in proportion. He did not mean to 
fty thefe prices and duties were the rooft proper and the beft 
X that 
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that could be propofed; he ihould have liked them better if 
they had been much higher; hut they were the bed he could 
obtain^ and the bill beings now ellentially better than it was 
in other refpe^s, he wilhed the Committee to be fatisfied 
with the importation prices and duties now to be propofed. 
He then moved feveral refolutioiis, the purport of which 
was, that wlieat fhould not be impoited from foreign coun¬ 
tries, under the low duties, untill the price was at 50s. oats 
at 17s. and other corn in proportion, and that a duty of 
2s. 6d. per quarter (houlJ be payable on wheat, is. 6d on 
barley, and is. on oats, till the price of wheat was 54s. of 
barley 27s. oats i8s. and then the low duties of 6d. 3d. and 2d. 
were to take place. 

Mr. Ryder then moved the fame refolutions refpcjfiing 
corn from Irel.ind, except that the ports are to be open for 
wheat from thence when the price is 48s. oats at 165. and 
other corn in pioportiun; li tide however to the above duties of 
2s. 6d. IS. 6d. and is. till the ptiers are 52s. 26s. and 17s. 
and then the .ibove-mcntioned lower duties are to take 
place. 

The duties on flour and meal are proportioned to the above 
prices. 

Theft refolutions being then reported to the Committee 
on the corYi bill, Mr. Ryder moved feveral new claufes, which 
paired unanimoufly. 

The lloufe adjourned. 




W^edne/dayf i%th May, 

The Quebec bill having been read a third time. Lord 
Shelheld prelented a petition againft it from Mr. Limburner, 
agent for the province of Canada, Rating that the people 
tliere had been refufed, upon application, a copy of that bill 
by which their Government was to be regulated, and praying 
that it might not pafs. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that the principles of the bill had Mr. Pitt, 
been fo long under conflderation, and the impoflibility that 
its regulations fhould meet the fentiments of all, was fo evi¬ 
dent, that it was now the bufinefs of the Houlb to confider 
whether the Qhje^ions that had been Rated were fufficient 
grounds for delaying the bill. 

Mr. Alderman Watfon moved, That the debate fhould 

be adjourned till to-morrow.” 

The motion was negatived, and the bill palled. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt then prefented the following MeflTage 
from the King: 
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JJn Majfftyfinding that t^e nddtUonal charges Incurted on ae- 
count oj t!c tjtnluijhnt ) r tit cun^ct l/ianchs of ty Rryal Fz- 
mu)^ ia} t ot b, diliu td rut c //< mrn es applicable to the put* 
foils (f II \ j / iinminif i\ under th ne ejji*y tf 

dtf in^ de Jjijian e ’/ F i i*n >H foi this p tjoii ; an IJis 
* n he i h cf h \ fait'f ICommom^ that tiny 
•Mill make iahfni./t i as 1 tti m/iunccs m i ajpear to them 
to rt^iure* 

OiflerfJ, lilt Ills moft gracious meilage be re¬ 

ferred to rheCoinrij ttte of Supply 

b>r tL^tse icter. t' i‘lit- lliould move that the mef- 
fage he 1.1 tn rto roi i d i, tioi. on f luliy. 

he tlun moved tl r * 1 In of ilie diy, ihit the Houfe re- 
foht iiltifinto iComnntic <‘ile\vhoI Houb, toconlidei 
of w. vs and niiaMs ioi 1 i j lu luppivgranted to llis Ma- 
jehv. 

Inn which. Vr Rif mo’td, “ Tint the ftvtnl ac- 
“ ct uin th t h <1 htn* 11 Mittd to the. Jlouk, itlitive to 
** the ihihlic Intone and 1 \p ndituie, and hkcwiletht Re- 
“ poit fiom iht 1 in nice ( oinn.iUct, il.ould be leferiedto 
the faid ' 'ominittee ol the whole Houle ” 

Old ud. 

1 he I toule then went into the C mnnttec. Mi. Hobart m 
the ch.Tr 

Mr. Put. Ml. Ch inccllor P / faid, he flioiild Inve the honour of 
laying btfoietlu C\minnt*e, as Hiuitl) and dillinflly as 
hi wa' all! , tin. *tncU'. ut tvjcMditiiic and ot wiysand 
meins of the pielent vear. Hi tin u^ht it woii’d hr pnpir, 
he fiid, totipaiari from them rin fe aiticles which had been 
already provided fir in tl.t Anniment budget, ami which 
amounted to the ium of j 1 3 ccol 1 his fum lud been 
fep.aiat ly voted for tlu expmet ot the aimamtnt of latl 
fuminer, aid foi d filling ilii txpencesoffo oeytialca- 
m'^n T he turn of i ^ci .0'"cl had hem chained on the con- 
fohdated fund ot iht m-xt four qtnitfts. The two iums 
chaigcd on theconlol datei fund wm, 800,00c],and50*^ cool, 
which ma e the fum of 1.300,000!. T his (urn, tlunfore, 
was to bt diflinguiflii d fiom the lemaining pait of the three 
miihons w hich had ahtady been piov idtd for. T he lemain- 
ing i,8oo,6co1. had b en prondid for by Exchequer bills, 
icc. Hefliould tbeicfoie, be (aid, leave out of his conlide- 
ration the ways and means foi this 3,1^3,0001. rn the one 
hand, .md the expenci on the other, for the fake of confining 
the attention of the Committee to the other articles which 
he wiihed to lay before them. 


Navy, 
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, The firft hf id, to luc!i lie wiftied to call gentlemen’s at¬ 
tention, Mr I itt laid, \\a» the expences of the N ivy ; and 
luiL lu Hiould rn]\ conhdei the CApence of ib,000 leimen, 
thi otiu I (000 ha^ ing, as he hid It ittd, liccn before prov idt:d 
for. 

Lxp^ncesot 18,000 leamep, for the fervice of 
1791 ^ 

1 vpi If' of th navy » - t89,coo 

Ri puirs cf the luvy - - 506000 


Total of the navy - • 2,13.,000 

Aphv. 

Ihe fum lotil foi th'* -inny 'mounted to - *>^53*57* 

Ord' vncl. 


'1 he V iiipu liims fr i he rr ’ nncf imovnttd to 
J]t 1 ud rh« n ' it( two uliol s ol d fci ncy in 
tlu 1 uul 'iiul in ill tv\, to t>e I lOM I d f >r out 
of th lupply. Ihcie two iiticles together, 
ui ount( d to 

T 1 le vva-. al o i dti ci ncy of grints, amount¬ 
ing to - 

Miscri I ANFOt S SrRVICES. 
To'>omcrK t I loult 
'1 o \fiirin foiisi 

I o i lit vv coi ps to Bol iny T 5 ly - 
'lo 1 conipt 111 ition loi hilling Aintiican claims, 
cxclulive ot I ov^lih lulleiers 
1 o a lum pi d the J ty ol ^Igitis hy oui Coi lul 
1 o V It ions ch II s f11 m the civ il lilt 
To ifirilurium to in.fiitaii L-ommiffioncrt 
1 o convicts tr 1 ilj f rttd lo liotiny Biv 
To Auditoisft Piblic rtccoutUs 
1 o C oinin f-iuncis ot Land Rev tnue 
'I ol undue*! 

To Mf Hr T Mt and Strahin, for punting Coun¬ 
tv 1 ktFtnn Bill 
To \nn 11c in luftt rers 
T he trill ot W iritn HiftingS Ffq. 

Annuity to the Duke of Claience 
'Fo be chaiged to the conioliduted fund 


41 - 3>678 


400,000 

207,000 


25,000 
1 -j coo 
2>794 

2000 

6,762 

213,032 
14,2-1 
&3,coo 
4000 
4c 00 
8coo 

16 000 
172,000 
14,000 
12,000 
6000 


Sum total of mifcellaneous fei vices 
1 ot.il of the Navy, as before Bated 
Army 


694,000 
2,131,000 
I 853,000 
Ordnance 
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Ordnance 
Deficiency of land and malt 
Deficiency of grants 


A. 179 X. 

443,000 

400,000 

207,000* 


Sum total of the fupplies - 5,728,000 


W A.YS M^A^S. 

Mr. P It f^id, tlie above were all the Supplies for the pre- 
Itnt yeir, and he fliould next coafider the Wajs and Means 
for 1 nfing that iupply 

He calculated the hiul and m ilt is ufual - £‘^91 SOjOOO 

I he furplus of Jail vear, ddpoleahle by Pailia- 
nient, after deducting all the chaiges on the 
confoli lated fund, amounted to - 303,221 

In addition to this, time was the refource lur¬ 
ing ftom the LottEi), atid which ainountcd 
toa\eiyI r^e fum, m/. - 30^>'’S0 

l^c.iLXt iiluh wa* the growing prodiic''of th 
c tlolid ittd ft nd for he 11 xt tw( Ive inontlis, 

Ic^ lining at the ^th diy of Apiil lafl, and c iid- 
jiig on the 5th day of Apr 1, 179a. Ihty 
niif,ht judge of the n ount of tin giov,ing 
prtduce fiom the icpoit of tut 1 in nice Com- 
nntt( e, founded on the t aper f nee c f the three 
lift }t rs. K appealed thit tliei\f ngc of the 
time hft us w IS veiy ftjort of the amount 
of the year befoic the lal*, and fill] more lo of 
thw I ift jeai 

The I ermanent t ixes, evclufive of the land and 
nialr, amounted to 13,472,286! , fiom which 
was to be dedudled 11,361,000!., confifting of 
the inttreft andehirges of public debt, civil 
lift, h.c , anil the furplus imounted to '’,ito,cc 3 

Outll uid ng balincc of accounts - 154,000 

In aMtion to this, he fiid, he might take 
1 ^ejocol. from the probable increafes of le- 
ceipt, M/. 200,000l tobacco, 30,000!. land- 
tax arieirs, and 10,000]. hemp duty; foi 
gentlemen would obi rve, that if the legula- 
tions on tob.iceo had taken place duiing that 
peiiod, and if the taxes impoiid in 1789 hid 
been taken into the iccount, they would have 
made a confiderable addition. He fhould, 
however, only loofely calculate the duties 
which would arife on the above-mentioned ac¬ 
counts, and take them at the very moderaU 
furo of 


120,000 

If 
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If all thefe fums were added together, they would 

amount to - - 5,743,000 

I rom this luin was to be dedudled 3-4ths of a 
* yeai^b annuity of the Duke ot ClaitiiCe - ^ 9000 

V Sum total of Ways and Means - 5-73+jCOO 


The above, Mr. Pitt obferved, were* 11 the ways and 
means of the piefent vear, and bv compain g tlitm with tlte 
total of tl e fupplies, it would be fee 11 that tliey exceeded tlic 
fnpply by a few thoufand poi rds only, lie kiu w, he laid, 
otnothiig more tlut was imeiraiy to .>dd, in o'dtrtolay 
the fuhjeut diflinifly before the Commi*tte, except tint he 
hul hit the 5,500,0001. of I xclufjuii I ills u.itoich d, 1 e- 
ciufe tl ty occulted on I olh fidis rf the account and iheie- 
f( u bilanad eacli other. He did not think it pcccflary to 
ditnn *he Committfe by geirg into a dilcuffion of the flate 
ot tltc finance , pnl culaily wl eii be coiif ieiv,J the ^ eiy ’hic 
a ul accurate tfpoit they Ltd leetmd item the I iinnce 
Commiitec. 'll! Con piitlee, lu oliftixed, would atter- 
wrai s lv\t an oppoitui.’ty of eonlukiing that luh|Cel ftp^- 
n*(ly, with much mt »e p cpiitty thm i’ilV [oflihly could 
d / o 1 the pp tccifion. He li 1 , he Lad po d.oi ht I'ut 
that t\i,iy gintUiitan would v<iv .Lts-t. e\anin<. tht 
na u’e tmld^nunts otthe t in 1 c<. Rcp( rt , ui d ht f’ ifteitd 
hiinltU tint no oil rn'.d t'' line it, wt..hout tec Mi ; 
agit t dtgiee of 1 tpfaCiion. 1V h 11 oply w idud. 1 t<*!. 

to take his ellimt» s on the m xJi i ite ave* tgt ot the ihiee 
yt irs, and not on iIjC net ij t cf the 1 it %eii, i h u n l’* 
revenue of the latl year t\rec 1 d Ins ca\ uI ition < 1 iLit of 
forimryiiis by four liundKU thou* tnd pt * nds. He con- 
ciuddl with mo\uig a lefolution in f'' . >id wUit 11 ot a luni 
out of the conloIida»eJ fund to lx. C A I* td ^ ICl of 1. J 
year. 

Ml. 5 />rr«/nMol)jfflid, on geiural "i lunds, tothcTit,ht 
lionourahle gentK man’s fiiunifit, hat he ada iltid that rhel 
day was at Lift ain\id wh 11 h* ttill aj^i t wph the 1 gbt 
honouiahle gentknijn, tl t ll.i 1 j>ort ot the Coinm I'c.. ot 
fi )inc‘ was IS ti i a ivp »rt ct uld be exp ^Kd. 1 hero 
V e e, Mr Shendm iid, etitni oni fiio is on both fi Ls of 
the account, which wtull n« t hut Ihb; lii d I ul li had 
the honoii of hting a ncoih i of f’c C unmi’^d, and to 
which he* but is be m,. int to mn * tiu vacant 

day for thlLuflin*’ it, it was n't bis 1 1 eni )'i t > f n into it 
then; he would baiely itinaik that the njott eouiculed 

* Vide the Report of the Sele£f Coirmitter, piuud for J. DLb.vr. 

With 
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with every word he had ever troubled the Houfe Witli on tile 
luhjed^. The Committee had llated their repirt with great 
candour and great accuracy, and the relnlty Mr. Sheiidaii 
laid, was, that it was evident his Mnji lly's Miniflers had fmce 
the >tai 1780 gone on wi'h (uch eiicreafiiig prudigifity, 
that the new repott, fo fii f.om conHnning what th** leport 
of th Coi.niiitee of 178O give the Houle to exiiedt, viz, 
tliXt th y would he that day voting the permanent p* ace efta- 
blidtment IS’hv’y ft ited it, ftaied tint in 1791 they were 
aflualiy called on to vote half a million in ire, which, with 
til me ea e of the cal 1 d exornces, inada a difference of one 
md'ion threehu idteii thouund pounds more than they were 
give I to imagine would he the exp ndituie of the preLnt year. 
Ml. Shciidaii lud, lit did admit thit there ha 1 h^en an na¬ 
cre ife of mco nc wit’ iii the laft year, hut I’enrle.iien muft 
not gaaway with the ide-a that the expen liture had not 
gitatly exceede. whit the Revanae Oominittee of 1786 
t.iught them to expert would be the expenditure of ihejiie- 
(eia year. I’cfoie, therefore, they adopted tin Report of i c 
new Committee, the alarming circumffance that he had men¬ 
tioned ought to be explained to the country. Mr. Sheri la a 
in the couife of Irs fpec^h referred to Mr. Steele’s argument 
on a foimer day, and Tuppor^ed his affeition hy Hating the 
paiticulars on winch lie refted it, viz. that there W’as a j>er- 
inancnt mcr''afc of 500,000!, on the total amount 1 f the 
expeners of the aimy, navy, oidnance, and mifcell incoi s 
f<‘i vices, and 8co,ocol. aiihng fiom incidental and cafu 1 
expeiatt s. lli added that we had p.ud off'anuuitu s of 2^.0,ocol. 
a year, and added a pci mancntmctcafe of 500,000!. a sear to 
the nuionalexpenditure. 

Mr. Chancellor P^tt expreflld Ins fatisfartion at the ho- 
noutahle gentleman’s declaration, tlwt he would name a 
fepar.ite day tor the difcuffion of the fubjert, becauh, if the 
liunnurilile gentleman, or any other, entertained doubts up¬ 
on the Repoit of the Committee, or on any part of what he 
liaJftited that day, it certainly would be better to difcufs 
thole doubts on fome particular day, than in .1 conveilation, 
wli^>n another and a different topic W.'is under cc nfideratioii. 
With regard to the alJufton to what had hern fiid liy his 
honouiahle fii*nd, (Mr. Sterle) on a foimer day, he 
was vet y confident his honourable filend never did ftate the 
per nian"iit revenue as likely to be that, which the honourable 
gentleman h.id juft imputed to Ins honouiahle friend; 
hut the amount of his honourable fiiend’s argument hid 
been, that in ca'e the expenditure ftiould, from accidental 
cticumftances, incriafc, the income of the country would 
proportionably incieaie, fo that the public receipt would at 
all times cover the public expenditure. Mr. Pitt proceeded 

to 
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to ohferve, that there was no part of the fubjeA which was 
. tiot familiar to the Houle, and which had not been debated 
again and again, in eveiy fefiion Ancethe year 1786. He 
*declarc‘d himlelf happy, however, that the h nourabJe gen- 
tlengn agreed with him in giving due praile to tiu candour, 
the nnd the accuiacy of the Committee of Tmince, 

as exemplihed in then report. As to 'he amount of the ex- 

S enditure, the honourable gentleman, he ohferv^l, had 
aied lint there was an increaf* of p rrainent ella lifhmtnt 
ofsoo,ocol inanlwrrto which, he mull declare, that much 
of that mcreale was not tibe conPd led as expences which 
would be pirmanent, hut aschirges that were accidentally 
iiiruircd. I heieclniqrs Mi. Pitt Aited, and particular!v 
m iitioncd i0i,0 30 l. for ntcellatics in our dock yards, which 
w miM of coarle ope larc a» a fav ng in future. In infwer to 
the cxtr loidm 11 y m*inner m which the ho lounhle gentleman 
ha 1 (ominented on othe r parts of the li h|e‘f, lo as to make 
up his alledgfd in^ieafe of i,^jOO,oool. he inufl, he (aul, be 
indulged with a ftw woids. He then went into a detail of 
the wliole expenditure, and concluded with oblerving, that 
Mr Sheridin included in his "xet fs, the dtficiencics of the 
I iiul and m ilr, and the lum ddliutd foi the American Loy- ‘ 

aliils. 

Mr Sn iden begged I’avetofiv 1 ftw words in reply, Mr. 
and, hediclued, tluy fliouid be a vtiy few woids. Refer-Shciidan. 
nigtothei poitof theCt ninittiatf Revenue of 178^, he 
flirwed, tint the report of the Committteof 1791, in the 
ilatenifcMt of the expenditure, diiee^ly conti uliet d wlnt the 
itpottofthe Committee of 1786 tiught thi m to look fot- 
waid to, as the piobahle peice ellablifliinent in the y^ar 1791. 

Another word he fiid, he mi ft utter, with rtgard to the 
challenge giv en by the honoui ilde friend (Mr. Stc le) of 
tht right honoMiahlc gentleman. I he latter denied that his 
riaht honourable friend had given any fuch challenge or 
pledge, as lu had exprifsly ftated when the luhjeifl was lift 
the ground of debate, arul itemed to treSt it as a ridiculous 
thing that hiv honourable friend, 01 any ofhis honourablo 
fnemh, could have attempted to juftify the report of 1786. 

Mr. Sheridan ohfrrved, that the Chancellor of the i xchecjuer 
had himfelf admitted an excels of 33o,oool. m three articles 
only, exclufive of the mifcellaneous articles, and therefore 
he contended that he had a light to fay, tint there was half 
a million increafe on the peimnnent eft blifhment. It was, 
he declared, a point on which he fhould* particularly inAft, 
and It ought not to l>e iluried over, hut the country ihould 
know ptecifely how the cafe flood. They had, he faid, 

Ixiught up annuities of 200,ooo1. and incurred a permanent 
debt of three millions. The faft was, that the fubje^l had 
VouXXIX. 3K beea 
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been delufivel;f Elated, and glofled over, in order to appear 
well in the eyes of the public, and fo he had ever contended ; 
but it had never been admitted at all, that any part of what 
he difputed was founded before that day; whereas, fiom* 
what the right honourable gentleman had himfelf laid^tnat 
.day, it was evident to the Committee, that he lui^'been 
cor red! in all that he had advanced. Mr. Sheridan before 
he concluded went into particulars to prove his afTertions, 
and defired the Committee to attend to the whole of them in 
forming their opinion on the fuhjedl. 

Mr. ritt, in reply, again detailed the principal articles of 
the expenditure, in order to prove that the honourable gen* 
tleman was completely millaken. 

Mr. Mr. Sheridan got up, once mure to anfwer feveral parts of 

Sheridan. Mr. Pitt’s laft argument. He admitted, that a great caufe 
of the increaie was to be imputed to unforefeen circumllances; 
fuch as the provifion for the younger part of the Royal I'a- 
mily, whirhhe d^claied he highly approved; but he con¬ 
tended that ev< ry year would bring with it its amount of ca- 
ft^land incidental expences, which ought to be allowed for, 
and thertore it was incumbent on them to infoim the 
country of the real truth, and not delude the people by 
telling them that this year there would be fuch a fuiplus, 
and next year a greater, when the chance was entirely the 
other way. Mr. Sheridan mentioned the £niihing of Cail- 
ton Houle, which would occafion anothef increafc, and to 
which the Houle was committed, having [Iromifcd to provide 
for it, the Prince having no intereft in it, &c. and therefore 
it mud foon come gnder confideration. He alfo adverted to 
the debt from Holland, and faid, if the payments by indall- 
ments were applied to the expenditure indead of extin- 
guilhing the public debt, that the whole of that loan mud: 
be added to the amount of the national expenditure. 

Mr. Rofe. Mr. Rofe faid, he was of a very different opinion from 
the honourable gentleman, and whenever they came to difeufs 
the fubjedl, he had no doubt but he Ihould be able to prove 
that the honourable gentleman was midaken. Therewciea 
great number of mifcellaneous fervices, Mr. Rofe faid, whicn 
his right honourable friend had dated, and which it mud be 
obvious could never occur again; and if the fubjedt were 
accurately examined, he was confident that mdead of 
1,300,0001. theexcefs would be found to be little more than 
300,'oool. 

Mrf Fox. Mr. Fox faid, that he would in a few words date what he 
at prefeni meant to lay. The ohfervations, which he had 
to offer, it gi\e him no fatisfadlion to make, and would 
give them no fatisfadion to hear. Ir now appeared, that the 
Committee of 1786 had been midaken with regardto no 
X Icfs 
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lefs a fum than 500,000!. * The blame indeed lay not on 
^tbem; this increafe of expenc^ except in the additional 
«ioo,ocol. for the army, could not be forefeen. But at the 
time, if this Committee, with all their knowledge, 
witi^I the weight which had been given to their Hatements, 
had hem miflaken to fo large an amount, the circumlfance, 
though it could not afief^ his confidence in them individually, 
very much diminifhed,his confidence in all Committees oiF 
this fort. The additional expence of the army alone had 
been ftated to be permanent. And he at the time had ob- 
je<Cled to the addition to the efiablilhment of fo large a per¬ 
manent expence. But the additional expence of the navy,\ 
of the ordnance, and of the mifcellaneous fervices, had never 
been finted to be permanent. A Committee in lySfiilates 
futh a fum; and in the fpace of only five year;, an addition 
of 50o,ocol. appears neceflary. He was ready to allow the 
Aatement that had been made by the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman with regard to the tontine million. With regard to 
the mifcelLmieous fervices in 1786, the Committee had eftt- 
mated this ai tide of the expence at only 70,000]. Such an 
efiimate, at the time, appeared to every body as quite too 
little, and to carry ridicule in the very face of it. The pre- 
fent Committee had dated the mifcellaneous fervices at 
ISO,cool. This fum likewife, to his honourable friend, ap¬ 
peared too little. To be fure, an honourable gentleman on 
the other fide had fcouted the idea tkit this fum could pof- 
fihly be deemed too little; but it was probable that he might 
have treated, in the fame manner, any ohjedtion to the for¬ 
mer fum of 70,0001.; he had pledged himfelf to make it 
appear that the fum of 120,oool. was fuliv fufficient, but 
as he had proved that he was midaken before, it might be 
believed that he could lie midaken again. The revenue, 
wewere told, continued Mr. Fox, had encreafed in propor¬ 
tion to the additional expence; but what provifion did this 
alTurance afford us for future expence ? Will the revenue 
always encreafr in proportion to the encreafe of expence ? 
The converfe of the propofilion, there was but too much 
reafon to apprehend, would be the cafe. That had, in this 
indance, happened to the public, which frequently happens 
to individuals. Calcuatbns with refped to their revenue 
were, according to circumdances, juil or unjnd. But any 
edimate formed of their expenditure alway fell below the 
mark. What had we to expedl, if at the very outfet of 
what was dated as our peace edablidiment, the fum exceeded 
the edimates that had been formed confiderably upwards of 
300,0001. ? No circumdances have happened fince 1786 to 
render any increafe of expence necedary. On the contraryy 
9ny alteration that had taken place in the general iituation 
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of affairs, ought rather to have had a contrary effe^. Thh 
Ijght honourable geath man had treated it as a matter of in* 
didVicnce whether the inAaliments were applied to difcliar^ 
the d 'bt, or to defray the fervices of the current year. 

Mr. Fo* faid, he begged leave to didf«^r with him.^^^f we 
had hid nothing to do with the 178,000!. any defcJ^ncyin 
the fain nectffary for the current fervice would have been 
found out, and fome way or other fupplied. It appeared to 
him, That in the prefcnt fitu<]tion of the country, our ex¬ 
penses ougfit to he fet at the loweA miik pofTihle; and if the 
revenue was incieafing, that that increale ought to be ap¬ 
plied, in order to difch irge the debt, and not to promote any 
addition of expence that might be made to the eftablifhinent. 
Mr. Fox faid he had rifcn on purpofi* to put the country on 
their guard agamft the reports of Commit'ces. It now ap¬ 
peared that thereportof no Committee, lioweser well inten- 
tioned, or however able, could be implicitly icteivrd. Af¬ 
ter fo grofs a miftake, which amounted, by ihe calculation 
of his honouiable friend, to 300,010!. and by that of the 
right honourable genileraan was allowed not to hall much 
fliorr of400}OOOI. it was proper to liften to their eAimates 
With diffidence. It was neceiTary, by their own aiSlive oeco- 
liomy, and by their attention to whatever rtla*ed to public 
expenditure, to render thefe accounts true, inJlead of im¬ 
plicitly receiving them on the faith of.» report, till the mo¬ 
ment of leckon mg came, that Ihould convince them of the 
error of their confidence, and the fallacy of their 
hopes. 

Mr. Mr. Pw//«riy remarked, that if the a.'luj] expenditure now 
Puhcney. diiiered from what the report in 1786 had ftated, it ought to 
be on the permanent peace eAablilhment, even in the propor¬ 
tion admitted by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He 
thouglit that ciicumilance worthy of confideration, and 
that the expenditure of the country ought to he managed as 
ecco*icmically as poflihle. He faid, one mateiial article 
which had been Aa(ed as peimanent, was the navy eftimates; 
and to this point he thought very particular attention was 
due; becaufe, in the detail of the extraordinary expences of 
the naval eftabliihment, they rouA all know that it was lia¬ 
ble, from its nature, to much fraud and extravagance; and 
this could not be put in a ftronger light, than by the ftate- 
ment given in by Sir Charles Middleton, a man well verfed 
in the detail of the iiecefTary expences, and acquainted with 
the articles that were mo A liable to be wailed or overcharged. 
HisAatement dlATered, to the amount of more than ioo,DOoI« 

' from antMher given in. Mr. Pulteney faid, he only meant, 

by mentioning this circumAance, to ihew that much atten¬ 
tion (kould be paid to this, being one great branch of per- 
/ manent 
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fnanent expence. With regard to the calcviiations made 
eithei in the prelent repott, os that of 1786, he thought it 
^as unfair to confitier as calculations or opinions of the 
IS^mittees, becaule, in fa< 51 » they were only calcutations 
ano^oinions rormed Irom materials winch were laid before 
thele V'^mmi»'tees 

Mr. Fox faid, tliat he bad always confidered the reports Mr. Fox, 
as founded c n the information which was laid before the 
Committcp. 

I he relulutions were feverally put and a';reed to, and the 
Houle being relumed, the leport was ordered to be brought 
u]>to>moitow. 

Houle adjourned. 

Thurfday, t^th A fay. 


The report of the Budget was brought up by Mr. Hobart, 
all I the rtlclutioiis having been read ahril and &coid time. 

Were allied to. 

Utiifuld willied to know wlut the amount of the un- Mr. 
fundtd dthr He (hould have been glad, 1 e faid, if theBeaficid. 

1 inance Committee had Bated the amount of the unfunded 
as well as of the funded debt. It would have been a ciedit 
to thecoui tiy to look all its incumbrances in the face, and 
it w IS a lubpol which moB yndpubtedly ought to be laid be> 
fore tl c Public. 

Mr. Rydtt informed the honourable gentleman, thit if he 
would pel life the Report of the Finame Conmittee, he Ryder, 
would find the unfunded debt was exprefsly Bated in it. 

Dunng the reading the report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, 

Mr. /k/ / Ta\lor rofe, and faid, he really wiBied for in- Mr. M, 
formation on a luhjedt of which he profcjHed hitnfelf to be A. Tay- 
Ignorant, not having been in the Houfe the preceding day. 1 ®^* 
He underfloed th it the right honour’iblegentleman intendcu, 
on the following day, to move for a farther lum of money 
for the Royal barnily ; he wiBied, therefore, to know what 
had been, or was meant to be done for the widow of the late 
Duke of Cumberland, who ought undoubtedly to have an 
handfome \ rovifion equal to her dignity ? If the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, he laid, would condefeend to favour ' 

him with an anfwer, it would decide whether he Bionid or 
iliould not think it necelTary to bung forward a motion on 
the (uhjedl;. 

Ml. Chancellor Pitt faid, he had not propofed any thing Mr. Piw. 
on the lubjei^ alluded to by the honourable gentleman, not 
having had it in command from Hts MajeBy to make any 
iiich propofition to the Houfe; and deeming it highly unbe¬ 
coming la him to Bate any thing to the Houle refpedling iny 

part 
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part of the Royal Family, unlefs he had previoufly received 
Hin Ma}efty*s orders to that pijirpo^* It was not, Mr, Pitt 
fasd, a fit iubjedl for difcufllon in that Houfe; but if the. 
honourable gentleman would look to the account of the 
hfi charges thit lav on the table, he would fee the fum^id 
to the Ducheis ot Cumberland by way of annuity. ^ 
When the rcfolution tc*htive to the Lotteiy was read, 

Mr. Mr. ITuJ') tul, withufpe£l to the lotteiy, although the 
profits of It liid iK.n greater this yen than it had been on 
any former year, and .although they ought to thank the right 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) lor making the moft ol it, 
yet he was clearly of opinion that it was attended with the 
moft pernicious conf quenccs. It was a great difcourageinent 
to the honeft indi 1 ry of the country; it inflamed the defiies 
of every pooi ptifon, and of every poor fervant, in this great 
metropolis to grow rich at once, and not by the flow and 
gradual means of honeft induftry and daily labour. He faid. 
It was (liftionoural le and (hameful to the coun|i y to counte* 
nance fuch a fraudulent bargain. They faw men buy and 
give more for lottery tickets than they knew they weie 
Worth. I hit was undeniably a friuifiilent harg un, and was 
iham»ful to the country. T he Minifter put thcle tickets up 
to auflion, to get the beft pr.ee for them, and to induce per- 
fons to become* puichalers at a high and adviKcd rite. Pe- 
fides that, before the tickets came to ihofe poor deludetk 
people, the Pubhe got q o,oool., and it was extiemely pto- 
hable that Lottery offic** keepers got as much moie I»y felling 
the numhei oftickets»wiceovei,and by inluimg. He knew, 
he faid, that he had the majority of both fides of the Iliufe 
againft bin, but he neverlhelefs felt it to be his duty to fpe.ik 
his opinion. He thought the country received much more 
dim io»» from a lottery than profit; and be hoped and trufted 
that the I ipht honour ihle gentleman would make this the 
laft. Hefaul, if the Houfe entertained the fime fentiments 
with regird to lotteiies that he did, they would put an end 
to them at once. 

Ifr. Pitt. Mr. Chancellor Pitt find, he entertained an opinion on the 
fuhjefl extremely different from that ftated by the hououiahle 
gentleman; fo far from being of his way of th nking, he 
fhould be forry if the enfuing were to be tht laft lottery. He 
thought It was a refpurce of which the Public ought to avail 
itfelf. If they were to put an end to the lottery, he con¬ 
ceived that would not put an end to the principles and prac¬ 
tice of g<amblmg, but that the Public would fufierall the in¬ 
convenience without reaping any of the benefit* They 
could not prevent people from havisig recourfe to the lotte¬ 
ries of other countries, and to private advei^jtures, which 
would he attended w ith more ferious confeqoencei to indi¬ 
viduals} 
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-vidualc^ and to the country, than any aiifing from a lottery 
avowed by Government as their public a< 5 t. Iniuniig, and 
ail the various tricks and chicanery which loroe men had en- 
\^avoured to ingraft on the lottery, ought undoubtedly to be 
pi^&nted; and he ihould thank any honourable gentleman 
Aery^'ceiely who could aflord him any hirt towaids put¬ 
ting a to luch frauds; but the lottery itleli was io mate¬ 
rial a rcfource, and of luch great advantage to the revenue, 
that It ought not, in the piefent Hate of the country, to be 
lightly abandoned. An objedlion, Mr. Pitt obicived, had 
beeniiatedto the lotterv, becaufe the pui chafers, with their 
eyes open, Ind given mote for tickets than the tickets were 
worth, 'ihe ^£1, he liid, was, they gave more than the 
tickets were worth, becaule they wiAted to have the privi¬ 
lege of gambling. Lottciies, therefore, were neither mom 
noi lefs than a tax on gambling. It was only faying, if you 
gamble, )ou mu A pay for it the high pi ice which ue de¬ 
mand. 

Ml. Hujpy faid, that he had Aated one thing which the Mr. 
light honourable gentleman had not anfwered, and therefore IJulTej. 
he luppoled he felt tlie force of it; and that was (hat double 
the number of tickets might be fold by bold adventurers who 
kept lottery offices, if purciiafers could be found. 

Mr. Role moved foi leave to bring in a bill, oi biPs, pnr- 
fuant to the laid xelolutions. And th it Mi. Chancellor Pitr, 

Mr. Role, Mi. Hobart, &c. do prepare and bung in the 
lame. Ordcicd. 

Mr. Dundas moved, “ That the aift of the ^’A Geo. II. 

** and alfo of the 26th Geo. III. be lead.” They were re id 
accoidtngly Upon which. 

Ml. Dundas laid, thit he Aiould trouble the Houfe with a Mr 
very ftw words on the prefent occafion, bui wiAied to draw Duada% 
tlu-ir lerions attention to the fub'eft he was about to piopoh. 

'1 he objedt he had in view, was to encourage the naval fer- 
vice in a peculiar manner, where it feemed inoA to Aand m 
need of encouragement. It was to prevent the defigning 
iioin pilliging and plundering an uieful, though perhaps a 
very carelefs, race of men. He Aated, that according to the 
ulage of the navv, all Aiips compinies, returning fium ler- 
vice, were paid at one time; they were paid on a prtcile day, 
and thole fcimen who did not appear on that diy weie paid 
aftcrwaids; but byabill which had been then read, and km w n 
by the name of Mi. Grenville’s bill, theic were three cv 
tions to that 1 ule. 

lit, M believer anv ftaman died on hoard tlu le was a c( r- 
tihcateor dead ticket fent home to the navy Boaid, to give 
an account of the deceafed perl ui, and to enable his iclations 
to receive the wages that weie due to him. 

£d. 
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2 d, When a leaman was difabled, and fent to an hofpital, 
he was farniihed with a ticket called a fickor a difabled ticket, 
iignedbj the Commander, fpecifying the quantum of wagei 
then due, and in vitue of fuch ticket he was entitled to r-- 
eeive the wages that were due to him, at the place to wlfich 
he was fent. 

3dly, There was a very important rcgulatioi/tb enable 
(eamen t>n foreign fervice to fend remittances home to their 
fathers and mcthers, their wives and families, &c. before 
they, or the fhips in which they ferved, could arrive in a 
Britiih port. In that cafe the whole crew was called over, 
and the queftion was put tn them, whether they wilhed to 
remit home any money ? As many as pleafed might do fo. 
Their relations were thus enabled to receive that money 
through the medium of the colleflors of the cuHoms, or 
Commiffioiiers of the Land Revenue, where they re- 
hded. 

Thefe were the different exceptions, the three different 
'Cafes in which framen, Mr. Dundas faid, might receive their 
wages before the ffated time, according to the general ufage 
of the navy. He Ihould now, he faid, propofe to extend 
the provifions of Mr. Grenville’s bill in two very material 
Articles: iff, in thi^ inffance, feamen were often turned over 
from one ihip to another, and they could not be paid till all 
the different (hips in which they had ferved, arrived at home. 
Their payments confequently might pollibly depend on the 
arrival of a number of ffiips, and if they th'*mrelves came 
home before thofe fliips, they muff remain idle, and eitlier 
ftay till they all returned, or perhaps, what was much 
Worfe, they might be under the necefllty of difpofing of 
their wages to an alehoufe-keeper or to people of higher rank, 
though not one jot more refpeflable, and give away perhaps 
for one guinea what to them was worth twenty pounds. 
Againft this impofftion, Mr. Dundas faid, he Ihould cer¬ 
tainly fet his face. He therefore wifhed to provide, that 
whenever a feaman was turned over from one fliip to another, 
he (hould carry along with him in his pocket the certificate 
of his wages which he had earned in the ffiip he was turned 
over from, and fo on with regard to all the fliips in which he 
had ferved. In this manner, when he came home, be would 
be entitled to receive all his wages, whether all the fliips in 
which he had ferved had arrived or not. 

Mr. Dundas ffated that a praiffice had obtained previous 
to his bill, that two men came before a Magiftrate, the 
Lord Mayor of l.ondoil, for inftance, or any other, who 
could not know either party, individually, and the one per- 
fonated a feamaft, and the other his attorney, when they 
made a falfe certificate, and thus obtained the wages of a 
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man, who wat ferVlng his country perhaps atthetime» and 
knew nothing at all of the matter. On this ground, he faid, 
he had about four years ago had the honour of bringing in a 
<4|il, which geneialy went by hiS name, and the great objedl 
or>which was to prevent the forging of feamen’s wills and 
powd« of attorney; and he had the latisfa£tion of ilating to 
the that though during the four years immediately 

preceding that bill, there were upwards of forty trials for 
forgery, yet duiing the four yeais fince that bill had pafled 
into a law, there had not been one trial for forgery. This 
rather encouraged him to p-oceed on the fubjet^; and he was 
extremely anxious to go a little farther, and by extending 
the principle of that bill as far as pollible, to afford pro¬ 
tection to that ufeful race of fubjedls the Britifh Teamen* 
hie faid, it would be doing a duty w'hich the public would 
give him credit for, if any man deferved ciedit for merely 
doing his duty in the ofiice in which his Ivfajeily had placed 
him; he had an opportunity of feeing many objedls ofdiC- 
trels, and he had taken confiderable pains to improve that 
opportunity, and to learn the places of refldence of the wi¬ 
dows and fatrilies of many diflrefied feamen. But he muft 
in jufibice declare, that if he did any good on this fub)c^, it 
would be in a great nieafuie owing to the integrity, afliduiry, 
and abilities, of Mr. Bedingfield, a gentleman in his office, 
in whofe department it was to infpcdl feamen’s wills and pow¬ 
ers. By the affillance of Mr. Bedingfield, Mr. Dundas 
faid, he had been enabled to form a Jaige colleiflion of cafes 
nffeamens widows, who had originally had claims to their 
hufband'a wages; and he read fiom it one or two infiances 
where feamen’s wages were owing, and where their families 
’ had not received one half,' and fometimes not one third, but 
where the gi eater part of the amount of what was due, had 
got into the pockets of other people. His great obje£l, 
Mr. Dundas faid, was, that Teamen fhould receive their 
wages as fpeedily, and with as little trouble as pofilble; fo 
that their wages might really go into their own pockets, 
and that they might be enable to fupport their wives and 
families, in orderto atchieve his end, he wifhed tointro- 
ducecertain regulations, the efiei^ of which would be, that 
the Teaman fiiould receive his wages without one additlonaL 
expence; that he fhould not have occafion to employ an 
attorney or any other perfon, but fhould be able to obtain 
what was due /to him by the mere machinery of the Navy 
pay-office, without a (hilling of expence, or the finalleft 
trouble. In fai^, that every feaman might receive it at his 
own door, inftead of hunting after the public offices in Lon¬ 
don, through the medium of the * colleAors of the cufioms, 
•r the Commiffioners of the Land Revenue, wherever the 
VoL. XXIX. 3 L I'eamaa 
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(atnaii might l» landed. Thefts Mr. “Dundai laid, were 
the outline$ of the propofal he was abcmt to mak^ the ohjeft 
of which was, as he had alreadv explained, to enable feamen 
who were in the (errice of their country, to receive dw 
wages as fpeedily as poflible, and without any dimino|i»dn. 
He declared, he next wiihed to extend all the benaf^s of 
Mr. Grenville’s bill, and of his own former bil^^' to the 
marines ferving on board his Majefty’s Ihips, who com¬ 
plained that they bad been left out of the coniideration of both 
thofe ilatutes. 

Mr. Dundas ilated that he had received a letter from a di- 
ftinguilhed peiibnage in the navy, his Royal Highnefs the 
Duke of Clarence, on the fobjed of a marine, who feemed 
to have a claim upon the public, and who certainly ought to 
* have had a right to fuch a claim. He had written an anfwer 
to his Royal Hiehnefs, dating, that although he could not 
but think his Royal Highnefs’s zeal did him the highcft ho¬ 
nour, unfortunately the man’s cafe was not provided for, in 
either Mr. Grenville’s bill or his own; the Duke of Clarence 
returned him a reply, in which he dated a doubt of bis being 
warranted in his opinion, but the fa€l: was, Mr. Dundas 
(aid, he could do nothing in the matter. Mr. Dundas fpoke 
highly of the condud; of the Duke of Clarence, and then 
faid, there was alfo another objefV, to which he wiihed to 
diredt the attention of the Houfe. Complaints had been 
made, and he thought judly made, that the benefit of thefe 
a6ts did not extend to Ireland. The objedl of one of the bills, 
which be was about to move for leave to bring in, was to 
give feamen ferving in any of his Majedy’s (hips in Ireland, 
ail the advantages of the two a£ls to which he had alluded* 
I'his he meant to do by referring them for payment to the 
Commidioners of the Land Revenue. Thus he meant to 
extend Mr. Grenville’s bill and his own bill, and thirdly, 
to apply the benefits of both thefe bills to Ireland. He dud, 
he £houM do no more this feifion than introduce the bills, 
and print them, that they might be in the hands of every 
number of that Houfe in the naval fervice, and of all feafar- 
iog gentlemen, during the furamer, who might turn the 
fubjedt in their minds, and probably mig^t be able to fogged 
fome amendments againd the beginning of next winter, 
when he intended to endeavour to profecute them through 
the regular dages, in order that they might pafs into 
laws. 

Mr. Dundas accordingly moved for leave to bring in a 
bill to explain and amend the z&. of gi Geo. II. for the en¬ 
couragement of feamen in the royal navy, and for enabling 
them more eafily toreceive dieir wages, Ac* 

1 Mr. 
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Bifr. Chancdlor Pitt feconded tbe OBOtioiiv 
When the queilion was pntby die Speaker, 

^Sir 5 i»r/a/rrofe and faid, the right honourable gentle- Sirjoha 
tnaa. certainly deieived the applaufe of his country for what Siaclairj 
hehadjone, andlikewiiie for what he was about to do on 
this fubje^. He wilhed, however that the right honour¬ 
able gentleman could have brought his fubje£l into one bill, 
which might emphatically be called Mr. Dundas^s bill; Sir 
John faid, healfo wiihed the right honourable gentleman had 
gone Hill a little farther, and had laid down fome regulations 
with regard to prize money, the fettling of which, upon a 
certain and clear footing, would tend greatly to encourage 
ieamen to enter into our fervice with chearfulnefs and good 
will. 

Mr. Dundas faid that fubjedl had not elcaped his attention, Mr. 
as he had in his hand the outlines of a bill upon it. fiut any Daadai. 
regulation relpeding prize money did not immediately come 
within the line of his official department, and he thought it 
, would be more proper to bring the fubjeA forward in the 
beginning of next winter. The queftion was then put and 
leave given to bring in a bill, « For extending certain a^s 
therein mentions to petty officers and feamen, non-com- 
** miffioned officers of marines, and marines ferving, or who 
may have ferved on board any of his Majefty’s &ips, and 
reiiding in Ireland.** 

That leave be given to bring in a bill For explaining and 
" amending an a£l of the aad year of his prefent Majefty, 
intitled, an nGt for farther preventing the abufes attending 
^ the payment of wages and prize money, &c. and for 
farther extending the benefit thereof to petty officers, 

** feamen, non-commiffion officers of marines, and marines 
ferving, or who may have ferved on board any of his Ma- 
** jefty*s diips.” Leave was given. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Dundas, the 
Attorney and Solicitor Generals, were ordered to prepare and 
brii^ in the fame, 
liie Houfe adjourned. 

Friday, May* 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee of fupply, to 
take into conlideration the King*s mefTage, in which His 
Majefty called upon the Commons to relieve the civil lift 
from expences to which it was inadequate, and which had 
been incurred in confequence of the provifion he had been 
obliged to make fot tbe younger branches of the Royal 
Fairfly. 

Mr. Chanttllor Pitt infermed the Committee, that the Mr. Htti 
adlual charges upon the civil lift exceeded the amount of the 

3 L a revenue 
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Tevenue appreciated for the fapport of it hj 12,000}. ajrear, 
which was the funi fettled by Id is Majeily upon the Duke 
of Clarence. It was not his intention therefore, for the 
' prefent, to move for any permanent grant beyond lajotiol. 
a year; but he would alfo alk for fome other fume to re¬ 
place fuch as had been already advanced out of thr civil lill. 

He then moved* that His Majefty be enabled to fettle 
upon his Royal Highnefs William Henry Duke of Clarence 
an annuity bf i2,oool. and to charge the fame upon the con- 
folidated fund. 

Mr. Mr. Francis wilhed to know whether fwiitgs hid not ac- 
TrancU. crued to the civil lift, through the death of the late Duke of 
Cuml^erland. 

M.Pftt. Mr. Chancellor Pitt admitted that the death of the v 
Duke of Cumberland, andalfo that of the Princefs Amelia, 
had produced a favlng to the civil lift; but t6 balance thefe, 
other charges had grown upon it; and from the accounts on 
the table, gentlemen would perceive that the charges ex¬ 
ceeded the income by 12,oool. a year. 

Mr. Mr. Powys alked, whether this was the laft permanent 
Fowys. gpnt that was to be made to any branch of the Royal 
Family, or whether fimilar grants were to be occafionally 
called for, in proportipn as the rifing branches of His Ma- 
jefty (bould arrive at that age in which it would be proper to 
. give them an eftabliftiment. 

Mr. Pitt. Mr. Chancellor Pitt anfwered, that undoubtedly applica¬ 
tions would be made to Parliament when the occaHons (houM 
arrive for provifton for the other branches of the Royal Fa¬ 
mily, unlefs (what was then very improbable), the civil lift 
ihoold be fo relieved from other burdens, as that it ftiould 
be able to provide cftahlifliments for more of the Royaf 
offspring, without further aid from Parliament. 

Mr. Powys then laid, he now clearly underftood that was 
Powys, not the laft grant that Parliament wou'd have to make in aid. 
of the civil lift. 

Mr. Baker faicl, that lie was as ready as any man to make 
Baker, a proper provifton for His Majefty*s cbild.ren; -and he even 
felt a partiality for the fpirited Prince, wlio was the immedi¬ 
ate objedl t>f the motion, who had been bred to a profeflioit 
which was firft in theeftimation of the country; and there¬ 
fore he had not a word to fay againft the propofed grant tio 
liim: but he thought that after the great addition which 
had been made to the civil lift, it ought to be deemed equal 
to the difeharge of all demands upon it. To prove this, 
Mr. Baker went into a minute detail of various fums which 
had been paid by Parliament, and among others, certain ex- 
fiences attending the King'ls illnefs, which ought to have been 
paid out of the civil lift; but as they had not been (0 difchaiged, 

that 
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that lift ought to be able to provide for the fettlement 
BOW propofed to be made upon the Duke of Clarence. It 
^had happened, he faid, not only that additions had been 
made to the levenue by which the civil lift was fupported, 
but It had alfo been encreafed by the abolition of eftablifh- ' 
ments which formerly preiled very heavy upon it, luch for 
inftance at the board of trade. 

Mr. Chancellot Pitt upon this observed, that if Parha' Mr. Pitt, 
ment had made additions to the revenue by which the civil 
lift was iupported} it had alfo made additions to the charges 
upon It; font had inftituted a Board of Controul for the go¬ 
vernment of India; and in fo extenfive a branch of execu¬ 
tive government, many expences were neceffinly incurred. 

The abolition of the board ot tiade was of very little relief 
to the CiVil lift; for the afl of Parliament by which that 
boird was put down, provided that the biilmcfs ufually 
tranlaiSled by ir (hould in futuie be tranladled by a Commit¬ 
tee of Council: this bufineis every one knew, was of a 
very c\tenlive intute, and couUl not be cairied on without a 
gieat number of clerks, who mull be paid for their labour. 

Ail thele chargf^s had been laid upon the civil lift, fubfe- 
quent to the peiiod when the iiicteaie was made, when it 
was intended to make the income of thp civil lift equal 
to all the chaiges upon i^. 

'J he queftion w is at Lft put on the iqotion for the grant 
to the Duke ot Clarence, and earned unaniinoufly. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt then moved, that the fum of 
34,'>iol. 5s. be granted to His Ma)eftv, to m*ike good the 
civil lift a Iikr lum advanced to the Duke of Clarence, for 
Ills iupport during the laft two years, at the late of i2,oool. 
a yen, and for enabling him, at the outfet, to form his 
cftabli^ment. 

This motion pafted alfo nm. cmu 

Mr Chancellor Pitt informed the Committee, that, ac- 
cord'ng to the eftabhftied rule, the innuity out of the civil 
lift to the late Duke of Cumbeiland, was payable only to the 
day of his death, and not to the end of the then current 
quartei; hut as it would not be handiome to difmiis his efta 
blifliment at a day*s notice, he thought the Commit'ee would 
readily agree, that what would have become due by the end 
of the quarter (hould be paid, as well as what was adluaily 
due at the time of the Duke’s dc ath. He therefore moved 
that the fum of i, 8 oo 1 . be gianted to His Majefty, to enable 
him to difeharge the remainder of the quarter’s annuity 
which had to run after the death of his Royal Highnels 
Henry Frederic, late Duke of Cumberland. 

This motion alfo pafted unanimoufly, and the Houfe wat 
refumed« 

The 
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The orders of the day haring been feverally gone through, 
Fos. Mr. Fox rofe to make his promifed motion, for a grand 
Committee on the Courts of Juftice, to enquire into fome 
late decifions of the t'ourts in cafes of libel. He began a 
xnoft able and argumentative fpeech, by declaring that^ Ite 
was perfectly convinced, tiiat every gentleman who heard 
him, was fo well acquainted with the duties that belonged to 
the Houfe of Common^s, and its peculiar fun£lion conftantly 
to watch with care, every part of the executive government 
of the country, that »t would be unneceflTary for him to ufe 
any words in order to fhew that he was not biinging under 
the coiifideration of tlie Houfe, any thing that did not fall 
within die province of its duty. He faid, he was not going 
to attempt any thing like innovation, but was calling the 
attention of the Houfe to one of its inoft conftitutional and 
very important duties, viz. to a ftridt attention to every 
branch of the executive government. The moft important 
part of the executive government was the execution of the 
laws in Courts of Juilice; he hoped, therefore, he fliould 
not excite any unjull prejudices againfl; what he was about 
to ilate, by urging the necellity of their watching over 
this, as well as every other part of the conftitucion, as if it 
implied any thing, peculiarly faulty or blameabie in the exe¬ 
cution of juilice at that moment. If the doflrine, Mr. 
Fox faid, were once to prevail, that the confideration of 
matters, relative to Courts of Juftice, necellarily implied a 
failure of the execution of juftice, that Houfe inuft either be 
negligent of its fun«!]lions on the one hand, and they miift 
lit iilent and fufter abufes to grow to a magnitude which it 
might be difficult to reform; or, on the other, they muft 
do, what no good citizen would wifh to do, they muft 
create an alarm in the country, and excite a fufpicion that 
jufticc was not fully executed, and thereby injure the na¬ 
tion,, by encouraging the fubjeds of Great Britain to deny 
that lefpedt Which was due to the laws, and to withhold 
that obedience which ought to be given to the execution of 
them. 

It was true, Mr. Fox faid, that he meant to bring under 
the confideration of the Houfe more than one point; he 
Ihottld, however, firft ftate the point which weighed moft 
on bis mind, which was, that which related to the condudi 
of the Courts of Juftice, with refpeift to trials on the fub- 
je£l of libels. He would not, he faid, take up the time of 
the Houfe with any general declamation on the fubje^ of 
the prefs. Whoever faw what the world was now, and 
compared it with what it formerly had been, muft be fenft- 
Me that it had greatly improved in the fcience of govern¬ 
ment, and that that improvement was entirely owing to the 

liberty 
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liberty of the pref|. From what he was then ftating in 
favour of the liberty of the prefs^ no gentleman, he trufted, 
would confider him as a defender of its licentiournefs. tic 
was, however, a defender of the liberty of the prefs, in 
that fenfe in which it could be defended. But if even the 
juft liberty of the prefs were tranfgrefted, he owned, he 
Ihould be an enemy to a fevere punifliment being inflided 
after the crime was committed. He was alfo an enemy to 
all previous reftraints on the prefs, becaufe he thought he 
could prove, that in all countries, and at all times, pre¬ 
vious reftraints on the pzefs had the efte(ft of reftraining tlie 
juft liberty of the people, and had ne\er been able to pre¬ 
vent the mifehiefs arillng from its liceniioufnefs. Having 
faid fo much wjth regard to the iibetty of the prefs, Mr. 
Fox declared, lie thought there was no danger to be appre¬ 
hended from any law, or from any thing which they might 
propofe to make a part of the law of the country; on the 
contrary, it was his opinion, that if the liberty of tlie 
prefs in this country could be in any way endangered, it 
muft be by a feries of judgements and a feries of puniihments 
on free writings: this, he doubted not, he fliould be able to 
prove. He hoped he ihould not be told, in anfwer to wltac 
he had advanced, that they had not only reached the mark of 
liberty, but had gone beyond it. He hoped he flionld not 
be deured to look at theabufe of that facred engine of liberty, 
as the levelling the good and bad, and making every man 
apathized to fliame, and infenfible of good chaiaifter, which 
was the foundation of every thing great and glorious among 
men. If perfons were to aigue, that from the ctrcuinftance 
of there being fo much licence, there was libei ty enough, in 
his apprehenfion, they would argue very unwifely, and 
very inconcluiively. There was no difficulty in this coun¬ 
try for any man to libel another; but no man could libel the 
aflions of another with impunity, and public characters had 
as much a right to be defended as thofe who never mixed 
with public aftairs. Any man, if he pleafed, could indeed 
perfonally libel with impunity any public or private cha¬ 
racter; they could libel him, or mucli moie refpeCtable 
Members of Parliament; they might even go fatther, and 
libel Minifters and the Great Officers of State. But he 
contended, on the other hand, that there was much doubt 
whether any man could reallv freely difeufs the aCtjons of 
government, in the way in wfiich hr apprehended it was the 
right of every man to difeufs them, without a greater rifque 
to his perfoii and property than prudent men would chooih 
to hazard. 

Mr. Fox declared, that he felt conftderable difficulty, not 
Only from the importance and magnitude of the objeCfc he 

had 



A. ini- 

h»i to A:ate> bot a)fo confiderable difficulty in the manner of 
the arrangement of the matter, with which he fhoulcl tron> 
ble the Hou(e. Perhapsi the inoft eafy way would be for hint 
to (late his ideas in the older m wli ch they had aiiftn lu hi£ 
own mind« beginning with particulais, and goihg on to ge> 
neials, inftead of beginning with genei jIs and excmpkfiying 
them by particulai mftaiices, vihich was the moie ufual 
method. In the coinfe of the lait year, when the SpaniHt 
armaraint was laifed, gentltmen would lecoIltiSt that there 
had taken a tonlideinble degree ot difcudloii among the 
public, with regiid, hill ul all, to the ptopndty of that 
armament; and kcondly, with regatd to the conduiff of 
that and the other Houle, who granted the lupplies. Thit 
fuch a buhiiefN (liuuld be the iubjedf ot (blcullion in any 
country, particularly in a irte cuuntiy, could he matter ot 
/urpn/e to no nnii; that it would be a luhjedt of fair dil- 
cuffion he thought could not be controverted. On that oc- 

o 

cafion there hid appeared fome tliiiSlaies in a hewlpapci on 
the conduiSl of the King’s Minilleis: and that piper, to the 
aftoniniment of moh people, was profucutedl If gemltmen 
would take the tiouMe to read a variety ot things that wer^* 
written at that time, not with regard to the chiiaif^er of 
public men, but with regard to the conduiSl of public Mi> 
mfters, he ilioiild iither fufpedl the newlpaper alluded to 
would not to be found to be among the muft eminently 
culpable, but on tlie contiaiy, among the moll mnoceni 
that had appeared. However, the paper was publilhed, ain| 
it was profecuted. The printer pleaded guilty, or allowed 
judgement to go by default, uiid judgement was given 
againll him; which appealed to tbofe who obferved the 
iu^ement, and compired it with the paper, and, he con> 
feimd, appeared fo to'himlelf, to be moil inordinately fe- 
vere. He could hardly have thought, he faid, that a per- 
fon’s Hating in a newlpaper his general difapprobation of the 
meafures adopted by the King’s Minillers; Hating, that he 
conceived that the oHeniible purpofe could hardly be the 
real puipofe; Hiting the ojijedl of Nootka bound to be too 
minute tojuHify fo great a hazard as the country was then 
about to incur, and that therefoie it might be conneded 
with our Pruffian alliance. He Hiould have thought that 
fuch a paper not only did not deierve a fevere puniihment, 
but fuch a paper, in his humble opinion, was no libel at all. 
His firH wonder was, that the printer Hiould have been fo til 
advifed as not to defend himfelf. In the next place, he was 
aHoniHied that no motion was^made in atreH of judgement, 
on the ground that the paper w*as no libel at all. He tmooght 
the fent nee moH fevere; and that opi non had not, Mr. 
Fox Hud, been pecuhar to his own mind; he believed he 
' could 
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cbold rpeak the lentioierits of a whole profeffiony and that as 
far as it could be colle^ed, the general opinion of the b'ar 
was, that it wa» a fentence beyond what they could have 
conceived was likely to have brnn given. He faid, he had 
read the libel with great care, as it had appeared in the 
Herdld, and it appeared to be a libel on the King^s Mi* 
nifters, end nothing more. 

Mr. Fox alluded in this inllance to the proceedings vf the 
King ag.iinft Luxtord, late printer of the Morning Herald, 
and read from the information in ids hand tite following ex* 
traiSl, which was ftatcd as the eflential part of the libel. 

" We cannot difmifs this feiious and alarming lubjedl, 
without obferving, that this manoeuvre of our Miniflry 
** will make a deep impreifion upon the French Cabinet, 

** National Aflembly, and people in general. They will 
** not eaiily be led to believe, that Noorka Sound, on the 
** farther fide of North America, can be fuch an important 
“ obje£l to a people who have juft the other day fo tamely 
** furrendered up the whole Eallern fide of North America, 

** as to induce them to hazatd all upon fuch a new-difeo* 
vered, undefined, and almoft unknown land, lying, as 
** we may lay, at the back of the woild. I'hey will foo.ier 
** think that this armament is deftined againft Breft and 
** Toulon, than againft Cadiz and Banelona, upon fuch 
** grounds as are held out to public view; and notwith* 

“ Handing their prefent feeming disjointed ftate, they will 
** find ways and means to coalefce among themfelve^,’ I • as 
** to put the ftate machine in order, fo as to lend (oine effica* 
cious aid to their never-failing allies, the Spaniards.” 

To fay in that point, the King's Minifters had a«l^ed 
without policy, without prudence, or fpiiit, was undouht* 
ediy a liliel; and if thofe words were to be applied to the 
Ruilian bufinefs, it would be equally'a libel, becauie the 
perfon who wrote them could not in point of law have, juf- 
tified, and confequently mull neceflarily have been convided 
of a libel. But did any Member of that Houfe think that 
fuch a libel deferved fo fevere a punilhment? He was per- 
feAly perfuaded that no man would fay he did. The paper 
alfo ftated that the King's Minifters, by various declara- 
4 tions, fome of them in that Houfe, and fome of them out 
of it, had deluded the people and the country with refpedl to 
fuch armament. That was alfo a libel: and here again the 
printer could not have been permitted to juftify the truth of 
thefe afiertions, and therefore he mull have been convidled. 

In the degree of punilhment to be infflidled, they ought, 

Mr. F'ox laid, to take into confideration the prefent ftate of 
manners, and ftate of things; and if this had been done in 
the prefent cafe, John Luxford might have been fentenced to 
Vox.. XXIX. 3 M fome 
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fcNoe fbort imprifonment, or to pay fome fmall fine; bo|; 
tliat he ihould have been fentenced to be imprifoned for 
twelve pionths, and to ftand m the pillory^ was a ievere and 
inordinate judgement, compared with the degree df hi; 
guilt# 

Ha\ ing admitted tl at it was a libel againfl the Kiing’s 
Minifters, he had admit ed all that he thought nepeflary to 
be admitted on the ptef^.-'nt occadoii. Without paying any 
compliment to the gentlemen OjipoHte to him, in the pre- 
fent fiateof things, the mere faying they had ai^ed without 
policy, without prudence, and without fpiiit, would not, he 
was perfua 'ed, have induced them to puiiilh a man for a 
libel, or at lead not to hive puilued it to io great a length 
of pumfiiment. He did not think, that they themftlves 
would have thought, that it would have been ronfillent with 
the dignity of tlieir chaiadlers, to hive piolecutcd the 
print rat all; he ihoiUl have gut (led this and he 

thought he might ftite it tiom the thing itleU. There 
were# Mr, I’oxobftixed, in the infoimation againft Lux*- 
ford, other counts and othei itiuendos, hefi les that for a li¬ 
bel igainft the king’s. Minidcrs. Hei e he read the copy of 
the information, tin indictmenr, the opinion of the Judge, 
and fi.ially thu (en'-ence. He al'vays fpoke with great diffir 
denct when he fpoke on legal fubie‘ts, lie fiid, and he meant 
to do f> then, but he had tea' the information with all the 
attention lu wascapa^lecf g ving to uiiv luhiedl, and he 
muft declatu that it was d.awn m a way pufedlly unintelhr 
gi' le to him It might poiiiMy jppeai otherwife to pror 
feflional gentlemen. HeconcciVid the piopei way wa*. to 
fiate th>’ malice, the fediiious intent, or any other circum- 
fiances of that kmd, firft, and h htlieved he was fortified 
by the greaCift autlwiitu,, *n conceismg that inutndoes 
were only to he ukd as mitterof expl matiun, and not as 
matter of addition. 1 h force of tnuendo, he conceived, to 
be equal to the words ul ef, fulnet^ 01 to the Englifh word 
importing, which in his mind, expieJl'l it heft of all. Hp 
faid, it was very different to (peak with charnefs and per- 
fpicuity on the (uhjtifl, the woid mianing having a double 
fenfe. When he laid a woid meant (ooi Io, theie were two 
ways in which it might he t#.ken; it& fir ft lenie was when it 
was merely expl maiory of what went before, and was a true 
inuendo, a>>theK., meaning the King of ("reat Biitain, 8fc. 
Cadiz, and Baicelona, meaning Cadiz and Baicelona m 
Spain, &c —-1 lure was alfo another fenfe of the wordi 
meaning, which fignified purpofing, as when he faid he 
meant to do fuch a tiling to-moriow. This word he mull 
contend in all informations ought to be uled iji the fenfe of 
importing and not of purpofing. The third^ccunt in that 

informa- 
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informationf which was the material part of the charge, 
was, that which Hated it to be a libel, not on the King’s 
Mini At rs, but a hbel tending to piod'uce dangerous conle- 
quences to the country; that it would tend to alaiin the 
Kingfof France, and to Air up hoAihties between this coun¬ 
try and EieUice. 

Mr. Fox faid, he inuA here fpeak collateially a little of 
the mode in whicli libels were judged: h** in.iintaiMed that 
the Ailing up of the inuendos was tlie province of the jury, 
and aftei they were Ailed up, the tendency and confequences 
weif inferences of law ; and he tofik this to be the real ftate 
of the law; though it was by no means agreeable to his opi¬ 
nion of w hat It ought to be. If th s had been an inference^ 
a>.d not an ii.uendn, he conceived it would have been com¬ 
petent to arreA the judgement, becaufe a m aning had been 
put on the words which they would not hear. It was faid, 
the intention was to have excited the King of France fo and 
fo. This he contended was an inference not to be drawn 
fiom the text either in reafon or in law; and if there had 
been nothing m this libel but that, he had not the leaA doubt 
but that the judgement would have been areAed: it did not, 
thereAire, come into that Aiape as a legal inference. It was, 

Mr. Foxobfeived, matter of mateiial mifehief, and of ma¬ 
terial injuAice, to make that a tendency and an inference of 
fad! to convert it bv a double and unequivocal fenfe into ail 
inuendo. He faid he Aiould juA Aate to the Houfe the par¬ 
ticular tendency to wrhich he alluded, and then he would aik 
every gentleman in the Houfe whether it was not an in¬ 
ference, and not an inuendo ? Mr. Fox fli&wed in the cleareA 
and moA convincing manner, by reading particular parts of 
the information, tha'f he w<is juAiAed in Ins arguments. t 
From this he infeired, that they could not ufe as an inuendo 
the word meaning, when it could be conArued by the word 
purpoAng, but only where it could be explained by the word 
importing. The way in which the inhu mation had been 
drawn, left thp perfon who was the objedH of it, in perfe£k 
doubt how he was to defend himfelf agJinA it. He might 
beanfweied, Mr. Fox faid, that this was not an inuendo; it 
was a legal inference, of which the Court would judge; and 
the Court might afterwaids tell him this was not a legal in¬ 
ference, but that the jury had found it, and therefore it muft 
betaken as fadl in the recoid. In what Atuation, then, was 
the unhappy Luxford left? Was he to move an arreA of 
judgement ? No. He flmuld have advifed againA any fuch 
meafure. It would have been but of little confequence to 
him to have been'acquitted of the third count, when he muft 
be found guilty of a libel on the King’s MiniAers. Mr^ Fox 
faid, he was perfedly fure this mode of proceeding was in 
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the htgtieft dq|i«e iTipioperf and unfair. The inference 
ought td have been intheoutfet of the bufineft, an 4 
they had a right to a'-gue on the record; and he would ven* 
tutetoiay, if that had been allowed, and if the whole had 
turned upon that, and nothing tlfe, but that count m the 
intormarion, if it had b^eii afllited that this was an inuendo, 
and common fenfe reje< 5 led it ak fuch, if it had been put into 
able hands, judgement muft have been at relied. 

Having much conlidtred tlrs cafe, a variety of things, Mr. 
Fox laid, occulted to him to be fit to be done; and objedions 
at the fame time occui k d to almoll every one of them. He 
confidered how far he Ihould compla n, and when he came 
with any thing Iihe .1 complaint to the Houfe, he begged 
lea\e to fay how fai he mtaiit any thing againll the Court of 
King’s llench lie did not fuppofe that they h d adted from 
any motives of diiedt corruption, 01 from paity puipofes; 
If he had Tuppofedaiy thing of that foit in their minds, he 
Ihould have looked uhi tlier he had any means of proving it, 
and if he had, he fiiould not then have Ihrunk from the m* 
quiry ; but he was pcifcdlly convinced of ihe contrary. He 
conceived, iftlKie had been any thing wrong that they had 
done yet, it w u. fiom error, and from the difficulty of their 
fituation, as the law now flood on the fubjedl of libels. He 
therefoie was not going to move any thing which could be 
confliuid to he at all like a cenfiire on the condut^ of the 
Judges; but vis the meafure therefore, he would afk, to 
fieep^ Ought It to he fn? Was he tofl.ind by and confent, 
ho would not fiy, that an innocent man, but what was 
nearly the lame thing, that a gu)l^ man was to foffer much 
more than he defeived to (ufTer ^ Theie was, therefore, one 
view atleafl, in which 1 efliould have brought forward the 
bufinefs, and that was to move to prefent an humble addrefs 
to the King to pardon Luxford; but he had been told, how 
truly he knew not, tffat the moll fevere parts of the fentence 
were already done away, and therefore, perhaps an addrefs 
would be uftle^. Howevei, if he went into the Commit¬ 
tee, he fliould certainly move, that an addrefs be prefented 
to His Majifi}, to intieat His Majcfly to pardon JohnLux- 
ford. 

With regiid to opinions entertained in that Houfe, he 
knew, he f iid, that there were thole who maintained an opi¬ 
nion, that III order to preferve a pioper refpeA to Courts of 
Juflice m this ciuntiy, no man ihould interfeie in anything 
done thetein, lell it fhould be interpreted into an indire^ 
cenfuie, hut that if the Judges had committed any fault, an 
addrefs fliould be moved to His Majefly, to deprive them of 
their filuations, *1 hat opinion, hefaid, he conceived to be 
wholly unfounded^ and declared he would never confent to 

fuch 
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fach an addrefs agauift any Judgei nnlefs it ilina lor noto» 

I ious incapacity* or the ezercifing bis aathority tnaie animat 
If that were fo» how, Mr. Fox a^d, could it be maintained 
that they fliould allow innocent men to fufiTcr, and {lermit 
the guilty alone ver^ freqiielitly to efcape; and thofe who 
have committed trifling faults to be feveiely puniflied ? It 
would, perhaps, be faid, that thi^ ought not to interfere till 
they could prt^uce fome proof of perfonal iniquity; but 
whenever he conceived that Courts of Juftice a£led in any 
way fo as to pervert the principles on which they were found* 
ed, and to produce mifchievous efleds, he thought it was his 
duty (he declared he faid it without meaning any difrefpedfc 
to the Judges) to take their condo A into confideration, and 
to oblige them to apportion tlif^ir difcretion in the punifli- 
ment of crimes, as nearly as poflible to the oilence, in fuch 
manner as to make them be approved of by the juft, by being 
rcafonable, and by being fuch as the common fenfe of man¬ 
kind would commend. Mr. Fox faid, that when he had con- 
fidered the fuhjcft of this particular libel, he was led to con- 
fidcr the fiil)j''<ft of libels in general; thus, in tlie way of' 
inuendo and inference, he was led to conflder who were to 
be judges. If the jury were to he the judges of inuendos, it 
was contended that they ought not at luaft to be judges of in¬ 
ferences, bur that tliofe ftiould he referred to the Court. He 
confefled he faw no rational ground for fuch a diftindtion; for, 
in his opinion, if any plain man met on the jury, and was 
capable of Ailing up the inuendos, he was at leaft capable of 
drawing an inference of fad, of one fad from another. If 
a perfon maint.alned that fuch a libel excited the French 
againft Great Bi iiain, that was an inference of one fad from 
another fad, upon which a man could gather light from his 
own mind, but with refped to which, he could gather no 
light from all the law books in the world. To him, Mr. Fox 
faid, it appeared to be a flrange idcajH^hat a jury, although 
it could All up an inuendo, could not draw an inference of 
fad. This led him to conflder whether, where law and 
fad were mixed together, a jury could not judge of the law 
as well as the fad; and on this complicated huftnefs he 
fhould ftate his ideas tp the Houfe. He had looked into 
feveral books on thefubjed, and as the point had lieen handled 
in very modern times, he had begun with the inoft modem 
writers. He had looked as deeply into the fuhjed as it was 
poflible for him to do. He would not fay all that he thought, 
in the prefence of his honourable and learned t<icnd, on the 
fulled of his honourable and learned friend's fpeech in the 
cafe of the Dean of St. Afaph ; a fpeech fo eloquent, fo lu¬ 
minous, and fo convincing, that it wanted but in oppofltion 
to it, not a giant, but a man; not a pigmy, or a dwarf, bu( 
I fomething 
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HoMthlng like An adverlarj CjpaMe of coping with it. He 
fend) Ml. I ox fatd, endeaNOur<*d to find out if there was any 
migument (*n the other fide of the queilion; he was perfefliy 
sware, that in matters of law, as indeed in all other mat¬ 
ters, great authoi I ties were aiguments; but authoiitiis,>greAt 
M they might be, moft, he iaul, loine time oi oiliei, clafh 
with leafon, and if the authoiities were clear one way, and 
feafon .another, it would produce the greatift of all mikhiefs, 
for rralon muff tiumph, and the e^£t would he, that it 
would deAroy in future all reverence for authority, and 
would there foie do iwaj thit fptciesof aigument. 

OnthisfiiHjeft Mi. 1 ox obferved, theie weie not fmill 
{hades ofd ff rence of opinion only among tininent lawyers, 
but they dilFeied a'^cording to the common exprefiSon, iota 
taloi the < pinions of lome being diimetiically op polite to 
thole of others. It was the opinion of the Court of King's 
Bench, that the jurv were to And the /i lication, and inutn- 
dos, andf that the qutftion of intention was .afterwards com¬ 
pletely left to the Court; the Court were to confider it m 
the na'^ure of a Ipeciil \cidi6l. He found opinions m untam¬ 
ed direiflly thereverfe. He was, Mr. I ox laid, of opinion 
that many of the thugs ftitcd wee matters ot fufi; but 
whether they w ere mattei s of fafl oi law, where the general 
ifllie w 8 joined the jury muft confider fuchgtneial ifluc, 
and give a verdiift compounded of laft and law T hele 
opinions, Mr. 1 ox obferxeJ, weie not of modern dite; the 
£rA man he apprehended who llaud tint opinion, w.is a 
perfon of the name of John Lilnum, who immedntelv after 
the belie id mg of Chirles 1 . niul duiing the c\ift nee of the 
commonwealth, wis indidled for a tieafornhle piper. H,j 
expieffed himfelf, Mr. loxfiid, truly and properl} in prin^ 
ciple, though his words were coarfe and his phi ties homely. 
With regaid to his acquiral or condemnalirn, John Lillu in 
declared the jury were^I and every thing; thit thtjudjes 
were mere cyphers, and then duty w.is lolely to regifterthe 
vetdiflsof the jury. 'I he i^ply to John 1 ilhuin’s oufervi- 
tion, wasi Ipecimm, Mi. lox lemirk d, of the temper of 
the times and the difpofition of thofe diys; in aniwer to this, 
Judge Jetmyn, who pieAJed on tint occilion, faid, it was a 
damnable and hhfphemous herefy toe ill the judges cphris! 
Ltihurn, however, wns acquitted in Ipite of the ingei of the 
Judge, and in fpite of the influence of Ciomwell. I or a 
long period .nfter tint, Mt. 1 ox obferied, the buhnels had 
not bten c nfidered in the wiy he conlid-^rfd it, till of late 
years, and it (eemed ntlicr extraordinary that it h.nd fo hap¬ 
pened. Fc'e Mr Fox went through the law and pradice 
refpe^ng libels in the reigns of Cliailes II. James IT. and 
part that of Kangilliam. Fie would, he faid, Aatea 
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circumilatKe that was nther to he looked upon u a cqi* 
jedlurethao as a certainty; fioqithe reformation tili ibme 
years after the revolution, th6 jury had only to conGder 
whether fuch a thing was publifl'ed with or without a licence* 
if It v^as pubhihed without a licence, it w uld conGitutea 
crimes and the Court afterwards conhdered the malignity of 
the clFenc^. He hoptd it would nbe legau’ed .is cavilling 
on the iubjecl, to dtclare cx vi t rmnio^um, that it appealed a 
lolecifin to lay that to n general ilHie joined, a Special virdiiEt 
ihould be given; it was obvious that the jury mult give a 
geneial verdict accoiding to the genei il ilhie. It leemed 
ftrange to him, Mr. loxlud, to be told, wIen he was ac- 
cufed of leditioufly writing a libel, t’at he ought to plead 
generally, 'i ht law laid, you might p'eul the general iflue 
of not guilty. The general ifiuec f not gMilt> w is plradeJ* 

* bicau^e in order to any one b ing g I’t}, it n i It he prove! 
that a libel was written, and wiirttn by luch a pet Ton. A 
gieatdtal of ftiels was to be laid on the woul guilty. He 
dill not, Mi.lox dtclaied, compnlienil on u’jit principle 
, the law of 1 nglaiul, with all its lih'^iah^^ and jufiice, 
could pionounci any man guilty without picvu us inquiry 
intohis Fuilt. If any book had been w i i»tf n, and the author 
had been indidled, he was pronounetd guilts, I L.fore theie 
was the leaG guilt pi OMil. (nut, he CMititukd, mull lie 
pioved before it could be iiifeitid. Men wtie not to be 
convidledon the woid guilty, and after tlie woid guilty was 
pronounced by the law, as it at pielent Good, it weie to be 
determined wheth r the v iiting was culpable or meritorious* 
!By going on fiithcr, inaiguintni lujgeilrJ itlelf to him, 
w^ch he cone ive I to be i rfcClly conclulise on the fubje^l, 
anXthe Grength of which was univerlaJly ackiiowb dg-d by 
ali/oit esety {uJge; by Lord Riunond, Mi. |uGice Le^ 
E^l MinsfitId, and Mi. J. llullt r, with many of whom he* 
diGelfed, VI/ that it w is m thtpowi i ofjthe juiy to Gnd, not 
guilty. He was not, Mr. 1 ov laid, ignorant that power 
and r\!;ht were n.it conycr^lde Urms. hut it a power were 
vefted in^any peilon, it was luitlv mernt to he exercifed. 
Mr Fox meniioned Mi. jiiGice AGihuiil, who, in (peaking 
•tjfright and power, ohfeivtd, with refpe<£l to powei, that a 
b ghwayman has the power to* rob you, though the deed be 
a crime againG Divmc and human laws. Mr. i ex conceived 
there was a power vtGed m the jury to judge of law and faff, 
as often as they weie unittd; ai.d if the jury were not to be 
underGood to have a r'ght to txeicile that powei, the con- 
Gitution would never base entiiiGid them with it. That 
the conGitution Giould have entiuGcd to the jury a power 
which was never to havq been exerciled, was, he declared* 
beyond lus comprehenGon. He thought it proper to attend 
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to the few arguments which he ^od on the other fide of # 
the qoefiion, and which all went on grounds that ftruck his 
mind as different from this. He could not view the law and 
fad in any other light, as feparate, but as a confuilon of 
ideas in thofe who granted the firft principle, quefiionem 
fa£li »0ii refpondent judhes ; ad quejlioncm Ugh noa rejpondcnt 
juratores, • 

Mr. Fox begged leave to enquire into this a little: when 
a man was accuTed of murder, a crime conCfting of law and 
fa^, the jury every day found a verdidtof guilty; the jury 
felt themfelves, in that cafe, bound to judge both the law and 
the fa<Et. How, Mr. Fox aiked, did they do this ^ By the 
advice of the Judges. Here again, he laid, without cavil* 
ling about words, it was fair to infer, that the Judge who 
advifed the jury, adviled them only in cafes where they had 
jurifdi^lton. If the jurlfdiiSlion had been in the Court, and 
not at all in the jury, the Judge would hive prevented the 
latter from afling altogetlier, and would have taken the ju« 
rifdidlion to himfelf, but they knew it was the province of 
the jury to judge of law and fa£l; and this was the cafe not 
of murder only, but of felony, high treafon, and of every 
other criminal indi^Slroent. Liliels weie the only exception, 
the fingle anomaly, and it it were fo, it was a great one in¬ 
deed. When he turned his thoughts towards the decilions 
of Lord Mansfield, and it was with all the refpeiSl and reve* 
rence due to his chara£ler, his dodlrine on libels amounted 
to this: toconfider a verdidf on the cafe of a libel in the na¬ 
ture of a fpecial vsidiiSl. In that cafe, therefore, the juiy, 
Mr. Fox faid, were compelled to give a fpecial verdiA, whic^ 
ought to be always matter of choice ; but on this they w'.e 
not left to their choice. There was a very matetiil differe <ce 
between a fpecial verdifl, in the cafe of a libel, and otl er 
fpecial verdi^ls. In the latter cafe, the Court muff, he ch- 
ferved, give its opinion with regard to the law, but in fpe- 
cial verdi£t for a libel, no fuch thing took place, and .here 
was no neceffity for the Court to give any opinion, unlefs a 
motion was made in arreft of judgement. On a fpecia! ver- 
di£l, in the cafe of a libel, judgement followed, unlefs a mo¬ 
tion was made to arreff the judgement; whereas they conlcl 
not do fo in cafes of murder, or of felony; in fadl, they 
could not do fo in any other cafe whatever. Without any 
declaration from the Court or jury, judgement, it had bten 
held, (hould follow; and in cafes of libels, if what Lord 
Mansfield faid were true, it did follow. The jury found the 
publication and inuendos, and yet what, faid Mr. Fox, had 
been proved againft the defendant ^ Nothing. AH that ap¬ 
peared was, that a man ^ had written ar book which might be, 
perhaps, innocent, perhaps meritorious: the Court had pafiM 

no 
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no judgement upon it: the jury had given no verdiiS in it; 
but though no guilt had betn proved, yet as a motion had 
not been made m at reft of judgement, he muft be punilhrd 
as a libeller. 

Was it, Mr. Fox afked, agreealde to the law of England, 
that the ihould lie on the perfon accuffd, to pro\e his 
innocence,* and not on thofe who .icruirtl him, to prove his 
guilt? The arguments on this fubie*ft wcie chiefly drassn 
From authorities, and if the lloufe thought it worth their 
while to go into a Committee, they would find thofe autho¬ 
rities extremely inconclufive. Mr. T'ox contmded, that if 
the lury hnd no jurildirtion ovci li!>e's, the Couniel became 
libellers for fpeAing before a tribunal winch bad no junfdic- 
tion; then eloquent fpeeches to heighten the cnoimityof 
the libel charged, on the one hand, and then exculpatory ha- 
langues in favour of the delinquent on the otlici, were not 
only needlefs hut improper. If the Court were found in their 
law, they would net, he faid, permit fuch pieces of eloquence 
to he delivered. In the ca!e of the King aguiift the Dean of 
St. Afaph, the Judge ftated, tint he luffered it, in order to 
fatisfy the minds of Aanders by. hen a jury was in a 
Court of Ju A ice, in ordci to enqa »c into the innocence or 
guilt ot a man, and they did not enquiie into the ciimmality 
athll, but onU enquited into the f.vft of pulihration, the 
Counfel get up to Ipeak on one fide ot the qutft on; and as 
Vthat was an irregularity, the Counfel on the otlwi fide muft 

K ed with an anfwcr; and thus, one irregularity was 
daftci another, as was fometimes the cile in tint 
Could he believe that Loid Mansfield, whofc m- 
a judge no man would difprrte, Aiould fall intoopi- 
little fitting his high fituation, and his dignified chi- 
hlis LordAiip had, Mr. 1 ox oblened, got into % 
W'hich there was no dcfendinir, without departing 
t metkpefs of heait lo pfculiar to his Loidfhip. 
s lome ftiadc of difference, eeitainly, in the argu- 
ven tint noble Earl and liis colleagues. He had, 
faid, laid it down thioughout, that it was unne- 
r_eM rv to prove malice: at the fame time he agreed, that 
thrdefendant, if he biing iny witnelfes oi evidence to rebut 
the prefumption of guilt which lay .igainft him, might pro¬ 
duce fuch witnelfes or evidence, and on that the jury would 
form their judgement. Mr. Vox wiAied this to beconfideied 
a little; he could not help faying tlut theie appeared to he 
fomething of confufion in the noble Lari’s ideas of that fub- 
jifl. He did not want proof of the malice, for the publica¬ 
tion would be fufficicnt ground to infei malice or not. In 
cafe of murder, a man might fav, he did not want any proof 
of malice, hecaufe the faift fpoke the malice ; but tlien, let 
VoL. XXIX. 3 N the 
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the reafon be dated why proof of malice was not nectflary 
the fa€l was, that proof of malice wan not wanted, bccauie it 
was evident that it did exift Whit, Mi. Fox nfked, was 
the cife of libels ^ No proot was deemed neceflaiy, but the 
haie public non wa< taken to be fuiHcient proof. He fhould, 
he faid, iliudnte, as well as he could, the policy and Icga- 
1 ty ot bringing evidenc® to rebut a ptefumption drawn from 
tins circumiHnce. A pr< lumption was not a thing diihnffc 
from proof, but \va% alp cus ot proof, of proof inconclulive, 
till tlia c{ ntiary wis elliMifhed. The noble Lord might 
heir whai he pleated to rtbut this. If th'^ jury could hear 
tbf evidence, they muft judge of the evidence; they mufl: 
include a jud'^cment on tnr piefumption ; and th y mud do 
that by weighing the pretumption mdevid nee, and by com- 
patII g the one with the oih-r; ind thcrefoie, the moment 
that It was admitt dtint th»v could bung evidence to rtbut 
the original piefumpt on, they mud judge of tint preturap- 
tton ; for they cm oidv judj;** of the evid nee, b\ compinng 
It With the pr.,lumption. It, Mr. I ox faid, he wcie of opi¬ 
nion that the ji'iy could not judge of the innocence or guilt 
ot a paper, he ihould tell them, they had i otliing to do 
with It 

I he’e was anothci part of the do£lnno of the noble Lord, 
(I ord Mansh Id) whidi i pi iri-d to him di mg'* and unat 
com ^abl . It w is adii i tid not only in calcs where thee 
weie iiiucndos, but wh» it i hbtl wis fjppofid to be with ) it 
an in'iriuc, lul where ilie woids vvte all pi in , it w is ad 
initted, tbit if a pait of a willing was liStllu , i id an 
otliei pait not li* ellons, they hid i light to I ring the whole 
b( fore the ji rv m ov ulence Mr. 1 ox alktd, r n wliat pri*. 
ciplt tliw |irv were to lo k at the whole, but tb it they inipit 
know whether tl t pijei w as 1 odious oi not ? If tin jary 
bad nothing to do v.itli tlr guilt or innocence of the papfr, 
but were only to gi e a vcrdid on the publica*^ion, it w^,d 
be p<“rfe< 5 \ly idle and iidiculous to Iiy tiie whole of tliCjevi- 
dence before the ,uiv. who, as Lord Raymond empbatjcally 
extsrtfltd himldt, “ hid noilnng to do with it.” a e ad- 
iir nioris muk on tl a fi leof the queftiori, appeared to .J^cw 
Its we ikntls, and no hing lemained to be confidered hut, .. 
thority, and that nutlKiity he fhould confider as Ihoitly as 
poffible Mr. r ox heie co rlide red the opinion of Lord Holt, 
in the cafe of the King againft Vere l^ord Holt, and two 
or three of the other Judges, did exprefUv declare their opi¬ 
nion on the ground ot lire jury havin':; found ftandittote et 
mahtiejci they thought the vtidnfl: ought not to be arrelled. 
Tn the cafe of the King againfl 1 ouchin, the opinion of 
Lord Holt was dire£ily the revsrfe of what it was in the for¬ 
mer cafes, and he left the criminality generally to the jury. 
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In I73i» in the time of Lord Raymond, the prefent dq<^rine 
of libels was introduced. But although this do£liii>e had 
been univcrfaily held dunng fixty years, he hoped no man 
Would contend that it ought to be law. Jnd'*ed that principle 
of law wa' io ahfutd, fo vicious, 1 > untenable, and io impof- 
fible to Ikold conlilli’inly, th.it in the practice t f this reign, 
and cfpecially in the piaiflice («f l.ord iXiansflLl.l himfelf, it 
was not adlit red to. In the cafe of the King againfl Wood- 
f.ill, thepimciph w.rllightly touched upon; but inthecife 
of the King .igainll Home, there was a coinple e acknow¬ 
ledgment ot theaigiiments of Ins loam* d frie id (X i. Ltll.ine) 
whom he had th> hunout to follow in that phiee. lie faid, 
he had the notes on this Is fiom otheis, and he entei- 

taiiud not a doubt but tli t ih v stcie con tlioi’gh he 
would not voMch f ir tlieii authtn^ ify. Mi, 1 ox then i* ad a 
long extiafl < f the iMinming vp of I cid M.i' '• i Io, at Ciuild- 
1 ail. III the calc ot the King agu'.fi lioiiie; Loid MaiohilJ 
had at th.it time iai , th.it it \sas a ina tir T i iln |iidgemeiit 
of thf juiy, and that iluv we'i. cideon the cniiiiiiality. 
Tilde wtit neaily his vioid>: *• \ in* will jaJge whet'ei it 
conveys a liarmltfs, iiinoccnt prop lition, foi the good iiid 
“ welfare of this kingdom, the Inppoit of ilie kgiflative < lo- 
** icmmeiit, and the King’s auilionty, rcci’rdiiig to law ; 
“ or whethei it is not diiiyii’g tlie f jovemnvnt and Lgilhi- 
tive authoiity cfriiglaiui, and jullifjing t!i* iVi inic.in , 
“ &c.; .md if It was iiiteiuled totonsiv tliit treaiung, tb“ie 
' cm he htlle douht whether that is an .nia £n,iKnt ol the 
^ “ fjovtinniei t, and of the Ho 'ps einployi.d by them oi not. 

I lliat IS a ni.ittti foi youi iudgement. You will judge 
e meaning of it; you will judge of the fuhje^f to which 
applied, and if it is a ctiiniii.ii an.iip*iii'cn( of tbife 
I's, .uSling under the ordtis of 'he offic* i' e iiploycd by 
jovcinineiit of this coumrv, you will find youi vci- 
one way; hut if you aieof opinion that the contefl 
reduce innocent fubjeiTs to flaxeiy, and that they 
all inutdeled, why then you may foim a diftirent 
luHon with legatd to the nieanjng and application of 
papei.” 'I'his deiclrinc was coinpleiely deined in the 
cafe of the King and Shipley. If thefe account*', laid Mr. Fox, 
were coiiedt, that great and rclpcdlahle .'iiithontv, Loid 
Mansfield, was not ptifedlly confillent with hinifelf. Tii the 
cafe of the King againft Horne, they were to confiJer the 
publication, and from the n.-ituie of it, and alfo fiom other 
circumftaiiccs, to infei the intent of the perfon accufed. 
jS*o gentleman could iuppofe that he me.int to lower that 
great and lefpedlable man; but he could not, Mr. F'ox faid, 
do juftice to the fubjedl without ftating the inconfiftencies he 
hael enumeiated. It was not with .i view to diminiAi the 

3 N 2 lefpedt 
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Mr. Fox faiil, although he had been able to fhew to the 
Iloufe, that the law of libels was contiary to the original 
]>iinciples of hw, and dangerous to the conffitution, yet 
vs hen he svouUl fuggeil a leinedy foi thefe evils, he found 
liimfelf iMcapJde of doing it, without the aHllfance of the 
Houfe. It the Commiffet were cleai as to toe daw on the 
luhjc'f^ he thoiK lit then v\ krt and moft pioptr mea ure 
would he toeiii 1 a d claiato»y law rclpefl'i i, it. If the 
C Oinmittee weierf cpi non thit the high authoiiries on the 
othei fide of thequellion, mad»* the law d^uhItul, tiny might 
futtle the law mu n th< I ihjedt in futui , wi hoiit anv regaid 
to what It hid been in t«me pill. l\t il Ik (tiiiniir.d the 
fuhje^l of hbi-L, \Ii. 1 o\ laid, he would rulitih ihiir me¬ 
mo les with what he Ini fa>d oa Ipccnl vciditMs; and whit 
he fa'd on th.it luhjedl, he declaied lu d>d not 1 ly without 
mature confideratiou. 'j he Couit aS that all veididls 

Oil Idnls wete of the nature of Ipcciil viidiMs; and vet he 
\.as ipfottned, on good authoiity, th. t 't ant iht 1 kin 1 of fpe- 
tud \crdi6t, VI/. the veidnSf piop ly 1 > ih nnunmt d, weic 
given, 1 would not .mlati the } Lipilt If a I'^jioit of fpe- 
(lal \ id i^t was made, wiihout tho woi 1 ‘ guiltv,’ no ud^o 
meiit could follow ; they wne, thei't*'! , only dectivmg 
llieiuiv. All thn, Ml I ox f i h had I c n vtiy fudy Aated 
in the cafe of the King . nd the Dt* n of ti. Aliph, and af- 
foit’el a verv ftrong argument lot ilu I Ue v ii cli he Inl tl- 
poufed. lie connndtd, thcicfore, tint 11 >'l tales of libel'■ 
the |ur> fliould he peiinitted Ingivt a g( icril vtidnSf, audit, 
judge (f the intention, as w 11 as of the puhlication. 

Kir. 1 ox having fmilhed tin luh]e« 5 l of lihtls, will 
call the attention of flit I'oule to .lu^'lni lubjefl of v^ 
,gi€at im v'ltinie; ’ ur tins, It Ind, la r**''ihldo in asc%^ 
cile a n .•’iitici as pofhhle J,y a ftitite of Q ir«.n Anne^^ 
iegula*w g [rocenh'igs by ^uo ’ivunanto, evt y corpt 
might infirm Inmf h tjf the corporate lituation of ^ny^^ 
gels of tlie lime horongh. Any private 10.111 miaV 
nis aj plication, and, atcoi'hng to i hi^u 0| ir ion, the 
lias a ddcrelionai V powci of granting rr rtfuling it, as\ 
th nk lit. Anothtr opinion on the luhjktff was, that^the 
r’oait hid no Inch diltittion; tlit former opinion, however, 
\»asihi heft. T he Attorney C 'PULI al might alio, ofhisown 
aithoiity, move f *1 iidormarKins, in the iniineof qi 0 uar^ 
ifiiiiOf as well as oiWis, Tht Court of King’s J’tnth had 
endeavouied to lay uown a rule to guide ilitii dilcretion; 
Loid Maiioftthl h.it! laid down twenty yeais ns the fpace of 
time after winch, in no cafes, applications ftmnld be made 
to diftuib men in their franchilcs; and even within that time 
the Coutt very frequently ufufed fnch applications; but 
about two terms ago, the Coutt of King’s JJench had gteatly 

lliortened 
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fhortencd the period witliin which people might apply for 
^uch informations. 1 hey had detei mined if a n an h.d ei - 
joyed hi& fiincliifts without interruption hi ll e (jiate of fx; 
ye-iis, heflionld nevei hec.illed upon afiei tint ptiud. Mr. 
j OK wiihed to l.iy a vfi) ttw words on the \ ildom of tins 
ngulalion. Fe ll ought the rule ought only to have hefii 
prolpfftive iiid not ictrt fpe^hve. 1 he C ourt ll ould have 
given notice ot then 11 tended rule fome ’^imehito eit htgm 
tooperate, hcciufc people knowing tl at the hw allowed 
them twenty yeir , ulu lly thought thev had'ibvnd.ince of 
time, *'nd tlu ithie lay by. ihisviasnut only unfair, but 
it was uii] ill. 

Theie was anothci very fetious view in winch 1 e fa'd the 
fuhjtiSl might be tal en into ronfidei ition. '1 hit Houfe, as 

V ijjil int guardiaii'^ of tl r conllitution, ought to w itch agamll ‘ 
.11 polfil le in'i ids The Attornev (uiienl, as a'ready 
Hiti h could o^ a ihonty move fir infotmitions. Private 
lubinTls wtrt CO hiud, within li\ \ irs; tlic t.mg’s Attor-* 
ney Cienei ll, luwcvti, wis fu‘j eUd to no Inch inconve- 
iiici c % being whf llv unhmitttd 11 p in^ot iimo. It ilways 
Inppfncd, tint tlu Kng’s MiniA »s \ eit moic 01 Kfscon- 
ttrned m tlftlu ns; and, conlttjU nilv, tit Attornev Crene- 

t ll might iio\( lor igieit miny infoin i ions igiinft thole 

V ho W( tr not fru ndly to 11 n 01 1 is II e utes. A.s the law 
Ittou Aittd, th s was at»cndid w it 1 no inconv 1 it.iec, be- 
cuile if \. moved ig n A P’s th <floi<, 1 > nnht mr/e n his 
t iin agiinfl the ehtf ora of !> it hv tlit liA lule ot the 
( ouit of king’s htnih, piivatc run wen grea'lv cramind 
endconliifd, whcie s the Attofn v (jt i i il, on the put 

c f tlu Km;, might movt it any tint, a ul hence the mixm 
ivitUlutn U'njus ram it tc^i, C’oi; or.»tors after lx yea s, 
lab ijui A (Vtiv mm but the l.ii g, fo long as tluy 
m^iiilid tlu ir fi mr m s in a w ly not luiitful to thcintiti.A 
lunNlis kiig; lilt it th v w M to eviuilc ih^'ir jiivil ges 
provm iivtoth i itfu As ol the Ciown, tlu King’s Att'»iiiey 
Mr. Val nug It come .uul t.iki tlu 11 t.iuhil-' Irotn them, 
whici? ivlr 1 o\ 1 lul, \v IS in imtiut I aUlttond weight to 
vi/.^uiogitive of the Crown, ind luieht pro l ixtiemr’y 
••Jligtrous to the liberty ot tlie piopit. I he uiicdy he 
nj aiif to pTopole, appcired to him to he pcift£lly uncxcep- 
tionahle. He thought theie ought to he a Aatutc, rcgulat« 
ing the conduct ot the King’s Dimh, with it gird to the 
gi lilting of Inch infirm i loiis, and giving elm hie colls m 
cafes of fiivolous ipphcdtions. lie coiilid red it as highly 
inconvenient, that the luieof luiiit non rf the King’s Ilencli 
did not exceed the U ngth of i Paili iment, and he wilhed it, 
for obvious Ieafons, to extend to eight or^nnie years. He 
farther thought, that th pivti..fthe \i»orpey C.eneial, in 

thie 



parliamentary a. I79r. 

this rerpetf^, (hould betalenaway, or at leaR afcertained; 
and that the Crown and the lubjef): (hould ftand precifely 
upon a Wei. hrlt. Foxfaid, he had ftated all the matter 
* that occurred to him as the ground for going into a 

mittce. If any gentleman had .1 ly additional grounds, he 
could wifli him to Ante them. 

Mr Fox proceeded to oblerve, tbit there was, on the 
fubje^ of libels, one gioat and popular topic, which he had 
omitted, without haMng faidany thing upon it. He declared 
he hnd not fotgotten it, h n hid puipoMy omitted it. It 
was 1 queftinn th it had been much cinvafled in the world, 
VI/ thedodlnne thit tiuth was not only not a juflification, 
but a libel was more a libel becaufe it «is true. With refpcifi 
to this quellioii, he Ihould not meddle with it, Iiccaufe he 
conceived it to be a mod difficult quellion. To fiythat 
truth was not fometimes 1 juflification, would beveiy ex¬ 
traordinary indeed; and yet there certainly weie cafes m 
which truth would not be a juflification hut an aggrivation. 
Suppofe, formflance, a man had any perfonil defcdl 01 mis¬ 
fortune, any thing difigreeible about his body, or was unfor¬ 
tunate m an^ of his rrlition% and that any perf n went 
about expofii g him on thofe accounts, for the inirpofe of 
milice, and that all thefe evils were da} after day hi ought 
forward, to make a man\ life unhappy to himfcif, and tend¬ 
ing to hold him out as the objc6l of undeferved contempt 
dnd ridicule to the world, which was too apt to confiiler in¬ 
dividuals ns contemptible foi their misfortunes, rather than 
odious for then crimes and vices ^ Would any man tell him, 
that in caies of that fort, the truth was not rather an aggr 
vation ? On the other hand, m queflions lelating to pul^ 
men; verity, with refpe^ to public meafures, ought 
held to be a complete juflificition of a libel, if it could 
called a libel m that fltu ition. Mr. 1 ox faid farther, 
if any man had flated any thing that was of great import^''j^gjlj 
upon Its being taken anfifs by another, the truth of it^j^{ 
could be proved, was not only a mitigation, but,w ^ 
mind, a complete juflification. He would afk, ther^ 
how long were they to he negligent about the rights of jui 
It behoved the Houie to be anxious to efcablifh *thofe rights, 
and by that means to ffctire the libertjr of the prefs. He 
conceived, that the befl way would be, to permit every de¬ 
fendant to prove thetiuth of a libel, if he thought proper^ 
and then to confider what effe€k that ought to have, whe¬ 
ther It amounted to a juflification or otherwife, and to let it 
affiefl the judgement either way in proportion. He^/dnotf 
however, mean to bring this forward, unlefs it met with 
the general concurrence of the Houfe. God knew what he 
had ventured to bring forward was much beyond his flrength. 
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ind he fliould not luTebrotigliVNt forward) !f he had wel 
thought it a duty which he owed to the public^ and the 
more particelarly at this time) when it was the fofliioa to go 
into diicufliont on the theory of the co&^totion for Yarieilt 
pnrppfes. 

Mr. Fox faid, they ought to confider the main fpring 
upon which the conftitntion turned. They all knew there 
were two or three gieat fpringaupon which it turned, and 
it was the indifpenubie duty of that Houfe) as far as it could) 
to keep thofe fprings in perfed flrength and vigour. He 
thought he faw, amidft all the minuter partS) the two moft 
important of thefe main fprings, viz. the reprefentatton of 
the people through the medium of that Houie, and the juri¬ 
dical power of the pcopie through the medium of juries ; 
and It appeared to him, that even although the other parts of 
the fyftem fell into difordef) yet, if thefe mam fprings were 
preferred in full vigour, the reft might be repaired ; but if 
thefe two fprings gave way, all the reft muft fall completely 
to deftrudlioii. Mr. Fox declared, that he had always con* 
(Idered the powers and privileges of that Houle to be that 
part of the conftitution which they were obliged to watch 
over, and obliged to maintain. Another thing ofinftnite 
importance was the right of the trial by jury. This, he faid) 
could not be complete, unlefs, in every ciimlnal cafe, where 
the law and fad nere mixed, the jury were the judges; 
and unlefs the intention was to be dwided by the jury, and 
not by men who could only judge by means of books, and 
many fubtleties and diftinnions, but could never find out 
the heart of roan, and diftinguilli between his adlions. 

. Mr. Fox begged that he might not be told by any gentle¬ 
man, ** you have done much right and much wrong, but on 
** account of what is wrong you lhall not obtain what it 

A good.** He faid, he was willing to take one half) 
t fourth) or any thing that he could get, rather than lorn 
the whole. He thought be had done his duty in bringing 
forward the bufinefs) and he hoped there would be a majority 
for J[oiifg into the Committee. Mr. Fox here took notice 
fimtlar motion that had been brought forward in tiie 
Toule of Commons fbme years ago by that found conftitu- 
tional Lawyer, Mr. Serjeant Glynn, who had brought for¬ 
ward the fubjedl in a more mafterly and Icientific manner, 
than he was able to do. He confefled he had been one of 
thofe who voted againft that motion, which war rgeAed on 
account of certain doubts that were entertained concerning it» 
and a fear that it might weaken foe authority of the Court 
of King’s Bench, &c. but upon relledion he now thought 
his reafonshad been weak and illfisunded. In the cafe of the 
King againft Topham, Mr. Fox faid, there was fome joolour 
VoL. XXIX. $0 fet 
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iim Chief jfiAlice agtim^ with him* Oa tlit prefent 
eMheafian, he wj» glad to grafp at any thing; and the Houfe 
laaft now fpeak out plainly, and fay whether they meant to 
jconfirm the rights*of juries, or to vote againft the rights of 
juries, and to add the weight of Parliament to the weight of 
the Court ofKing*s Bench. Mr. P'ox declared, before he 
iat down, that he had intended to bring forward this buAnefs 
in tlie courfe oflhe laft Parliament, but had been' prevented 
by other bufinefs; and another confideration for his defer¬ 
ring it, was, the expe^ation and hope of his having the able 
afliftanceof his honourable and learned friend, (Mr. Erlkine) 
an expedfation and hope in which he had not been difappointed* 
His honourable and learned friend would now have an op¬ 
portunity to crown the work which he had fo nobly begun, 
and give his fandlion to an adl of Parliament to infure to his 
country, and topofteiity, the real exiflence of thofe rights 
and privileges, the theory of which he had formerly defended 
io eloquently, fo ably, and, in point of reafon, fo triumph¬ 
antly, though in point of event, unfortunately and unfuccefs* 
fully. 

. Mr. Fox concluded his fpeech with moving, ** That the 
Grand Committee of Courts of Juftice do At on Tuef- 
day next.” 

IHr. Mr. inridiigto fecond Mr. Fox’s motion, do- 

Eiikine. dared his inability fully to exprefs the gratitude which lie, 
as one of the public, felt to the light honourable gentleman 
who ha i juft iat down, for this inftance of the many endea¬ 
vours which he had made to ellablifh the principles of the 
coiiAitution upon tlieir true bails, and to promote the heft 
j'ntereAs of the country. The panegyric which had been 
made on the arguments that he had brought forward on a 
former occafion, muA indeed lofe much of its force, when 
tljoft were compared with the arguments which had no^ 
been advanced, in a fpeech, not more to be admired for 
fplendour of its eloquence, than for the wonderful order and' 
anangementof its parts, tile Arong proof of accurate /le- 
mory that it evinc^, the forcible manner in which tlfirtSund 
cohAitutional principles it contained, had been Aated, 
iinpteAed on the minds of all who lie.ird it. Having premiQ^ 
this, Mr. Erfkine obfeived that th^objedts of the prefent 
motion were two: ArA, the pradlice of the Courts with re¬ 
gard to libels; and fecondly, the informatioiU>y wai rant»» 
The motion, lie truAed, would be unanimouAy adopted, 
from the declaration of his right honourable friend, tliat 
whatever might be the opinion of gentlemen, with regard to 
a particular proffecution, he truAed it would not interfere 
with their fenfe of the neceffity of attending to the great and 
general cdijedL Nothing was fo well calculated to prove 

how 
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ho«r mucli this unanimity might be expefiecl, an thedreum- 
ilance, that, though he difiered with his light honourable 
friend with regard to the particular profecutioni he now rofe 
to fecond his motion. He meant, however, likewife, to 
diiFer'in his mode of treating the fubjed. His right honour¬ 
able friend.had taken it analytically; he meant to take it 
the other way, and inileadof leafoning from any particular 
cafe to the oiiginJl caufes, to begin fiom the origin, and 
then trace it in its elfeifls 1 he politions with which he 
would fet out were, 

ift. That the hw of libels was repugnant to the princi¬ 
ples, and niconHllent with the praSice, of criminal ju- 
llice. 

sdly. That it cramped the liberty of the prefs, promoted 
its licentioufnefs, and brought our moil valuable privilege of 
juries into continual d inger. 

3 dly, *1 hat the cmI was in its prefent ilage incura¬ 
ble. 

Laftly, that the fuhjeil was too co'nplic'‘ted for any indi¬ 
vidual to hi ing in a bill which ihould fully anfwer the pur- 
puies piopofed, and required immediately the inteifeienceof 
ihe Houler 

Mr. EHkine fiul, he ihould beg to enter his proteil, m 
what he was going to lay, againil any idea of conveying 
blame orctnfure on the condud of any of the Judges. So 
far was he from entertaining any intention of this iort, that 
he w'ls convinced, that if his Mijelly ihould place him in 
the fame ftuation, he could not, coniiilently with the con- 
ilitutiob, adopt any other line of condudl, than that which 
was puifuedby them. 

Libels, he ohferved, might be divided into three clafles. 

1 il Tliol^irhich we* e fubjedls of civil a6lion, as thofe which • 
a<fetltd lives, pzoperty, liberty, or which occaiioned any 
adlual damage, adly, 1 hofe which were puniihable by in- 
didnimt; which included all that might any way diilurb 
the pi^Jic*peace. 1 he thud clafs took in thofe libels which 
were ot moil important confideration, particularly all thofe 
whThhadu tendency to fow fedition. The law of libels, 
by civil adlions, he faid, was as ancient as the law itfelf. 
Reputation ought to be fecured by law. A good name was 
a propel ty not lefs valuable than an eilate; and which, in 
cafe of any mjuiy, ought equally to admit the means of re- 
drefs. The Judges, ho doubt, weiethe depoiitanes of law' 
In matters of property. But what had a tendency to under¬ 
mine and utterly deftroy the conilitution, was the circum- 
ilance of confounding crimes with civil adlions. It was 
this circumilance, Mr. £ijOt.ine obferved, which brbught into 
hazard our moll invaluable privilege of jiineS| a part of the 

30a coil- 
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mfiitntlcm which ought to be looked on with the moft pecu* 
liar reverence. The jury he regarded a« the Commone 
Houfe of the judicial fyAem, as afioiding that fafq^uard to 
the people, which excluded the encroachments of power, and 
the injui les of oppreiCon. Government, it was well known, 
was now to be fupported upon the foundation of reafon. It 
derived its facred nature from the advantages wliich it pro¬ 
duced to Its fuhjeiSls, and maintained its «uihority from the 
blefiings which were enjoyed under its adminiftration. The 
snon.ucbv of Great Bruain, faid Mr Erlkine, for which no 
man could entertain a higher lefpedl than he did, would not 
exiftone hour, if the Tpn it of the enquiry of his right honour¬ 
able friend was nr t adopted. Yet this monarchy he would 
wilh to be immortal. It poilelTed all the fpt.edy execution 
of the mofl ahfolute monarchy, while the freedom of the 
mod perfefl democracy was fecured by the reprelentation of 
the people in the Houfe of Commons, and the trial by juries. 
The grand and petty juries were placed as a protedlion be¬ 
tween the CrowQ and the people; and were it not for the 
intermediate fecurity which they alTorded, the power of the 
Crown would cruiiible into dun the liberties of the people. 
Yet he could prove, that the trial by jury did not exift in 
thefe cafes which a(lb£led the liberty of the prefs; by which 
opinions were communicated, information extended, and 
em€ls produced, of the greateA magnitude, in any feafon of 
national alarm and danger. The conftitution, continued he, 
made a difference between civil and criminal cafes. Hut here 
was the mifery of that pradlice, which he was now to ftate. 
A learned Judge had alledged, that they were en itled to ap¬ 
ply the fame rules in both cafes. But in order to fhow the 
power that was given to the Judges in a civil cafe, it was 
entered upon the record; and they afterwards were entitled, 
if it fheuld not meet with their approbation, to let afide the 
verdidl of the jury. But in a criminal cafe though it wae 
Bated upon the record, it was neceBary to aik leave of the 
people, and the jury, if they pleaied, might throB^^ the 
bill. The difference was, that in the one inffanee it tramo 
from the authority of the Court, and in the other from^he 
authority of the people. To diminifh the privileges df joiiee, 
Mr Erfkine faid, was to throw away the only fecurity which 
the people at prefent poffbff^ from the prerogative of the 
Crown. In civil cafes, not only the authority of the Judges 
waseftablifhed to judge of the law, but likewife to prevent 
theyury from interfering with what in this refpedi fdl im¬ 
mediately under their province. Law and fadt were kept at 
mueh afunder by theprinciplc of our conftitution, as night 
and day by the effablKhed fyftem of nature: matters of pro¬ 
perty were wifely deemed too intricate for the dceifion of 

ajury. 
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a jury. But» crimei^ whoft mite oonfiftad ia Mr uHmh 
tioB, were pecnlbrly fitted tor Mr confidiiatiofi* and 
eould onlj properly be afceitajlied by tbeir VfiM* In 
o(ci of property a new trial iQ%bt be raored for. .But if 
thejory flu^d acouit a criminal, not cren the Xiog coaid 
afterwards attaint him. In the one cafe, the hofinels origl* 
naud froifa the Court, in the other from the pe^le. lif the 
one caic^ the verdiA might be thrown out, but in the other 
could not. 

Mr. Erfltine ftated, that by the prefent fyftem of things, 
by merely entering the word litiratim, upon the record, a 
man might be hanged by the Attorney General for hi|;h 
trmfon. In fuch an exercifo of authority at this, Mr. Lr* 
iKine faid, there was an end of the *protemion of juriee. In 
tlie prelent way of treating libels, the Judge fays to the 
jury, ** If you find the publication, you are bound to find 
** him guilty; if we find him not guilty of a libel, there 
** may then be an arrefi of judgement.’* But 'fliould he, 
he faid, as counfel for the defendant, move an arrefi of 
judgement, upon the plea that there was no libel, the 
Judges would anfwer, That the jury had already found 
** the malicious intention.” In fo enlightened an age, the 
abfurdity of the cafe was indeed aftonifbing. In the infiance 
of a duel, where the alternative was either that the individual 
fhould be baniihed from fociety, or expofe himfelf to the 
hazard of taking away the life of anotlwr, at an equal rifque 
of his own, the crime was murder; yet during the cotyfo 
of his experience, in fuch an inftance, murder had never 
been found. It was however in the power of the Attorney 
General to render it murder, by putting iitfrstim upon the 
record. If the defendant ihall appear guilty of all thofe fa£ls, 
by the verdi£l, he muft be found guilty ; but if there Aioqld 
afterwaids be difeovered to have exifted no malicious inten¬ 
tion, judgement might be arrefted. 

He Ihould now, Mr. Erfkine continued, taking an oppofite 
couife *from his right honourable friend, enquire how the 
evil began. He thought that the Judge ought to fiate his 
opinion in libels, as in all other ca(m, and truft the decifion 
tOithegoodfenfeand equity of the jurors which he feldom 
kn *w to fail. Upon the revival of letters, printing foon 
difeovered the influence which it pofiefled over the fiate, and 
employed itfelf in political and theoli^ical difeuflion. The 
Star Chamber was then inftituted in order to exclude the 
interference of juries to punifii any attempt that might bo 
made to dete^ the mifoondoA of a bad Government, and the 
errors of a falfe religion. In wilhing to abolifh this mofi 
^rannical, unjuft, and oppreffive engine of power, theStar- 
Chaipber^ it was certainly the wifli ^ the people to unite the 

harmo- 
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hiirincm!wtT 7 il«m of Judgt aihd jury; the onecommunlcit-* 
iiie light from the fburces of law, the other inveftigating the 
nnord of fadls, and cooperating in the impartial execution of 
juftice* After the abolition of the Star Chamber, there* 
had taken place, before the recorder, the trial of Penn *and 
Mead, who had been accufed of feditious pleaching in Grace' 
Church. The jury found only a verdi£l, guilty offpeaking 
to fo many people; and though the Judge fent them back, 
yet as they would bring no other veidnft, he fined each of 
them a few marks. One of thole jurors, a fccond Hampden, 
refifted this unjuft ientence, noton account of the'Aim re¬ 
quired to be paid, which was trifling, but becadfe, if he 
mould pay a farthing, he Ihould regard himfelf as fubmitting 
to a humiliation dangeroils to the liberties of his country, 
and becoming a flave by his own aift. He faid, he would 
here quote a refpeiftable authority, that there nevercould be 
a queftion of laW unmixed. Tiiere muft firft, he obferved, 
be proved the fadls from which the law was to I>e raifed. 
If the Judge told the jury, that unleis they aflcd fo and fo, 
they would be tranfgrefling their duty, it was putting them 
under a reftritSlion more grievous than the penalty of im- 
prifonment; it was an imprifonment of the mind. There 
was no fine to which he would not rather fubmit than fuch 
areftriflion; of a fine, he knew the extent, and he might 
confole himfelf under it with the refledlion of the lienefit 
that would accrue to the country from his verdiift: but this 
was wounding him on the fide or confcicnce; it was ftraiten- 
ing him in the road of duty. If the Judge and jury, con¬ 
tinued he, inftcad of rcfpefling in one another the know¬ 
ledge and abilities of which both weie poflefled, inflead of 
co-operating in the fame great end, the impartial adminiftra- 
tiop of juftice, bitteily oppofed one another, what confe-' 
quences could he expe<fted to follow ^ Lord Raymond, upon 
the puliliftiing of the Crafturan, had faid, that certain (lerfons 
had taken up a notion that it was the biifinefs of the Judges 
to explain to the jury the law; hut no fuch pradlic? really 
exifted. Yet, ft range it was, that he ftiould have faid this 
in the teeth of the decifion in the trial of the feven Bilhops. ’ 
The Judges there, though under the corrupt influence of the 
Crown, falfely gave it ns their opinion, that the petition 
was a libel, yet referred it to the decifion of the jury. The 
jury gave ns their verdiift, that it waS no libel; and notwith- 
ftanding the confequences of this verdidl, and the complexion 
of the tiroes, they incurred no penalty, nor even blame. 
The Judges had given their opinion in order to pleafe the 
King, but they had not attempted to exercife authority, a 
lure indication of their conicionfneft that they did not poftefs 
it. Ill the cafe of the Dean of St. Afoph, iii. which he was. 

COH' 
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concerned, the condulS): of the odpcHte Coucrfid had beeii 
highly honourable. Though he nood with a ‘brief for the 
Crown, he would not furrender the' privile^s of the people; 
yet what was conceded him by tire adverfe Counfei was not 
‘granted him by the Court. In the cafe of the King and 
Franklin, it was diverting enough toconGder the only ail¬ 
ment that had been advanced, and with no fmall importance, 
on the otlier Gde. A precedent, it ieemed, had occurred 
during the time of Sir P. Yorke, in which a deciGon had 
taken place for the people. A fong, ‘called Packington’s 
Pound, was compofed on the occaGon, the writer of which, 
it was faid, exulted, as if the Judges had been outwitted, 
‘and the vli^ory fnatched from them l^ the jury. ' As a 
Grong proof of this, a line, fpeaking of^the jury, had been 
quoted, * 

“ Were Judges of fadl, but not of law.” 

Unhappily, however, this line, on which fo much Grefs had 
been laid, which had been produced as conGrmation Grong 

as proofs of holy writ,” had been quoted from an erroneous 
copy ; the line literally Good thus, 

“ Were Judges alike of the faft and the law.” 

Thus, by the literal quotation, was the argument reverfed, 
and all the ingenious iyGem that had been built on it, over¬ 
turned. 

Mr. Eifkine faid, he would now Gate a point that, from 
hie own experience he was enabled to do, what had been the 
cGe£ls of this fyGem. He had now been engaged thirteen 
years at the bar, duting the courfe of which he liad occaGon 
to fee and be acquainted^ with much practice. 'J he ofGcers of 
the Crown, in the difeharge of thrir duty, he had found al¬ 
ways to behave with mildiiefs and moderation. Jhit Gill he? 
was of opinion that the matter ought to be left entirely to the 
jury. He would pledge hirofelf, that in this event, they 
would do their duty. To them it belonged, and to them it 
Giould be^iitruGed to decide, whether what was accufed as a 
libel was in itfelf innocent, meritorious, or malicious. The 
coiifecmeiice of adopting the oppoGte fyilem, was a perver- 
Gonof juGice; it was iinpollible to puniGi the ciiminal. In 
the prefent circuniGances, eveiy man was regarded by the 
jury as a viflim, whom they were folicitous to fave. I'he 
advice which he Giould give to any ^ft lend, applying to him 
in the cafe of a libel on his charafler, or dearcG connexions, 
would be, not to profecute; Grice by fo doing, he would only 
conGrm the Gander, and leave his adverfary to enjoy the 
triumph of impunity. Mr. EiG&ine wiGied, for the fake of 
- that 
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■Bittfmity UrUch «rai fo ^ftliralda on the psefimt qiiefl- 
tieiif thiit hat ri^t honamble ftiend woald pat afiale the 
4M»tter with whteh he had commenced. He indeed couid not 
hdptadiingnoticeof it» fine# it was this which had firft fet 
toworkthevaft engint t^bit mind. He wilhed^ in order 
that nothing might be introdneed in that bafineft which 
Ihcmld at. alt interrupt the harmony with which it inieht be 
nnewed, that every thing fhonld be avoided which mould 
ieem to lean cither to one (ide or other, and that it might 
laerdly be made the inftrument to eftablifit the conftitution 
upon its true principles. There was no doubt, Mr. Erlkine 
iaid, of an inquificorial power of this Houic over the Judges; 
it was the great key*flone of the conftitution; but Ihis power 
ought Co be very eantioufly and fparingly eaercifed; it ought 
to be kept in thofe recefles of the conftitution, from which 
it fhould only be produced on occafions of the greateft 
emergency. It was not even defirable to fpcak haftily of the 
conduA of the Judges, in that Houfe, at what was faid there 
nsight be liable to mifrepreientation. 

He ftiould mention, he faid, one inflance more of the op-> 
preflipn of the prelent fyftem. An inftnuation had appeared 
in one of the papers, that the Ruftian Ambailador was 
merely a fpy. He ihould not even mention the name of his 
client, who had been acculed with this inftnuation as a libel; 
he was unwilling to renew any tinpleaflng remembrance. 
He had been fentenced to the pilloty; yet ha had produced in 
Court an atteftation of a Phy fician, that at the time at which 
this paragraph appeared, his client had been delirious. As 
the coonfel along with him, in the fame caufe, was a right 
honourable gentleman, on the other ftde the Houle, who 
was now high in the adininiftration of the country, he had 
then travelled over pretty nearly the ground, and he trufted 
that he had ftnee feen no occafion to alter his opinion, 
though he fhould not wifti to be tliooght now to bind him in 
his condnift, by what be had then faid of informations by yxM 
warranto I he would hrieHy ftate^ that they had been a fource 
of accumulated abfurdity. 

Mr. Erlklne ftat^d different cafes of fua uunrantos, to 
prove, tliat Lord Mansfteld, and the very fame Judges who 
form^ the Court, that laid down a do€lnne refpefting their 
limitation in one year, and at no greater diftance than two 
years had held another •directly the reverie: an evident 
proof how much they wpre preUed by the uncertainty of a 
matter, which from its nature ought not to be left to tlierr 
diferetion; and which the lefs it was fo left, would be the 
m ore cafy Ibr them, and the more fa& for the fubjedt. Mr* 
Er&ine exmeiuded his fneecb with returning thanks to the 

Houfe 
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Hoitie for their indulgence^ and decltririgy that he flattered 
hiinfelf that hight the motion for the Committee would be 
carried unanimouily* 

The Jttorney iieneral agreed with Mr. Erlkine, a$ to his Attoroe|' 
general aigument, hut difl'ered from him, and the right ho- GeneraU 
nuu fable mover of the queAion, in regard to the mode of 
procofding th t had been propofed. He per eSly agreed 
that the Judges in their condudl had done nothing but what, 
whoevei examined the ilream of precedents flowing down 
for a long feiies of years, would find had been the uniform 
piaiSlic. ot tbeir pitdccriTorSf and what confequently called 
lor no foit of blame whatever. Neither the condudt of 
that vene*iable and moA: ielpe(Aable Earl who had p^eAded in 
the Court of King’s Bench for fo many years, nor that of 
his liJCCffTor, 1 ord Kenvon, who was not only eminently 
qualified by his great legal knowledge to At at the head of 
his Court, but by his daily declAons had proved himfelf to 
he a truly honeA man, were reafonably to be queAioned. 
Howevei, he allowed, every man muA agree, that there 
Was fomething in the pradhee of the law of libels that cal¬ 
led for amendment and explanation; but as his honourable 
and learned friend had laid, (and judiciouAy, properly, and 
wifely had it had been faid), great delicacy ought to he ex- 
ercifed in inteifeiing witli any iubjedt of the nature with the 
pielent, ItA the public Aiotld take the alarm, and be im- 
prefled with an opinion that there had been fomething 
wrong in the condudl of our Judges, or of our Courts of 
Judicature. With that Niew of the cafe it was, Mr. Attor¬ 
ney laid, that he thought the moving for a Committee of 
Courts of Juflice altogether unneceflary. 'i’he piovince of 
that Committee had been to receive and to enquire into com¬ 
plaints of improper condudt in the Judges; the moving, 
therefore, for iuch a Committee would create alarms and 
apprehenfions in the minds of the public, who would na¬ 
turally conclude that fome part of the conduct of the Judges 
was complained of, and that clearly and avowedly not being 
the cafe, the Committee ought to be moved for, and the 
more efpecially as the objedf could be attained without 
having any fucb Committee revived. The Committee had 
not, he faid, fat above two or three times flnee the reftora- 
tion. 

Here the Attorney General went into a technical hifloryr 
of tlie mode of trial in cafes of libel ever flnee they had been 
inatched out of the Star Chamber, and in what particulars th« 

Judge diredled the Jury, and where the law arofe out of ths 
fads that came out in evidence. Having very fnlly ex¬ 
plained this, and reafoned on it at fome length, he afierted 
that a bill might be brought in to provide a proper regula- 
Voi..XX;lX. 3P tie* 
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tion at onc^ wjihoat the affillance of the Committee of 
Courts of Joftic^ whi^h be thought ought not to be gone 
Into. That Committre, he faid, had fat very rarely for 
this century. In the laft cafe that it did ilt, it had been on 
account of a very flagrant injuflice, diredlly diarged againft 
a Judge. 

With regard to the other point, the quo warrantos, the 
Attorney (jeneul admitted that there was a neceifity for 
fome legiilative interference with lefped to them, becaufe 
twenty years was certai ily too exlenilve a period, and a 
pei iod much Ihorter might be attended with very great in> 
convenience. He inflanced the hardfliip of a man who was 
not a cori*orator having begun bufinefs in a* corporate 
town, and after having expended a capital, being obliged, 
on the infoi (nation of any petfon who thought proper fo to 
inform, to fliut up ihop and quit the place. If the coi po> 
r<<tioii was the cieature of the Crown, it gave Miniflers an 
Undue power over fuch corporations. Having explained 
this, the Attorney General took notice of tlie particular 
cafe, from winch, as the i ight honourable gentleman h \d de¬ 
clared, his ideas on the general fubjedt had originated, viz. 
the cafe of Luxford; refpeding which he would mention a 
lew material citcumflances, and when he did lb, he begged 
the Houfe to carxy along with them the recolledfion, that 
much depended on the time and the events of the tune, 
with their natural operation on men*s minds and feelings, lie' 
caufe on that relied, in a great meafure, the whole confi- 
deration. About a twelvemonth ago, he faid, he faw a 
publication in the Motning Herald, which he confidered as 
tbi)t foit of publication that called upon him in duty to fe» 
le6 for public profecution. The Attorney here lead the 
paiagraiih to the Houfe, and commented upon it; obferving, 
that the natural elFeiSl of it would be to alarm the minds of 
the whole French nation, and inflame them againft this 
CMintry, by holding out to them an ailurance, that the 
.Britifti Minifter had impofed upon the two Houfts of Par¬ 
liament, and were arming, nut as as was pretended againft 
Spain, hut againft I ranee, they meaning to take advantage 
of her then defencelefs lituation, and to attack Breft and 
Toulon. He conceived, every man who heard him was 
aware, that about a twelvemonth ago the French had 
abundant reafon to be in a ftate of peculiar appreheiifion, 
jealoufy, and fufp.nce; and, he would alk, if there was any 
one gentleman then in that Houfe, who had to learn, that 
at the lime in queftion fuch was their jealoufy and alarm, 
that on the hair fuggellion, or lather report in I'rance, of 
au -Englifliman having publilhed a pamphlet in that kingdom 
a^inft the proceedings then going an there, the lives of 
1 every 
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every Engliihman In that country were endangerei}. It 
ought alfo to be rccollefted that in confequence of our in- 
tercourfe with the French, as well on account of the 
peace, as more immediately on account of the commercial 
treaty, great numbers of Britilh fubjeds were at the time 
in France, "Would it not then have been a dereliction of 
his duty, ‘highly blapieable, if he had negleCted to have 
taken the means of immediately fatisfying the French na¬ 
tion that we were not about to be guilty of a breach of 
treaty, and that no advantage was intends to be taken of 
their then defenceleis fltuation r It had lince appeared to 
him, he ftiid, to have been the more necelTary, as he had af- 
terwaids underllood from perfons who had refilled in Fiance^ 
that the Fiiglifli newfpapers wire circulated in Fiance, ami 
the very libel in quefiic n had been trjiiAated into pamphlets, 
and had really created great alarms. 

This, the Attorney Cieneial faid, being ex pojl faHo, was 
certainly no juflification of him, but it at leall ibewed, that 
his opinion had not lieen altogether without grounds. That 
he was perfonaMy no enemy to the liberty of the prefs, he 
truftedy his coniluCl had evinced, but he could go further 
and aflert, that it would be found from looking back, that 
the Law Oftcers of the Crown, for many years, had nor, 
generally confidered, been perfecutors of the prefs. In the 
coyife of the laft thirty-one years, the Attorney General 
faid, there had not been more than feventy profecutions for 
I'bels, out of which there had been about Afty convictions; 
about a dozen of thefe had received rather fevere lentences, 
and in five cafes, the pillory had made a pait of the punifh- 
xuent. He enumerated the five letter cafes, declaring, that 
two of ihofe who had been fentenced to the pillory, had been 
for vending obfeene publications, which had been wijth 
great induftry infinuated even into our feininarics of educa¬ 
tion of both fexes; and therefore he had thought it his duty 
to feleCt the perfons, as examples, that the officers of go¬ 
vernment, whofe province it peculiarly was to watch over 
every attempt to corrupt the morals and pervert the minds of 
the rifing generation, bad not been negligent of their duty; 
but here he muft inform the Houfe, that from circumftances 
cf a nature extremely palliative to the parties having come to 
his knowledge after the trial, they were pardoned the pillory. 
Anc ther offender fentenced to the pillory, was one for lihelling 
His Majefty five years after his fucctrffion to the throne. 
T here were alfo two others for libels againfl the Ruffian 
amhafTador, which he thought it necefTiry to noiicc*; 
there was another for libelling part of the Royal Family; 
and this laft of Luxford, which he fuppofed the Court ima¬ 
gined to be of a nature fimilar to the libels againft the Ruf- 
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ijan iinbaflador» (inafxnuch as it tended to en flame the 
minds of the 1* rench agamft this country, when deiirous of 
preierving the confidence and efteem of I ranee) and theie- 
fore pronoi need the pillory as a part of the fentence. He 
declared, to his mind, the libel in the Herald appealed to him 
to be one of the ipofl: mifchieyous in itielf, and likely to 
prove the moft dan^roos to the countiy, of any •ever pub* 
iifhed; nor was that fentiment Angular to himieli, as the of¬ 
ficer whofe peculiar duty it was tp watch ovei the ahufes of 
the prefs, laid his finger upon it the moment he faw it* 
With legiid to himftlf, the Attorney General faid, if he had 
been miilaken, and the paragijph was aa innocent as the 
right honourable gentleman teemed to conceive it to l>c, he 
certainly had moil wonderrully erred refpedling it; for he 
owned he never more forcibly felt any thing to be his duty^^ 
than to endeavour, as tai as in him lay, to convince France 
that this country was notunfaithlui in its tuatics nor io cow¬ 
ardly or fo treacheious in her conduifl, as to wiih to take; 
advantage of the defencelefs and disjointed fituition of her 
neighbour. He again tfieied his humble opinion to the 
Tight honourable genlleman, chit it would be more advife- 
ible, for the rcafuis he had ilated, not to move for the 
Committee pf Courts of Jufltce, but to adopt fomc other 
lefs exceptionable mode of pioceeding, declaring, that to 
the main obje£l he Alt no fort of objection. 

Mr. lylr. Jikyll iud, he fiiould feel himiclf but little entitled to 
Jekyll. a patient hearing tiom the Ilouie, if iftet two fuch forcible 
and eloquent fpeeches (the moil eloquent jieiliaps tint ever 
had been heard within thofe walls) he was to do more than 
make a few obferyaticns, which he thought it incumbent on 
him to fubmit to their c nli'eration. His honourable and 
learned friend, who had jull fit down, had objefled to going 
irito a Committee of Cour s of Juilice, and had faid, thit 
there had been feventy prosecutions tor libels within the lall 
thirty years, out of which m*ifs, the (eptungint that he had 
mentioned, thcie had been fifty or fifty two coix^Mflions; 
that was, Mr. Jekyll faid, in his mind, the very reafon why 
they ought to go into theComniittee; becaufe if the practice 
of the Courts in cafes of libel had been, as he conceived it 
ought to have been, and the whole of the law as well as the 
faS had been left, as it ought, to the jury, the conviiSlions, 
he believed, would not have lieen above half the number. 
He complimpnted the Attorney General on his condufl, and 
in the Unguagp of Shikefpeare Pud, “ he had borne his fa- 
•* culties fo meekly,” that all men praifed him; he therefore 
fhould be the lafl man to objefl to going into the Commit¬ 
tee; but his honourable and leai nedtnend, he ob'erved, had 
pbje^efi on the ground (bat the Committee of the Courts of 
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Julli^ borne an odious name, and alarm might he taken 
that complaint had been made againft the conduct of the 
lodges. His honourable and leAned friend forgot that it liad 
been exprefsly ftated by the principal leaders of the debate, 
that they imputed no blame or cenfure whatever to the 
Judges; and as every thing that palled in that Houfe went 
torth to the public, the public would hear that they went 
into the Committee for no fpecific charge, but meiely for 
the purpofe of inveiligation* on a fubjedl material to the pub¬ 
lic intereil and the freedom of the people. Mr. Jekyll 
added one or two further ohfcrvations, reminding the Houfe, 
that the foie objedlion, as it then Ifoi:^, was an objedion of 
form and not of fuhllance, which he hoped they would get 
over, and be as unanimous for going into the Committee, as 
they ftemed to he for a wife and necelTaty reform of the 
pradlice of the Courts. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe and fald, he was rather in hopes Mr. Pits, 
that the right honoutshle gentlemen would agree to the 
fuggeflion of his learned friend, and by that means procure 
a general concu tence vi ith him as to the main objefl of his 
argument; in refpei^ to which Mr. Chancellor Pitt de¬ 
clared, he was extremely dcfirous of (fating that he did not 
fee any giound on which any gentleman coul4 havcoccahon 
to dilTct III opinion with the right honouiable gentlemaa. 

He added, that he was ready to declare, that he thought the 
taking feme ilep, at leaA to regulate the praiBice of the 
Couiis on the ttial of libels, and render it conformable to 


the fite fpiiit of the conllitution, was highly necelTary. He 
faid, he wilhed no more than the right honourable gentle¬ 
man to calf any thing like blame on the noble and venerable 
perfon, who was entitled to univerfal reverence and refped, 
not more on account of his years, and his prefent unfortu¬ 
nate fituation, than for his extraordinary abilities as a 
judge, and his eminent pphlic fei vices, for fo large a num¬ 
ber of years. That npble and learned Earl had done no 
more thvi tread in the Aeps of his prfdecelTors; and even 
the hoimurable and learned gentleman who feconded the 
motion, had confelled that if he were himfelf on the bench, 
(le Ihould feel himfelf bound to decide in the fame manner, 
unlefs the law were altered by the Icgillature. He law 
theiefore, Mr* Chancellor Pitt faid, no re.iron for going into 
a Committee of Courts of Jullice, in order to efiedt the 
wilhes of the right honourable gentleman. He declared, 
that although he lliould with great diffidence fet up his opi¬ 
nion againlf the uniform pradfice and authoiity of the 
Judges, yet he muff confefs that it went diredfly againlf that 
praAice, and that he faw no reafon why in the trial of a 
Clime the whole conllderation of the cafe might not go pte- 
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dfbly to the unfettered Jndgemept of twelve meny furorn to 
grve therr verdict honeftly ^nd confcientioufly, a« it did m 
m (tfers of felony and other crimes of a high nature. That 
bring nis opinion, and there not appearing to be a probability 
of dilFrreiivO of fentiment as to the main point, he faw no 
occafion for any difficulty as to the form and mode of 
cfleifli'ig the object, '•'he right honouiable gentleman had 
heard tlie objeAion ingeii by his right honourable and 
learned friend, agiinil going into a Committee of Court of 
Juftice, when all intention of perfonal complaint had on 
every fide been exprefsiy dilavowed; an ohjeiSion which iii 
his mind had confiderahle weight; but there wefe alfo, he 
faul, other reafons that occuned to him, why it would be 
better not to go into the Committee of Courts of fuftire. 
Jn tlie firft place, if any intention were eniei rained ot going 
into an inveltigation of piecedents and authorities, with a 
view to the forming of a declaratory law, it would be a 
work of nKre deliberation and tiinei than the period of the 
leffion afforded them any hope of completing before Parlia¬ 
ment Ibould be np. In the next place, he Ihould not think 
it either neceilaiy or adviieable to pafs a declaratory bill, 
ilatmg not only what the law was, but alfo what it had 
been, becaiife that would in feme fort imply a cenfure on the 
Judges, and indireflly accufe them of not having adhered to 
the law. The whole objeft, he thought might be atchieved 
by a fhort legillative hill, enabling what the Taw ought to be, 
and thence regulating the praflice in future. If that idea 
were adop^ehe laid, as fimple a bill, and as ihort a 
one, as could well be imagined, would anfwer the end, and 
the right honourable g'mtleman muff either move in the 
Houle then, or on Monday, for leave to bring in fach a bill; 
or if he thought that mode better, he might move certain 
lefolutions either in the Houle or m a Committee, ftating 
what the law ought to he, as tlie ground and hafis of fuch 
future proceedings as it might be advifeahle to inftitute upon 
the fubjeiff; and thofe refolutions might remain on the 
Journals to be followed un next leffion, by one or more bills 
either dec»ar..tory or legiflative, as the cafe might require. 
With regard to the other matter adverted to by the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, and the honourable and learned gentle¬ 
man who had feconded the motion, vi/.. the qtto warrant9~ 
information®, Mr. Chancellor Pitt laid, it was not his inten¬ 
tion to ^o into any diffuffion of that parr of the fubjedl 
then. Twenty years appeared to him to be an unreafonably 
extenfive period, undoubtedly, and perhaps the limitation 
«jf fix years which the Judges had lately adopted, might he 
too lltort; and confequently it might be proper to take fuch 
a limitation as would extend beyond the time when the fubjefv 
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of quo warranto occurred. Be that as it would, tlie mattet 
might eafily he a^ufled by a (horc feparate bill, in the pro- 
grels of which a £t limitation might fixed; but at any rate, 
the cafe relative to quo warrantos had no immediate coune<51ion 
with the other part of tlie l'ubje€t, vi*. the province of a 
Jury t>N the trial of a libel. 

Mr. Fox tifing, faid, he could not, moil afluredly, make Mr Fox. 
the lead hefltation in complying with the fuggedion of the 
right honourable gentleman, who had in fo fair and candid a 
manner dated what his own opinion w'as, and which feemed 
allb to meet the general concurrence of the Houfe. With 
regard to the ground that the honourable and leained gen¬ 
tleman had taken, by way of defending the convidlion of 
john Luxfoid, Mr. Fox declared, he mud didei from him 
completely. So far from thinking tlie libel a dangeious 
publication with a view to enflaming tlie minds of tlie peo¬ 
ple of France, there was no danger in it whatever, nor 
could any fijch infeunce as the right honouiable and learned 

5 gentleman had drawn from it, be put upon it, either in rea- 
ou or in law, and if it could, why was not iuch an infer* 
ence avetred in the information ? No fuch averment appear¬ 
ed on the face of the record, and the only a\erment that 
did appear was that it was a iiliel on His Majeily's Miniders 
and notliing elfe. Inclined then, Mr. Fox faid, as he fliould 
be, for the fake of pra^icability, to comply with the tight 
honourable gentleman’s fuggedion of his giving up the nio* 
tion for a Committee of Couits of Judice, lie could not 
comproinirc the cafe of John Luxford foi the lake of the 
two bills, or for the fake of any pradicability whatevci, 
however, dehreable fuch praiSlicability might bi. In his 
foimer fpeech, Mr. Fox obferved, that he had faid, lie liad 
heard what ftom the dlcnce of the other fide ot the Houfe 
on that point, he now feaied, was not tiue, \ir., that Johci 
Luxford was pardoned that part of his fentence, thepuiiiih- 
ment of the pillory, iis he was fatisfied the fentence of Lux* 
ford was mod inordinately fcveie, and more than he merited, 
when compared to the guilt of the libel, Mr. Fox declaied, 
he mud adopt (bme method of taking the fenie of the 
Houfe upon a motion for an addrefs to His Majedy for his 
pardon; and he faw not how he could do that witliout going 
into the Committee of Courts of Judice, when, as fer us his 
motion for an addrefs to His Majedy for a remiinon of 
Luxford’s punifliment went, it would undoubtedly be an 
indiie^ cenfute on the Court that had paded (o iiiadetjuate a 
fentence. It might podibly be faid, that he ought to pro¬ 
ceed in another wavi and ground any motion that he 
thought proper, on the record; but let the Houje remem¬ 
ber, that he had fpoken fiom a paper w.hich he held in his 

hand, 
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hand« snd the honourable and learned gentleman from ano^ 
ther paper which he had held in his hand} but Luxford's libel, 
and the ircord, were neither of them before the Houfe; and 
till the Houfe could get at the record, he could not procerd* 
If he could be told that Luxford either had been pardoned, 
or would be pardontd the pillory, he would fay no'more, 
hut for the fake of piafiitahility would conient (o withdraw 
his motion for a Committee of Courts of Juliice, and would 
barely move for leave to bring in the two bills that had been 
fuggeiled. Mr. FoX concluded with aflertlng, that the 
principles he contended for were principles of juilice, and 
the cafe of a perton whom he conceived to the opprelTed; he 
Could not therefore compromife fuch a cafe for any confide- 
ration; at the fame time, he begged the gentlemen on the 
other fide of the Houfe to be amired that he knew no more 
of John Luxford and the paper in which his libel appeared 
than they did. It was the precedent, and not the perfoir, 
that he Hood up fur. 

Pitt. Mr. Chancellor Pitt replied, that nothing could be more 
eafy than for the right honourable gentleman to lay his 
ground for any motion that he wilhed to make in the cafe of 
Luxford, by moving for a copy of the record, and of the 
information, which his honourable and learned friend near 
him, could lay on the table. With regard to the punilhment 
of the pillory having being pardoned, Mr. Pitt faid, he 
had not the leafi recolled^ion of that having Ireen the cafe, or 
of any application having been made for it. He had in more 
than one infiance, fince he had been in his Majefty's Councils, 
dilfuaded them agaiiill the too frequent u(e of the pillory, 
which, in his opinion, could not be too fparingly employed} 
and ftom what he faw of Luxfoid’s cafe, hefaw no reafon to 
imagine, if application were made, that there would be any 
^reat difficulty in getting that part of the fentence remitted. 
At tlie fame time he declared he difiered entirely from the 
light honourable gentleman in his view of the magnitude of 
the libel; it was in his opinion exa£lly of the nature that 
liad been ftated hy his right fionourable and learned friend, 
and much more mifehievous than any of thofe daily para¬ 
graphs, full of perfonal abufe of his Majefiy’s Minillers, 
which occurretkfo often, that they were not worth any other 
notice than contempt; fince tbebefi anfwer to ftatements of 
had conduit in his Majefty*s Minifiers, was to ri fer the 
public to their real condudf; and therefore he trufied the 
good fenfe of his right honourable and learned friend would 
never dignify fuch tralh, and mark it out as more im¬ 
portant than it was in fadl, by a public profecution. 

Fox. Mr. Fox again got up; he was lb perfedlly fatisfied* with 

what he had heard from the right honourable gentleman, 

that 
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ihat he iliouM for the prefent withdraw his motion for tho 
Committee of Courts of Juftic£> and wait till the latter end 
of next week, or perhaps the beginning of the werk after^ 
to fee if any thing was done in Luxfofd’s cafe, and if there 
(houid not be any thing done, he would then move for a 
copy* of the information, and of the record, and likewifefor 
an addrel to His Majelly for mercy In a cafe, which had 
received a fentence inordinately difproportionate to the degree 
otcriminality in thelihek 

A few more Woids paiTed between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox 
on the fubjert of the libel, rcfpe£ling which, 

Mr. /sa-faid, he was fo confident of the falfe inference in Mr. Fax* 
the inforifiation, that had Luxfordbeen in a capacity to have 
moved for an ar left of judgement, he would have defied any 
Couit of juftios that ever fat, to have refufed him the 
arreft. Mf. Fok .ngain reprebated the inuendoes and inferences 
of the information, and faid, he would meet the Attorney 
(ieheral whenever he pleafed upon the fubjeft, and argue it 
with him; being confident that he Could convince any man 
not deftitute of reafon and common fenfe, the werds of the 
libel warranteU no fuch inference as the information deduced 
from It. 


The Ator my declared he was perfedly ready to Attontsy 

meet the right honourable gentleman on the fubje^, and was General, 
perfuaded that he either had not read the information, or 
that he had forgotten it; as it was moft carefully drawn, 
and had been examined by others, and received their entire 
approbation. Mr. Attorney rend the fecond count, toftiew 
Mr.'Fox that the pioper inuendoes were inferted in it, and 
that the inference was legally deduced. 

Mr, Fox made a Ihort reply, and then moved, “ for 
** leave to bring in a bill to remove all doubts refpfedling the 
** right and functions of juries in trials of criminial caufes,” 

He alfo moved for « leave to bring in a bill to explain and 


“ amend the act of the ninth year of Queen Anne, chap. 20, 
“ relative to Wairanios^ Both were agreed to unani- 
moufly. 

'I'he Houfe adjourned. 


Monday^ May* 


Mr. Sheridan rofc to give notice, that he meant, to** Mr. 
morrow fe*nnight, to bring forward fome refolutions on ihe Sheridan#^ 
Report of the Committee of h inance. He informed the 
Houfe tha.t the manner in which he propofed to do this would 
be by moving for the Houfe to refolve itlelf into a Committee 
of the whole Houfe, to which he hoped the right honourable 
gentleman would have no objection; when intended to 
move fome refolutions of fg£f, the ground of which he bad 
VoL. XXIX. 3 0, n* 
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BO doubt be flundd be able to make out to the fatisfa^ion of 
the Houfe. Mr. Sheridan lamented that be could not name 
an earlier day for the bufinefs, but it was on account of 
other gentlemen, who wiihed to be prefent, and could not 
be^in town fooner, that he was obliged to take fo diilant a 
day. 

$Jk, Pitt. Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, he could have no ebjeflion to 
fucH a dilcttffion being hi ought forward, but he mull hope 
that the honourable gentleman would name* fome day in the 
prefent week. 

Mr. Mr. Buftard was very glad to find that the honourable 
Aaftard. gentleman had fignified his intention to bring the 'Report of 
the Committee of Finance under confideration; but fo far 
from thinking Tuefday next too difiant a day, he faid, he 
was of opinion thitit was too early a day, and, that dill 
more time ought to be taken. In fadl, a thiid Committee 
ought to be appointed, becanie there were fo many contra¬ 
dictions in the Re,)orts of the two Committees, that it would 
beahfolutely necefiary to appoint a thud to examine both 
the Repoits, and inform the Iloufe on which of them they 
might rely. 

The Speaker Irre interrupted Mr. Ballard, obferving that 
there was not any quefiion before the Houfe. 

Mr. Ballard replied that he Ihou’d move a quellion before 
he fit down. He then refumed his argument, and faid it 
mull evidently appear from the grofs contradidlions in the 
two accounts, that either the Committee who drew up the 
Report of 1786, had given the Houfe a fabrication, contain¬ 
ing an infinite number of errors, or that adminillration had 
fince that peiiod been guilty of the utmoll profulion and 
prodigality. The excefs of the expenditure over that which 
the Committee of 1786 gUve us reafon to expedl would be the 
amount of our expenditure in the year 1791, it was evident 
Irom the Repott of the Committee of 1791, was no lefii 
than 500,ocol. and upwards, and many new places had fince 
been created. Mr. Ballard lead the fum Hated to have been 
paid oil' of *^hc public debt, and compared it with additional 
debts incurred iince; he alfo referred to various parts of the 
Report of 1791, tolhew how inexplicable they were, as 
they Hood at prefent. After much curfory detail of figures, 
he repeated that it was ahfolutely necefiary that a new Com¬ 
mittee ihould be appointed, and though, he faid, he Ihoul^ 
not have made any fuch motion unlefs he had been forced to 
k, yet, if any gentleman would fecond him, he would con-' 
elude w th moving, 

** 'I }|at a Committee be appointed to compare the Reportf 

Horn the Committees in 1786 and 1791 to enquire into 
I “ the 
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« th« income and expenditure^ and .to feport their obferva* 
tions upon the fame to the Houfe.** 

Mr. Sheridan fjid, he certainly (hould fecond the honour- Mr. 
able gentleman's motion. He declared he thought it was Sheridan, 
extre^iely proper that both the Reports of 1786 and 1791 
ihould be referred to a third Committee, becaufe it was 
undoubtedly true that there were a great many contradidiions 
in both Reports, as Rated by the honourable gentleman ; 
and for that reafon, they ought to be referred to a third 
Committee, in order to afcertain which of them was true. 

He dcfpaired, Mr. Sheridan faid, of being able to effed) this, 
and therefore Riould have fatisfied himfelf with barely mov¬ 
ing, that the Houfe refolve itfelf on Tuefday next into a 
Committee of the whole Houfe, to take into conlideration 
the Report of the Finance Committee of 1791; and after 
they {hould have refolved themfelves into that Committee, 
he fhould move certain refolutions of fadt refpc^ing the 
Report. If the right honourable gentleman did not agree to 
the two Repoits being referred to another feledt Committee, 

’ he hoped he would not objedt to the Houfe going into a 
Committee, to take the Lift Report into confideration. 

Mr. P/« obferyed, that the honourable gentleman who Mr. Pitt- 
made the motion, feemed to be hardly ferious in fo doing, 
iince lie had confelTed, he had only made a motion, that he 
might make a fpeech; and it could not reafonably he expefied 
that the Houfe would, on a hidden, fo far diferedit their 
Committee and refledt on their accuracy, as to refer their 
Report to another Committee, without having previoufly 
examined it themfelves. Indeed, though the other honour¬ 
able gentleman had taken a great deal of pains to appear to 
be ferious in (econding the motion, he had hardly thought 
he had fucceeded. He muft llill regret, Mr. Pitt faid, that, 
the honourable gentleman could not bring forward his 
motion on an earlier day than on Tuefday fe'nnight. He 
had no objedlion to the Houfe going into a Committee, to 
take the Report of the F inance Committee into conlidera- 
* tion, but he wifhed the refolutions to he moved in a way fo 
as to appear on the journals of the Houfe. Nor had he any 
obje^ion, he faid, tothe fubje^ being difcufled onThurfday 
or Friday next; one of which days he wilhed the honourable 
gentleman would name for his intended motion. 

Mr. Speaker here put the queilion on Mr. BaRard's mo¬ 
tion, which was negatived without a divillon. 

Mr. Shet'idan^ in reply to Mr. Pitt, faid, he certainly Mr# 
fhould be extremdy glad to accommodate the right honour* 
able gentleman, but it depended not on bimfelf. With re¬ 
gard to the right honourable gentleman's remarkon his man¬ 
ner of fpeakinf^ he really had wilhed to convince the right 

3 honour^ 
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honourable gentleman) without any effort to appear fo) that 
he wasftrious in wifhingthe two laff Reports of the I inance 
Committers to be referred to another Committee. He waS) 
he confeded) amared to hear any comiilaint of delay from 
the other fide of ihc Houfe, and moreefpecially to jhear it 
come from the right huiuuM ildt gentleman, as it jnuft be re- 
CotleQed that he had repeatedly cei.iurcd the light honour* 
able gentleman for his regular procrailination of important 

{ lubhcbufmcG till the end of eveiy ieffion He declared he 
lad expedltd, that the laH. Report of the h inance Committee 
would have lieen biought iorward long ago, fince* befoie 
theChridmasholida's, th light honourable genthmauhad 
taunted him on the ground of his luppufing that he would 
not bring the motion cr the appointment of a Committie 
of h inance torwaid immediately after the Chiiiti.i. > uecib, 
but fo far from doing thib, the light honourable geii liinait 
bad not brought it furviaid foi three months at (rwau's 
and the Report of that Committee had only been on the tabL 
about a week or eight days; and it was not, furely, Mr bhc* 
ndan faid, very much his fault, that he had not nad the Re¬ 
port before it was received and printed. With legard to the 
day of taking it into con Adi ration, he s«as, on his pirt, ex' 
tremely dcArous to have it confideicd foinc day m the pre-> 
fent week, but one gentleman, who was on the Com* 
fnittee, was obliged to be out of town all tins week; and be 
wiihed that gentleman to be prefent at the difcuffion, as he 
underftood he was deAious of ffating his opinion on the 
fubjedf. Mr. Sheridan hoped, therefore, that there would 
be no objeflion to Monday next; and, if that day was 
agreed to he w'ould vviite to the honourable Member in qnef- 
tion, to requeft that he would attend. He concluded w ith 
obferving, that Monday, for the reafon he had ffated, was 
the earlieff day he could name. 

ftfr. Pitt. Mr. Chancelloi Piti regretted the abfence of the gentle¬ 
man alluded to by the honourable Member; but when he 
was told that an honouiable gentleman who had been on the 
Committee, was out of town, and wiffied to be prefent at 
the difcuffion, he could not reAff the propofed poffpooe* 
ment; he could not however but l.iment the Rate of public 
buAnefs, as he was afraid all 111 which he took a part, would 
be ended before Monday. 

The Speaker put the queftion on Mr. Sheridan’s motion, 
** That the Houfe refolve itfclf into a Committee of the 
“ whole Houfe on Monday next, to take into confde- 
ration the Report of the finance Committee." Or-- 
dered. 

The Report of the Corn bill having betn brought up, 
and the amendments of the Committee lead, 


Mr. 



A. •79i> D E B A* T E S. 

Mr. Alderman Watfan (who had rlien to move a claufe, Mr. AI4. 
during the progrefs of the Hoafe through the amendments, Watfoa. 
and had been told by the Speaker, that it was not then the 
fit time) rofenow, and in a Ihort fpeech urgeti the propriety 
and ufeof eredting waiehoufes foe the reception oflucii fo¬ 
reign corn as might be imported, the expence of which the 
Alderman 'pmpoTld, fliould be defrayed by the importer**. 

Having opened the ground of his intended claufe, Mr. W’at- 
fon mned, “ that thelloufedo, the next day, rtfolveit- 
** lelf into a Committee ot the whole Houfe, to coal der 

of a claufe to he inferted in the bill for that purpofe.” 

The poitsa*" which the Aldennan propofed the eitabhlh- 
rnent of the faid warehoufes, were enum* latcd by him. 

Loid Sh^cU(aMy he would not trouble the Houle with a y 
n petition ot his foimer aigmnents againA the warehoufing of siaflaid. 
foreign corn, a me.afurc which cculd not but be confideied as 
having aditrdt tendency todilcouiage the growth of Ci rn in 
tins kingdom, by nifording an oppoilumty to thole who 
wiAied to take a fraudulent advantage of the mea&iie, to 
create artificial lifts, in older to he able to open their ware- 
lioufes, and pour in their foreign corn, which they had im¬ 
ported fiee of duty. His Lordlhip declared he would uke 
the *enL of the Houfe upon the motion of the woithy Alder¬ 
man. 

Mr. inilerf tee obferved, that when the warphoufing ATr Wil- 
c'aufe had been lately before the Houle, he had foibornto Utfoice. 
give any vote on it, feeling that he had hardly I'uffieient in- 
tormaiii'ii to enable him to fotm a dccifive judgt ment on the 
piopnety of the inealure; but the queftion was now btfi>ie 
the Committee in a very different Aiape fiom that in which 
it had been befoie propofed; the expcnce of waiehoufing was 
then to have been borne bv the Crown, it was now to he 
paid by the merchant; the importation pilce was then ^Ss. 

It was now laifed to 50s. and even then tfure w'as to he a 
duty.ofas. 6d on bringing the coin out of the waiehoufe, 
and in cafe of IriAi corn, of 5s. per quarter, in order to 
countervail the Ilifli bounty. He liiould now, therefore, 
certainly vote for the claufe, admitting, that there was 
much reafun in what was urged by the gentlemen on the 
o her fide of the Houfe on the expediency of encouraging tliC 
farmers by a poffihle high price of corn; a certain degree of 
additional encouragement they ,w<>ul(l ^tijoy, and for 
his pait, he durA not piiAi the piinciple to fuch an extent as 
was contended for. Prclfed as the |)eop!e of this country 
were by taxes, furely this was not the tiine fi r raifing the 
price of the neceilaries oflifc on any plan of Ipeculative ad¬ 
vantage, which, even allowing the piinciples to be juft, 
piuft be called an expctiniental one, He protefted againft; 
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Ihefonfeqacncet that might follow from adopting it, and 
hoped the Hoofe would fra too much for the labourers and 
manufadurers of this couiftry to accede to the propofal. 

Alderman Sir Watkin Lewes, Mr. Yorke, and Mr. Pitt, 
alfofpoke in fupport of the motion; the latter erpeciatly 
urged the ncceffily of our aiTuring the Americans, that* they 
night fafely fend their corn to this country, which would 
prove a certain market to them, withoiit clogging the im¬ 
portation with the inconvenience that had on a former occa- 
fion occurred, in confequence of the doubt whether it would 
beieceived heie or not. 

The queftion was at length put, wlien ti>e Houfe di¬ 
vided; 

Ayes, .59; Noes, 48. 

The Report of the Sierra Leone bill h’lving been brought 
up, Mr. Heywood was (after a fliort converfation on the 
queftion whether he Ihnuld be heard or not) called to the 
^r, and heard againA tlie bill, as Counlel for the Liverpool 
merchants. 

Mr. Gafeoyne moved a claufe, as foop as Mr. Heywood 
had finilhed, the objei^ pf which was to ena£t that the pre- 
ient right of Bntilh fubjedlis to trade to that pait of Africa, 
ihould not be affefled by the operation of the bill. 

Mr. Thornton, after a few words, moved two amend¬ 
ments to the propofed clsiule, both of which were agreed 
to. 

A claufe was introduced by Mr. Thornton to limit tht 
duration of the Company's exillence to thirty one years. 
Agreed to. 

j/f,. Mr. H^jt wifhed for a claufe to make the private for- 
Buficy. tunes of the gentlemen, who were concerned 111 this under¬ 
taking, refponlible for the whole of the loiTes, whatever 
they might be; or to oblige them to keep their accounts fq 
as to be liable to parliamentary infpedlion, that the public 
might from time to time know how they went on. 

Mr. Mr. Tl&ornfsn laid, there was a claufe, obliging the com- 
HMratoo pany to keep journals and accounts for public infpec- 
tion. 

The bill being gone through, was ordered to be engrofled^i 
and read a third time on Thurfday- 

The Houfe adjourned. 

The order of the day being read, for the Houle going 
Into a Committee on the bill tor eftabljfliing and confirming 
an order or lefolution of the Governor and Council of Ben¬ 
gal, &9. and a motion being made that the Speaker leave the 
chair, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Francis faid, that hig objeAiont to thit bill werh 
founded upon the def<‘£tg of its principles; principles, which pnacii. 
he confidered himfelf as bound by his duty to oppofeaodce- 
probate. He had, with a view of drawing attention, for- 
merly ilated the novelty and importance of the m^uns 

E ropofed. He mu ft ftill farther requeft attention to what 
e had now'to ftat^ though he knew how dull and tedtoua 
every difculHon of Indian affairs appeared to the ^rs oftht 
Houfe, and the fenfe of the public; but this circumftance^ 

"'While it could not render it lefs his duty to bring forward 
fuch diicuflion, increafed the merit of their attention. What 
ought hrft,'Mr. Francis faid, to claim attention was the 
ftate of India. Lord Cornwallis quits his Government to 
go to a diftant quarter, and take the condu 61 of a war. The 
extraordinary powers which were granted to him upon this 
occafion certainly indicated a moft important crifis. The 
different ways in which news had been publifhed by His 
Majefty’s fervants gave likewife fome room for apprehenfion* 

, Favouiable new« was publiflied in a Gazette with thegreateft 
care and ofteittation: the moft trifling acquifitions were pom- 
peully enumetated; but every information of a contrary 
tendency was diligently fuppreffed. This method had not 
always been adopted. A perfon whofe name he ihould never 
recoiled^ without admiration and reverence, had, during his 
adminiftiation, upon the firft arrival of every intelligence^ 
communicated it in a Gazette to the public. In this rei'petft, 
however, fucreeding Minlfters feemed to have degenerated 
from fo excellent an example. 

When Parliament, he ftiid, in 1773, firft interfered in 
the Government of India, they appointed the Council to 
confift of five perfons, and plated in the majority the power 
of decifion. If one died, the Governor General, merely * 
that they might be enabled to decide, was allowed a calling 
vote. If he fliould at any time be abfent, the calling vote 
belonged to the oldeft Member. Four then were appointed 
^exprefsly for the purpofe of giving to the Governor always 
a calling vote. Nay, it was farther eiiadled, that even if 
three Ihould diflent, he, upon his own authority, ihould be 
enabled to adl without them. S:ill, however, amidft this 
enormous power, there remained fome weight attached to 
the opinions of the Council, and a confequent check upon 
the condu^ of the Governor. They had now, however, 
come to the laft gradation; even this remaining check was 
removed. All power centered in the Governor to an extent, 
iff which it ought never to be committed to one man. Lord 
Cornwallis was not bound to confult the Council. This 
indeed might not be eafy. But he was not bound, while in 
the neighbourhood, to confult the prefidency of Fort St. 

George, 
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Geof£;e9 who> ilf tbejr were fit to govern, muft likewife be 
fuppofed qualified to aififi by their advice. All his afls palV» 
prelent, and to come, were fan£lioned. It had been agreed, 
Mr. FianciS laid, of which, indeed, he could not appiove, 
that all engagements of the company’s fervants Ihould bind 
this country. \ow, the country became bound by the 
engage neiits, wluteverthey might be, of one individual. 
Lvei y thing was to be done by his foie power and author ty. 
No' was this power limited; it was to extend to the end of 
the prffeiit war, whirh might yet continue four or five 
ye irs; during which fpice we were to look forward Lo iHC 
terminition of our piefent civil Government itijndia He 
doubted not the intenti ms of the prefent Governor General; 
he dilputed not his ahilmes; but the {tower which was 
granted to him he could not approve, even in the pofleflUon 
ct his deareft inend. 1 he prehdency dared not give orders, 
leil the\ lli:^uld clafli with thole ot Lord Coinwil'is. In 
the mpa i tme, m provihon was made for the Governintnt 
of Bengil, no precautions taken for it* fecunty. It was de¬ 
prived cf him, to whofe com Ids and protedion alone it 
was taught to look for fafety, and deprived of the .advantages 
of a reguhr Government, .md the f curity of the means of 
defence. This melancholy truth appeared as the refult of 
the wliole; that after all the adls ol Pat liament which had 
been made, fuch wis the fituation of difiiculty and embarrafs- 
ment into which we ha 1 fallen in India, that we were at 
laft obIig<'d to reioit to the grand remedy of abfolute 
power. 

General General Smi h did not more approve of granting fuch ex- 

Smith. tta'>'dimry pawers to .my commaider or Cjovernor, than 
the honourable gentleman who fpoke lafi; but while tha 
hoiK u’ ihle genllennn complained of the meal are, he wifhed 
that he lud likewile pointed out any oth<*r remedy, which, 
in tlie itmeiit fitiia ion of India, could he adopted. Thtt 
Ge. (lui heie read an extra£l fiom a letter of Lord Macart- 
mvto Sii Pyie Coote, winch contained, in his opinion, a 
cil" exa< 5 llY hm hr. He (aid he wilh d to aiS: confifiently 
with liimltl ; and conclud'^d with juftifying the meafuro 
fromP ciuccllity ofthe Eail India Company's afiairs. 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox, laid, the fituation mufi indeed be extreme, that 
re-juned a remedy fo defperate. Of ill refources, theraoil 
d^l{CIa:e, and the leaft jufitfied by experience, was abfolute 
power. He could notallow of the fimilanty of the cafe of 
Loid Alicartnes’s letter. The Nabob’s country had then 
been afTigned; it was now taken. Nothing could be more 
difteic nt than the condudf purfued in the two inftances; aitd 
as much as he approved the one, he condemned and re¬ 
probated the otlieu He knew, indeed, that it was not po^ 
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fible> at this period, to take up the fubjefi^, in the magnitude 
it demanded. He iliould, therefore, now decline the talk, 
leltTving to himfelf to enter into a more complete dilcuf- 
lionof it on fome future and more fuitaMe occalion. Mr. 

Fox faid, he mufi own, that he coul 1 not help regarding 
the leizuie of the territory of the Nabob of Aicot, as it had 
been denoipinated by an honourable M^'inbei, the moft vio¬ 
lent iriftai 5 liun of treaty tlut had cvei Iiet^nattempted. 

General Sm th role to explain; he laid, that he by no General 
nv'ans intended to approve of the feizure of the Nabob of Smith. 
Afeot’s. teiiitoiy. He meant only to ftate a general iimila- 
rity Iwtwventhe cale ot L rd Macaitney’s Jettirand the 
prelint, in \s Inch, from the lame iiLcellity, nieafures neatly 
the lame had hci n adoptf d. 

Mr. Dundus faul, that the candour of the tight honour- Mr. 
able gentleman who had promifid to make the affairs of India Dundw. 
the lubjei'l ot futuie i onfideration, WMS entitled to the highell 
a])[Mohation. He hid piomi'td to bring forward the dif- 
culRon fully and fanly, and not, as had already been at¬ 
tempted, by ii.any cnllatc1.1l v\ayi. Vl'hen it Ihould be fo 
bi ought forwaid, he moll ccilai ily fliould be prepared to 
meet him. A^y opinion, Mr. Dundaslaid, which could lie 
foimcd fioin tne papers at prefent on the table, muft be 
veiy lalh; and it was but fair, in older to determine with 
piecifion, to wait till they 111 luhl be pofl* ifed of the proper 
means ot infeiination; and till thnfe concerned Ihould have 
been able to furnini the materials of the’r own j iftificalion. 

If there was any fault in the hill, he faid, it wa-ito be con- 
lideied whether any gentleman woul 1 , by the hde wind of a 
rbiufe, wiOi to oveiiuin the whole of the piehnt fy Hero of 
Cjovernmcnt m India. I'he hill w'as temporary, and lor a 
tempoiaiy purpole. All the power which is gtanted was 
now cxiAing in India, and .ifled upon. And the debate was, 
whether they lliould, by this bill, render the acts of fioverii- 
menl legal, or leave them the fubjefls of doubt and cavil. 

The hill itfelf, Mr. Dundas faid, afforded the ftrongeft proof 
that the power granted was not legal, lince, from this cir- 
cuinAanceonly, it was that a bill could be necelTary to ella- 
bliAi and confirm it. 

Mr. Fox in ie|)ly faid, that the papers on the table were Mr. Fo*. 
at prefent the only means afforded them of judging. The 
opinion which he had formed from thefe, might be wrong; 
hut till fome farther explanation Ihould be given, he muft re¬ 
main in the fame peifuafion. 

Mr. Francis declaied his opinion, that the powers given 
were illegal and improper. 

Major Scott faid, that there had taken place a clear breach Maj.ScMi* 
of two treaties, in the cafe of the Nabob of Arcot, and ^the 
VoL. XXIX. jR Nabob 
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Kabob of Travaneore. It had been moved to have the pa¬ 
pers printed, but the motion had been negatived. He had 
again moved that they 0JoulJ be printed, but had been told 
that^is motion could not lie admitted, unlefs he meant to 
bring f rward a charge. For his own part, he had^onfi- 
dered It as a fufiictetir ground for a motion, that a ftionget 
9<51 had been committed than any of thuie which bad fuinifiied 
fubjfftsof accufation to the H-»ufe. 

1 he Houle then went into the Committee, Mr. Steele m 
the chairi,, Some converfat.un took place on the did^nnt 
claufes. 

General General Smub complained of the extreme hardlhip, that 
Smith. offic'*rs, u ho hid been fo long in this country, Ihould not 
again be fulTeted to go cut into India, and propofed a claufe 
for repealing this ad. 

The Chairman Hared, that as this claiiff was not immedi¬ 
ately applicable to the fuhjed of the bill, it would come 
forward with more propiiety as a fepante motion. 

Mr. Mr. ////•)> 5 /Zry faid, the Houfe muft know, from the pipers 
Hippelley on the table, that on a formf^r occallon. Lord Macartney and 
his Counlel hid reiolved to refill the extraoidinary powers 
delegated by the Supierne Council to Sir£y#Coote; that it 
was poIUble that the powers now delegated to Lord Corn¬ 
wallis might alio be oppofed, as their illegality would necef- 
farily be as obv ous to the underllinding of thofe in India, as 
it was to this Houle. The bill itfelf afibrded a proof, as the 
right honourable gentleman who introduced it (Mr. Dundas) 
had conftiPd, tint the powers granted to Lotd Cornwallis 
had been illegal; it was tberefoie neceflary, by edablilhing 
and confiiming them retrofpedively, to Ihelter the noble 
Earl in the exticife of tlroie illegal powers. An equal ten- 
<]ernels and confideration Ihould, in common juHice, be ma- 
nifellcd by the bill towards the fituation of General Medows, 
or any other perfon who might have thought it their duty to 
have reiiHed the authont.'itiveexercife of powers, which, in 
their judgement alfo, appeared to have been illegally dele¬ 
gated, and without a claufe of ind«*mnity, would ^ left in a 
very fei lous predicament, from having acquitted what they 
might coniider as an aiSl of duty The cafe having fo nearly 
occurred m the mHance of a former Government, might fuf- 
Hcientiv juRify the appiehenfioif of its occurring in the pre¬ 
lent. Mr. Hippefley therefore Would mov€r, that the fol¬ 
lowing claufe might Hand part of the bill: 

That nothing m this bill Hiall extend to aScSt any per- 
** fon or perfons, who may have reiiHed the authority of 
** the Governor General, jading under the delegation of 
« powers fiom the Supreme Council) by fubjedling fuch 
** peribn or perfons to pains or penalties, which they might 
1 •• have 
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** have incurred, had the authorky originally delegated been 
« legal.” 

Mr. Dundas thought it was not proper to anticipate any Mr. 
refinance on the part of General Mcdows, ro tie authority Dundas. 
delegajted to Lord Cornwallis, and therefore the claufe was 
improper. 

Mr. HippfJIey contended for its propriety, as an a<^ of im- Mr. 
partial juftice and conilderation to General Medows’s delicate 
lituation efpecially, whofe perfonal refponfiniiity rendered it 
n/^ntV.in him to oppofe the exercife of illegal authority, 
within his Government, however zealous, as doubtlefs he 
would he, nn his co-operation with Lord Cornwallis’s gene¬ 
ral plans for the conduft of the war. 

Mr. Fox fupported the claule moved by Mr. Hippefley ; 
the claufe was JoH, and the bill ordered to be reported to¬ 
morrow. 

The Speaker having refumed the chair, 

Mr. Hipprjley obferved, that what had fallen from an Mr. 
honourable (.jcneral, in Aating the difficulties under w’hich Hippeflty 
the Company’s officers laboured, in a particular inftance, 
would, he flattered himfelf, he a fufficient apology for his 
trefpaffiiig fhortly on the patience of the Houfe, and offering 
to their conlideration an hardfliip of the greateft magnitude, 
and the more kvete, as they were allotted to bear it at the 
fame inftant th.it the King’s military forces in the fame gar- 
rifons, or on the fame duty, were exempted from it. 1 hat 
it mull he in the recolIeiSlion of many Membeis of the 
FJoufe, and of every one who had read the hiflory of the laft 
war, that the Company’s military were fuffering under an 
arrearof 15, 18, and even 20 months, when Ilis Majefty’i 
troops were paid up regularly two months in advance. T hat 
this was not the only feverity attached to their contrafted 
fituation ; the King’s troops were paid in gold, purchafed at 
a premium, and coiifequently at a lofs to the Company, whilft 
the Company’s troops are paid their pittance in a debafed 
currency, on which almofl an immediate lofs was often felt 
of ten or fifteen per cent. The confequence of thefe heavy 
arrears appeared in feveral mutinies among the fepoys, 
which, indeed, were foon checked, by the meritorious and 
exemplary condudl of their officers; but which ftill had 
left a very ferious impreffion, and might not be always 
equally fuccefsful in fuppreffing the alarming conie- 
quences of diffcntlons (o jullifiably founded. Mr. Hip¬ 
pefley here obferved, that General Medows had himfelf 
acknowledged, that a heavy arrear was accruing, more 
than twelve months fmee; that he could not, therefore, but 
anticipate alarming confequences, if fuch odious diflin^ions 
ilill were to obtain between the King’s and Company’s roili- 

3 R 2 tary» 
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t«ry, wliofe merits and fervices were equal. He therefore 
hedged to read the following rei'JIution, which' he would 
leave on the table, in* the hope that the executive Power 
would follow it up with the heft and fpeedibft means of re¬ 
medying the evil; 

“ That the payments to His Majelly’s troops, ferving in 
** India, and ihofe of the Eaft-lndia Company, Ought to be 
kept as equal as poilible, and that no diftin£lion fhould 
be made in the denomination of currency in which fuch 
payments are iflued to the military, ferving in tli^Jitme” 
<* warrifons or diAri 61 s. 

‘*\That it is the duty of thofe entrufted with th*e direiflion 
or control of the aflPiiirs of the £aft«India Company, to fend 
out fnch orders to their Governments, as may moil eftec- 
“ tually fecure the obfervance of a regulation fo neceffary to 
“ preftTVc harmony in the fervice.” 

M. Pitt. Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that before the motion was taken 
into confiderniion, the fads on which it was founded muft 
be eAahhflie.d, 

. ivir, Mr. Hippc/lcv faid, he pledged himfelf to prove the fads 
Hippcfley to the fatisfadion of the Houfe, by incontrovertible docu¬ 
ments ; and Hiould, if he now withdrew his motion, prels 
for another day to bring it foi ward with his proofs. This he 
owed to the ftrvice, wiih which he had for many years the 
honour to be connedcd. 

At the inflance of Mr. Chancellor Pitt, the motion was 
withdrawn. 

The order of the day being read for refolving into a Com¬ 
mittee on the India papers, 

Mr. Mr. Benfield laid, that as fomc of the moft material papers 
Eenfield. had been printed hut the day before, althotigh he had given 
.all poHible attention to them fince, he had not been able to 
make himfelf fully mailer of them. He, theiefore, willied 
the Committee to l>e poUponed, till gentlemen had had time 
to perufe the papers.- 

Mr. Mr. Dundas replied that he had repeatedly put off the 
Dundas. Committee, at there<|L'ell of fevera! gentlemen; and were he 
to put it off again, he did not know what day he could name 
/or it. The papers in quelliun h<id arrived hut lately, and 
contained nothing that might not be underllood in a few 
hours. 

The Houfe then refolved itfelf into the Committee. 

Mr. Dundas faid, he was now enabled to (late the finances 
of India, from more perfetSl and more regular accounts than 
he had been provided with on any former occafion. For¬ 
merly he had been obliged to make out rather an efilmate 
than an account, from a number of detached accounts from 
the feveral prefidencies. He was now furnilhed with 

accounts 
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Accounts from eacli, of the receipt and expenditure for three 
years, with comparativlr accounts of the eftimated and adual 
leceipt and expenditure for 1789-^, and eftimates of the 
piobable recet||^and expenditure from April 30, 1790, to 
.May tit, 1794. Sucli accounts he had always recommended 
to tjie fevenf^efillencies; and after much cot refpondence 
on tlte iub]e6^ht had it lift obtained them. They wete 
in tde up at tiie latcll dite poflible, fo late indeed, that the 
accounts from Bombiy had Ix en leceived only by the lafl 
fin . 


Mu Dundas now proceeded to ftate the accounts, as 
follon. • • 

AUbFRACr of INDIAN BUDGET ACCOUNTS, 1791, 


Curreai Rupees, 

L. Sterling. 

The fuiplus dated hd ynr for 17 88 0 

at 2s. 

J» 709»389 

By the da ement ot this year tor 1789 90 

•t 

1,409,079 

Diti> dice ^00,310* - 

B r N G A L. 

Bevenuts sirle edimatcd for 1789 90 at - 

5,60,93,971 

5,609,397 

A<^Iu il (ollt< 5 tions 

5,62,06,56a 

5,620,656 

Revenues more tl in edimated by 

1,12,591 

11.259 

Cliatges for 1789-90 ef imatcd at 

3,16,26,270 

3,162,627 

Actual imouiit 

3,12,01,436 

3,120.149 

Chaiges lefi than edimated 

4.24,784 

42,478 

Excels of revenues 

i»« 2 , 59 * 

11,259 

Afluil refult better tlian edimated 

5 » 37.375 

S 3 . 73 ? 

Revenues for 1790 91 edimated at 

5 , 22 , 39 , 4'>7 

5,223,942 

Charges for ditto ditto 

3,18,32,217 

3**83,221 

^'urplus - 

2,04,07,210 

2,040,721 

“Whuh Is lefs by 459,786!. tbui the 
afluil luiplus ot 1789 90, which 

amounted to - - 

2,50,05,076 

2,500,507 

R’venuesof 1787 8 were 

5,20,28,527 

5,202,852 

1788 9 - 

5,53,88,1 4 

5,538,8*1 

178990 

5,62,06,562 

5,620,656 

Avenge of thofe thiec ycais 

S» 4 S»+^o 67 

5 454 »*o 6 
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Crofs revenues on an average of tlie years 
2787 89 and i789>90 

The eftimate for 1789 90 was not received 
in time, but it was afterwards, and the 
revenues were eftimated to amount to 
They aiSiually amounted to • 

• Deficiency - 

Charges I789'90cilimated to amount to 
Adual amount 


The diffetence is 

Which added to deficiency of receipts as 
above, the 0^///a/ai count appears vioife 
than the cJiimoK^ one, by 

Revenues for i790«'9k efiimated to amount to 
And charges eilimated at 


BOMBAY. 

Average revenues of three years, 1787-8 to 
1789-90 

Revenues eilimated to amount in 1789-90 to 
Adlual amount 'r 

Revenues more than eftimated 

The charges were eftimated at 
The adlu^ fum incurred was 

Charges lefs than eilimated 

Adding excefs of revenue to deficiency of 
,7' chaises, the adlual refult appears better 
than was eilimated by • 

The revenues for the year 1790-91 are elli- 
mated at > 

'‘And the charges to amount to 

Exoefs of chaiges 


Figodt’S at Es. 

L. Sterling. 

3 i>^ 3»394 

*»a 65,337 

34,90,360 

€ 

1,396,144 

3 »* 39 » 5*9 

1,25 c,807 

• 

3 »K ‘41 

140,337 

37 > 7 *» 36 o 

1,503,544 

4 J,^ 7 o "7 

1,73 .014 

5.76,177 

230,470 


9»37>o>8 370,807 


44,15,941 1,766,375 

f>3'7'j4.8 2,54^573 


19.55 407 

782,199 

Supees. 

L. Stalling. 

13,08,314 

151*764 

11,91,627 

14,41,405 

138,2^8 

167,319 

2,50,778 

29,091 

49.02,676 

48,02,685 

568,710 

557 . 1^0 

99,991 

11,Coo 

3*50,769 

40,691 

22,96,316 

67 » 96»753 

266,373 

788,424 

45 * 00,437 

522,051 
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BENCOOLEN and PINANGI , 


'^ncoolen icvenues on an average of three 
yeais, 1786-7 to 1788-9 


7 he expences of Bencoolen and Pinang were 
eftimited lafl year to amount to 
T he fuppl es from Beng il, in the year 
1789 90, amounted to 

Lefii than eilimated 

Thefe expenccs for 1790-91, aie eftimated 
to amount to - 


Dollars at 51. 

L. Sterlikig. 

1 C,C 44 

3 ** 6 1 

Ctir Rupees. 


6,50,000 

65,000 

4 * 39*449 

43>944 

2,10,558 

21,056 

5,00,000 

50,000 


GENERAL VIEW. 


Actual Revenues of 1789-90. 


Bengal, current rupees 
iVladras, pagodas 
Bombay, rupees 


5,62,06,561 jC*S>620 656 
3 ^ 39 »S *9 i»25S,8o8 

I 4 , 42 » 40 S *67,319 


Total revenues 


X;.7,043,783 


Aciual Charges of 1789-90. 


Bengal, current rupees 
Madias, pagodas 
Bombay, rupees 


3,12,01,486 £ 3,120,149 

43 » 47 »S 37 i» 739 »oiS 

48,02,685 S‘^7^J*o ' 

-5*4*6,274 


* *627,509 

Expences of Bencoolen and Pinang • 43,944 

Net Revenues - - **587,765 

Add, 

The amount of import fales and of certificates - 263,940 


The total is - *>847,505 

Dedna vrhat paid for intereft on the debt, as ftated in lafl- 
year’s account ... 438,426 

Applicable to the purchafe of invefiments, the payment 
of commercial charges, &c. - - 1,409,379 
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Current Rupeet, 


The debts in India on Apiil 30, 1789, as 
per laft year’s ftatement 

Ditto on the 30th of A[ iil, 1790 

Incrcafe of debts 

Amount of debts beaiing intercff, nat<*<* lail 
year _ _ - 

Ditto by this ycai’s flatemcnt 

Increafe of debt bearing inteieft - 

Interefl payable in India on the d(bt llattd 
laft year 

Ditto on the debt in this yeai’s ftattin''nt 

IncitaH: of inteicft 

To the increafeof debts in Indn, ts above 
ftated 

Add, 

The amount fubferded to the lemittince 
plan in the year 89 90 

The Aim is the total mere i^eof dsbr in Indi i, 
which np)>ears to have bein inadt n he 
yeai 1789 90 


at xb. 




6,6S,o'»,840 

6,680,284 

7,056,651 

37,63,f86 

376,368 

5,2f,0b,727 

5>40,69 ,jS 7 

5,260,672 

5»406,935 

14,62,630 

146,263 

43, R^'»f3 

44. -1,066 

4 o®» 46 i 
447,ic6 

16,80^ 

b,0do 

37,63 686 

37^j6S 

39.9 

3*>9,i33 

77»?5>o"S 

77q,p2 


ACCOUNT of the Appropriation of the Gut plus Revenues of India, 
and of the Incieaie of Dcbt^ there in 17^9 90. 


Net revenues, as before ft ited 

Received from the falc of imports and certificates 


Intereft payable on the debts ftated laft year 

Net furplas 


i i»s8:.s65 

^63,940 


*1847,501; 

^38,426 


1,409,079 


SUPPLIES 
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SUPPLIES to Eiitope and China, from the Rsfources of 

India, vis* 




Prime coft of cat|;oes fhipped 
- for Europe, - C. R, 
olS^lies to China from Bengal 
Commercial charges at the 
feveral Preiidencies, not 
included m the invoice 


11,01,56,157 

21,11,009 

Jo, 34 »i 90 


jf.1,015,615 

211 ,lOX 


103,419 

- i» 330 »> 3 S 


• Remains - 78>944 

Add the amount by which the debts in India appear to have 

been incrcaled in the year - - 775 * 5^9 

Increafe of debt and remaining furplus to be explained ^.854,446 

The balance of cafli and hills 

receivable at Bengal, Ma> Cur* R, £* 

dras, Bombay, and Ben- 
coolen, on 30th of April, 

1790, as per quick Rocks 1,38,94,840 i>389,484 

Ditto ditto on 30th April, 

1789, as per lail yearns ac¬ 
counts • ^ 1,18,24,800 1,182,480 


Increafe of ca(h appropriated • 207,004 

The amount advanced for the 
provifion of inveitment at 


Bengal 

Do. at Madras, Ps. 3,10,480, c 
Do at Boinbav, Ks. Q,5Q,s^2 
Do. at Bencoolen 

Total advanced 
The value of cargoes (hipped 
from thofe Preiidencies in 
the year 

Advanced for the purchafe of 
goods, more than fhipped for 
Europe in the year 
Increafe of caih, and fums ad¬ 
vanced for the provifion of 
inveilment - * 

The following fums have alfo 
been charged again ft the 
Company, which form ne 


*>07,54,912 

* 3 ** 9 >S 40 

iJ> 13*057 

1,11,043 

*> 32 > 98 >SSa 

1,01,56,157 
3**42>395 3'4>23f 

52**243 

3S 


fan 
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part of theadaalexpencet * 

of the year: 

Increafe of debts owing to the 
Nabob of ^ root and Rajah 
of Tanjore^s pnvate credi¬ 
tors, not received by the 
Company, pags 3,96,766 16,86,125 

And a fnm was to be paid to 
the Nizam, on giving up 
theGuntoorCitcar, in Sep¬ 
tember 1788, which, with 
the peihcnlh to 30th Apnl, 

1789, amounted to pagodas 
3>63,013, not included in 
laft JOLT it account - i ^,42,805 

Thefe account for an increafe 

of debt to the amount of 3Z>29»030 322,903 844,146 

10,300 

The accounts. No. 27, a8, and 34, fliew alfo fome other article! 
of receipt and expenditure, under the heads of Profit and Lofs, dtc. 
•which, as they nearly balance each other, are omitted. About a lack 
of pagodas appear to have been received at Madras for bills on the 
Court, which is nearly the increafed value of Rotes thert^ at per 
No. 36* 

Mr. Dnndas havtng finilhed his calculations, obferved, 
that he had on former occafions entered into (ome confidera- 
tions how far the general ftate of affairs of the Eaft India 
Company was likely to be permanent. H he Committee 
would certainly not expe^ from him, that he (hould enter 
intoany difcuffion ofthat kind at prefent; becaufe, to give 
an account of what was likely to ^ the fiiture profpea of 
India, during a depending war, would be an attempt very 
idle and very ufelefs, and not at all calculated to afford any 
information to the Committee. He Ihould, he faid, have 
wiflied to have remained totally filent till peace hadbeert re- 
ffored to India, when be might have been able to have judged 
of the importance of India, as conneded with the political 
ftate, the trad^ and commercial affairs of this kingdom ; 
but if he were to be totally filent, it might be inferrra that 
he acquiefced in many things which he lud heard, in many 
things which he bad leen, and in many thims which he had 
read, within fome weeks paft. 1 hey had bc»n told, the^ 
buntes were fo heavy and grievous, tnat they were not 
be fupportedby alithft zefources India; that diey were 

thxeatned 
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threatened with inftant ruin ; an^ in order that thaie delu- 
fioiis ini{,ht have t^eir full colouring, it had been afl^rted that 
allthofe heaiy burdtni might probably very Coon come on 
the re if cnues of this country, for that tt was impoffiblethat 
thb revenues of India could foftaip them. There certainly 
h&dheen, Mr. Dundas obferved, po want of colouring to 
heighten thajt bullnefs. Some gentlemen had caculated tlie 
expence of the war in India at the rate of thiee iiiillions, 
others at four, others at fix ir *''' i v«ay, he had heard it 
ftated at twelve millions )' accounts lu their 

amounts, exadll'* ■< aited the vivawli.y of the feveral gen¬ 
tlemen whpd 'ogivethe ftatement. He however was 
not, he de i J, ablurd enough to entei into a conteft with 
any of tl <. ‘w calculators. There muft be fome data on which 
to proceed, fome accounts from w^ * * were 

drawn; but they had neither one ior the other before them; 
he had heard fpeculations on numbers of millions upon 
millions, without a fi^le account having been laid upon the 
table. He had, Mr. Dundas faid, Aared a variety of calcu- 
. lations, but hitherto no accounts had been moved for, men¬ 
tioned!, or laid before the Houfe, from which fuch a Aate- 
ment could poffibly have been afcertained. There was, he 
knew, one eAimate before the Houf^ upon which fome 
account might betaken. He guarded againA being among 
the number of thufe who wiAied fui war in India, or who 
exprefled their hopes of the fuccefs of the war. God only 
knew, his wifli and prayer had always been for peace. 
Peace had been his prayer, even at the ti^ when he heard of 
the vidories on the Malabar coaA. 

When fome had chofen tu afiert, that the Indian war had 
originated in this country, it was fome confolat'on to him to 
refled, that, from the moment he had heard of a war in 
India, no means had been negleded in this country tofupply ■ 
that country with force fufficient to enable Government to 
bring it to a fpeedy and honourable iAtie. He had endea¬ 
voured, Mr. Dundas laid, to afford ample means to bring 
, the war toafliort and honourable coiiclufion; but to have 
wiAied for the commencement of the war, as had been af- 
ferted, would have been to have entertained a wiAi adverfe 
to every view he could have in life, to every wilh and view 
that could exiA in his mind, or in that of the (governor Ge¬ 
neral. Thete was no evidence whatever of fuch being the 
cafe, becaufe it was impoflihie there fhould be evidence of a 
fad that never exiAed. He faid, that at the fame rime that 
he defended himfilf againA the a.Terncn that he was the au- 
thoi of the Indian war, he begged leave to lemind the Com- 
mittte, that the very fit A time it was made the (ubjed of 
debate in that Hoof^ he had defired not to be confidered as 
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giving any opinion at alt with regard to the event. All 
wars were in their nature uncertain, and liable to a variety 
of contingencies that weie incapable of calculation, and 
therefoie with regard to the fuccefs of the war, he had wifhed 
to f^y nothing. It was, he hoped, unneceEary to cqpfider 
the Indian Vrar in that gloomy point of view in which itlTad 
been reprefented, as it it would diam the iinances of India. 
"When that queilion was brought loi ward, he ihould, he de¬ 
clared, take his fhare in the difcudion of it; but, it they 
wllhed to form any thing like a judgement as to the expi nces 
of the war, thcie was, he faid, only one paper on the uble 
that deferved the name of a probable leceipt ahd difburie- 
ment for 1791. 'ihe amount of Mr. Dundas*s calculation 
on this paper was, that whatever the inveilmenr coft .ibove 
552,8261. was likely ro be th? expence of the war. Piut he 
begged it by no means to be fuppofed th it he declared this 
cxprefsly and pofitively to be the real amount. 

With regard to the Indian eflimates in geneial, he would, 
Mr. Dundas faid, take upon him to affirm that fiotn the 
mannei in whicli he took credit for them, he was perfedlly* 
warranted to afk it, and to expert it, particulnily for Bengal. 
They had ever been fo cautious in making their eilimates, 
that the aiflual revenue hid always been more than the elli- 
mated revenue, and the real charges lefs than the ellimated 
charges. Anotlier thing, veiy mateiial to be taken into the 
account, was, the time when thefe eftimates W'ere made up. 
Thofe of Bengal were not made up eat her than the firft of 
Auguft laft, and Sofe of Madras not later thin September; 
men did not lit down in their clofets, and make thefe 
calculations in addition to the uncertain expense oi the war. 
But thele calculations were formed at a time when they had 
expelience with legard to the war to guide them; they mull 
therefore have had in view the fetllemeiit for the remaining 
months of the year. This wa*, Mi. Dundas laid. Hill far¬ 
ther con fu m« d by this circumllancc, namel , th it in Bombay 
eight months of the currency of the yc.ar had fion^, 450,'“ool. 
was fpent, and for the remiii ing foui months there wertf 
250,000!. '1 here weie, he con felled, two chaigcs, no clli- 

mate of the »xptnees of wh di was given; the one was 
for General Medows’s aimy thiee months, w!»en they pallt'd 
in'o the Vvfore countjy, not in the month of Oflohcr, as 
expelled I’ut in the month of January, during which period 
no provifion was made for the aimy : fecondly, no account 
was taken of the regiments, which Lord Cornw’allis meant 
to carry with him from B’ngalto Madias He hoped he 
bad complied wrli the willies of a right ho.iouiahle gentle¬ 
man, in la*, mg, as far as Ik could, the expenccs of the war 
before the Houfc, Mr. iJundas begged he might not be 
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mifunderftood; he relied not on the eftimate on the table* 
nor did he give any plan of his own* but bethought he was 
perfeAly warrant^ to fay, that thofe who romantically 
calculated the expence of the prefent war m India at three, 
fourjL.fix, ortwrlve naillions, could do it for no other pur- 
pofe than merely to alarm the country, .is matters then ilood. 

Without more papers and bettc r inform ition to guide their 
judgements, they muft all allow that they were fpeaking 
perfeflly at random on the lubjedl. He owned, that he 
had great reafon to lament the expence of the war, but he 
could nor agiee with thofe who thought tha” the prefent 
war, undA anv probable iffuc, was aluhjeifl that ought to 
crea*-! 1 thnr minds that gloom and alarm which it feemed 
to hiselpii ad amoi g fome gentlemen. In 1783, when it 
was CO 'iinonly <upp »led thit the 1 aft Tnd»n Company owed 
fourmilluns, th- right hononral It gtntlemin oppofite to 
hiin(VIr. I O') who ciitainly had not wifli'*d to let the 
aft r» ot the Cmnpain in the heft 1 ght, decla d he Iielicved 
their diht was aho\t tin millions, before 1785, Mr. Dun- 
das laid, 1’was in fa<fl vbrst ten millions J herefore, it 
tluv c'mpared the ftait of the Company’s aflFiirs at that pe¬ 
riod, when cserv mIII was afrad to appioicli it, although 
It i ad hippily brtn encountti' ), and lookid at this, tluy 
would perceive no rtafon for defponding w ith recrard to Indi.a. 

He was fuie he did not envy his right honourable friend, 
nor was he deftrous of unden aluing the rcfnurces of this 
country, hut he was of opinion that tlie day was much 
nearer when the lelouices of India w'ould funnfh a^hftance 
to tins country, thni when tins cotintiv would be obliged 
to lend htraid and lupport to India Vi ith this declaiation 
Mr. Dundas concluded, and faid he fhould not trouble the 
Committee at greater length on the fubjei'f, but would 
move, “ 1 hat It is the opinion of this Comn.ittee that tHte 
“ a\ erage r« venue of three yea»'s of Mengal, Biharand Orixa 
“ amounts to 5 crore 4.5 lacks and 4 ,067 current ru- 
“ pees.** 

Ml. fox u P* as foon as Mi. Pm d is fat down, and faid,Mr.Fox. 
he did not nn an, at io late an hour, to ticfpafs long upon the 
Commnttf, hut he thought Inm'iif paiticularly called upon 
to lay loinething in reply to what h.id been faid in fome parts 
of the fpetch which they had heard from the right honourable 
gentleman who had juft fit down. And one ftnking point 
in It, and a mod material one he confidered it to be, v\as, 
that towards the conclufion, wheie the light honourable 
gentleman ftatrs that the day wras near at hand when Ind'a 
might be expciffed to he in th.it flounfliing flate, thit in 
place of calling upon I nglaiid for aid, Indn W( uid he enabled 
to aftbidaftlftance to England. 'Ih*s was an opinion, Mr. 
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F^xfiuA Wien it well &UQdeA^ tnufl^yt the gmteft 
£|ti<fiit£iiontothe couDtrjr; heewn^ liowever, that it did 
not appear to hin to iw well founded, upon any one ground of 
Aatement or arj^ment, that be had yet heard or been able 
to xecoUedl. fie muft like wife iay, that it had not the 
greater weigl t vi itu him, when be heard the aflertion xoi&e 
aftera moitgu.'ded and evaiive declaration^ that widi re> 
gard to the papen on the table, as far as they lefpeded the 
eap<*nces of the war in India, the Commit* * we e not to 
confider theonfjves as polled of the r’ ' ^nourabie gen* 
tkroan*s own opinion upon tha*- • , or the probable 

refult of It. A great part of ’ ^lu honourable gpntiemaii's 
fpeech, Mr. Foxfaid, had^^r^ employed to exculpate him* 
felf from the ch irge of being tbf author of the wai ui India. 
Fo’’ his part he thought it mattered not io mu h who was 
the author of ir, as wriiat were likely to be the conltqiiences 
of it; and upon that poirt, he believed, there could be hut 
one opinion in the country, and that wa!> entirely nft any 
war of the kind, which could he attend-d within od efF dl; 
was a certain exp'^^ceand ciliniity both at home and in 
India; and had not for ts objedl any thing tnat could fuflify 
the policy, jaftice, or expediency of it. He never had faid 
that the right honourable gentleman was the auth rofit; 
for he bad no preienfions to (ay lo, when he took fuch pains 
to dilclairo it; nor had he ever given his opinion on the 
amount of the eiqpeoces which might be incurred by that 
war. 

At to the eftimates now prefented, Mr. Fox faid, the 
right honourable gentleman had taken great pains to convince 
the Committee that no opinion could be formi d of the ex* 
pence by the eilimate on the table; and |t the fame time, in 
a very curious manner, argued as if he wifhed them to be¬ 
lieve that they might depend that the expences hitherto in¬ 
curred did not exceed that eftimate; and wlienhefaid, that 
it would be rafh, foolifli, and mad in him, or anyone, 10 
eftablifh opinions upon the probable expences from that efti- 
Qiat^ though he infinuated that it contained all that had been 
advanced in confequence of the war op to the lateA period of 
information, he believed the fa£f to be quite otlierwife, and 
that the expences already far exceeded the eftimate; a matter 
that, perhaps, with more piopriety might be afterwards 
difeufled. He believed that the ezpence would certainly 
amount to five or fix millions at leaft. From all that could 
be made out, Mr. Fox faid, fiom what odicial information 
they had received, from common news, aiiJ from the lateft 
letters from Madras, it was generally believed that it would 
he much greater, and the event very uncertain. I'he right 
honourable gentleman had alluded to his opinions, upon a 
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farmer occafiefei, nTpeding tlift am enrft of ilie'dAt te Inflia* 
arifing froM the erresrt, afid other chditgni» after the laft 
war in that country, and had ftattd that thefe arreart had 
far exceeded even what hit (Mr. Fox*t) own cqphiion had 
.^reckoned them at, and that the total debt amounted to mora 
'than ten rnillicmt. Now with this before their eyes, would 
any perfon be bold enough to fay, that arrears and debt 
would not bie iAcreafed after this war, even when it waa 
'concluded, in the fame manner as they did before t If they 
could fay fo, he would he glad to know upon what fuppo> 
fitton their opinions were founded. In fhoit, if this eftf- 
mate, when all the authority which th'* right honourable 
gentleman could give it, was added to it it feemed by his 
own account to be w rth nothing, as a guidance to the Com¬ 
mittee, or from which they could form any gueis of the pro¬ 
bable expence. 

The right honourable gentleman had flared, Mr. Fox faid, 
that he could not anfwer for the fuccefs of the war; to be 
fure he could not; but if much reliance was to be had on 
• the argument which he had ult'd throughout the whole of the 
difcullion on this Indian war, certainly the Committee had 
reafon to expefl that iuccels would be the refult of it; and 
if Ch^ thought this was the right honourable gentleman’s 
real fentiments, they no doubt would entertain fanguine 
hopes that his opinion was well grounded. Much Arefs 
had been laid upon the mannei in which the events that had 
already happened in India, were repreiented in this country; 
and it had been faid, that both in their nature and confe- 

S iences th^ had been much exaggerated. But if this was 
ecafe, Mr. Fox faid, he would a^, what fteps MiniAers 
had taken to convince the public that the fadls were other- 
wife, than common report Aated them to be ^ Or rather, by 
their total fuppreffion of all official communication, and * 
their (ilence with regard to the diipatches they had received, 
might it not be inferred, that their own opinions of the in¬ 
formation was worfe than the Aatement which the public 
• had, could lead them to form; when it feemed they dared 
not publifh the accounts which they had received > He was 
warranted, he faid, to fay this, when he called the attention 
of the Committee to the only communication that the pub¬ 
lic had received, and that without knowing by what autho¬ 
rity it was given; a letter fent to the newfpapers, giving an 
account, to be fore, of very gallant conduct both in our offi¬ 
cers and men, but little fatisfa£lion as to the progrefs or 
ftate of the war; and, at any rate, confidering the manner 
in which fome newfpapers were condu£led, the public had a 
right to fome more authentic mode of information, and 
might at lea^ have expected a Gazette upon this fufajedt. 

a Mr. 
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Mr* Fox again ilated, that he had not, nor could h^ 
give a dired opinion, neither, he believed, could any body, 
of what might be the probable expence of the war; but 
he could give an opinion as to the impropriety, and the in> 
juftice of the objed of it, which he underitood to be that 
of extirpating Tippoo Sultan. He, however, tiuftrd that 
we would, by fome kind of peace or other, bv not accom- 
plifhing that objei^, fave from difgiace and infamy the Bri- 
tilh charadier in fndia. He could not propliecy more than 
the right honourable gentleman; but did believe that we 
would be miftaken m all our hopes of fuccei'ii, miftaken in 
all our dehgns and purfuits againft Tippoo, and^nally mif* 
taken in out attempts to drive him from the Myiore coun¬ 
try; events, that had already happened, juftified thefe afler- 
tions, and we were daily hearing lomething or other which 
tended to corroborate thole luppofitions. Mr. Fox paid 
many compliments to the Biitiih army now in India, and was^ 
convinced of their exertions. They pofleBed, he faid, mili¬ 
tary ardour, great profefTional ikill, and confpicuous gallan¬ 
try, Highly, however, as he rated the Britilh force, we 
found that we had no leafon to think conteinptuouily of our 
adverfary; every irefli inllance only tended to confirm us in 
a contrary opinion. He would tlierefoie uifiB, that the I>eft 
news that this country could receive from India would be, 
that peace was concluded; and when he faid this, he Hiould 
be afked, what kind of peace would you wifli ? To this he 
would anfwer, any kind of peace, without addition of terri¬ 
tory, that could be obtained, and was not diflionourable to 
the country. Going to war for the acquifition or extenfion 
of territory, he would always reprobate as impolitic and 
unjuft. If you perilfl in the war, faid Mi. Fox, or, he 
might fay, even get immediate |)eace, what will be the confe- 
quence of the war vou have engaged in ? wliy the certainty 
of having your military force in India weakened and dimi- 
nifiied; your revenues, both there and at home, drained and 
exhaufted; and your name and charaifler, as a great nation, 
difgraced and lowered in the opinion of the world at large. 
As to the authors of the war, continued Mr. Fox, whatever 
difgrace they might meet with, it was not his builnefs to 
point them out; nor could he fay whether it originated with 
the government in India, or the Board of Controul. He 
iKlieved, however, the general opinion in this country was, 
tliat it was commenced in confequence of orders from home. 
In defending himfelf from any blame on this point, tlie right 
honourable gentleman had faid, who could fuppole that he, 
or thofe he adfed with, could wilh for a war } But what 
was this fort of argument, Mr. Fox ohferved, but the old 
exculpation of every Minifter, and his general defence, 

when 
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wlwa hit condoA was called in qneftioii* Whli luni he fiudy 
it had no wekht, and never conUt eaoept that heconld ad¬ 
mit a circflffiuwce^ mnelf impoffibk^ that it wai tbe^ca- 
liar intereft of a Minifter to plui^ bit country in a cala¬ 
mitous war, that fpeciet of de^ce might be brought for-' 

* tnud on all occafions. 

They ^uld not afcribe blame to Ear! Cornwallis, conti¬ 
nued Mr* Fhx, for the war is contrary^ to every opinion 
that we luiow from hijn. We likewife know now, that the 
purchafe of the fbrtrefles of Jaycottah and Cranganore^ 
from the Dutch, by tlw Rajah ot Travancore, which was 
once the ol^fible, is not the real caufe of the war; and it 
is equally contrary to all the orders that we know were fent 
fiom the Board of C'ontroul. But whatever future enquiry 
might Bring out on that fubied, Ut us owe it to whomfo- 
ever we may, the calamity is ineparable in fome degree in- 
afmuch as our finances are waficd« and our reputation loft. 

Mr. Fox came next to the grqi r.il (late of our finances in 
TuHia, and the flouiiAiing conditinn ot it, which had been 
.expatiated upon; he was cxtiemelv giad to hear it was fo, 
and would be more (o, whin he U\\ and knew it to b^ as de- 
fcrilied that night; but he inuil own, that what occurred 
the other day, when the tinaiue irpoit of 1786, and that of 
179 T, were under theii eonfideiaiion, daggered his faith a 
good deal with regard to all i<}>uit:» ot that nature; and he 
cautioned the Committee not to ix too fanguine in their 
ho))es 01 expcdlntions. Let chetn conlider, that the India 
debt now amounts to fixteen millions lUiling, to which we 
have to add the eight hundred thoufand in the eftimate upon 
the table, and then fay, whether, in the prefent appearance 
ot ciicumftanoes, there were ftroiig grounds for fanguine 
profpctfls. Notwithftanding all be faid againft the meafores 
which fuemed to prevail in the ^ftem of government in * 
India—*notwithftanding the injumce, the impolicy, and 
difrepute of the war now carrying on in India—notwith¬ 
ftanding the impoverifliing, calamitous, and difgracefol 
•confequences that muft attend the continuance of it—not¬ 
withftanding the certainty of the expenc^ and the improba¬ 
bility of advantage accruing to this cmintry from it, ftill 
Mr. Fox faid, he would clofe with the right honourable 
gendeman, if he could make good what he had concluded 
his fpeech with; and be happy to make a bargain with h^ < 
if it could be properly guaranteed, by giving all the advan¬ 
tage and affiftance which the moft fanguine friends to tho 
£aft-India Company could exped^ it would fib prodn^ive to 
this country, provided it were well guaranteed, that the 
Eaft-India Company would never again require farther af¬ 
fiftance horn this country. 

VoL. XXIX. 3 T Mr. 
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Mr. Mr. reply to Mr. Fox^ faid^ liehad either becR 

pundas. tnifunderlloQd, or miiconftrodlion had been put upon hit 
words, when lately up* He never meant that the Commit* 
tee Ihould form any opinion, or guefs at the probable expen* 
ces of the war from the eftimate before them. He had only 
ilated, that as &i as it went, it included the expences th^tr ‘ 
had been adtuilly incurred up to the lateft period of their ad¬ 
vices, and might ferve to ihew, that the furmifes which had 
been made in this country on that point, were fallacious. 
He therefore reijueiled, he faid*, the attention of the Commit¬ 
tee to the exphnation of his own words. Itbad certainly 
been ft.ited, that the expence of the army amounted to fix 
lacks of pagodas a mo ith; but gentlemen Teemed not to be 
awaie that all this was not an incrcafed or extraordinary ex¬ 
pence, but included the ordinary military eilabliihment, as 
well as any increafe ih.it the prcfciic emergency required. 
With legaid to the bargain offered hy the right honourable 
gentleman, when the proper time came foi dilcuffing that 
point, he believed he might fafely make it, and guaiantee it 
without much rihjue. 

As to the authors of the war, he begged leave to fay a few 
woids cii that point. ’When he hid foimerly mentioned the 
condu^ of Lord Cornwallis as highly ineiitonous, which 
he ilill muff conhder it to be, he then wiiheil to difclaim any 
fhare of that merit to himieli; but fui all this, he by no 
means wilhed to ffnft blame, iftheiewas m., fiom himfelf. 


and place it on the (boulders of Lotd Coinwallis. On the 
contrary, he would declare that he approved of ill that he 
had done, and (houhl any blame be the eonfequcnce, he was 
eoually eiitithd to his fliare cd it. He never had laid much 
or fanguine holies of fucctfs, and rather thought he might 
letort upon the tight honourable gentleman, who, in one 
^ihort fentence, had expreffed his opinions in a much more 
fanguine way than he had done. Theie was another point 
on winch, Mt. Dundas fjid, he would (ay a few words; and 


that was relative to the concealment of difpatches; thefe dif- 
patches did not come to any feciet Committee of DireiStors, 


nor was it ever meant to conceal the contents of them ; on 
thecontiary, the public were in pofftffion of all they con¬ 
tained eight days before the Company, oi any petfon in of¬ 
fice, knew any thing about them. And this, he was free to 
(a^, u.is entirely owing to an accident; One box had been 
left in the (liip, and it was afterwards found, upon an ex- 
prefs being fent down for it, that it contained all the dif¬ 
patches which were intended for the Company, the Secre¬ 
tary of State’s Office, the War Office, the Board of Con* 
trpul, and for himfelf individually; and the public being in 
polleffion of all the information fo long before, by means of 
3 Colonel 
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Colonel Floyd’i it was needleft to Aiake any ^axette 
on the fubjedt. However, as this had'octafiooed difcuflion 
in another place, add It had happened, that on the Very day 
of that difcuffion, more news arrived, it was immediately 
pbinted'in a Gazette; ahd this feeming to be approved of, iA 
future he^ould take care to give tltem Gazettes whenever 
any thing, either good or bad, catde to his hands. Having 
thus faid, he thought, enough on Gazette'., he would add 
notbdng more on the charge of concealment. ITiere were 
however, maity other obfervations, he faid, in th'j fp*ech of 
the right Honourable gentleman which he could eafily have 
anfwe^, but at that late hour, he would content himfelf 
with what he bad faid. 

Mr. Fox in reply faid, that he always allowed, as was well Mr. Fox 
known to the Houfe, every gentleman to ex}dain his oWi 4 
words in any way he thought proper. He replied to what Mrf 
Dundas faid about his hopes of fuccefs; and thought, not- 
withftanding the accident, when the difpat'ches arrivf’d, a 
.Gazette fhould have been printed, that the public might have 
had fome more authentic account than a newfpapcr. 

Mr. HippeJUy expreffed his fatisfadlion at what had dropped ^:r. 
from the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas), who U»pptfley. 
had faid he hoped there was at this inftant peace in India. 

Peace was fo defirable an objedl, that he could wiih molt 
fincerely to fee it eftablifhed, even on the principle of /latu 
fsr0, taking our compenfation forexpences in money, rather 
than territory, which probably would itifure the moil 
permanent tranquillity, and certainly coalefce more wjth 
the fpirit of the fubfifting ftatutes for the government of 
India. It might appear neceff’ry for him, or the origi¬ 
nal mover of the inquiry into the caufes of the W’ar, to 1 ly 
fomething on the prtfent occafion; but at fo late an hour he * 
fhould confine himfelf to a very few words. On a f.nmer 
day, when he had adduced cert.*iin extrafls fiom the Coiti- 
pnny*s records, in fupport of his own opinions of the impf licy 
/)f the war, the right honourable gentleman had thought it 
fufficient to confider them as referring to an antiquated date, 
and not applicable to a more recent period. Mr. Hippefley 
had fince recurred to the records of tlie Company, and found 
them uniform in their principles of policy, with refptfl to 
the danger of ofienfive alliances with the Mahtattas, and the 
deftruflion of the only natural barrier (the My fore power) 
which prefented itfclr againft them. In thefe principles of 
found policy, the Governments of .Bengal, Madras, and 
Bombay, had uniformly concurred. Thefe weie the fenti- 
ments alfo of diftinguiihed individuals, of Mr. Hafiings, of 
Sir Eyre Coote, of Lord Macartney, and many others of 
jgreat ability and local knowledge, given too in the very hour 
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0f contaitioa inth Hydor Ally* at tlttRaport of the Secret 
Comiiuttee would iheir. Mr. Hippefley iaidy heoouid foon 
com the table widi einadt in pmnt, to the lateft periody 
all to the fame efliedl. But he would content himielf with 
reading one of the many in hit hand, which was an ExtraCl' 
of the Minute of Lord Macartney and Council, which gave 
birth to the n^ciation that endra in the laft peace of Man¬ 
galore, dated December 1785, at Fort St. George. ** We 
are convinced that there can be no fincere or permanent 
** peace with Tippoo, if Mangalore be not reftored to them. 
** it were to be wi(h^ he were bdRbled, but we ought not 
** to fee him cmlhed: a barrier is nec^ry agaiiiB the over- 
« ffrown, and ftill over-growing, power of the Mahratta 
State, which threatens to cover ail Indoftan.” Mr. Hip¬ 
pefley obfervi^ that this opinion was exadly flmilar to the 
recorded principles of every antecedent Government of India, 
and fufScientiy juftified the fentimenti he had entertained on 
the fubjedl, and had delivered in the Houfe. He had now 
only to wifli that a fpeedy and honourable termination of our 
difficulties might be brought about, on a balls which might 
bell fecure the Britiih interefts in India. 

Mr. Hufley did not comprehend the anfwer. 

Mr. Dundas again explained. 

Mr. Hulffiy wanted further explanation. 

Mr. BtnjmdUiAt the right honourable gentleman had not 

Bcoficid given a proper anfwer to Mr. Huflby, which he could Ihew, 
as well as many other errors, by going into the papers at 
larjM ; but it would be impoffible for him to enter into fo 
wide a field of detail at that late hour; he hoped, therefore, 
that there would be no objedion to his moving « that the 
« Chairman report progrefs, and aflc leave to m again^* he 
made a motion accordingly. 

Mr. Mr. Dundas replied, m fhould moft certainly oppofe that 
Dunda*. notion, and trailed that the Committee would agpiee, that 
he ought to move bis relblutions that night, and if the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman did not choofe then to go into any re¬ 
marks, which he might wilh to fubmit to the Committoe, 
he mieht make them to the Houfe when the report fhould 
< be under confideration. 

Mr. Mr. HuJpj afked if the right honourable gentleman was 
Kufij. fore of his premifes? He was not fatisfied, he And, with tha 
fort of anfwer he had received, nor did it appear to him to 
he a proper one. He explained what the nature of hU 
doubts were. 

Mr. Pitt. Mr. Chancellor Pitt endeavoured to fetisfy Mr. HoBey, 
and ilated, that there was movoidably fuch a difficulty in 
the mode of making up d!i Indian accounts^ that he was not 
(hrptifed honourable gentleman wai fomewbat pnxxled;^ 

hut 
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hnt the very fiuBW idea which had ftrtick the bbneonhfe 
MtlenatH Ikd ftnick the honourable gentleman below him 
(Mr. Francit) who had Year after year puttlie fame queftion 
and aedved an anfwer. T he honourable gentleman, Mr. Fttt 
'diud, r^ndy been (b much acquainted with matters of 
finaocA tluit he conld eafilj reconcile it to himitif, he had 
no<douOT, ^t accounts of nnance made up with one view, 
would be found rather unintelligible when coniidered in ano¬ 
ther. In order to give the honourable gentleman as clear an 
idea of tbiweafe at Mffible, let him fuppofe that in the 
charges of our own acflbntt from the firft of May 1791, 
to the laft day of Aprili792, the unfunded debt was placed 
at the top of the account, and the land, and malt tax, and 
fttch other articles as conftitute what are ufuatly called the 
Ways and Means, were placed under it, and a balance was 
firuck, that balance would not be the real deficiency. In 
like manner were the Indian accounts made out. In aniwer to 



Mr. Benfield, Mr. Pitt obferved, that the fuhjedl then under 
difeuffion before the Committee, was merely the confidei ation 
of the revenue arifing from the territorial poflelfions in 
India, which were put undei the fuperintendance of the of* 
ficers of the Crown, and not tlie commeinal affans of the 
Company, which had nothing do with the fubje£l of the 
day. 

General Smith maintained that it was imooflildeto ieparate General 
the confideration of the affairs in this country; to give a Semk. 
juft account of them, the right honoutJ')|i ccntleman moft 
comprehend the aftets of the C'ompany at hoioe and abroad. 

If, for inftanc^ the debt of tlie Companv was the topick, 
and a parcel of bills of exchange were d* iv n upon Leaden- 
halfftreet, though the debt 111 India would be decreafed, the 
debt would, in f^, be only transtened in pait, but taken 
altogether, at home and in India, woulu rLinam the fame. It 
had that day been ftated, that the tight honourable gen* 
tleman had changed his opinion. He however, was one of 
thofe. General Smith faid, who had not changed his opinion, 
but entertained the fiune ientiments of the war that he had 


done at ftrft. Moft of the guntleiuen, he obferved, v^ere 
afraid to ftate any opinion at all upon the luhjcnft of the 
war; but that was not the cale with him; by the laft advl* 
ces, he faw reafon to i-elteve, that the war was approaching 
to its conclufion, and he would ftate whr* From what liad 
pafled on the Malabar coaft. Colonel Abercrombie and Cck 
J onel Hartley were approaching to Mangalore and the Bid* 
denore country. That would alarm Tippoo, who would 
hailen towards thofe places, and make peace to preforve 
them. The General ^nded his expedation on what had 
paftad in former war% ftrft with Hyder Alley, and aftei* 

wards 



, t Antn AtikTSKt kirt Ju i7$i. 

wardt with his fon Tip^oo.* 'The Biddenoce'country hk 
Bated to be the farourite po^fiion of both father and 
(and he was perfuaded that vl ippoe would do every thing in 
his power to fave it< Talking of peace, the General/faid, 
he was one of thufe who hoped that no peace would bftdgreed 
on, till we (hould have gained the objed of the Vihr ; and 
what was the objpd ol the ^ar ? Li the hrB phice, it waa 
our future fecurity. The General here read a letter written 
an 1781, by General Matthews, who was fent upon the 
expedition he had rrcommendecJ, and afterward&tfell a facri- 
fice to the cruelties of Tippoo Su||||||h. '1 his letter, be ob¬ 

served, was written with a propheticlkind of Spirit. It Bated 
that I'ippoo was aivKious to poBefs himfelf of the Travan- 
core country, which would enable him to enter the Carnatic 
whenever he pleafed, and that be would certainly feize the 
BrlV favourable opportunity of doing fo. It therefore Bated 
the going again ft Mangalore and Biddenore, which when 
cairied into efte^I, adlually induced Tippoo to make peace* 
General Smith reasoned upon the contents of the letter, and 
faid, the objefl of the war at that time, and at prefent was 
the fame, but that we now bad a much more powerful force 
than we formerly had under Sir Eyre Coote. As the Rajah 
of Travancore was, if not our ally, at leaft our tributaryi 
he faid, we were bound to defend him, and fecure his terri¬ 
tories from danger, which could only be done by gaining the 
pofi*effion of thofe paftes through which Tippoo could entet 
the 7 *ravancore country, whenever he thought proper. 
The Genet al therefore repeated his declaration, that he 
thought the obje& of the war was to lay the ground of 
future fecurity. 

Major Major Mattland rofe, and Iiegan by afliiring the Commit- 
Maitland. tQp, that, at that late houi, he mould not take op much of 
their time; he however, could not forbear making a few ob- 
fervations on what had been faid. He confefled himfelf to be 
one of thofe romantic perfoiis who thought the expence of 
the war would be twelve millions at leaft. That was his 
opinion, and he confefted it to be fo, becaufe he grounded it 
on bis knowledge of the expence of former wars in India. 
The right honourable gentleman, he obferved, brought for¬ 
ward a ftatement, whtcii he told the Committee he could not 
himfelf believe; and he had taken abundant pains to induce 
them to do fo. Another romantic thing was, that Baould the ex¬ 
pence of the war be £ix, eight or ten millions, the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman had declared, that la'dia would affift 
Great Britain before fhe would require alBftance from us. 
would leave it to the Committee to judge how far that idea 
was ralh and romantic, or not. The Major faid he ihould 
not wonder if the next accounts from India Bated that the 

crops 
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<;rops of the Carnatic» and eoftfikjuently the revenue of the 
O^atic, were rained for the enCaing year. He eiCplained 
u^n what principles he founded this opinion. He ftated, 
thfdJGeneral Meadows went into the Carnatic at a feafon 
whmahe crops were ofiF the ground, and all the inhabitants 
return^ from harveft to their refpeflive villages, and that 
be fuddetaly marched juft when the feafon fubfequent to fow- 
ing the croA had commenced, and took with him every man 
he could lay mold of to augment his army. Without, there¬ 
for^ ftrengmening his own force, he had weakened and 
depopulatedMhe Carnatic and left it in a Ante of want of 
defence. sThe right hcflburable gentleman, the Major ob- 
ferved, had been plcafed to fay, that a letter of Col. b ioyd, 
whom he (the Major) di^clared he revered greatly as an offi¬ 
cer, gave as good an account of the progrefs or the war up 
to the time that the difpatches came away, as Government 
were in pofleffion of. 1 hat Major Maitland denied; the 
letter gave an account of a defeat, for fuch it certainly was, 
but it told them no one thing with regard to the genet al ope- 
. ration of the wir. He contendid thut the Ihitilh army in 
the Coimbatore country had been totally defeated; and whin 
he faid fo, he did not mean d iVated in the Acid, but checked 
in its operations and progrefs, not, the Major faid, from 
want of men well difcipliiied, not fiom want of brave ?iid 
ikilful officers, but for another leafon. He declared be 
founded this afterticn u,>on the contents of a paper which the 
right honourable gentleman had, he prefumed, inadvertently 
fuffered to be placed on the table. The Houfe, Major Mait¬ 
land faid, were in pofleffion of his opinions refpefling the 
war; he acknowledged that he entertained fanguine expefla- 
tions of its fuccefs, and he had ftated the leafoii why ; but 
he had at the fame time made two exceptions, one, in cafe the 
head of the army a£ted imprudently, and lent away detach-* 
ments from the main body; the other in cafe there was a 
want of provifions. Gentlemen would rocolleA that he had 
been fllcnt refpedling the head of the arrav, when he laft 
, fpoke upipa tl^ fubje^; the aA that had pnfTeil the Commit¬ 
tee that aay, gave him hopes that our arms would prove more 
fortunate than they hitherto had done, becaufeif our men 
were well difeiplined, and our officers ikilful and fpirited, the 
want of fuccefs muft be aferibed to fome other caufe. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, it was natural for the honour- Mr. Pitt, 
able officer oppofite to him whofe profeffional habits might 
lead him to difeufs any military topics, to Ipeak upon the 
condu£b of the war; but he would fubmit to the Houfe, 
whether it was not ralh, and premature, nay unfair, to caft 
any refledlion on an officer who was ferving his country, at 
the rifque of his lif^ in a diftant clime, and at a time 
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too w)>efi the Houfe could tiol^ frehruij thn^ before 
be enabled to hovt f<.i anj fuch refledioii was meritsA 
or not. He coul' not fit filent and hear an attJ^k 

hafiily and rafh; * i.ude •‘ii the charadefof General 
dows, and lus conilui^ sn Thi« war. Every man, fitoaim a| 
General Meadows was was entitled to the protedNon of 
that Houfe, and to Ii.ivt Co much credit with his coyfitry» aa 
to be thought mentoi loos, until foroe proof of the contrary 
was eftablilhed. After a refledllon or two more bf this forty 
hdr. Pitt faid, he thought he owed to every perflm employed 
in the fervlce of his country) to fiand up in *[fHeir defence 
in their abfencej and to pronounce any lelieAioi^ on their 
condudl) to he equal!’, haily, premature, and unjttft. 

Major Major Maitland begged leave to fay a few words in an- 
Maiciuid. fwer. He di' not mean to criminate General Meadowy 
who might be leiving hii> countrY poffibly at the rifque of 
his life, or to make <tny petfonai reflection to his prejudice. 
He hild to be uiifa'r and unhandfome to do fo of any many 
who had not an opportunity of defending hiinfelf; but hit 
opinions upon the fubjedt of the condudl or the war were no 
feciet to the rip;ht honourable gentleman at the head of the 
India Board, i hat right honourable gentleman well knew 
that thofe opinions were not hafiily or fuddenly formed, but 
founded on faff and experience* He fpoke from what he 
was perfedlly afiured of, and Ii'd formed a decided opinion 
on the fubje^: and though he gave General Meadows full 
Cl edit for his gallant fet vices heretofore^ he held it to be hit 
duey as a Member of Parliament, to give his opinion on 
every public meafure, and therefore he muft perfift in de¬ 
claring the war to he im^Kilitic and unprofitable. 

Mr. Mr. Benfitld faid, as he could not be allowed to fiate hit 
BntStld. ohje'^ions to what had been urged by the right honourable 
gentleman that night, he would do it on tM report, when 
he doubted not, he fhoold be able to make fi appear, that 
the right hotibarable gentleman wu miftaken in many ftate- 
ments. 

Mr. Pttt. Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, it*fliould be nnderftoo^ tbat if 
the honourable gentleman conceived that there was an ob- 
jecHiion to his (peaking his fentiments in that Committee^ 
the objedion was in his own mind, and no body’s elfe. He 
was peifedlly at iibem to fiate them, refpedling the queftion 
then before them. They were perfeSly prepared to hear 
bim, Mr. Pitt find, and the honourable gentleman was him- 
felf prefent in the Committee. 

M*** Mr. Btnfield faid, at that late hour (it being elevm o’clock) 
•Beaficld. could not attempt to go into the ^ail that he intended. 
Mr.Dva- Mr. Dundas^ by way of explanation, obferved, that gentie- 
***• men confound^ the fiatement of the revenue and charges of 

?he 
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the Company's territorial dominions in India with their 
ccunmercial concerns, amd the genera! fiate of tiieii affairs. 
Gentlemen might as well talk of the Sontb Sea Company, 
asVf tlie Company's credit at home. Ihe only fnhjeift to 
be tinted were his refolutmos, which were reiolntions of 
fad), ^rning upon figures, and isluch he litficd any man to 
ca I in ^eition. 

Mr. BitjLlU faid, the papers laid upon the tab'e, referred Wr* 
to the aiuK-* India, and therefme he conciived they ffeot>eId, 
were fit iuMedts o! dtfruffion. 

hir. lUtj/?eld*s motion bttng negatived, 

hlr. Dvndas's retolutions were kvtrally put and agreeil 
to, and oidered to be repotted the ti<.xt dij. 

1 he Houle adjc urueJ. 

(f i i> e( '• ^ih May. 

Mr. Fox brought jn a<i> h.II ts-^juiUng libels, which was 
reail a fiiU tuiu. 

"lie prearo''t 11 ited^ tlr*^ whe*- .t* it \va»t rhe tight of 
juru' inciimin.ki ciU , wh*rt n i. uul illu*- wavj i ird, to 
give a g'lnral t.'dnfret gnilf\ u' not g» il %; T’t whereas 
doubts lud ariUn wl»e*bvT lui * > vllr^ ti i ' »J t<> the lame 
right, in ou e" 1 1 iln"" to ntti »t i * r 1 *■ 01 ir fo*"raa*tons 
toi hlwU, th* hi pk> po t li «t i' rtncul It cc'aird end 
enac^fd ih«t tlit i gli ot j irii* o m lal ' <« 

a gciif lal lil>< ( nU 1 *> d tt {t *1.1 u < a vvt’t aS 

all otbe* i)M c ' 111 'V att.tr «. n* ' nutr'ii.. 

Ml. lux iiiusid Ini’ I 11 ihcu'kt' li' i a fec'iui 

tWTIv.. 

Mr. ^ r aii.l f d, th * t’e '‘{I v »sur. hnl'. ’Iv Vr, 
of greit nngnru ^ im' ss in \ r*' H w • to »‘e ni It 3rltifk«i<|. 
fenoi tiun (»t r u 1 »; * ' n u 1 ! i* j t > a’tu 

till «I' hi <1 t . pro n*il I g'“ t ' ih C ils , i ir n"': 

t( !« (ufltil II A luii-iv, hut I > *t h d Id lieu with it wJl 
p avitx .1 ui <1 I h« I itii I ' o n, u • ui 1' levnc mi le t!. n 
ill d I Mit n II ru < I » I kh l.t ti I lultrtd as {'1 
btiK«a)k ol pllbllt 4 I 5 pr . I f liUit At 1*1 talii. I i.x, 
h tl in gilt tha*^ III!' t k I * I il \v kto pauli* .i I ;t < Kf ic 
IT I<^I^cd to nth I dtMiiMts <1 la’s \\l ch fnd .i‘ii oft 
tiiuUirrlv |>ie\atlr(i i\t< I iic( tie nvoluioii <1 'o take 
awav tint pitiUu^ii' n wl ich h.* lappr uti« h lu tin pnf'ue 
ol thi Couit*- eitr In c» ihit p n d, lo b« loi t, t»tli *1 dge, 
and III t 10 the ji t y, Nooit wtuM um i It h.it tlit Uitps 
of till p* lent div coi Id luui n v pci oml iiiti t It in w tl)> 
htlihog t m tries aiiv of thm htal .mu ciniti'utiu 1 
fbi i tons: il e\ cmi'd M t I • r !' I vt .uiv o t 11 v\ Hi ih ill 
to pieleise tli • '* ’• * t\ and vi * ftn c\ < 1 hg.il dniili ns. 

11 jidgisvitik tj Loniuli uni) ticit 0^11 pet iuiui mituft, 

V 0 L.XXIX. 3 U they 
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they would rejoice at a meafure which would throw upon 
juries the •exercife of an ungracious office. A general ver- 
di& of a jury, in cafe of libels, would conceal the ignoraiice 
of a judge, if he ihould happen to be fo little acquaii^ed 
with his profeffion, as not to be able to lay r^own clearh'^the 
law on the particular queftion; and if he was corru^f, his 
general verdidi would cover his corruption. This hill 
would, no doubt, confult the cafts of the Judges; nut in lb 
doing, would it be of ufe to the public ? Thefe ^)fcrvations, 
Mr. Mitford laid, he had thought it iiccilTury ^o make, fur 
the purpofe of preventing tlie Houle fioin u'ffing, as a 
matter of cnurfe, a bill which, in his opinion^was of the 
utmoft importance. 

Solicitor I'he SoZ/Vt/or GVwrfl/exprtlPd fiiiiilar fiiitiments to thofe 

Qcoeral. of the gentleman who had juft tat down. He began by 
prohliii g a mc'ft religious legaid lor tlie inllitution ff juries, 
which he confidered as the greaicll bleffing wh th the l)iitifh 
conftitution had fecured to the fubicdt. He had his doubts, 
however, whether the bill then I efore tin Houte would add 
to the ii^ilitv of that invaluable inftitution. 'I'he manner in 


which the*preatnble was worded did iiot appear to him to 
be tree fiom « bjeiflion, bccaufe he beliesed what was tlurcin 
ftated as a fadl, was not gmerally admitted. Ifheweieto 
be governed by that which wa"? He ufual guidd of Couils, 
precedent, he muft fay, that doubts <!id not ex ill wliether 
the right of juiies to give a general veiduSl in criminal pio- 
fecutions, on a genet al ilTue joint d, (xteiid>’d to libels, fo 
as to leave the iuiics judgis of thf law as well as the ladl; 
the opinions of Loid Mansfield, of Sir Dudley Rydci, of 
Lord Raymond, of Lord ('hii f fufiict Ln*, and oiht i gieat 
Judges, lay the other way; and an honouiable fiiendof 
his (Mr, 1 rlkine) had gone fo far, a few' days ago, as to 
admit, that’f he were placed by His \iajcfty in a judicial 
fituation, he would feel hirnfelf bound b) the decifions and 
opinions of the learned fudges who bad go.ie btloic liim. 
Surely t'lrn it woul'l he ccnrcded to him, that a hill which 
wa to unlettlc the di'dliinvj, ci tlieCouits of law, aftei they 
had obtained for a wh Ic centmv, and had hi^n fanclioned 


by the g^auft ln,w auTbr>r(fi-s which tb’f coun'rv could 
b'wft, ought not to he caule.l with prcLipitation through 
Parliament; and he b ptd he fiiould not berh >nght to afk *00 
much, if hercqutfted that hHoie the next thfcuffiun of tlie bill 
it might be piinlcd. 

This called up 

Mr. "Mr. Jirjkhic, who dt-clan d, that fooner than he would 
BvlkiDe. confent to give up rlu pn . 4 tr.Me of the bill, ho would abandon 
the hill itfelf for the piclcnt, and leave it to the people of 
England to piotc£l their rights tbcmfelves by their verdicSls 


on 
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on juries, until a more favourable moment Ihould arrive, 
w!|en Parliament would recognize, as a fundamental prin- 
cipk^ therightof juries to give, in cafe of libels, the fame 
general verdid which they had an unqueftioned right to give 
on any^ther criminal proceeding whatever. He begged it 
might noJC t^e underftood, that becaufe a determined friend to 
the preamble, it was his objedt or his wi/h to confound the 
funt^ionsofJudge and of the jury; fo far from it, he 
was determjihed, that where they were legally and conftitu- 
tionally di^indt, fo, as far as in him lay, they ever Ihould 
continue.—Whenever any fpecial matter was pleaded, the 
Judge and not the jury was to decide; but he ever would 
contend, that when the general ifllie was joined, the law and 
the fad! were fo implicated, that they could not be feparated, 
and the jury had a legal and conllitutional right to decide 
Upon both by giving a geneAl verdidl. This was not denied 
in any criminal proceeding, except in that of libels: thedif- 
tindlion appeared to him to he without a difFereiicc; and there- 
’ fore he would ever let ins face againil it. 

Something, Mr. Eiikine ohfcived, wrhich he had faid on a 
former day, was brought up this day by his honourable and 
learned friend (the Solicitor Cicnrral) to prove that the 
pradliceof the Courts for a century hack had not been 
erroneous; bccaufc he had laid, that w’ere he placed in a 
judicial lituation by His Majefty, be would feel bimfelf 
bound to abide by the precedents laid down by hispredecefibrs. 
tie did not mean on this day to retratft a f\liable of that 
vlf-claration; but he might be permitted to explain it, as it 
appeared that the reafons on which it was founded, were 
not known to bis learned fiiend. He had always be<’n of 
opinion, that when a pr.itSlice, erroneous in its principle,, 
had longobtained, it was not by the authority of a judge, 
but of the Ligiilaiuro, that it ought to be corre.'ted; for the 
rule which one Judge Ihould lay down might he varied or 
refeindedby his lucceffoi; and thus uniformity of proceeding 
'would becntircl) deflroycd, and a fatal uncertainty ellablilhed 
in its room. 

Thefe were the grounds, Mr. Erlkine faid, on which he 
formed, and on which he would abide by, that declaration, 
which was this day quoted as .in objefliort to the bill He 
confidered as very fingular and exrraordinars, an oppofi- 
tion to thefecond reading of a bill, which had been brought 
it. with tlie unanimous concuirence of every part of the 
Houfe; ard he did not think it very refpedl'ul to the unini- 
mit*y which had prevailed on theoccafion, for gentlemen fo 
rife up againfl the fecond reading. 'I he Houle in unani> 
rooufly giving hi« right h'^nourable f'lcnd (Mr. box) leave 
to bring it in, lU'ghtbe faid to have given an opinion on the 
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fubjefi, wHicTi what liatlbeen laid this daf could not be diought 
fuffident to fluke. 

Mr. Fox rofe in fopport of the (eoond reading of his bill. 
He obfenred, that it vras as new as it was irregnlar in ‘gen* 
tleroen to oppofe the preamble of a bill oat of a Cnotpittee ; 
for erery one knew that it was in the Committeeithat tlie 
preamble^ and tiie other component parts of a bill were 
fepaiatelj confideredand diicuiied; and he beiitfcved this was 
the fiift titne that an oppoiltion to a preamble^Was made in a 
Houfe. When gentlemen recoiie£lied the advanced date of 
the (efiion* they could not expedl that he wwld agree to 
put nd'tiie Tecund reading to a diftant day; he meant to liaVe 
it read a lecond time on fiiday next, ami committed on 
TueQay in tiie next weeV. in the mean time he faid, it 
might be printed; and as it was *eiy ihort, it could eafily 
be printed before the iecond reading, ^^'itb relpev^l to the 
pieamblet he did not agree witlfhis learned tiiend iliat it was 
fo eilcntially netrlEity tc thebiil, that if one was notcarned^ 
the other ou^ht to he given up; he would be glad to carry 
botli through ; hut if he could lb fir fati&fy the fcruples of 
fooieg'ntlenxn by giving up the preamble, as to pievail 
upon them to vote tor tlie bill, he telt himfelf very much 
dit2>ofed to make that cninpiouiHe; and the tnoie fo, as he 
was Cure of attaining the main ohjefl which he had in view, 
byanenadn^, as well as a declaratory claufe; though he 
confid&d at the lame time, that it he had' his choice he would 
prefei the latter. 

The motion for the fecond reading on Friday was then 
put and carried. 

Mr. Steele having brought up the report of Loid Corn- 
wairn'o Power bill, 

Mr. Duitdas propoted a c'aufe to this That the 

powers given by this bill, ihould be exercifed by fienetal 
Meadows, in cate ot the death or abicnce of Lord Cornwallis, 
or if appointed Governor General, or by whoever was ap- 
poi 'ted to ih It fitoation. 

claufe was tend a fird and fecond time, and w'as ordered 
to make a pait of thf* bill. 

The honourable Tf/omas Ot rm'iik lofe, andliegaii his fpeecli 
with dating ins leafons for calling the attention of tlie Houtii 
upon thi'. occiiion; and he tiultcd that the piefent date in 
which the country reallv w »«, would be a (ufficient apology. 
It was, he faid, in a date of conftant terror, and ferious 
alarm; day after ihy was icgularly producinc’ fomethtng 
moie dangerous in appealance, more unceitain in event, and 
lefs mtelligihle, than what had gone before; and all this 
without any judifiaoie caufe being given or adigned by thole 
" wha 
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who were hntrufted witklhe executive goverxiinent of the 
country. He had dectated that the country was in conAant 
terror and daily alarm for feme time back, and he thought 
hin>lelf fully warranted to iay fe. But a few months ago, 
in the prefent feffion of Parliament, had they not been called 
upon tv) vote fupplies to defray the expence of a great arma¬ 
ment, wh^rh they chearfuJly granted, with the fulleft hopes 
and lelianty that the exertions of the executive Oovernment, 
aided by th^ fpinted generofity of the public purfe of the 
people, haj/ reAoied the country to the happy and benign 
influence^t a lalling }ieace, the hleilings and good effe£is of 
which would be unncrfally felt by ail ranks ard conditions 
111 this country. Now, he would afk, were their hopes 
gratified 5 \\ as their reliance verified ^ or could they fay 
that tranquillity and the inellunable blefiings of , eice were 
eAahliihed to them on a lading and permanent foundation ^ 
Certainly not; for Icarctly was one armament provided for 
by the Pailiament, than another was in prepaiation, and 
appealances dire^ly and avowedly contrary to ilie known 
inteieds and opinions of tlie country, darting up afrefh{ 
with anotlier demand for frefh confidence, and a profpedl of 
iinpofing the expence and calamities of a freili and burden- 
fome war upon their conditueuts. 

When quedions had been propofed to the King’s Minidcri 
bv fjme gentlemen on that fide of the Houle, the language 
th.it had lieen held, had continually been an appial to their 
conf.dence. He fiiould. Ml. Giensille decla’ed, always lie 
difpoled to look with a confiderahle degitc ot lealoul, to fucli 
an appeil, ft appeared to him that they had been fi nt there 
by their conditueuts to examine, to Ic rutinirc t:> l(«ok into, 
the adfionsof public men, and when tlicv mdulgtd themlthes 
in giimg what in thefe times was billed a liheial conndmee 
to Mnnd rs, they gave what did not belong to them to give, 
and negle^ded a more important duty. ' 11 ns count]), he 
ohfeived, flood at piefent m a very alarming fit.'a ion wiih 
regiid to foreign pow rs. 'I Iv motion lu was abo.it to nnke 
(o the Houle, would confid paitly r! a d vhn liton of their 
opinion of the priiKipil points m the j*rtltni nipctiatum, 
and paitly of a diclat.ition, that it was one d the grtaled 
and bed fund tons of that Houle to give connid and .idvice 
to flisMsitdy mesery I'mporiant ]ui.dui( of public ailaiis. 
Tf this confidence, now fe often appealed to, dood on any 
didiiH*^ iuhdmtial gtound, it would not, Mr. Cirenvilfe laui, 
be difficult to grapple with it, to fhew the milchufs with 
which it would In attended, and to demonfliato ih.tt all thefe 
groun s weif coi tiary to every principle in oui conditution. 
If thefe giotinds were didinflly fhewn to him, lie fhould be 
glad to mett them. But the difficulty arofe fiom this, that 
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ttie fyftem of confidence was not dlftin£l, clear, and open, 
but was grounded on fo many and fuch various confideratmns 
that oqe hardly knew which of them to begin with firfi. ^ It 
was made up partly of the King’s prerogative, partly of claims 
which the executive Government had made at jlifFerent 
times, and on various occafions, to the confidence of that 
Houfe, from the fuppofed imprudence of difcufiing pending 
negotiations* and partly, though he hoped net enough to 
make it worth his while to enter into that quefiMn, of fome- 
tblng that looked like a claim of perfonal charai^r. When 
he fpoke of Minifiers, he mentioned them merely as Mini- 
ilers, without any allufion to perfonal charatSlers, which he 
always thought an unparliamentary and improper way of 
fpeaking. He faid, if any fubjedl juftified perional allufions, 
he (hould himfelf he moll: gratified by it, when he recolleflcd 
to whom it was that His Nlajefiy had for fome days pafi en- 
trulled the department of foreign affairs ; for to that noble 
perfon he could never allinie, without that praife and affec¬ 
tion with which he firould always name him; but fiom thofe 
allufions he would abfiain, becaufe the duty of Parliament 
was to confider only public meafutes, and not perional cha- 
radliers. 

With regard to the King’s prriogntive of making war and 
peace, he was one of thole, Mr. Grenville declared, who 
was always (Irenuoufl) difpofd to maintain the Royal pre¬ 
rogatives t f th* Cr wn, becaulehe was peifuadcd they were 
known and acknowledg.’d b> Lveiy good friend to theconfli- 
totion. I'h. y were vi fled m the Crown in trull for the • c- 
nefit of the people. Ht contended that there was no diffe¬ 
rence between the King's prerogative of making war and 
peace, and his other preiogJtives; except in the extent of 
the exertion of that pieiogative, the extent of the good that 
would follow, if pioperly ex'-rcifid, and the extent of the 
mifehief, if impropeily exerted. He liad, Mr. Grenville faid, 
been furprifed to heai lome perfins ni ike a diftiiK^ion with 
refpeft to the Roval prerogative of making war and pe.nce, as 
if it had differed from the other Royal prerogatives; hut this 
was entirely without foundation. It feemed umecelliry al- 
moll to dw^ on principles and p vfirions that appeared to be 
felf-t vident, and it would b( fo, if tlie do6l line of confidence 
had not been iiigcd; but w'lin a dwellin'* was atremp*^ed to 
be fet up fo extremely dangeious to the principles of the 
conflitution, he did not kn *vv lic*w to combat thofe prin- 
• ciples that Wf re opiiofife to toe pneciples of the conflitution, 
but by llati''g tli'^fe that were .igieeabi * to it. It wms, Mr. 
Grenville faid, fingulai eiioogh to ohferve, that although 
people had brisn veiy nnirh dilpofed to fpeak of the preroga¬ 
tive of making w..: anJpeac*, as ha^nig a pre eminence over 
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the reft of the Royal prerc^atives, it appeared to him, by 
having recourfe to the hiftoiy of our country, that the King’s 
preiogative of making war and peace, ceitainly at the times 
of the moft abiolute Government, was pitcilely that prero¬ 
gative which had been moft tnuUMid with, Inciufe, ft any 
one right more eminently belonged tu the pop In aifembly 
of any other counay than another, it was the r ght to exei- 
ci(e that which was likely to bring home the moft cxtenfive 
good or niifc^iief, which the exercite oi the gu ti it at thonty 
could bring jyo any country. Tht tlo" rine t f confadence 
was, that tli^ exerefte of making w at nd peace ftiould I e in> 
terrupted ^little as poiftbk. 1 \Liy ingenious writer had 
ftated difieient inftances, in almcft cvciv leign cf our hii- 
tory, from the time of the Conqneft to the pn U1 t d ij, when 
this prerogative was inttimrddltd with hv ihai Uoifte; and 
the reaion was pliin; bei-iufe lie nuans ot making peace 
and war ntvei was to be obtaineu b r hs ihj co lent ol the 
Commons. He would not, Mr i 1 ville laid, enter into 
any long inquiiy on the lu*jn‘‘i It might he matter of cu- 
.iioiity to an antiqu in, to inqii t wienrhnp werwasiirft 
niteimeddkd with by Patlian nt An inftanci of it occuired 
io early as the rcigii ut H»iit\ hi.; tlie Pat 1 ament reful ng 
to pay his iiftei’s (oiti n, hec'iifte th.it aMiance was made 
without their at'vice. In ihi loi g leign ot fdw.nd 111 ., 
that Prince was ol) igcd toi ill lixuin Piiliiments, 01 Coun¬ 
cils, for tie diitil:' putpoie ot ii hii irting I is rte.iiies, and 
the circumflancLs et w ir and pe.tci, to then adsici. ( tlur 

inftances weie to l>e te iiml in t*ie reigns it lleniy\ll., 
Henry Vlll., James 1 ., am! 1. h r'es U., puticulul) in the 
yeat 1621, aiuliniryy, wlvu h Cominui s ch c a e, “ th«t 
“ they conceive it not a„ 1 K ihe ui ge it Pailnment 
** to gi lilt 111] pins tor ni nil 1 1 et otais (1 aMia ei s, lu- 
foie lilt) nie lignifieei in Full nc nr, fioni whchuticc f " 
** weelepiif, the piecn’mt mig t li el ng'ious Cv nlt- 
“ qiuncts.” lit It I lot m*ii. Mi C inivilj. (aid, to fa¬ 
tigue t lie itieniion ot i'< f oii , bv jong 1 to mui) in- 
ftaiices of this kind^ iIioimIi tlu It ft r\ tnn ftlud ample mit- 
tertoflirw, tint Pai'anidU claiinel i i g’lt l ..d lie a id 
counicl the king in all m lUrrs ot the g p 1 it importTnee. 
Ill the tear 1701, king \^illiiu tl uh'nft d ms Pul i- 
ment; 1 will contin n to inte iin \..u ot ihe ih t 

“ ftiall be made in ihe n roiirioi, and ft ill Iv alwi\i 
willing to rtce VP v''ui advice til 1 ,ln nt; fulU p» nu ibd 
nothing can contribu»c tnoit to tbi hippinels ot this 
“ kingdom, oi the genei il tianq’iftlity ot I uiope, tlniethe 
“ concurieiice ot my Piiliiment in all negot aln ns.” '1 his 
was (aid by King William, and wis a moft cleii anfwer to 
the aigumuit on the confidence of that lloufe. As far as 

p.e- 
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jvecedents went* by the pni£itce of the Houie> It was oh- 
vtousy Mr. Grenville (aid, that before fuppties were grantrcly 
the neceffity of them was cleat ly Ihewn ; (o that the doiSrine 
of unlimited blind confidence, in fo far as it was grounded on 
the prerogative of the Crown, was completely defiroyef.—— 
Another thing (hat had t>een fup >ofi;d mifchievous to the 
country, was, Mr, Grenville obleived, when foieign nego- 
tiurions weie made public before tliey were concluded. 1 hat 
this was ttue, in lone cifes, there wis no dcaubt. There 
were cafes, he ad meted, vvh le tt might be adv.lritageoav not 
to make CMt tin things public t> that Hou^ or to tlie 
country at I ige; but none of thole exanples weighed with 
him III the difcufiioii of this coiillitutio lal quelHon. He 
cr>nceived tha*- all men would ag ee m tlie propofition, that 
abfol t powt-r, vtited in the hand> of one perlon, if any fe- 
cunty could be given #at that one perlon w juld exeicilc his 
power in the mofi beitehcial manner, w ul U>e attended with 
advantages whu.'t w luld not he fou id in a cnnlhtutton of a 
mixed kind, m ule up of fo mucli p pul ir Cv ^vernmerit. It 
would be in vain 1 1 a mixeil (lovernmcnr, tc>exp<-fl the fame 
vigour and fie 1, and thr quicknef of opeiatu 11 th:it vii.uld 
be found m a ^jovcrrmcit urde the con ol of one man. 
This would, Mr. fjrtnvdlt fid, b t exp^c) what was ne¬ 
ver likely to be found praOiciMt evtn in iht nioii pt-rf 
mixed V/oveinment; he li id th*-!*fore to Hknovvl dg« this to 
be oneof the dil.idvintage'- to wbich mix d ^-»o eiiauriits wtie 
hab e F.ut fiill thi > tr>^e r at t v vvn cf nrent to fubiiiit to 
fuch difadvant if»f s, rai’.ict iliii t d ingrr tlie lultd fcciiiities 
of ttieir mor v ili> ihlc lih iti s .ih t ivtl and it hul 

been wtU oMirvid, ihii t’l .k, li t f siu tli 1 g m .0 

tiation by t’l-'c pub’ic dil u i m', yer th s m ry puiilicity 
gives to our treaties a ilio i»'edg of 40 d 11 , *h tn an 
be givtn by .1 ly aldohr' t . n "v •'! lo 1 »iih’m tiu^ 
idea, leu >- il tue\<rv *id la ’loi oi “'i of L'ws. 

f^e hi not kiu'W, Nli ( r ivilh' laid, v ht thei that was 
exu*! S' ilie rn< iw ’it to idvi ri to a < iicii .ifti’ice v’ ich he 
had <tn with f>ine f'irpiiic, in the couifeof the fe lion It 

ha I St en i fu I, when « sore il ri *d t v i»g'v^”i, (th e vvne 

initine^-. he knew, to th* con rus, but he took it to be 
agieeabie t” ill pi nSfioi ofPailiiin n*, rhitwh-n av'teof 
ciedit W.IS givi n) tht fiim votiil flioild b* fn t it* I; oicuife 
be r hf’uled, if it were noi l,M:r.fi« I ihe H[ >ul»-, who 
weie called on to give a v-sre, hy tht defeup i n of t*'at 
vote, which had no limit m po nt of lam, pit- ’g d itfelt to 
r lie a lu’u of money agrotalde to ih*' terms of lh^ volt.— 

) a'li.ninent, iheiefore, had always lo* ked wn'^ extremt ua- 
Jou'y on vo*es of ciedit. He took notice of the lift addi s 
that was feiit up to the Houfe cf Commons, in anfwei to 

th# 
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tHe King*s tnefiage, which was to the following ei&£k, << That 
his faithful Commons would be rrady to make good the 
*< expences that might be incurred by the i)rcparations for ‘ 
<( fopporting the interefts of this country, and for reilor* 
ing the tranquillity df Europe on a fure and lading foun- 
“ dation.” He believed Pailiament had pledged itfelf to 
make good the expence of thofe preparations, whatever the 
fum might be. But if a precife fum had been voted, the 
Houfe, Mr. Grenville obl'ervcd, would have been enabled to 
judge whethfiT that fum was fuch as they could havejudihed 
thcmlelves rb their conftitusnts in voting. But there had 
been no fuefi defeription, no fpecific or diflini^ futn named. 
He did conceive P.irllament had pledged itfelf to make good 
the whole of the preparations, whatever the expence might 
be, which were confulered by the executive Government as 
necedary to fupport the intered of tlie kingdom, and to con¬ 
tribute to the great and important objeiSt of redoring the 
tranquillity of Europe. This might be a very great and un¬ 
limited expcnce. A learned gentleman, Mr. Gienville ob- 
• ferved, formerly fpeaking on this fubjedl, had quoted the 
proceedings of the year 1717. He fhould make ufe of the 
fame year for that which he conceived to be a very impoitant 
part of the quedion. It was true, on the 17th of March of 
that year, there was an indance of a genera! vote of credit by 
the Houfe of ('ommons, merely on a melTage from the 
Crown; but in the month of Aptil of that year, itoccafioned 
a vs-ry waim and important debate; it being held unparlia¬ 
mentary to grant any fupply, before fome edimate of expence 
was hitl htfore the Houfe, and the quedion was only carried 
by a ni.ijoiity of 153 to 149. In 1734, the f.unc had prac¬ 
tice is quoted with great hlainc and reproach by the able au¬ 
thor of Precedents of Pirliament. But in tllie year 1739, a 
better praiflice took pl.ice, for a particu/ar fum was tlien voted,, 
and the fame practice obtained in 17^7, and has, as tlie fame 
judicious author remarks, been adopted ever dnee, confining 
the credit to a precile and ipecial fum. Mr. Grenville held 
the fpecifying of fome fum to be ahfolutely nereffary, and 
contended that the fubjeA very much demanded their atten¬ 
tion. They had pledged themfelves by their addrefs to make 
good whcitever expences belonged to the operations that were 
carrying on for the interefi: and profjverity of the countiy. 
Having faid thus much on this part of the fuhjefl, he fhould, 
Mr, Grenville faid, be very fliort on the fubfequent parts of 
it; hecaufe, as it would contain the two important points 
which had been the obje£l of the prefent negcciation, one of 
them had been fo exceedingly ably handled, that it would be 
unpardonable in him to go over the fame field, as he fliould 
defpair cf throwing any new light upon it. The firfl of the 
VoL. XXIX. 3 X two 
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two objcfts, was on what grounds they were to prepare for 
war. They were toldf there was no expreffion in the treaty 
with the King of Pruffia that amounted to fuch an obliga¬ 
tion. But it was faid, Mr. Grenville obferved, there was a 
fyilem of politics connedled with the treaty that juftihed the 
''armament, which the treaty did not in ipecihc terms call 
for. He had always conceived, that a politic fyftem was to 
be governed by the obi gallons of treaties, rather than to 
furniQi any new interpretations to them ; becaufe the fyftciw 
might be liable to much doubt, which it is the objedl of o' 
fpccific treaty to remove. He had always uSideidood the 
peculiar praile of defenfive tieaties to be, that all treaties, 
except defenfive treaties, contMned (ome ca/us/eefet is, which 
might be inattei of difpute and uncertainty, whereas the rn- 
fu^ fednis of defcnfive tieaties admitted of no doubt. The 
fiiigle ohjedt was, whether the kingdom of either of the two 
paities who had entered into the tre.nty had been attacked ^ 
Had any of the dominions of the King of Pruiha been at¬ 
tacked ’ Fad <iny of the dominions of Crrtnt Britain been at' 
tacked ? Thete could not bt* any doubt about it. The for* 
trefs of Oc/akow was that on which this country inliAedupon 
theEmprels of Rulfia giving up to the Turks. The fmgle 
circumllance that fui nilhed ground of apprehenfion was, that 
the Eniprefs of RuHia, not content with herprefent extenlive 
territory, had in contemplation to overthrow completely the 
Empire of 'I'urkty. 1 here was no other argument of weight, 
and that argument would have had weight with him, if he 
had not heard the fuhjcff difcuflTed. One would have thought 
that Oc/akow contained in it the whole fate of the Turkifb 
I'^mpiie. It was not, he faid, the lirA: time it was in the 
hands of the Ruffians. It was in their poiTeffion in 1737, 
and created m> alarm, no appr4ienrion in this country. 

. It had been completely oveilook^ by theEmprefs in her mi¬ 
litary arrangements in the lafl war. He could, therefore, 
1c>e no reafon, either founded on policy or juftice, why this 
country Ihould compel Ruffia to give up Oczakow to the 
Turks. But it was an opinion with many, that our grand 
objed was to put the King of Pruffia in poueffion of Dantzic 
and Thom, a fyHem of alliance that looked fo ofFenfive to 
other powers, as to be equally impolitic and unjuft i on this, 
and the prefent fttuation of Dantzic and Thorn, he dwelt for 
a conilderable rime. As to Dantzic, what did we expert to 
gain by the ceffion of that city to Pruffia ? a larger fhare of 
the trade of Poland, perhaps. But would gentlemen recoi¬ 
led, that in 11^07, Careen Anne entered into a treaty of 
commerce with that city, which was guaranteed by feveral 
powers. In 17^'7, the hmprefs of Ru^ guaranteed the li¬ 
berties of Dantzic, which was likewife proteded by the 
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treaty of Elbingi 1655; the treaty of the Hague, 1659; ami 
the treaty of Hanover, 1725. The honouiable Member then 
alluded to the part vre took in the j)cace bi.twixt the King of 
Sweden and the Emprefs of Ruflia, and refened the Houfe 
to the.late Danifli Meinoiial. l^ntnaik wa$ in the reach of 
our magnificence, and, under that idea, ue were induced to 
fiyipofe that fhe would accede to our wifhes. But was it 
.vile or prudent to buy war, in oider to mediate for peace ? 
HS^concIuded that part of his argument, by Rating his opi¬ 
nion, if the leal inteuRs and irueinal protpcrity of Great 
Britain waAo he confultcd, he could fee no caufe, or rea- 
fon, why fhe ihould meddle in all the difputes of other 
powers, or aflume the chanidfer of aihitei of foreign alliances 
between other countries, thereby chinking to hold and pre- 
ferve the b.rl.ince of power in Europe; and c^^itain he was, 
if fuch was the fyRcm of adtniniRration, it would be unfuc- 
ceRful, ulelels, and ca en extremely dfingerous to the true 
inteieRs of this country. Having faid thus much, he came 
.now to call upon the Houfe to inteipole, and oRcr, in the 
prefent Rate of political afTairs in Euiope, their heR advice 
to His MajeRy, and retjueft that he would be giacioufly 
pleaf'd to order fuch meafures to be taken as might eRec- 
tually eRa'difli, upon a fuhd and permanent haRs, the peace 
and trancjuillity of the country, by faving his people from a 
b'lidenfome aiid opprefiive war, the conlequences of width 
muR be feveiely felt; and in fo doing, His ^lajeRy and that 
Houfe would fliew their regartJ for the inrereRs of the people 
of England, and take the only lure way of increafing the 
trade, manufadtures, and improvement of the country; would 
raife the revenues of the country at home, and promote its 
intereRs abroad, and liflally unite woth the earneR and 
avowed wiflies of the people, the proipenty, happinefs, and * 
glory of the nation. Mr. Grenville now moved, 

“ TlKit an bumble add refs be prefi nted to His MajeRy, 
to offer to His MajeRv’s moR gracious confideration, that 
couiilcl and advice, which it is the duty of the Commons to 
communicate to the Throne, in every important jundfure of 
public affairs. 

“ 1 o reprefent to His MajeRy, that the prerogative of 
making peace and war, being, in like niantier as all the 
other royal prerogatives, veRed in His MajeRy, in troft 
for the advantage and benefit of his j>eop 1 e, this Houfe does 
conceive the beneficial exeictfeof that preiogative to be meft 
conRitutionally and effedlually promoted by the advice of his 
faithful Commons in Parliament affembled. 

“ That His MajeRy’s faithful Commons, ever 7e.')lous to 
fiffiR him in maintaining the true dignity of his Crown, by 
enabling him to provide fur the real lecurity and happinefs c f 
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his people, find themfelves compelled at this jun£ture to ext- 
prefs their anxious folicitude, that interefis of luch important 
concern may not be unadvifedly committed to the chances 
and calamities of a burdenfome war. 

To recommend to His Majefty’s moft ferious attention 
the impoitint advantages which the tude and manufa£ture» 
of this councry derive from their friendly andi commercial 
intercourfe with Ruiha, and the heavy lofs which would be 
fuflninedbv any interiuption given to it. 

“ To iubnut to His Klajelly, thatnoarangementrefpe«n- 
ing Oc/akow and Its difiiifl, does appear to this Hnuic to 
be capable of aiFefting the political 01 comincic il 
rciK of this country, or to luflify (irtat Ihitain in any 
h( fill intirferencc between Ruflia and the Poite. 

*■ To expiefs our rtli iiicc upon His Majeily’s wildom an I 
juftet, thitthc pfice and tranquillity which tins countiy 
nox tiijoys, ih ill nut be nitcirupted f >rtht purpoleof iddin^ 
any increaic of territoiy to the dominion of the king ot 
Piuflii. 

“ I aflly, to repicfiMt to His Majtftv» tint, under the 
many Iniidtiis which thn coujitiy has Xcry uccntly voted, 
in addition to thole btloie irapoied on thcii ronAituint«, 
they fliould luithcrdiichaigcthcii duty to I 'i noi to 

the public, it thty did nc t uio their bell 11 (Vm v oiiis to alluie 
the continuance of tl.c bicfiings of peict, bj oifeiing to Hi. 
Majelly thtir humble and eaintll idxicc, that Ills Majelly, 
in his wifdom and patennl ^fledion to lus people, would bi 
gracioulfy plealed to decline all hoililf* intnference upon tho 
fubjeifl of the forticfs and di{lii6l of Oc/akow, for the pur> 
pole of ptocuring any faithci acquifitions to the dominion ot 
the Kuio of Pi uflia.” 

Mr. Mr. r-'ham role to (*'cond the motion; wh.ch, hefaul, 
Pdham. wa® all thec'oqaf nt f, cech, tlie Houie had juft heard, icn 
dered It necclTaiy for him to do. He would there foie 01 ly 
add, that as much as he c mcuried with the hon unhle gen¬ 
tleman, fo much did he deprecate a war with Ruflia. 

Mr. M. Mr. M Mon ugu declaied he ftiould give his decided 
Montagu, negative to the queftion. He would not, however, he fnj, 
follow the honourable gentle m'lii in his d..'tail, as le hael 
heard no new argument, and law no rcalon, to withdiaw 
that confidence from Mmifteis, which he had given to 
them, when he voted foi the addrefs in anfwerto His Ma¬ 
jefty’s melTage. Mr, Montagu laid, he was aware how 
much moie eafy it was foi the honoiitable gentlemen on the 
other fide cf the Houfeto aigue for the addrefs then moved, 
and to find fault with Miiiifters, than for him, or thofe who 
thought with him, to defend them. It had become, he laid, 
a pra£licC| on the ether fide of the Houle, this feftion, to 
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bring on» day after day, and provoke the difcuiSon of quef.. 
tions concerning prerogative; a pra£lice which be thought 
exceedingly itnprojier; for which reafon he always had, and 
always ihould oppoftthem. Mr. Montagu then piocceded 
to argue the queAion upon the general pttnciples of the 
conlfitution, and on the received dodlrines, that the power 
of negociating and declaring war and peace, was a geiicial 
prerogatfve of the Crown; next on the expediency of the 
meafure; and laftly, upon the confiAency of the Hou(e*s 
perievering in that condu 3 which it had in the two foinier 
inAanccs^idopted. After arguing on that point, Mr. Mon* 
t.igu went on to examine tlie expediency and confiAency of 
It; and among other things faid, that though he voted for 
fheaduitfs to HisMajcfty, in aniwer toHisMajeAj’s n<(- 
fjgp, )et he d d not liold lumleif pledged to iuppurt .my 
iuhieqiient meal arc on the lubjefl, unlcis he approved it on its 
own met Its. 

Mi PfMyrfaiJ, if the clear and fenf.ble fpetch that had Mr. 
I'ccn nude hy the honouiable gentleman who moved the Powy^, 
additfs, could not con\inct amnjui.tv of the lJuuic to agree 
to his motion, it ceitamly mill convince all of them of his 
good underAnnding, abilities and eloquence. \V 1 at piin- 
cipiliv called him up, he (auT, v.'av the extiaoidnury ipccch 
they had ]uA heard ftom the honouiahh g ntlen.an opponte, 
winch itated they vveie bound, hy iomefuiniei vote, to give 
a futuie landlion and confidence tuiheMimAci for all h.s 
iici'uiiations and atmaments, aid all tlit cxoeiicea incurred 
hy them. The honouiable gci tknian, iiuhtd, had uitd no 
aiguments; hi& fpetch was io general that it was impoilihte 
to give any part.cular anfwer to it; but he cutainly irujl 
icquiiefrom that honouiable geniliinau, or iemc ether on 
the iaiiie fldi of the Houle, lumt explanation of that vote hy 
which they were lo pledged and lo bound to the Mmiltci^ .i 
fort ofgtneial vote of credit that he, foi one, knew nothing 
«hout; he therefore wifhed to know vvh it it was, or when it 
■was given? The particular fltuation ot the negotiation thc,y 
h id heaid nothing fatisfai^ory about. One aimament came 
after another, and hoAile preparations weie ftill going on; 
and did the honourable gentlr^man think that they weie 
bound to vote away the money of their conilituer.ts, without 
knowing why? He fhould be glad to heai hy wh.U vote 
they weu bound to do this? They wcictold that they could 
not lecal their confidence already given to the Minifter; he 
wifhed the MiniAer, oi his filends, would either tell upon 
what patticular giound they wcic entitled to that famSlion, 
or elfe recall the only thiee diAercnt giounds which they had 
yet Hated, and give feme new reafon for the war. 1 ho 
^rft was, that to mterfcrc or enquire into the excrcHe of the 
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prerogatives veiled in the executive Governtnent, was out 
of the power of the Houieof Commons; if they could fiand 
to this, let them diilindlly fay fo. The lecond was, that 
being already bound fome former vote to give their con¬ 
fidence to the Minilier, it would be an infringement on 
that prerogative so withdraw it; if this was the calc, let them 
avow it. The third was, that the objeiSl in v|,ey|r was to 
prevent Ru£Ea from defiroying the pow«.r of the Ottoman 
Porte; are they convinced of this, and that it is a mattei of 
importance to this country ? In ihort, let them give iume 
decent and plaufible reafon for their condu 61 , and 4or God’s 
fake, let not gentlemen be feiitdown to t'>e countiy amongll 
their conllituents, without being able to give any infor na¬ 
tion refpedling what th^y had been doing this fellion, lai ih r 
than that they had incieafed their hunlens, and could not 
tell them why, bccaufethey were pledged to repol'e iinphcit 
confidence in theprefent Mmiller. 

IVTajor Major faid he would not, at that late hour, dc- 

l^laitland. Jain the Houle long, particularly after what had been lb 
ably Hated by other gentlemen, and after the laft honouia- 
bie Speaker had fo properly and amply aniwered the argu¬ 
ments, if arguments they could be called,' which were uled 
by the honourable gentleman who fpoke immediately 'before 
him. One part of that honourable gentleman’s fpeecli was 
Hill to be anfwered; and that was, an infinuation, that the 
fide of the Houfe on which he fat were unwan antable in 
bringing forward repeated qucHions of the fame nature upon 
the fubjedl of the prefent war. The Major faid, he would 
boldly contradidl any fuch aHertion, and was only forry that 
they were not continued and repeated, whether attended 
with fuccefs or not: He did not believe that the motion of 
to night would be more fuccefsful than others nad been, but 
hS could alk the Houfe, and afk the public at large, and 
appeal to the country for the truth of what he faid, whether 
the many motions and attempts, however unfucceisful, 
made by oppofition this felfion, had not been attended in 
fome degree with this effe£t: it bad brought down the vio¬ 
lence of language, and infolence of condudl, which MiniHers 
had adopted, and would have continued. He muH likc- 
wife fay, that the fituation of the Houfe was completely 
changed fince the laft queftion of this nature was before 
them; and if there could be any impropriety in the conduct 
of oppofition, it was in not bringing forward fuch motions 
more frequently than they had done. What he meant by the 
Houfe being changed, the Major faid, was, that ever fince 
the difcufBoiis which had already taken place, courier had 
been fent after courier, and what the firft carried, the other 
W4$-feiit either to ftop or to bring back; and it was noto 
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rious, that after the decifionofthe laft qaeilion of this fort 
ill that Houfe, one meflenger had been fent, and abfoluteiv 
brought to London, the difpatches which had been fent odT 
immediarely; fo uncertain, fo contradidlory, and fo ahfurd 
was thefyAem of negociation purfued by Minifters. 

As to the do^rines of confidence. Major Maitland fiiid^ 
that had been fo fully and ably combated already, that he 
would not lay one word on it; however, he thought thofe 
who from their uncertainty and glaring ineonfifiency had no 
confidence in their own conduct and actions, could expedi 
V. U'^tlc from any other body, and weie entitled to none. His 
opinion oh that point Inortty was, that he was the word 
Minifier who demanded mod confidence, and the bed who 
demanded lead; and, therefore, when thofe Miniders who 
had repeatedly called for confidence, were daily changing 
their meafures, it was full time to withdraw it. He laid, 
thar by their uncettainty, the trade to Ruifia was entirely 
dopped; nor did the merchants know how long this embargo 
of uncoitainty might detain them. A medage, though it 
• icarce deferved the name of a Mini Aerial medage, had been 
fent to infoim them, that for a certain numlier of weeks 
they might ventuie to carry on their tiade, hut they had too 
much good fenfe to pay much refpedf to fuch unufual and 
ridiculous mefiages, for not one Ihip had ventured to fail in 
confequence of it. As another proof that was no ways fa¬ 
vourable to their condudt or confidency, the Major faid, he 
would take the liberty to mention a very great and refpeiSla- 
ble nobleman, who had lately given up the feats of the fo¬ 
reign department, and whofe public and private charaffer 
wasunufually andjuAly edeemed by all who had the honour 
of knowing him, and ranked very high in the minds of the 
couiitiy at large. This nobleman’s refignatioii clearly 
evinced his opinion of their fydem, and his honourable refo- 
lution not to pledge himfelf m his public charadfer in a way 
that he never could do in his private, being equally deter¬ 
mined to avoid what would have been difhonourable to 
himfelf, and difgrnceful to his country. The Major con¬ 
cluded with aflerting, that as to. the probability of war, he 
knew, and all the world knew, that it was not the intention 
of Miniders to go to war; the people, and that llou^e, 
had told them they could not go to war; and this being no- 
toricufly the fituation they were in, why did they attempt 
to continue pradlifing deceit upon the country? And when 
they mud be fatisfied that there could be no war, whv did 
they go on with encreafing armaments and expenlive prepara¬ 
tions, to add new loads on the people, without one polfibla 
good effedl ? 
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KrEdw. SirEJwaref Knatcibiu//fpoke agzinll the motion; thought 

Knatch- etery Minifter (liould have the confidence of the Houfe, and 

loll. knew no reafon for withdrawing it from the prefent Mini* 
ftry. 

^ir W. Milner faid afew words in favour of the addrefs^ 
which he approved of. 

Hr. Fox. Mr. rofe juft as the Speaker was about to prut the quef* 

tion. He faid, that as he faw it to be the det^'rmination, 
and as it appeired to be the defire of tlie greater part of the 
Houfe, that the motion fliould go to the queftion, without a 
fingle word ot explanation from His Majefty’s Mimflers, he 
role to remind tliemy that fince it was the laft timtf probably 
this lelfion of their exercifing their duty as Members of Par¬ 
liament on that important iubjeift, they ought to do their 
conftituents the juftice to endeatour at leaft to enable them- 
felves to give thole from whom the money was to come, 
fome fatisfedlory account refpeifting thecauie of the expence, 
viz. the war with Kulfia. The Houfe could not but have 
obferved the ability with which his honourable friind had 
opened the addtefs then moved, and the little or no argument 
that had been onpofed to it from the othei fide of the lloufe. 
His honourable ft lend had ihted the peifeiSf and complete 
theory of the conftitution, and the aiguments he had declared 
on the fubjtdl of confidence and the prerogatives of .the 
Crown, were clearly founded on the beft ptadlice of that 
conftitution. Mr. Fox faid, it was the practice of the con- 
ftitution, that he admired, and always held up as the fit 
objedi ofadmiiation, and in conformity to that, he governed 
and guttled his own pradlice. '1 he do«Hiines his honourable 
friend had laul dovtn, had been lo ckatly conftitutional, 
that he defied any man living to controveit any »ne of them, 
or ftiake the fmalleft pottion of thtir foundation. The 
Houfe had voted, he faid, as his honourable fiiend had 
ftated it, an unlimited vote of confidence; but was their 
confidence never to have an end, oi weie they never to have 
any fatisfaflion given them relpci^ing theobjeift of the arma¬ 
ment? Mr. Fox admitted that when the i ight honourable 
gentleman firft brought down His Majefty’s meftage, he 
had fairly Ihewed them that he would not Batter them fo far 
as not to tell them, that by voting the addrefs in anfwer, 
they pledged themfelves to the probable rifque of a war; 
but did the right honourable gentleman now mean to hold 
the fame language ? Would he do fo, contrary to the opi¬ 
nion of every manufafluring town in the kingdom, con¬ 
trary to the voice of all defcriptions of people without doois, 
and againft the general fenfe of the country? He was aware, 
Mr. Fox faid, that notwithftanding fo much had been faid 
for the addrefs then moved, and fo little bad been advanced 
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againfl it, that like the former motions on the fame fubje^fc, 
It would be decided againft, by a majority of that Houie. 
He would tell the i ight honourable gentleman, howi ver, 
why he had that majority. It was, hecaufe they believed, 
though the right honourable gentleman had never told them 
fo, that he had changed his mind. That he had changed his 
mind, Mr. Fox faid, was clear and evident, as he would 
prove to flit Houfe from circumftances. They would re- 
colledl that the Ruffian merchants had waited on his Grace 
the Duke of Leeds, and dedred to know if His Majefly*s 
Minifl* rs could give them any information whether there 
would be* a war with Rufda or not? His Grace had given 
them for anfwer, “ that His Majefty’s Minifters were fo 
** circumflanced, that it was impoflihle for. them at that 
“ t me to give the merchants any anfwer.” The Houfe 
wi iild tlio ucuilet^, that the Ruffian m'cichants had fince 
w.iit(-don f.oid Cirenville, and received a meffiige, which 
though It did not formally Aate itfelf to be a miniflerial 
meffage, clearly was fo. in that meffiige, Mr. Fox faid, 
the merchants wee told, that they might fafely navigate to 
the Baltic till the beginning of July. Now, Mr. Fox faid, 
he willicd to know why Lord Grenville was more fit to 
give that anfwer to the merchants than the Duke of Leeds? 
Befides if dates were referred to, the Houfe would fee that 
between the anfwer given by Lord Grenville, and the former 
anfwer of the Duke of Leeds, there could not have occurred 
any thing that was not known at the time of that anfwer. 
Mr. Fox laid great fircls on this, and faid the honourable 
gentleman was mailer of his own honour, but he afked ific 
was not the diity^f the Imnouiable gentleman who made 
the motion, if it not his duty, and the duty of every 
roan in that Houfe, to feel for the honour of the country* 
The majority he well knew reafoned in this way, ** the* 
Mmiiler has never told us that he does not mean to go to 
war, but we know him to be fo good and excellent a 
Minifter, that he will not go to war, although he afiefls 
to have fuch an intention.” Was it, Mr. Fox defired to 
know, for the honour of the country, to arm for a negocia- 
tion, which was to end in conceffion and humiliation r If 
the right honourable gentleman did not mean to go to war, 
why did the armament go on at all, hut for the mere pur- 
pofe, as the Minifter thought, of enabling him to yield 
with fome degree of dignity, but as he thought, with 
additional (hame and difgrace? Minifters, he contended, 
after proving themfelves bullies, had reltnquiflied objeifts 
w'liich they might have commanded, and loft opportunities 
which they might have improved. They ought not^ he faid, 
to continue the expences ^ an armament, when every ob- 
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jeft of it was dead and gone. It was, Mr. Fox faid, the 
ityle of the moment to hold the prerogatives high, and to 
contend, that it was one of the undoubted prerogatives of 
the Crown to declare war and make peace. Under the 
ian<^ion, tlierefore, o/ this prerc^ative, while Parliament 
was prorogued, andtliey werefent about their bufinefs, the 
MiniAer might plunge the country into a ruinous and de* 
Arudive war. The MiniAer had changed liis‘ mind onc^ 
and what fecurity had they, that he would not change his 
mind again ’ Was it any fatisfaflion to tell them, that Mi* 
niAer&hada claim upon their conAdence, and they had bO 
reafon to be afraid, becaufe Parliament muA, in caw of a war 
''be jAerobled as foon as poAihle, and then they might refufe 
the fupplies ? Could they, or dared they ? Mr. Fox aiked. 
He would maintain, that they neither could nor dared re* 
fufe the fupplies. What, when they found the country 
engaged in a war, and its honour committed^ Undoubtedly 
they muA furnifh the means of piofecuting the war, and 
then they were reduced to tliat miferable expedient, the re¬ 
medy of refj[)onfibihty and puniAiment. That this might 
be a compenfation in lome cafes he admitted, but wonld it be 
any compenfation to an injured people! Did they not know 
that if Parliament had not been Atiing, and owing to their 
good Aars it had, at the time that all thefe confequences 
mi|;ht have happened! Parliament's Atting had faved the 
MiniAer, though that was a very fmall conAderation. In¬ 
deed Parliament's Atting, he believed, had more than once 
faved the country. 

Mr.Foxhere conAdered the cafe in both points of view, 
namely, whether the MiniAer had changed his mind, and 
did not goto war, or, on the contrary, if he puifued his 
, original intention and did go to war; and contended that 
take it which way they would, the confequences would be 
mifehievous and difgraceful. He would, he faid, take the 
beA alternative, and fuppole the honourable gentleman's 
mind to be changed. In that cafe, when they went back to 
their conAituents in the country, how were they to anfwer 
for the expences they had put them to ? Their conAituents 
would aAt, what did you arm for? Would ther fay to mak^ 
peace between RuAia and Turkey ? or would they more 
truly fay, to give Dantzic and Thorn to PruAia, two 
places, of the independance and liberty of which they were 
the avowed guarantees ? or would they fay, we armed to 
inAA on Oczakow's being reAored to the Tuiks? Mr. Fox 
painted in Arong colours that when the real caufes of our 
arming came to be known, we Aiould appear in the cha- 
raAer of avowed bullies, and become the laughlng-Aock of 
all Europe. He commented on the abfurdity of out forcing 
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our interference, as negociaters, upon Ruflia, and iofifting 
that (he ihould give up Oc2»koW| and all the deferts belong¬ 
ing to it, to Forte* He laid, take the cafe the other 
way, and fuppofe that the right honourable gentleman had 
not changed his mind, it would then be ten times worfe. 
After calling upon the Minifter to make out a ftory for 
them, and to furnilh them with fome plaufible reafon to af- 
fign for 'their condudl, he declared if he were to affign 
without doors the reafons, and the only ones which he had 
heard from the Minitiei’s filcnds, for our having armed, 
and one of thofe friends were to liear him ftating thofe rea¬ 
fons to his conftituents, he ihould not be furpiiled if that 
fiiend of the Miniiler were to fay, take care of Mr. FoXj 
<< he is deceiving you. The Miniilcr does not mean to go 
** to war at ail.** He alked, if the fecret, that we were not 
going to war, had got out here, did the tight honourable 
gentleman think that they would not foon know it at Pe- 
terfburgh^ It came with an ill grace from us, hefaid, that 
we ihould fet up for the chara< 5 ter of the peace-makers of 
Europe. He aiked, were we yet acquitted of having occa- 
iloned the very war, to which we pretended to put an end ? 
Report charged us with the fadl. Report alfo imputed to 
us the drawing Sweden into the laft war, and the grief we 
exprefled when Sweden made peace with the Emprefs with¬ 
out us, rather ferved to confirm the fufpicion. Nor were 
we altogether free from its being thought that the late dif- 
tvrbances in the Netheilands weie owing in a great meafure 
to our intrigues* V hile^ therefcWe, we aiTuined the cha- 
raflers of peace makers, we fiood charged with having 
embroiled all EurO)>e. Would the King's Miniilcr, he 
aiked, deny, that if it had not been for his interference^ 
peace would have been rftabliflied between Rufiia and the 
Porte, long ago? Mr. Fox reprobated what he termed the 
new doflrine, “ that out of every defenfive treaty grew a 
« defenfive fyilem;” which gave us a power to attack any 
one of our allies. Perpetual interference, he faid, would in 
that cafe occafion perpetual war. He fpoke of the degree 
of power that the mere accident of the prefent iltuatton of 
France had given us, and that had we ufed it rightly, we 
might have done any thing. Such a fituation had never be¬ 
fore, he faid, occutred, and ought to' have been wifely 
ufed. In the teign of Queen Anne, or any of the moft 
glorious of our hillory, no fuch fituation had occurred, nor 
any like it; if it bad, what a ufe would the Duke of Marl¬ 
borough or Lord Godolphin have made of it? It was, he 
declai^, the mere eifedl of chance that we had it in o'ur 
power to make ourfelv'^s fo potent* We might fay with the 
poet| 

3Y jj 



53* 


PARLIAMENTARY 


A. i79»f 


^ei optanti Divum prmitUt e nemo 
jfuderetf volvmda dies tn attulit ultra. 

What Cardinal Richelieui or any of the firft Minifters of 
any age or time would have given any thing to pofTefs, the 
right honourable gentleman had totally thrown away. The 
right honourable gentleman had put himfelf, and not himfelf 
only> buthis country^ in fuch a lituation) as whole yeais of 
znoderation and pacinc meafures were neceflary to wipe away, 

, and would fcarcely retrieve. Mr. Fox interfpprfed, and 
added a great vaiiety of other pointed remarks, .many of* 
them couched in vtiy ftrong expreflions, and feveral re¬ 
peated more than once ; at length, however, he concluded 
hi!» fpeech with a declaration, that under fuch circuinftances 
it would perhaps have been better for the cemntry if his 
hoiiounhle friends in (lead of bunging the iiibjt 6t forward 
upon only three c iTe.tiit motions, had contiived to have iC 
agitated dedic ndum 

M.Pht. Mr. Chancfllor Pitt faid, he certainly felt himfclf called 
upon to ap logizetoihe Houfefoi nfingat th.’t late hour, 
but after having cn a formei occafion IfntcJ his fentiments 
fo fully on the he (liould not trouble ilitm with a 

long intrufion, and it wa*' the more unnecellary, as the 
queftion, with whatever ability it had hren brought forward, 
waspreciftly and fuhflantially the fame quellion as that which 
had in difFtrrnt fhapes been twice before agitued, and re- 
fpedVing which he had troubled the Houle fo much at large. 
In the Very able opening of the honouiahle gentleman, who 
moved the addtefs, Mr. Pitt faid, h<'had noPohlursed much 
novelty, or much that lequiwd from him anv pointed or 
particular notice. With ugaid to all thofe arguments, on 
the general principles of the conAitutiun, in n i|>e>^ to the 
prerogative of the Ciown, which the honourable gcntlem.m 
had fo much labouicd, theie was not one of them to which he 
was not perftdlJy ready to iublctihe; the piincipks theic 
flatcd weie principles fb univerially recogni/ed and admitted, 
that he believed, there could fcarcely be found a Member of 
that Houfe who would ohjt dl to them. 7 hat the Houle had 
an undoubted right to interpofe with its advice to the Crown, 
as to the exercileofits prerogatives, no man wr^ild venture 
to deny; hut the queflion was not then, whether ihey 
Ihould inteifere with their adyice to the Crown, at any time, 
hut whether, after having in the firft inftance granted that 
confidence which the necefiary fecrecy of an irapoitant nego- 
ciatioii required, they faw any reafon fuddenly, without pre¬ 
vious enquiry, or any new grounds but thofe of mere guefs 
and conje^ure, to occafion fuch a change, they would 
withdraw their confidence, and totally lole the efifedl of a 
' • nego- 
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negociation which had for its objeA the lafting tranquillity 
of Europe. They thought when the queftion was formerly 
before them, that it was right to decide in fupport of Mini* 
fters during the progrefs of the negotiation, and new the 
queiliqn came a third time before them. Would they then 
for the third timeperfift in the conduct they had adopted, or 
would they take an oppofite mode of proceeding ? For his 
part, Mr. Pitt faid, he could ntt but conceive, that unlefs 
there were any new circumliances come out to induce them 
to alter their condudi, they would preferve rheir ccnfiftency, 
and confirm their former decifions. With regard to the 
argument of the right honourable gentleman, he faid, he 
had not heard from him any new grounds; neither had he 
heard any new language from the right honouiable gentle¬ 
man, that called i la fpecific reply; for notwithfianding 
all tlie abufe, in\'‘dlive and declamation, which the right 
honourable gentleman had with fo much vehemence th^ght 
pr<'p«'r to pour upon him, he might nfl aiTuied, that nei- 
^ ther his epithets fiiould provoke, nor his invedlivcs move, 
him to depart in the fmallcfi degree from pet fevering in that 
line of vondudl, which he had, from the firfi opening of the 
luhjedt by the coiinnunication of His Majefiy’s nieflage, 
thought It hih duty to adopt; but he would calmly wait for 
the at rival of that moment when, without any nfque of 
clanger to the public iiitciefis, the whole of the negociation 
could be gone into, invciligated and examined; and when 
that moment came, hefhould throw hiinfelf with confaknee 
on his country, confeious, that if they approved of his admi- 
niftration, they would do him the juftice to acknowledge 
it, and cletennined patiently on his part to fuhmit to their 
cenfuieif they thought his conduct deferved it. 

Having primifed thiJ, Mr. Pitt proceeded to ohferve, 
that in thecouii'eof that debate, there had been dated as an 
chjetSl tor the ai mnnient, what was fo far new, that it had 
not before been hinted at, at lead in that Houfe, viz. that 
we had armed with a view to procure fome acquifitioti for 
tlie King of Pruifia. As that was totally new in argument, 
fo wa?it totally new to the minds of His Majedy*s Miniders, 
as he could fafely pronounce it had never once entered their 
contemplation. Having thus in the mod explicit terms 
denied, that Miniders ever looked toward the procuring 
any acquifition for Pruifia, Mr. Pitt faid, the other points 
which the tight honourable gentleman had thought proper to 
mention, was the change in the Cabinet, by the Duke of 
Leeds having chofen to retire from office. He would not 
then go into the difculfion of the reafons which had induced 
the noble Duke to quit his official fituation, becaufe it was not 
at ail necedary for him to do fo, nor had it any relation to 



PARLIAMENTARY A. 1791. 

tlieqneftion before them; he would only ray» that he en¬ 
tertained as fincere a lefpedl; for that noble perfon as ever. 
Butexclufiveoftherefignationofthe Duke of Leeds, which 
the right honourable gentleman lud aligned as one ground 
of that change of circumllances which he choL to ilate as a 
reafbn for Minifters having altered their mind", the' right 
honourable gentleman had faid, there had peen at one time 
iniok-ncs and menace in the language of MiniAers, at another 
time timidity, and at a thud hckleiiefs and want of decilion; 
and thele afl ^rtions he had made without t1>e leaft informa¬ 
tion that could authorife him to come forward with any one 
of thefe imputations. But even if they had been founded, 
they vM>uld not he arguments for the atidrefs. ^V hat was it, 
Mr. Pitt, alked, that couKI induce the Houle to come to 
theaddrefsat that inotmnt? If it were necelLry to have 
come to any addicfs, he Jhould have conceived it would have 
been In an earlier Aage; when, if the Houfe thought His 
Majefljr’s prefeiit fervants, from any part of their former 
conduit, unwoitl-y to be entruAed with the negotiation, it 
would have been perfedily conAitutional and parliamentary 
to have addrelled His MajeAy to put the management of'his 
affairs into other hands. 

Having dwelt for fomc time on that point, Mr. Pitt took 
notice of the fort of vote of ctedit which the Houfe had 
come to; and argued upon it, to Aiew that it put it Icfs in 
tlie power of MiniAers to abufe the confidence of Parlia¬ 
ment, than if it had been a vote of credit for a million, 
which was the ufual vote on fuch occafions. Had the vote 
of tlie Houfe been that, MiniAers would have had the 
BitUton, liefides all that could be fpared out of the fupply and 
ways and means, at their command, whereas from the na- 
, Sure of the vote which had palTed, they had nothing mors 
than what could be fpnred from the fupply and w^ays and 
means. Gentlemen, he obferved, had (aid, that if there 
was an end qf the fellion, and a Parliament was not fitting, 
the MiniAer, under the prerogative of the Crown, could 
plunge the country into a war, and thus incur all the ruin¬ 
ous coiifeuuences incidental to a Aate of warfare. The faiSfc 
ondouhtadly was, that the King could plunge the nation 
into a war at any one time that he pleafed; it did not there¬ 
fore ap^dy more paiticularly to the prefent Aate of the Par¬ 
liament, than to any recefs of Parliament; .the Parliament 
wlien it met could check that ufe of the prerogative, and 
cenfure MiniAers for having advifed it; nay they could do 
much more, they could refufe to grant the fupplies, and 
thusrfiedlaatly prevent the war. Having added a variety 
'pother arguments againA the motion, Mr. Pitt concluded 
* with faying that he'fhould give his negative to it, 

Oa 
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, On the queftion being put, the Houfe divided^ ' *' 

Ayes, 114; Noes, 208* 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Thtr/Hayf 16th Me^, 

The Houfe having refolved itfelf into a Committee on 
the clerks of aflize bill, Mr. Stanley took the chair, and 
the Committee proceeded to fill up the blanks and difculs 
the claufes of the bill. 

Mr. Hujf^ rofe, to fiate fome objeAions as well to the |tfr. 
principle of the bill, as to various of its regulations. He Buficy* 
laid, that if he were alked which he moil approved, the fale 
of the office of clerk of alfize by the Judges, or the gratis 
appointment of a proper perfon to fill that office, he ihould 
pronounce in favour of the fale. Mr. Huiiey gave his tea- 
fntis for this option, and paid the prefent Judges many coop* 
phments on their integrity and the purity of their minds; 
nevetthelefs hefaid, he did not approve of putting it in the 
power of any Judge to abufe his power; and m making a 
law, it was their duty to guard agaitiil the poffibiltty of 
future abufe. 

The Mailer of the Rolls, who had introduced the bill, 
and condudled it through its various ilages, affigned his rea- 
font for holding an opinion as to the fale or gift of the office 
of cleik of aifize, direflly oppofite to that of Mr. Hufley, 
and argued the point very ilrenuouily. 

A long and defultory converfation took place, in which 
the Solicitor General, Mr. Mitford, Mr. Jekyll, Mr. 

Raker, Mr. Powys, Sir Benjamin Hammett, the Attorney 
Genera], Alderman Watfon, and many other geotleoien 
took part. 

Sir IVatkin Lewes, as foon as the foregoing converfation Sir Wat- 
had fubfided, rofe, and requeiled the attention of the Com^ kin Lew«$ 
mittee for a few minutes. He faid, he could not fufier lome 
obfervations which had fallen in the courie of the debate to 
pafs unnoticed, but he muil in the firil place obleive, that 
there appeared to him to be great irregularity in their pro¬ 
ceeding, for they were debating in the Coiiimittee on the 
principle of the bill, whereas in point of propriety they 
Ihould only debate the claufes, and afterwards upon the re¬ 
port, orany other Aage of the bill, ditcufs the principle, and 
which indeed ought to have been done before, if any honour¬ 
able gentleman had an obje^ioii to it. bir VVatkin begged 
lo be under Hood he was not unfriendly to thofe gentlemen 
who bad purchafed their places, and if they were to be re¬ 
gulated, he hoped a liberal compenfation would be made to 
them; but he was clearly and decidedly of opinion that thofe 
places ought not to be fold in future. The fale p£ any 
I place 
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place conoe^d with the adminiftration of public juHicc 
would be a r flexion upon t^at Houfe if permitted. The 
very refpefljble perlonagesy who had originated that bill in 
the other Houfe of'Parliament, had done tbemfelves gieat 
honc'ur in giving up, fur the fake of public juilice, a \er]r 
valuable appendage belonging to their office; and they de« 
ferved a very different return than to have the bill put an 
end to, by a motion in the Committee for the Chairman 
leaviag the chair. Was the honourable gentleman, Mr. 
Baker, who wifhed to put offi the bill to the next feifion, 
fure that the Judges would again bring it forward? In his 
Opinion it was no encouragement, nor was it treating them 
with that rel'pedt which was due to them, after the lacrifice 
which they propofed for the benefit of the public. For 
thefe reafons he entreated the Committee to go through the 
clai fes, and to let the bill have a fair and full difeuffion on 
its merits in the Houfe. 

The gallery was foon after denied, Mr, Huffey having de¬ 
clared he would take the feufe of the Committee againfi the 
bill; he at length however, gave way, on its being ftated, 
by the Mailer of the Rolls, that he wifhed the bill might 
not be quafhed, as he would make fuch alterations in it as 
/honld render it free from every ohjedlion that had been made 
to it in thecourfe of the converfatiun. The bill was ordeted 
to be reported. 

The Attorney General having moved, that the Houfe re- 
folve itfelf into a Committee on the Newfoundland Court 
Bill, 

Mr. Mr. Edmund Bajiard rofe, in order to objed: to the bill, 
BaiUrd. and this he did on two grounds: it was either, he faid, too 
much, or too little; if it was meant to anfwer the purpofes 
of a colony, in confideration of the people refident at New¬ 
foundland, tit was too little. With refped to the fifhery, 
Mr. Baflard faid, it ought to be now, and formerly had been, 
the policy of this country to carry it on from hence. It 
had been the great objed to fend out, and fecure the return, 
of our fifhermen. I'his was the only true policy, the only 
poffible method of carrying on the fifhery with any advan¬ 
tage to this country. That the difputes which might arife 
refpeding the concerns of the fifhery were of a confined na- 
tuie, and required, as experience had fliewn us, no Court of 
law to fettle them. The Governor had power fufficient for 
all common occurrences, and if any thing beyond that 
' arofe, the Courts of law here were open ; and to this coun¬ 
try, for obvious reafons, fuch application fhould be made. 
With refped alfo to the fifhery, it was of fo very peculiar 
a nature, that any interruption to it whatever muft be 
highly detrimental. From the firfi: moment of the com-' 

mencement 
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mencem^nt of fitliing fealbn to tbi iwy lakft, tlm oltneft 
diligence were neceflary; and’ (b well convinced had tlnft 
Houfe been of it, that they had adutUy provided^ agaihft 
the inattention of the fifherman, by iropoiing a fine on him 
for abfenting himfelf a fingle day from his employ; aild 
that, fine was fcarcely a reconipence to his employer, be« 
caufe, by his abience, the labour of many others was fiop- 
ped. Now', what would be, or he might fiiy, what had 
been, the efiedi of a Court of law fo eftabliChed; for a 
Court of Common Pleas had been eftabliflied in the ifland of 
Newfoundland, by what authority he knew nol:, but from 
the prefect bill, he fhould judge without*any authority 
whatever* For this bill was to grant a power to His Ma- 
jeily to eilablifh a Court of law on the fame principle as 
that befbie eftabliflied, without any authority from the le- 
giflature of this country. 7 his Court being held during 
the fiftiing-feaion, at any time they might think proper, 
would oblige thofe who were employed in the trade to attend 
the Court, the attendance of fomcof whom muft be ruinous 
’to the voyage, as from its nature much depended on thofe 
employed in the particular branches of the fifhery. Was 
this Court, Mr. Baftard afked, to be ftacionary at St. John’s, 
or to go from harbour to harbour, and fit in the different 
parts of the ifland ? If it was to go from place to place, it 
was impeffible, duiing its reiidence at Newfoundland, that 
it could anfwer the profeffed puipofes of the bill. If it yas 
to be ftationary at St. John’s, it was irnpofBble that the 
fifliery could be carried on at any diftance, and be fubje^ to 
its jurildi£lion ; becaufe, as before ftated, the abience of 
one, for ever fo Ihort a time, was of fo much importance, 
that the rum muft be evident to every one, wh.ch muft at¬ 
tend thofe who were obliged to attend fiom a diftant part. 
With refpeft to the fifliery, therefore, the bill was too ' 
much in toto: the legnlalions of it ought to be as fimple as 
poifible. With refjMsift to the hill, as concerning thole Who 
refide at Newfoundland in a coloni.tl way, (he begged to 
confider the fifherman and the colonift as diftindl and fepa- 
rate) it was too httle. If a C'ourl of judicature were necef* 
fary for that purpof^, it ought to he a permanent and lefi- 
dent Court, and that on a piopei eftahliflimcnt. 

What, Mr. Ballard alked, bad been the method of decid¬ 
ing the concerns of the fifliery ? The fit ft aift relpedting it 
was concife and fimple,and fully adequate to the purpoksof 
the filhery ; he would, however, take it in its more advanced 
ftate: In 1730, a Governor was appointed for the purpole 
of regulating and deciding the difpures that might arife; he 
ufually held a Court once in the year, in winch he himfelf 
prefided, aflifted by the Judge of the Admit alty Couxt, and 
VoL. XXIX. 3 Z the 
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thft Jollicet pf the peace; a jarr was ibmmonedy and every 
^ncern of the fiihery was decided. If parties were diflatis- 
£ed, there was an appeal here. This Court generally fat 
about a week at the end of the fiihing feafon, and furrogates 
were lent to the oat ports who fettled the difierences there. 
T hw method had continued till within a very few years^ and 
in the Courfe of between 50 and 60 years the bufinefs had in 
this manner been conduced. About two years iince a new 
Couit was eildbhlhed under the name of the Court of Com> 
mon Pleas; and Judges were appointed toprefide in it. This 
Court fat during the hfhing feafon. At firft Judges were 
fummoned. and in order to induce complaints to come to the 
Court, no fees were taken. T his cuftom however, was (oon 
dropped, and no caufe whatever was heard without the fees* 
being firft paid down. Petitions and teprefen tat ions were 
made to government of the eftablifhmenc of this Court, ot 
the bad pimciple of the Coutt, of the oppreftive method of 
executing u, of the ruinous and fatal tendency of it to the 
fifhery. Amongft other gnevances, they complained that 
their men were conftantly tikei away from their employ on 
thele juries. T hey did not complain of the principle of 
juries, becaufe to the juries did they look for the latery of 
their propelty ; but when they compllined of the principle 
of the Court, wh*lch made thofe Junes necefthiy during the 
fiftnng fealon, “ If you complain of that (faid the Court) 
“ we will loon remedy thit;” fo they did, and how? why 
tney proceeded without fummoiiing any juries at all, and 
decided, as they chofe, on tire propeity and efftifls of the 
people, without any refeience to the Jaw or conftitution of 
this country. Mr. B'nlard laid, he could, if ncccllaiy, 
enumerate a number of extraordinaiy dtcifions nude by 
that Couit on difterent cafes; but thought it lulficient to 
inform the Houle of the iituaiion of thofe pet ions who 
were appointed as Judges < 5 f that Couit. Here he btgged to 
be underftood, that it was not his intention to thiow any 
flur on the chaia^ei» ot thro^ people; he made no doubt 
they deci ed to the belt of their abi]i*ies, and if they had 
been placed in a»ujti ms, to which it was impofiihle they 
could be eqjal, it was tli** fiult of thofe who pi iced them 
theie, and not theiis. J he fi ft was the Admirifs fecre- 
tary, the next a Cuftom heufe offirrr, am tJiei the Ordnance 
ftme keeper, and another the Suigeon’s miteo* the hofpi- 
tal. He made no d ubt Mr. Oiahain might be a very good 
iecietai y, he made no doubt Mr. Coke might be a very good 
Cuftom ho fe officci, he made no doubt Mr. Balleii might be a 
veiy good ftore keeper, or that Mi. Ogden might be a veiy 
good luigeon’s mate; but, faid he, vsheii we fee a Court of 
lam wiih periods of that dclcnption at the hf^d of it, we 

are 
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are not to wondw at the ill eonfeqtience that we tmf fee 
artfe from it. If a Court of law was neceflary) which he 
denied to be the cafe here, it was as neceflary that people 
converfant in the law Ihould prefide in it; or elfe, what did 
they do; they conftituted the power, and then, by placing it 
in hands that know not how to uie it, they legalized the op- 
prelhon which eniued. How did the Court, piopofed by the 
prefent bill, difier from the Coui t before eftablilhed, he faid, 
and how did it redrefs the complaints lo juftly made againft 
It' 1 he Court was not to con fill, indeed, of the fame num¬ 
ber, but would moH: probably coniill of the lame people. 
The time of holding the Court wou'd be the fame; the 
fummary way of deciding without a jury the fame; and the 
fentence as final. Wheie was the dittereiice then between 
thele CouiC&> The difference was this Mr. Bafiard laid, 
that powers weie given to this Couit far beyond thole exer- 
ciied by the former. In the formei, the property only was 
liable to be attached, in this the perlon as well as the proper- 
.ty was liable. He aiked for information, if this Court was 
to put the bankrupt laws into execution; or if after the 
feisrure of the property, the peiion illo was to he feized, 
and lemain in pnion fur life' This Couit alto, he faid, was 
to aiTume the powers of the Vice-Admiralty Court, to an¬ 
nihilate It for the time, and to take cognizance of every 
thing, by fea as well as by land. 1 he'e was a difference, 
which he was ready to acknovnl ivis far the better; 

that was, tiie paying the judges ai i iafiry, and not 
permitting then to pay themiclves as ihev did in the foimer 
Couit, bv the f-es wmc t they exavi d fi »m Mioie who applied 
to it. Ait the l.joveinoi would be ahnofi a nominal officer, 
fhould this bill pais, Mr. Battard laid, he withal to aigue 
this with a view to ih- tiQiery onlv, an not with any vi w ^ 
to the colony, for in that light only ci'uid lie confider it of 
anv .idvantage to this countrv. It h wrce told tint the 
fiO ■‘ry and the colony wt le lo blended, that this hill was 
necilTiiy roanlwer the purpdes of both, h ihnuld not he- 
fii lie to 1 ty, he wfl.el dii in Mv to *ep r e the one from 
the otlui. It was i npn*lihli tia \ tuold hotn exill tf^ethir, 
as the oneiif*s ihi. oihei mull fill, and asfh'*yhadefta- 
bi I died the Colony, t ty would lole (he fifhery. Who had 
betn he cife of New I iiglnuP As loon as it wis ella- 
hliih((l a colony, they d.d, what it inig t have Keen fup- 
pc'<e(l they would do, hey toik the filhenes into then own 
hands. If he were aik>.n, whit! leive .,000 inhabitants 
til* re withi ut any liw? k would lav, tha ^0,00D inh ibi* 
tants ongh» never i» have b en jieinwrel to hi\e remained 
there, 1 id that we ihoiild i ih t ma^e gol nis to in luce 
them to return here, tiun to p'nli e a fyltein Oy 111 .rod r 111^ 
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Cknntt ol^o^cBtare* and civil eftjd>1iflinieittg, that might 
iadttee them to remain then. Of fo much confequeiKe had 
this iiihery been eftet med, and fo much had it Aood in need 
of bffiftance and encoun^ement from this country^ that 
bounties had been granted to them for that porpoie. So 
manv r^nlations however, fo many clogs had been impofed 
on It, a^ fo exhorbi^ant and oppreffive had b^n the fees 
taken by the officers eftabliihed there, that with'iiT thefe laft 
two years this trade has confiderahly decreafed; and he 
would venture to fay, that if thefe regulations, thefe impe¬ 
diments, thefe clogs were removed, the trade would readily 
give up the bounties granted to them. Mr. BaAard faid, he 
muA take notice ot the conduft of government refpedling 
the trade. Two bills had been brought into Parliament, the 
firft to oblige the merchants under the penalty of two hun¬ 
dred pounds, to obey the orders of the Governor in quitting 
thofe parts of the ifland, the ufe of which were confirmed to 
them by treaty, and to leave the valuable fifheries there. 

1 his bill was brought in at the end of the iellion, when 
the trade had no opportunit) of being heard agniiA it, and 
after they bad failed with a power, as they thought, of ex- 
eiciiing the fame right they had done the year before. The 
ocher bill was now hi ought in at the end of the feillon, at a 
time when it was impoffible for thofe concerned to be heard 
in the manner they ought to be heard agimA it. He had 
thought it his duty, be faid, fitunred as he was, to fay fo 
much in oppoficion to a meaiure which he made no doubt 
other gentlemen would concur with him in thinking highly 
prejudicial to this country Mr. BaAard concluded with de¬ 
claring, chat he was forry to have taken up fo much time of 
the Houle, when the m itter might be compromized in the 
very fhort queftion—will jou have a filhery, or a colony ^ 
JVttornev ^ The Jtttmey General himfelf fontwhat fupnzed, 

General that any complaint fhoiiKi be made of the bill then under 
confideration. It founded very hardily, he faid, in the ears 
of that Houle, that any dtfcription of His Maiedy*s fub- 
jeiAs diould be without the means of obtaining a judicial de- 
cidon of their difputes; and fuch was the lituation at chip 
moment, of His Maieft\*s fu^jeifls at Newfoundland. It 
was with a view to remove this ground of grievance that he 
had prepared the prefent bill, the obje€f of wrhich was 
merely to enable His MafeAv to fend out a gentleman of the 
law, with two afTcdbrs (the latter to he ippointed on the 
fpot hy the Goveinor) m ord*r to form a Court of juftice, 
the funiSlions of which would be folely conhited to the 
power to fettle debts and matters of account. It was true, 
as the honourable gentleman dated, that a former Court hid 
been ediblidied, and upon accurate examination of the Go¬ 
vernor’s 
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'vemor^s patent, Mr. Attoratf iaid» he wai ntther apt tn 
think without fufficient lei^l .lutbority. The firft wai, the 
Governor being an Admiral, had naturally bent his mind 
more to the confideration oi^ nautical fubje^ than thole of 
a judicial nature; and as his patent empoweted him to ap* 
point Judges, had taken it for granted it authorized him to 
appoint Courts likewife ; which was an error, he the more 
naturally fell into, as he faw the want of Tome inllitution of 
that fort. From the nature of the trade to Newfoundland, 
the Attorney General faid, there were many fervants s^nd 
few mailers, difputes confequently mull frequently arife^ 
and hard indeed would be the lot of their fervants, if they 
were left wholly at their mailers* mercy. He inilanced one 
cafe, and he faid he could ilate many others, to prove the 
want of a Court fuch as that which the bill authorized, viz. 
a Court to fettle debts and matters of account merely. It 
wu that of a merchant, who threw his man into prifon for 
I20l. when in looking to the cafe, it appeared as clear as the 
fun at noon day, that the maAer was indebted to the man 
twelve pounds. At this vei y time, Mr. Attorney faid, the 
poor at Newfoundland were calling out for a Court of 
juAice, and the Governor had defired to have one inftituted; 
and he muft fay he did not think it quite feemly for theop> 
pulent fettlers to oppofe a bill, which had for its obje& the 
iuAitution of fuch a Court as was beA adapted to the nature 
and circumAances of the fituatipn. It was to fupply the de* 
fe(A of that former appointment, and to cAabliih a Court 
legally, Mr. Attorney laid, that he had drawn the prefent 
bill; and be had fiained the Court upon the model of that 
calculated for Gibraltar, which had hem framed by the late 
Sir Dudley Ryder, and the prefent Lord Mansfield, and 
which had given general fatisfa^ion. He .agreed with the 
honourable gentleman as to the diAiniAton which he Had 
made between the AAiery and ilie colonial inhabitants; the 
latter cdbld have no property but un<*er the a£l of King 
William, and it was the diArefs of the former that conAi- 
tuted the neceflity on which the hill had been iiitioduced. 

Mr, AttO'uey concluded with leminding the Houfe, that 
being a bill of experiment, it was to continue in foiceone 
year only, that the head cf the Court would be a gentle¬ 
man profeAionally bred, and the Court would have to 
interfere in no points whatever but in fettling debts and 
matters of account. 

Mr. Baflard xoitt, in reply to the Attorney General, and Mr,'•* 
began with faying, that the honourable and learned gentle- 
man had mifconceived the grounds of oppofition taken by 
the honourable gentleman l^hind hi^n. 'I'hat honourable* 
gentleman had not Aated a complaint agaiiiA there being any 

Court, 
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CoQit, but againft the fitting of a'Court during the fiiherjr' 
leafun. I'he former Courts eftabliihed in the iiland had* 
Mr. Baftard (aid, on that very account proved the Iburce of 
great inconvenience, and'done more harm than good. In 
confequence of the reftraints 'put upon the fifiiery trade of 
late years, he declared, that it had greatly decrealed, ns he 
would convince the Houfe from a llatement which he held 
in his hand. Mr. Ballard read the particulars to the Houfe, 
and It the.ice appeared that in 1788, there were 630 vefleis em¬ 
ploy rd in the trade, whtcn were, reduced TO3, and at that 
time t!ie number of men was 5177, whereas there were now 
only 42'Of employed. There was a decreafe alfo in the 
bank vellels of 148. and the men were no more than 15 $8. 
Ihe decreafe in the boats reduced them to ti 8, and the 
men to 426. Mr. BaAard laid, he knew that the velTels 
would be lefs this year than the laft, on account of the 
Court about to be eflabiilhed He wilhed the honourable 
and learned gentleman would confult the trade on the fuh- 
jeifl, when they would tell liim what was the proper time 
for the Court to fit. 

Mr.Serjc. Mr. Sctjeani IVatfan propofed to the Attorney General, 
ant Wat. as a means of compromifing tlie differences of opinion, and 
Iba. reconciling to the bill all concerned, to intioduce two 
ciaufes; one for the purpofc of enartmg that the Court 
/houid n t Ire held or lit, when its fitting inteifered with, or 
was inconvenient to, the fiflury; the othu, to declaie that 
the Court Ihould have no jurildi^Mon in cafes of cootrai^ 
made here in hoglanJ witli meKhants not refident im En¬ 
gland, becaiife the patties lo contraifling tor then vov iges to 
the ifland, if they felt any grievance or caafe of complaint, 
would have the means of ample itac'dy here on their leturii 
home. 

•JB _ 

Attorney The Attorney Ceneral appioved of the idea, hut faid, he did 
GcBcral. n it think it riglit to mike it a pruvifioii in the It IL becaule 
' if any etior fhouUl he co ninitted m inleitmg inch a daule 

or ciaufes, the tff-ft wou d Ik* irrevocable, wherea*- the 
fame good m<ght he efTcflid thieugh the medium of in- 
Ariictions to the (^'overiioi. 

I'he bill was committed, reported, and ordered to be en- 
giolTed. 

\lr. Popham having moved that the older of the day for 
taking tlie repoit of lus poor bill into cunliderattun,, be 
lead, the fame was read accordingly. 

'' Mr. , Mr. Popham then rofe, and oMf rved, that his hill hid un- 
rfilpbam. dergoue great coiredinn ard alteration in tl»e Committee 
above ftaiis. It had, h* ow^ed, ht* n a mam ohV I with him 
to compel overfe^is 'findla’vM. for tlio poor; uui in con- 
fe^ueuce, returns ui iha fuius expended in tlte rttpeAive 
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. partfiies and diAridfcs had been called for, in ocMifonnity ^ 
the laft a£k of Parliament, and extremely various the fums, 
fo returned to have been expended, were; by fome ten 
pounds had been laid out, by others four, three^ and two 
pounds, and by others again only a few Aiillings. 9 idr« 
Popham therefore faid, he had thrown out of the conii de¬ 
ration all that were under forty /hillings, and taken ten 
pounds us the average of the highcft fums, and the returns 
coniidered altogether, afforded the cleareft proof that the di- 
re£lions of the a£t had been very little attended to, and that 
not more than one parifh in fifty had paid any regard to pro¬ 
viding labour fcT their poor. Having dated this, Mr. Pop- 
ham faid, what he had at drd thought to be a wife and 
found regulation, the Committee had been of opinion was 
not fo well calculated for general pra«^ue, as he had ima¬ 
gined; and in compliance with th'ir ideas another mode of 
providing for the poor had been fubdituted. He howevpr, 
thought it light to date, that the principle he had propofed, 
had been adopted fo long ago as in he leign of William and 
Mary; he uas not therctoie to be charged with having at¬ 
tempted to introduce any thing novel. By the bill as it 
then dood, Nlr. lophnm laid, three modes o' employing the 
poor were dated, (thofe who weie manufadluiers could 
mcedhnly and eafily be provided with employment, and 
theiefure they were out of the cjueition); the fird mode was, 
employment in hun)andry, as the did uhjeiEt of this country; 
the iecond, the allotment of parcels of the wade, with the 
leave of the lord or lady of the manor, to raife their own 
provifions upon; and the third, lahoui on the highways, for 
which tlif*y weie to be paid out of the pool’s late. 'Vi did, 
Mr'. Popham laid, he had it in contemplation that the poor 
who wotked on the highways fhould lie paid out of the 
puifeof the (uiveyorof the highways, but on more matuVe 
ccnlideration he thought it bttter that tliey diould be paid 
out of the poor’s rate. In order to convince the Houfe tliat 
there was no danger of the poor’s rate bring too much 
diallied by the opeiation of his lull, Mr, Popham dated 
that thole ( f the poor who worked on tlie highways would 
mod pro* ably be the aged and decrepit, and as they wue to 
lie paid but thiee fourths of the ordinaly price of iai our, 
theie was no likehlvood of the poor advantaging themfelves 
of that relource lo long as they were capable of oilui work, 
and could get any to do. Mr. Popham pioceedeJ to detail 
the oilier r guliMonsof his hill, and having gone through 
the provifions of the fevctal claufes, moved that the report: 
be then read. 

The amendmeuts having been read a drft time, on the 

queftion 
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ameifdaieDtt be now tend a fecond 

•* 

' Lord Sh^U roie, and after expreffing his concern at 

fbtfidd, finding it hit duty to oppofe a bill which had been intro- 
^ d^d* by the honourable and learned gentleman oppofite to 

him, raid, the fnbjed was of infinite importance, and ought 
to be very niaturdy confidered; which did not appear to 
*1iitn to be altogether pradiibahle in the prefent ftate of the 
feffion, and therefore he muft move an amendment to the 
queftion, '* that the bill be read that day three months.’* 

Mr, Mr. P^phatn faid, the bill had been introduced early in the 
fOpham. fefiion, and very deliberately confidered by the Committee. 
The report had been in that Houfe ever fince the 19th of 
the prefent month, and was to have been taken into confide* 
ration laft Tuefday, but the multitude of public bufinefs 
prevented it. No precipitation 01 lols of time was therefore 
imputable to him, but every gentleman might have made 
himfelf mafter of it, had he thought proper. 
hgfj* Ml. ff tgky in fupport of the bill, faid, that it had coft hh 
WigUy. honourable and learned friend io much pains, and really 
poflefied fo large a (hare of meiit, however it might yet re¬ 
quire alteration, that lie thought it would be ratner hard to 
treat it in the manner propoled; he hoped therefore, that 
the noble Lord would not perfifi in his motion, but would 
move that the fecond r'^ading of the amendments be poil- 
poned till next day, or an early day next week. 

The Houfe divided on the quefiion that the word now 
ftand part of thl«•qu^ftl n.” 

Ayes, 14; Noes. 44. 

The bill IS therefore h ft foi the pieicnt fefiion. 

Mr, Dundas moved, tint the rep rt of the refolutions 
come to by the Committee on the Finances of India be 
brought up. 

Mr. Mr* Beifield oppofed the motion, declaring, that he had 
Bsa^ld. much to ftate on the ful je^f (f Indian afiairs, exclufive of 
China, and he trufted that the light honourable gentleman 
would not, at that lite hour, peril ft in preffing for the report 
to be brought 1 p. but would take Tuefday next as the firft 
open day. 

Mr. Mr. Du,Idas expreflid hii furpi i/e at the honourablegen- 
XtaadM. tleman'ft oppofin,; the repui i‘s being brought up. On a for* 
mer day, he laid, when he had moved for a Committee on 
the Finance papeiv, ind that Committee he had again and 
a^ain put ofi in 01 dt t to give evei y gentleman a full opportu¬ 
nity to move for a<i many papeis as he thought pioper, the 
Houfe had not riftn at what was ufually called a late hour; 
but there was time, and time enough, for the honourable 
gentkman to have faid every thing he had to fay upon the 

fubjedly 
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ftatements. He fliould be glad to know» thettffore, what 
the honourable gentleman meant by fiying he fhodld oppofe 
the bringing ap the nport. If the honourable g^entlecpan 
had any thing to fay agitnil any one of the refolations that 
had been moved in the Committee, the regular way to do it> 
Mr Dundas faid, would be, to let the Report be brought 
up, and when they came to the refulution tp which the ho-< 
nourable gentleman wilhed to objedl, the honourable gen¬ 
tleman might then rile and Hate his objeflions to that refolu- 
tion ; or he might obje£); to its being read, and move that 
the coniideration of it be adjourned to any day that he 
thought proper. But he would venture to fay that the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, to give it no worfe term, had been 
milled, and taught to imagine that what he had been plenfed 
to teim the Indian budget, affbided a fit opportunity for him 
to go into a general view of the aflviirs of the Eaft India Com¬ 
pany at home and abroad. It did no fuch thing, Mr. Dun¬ 
das faid, nor wa*' it pofTble for aii} honourable gentleman to 
objedt, upon rational grounds, to any one of hi& refolutions, 
becaulethey weie xefolutions of figures anting out of the 
accounts and tiateinents on thetahh, and confined folely to 
the finances of India. He could juflify evei v one of them, 
and they had no reference to ihe cottomeictal concerns of the 
Company, noi to their general Bate of atiTairc 

By adt of Pailiament, he, or whoever held his tituation, 
Was hound every year to come forward with a detail of the 
ftate of the finances of India, and to move fuch refolutions 
ns natuially refulted from their confideration and amount. 
*1 he refolutions of one year refembled the refolutions of the 
preceding yirai piecifely, excepting only as to the ui^rence 
of the figures, which were governed by the difT rcnce of t\ie 
ftatements and accounts of which th-y formed the reiult ; 
but they had no analogy nor coiiiif dlion with the geneiai ftate 
of the Company's liFairs, much lefs with their commercial 
concerns, with which Mr. I )uMd is faid, he was exp'^efsly 
forbidden, by the adi of Parliament, to interfere Having 
fully ex lamed this, Mr Dun fas ohferved, that if ihe ho-* 
nourable gentleman wiOied to hung foi ward a general view 
of the Company’s affairs, he might do fo hv movn g fora 
day on which the Houfe might ptoceed tet th» confideration ; 
and as no man had enjr ved greater oppo tunittes of und'>r-* 
ftanding the real ftate of the Companv’saiFiirs, both at home 
andabioad, fb he had no doubt but the honcurablr gentle¬ 
man was capable c f giving the Houfe a great deal of uieful 
informat ion on the fubied The ftate of the Company's 
charter, and the application to havdf^ renewed, would next 
feffioit oblige them all to turn their thoifghts to the general 
Voi.. XXIX. 4 A ftate 
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fi dompm^y and Ibring them un^. 
tion ni that Houie. If, therefore, the 
ikuienrable geutleoien would uke Tuefday next, t>r any 
ophn day to bri^ forward what he wilhed to fay, his pie- 
fitery cUenrations could not but prepare the Houfe for the 
dt&uffion of the fobjc£t next feffion, and in fo doing, he 
would adt meritoriouny and conftitutionally. 

• Mr. Halbfd expliiT^ that tlie papers on the table telatiVe 
to the Finances«niidia, were not the accounts of the Houle 
of Commohs furnilhed by the right honourable gentleman^ 
but the accounts of the Eaft India Company, feletted in the 
proper offices at the Eaft India Houfe from the various 
ftatements fent over from India, and delivered by the Com* 
pany’s accountants to the right honourable gentleman, who 
was not anfwerable for their coiredlnefs, but neceffarily 
took them as they were, and ^ after explaining them to the 
Houfe, moved fucit nifolutions as tiie papers and accounts 
warranted and fuppoited. Mr. Halhed faid, that Houie 
wa« not then examining tfie affairs of the Company in a 
commercial point of view, but in a very different point of 
view; they were examining tlie political ftate of our oriental 
territories as a Meml)er of the Biitifli Empire. Having 
dwelt for fome time on this point, he concluded with declar* 
ing, that he could not fee any poflible objedlion to bringing 
up the repot t. 

Mr. thanked the right honourable gentleman (Mr, 

Dundas) for the compliments lie had beftowed upon him, 
but he did not conceive what right the right honourable 
gentleman had to anticipate the fort of difeuffion he intended 
to bring on. The right honourable eentleroan was com¬ 
pletely wrong in his idea, that he (Mr. B.) wiftied to go into 
a view of the Compaiw's affairs in general. He did aot 
iqean, Mr. Benfield laid, to go out of the accounts and 
papers on the table; from them he would undertake to prove, 
that the right honourable gentleman^s ftatements of the Fi¬ 
nances of tlie feveral preftdencies was not a true ftatement; 
and he had qo doubt hut he could fatisfy the Houfe of the 
verity of his aflfertion , but at that late hour (paft ten o'clock) 
he did not expe£l the right honourahio gentleman would 
bring the fuhjeift on. They had been in the Houfe ever 
iince fourVcIock Mr. B. faid, and the Houfe in general 
thinking as the ov^iing advanced, that the fuhjedf would 
not be brought on, many gentlemen who wiftied to be pre- 
ient at the difeuffion had left the Houfe, and there were 
fcaredy Members enow remaining to make a Houfe, at 
moft but very few more. He tlierefore hoped the right ho¬ 
nourable emtleman would, ill candour, poftpone the dif* 
cuffion ot To impoitsmt 0 fubje€l; a fubjeft that involved in 
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it a reverrae and expenditure equal to .half the le vtnu e of 
England; at it was equal to feven mUIibns fterltng. Mr. 

Ben6eld repeated his appeal to Mr. Dundas’s canldoa^' 

Mr. Dundas faid, the latter ailertion of the honoorsble 
genttemaii, that it was not expefled the report would be ®**®**‘ 
brought up that night, was ill founded; for there was not a 
roan who'bad qoenioned him upon the fubjet^ that day, to 
-whom he had not explicitly declared his intention of moving 
that the reporr be brought up that evening. 

Mr. Beufield in reply faid, that not being able to carry his Mr. a 
point, he would give notice, that on Mon lay or Tuefday Benfidd. * 
next hejiropofed to bring on the fuhjefl again. In appealing 
to the right honourable gentleman*s candour, Mr. infield 
obferveil, that he had not fiated, that the right honourable 
gentleman had not faid, he U9>uld move that the report 
would be brought up, but he had hoped that he would not 
infift on it. 

The report was then brought up, and the following lefola- 
> lions read a jRril and fecond time and agreed to. 

Refolved, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the 
£aA-Tmiia Company in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
OrilTa, and from Benares and Oude, under the heads of 
Mint or Coinage Duties, Poll Office ColledicMis, Benares 
Revenue, Oude fublidy, Land Revenues, Cuftoms, and 
the Receipts from the Sales of Salt and Opium, amounted, 
on the average of three years, from lydy-B to i789>90, 
both inclnfive, to the fum of five crore, forty-6,ve lacks, 
forty-one thoufand and lixty-feven current rupees. 

Refolved, 'I'hat it appears that the annual revenues of 
the Eaft-lndia Company in the provinces of Bengal, Ba¬ 
har, and OriBa, and from Benares and Oude, under the 
lame heads which were eHimated for the year 1789*90 to* 
amount to five crore, llxty lacks, ninety-three thoufand 
nine hundred and feventy-one current nipeees, amounted 
to five crore, Bxty-two lacks, lix thonfand five huodrtd 
and li\ty-two cuirent rupee*?. 

Refolved, That it appears, that tlie charges defrayed by the 
Eaft India Company in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
OriBa, an# in Benares and Oude, under the heads of Civil, 

Military, and Marine, the chai ges ol C'>lle6ling the Revenues 
and CuBoms, and the advances and charges on account of 
Salt and Opiuroj which were eftimated for the year 
1789-90 at three crore, Bxteen lack', twenty-fix thoufand 
two hundred and feventy current rupees, amounted to three 
crore, twelve lacks, one thouiand four hundred and eighty-fix 
current rupees. 

Reff Ived, That it appears, that the annual revenues of 
-‘the Eifi-India Company ill the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, « 
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Orifls^ aa^flfindni Behares aqd Oude, under tbe heads of 
iClintor Coinage Duties, Poft Office Colledions, Benares 
Kevenue, f)ude Siihfidy, Land Revenues, Cuitomsy and 
the Heoeipts from the Sales of Suit and Opium, for the year 
lyc^O 9 , are edimated by the Ciovernor C-ieneral and 
Coutiiil to the fum of five crore, twenty-two lacks, 
thirrv nine thoufand four hundred and tweiity-leven current 


rupepb. 

Relohtd, That K appears, that the charges to be defrayed 
by the Fall India Company in the provinces of Bengal, Ba¬ 
hai, and Onir.i> and in Benares and Oude, under the heads 
of Civil, Military, and Maiine, the Charges of Buildings 
and 1 nitificaMons, of collefling the Revenues and Cufloms, 
and the advances and Charges on Account of Salt and 
Opiun y foi the year 1790 Qi, are efiimated, by thcGoxet- 
noi General and Council, t* amount to the fum of thiee 


ciore, eightt en lacks, tUitty two thoufand two hundred aid 
feventeen cuirent rupees. 

Reloixd, Thant appears, *hit the annual revenues of the ^ 
halt India Company, at the prefidency of Fort Saint C^eorge, 
and the lettlr-n enis {ubordmatr theieto, and in the Carnatic 
aiid Northern Circars, under the heads Of Mint or Coinage 
I'utics, Sea or land Cuftoms, Subfidy of the Nabob of 
Arcot, and Raj >h of 1 an]oie, ] and Revenues, and Farms 
and 1 tcerjct«, amounted on an average of three year«, 
1787 8 to 1-89 90, both melt five, to the ium of thirty one 
lacks, fjvty-th ee thoufand thrte hundred and niiiety-four 
pagodas.* 

Rpfolved, That it appeals, tint the annual revenues of 
the Eaft India Company at the prefidency of Fort Saint 
George, and the fettleincnts ruhordinate thneto, and in the 
. Carnatic and Notthrrn C iiiais undei the heads aforetaid, 
yvhicb W( leeJlimated to amount to thirty four lacks ninety 
thoufand thiee hundred and fixtv If ir piginl is, amounted to 
thirty ore licks, thitty nine thoufand fite hunched andnine- 
teen liar pagodas. 

Reiolved, That itippeiis, that the charges d'-frayed by 
the I rtft-Ind'a Conip.my at tlie prefidency of F ort Saint 
Geoige, and the fettlements fnbordinare thcieto^and in the 
Carnaric and Northern Circars, under the reipe6live heads 
of Civil, N'llitary, Buildings, and I oitifica'ini', winch 
wereefiimated fof the year 78990. to amount to thirry- 
fesen lacks feventy one thoufand three hundred and fixty 
pagodas, amounlcd to forty three lacks, foity feven thou- 
iand five hundred and thirty-feven pigod is. 

Refolved, I ha* if appears, that the innual revenues of 
tlte Eaft India Comp my at the p’ffidcncy of loit'Saint 
George, pnd the fetikments iubc^idinate thereto, and 111 

the 



a.„9t- d e » iwW il'lC 

the Carnatic and Northern Circari^^ n#|ler tie litmdli albre* 
faid) for the year 1790 91, areeftimat^ by the ^^vcsmor 
and Council of Madras, to amount to the fnm Ibity- 
fv ur lacks, fifteen thoufand nine hundred and forty*one pa¬ 
godas. 

Refolved, That it appears, that the annual charges to be 
defrayed by the faid Company at the prefidency of Fort 
Saint George, and in the Cornatic and Northern Circars, 
under tlie refpedlive he ids of Civil, Military, Buildings, 
and Fortifications, and the Charges of colledling the Reve¬ 
nues and Cuftoms, for the year 1790 91, are eftimated, 
by the Governor and Council at Madras, to amount to the 
fum of fixty-three lacks, feventy-one thoufand four hundred 
and thirty-eight pagod is. 

Refolved, 7 Int it appears, that the annual icvenues of 
the Eaft India Company it the prefidency of Bombay, and 
the fettlements fuboidinate theieto, under the heads of 
Land Revenues, Cufioms, and Fat ms and Licences, upon 
an average of thre»-years, from 1787-810 1789 90, amounted 
to the lum of thirteen lacks, eight thoufand three hundred and 
fourteen Bombay rupees. 

Reiolvcd, I hat it appears, that the annual revenues of 
the I all India Company .^t the prelidency of I ombay, and 
the fettlements luboidinate thereto, under the heads afore- 
faid, suhich were rflimatcd for the vear 1789 90 to amount 
to e even lacks, ninety one thoulind lix hundred and twenty- 
feven Bombay rupe< s, amounted to fourteen 1 cks, farty tvvo 
thouf ind foui hundnu and tiM* Bombay up ts. 

RefoUed, 7 'hit 11 appears, tint the c’laiges ihfiayed by 
the! ill IndiaCimpany at the nrehdency of ’’omhaa, and 
the fetticm nts fuhordmatt thereto, which w»ii elliinatrd 
for the veir 1789 90, to amount ”0 f > rv in e larks, two 
thoulind fix humlied ind 1 vtnt\ fix Hon hay repee*, 
amounted to foily eight lack', tuo thiulind iix hundred 
and erghtv-h vt Bombay iu|)e«s. 

Keohtd, I h It It at (e is, ih t rh»« ami al levenues of 
the Lift ndiaCompiny u i le j ie< d nc\ tt B'*nihiv, and 
the fettleminrs fubordi 11 e tl i >, snn’n the In ads cl 
Ltiid ^evciiuts, t'ulloms, and 1 nm' 1 ul I rtnies, for 
the yeai 1700 91, art ciliiintctl, hs tin C»o\»*rnoi a d Coun¬ 
cil ofBombay, at tin- fum ot i \<prv_rw licks, ninety fix 
thoafind three him itd an 1 1 xte n H unh y lup c 

ReloKed, 7 hit it appt irs, hit 7 ie i mu i) ctnpes to h'' 
defrayttl by the 1 a I I iih i Ctmpuiv it iht* juelidcncy of 
Bombay, ind the 1 tt*emtn*^s ( 1) 1 li u'e th uio in rha 
yey 1790-01, aieeltimiftd it fmy ieirn 'uks, iiMiiy-fix 
thoufand leven hundiid »*d hhy ihrte Boiiibiy lupi ts 

Rt(oiv,.d^ 
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ihfhn it'^ap^n^ that the annual rerennes of 
the £aft-lndia Company at the reiidency of Fort Marlbo- 
ftmghy and itt dependencies, anfing from Coftomo, Farms, 
and Licences, amounted on an average of three years, from 
1784.J to 1788 9, both iiiclufive, to thiiteen thoufaiid and 
fortyofoui dollars. 

Refolved, 1 hat it appears, that the total debtf owing by 
the Laft India Company in their different fettlements in the 
Laft-Indies, exclufive of the fums for which bills have been 
granted, payable on the Court of Diieflors at home, m 
purfuance of their orders of the 15th day of September 1785, 
and3iff day of July *787) amounted, according to the 
lateff accounrs of the whole d bt received in Lnglind, to 
the ium of fix crore, eighty feven lacks, eighty hve thou* 
land and (eventv feven current rupees. 

Refolved, 1 hat it appears, that the total of the debts 
wing by theFaft Tn la v. ontpany in their different iettle* 
ments in the Eaft-Indies, hearing intereft, amounted, on the 
30th day of April 179O, to the fumof five ciore, forty lacks, 
nxty-nme thouf ind three hundred and fifty-feven current 
rupees 

Refolved, 7 hat it appears, that the annual amount of 
intereft payable on the faid debts in India was fortv-four 
larks, feventy-oiie thoufand and fixty fix cuitent ru¬ 
pees. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Friday, of h Men. 

Mr. prefented a petition from the prifoners^confinevl 
Grey. lU the Kmg*s Bench, priying fur fucb trlief as the llouh, in 
itswifdom, might think pioper to grant At this late pe¬ 
riod of the feffion, he (aid, he wis ifiiid tint he could do 
•* nothing more than move tint the pftitiun flionld lie upon 
the table. At the fame time, he fitted, that lomi lehef 
was very defirible. 1 here weie confined in the King’s 
Bench 5 Oprifo ers, manv of whom hid wives and chiKlien; 

, and withina f|iteeof ^00 y.)rds, it had been reprefented tbit 
there fl pt 1500 ptifuiis One relief, however, might be 
giantcd the n, nameh medicil ifliftince. At prefent, if a 
woman is taktn in lahoui, no midicil affifiance could he 
procured iftn tfn o'clotk. ^even ot eight perfons occupied 
onelmall aputment. When Tick, they were not kept fepa- 
rate; the fici nnd the hei’tiv rtm lined together, or (even 
orcij^ht fick pe ionc were l^nwed toeeth^i in the fime narrow 
aa ommodation. If they died, the de id body was luflered to 
r'^main till io tie means wtrt found cf removing it, and it 
was interred iliheexpeicc of the nlitions of the decei|fed; 
»i, if thtie weiL not fjjiul to defray ti t funeral lates, at the 

2 expeu ce 
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cacpenceof the Marflial of the prUbnu k haii been indeed 
fiatedy that) in feme cafes, the body had. been fofiered to re¬ 
main for a length of tim^ in order to induce the prifoiiera 
to enter into a fubicription for the purpofe of removing ic« 

Such were the particulars which had occurred in the courie 
of the enquiries of the Conunittee, which he had been in- 
ilrudled to lay before the Houle, and wliich certainly moil 
loudly demAiided a fpeedy remedy. * 

The petition was ordered to lie upon the talde. 

Mr. ITippeftty laid, that having given notice of a motion |^r. 
for the relief of the military lervice of the Eail-lndia Company, Hippeilqr* 
in particular cafes, it was his wilh to bring the fubjedl be¬ 
fore tlie Houfe accompanied with the moft incontrovertible 
e\ idence of the exifteiice of the evil, and the necellity of re¬ 
form ; he lliall tliercfore move, ** 1 hat ther«& he laid be- 






** fore this Houfe extradis of a letter of Colonel Fullartony 
** late Commander in Chief of the fouthern army, to Lord 
Macartney and felc£t Committee, dated 7th Jan. 1785, 
** containing fuch parts of the faid letter as relate to tlw 
•** arrears of the troops, and the mode of payment.** 
Ordered. 


Mr. rofe and faid, that lie would undoubtedly hTr. 

have been much obliged to the right honourable gentleman J’heridM. 
for his intimation of the ijieedy proiogation of Parluuneiit, 
had it in the application he was about <0 make hten neceflary^ 
to enter into :dl the detail with which it was coiinedled. But 


fuch detail would not only be unneceflary, but improper. 
Before he Ihould proceed to ilatu what heihortly had to fay, 
h 1 1. Sheridan faid, he fliould Bril endeavour to refute feme 


infiiiuations that the kuiinefs had not been taken up by thofe 
engaged in it with all the ferioufnefs and attention to which 
it was entitled. Lveiy fufpicion of this kind he thought it 
iiecefTary to banife from the mind of the Houfe, when he 
meant to call their moll earneil attention to a hufinefs which 


He deemed of the utmoll importance. In 1787, the firft 
application on this fubjedl had been made to Pailiament. It 
had then been Bated that the reform demanded was realy no 
ohje^l to thofe who were cliieBy iiitereBed. But how did 
this appear, when of iixty fix Royal burghs fifty-eight had 
petitioned for tlie leforin, and he had been able to prefeiit to 
the Houfe a petition figned by ten thoufand perfons, almoB 
all of whom were real burgefies. Tlx‘ fir A |»etition, how¬ 
ever, feiit to him 111 1787, had ariived too late, as the |)e- 
liod foi prefenting private petitions was then paB. In 
1788, the api>licatiun had Iseen renewed. 'I lie right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, who oppofed him on tlie other lide, 
(Mr. Dundas) had allented that a hill Ihouid be brought in, 
if it was printed, and bad funned with him a lurt ofeompro- 

mife: 
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mile; af ail^e0ltfit of which he expeded^ from his ufoal con'- 
iiftency of chara^er, that he would now fecond the motion. 
Another honourable gentleman behind him, (Mr. Anftru- 
tlier),who had likewife oppofed him in this bufinefs, whofe 
oppofition he could not but regret, and to Whofe influence, 
in every other refpedl, he wifhed well, except as an Aider- 
man of Pitcenwj^m, had moved for all the charters and fets 
of the Koyal burghs, in order that they might be taken into 
coifflderation during the receHs of Parliament, with a view, 
no doubt, to the enquiry which Ihould afterwards follow. 
Having moved for the materials which could only be ufe^uT, 
in order to inftitute an enquiry, it could not b.; expedted 
that he ftiould o,Yp de its progrefs. It had then been ilated 
too, as an argument for oppoGng it, that the reform which 
was demanded, would completely overturn the conflitution 
of the burghs. In this particular tltey had obviated the 
objedlion, by joining iflue, and in this flate the buiinefs 
flood at the end of the iefhon, 1788. Ir' 1789, as all pub¬ 
lic and priva e bufinefs had been fufpended, from an unfortu¬ 
nate ciicuraflanc* which, at the time, afforded regret to all* 
good citizens, .ird which they mufl now wifh mi«ht ne\er 
return, not miu h progrefs could be expedled to bt^ made in 
dtfculliiig the reform of the Royal burghs. The bill had 
been again printed, and read a lecond lane. He moved for 
a Committee, when the honourable gentleman had faid, 
that they took a wrong com f*, and indeed of moving for a 
Committee, in order to confuler of a lenedy, they ought 
lirll to move foi aCo:nmitt*e to examine into the fails by 
which the necelT.ty cf tins rcmcily was to be proved. To 
. this propofition thi y had afllmted. He moved for a variety 
of papers, wh'ch it was.igieed (houlJ be laid uj>on the tabic; 
and here again the in-irter refted Tn the next feflion. Mi. 
Sheridan fatd, nollii"g IiacMieen done. Th pipeis moviil 
for had not fomeof them ailived till th- middk of May, ar^ 
not till he had found himlelf obliged to ien'*w the order. 
No part of the d lay hitheito. he lioped, could be imputa¬ 
ble to him. I'he delay tins feflion, he would take upon 
liimfclf. Heha^, ind^ed, advi'ed it not to be brought for¬ 
ward at i’ll. I his advice he had given, in compliance with 
the o >inion c^f his friends, that m the prefent flare of the 
public mind, as diflFerently ail-’d upon by the irvolution of 
a neighbouring country, it would be pi udeiu foi a while to 
fuppiefs all ib.is of a leform at home. In this i pinion 
howeve'*, Mr. ^!lrtidan owned, he co Id nrt agiee. Fpr if 
either a fpiin «f fTvility had got abroad among fome, or 
wild enthufiaflic notions of liberty wtre chenihed among 
Others, he deemed it eijually incuml>ent upon Parliament, 
nninfluenct d by extrinfle circumftances, to Ihow their deter¬ 
mined 
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mined tefolation to tedrefs teirery grievance tliat decoded 
Iheir interference, and attend alone to the calli of juftiee. 
He was hkewile unwilling, he faid, to bring forward a bnfi- 
nefsof fo much importance. Without that fupport which he 
moftrefpe&ed and efteemed. Looking to his obje£l, he 
certainly confidcred it as no ground of cenfure to accom¬ 
modate himfelf to means, whilft he made no facnfice of prin¬ 
ciples. His objedions, however, he had yielded to the 
wilhes ofthofe who were molt intereiied, and he had the fa- 
tisfaflion to fay, that he was fupported in his attempt by 
names, which, if he were to mention, would not be deemed 
likely to countenan c any a€l of ralhnefs. He would firft 
wifli to remove every idea that in the prefentbulinefs there was 
any novelty attempted. 

The honourable gentleman, who might be fuppofed well 
acquainted with the hiftory of his own country, ancient and 
modern, would know that the intern i 1 Government of the 
Royal burghs, had always been an object of complaint and 
redtefs. He would read a commiliion fo far back as the 
teign of Chai^f's 11. which enumerated the fame grievances 
which were now afluilly Hated to exiH; and among others, 
the mifapplication of the public money, to the purpofes of 
corrupt influence, an evil which was then a fubjedl of com¬ 
plaint, and of which the honourable gentleman was to con- 
lider whether there now remained any traces. No new 
giievancewas now the fubjeiSt of complaint. Power had 
always been growing into abufe. The lame evils hid al¬ 
ways exiHed. No remedy was granted; noi was it likely, 
that in the reign which he had mentioned, any proviflon 
fhould he ma le for fecuring the liberties of the fuhjeiSl. So 
had the matter refted till 1784. when encounged by the de¬ 
claration of a right honourable gentleman, tint he would 
always fupport parliamentary reform as *1 man, and as a 
Minifter, the friends of reform in bcotland had formed at 
convention, and fent delegates from the ^8 burghs, who 
had diflTeient meetings on the fubieiff. In this Hate the hufi- 
nefshid fillen into his hands Little niort, he conceived, 
was necelTiry to be laid. Wh i out or 66 burghs have 
Hated great and politivc giievanc^s under which they la¬ 
boured, and when they had profdled gratitude to a right 
honouiahle gentleman for the encouiagcment which he had 
afforded them to expert redieis, he truHed that tl eir grati¬ 
tude would be confirme 1 upon folid grounds. It aftei all 
the information had been ptocured, Mr. Sheiidan faid, they 
Hiould refufe to look into fuch information by a Committee, 
they would certainly, by thus Hinnking from the enquiry^ 
grant that evils exiiied, which they had neithei fortitude to 
examine, nor virtue to ledicfs. It what was Hated as gnev- 
VoL. XXIX. 4 B ance 
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<|iiee was fad, li« demanded redrefs, not as a matter of fa¬ 
vour, but of right; as a claim which was not to be weighed' 
by dilcretion, but which was eAabliflied by juftice. He 
Ihoi <(i now fhoitly ftate the grievances which were com- 
plainc * of. I. The Magiftiates exaded,' without legal au- 
tboi ity, the cefs, or land tax. He was not to be told, that 
the lum thus exaded above the legal propoition was imall. 
However Imall it wa<:, the exaiSlion was no lefs a violation of 
juilice than an obied of redu fs. adly, The Magi(Irates 
aiTunie a power of chlpofing oi the public money according 
to their own difcietion sdly, They were fclf-ele^ed, 
contrary to the law, as might be proved from the charters 
on the table. But what was the moit fciiuus grievance of 
all, there was no competent Court of Jutildidlion for the 
redrefs of (uch grievances. In fupport of this alTertion, 
Ml. bhendan quoted the proceedings of the Coui*^ of SelHon, 
wheie, while the grievances had been allowed to exift, the 
Court had been declared incompetent foi their redrefs. Nor 
did this competency which was wanting in the Court of 
Seihon, refide either m the Coui t of Exchequer, or in the 
convention of the Royal hurglis; fo that here was an evil 
exifling, where there where abfolutely no means of iedref«. 
He begged, however, to Bate, that he did not mean to in¬ 
clude all the Mngiftrates in the charge, which he had 
broughtforwaid, of ahufe; fai Ic.f:> would he impu'^e to lus 
opponents any unworthy motives; as he tiufled they wouM 
do juRice to thoie m Jlives of regard for the conRitution, 
from which alone he had undeitiken the prefent ciueffion. 
While he gave credit to the in'ialutants of Scotl ind for thofe 
advantages which they detivf d fiom a ipint of cntetpnfe and 
induftry, he wifhed likew fe to fecure them the lull pro- 
tedfion of law, and the benefits of an equal and fair admini- 
ftration of juflice. Mr. SI er'din then moved, “ tint the 

5 * leveral petitions, accounts niid pnprrs, prtfenttel lu the laft 
•* feffion of the lafl Pailiamenc lelative to t^ei’iterrnl go- 
vernnient of the Royal burghs of Scotland, f^iould he 
“ refened to a Commute®.” He faid he did not know that 
Parliament would be Id foon prorogued; it was ?n event en¬ 
tirely unexpedled; nor did he fee at prefent ary r^'-ifon for the 
iliange ferambitng exp^litien which had htely hern uied 
with regard to the public bufinefs. Much progr.,fs, how- 
evei, might Hill he made. IfPailnment w is not prorogued 
till Mr. Haftings ihould bring foiwaid his defence, all 
that was w I filed might be attuned. If, however, he fliould 
not now fucceed 111 making that progiefs m the bufinefs, 
which he wifhed, he fliould hope, tint he wruM, at leifl, 
be allowed to take it up at an early period of the next 
fefldon. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Fox (econded the motion. 

Mr. Anjiruthtr faidj be did not rife to take up much of the 
time of the Houfe In his reply, to the honourable gentleman, firuther. 
as a great part of what he had (aid was not to tbe purpofe. 

The honourable gentleman, it appeared, had been led into 
delay by one accident after another, and bad now, in ^ite 
of all his hurry, been forced to bring on the buGnefs con> 
trary to his o>4 II inclination. The honourable gentleman 
had made a miflrake in laying that he had made the motions 
for the charters. They were made by himfelf; he had only 
fuggefted the term cefs, which was the only word that could 
have procured thofe papers which were wanted. As to the 
compromife, which he had faid had been made between him¬ 
felf and the right honourable gentlem.in on the other Gde, 
no fuch compromife had ever taken place. I'he right ho- 
nouiable gentleman had only faid, that he had no obje^ions 
to a Committee if there (hould be Ihown any reafons why 
they fliould go into it. It had lieen alledged, that the right 
honourable gentleman on the other Gde ought to fupport the 
meafurc, becaulehehad declared himfelf a fi tend to parlia- 
mentaiy reform. But the fa<Sl was, that by the prefent ap¬ 
plication no reform was intended. With regard to the 
abufes enumerated by the honourable gentleman, upon 
examination, tht^y would be found to vatiilh. 

iG, As to the illegal exadlionof the cefs. CeG, it was 
well known, was the fame as land tax: and beGdes, the Ann 
was not apporiioned by the MagiGrates. 

2dJy, 1 hat the MagiGrates difpofed of the public money* 

The cafe was the fame in England. Who elfc but the Ma> 
giGrates were riititled to difpofe of it^ Every corporation 
furely had a right to the application of its own income. 

3 dly, That they elected themfelves. I he lame right was* 
exerciied by the corpoiations here; and how could it polGbly 
beotherwile! If the honourable gentleman, Mr. AnGruther 
faid, meant to attack the general piaftice as an abufe, he 
Giould not point to any partial, hut to an univerfal remedy. 

If felf eleiGion was contrary to law, then furely there was a 
Jaw to fet it right, ifitdepaited from conGitutional prin¬ 
ciples, it was by recurring to thefe that it might again be 
brought back. No adlion, it had been alledged, could be 
biought againG a corporation: the cafe was the famethis 
country : with what propriety could an adlion be comufeticed 
againG a coipoianon in the King’s Bench. The fadl was, 
that thofe who had biought thofe a£iions, could not G'ow 
their title to fue. I'he burgeGTes of Scotland Good in th« 
fame Gtuation as the freemen of London. If the honoura¬ 
ble gentleman would come forward and Gate hit motion to 

4B a IM 
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' be a Aiotion of jparliamentary reform, winch the hononrahlc 
gentleman difciaimed it to be, he would, Mr. Anftmther 
declared, meet the motion, and though, perhaps he would 
not agree with him in it, yet he would debate it <m its own 
groups, ^id not in the fliape in which it then came forward 
by a fide wind. With regard to the circumAances of their 
departing from their charters, that could be' corredled. 
The honourable gentleman had Hated his furprize that the 
feffionfiiottld be drawing towards a conclufion, when they 
had nearly arrived at the month of June; it was in his mind a 
natural time of the year to expedl a period would be put to 
thefeffion. Mr. Anftiuther concluded with faying that he 
thought this application without the lead foundation, and 
flioi^ therefore vote againd it. 

Mr.Dua- Dundas^ after buying that he had entered into a 

dsB. compromiie with Mr. Sheridan to go into a Committee, faid, 
that no delay was necelTary this feifion, as all the papers had 
been upon the table at the end of the laft. Tlie great objec* 
tion which he had to a Committee this feifion, arofe from 
the very advanced period at which it had now arrived, fo 
that it would be impoilible for the Magiftrates, with all the 
fpeed which they could exert, to attend the Committee, in 
order to watch after their individual or public rights. An¬ 
other objediion which he had to a private Committee was, 
that It would moft infallibly operate as an mftrument of de- 
lufion. The fi lends of the leform, upon hearing that fuch 
a Committee was appointed, would immediately Hatter 
themfelves that a change would take place in the whole 
fyftem. Though he differed m opinion fiom the honoura¬ 
ble gentleman With regard to what he had enumerated as 
abu(^ though he was fenfible that the better part of the 
inhabitants of Scotland were of the fame way of thinking 
with himfelf, and adverfe to any alteration, yet he had no 
objeftion to meet him upon fair ground in a Committee of 
the whole Houfe. And if it could be pioved that tliere ex- 
ifted grievances, and that theie were without the means of 
redrets, a propofition, however, to which he could not now 
agree, he ihould be the moft forward to move for one or 
two a€ts of Parlnroent in order to provide a lemedy. 

Ifr. Fox, Mr. Fox began his ohiervations upon the fubjedi by taking 
it up upon the grounds which had been ftated by the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman who fpoke laft. 1 hat gentleman had faid, 
that if the grievances a Hedged to exift could in any manner 
be proved, he would have no objediions to going into the 
Committee piopofed. Now his honourable friend, and 
thofe £br whom he (poke, had certainly complained of griev¬ 
ances whtdidid exift, which they were willing to bring proof 
lupony aodfrhich, when enquiry was made concerning them, 

would 
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would be Ibund of tbat magnitude and nature to be well 
worthy of the attention of a Committee of that tioufe. 
And as the right honourable gentleman had likewile wiihed 
that fome fpecific meafue were brought forward now, when 
that enquiry was hnilhed, which a Committte only could 
obtain, he would be ready to bring forward a proportion for 
a remedy to the grievances complained of. But by oppofing 
the Committee, the right honouiahle gentleman feemed in> 
dined to pafs over the objedl, wliich he could not deny, was 
a good one, if the neceffity of it could be proved, which 
he (Mr. Fox) had no doubt it could, and before they had be¬ 
gun to receive the necelTary information on rhat point, the 
right honourable gentleman had determined that no luch in¬ 
formation was to be had. However he, for one, could 
not agree that this was meeting the fuhjcdl faiily; on the 
contrary, it rather ihewcd that the opponents of this reform 
dreaded the confequences of fuch inquiry as would be made 
by a Committee, and therefore built their hopes for a conti¬ 
nuance of the prefent lyfteir, more upon the preventing of 
fuch inveBigation, than any piobability of their being able to 
prove that iuch grievances and abuics, as wercalmoil univer- 
ially complained of in Scotland, did not cxift. There was 
one thing, however, Mr. Fox faid, which he contended 
was ailrong argument for appointing a Commi'tr'e on the 
fubje^; and it was, that, he believed, noperfon in the leaft 
converfaut with the piefent proceedings on tlie management 
of the burghs of Scotland, would lay, there was nothing fit 
to be remmied, or fomething to which no remedy could be 
applied in the government of thefe burghs. hen that 
queftion came to be fully examined into, and faiily difculTed, 
he faid, he was perfedlly convinced, that much would be 
found that required a remedy; and likewife, that there were 
thofe who were ready to propofe luch remedies as were moft 
likely to be effe^ual in redreihng the grievances that exifl, 
and theahufes complained of. 

With regard to the late period of the felTion, Mr. I'ox 
obferved, if it was really fo near the end, a point which he 
would fay a few words upon aftei wards, that ohje&ion to 
bringing forwaid the motion for a Committee now, might 
have fome weight with him upon the ground mentioned by 
the right honourable gentleman, that it would not be pollible 
to bring fuch perlons and fuch information hefoie that Com¬ 
mittee as might he proper and requihte to have; he therefore 
would advife his honourable friend to take the next Aeji that 
was left for him in this bulinefs, and that w.'s to bring the 
Houfe to a refolution, that it would be taken up early in the 
next felhon of Paliament. Mr. Fox then faid, he was a 
good deal furpiifed, when he heard gentlemen introduce into 

3 ,.. debates 
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debates upoa all fubjedls* the late period of the feffion, and 
the certainty of its coming to a conclution very loon, a 
circumftance that, he own^, he was quite at a lofs how to 
account for. In his mind, becauie the ftihc n had begun in 
November, and it was now near the month of June, could 
not be tlie piobable caufe of it. He allowed, that moft 
geiithmen certainly liked to be enjoying themlelVen in the 
country, rath 1 than be confined to bufinefs m town about 
thi> time S ec that was not Ins way of eitimatnig what 
ought to lie the lenght of the tefhon; the only way which he 
thought It could or ought to be eAimated, was by the na> 
tute and impoitance ot the bufinrfs of Parliament which 
was left not tranlaificd; and which was undoubtedly worthy 
of confideratioii fiom thole who had it at any time in their 
powei to advile a prorigition of Pailnmeiic Now, to the 
bit A of his knowledge, mere wcie, after all that had been 
done, e'gliteen ui twenty bufincilts yet left unlettled, and he 
knew cl no one goo I reaion why thty fhould he put oA'till 
anotu-T IcAion. Ihis, Air. I ox a knowledged he had only 
laid by the way, and not at connected with thequrAion be- 
foie the Houfe, upon winch, it it were mceflary that the 
propoied Comiiiittte fhould go into the examination of evi¬ 
dence from Scotland, he believed the feaion might be too far 
advanced for that purpoie, when he confidered the inconve¬ 
nience which might attend it. He would therefoie propofe, 
that his honourable friend fhould adopt the mo !e he had 
mentioned, and could not fuppole that there would be any 
oppoAtion fiom any paitof the Houfe to come to fuch lefo- 
lutions as would bring the bufinefs to fome decifion early in 
the next feAlon. He therefore moved, as an amendment, 
that the wolds eaily in next feAion*’ Aand part of the mo- 
. tfon. 

Mr. Mr. Shetidan agreed to the amendment, but thought it 
^ piciidan. nccefTaiy to make feme reply to feveial things that had been 
^ faid in the courfe of the debate. He could not help faying, 

that bethought his honouiable and learned friend (Mr. An- 
Aruihei) had rather treated him harfhly in aicnbing to him 
motives for delay, which he begged leave entirely to difclaim. 
The honourable and leained gentleman had faid, that the firA 
part of his fpeech had been an apology for thefe delays; now 
he neither had made, not meant to make any apology on that 
point, although he thought it necefTary, and no more than 
ins duty, and his wifh, to explain to the Houfe the different 
caufen that had occafioned thofe delavs, which It was not 
neceffary for him to recapitulate a fecond time. He could 
npt avoid, Mr. Sheridan faid, taking notice of what the 
honourable and learned gentleman had faid, about his ftatmg, 
In his former fpeech, his belief that he would have the (up* 

port 
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port of the right honourable gentleman oppofite to him} tie- 
* caufe that right honourable gentleman had been anxious for 
a parliamentary reform} and that he had wiihed, as it were} 
to keep the tight honourable gentleman to a bargain on that 
point. In anfwer to this he would fay, that the honourable 
and learned gentleman feemed not only to recoiled for him- 
felf what had formerly been done in tins bufinefs, but to 
recoiled for the honourable geiitl'nian oppofjte to liim like- 
wife. And, Mr. Sheridan contended, iha' thofe who wiflied 
for a parliamentary reform, mud. agreeable to connHency, 
be friends to the pteient propofiMcn which he had the hu- 
nonr to bring foiward rhis n ght. He laid, he mud here 
dilavow the chaige that was brought agamll him by the right 
honourabL gentUmin, of bavipg, at this time, taken the 
Idoufe by luiptifi, by the notice which he had given of thi« 
motion a few days ago. On this point he had already given, 
he truded, iuilicitnt reaion for the delays m former years, 
and likewife why he was fo long in bringing it on this feffion; 
but certainly nobody could think from that, that he had 
abandoned the fubjed entirely, if they did, they were very 
much miftaker; and he 1 egged to recall to the right honour¬ 
able gentleman’s recolledion, that iC was upon his fuggeftion 
that ne had diipenfed with the fec'ind re iding of the bill laft 
year, in ordei that there might be time and opportunity 
given to flate the fpecificgrievanres, and propole a fuitable 
remedy, becaufe it certainly waspiop r that enquiry fhould 
precede reform. 

Now the light honourable gentleman mull; allow, that the 
inquiry had been made; he trulled, therefoie, that he could 
not refule granting the remedy applied foi. Mr. Shfiidm 
faid, he agreed perfedly with the right honouralile gentle¬ 
man, that a decifion was iiecefTary, and he was anxious 
that It might be had as fpeedily as potlihlr. He contended 
that the application of tbefe burghs was certainly fo tar con-* 
neded with parliamentary reform, inasmuch as'theycom- 
plained of the lelf eledion of the iVijgiftrates. In this and 
other grievances, however, his honout ah e and learned friend 
contended, that tliev Ind no ight to complain, becaufe all 
theEnglifh buighs were in the fame fltuaMon; but this he 
denied, becaufe wha*^evei was the charter of Englifli burghs, 
or the ceis of Scotch burghs, theEngliAi could not ad againft 
the fpiritand elTence of their cnarrers, but the Scotch had 
done fo veiy often. After what hid b^^n fatd at different 
times in that Houfe, it would be iieedlr'fs for him to detain 
the Houfe with d minute detail of all the grievances which 
were complained of; and he hoped, if it were, as the ho¬ 
nourable and learned gentleman Iiad Anted, that the EngliAi 
burghs were in the fame fituation, it would not be admitted 
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as a ]uft that abnfe ought to continns in any 

othet plflce» bocaufe it exilted in London* In his opinion 
diere ought to he no power of abuih without a power of re¬ 
medy, which Teemed to be'' the preTent ftate the Royal 
burghs of Scotland. Mr. Sheridan came next to make fomO 
remarks upon the arbitrary power and condu( 5 l of the con<* 
Tention of burghs, which tits annually at Edinburgh. Upon 
an application and complaint made to them by refpe^able 
inhabitants of a burgh, to enquire into Tome conduct of theit 
Magidrates, which w.s thought to be impioperand a^ainft 
the interefts of the buigh, this convention took the matter 
into their confideration, and ftated, that to promote the 
harmony, good will, and tranquillity, as well as the peace 
and good order of the burgh, they had given what they 
called the following which was a fentence. 

That the burgeiles, deacons, &c. have no right to hold 
“ meetings, to confer, or treat upon fubjedls of this fort.” 
By treating, it was not meant, entertaining, as canvailing 
at an eiedlion, but merely arguing upon matters refpeAing 
the burghs; and in this manner they difeharged and foibid 
all ftich complaints, and declared the rights of the burgefles 
in that part of the kingdom, en matters in which no one 
could deny that their interells were mateiially concerned. 
Such, Mr. Sheridan faid, they found to be the liberal free 
cefs of one burgh, agreeable to their piefent conftitution, or 
rather according to the interpretation which the convention 
gave to that conftitution. Another eels which fome bo¬ 
roughs enjoyed, no doubt, for the fame pm pofe of promot¬ 
ing harmony, peace, and good order amongil the inhabitants, 
was of a nature that prevented ccitain degrees of confangui- 
nity, fuch as fathers and Tons, btothets, and To on, from 
holding offices in th'‘ Magiftney; a circumiiance, the 
wifdom and propiicty of which he did not mean to enter upon 
at this time* 

Mr. An- Mr. Anflrutha explained. He faid, he never meant to 

ftiuther. impute any motive^ of delay to his honourable friend, nor 
did he believe llv» delays that had happened were owing to 
him. He was dill of the fame opinin ns to the fupport 
which might ha e been exp'fled fioin the right honourable 
geiiibman ovei tha way ; and did not think that there had 
yet been any proof that thole m nv gi levaiices complained of 
did leallyexifl Hts principal objection, afrei all, was the 
variety of fliapes which this hnfin-fs aTumed; fometimcs 
they wtie for one thing, fometitpes for another; and if ever 
they atttnipte.l to introduce papular eleift'on, he would al- 
wiys oppofe fuch attempts as highly impicp.^r and danger- 
•u.. 


Mr. 
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Mr. She I idan’s original motion was then put, and ne¬ 
gatived. After which, he adopted Mr. Fox’s amendment, 
and moved, 

<< That the Houfe will early in the next feffion of Parlia- 
** ment take into conflderation the matter of the petitions, 
and olhei papers prelcnted to the Houfe in the laft Parlia- 
ment, rel iting to the internal Government of the Royal 
hurghs of‘"cotland.” 

Mr. Frlkine (t coiuled Mr. Sheridan’s motion, which was 
agreed to, nem con. 

Ml. n then ro^e, and in purfuance of the notice he Mr. 
bad given the other day, requeued the attention of theLoveden. 
Houfe to a very important obfeiSl, to an ohje^ highly inte- 
reft mg to the honour and juft ice of the nation. lie laid, he 
me int the ti lal of Mr H iftings, which had attraded the no¬ 
tice not only of thi-* country, but of all 1 urope. 1 he trial 
had already piocceded to a [noft extraordmaiy length He 
would not entci at all, he faid, into a conliduration of the 
merits or demerits of Mr. Haftings, hut confine himfelf 
fokly to the dehy that had t iken place, without aiguinghow 
the del iv had h<ippened ; there had been delays, it muft lie 
acknowledged, in the trial, not to be found in the hiftory of 
the world Mr. Haftingk had been on his trial nearly tour 
yeais, atg) unlefs that Houfe interpofed, and addreftied His 
Alijtfty not to plorcguc the Piihament before judgement 
wasgiNen, another pioiogition would probably take place, 
before the tiial was brought to a conclufion. Mr. Loaeden 
remarked on the injury done to Mr Hiftings and through 
him the wound that would I e given to the conftitution by 
farthti delay, if it could pofllbly be ivoided. In referring to 
that great chirter ©four liberties, the 29th chapter of Magna 
Charta, he found thtfe applicable words, A/y/'/^/’» emirr, nulli 
ntgahmm^ nullt drfttemus jujiitian*. “ We will fell juft lee 
to no one, 1101 will we delay it ” He declared, he meant no 
refledhon on the Managers, noi to impute to any individuals 
whatever the caufe of the delays that had already occuired ; 
neither would he fay that fome farthei delay might not be 
unavoidable; but it was his duty, in common with every 
Member of th it Houfe, to watch over, and prevent the ho¬ 
nour nd juftice of the nation from being wounded; and 
he muft fav, that any farther del.i>, which could be avoided, 
would he dingerous to the conftitution, as it would fhake its 
heft bulwaik, the right in that Houfe to bring delinquents 
to trial by impeachment. It appeal a to him that they would 
have gained but little by the decifion of the queftion, “ that 
tlie impeachment did not abate by the diffolution of Parlia¬ 
ment,” if the decifion weie to be followed by a procraftinaf ion 
of the trial to another leflion. Mr. Haftings would then 
Vox.. XXIX. 4 C hav« 
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lave a right to fay, that the principles of the coniVitation 
vrete broken, m order to opprels and injure him. It was, 
Mr. Loveden faid, his intention the other day to hive flated 
the giounds of his motion III amnie regular form, but the 
Houfe having been impitient for other b id efs, he was 
obliged to conttnt himfelt with merely giving notice oi 
the motion with which he {hould conclude, and ii wis, 

“ Tliat an humble addrefs be prefented to His Mijtfty, 
** to reprefent to His Majelly that Watlen Haftings Liq, 
** late Governor General of Bengil, is now on his tiial 
** upon articles of impeachment exhibited againft him by the 
** Commons of Great Britain. '1 hat by reaion of feveral 
** prorogations, and a dilTolution of Parliament, the tiial 
** hath alieady 1 tiled four years, but is now on the part of 
“ the profccotion nearly finiflied. To the end, theiefore, 
that as (peedyjuBice may be obtained, as the nature of the 
** cafe will admit, His Majcflj’s faithful Commons, anxi- 
“ oils to difcharge their duty, according to the true pnnci- 
** pies of the conft I tut ion, beg Icive to exprefs their hopes, 
that no farther interruption may take place in the faid 
“ proceedings on the faid trnl, and that His Majefty will be 
« gracioully pleafed to continue this fellion of Pailiament 
** until the evidence on the part of the faid profecution (hall 
<< be dually clofed, and Mr. Hailings’s defence 4 iath been 
“ heard, and judgement given.” 

Mr. Mr Dundas f.ud, he w^s anxious to fpeak early to the 
Dundas. motion, becaule, perh ips, he might feci diderently on the 
fubjidl from any ct thole who had been concerned in the 
tru!; they uho had acSledas managers of the impe ichment 
might feel'the 111 lei ves compelled, fiom motives of dtlicacy, 
to g VI w ly to the motion, ind j lelJ to the propofed ad- 
dtels wh eja, not having been m any fuch dtuition, it 
was faitly open to him to puifue a veiy different line of coii> 
du^f, and to Bate his lealons for giving the motion his ne¬ 
gative 1 he motion, he fiid, was neither more i or 1 is 
than this, it was to let Parliament continue as long as 
the managers, the Houle of I oids, and Mr. Ilaftings 
thought pioper; in oihei words, it was precifely i mo¬ 
tion to ibrogate the King% preiogat ve, and deleg ite it to a 
nor iher of pei fons, leav ing it to the dilcretion of the mana- 

f er' whether they chole to lengthen or Ihorten the trnl. 

s^ot, ht faid, ti at he meant to impute to the managers, that 
they widied to do any luch thing; on the contrary, he was 
fatisfied they would ufe evti) means in then power, conflu¬ 
ent with the ends of fublfantial juffice, to bring the tri-1 to 
as Iptedy iconcluhon is pollllile. Mr. Dundas begged rhe 
Houfe to recoiled, th it a great conlfitutional quelfi i \ la- 
tive to the continuance of the impeachment, liad und gone 
z a very 
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a very long and deliberate diicuiSon aaily in the ffilion, in 
v^itch he had the mi&fortune to di^fer^ though he had been 
fhpportfcd in argument by a veiy great majority of that 
HoMfe, with many honourable gentlemen for vrhofe opinion 
he at nil times enteitained a conhderahle degree of refpeifl. 
One principal argument much relied on in the courfe of 
ti at impoitant dilci'inon liad been, that to ailert that the 
King, hy the ufeofhis pierogatiretodilTolvethe Pailiament, 
could put an end to an impeachment before it was brought 
to its conclufion^ was a dangerous propofition, and a propo- 
fition fundamentally deftruflive of the rights of that Houfe. 

At the lame time it was infilled, that in proportion as that 
llonfc Were r< nlliiutionally entithd to the full exercife of 
their own iighi«!, fo ought the King’s prerogitives to remain 
undifluibcd .im! uiU]ueilioned. Neither were they to lofe 
their 1 ighis nor was the King to he deprived of the preroga¬ 
tive which was in\cAed in him by the conllitution ot the 
country, viz. the prerogative to ptornguj or diflolve the 
Parliamcnr, whenever it lliould be his Koval will and plea- 
fuiefotodo. Having ilatf d thus much, Mr. Dundas faid, 
it would beoafy to tiace the analc^y lietween that argument 
and the prefentcafe. Ry the motion then before them, they 
were called on to .iddiefs the King, for the purpofe of telling 
him that he was not to ufe his picrogative, hut that he had 
heltf r deleg.itc the excrcife of it to the Houfe of Lords, as 
Judges on the tti.-il ot Mr. Hallitigs; to that Houfe, as his 
acersfors and profecutors; and to ^Ir. Haflings the defendant. 
Mr. Dundas le.ofoned on tire enormity of this propofition, 
and f.iid, if glvtn into, the Houfe would incur this dilemma, 
they would not only in one felllon have inliHedon the full 
and fire extrcife of their own rights, but they would alfo 
h.ive completely turned the tables on the Crown, and have 
alTumcd andtahen into their own hands, the cxetcife of the « 
Royal prerogative, and in an indirecfl manner bar the King 
from the exercifc ofhis own preiogative, which would be a 
grofs infraflion of the conAitution, according to the fpirit of 
which their rights, and the King’s prerogative, Ihould go 
hand in hand together. Nor w is this great conllitutional 
ccnAderation, lie faid, all that weighed with him; there were 
other rtafons of little lets importance. How was he or any 
man to fay to what farther period of time the trial would ex¬ 
tend ? He had heard that the ev idence on the par: of the pro- 
fecut’on would be Aniihed on Monday; hut how was he to 
be fure that it would 5 It had been interrupted that day, and. 
might be interrupted again. There were other cii curallances 
alio which no human forefight could reach; in the firft place, 
could any man in that Houfe, let him be ever fo nearly or 
ntiinately connefled with Mr. Hallings, tell what time 

4C 2 Mr. 
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• Mr. Haftings wouM take to make his defence? Could Mr. 
Haftings himfelf tell? There were many circumltancet 
pol&ble to occur which Mr. Haft tugs could not controul. 
His witneftes, if he called any mmpportof his defence, 
might be crofs examined by tlie managers, and could Mr. 
Haftings tell to what length that crofs examinati >u might 
^ go ? And when Mr. Haftings’s defence was made, the mana¬ 

gers might chafe to reply, which alio might take up much 
time. It was therefore impuiTible for that I’oule to be 
aware whether there was a probability of bringi.ig the tiial 
toaconcluftun in the pref^nt Icftion of Parliament^ let that 
fc-flion be protraifted as long as couhl he expefted. Befides, 
let gentlemen rtcoUeft that the e were other fvibjp(F>s, which 
were alfo highly important, i* at deminiKHl the juft ce of the 
country; and for the fak.«* of Mr. Ilaftings's tiial going on 
from day to day, would th^y wifli the Judges to leave then: 
Courts, and fufpe* d all other lusts nmv p».ndin»*^ If they 
continued the tiial much longer, and it was evident no poi- 
fon could afcertain any limits to it in duration of time, it 
would interfere with the ciicuits, and in'crrupt the courie of 
the Civil and criminal proceedings of juftice, from one end of 
the country to tbeothe{’. Mr. Dundas faid, he piefumed 
Mr. Haftings meant to have liis cauie d-tcrmincJ by a fair 
Judgement of his Peers; and did he wifti that lie might be 
tried by a few Members of Parliament, and to luve only a 
few Judges to hear his defence, and to decide ujion it > And 
yet, iftlictiial weie purfuedmuch longer, this nu'ft inevita¬ 
bly be the cafe, and ultimately, aftLi cotutaifling t!u idftoii 
moft unconfcionably, there would l,e a vuiy few Memheis of 
thatHeufe, perhaps haiely enow to conllitute a Houfe, to 
demand judgement of the Lords, and to receive Cither the 
(oiideron.ition or acquittal of the pnfoner. Mr. Dundas hav¬ 
ing reafoned upon this probable iftue of the tiial, if the pre¬ 
lent addrefs were acceded to, and llis Mj]efty fliouUl he in- 

^ ulmed to bend his prerogative to their icqUifition, faid, it 

would not only be in the highuft degree dtigraceful to both 
Houfes of Pailiamcnt, but extremely difgraceful to Mr. 
Haftings himfelfi In the courfe of his fpeech, Mr. Dundas 
pafted lome vei y handfome compliments to the Managers, 
declaring, that no man could queftion their having faithfully 
difeharged the high and important truft that Houle had put 
into their hands, with a degree of diligence, attention, and 
ability, that did them fo much honour, and refieded fo 
much credit on the Houfe, in whofe behalf they a£led as ma¬ 
nagers of the impeachment. 

Maj.^cett. Major Scoit infifted on the unprecedented length of the 
trial. After faying that he knew not how to fay what 
occurred to him without lome rifque of encroaching upon 

the 
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the orders of the Hoofe, and the regu 1 arit]r of the debate, 
he proceeded to obferve, that with regard to the impeachment 
it did moft undoubtedly violate every principle of the Bntiih 
conilitution; a tadt or which he was confident the country 
would loon be fenlible, as that Houfe had lately been of fome 
others, which ho had lor forae tune repeated without effedt. 
Not only did Magna Char^a fiate that jullice was not to be 
delayed, but there was an exprefs ref ilution of the Houfe of 
Commons itatuig, ** That it was the right ot every Biitifh 
fubjedl under accifation, whether by imjieachineiit 01 
** otherwife, to be brought to fpeedy tttal, in order to be 
acquitted or condemned."* To lupp )ie a Ipeedy trial, 
Without that tral being brought to a clofe, was ablelute ab- 
fuidity. *1 he delay 1:1 this tiial, the Maji^r liul, had been 
imputed to\aiious caufes; he had liis own o] in ion upon 
that lubjedl ; but the fiiil and feuous caufe of the delay 
originated in tlie ai tides themb Ives which were fuch, he 
would be bound to prove, as nevei weie prtdeiu d, and 
■palled under circumfiances which he hoped could ne\ei hap¬ 
pen again 

1 "he right honourable gentlf-man (Mi. l^undas) hadnow 
prefented foiu India budgets, and uiile(& all he faid, and all 
the lefoiutions which be moved, weiegiosly and pah'di'y 
Alfe, nintteen parts at leaft out of twenty ot the aiti * of 
impeachimnt, were utterly untnunded. 'Hus was a of 
a veiy Iriious n.ituie, and would tend moie to hiinj; ini e.uh^ 
ments into uttei difguce m future, than any ciicu < P ce 
that ever happened. 'I'he fa£l, he laid, was mod notoiious, 
that the gentleman who liiA moved this impe.'chn>ent, did 
It upon an idea, at leall he lo afliiined, that th* provit kcs 
under Mr. Baitings were dclolatcd and mined; ut u was 
now notoiious that not oik W'otdof hisdeicription rfRngal 
was founded in fiidl. The Board of ConMol had fully dif- 
proved his alli'rtions, and at once d(.llro>e I am )f the giound 
upon which the impetclunent ought to have rclt 1 *• *f 

all this mafs of crimination was gone; cf whar lemained was 
theiean inltancein the hiltoiy of this country, ot mid 
voted} The firlt, Benares, contuned thiitv-nine crin iital 
fa£ts, upon allthele, one quellion, and 01 ly on , was put, 
though the Minifier of the country, poflelfing treat weight 
and influence in the Houle, had expieisly dvclari-d, that in 
one point only, was there ciimmality; fo of all the o>hersJ 
andif his ideas had been adopted, if he had faitl^ tt leati put 
the quefiion upon each, the articles might have kvn, whit 
lie once faid they ought to be, fliOit, fiiecific, and pointed. 
[Here Mr. Vyner called Major Scott to ordei, wno faid he 
had, at letting out, evprelTed his dc» *'ts wh' ' *1 his re- 
marks would ftndtly apply as to the delay.] Aiujor Sc ti 
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faid k jijr^pfaii. ad Qfgne.’OD3 nppreflioo, to Mr. Haftings, 
and of the gro0Vft injufticr to the country, which had ul- 
Veadj paid above fou ^-five thoofand pot^nds this tnal; a 
fum that gentlemen WQwk! nave i een ftartled at, had it not 
been kept back, and a very Ini.dl ium onl been chaigcd tlie 
firft year. The right honourable gentleman aiked if any 
man could.fay how 1 mg, .\jr,. 'HalVmgs might tale for his 
4‘>‘fence; was that the cbjediouto the mo: ion / If it wa , he 
would obviate it, by Hating fomething fjx’cihc up m that 
point. Ihe pioCwCUti >n was near a ci.fe. In fad, moie, 
hadbeendone now \n thieve days than in two \ears Ufun;. 
for in thefc three days the managers had'gone through tour 
articles in fad, though all comprized in one, and weie, as he 
underftiod, upon the laft piece of evi ’ence they had, wlien 
the Coyrt rufe that Jay, aind asfor Vir. tlaillngs's defence, 
Ire would take upon him to lay what gentleman would ptefi 
a fpeedy ilTue of the trial, to the opportunity of making as 
full a defence, as it w'as in Ins powei to nuke. 

Mr. Mr. Butke rofe, and premiti'd what he had to fay with 
ljuike. obfeiviiig, that he AiouUl tiouhle them wnh a veiy ftw 
wolds on the fuhjed. He iliould firH, he faid, alk, did it 
tuic the dignity of that Houfe to ftipulate with a mifeiabla 
man that his defence fliould be fo lame, weak a. id delicienta 
that it might be the means of his convid.on^ He muA 
own, that he did not think, theii addriHiiig the King, and 
humbly defiring His MajeAy not to porogue tha Parliament, 
pending the difcuihon of great and im[K>rtant queilions, 
was any infringement on the Royal prerogative of the 
Crown; yet he thought the Houfe would not wantonly 
prefent fuch an addrefs. I'lie only quellion in fuch cafes 
was, whether the obje61 of Paiiiainent was equal to fuch an 
interference with the undouhted prerogative of the Crown* 
The Houfe would theicfote at all tinws take care to have a 
Hrong ground Ireforetbey would make iucH an application; 
and the only queftion then was, whether this was one of 
thofe ftrong cafes that either juAified or required fuch an ap¬ 
plication ? On the part of the Managers he would under¬ 
take to fay, there was no motives of perfonal eafe, no con- 
iideration of their own fat'sfa£lion, nor any other perfonal 
conAderation, that could prevent them from a conAant, in- 
Ceflant, uniform, and diligent attention on their public 
oiluty. If one day of procraAination in tlie condufl of the 
Managers, could be proved, it would be Aiameful in the 
Houfe not to take pro])er notice of it. Put he was certain 
the conuuiA of the Managers would Aaud the teA pf the 
luoA fcrupulous examination. Mr. llurke, in continuation, 
faid, that no one ought to argue on the juAice of that 
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^oQ(e h\pothctic''Ily, becaufe that Hocifcif had no hypothe* 
fis in It. As accufers and proiecotors, they were bound to 
hold N^r FaAing guilty till his Judges acquitted hitn, or 
elfe hey confeiieu themfelves to be the wilful^and rnalicioos 
accufets of an inncceni man 1 he honourable gentletnan. 

Ml. T uike faid, who had made the motion, had introduced 
a certain portion of Magna Charta, nulU vendmus, &c. 
llie honoufible gentleman had done more; he had been fo 
g( d as to tranflate it for them. Was it, he adeed, the 
Migtia Charta of King John, of Henry the 1 hird, or of 
01i\er C»’omWelP He laid, it wa^ unnectlTary to tranflate 
the Larin of igna Charta, becaufe though unclaflical and 
inelegant, it wa& fo much like Lnglifli, and fo fuperior in 
m»*anii'g to its quality, that it wa** engraven on the hearts of 
Eiig1ifl.men. It u«as even uud rflond by thoie who had 
fcarcely a ferap of other 1 atm; by thole who had not got fo 
far in their grammar as Mars, b cchus, Apollo, Virorum. 

Magni Chain aflured them that fuftice fliould be done 
fooner or lattr. Did the honourable gentlenjin who had 
*mide this motion, afktd Mr burke, know this triaP Did 
it come within the fcale of the honnui il>h* g«'iitleman's com> 
prclitiilioiP Did he know the length and bieadth, and 
likcvMle the depth i d exten* ot it^ If he did, let him get 
up and lav whether thete hid iicen any delay whatevei on 
the pait of the Managers. If it were to be tried, it muft be 
tn d ncccu ing to the iiiturt and utruinflances of the cafe. 

Htie Mr I’urke wen* into a» exclamation of the infimte 
and uneximpi<d magnitude and impoitmce of the trial; a 
trial for the tailure of protedfion of millions of inhabitants 
of conntuts, of ftnti s, an empires, uho were not dieamt 
of when Rufus bull liis ha 1, oi wltoever it w*'s thit bailt 
It. illiaiii Rufus and Ins coidjatois ct nfequLntlv could 
uot have entdt. ined an idea tint i cauie of fuch flngular 
and umarill»-lKd i np'’rtaiice would have bttn tried m 
W^efti iinlier Hall. 1 he intention of the ‘rial w is for tlieends 
of public j flice, and to prevent the fuba £fs of this coun¬ 
try fimn oppieffing thillw millions of our fellow creatures. 

If It had hern derlar'>d hy Magin Chaita, Mr. Burke laid, 

God and nitirehici faid it. They had ordained bv theunnl- 
teiihle rid sot ngh% that offences mnft be tiied and pu- 
n fl ed, acc rdii g to then circumflances and their nature. 

Why give ♦ t iioveinor • jerreril pei annum, and 

tit’es and pieiogiNves whi^h they did not give to the Crown 
of fjieat Britain I’filf but that it fliould be attended wiih a 
proporri. ib'e dr gree of rehronlibilitv ^ 

I'he Spfaker heie faid, it w.'is wi 1 grr rt relu^ance that The 
he lubmitted to the Houle, and the iiglic honourable ge ule* Speaker. 

man 
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mnn hlokfelf) whether the right hononrable gentk^an WdS 
hering Co the terms of the motion ? 

Mr. Buike Bowed in obedience to the authority of the 
Chair, andt hat he might not ofiend again, wiihed the mo¬ 
tion to be read. 

Tlie ^eaker read the word; of the motion. 

Mr.Burke then fan), that he ceitainly had hitherto en¬ 

deavoured to adhere to the liiotion, and wiien he was inter¬ 
rupted, he was humbly endeavouring to give his poor rea- 
fons for ihewing that the continuance of the trial for four 
years, was no reafon for the prefent motion. But as that 
Houfe had been fcandalized, he thought he ought to give an 
anfwer to the honourable gentleman, who had imagined that 
there had been delay, contiary to the principles of Magna 
Charta, which was no other than a declaration of original 
juAice. Every trial, Mr. Burke faid, inuA be meafur^ by 
the importance of the fubjeiTI;; and if the Lords and Com¬ 
mons were locked up, as the juries of the inferior Courts in 
WcftmiiiAer Hall were, without candle or fire, and pm- 
vented from eating and drinking till they had given their 
verdifl, the coi f^quence would be, they would be guilty of 
complete injuAice. Having faid this, Mr. Burke laid, he 
ihould fay no more of delay. He next gave a Aiort narra¬ 
tive of the proceedings in WeAminAer Hall during the laA 
three days of the trial. Such a trial, he faid, was necef- 
fanly and unavoidably liable to delay. There wm-. no fuch 
thing as meafinlng out an cxa.Si fpace of time foi it. 7 he 
Managers had done eveiy thing in their power to Aiorten it. 
With regard to the hardfhips of Mr. HaAings, Mr. Butke 
cnnfidered, that if he were iti his place he Aiould feel if he 
had been thiee ycais on his trial; and if hi& trial was pro- 
tiadled till theie was no one perfecutor, Judge, or fpcflator, 
left, he Aiould conlider this to be difgraceful to lumfelf as 
well as to the country; becaufe every man accufed of great 
charges would wiAi his audience to he as full at the end as at 
the beginning of his trill. This, Mr. Burke faid, was his opi¬ 
nion with regard to the fufiermgs of Mr. HaAings, and he 
hopeil he felt as much as any man for the fuA'ermgs of others. 
Mr.Vyner Mr. Fynef here fpoke to order. He faid, he had called the 
honoutable gentleman who fpoke laA to oidet, and he fuh- 
mitied il to the Houfe, whether the right honourable gentle¬ 
man that was now fpeaking, was adhering to the terms of the 
motion. The motion, he faid, had nothing to do with the con- 
du<£l of Mr. HaAing'. 

The 7 he Speahr laid, he was fure the right honourable gentle- 
Speaker. man was ohligid ro the honourable gentleman for having in¬ 
terrupted him; and the Houfe muA be obliged to every gen¬ 
tleman who ai&Aed in endeavouring to preferve order. He 
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.would tell the rijg^ht honourable geodeouin, the Speaker ibid, 
in what he was irregular. It was Mrfedlly cooftpetdnt to 
the right hoiiourable gentleman to joftify the Managers from 
any imputation, and which no man could caft upon them 
without rtfleding on the honour of that Houfe; yet if he 
-went into the conduA of Mr Haftings, and anticipated the 
nature of his defence, he tduk it, the Houfe would feel that 
fuch icfctenJts were irregular. 

Mr when he laid down any general principle, Mr.Burke 

he fndeavouied to for'ify it with Tome proofs. He begged 
pardon if he had been wrong. He liad bien endeavouring, 
he faid, to fliew that the Managers had been guilty of no 
delay, and that if there had been any delay, it had pro* 
cecded from the pnfoner himfelf. With regaid to compaffion 
(foi a cafe of companion had been attempted to be fet up) he 
tiuAed he was as icady as any other man to feel for the dif- 
trefles of his fellow cieatures. Mr. Burke declared, he did 
not yet know on what fide he fhould vote. If he were to 
vote for his own eale, he faid, he fhould vote for the addrefs. 

Mr. Love&tn /hoitly expltined, and faid, it was not his Mr. 
intention to a raign any man or body of men. He had Lovedea. 
Bated, that one great cauf*' of dtlay aiofe from the proroga* 
tions and diffolution. He did not mean to fay thefe were 
mineceffai y or impro] er, hut he feared thev would wound 
and weaken that gi ear bulwark of our conBitution, the right 
of the Commons to trial by impeachment. 

Major Scott explained. 

(itncral Smith (who had nfen while Mr. Butke wa« on his General 
legs, and to whom Mr. Burke had faid a werd or two), faid bnnth. 
he did not know vvhcthei the right honouiable gentleman had 
alluded to him when he got up, but he thought it right to 
eKplaiii himietf. He leminded the Houfe, th it he had been 
chairman of the feltift Committee, that hid biought for¬ 
ward thofe charges which conlli»uted the articles of im*- 
peachment. He was therefoie perfc£lly aware of their 
magnitude; but he could not fit filent and h?ar fuch harfli- 
founding epithets of Indian delinquency, Indian peculation, 
and Indian coiruprion, applied fo generally, to the calumny 
of many defeiving offeers, and others. 'I he (leneral de¬ 
clared, he beiiesed theie were men who had ft rvul their 
country as well in the Laft Indies as in any other part of 
the globe, and wbofe merits ought not to be funk, and their 
chara£iers injured bv gen-ral indifcriminate afpeiHon. 

Mr. Butke{A\Ci, being called on by an old colleague, he Mr.Burke 
lofe to explain. The honourable General, who was a man 
of great merit undoubtedly, and had ferved his country well, 
both abroad and at home, in that Houfe efprcially, by bring* 
ing forward a great body of matter of India evidence, in 
VoL. XXIX. 4 n ' two 
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was if he was guilty, o.f 

^•ndirfizit^ all.who bad ferVed in. India. Mr. Burke would* 
not adinit, that the talking of Indian delinquency in a 
general manner, was at ail cenfurabJe. If it was, how 
happened it that his honburahle friend next him (Mr. Fran> 
cis) had h-1 rifen and Bated that he had libelled him ? Mr. 
Burke laid, he often in that Houfe talked of parliamentary 
corruption, borough corruption, and miiilAerial corruption, 
and no man thought illiterally or unfairly. Did his ho> 
no'urable accelTary in guilt, (if guilt there waa any, in col- 
losing proofs of peculation and charging them on indivi¬ 
duals), mean to fay that there was no fuch thing as Indi.i 
corrupfion ? 

Mr. Foxy as foon as Mr. Burke fat down, rofe, and faid, 
he was forry to protract the debate, but as he ihould cer* 
tainiy vote for the addrefs, he could not confent to give a 
Blent vote for ir, but muB wilh to aflign his reafons why he 
ihould do fo. In the firil place, he hrid, he mull dilFer en¬ 
tirely from the right honourable and learned gentleman over 
the way, in that part of his argument, which related to .the 
Royal prerogative, and declare, that he did not think the 
Houfe of Commons, taking upon itfelf to advife the Crown 
upon great and fitting occafions, with regard to the exercife 
of any one of the Royal prerogatives, was an unconilitu- 
tional interference in that Houfe; and as a proof that he had 
always thought as he did then think, that the Houfe had a 
right to advife the King as to the ufe of his prerogative to 
prorogue or difTolvc the Parliament, Mr. Fox faid, in the 
year 1778, and in 1779, moved and voted for feveral 

addrefies, defiring His Majerty to fufpend his prerogative 
upon the fubjerfl of that moB important prerogative, the 
making of peace and declaring war; but be had been unfuc- 
cefsful; in 1783, however, he had more fuccefsfully, as to 
the motion, voted for an addrefs, the fame in effeA as the 
former addrcBes, though not equally fortunate as to event. 
Indeed, Mr. Fox faid, he could not farelee any poffible cafe 
that conld arife for that Houfe to addrefs His MajeBy, (and 
he recolIerSled having voted with a minority of 200 or 250), 
when (having previoufly voted that the influence of the 
Crown had cncreafed) they addreBl-d His MajeBy, and beg¬ 
ged him not to* porogue the Parliament till they ihould have 
paBed certain bills for the purpofeof diminiilring that in¬ 
fluence. It was true, Mr. Fox faid, there had been a majo¬ 
rity agaiuft that motion, but he was one of thofe who did 
not think thofe arguments which had been ufed againft the 
motion had any great weight in them, nor could arguments 
of the general impropriety of interfering with the preroga- 
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tive, have any great weight in tbeoiy when the oceaiion for 
fuch interference was lenoufly important and prei&ng. 

Having laid this, Mr. Fox proceeded m re particularly to 
fpeak to tiie prefent queftion. He faid, he could not agree 
with the right honourable gentlein m < n the fame bench 
with him, that the motion contained ai\y exp elTion tending 
towards, oV which could be fairly conftiued to be an impu* 
ration on the Manageis; and one rtalon vihy it was impofli 
ble that any fuch imputation was deligned, wa , becaule, if 
blame weie dut to them, it was moie due to the Houfe, of 
which they aiJted in tins profecutir n as the reprefeiitatives; 
and It was to be conildeiul that they ieprt.ient d that Houfe 
at the bar of tht llouieof Lords, not as they le ncfeiited 
the people in Parl'.»ment, I iit in a very diftcrint point of 
\i^w. a\s reprchntaiises of the people, they could aft 
contrary to the opini n of the people, if the\ thought it 
right lo to aft; but as icprefentitives of tint Houfe, they 
were ohligrd to le confined to their inlfruftions. Nor was 
* that ctll; the Heufe thought it not only nectflary to attend 
the tiia* thrmfelvcs, and thus he wiinelsof the ronduft of 
their Managers, hut did what in his opinion wa^ a diigiace to 
the Houfe, they icceived petitions fiom without doors, llat> 
ing any paitrf the Managers cunduft he (Ifjeftionahle. 
If rherefoic th Niamgcrs hid bten guilty of any eiror, 
neglift, oi d lav, hecoiceiscd the Houle would have takci) 
notice of tht matter, oi they would haseheaid of it in con- 
fei]uencf of an ap(licatiun, or applications, from w thout 
do rs Neitlici having been the cafe, it was Lir to conclude 
that tiicv had been guilty of no iuch erior. 

Mr. Fox faid, he was iai fiotn wilhing to Cty anv thing 
that fbould feem hoAiIe to the honourable and learned gen¬ 
tleman, who had lo ably and fairly opened the oppofition tq 
the addrefs then moved; he was too lenlibleof iheadvii\ 
tages he and the rtft ot the Managers had derived from the 
direft, manly, and powerful fuppoit which the honourable 
and learned gentleman had given them thiou^'hout the piole- 
cution, and more efpecia ly from his having in fo mallerly 
and conftitutional a manner dated his lentiments on the im¬ 
portant quedion, whether the impeachment did or did net 
continue, notwithdanding a diiTolutioii of Varliamenr, to 
be in the lead defiious ot appearing to aft fr''m p.irv feel¬ 
ings in what he was about to fay; but he mud declare that 
he diould have voted foi the addreis if then hid hen no 
impeachment pending, liecaufe there was no ciicumitance in 
the hidory of this country thit made it more dangeious to 
have a fpeedy prorogation of Pailiament, than the prefent 
date of politics ; that condderatmn, he was ready to admit, 
gave p If'as, as it were, to his mind, and led him to give way 
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to the prefent addrefs, bfcaufe lie thought it would be detri¬ 
mental to the interefts of the country for Parliament to be 
prorogued, before they received the anfwcr from the Court 
of Peterlburgh. 

Having (aid thus much, Mr. Fox declared, he joined with 
the honourable gentleman who moved the addr^fs, in tliink- 
ing that it was to be lamented that any delay had exiHed; 
and no cne could regret it more than thofe who were imme¬ 
diately concerned iii the impeachment. They weie, Mr. 
Fox laid, completely the fervnnts of the Houle, and aiSed 
at their will for the reafons he had already llattd; he truAed, 
however, that the Managers had not caul'ed that delay. He 
was lure, that the Houfe had not, and he did not know that 
the Lords had ; becaufe, if they a£led wrth more delay than 
the due .attention to the leA of the public hufmei&on tlieir 
parts requited, he prefuinid, on a piopei application to 
them upon the fubjedl, they would have endcavotrcd to 
correA their eiror. If the motion glanced at any one, it 
was not at the Managers, Mr. Fox faid, but .at the minority • 
pf the Houfe of Commons, and of the 11 j i<'e of Lords, 
who voted the queAion of abatemen*. Not that he meant 
to blame that minority of the two floufcs; he had no doubt 
that they a£ted in a manner which they thought their duty 
required, and Aood upon whattluy conceived to he tlie hiw 
of Parliament and the law of the conftitution. 1 he Houfe, 
however, had decided that their opinions v.cie erroneous; but 
that did not alter the faiSl, that they, who had thought 
the trial was at an end, had, in elFedl, .sdded conAderably to 
its protradion, by cudeayouring to ahiidge it altogether. 
The Lords had taken a coniidci.ihie time to iearch prece¬ 
dents, and had i'ince taken much time alio to deliberate on 
* them ; all this was uiifoitunate for Mr. HaAings, but it had 
been unavoidable Wioi legird to the impoAihility of af- 
certaining the duration of the tiial, as far as remained to be 
gonethiough, Mr. Fox declared, he felt the whole force of 
what had been faid by the light honourable gentleman oppo- 
jite to him, and by the tight honourable gentleman on the 
fame liench with him, and agreed with them that it was im- 
poiAblc to fay bow much longer it would be, before it could 
be brought to a concluAon; hut the Man.igers would, he 
hoped, AniAi giving their Evidence fuAicieiitly early for 
tliem to fum up the whole evidence on the charge on that 
day, or on Wednefday; but could he, could any Manager, 
could tbe private and conAdential friend of Mr. HaAings, 
fay how long his defence would take } To that defence the 
Managers would have to reply, and the nature of the reply 
iimft meafuied by the nature of the defence; there might 
be oecaAon to call new witneAes to refute and repel fa£ls 
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fiated in the defence; or there might be no oocafion to do 
more than make a iingle fpeech in anfwer to the defence. 
All depended on circamftances that could not be foreign. 

Mr. Fox faid, he had no ground to guide him in regard to 
Mr. Hafting&’s defence, but even if he heard from the bell 
authority what its length probably would be, he owned, he 
could give no anfwer whatever as to the conclufion of the 
proceedings; becaufe, as he had already obferved, the reply 
mull be according to the nature of the defence; he had no 
doubt however, that the Managers for their own fakes 
would be as Ihort as pofiible. He could not conclude, Mr. 
Fox faid, without remaiking, that although Mr. Hallings 
had complained o( delay, and had addrelTed their lordlhips 
on that l'ubje< 5 l in the Court, theie leemed to lie an appear¬ 
ance of an intentional delay on his part, and that of the 
counfel on his lide. That vciy day, Mr. Fox laid, the 
Managers had wanted to prove a particuhir circumllance, 
and they oftered to produce t)ie relult of the Company’s ac¬ 
counts to prove It, but the whole accounts were infilled on 
being produced. He did not mean to fay that this was not 
perfe£lly legal, but the refiilrs of fuch accounts had repeat¬ 
edly been lecelved as fufficient evidence in the preceding part 
of the tiial. PpfTibly, it iniglit be necelTary to Mr. Hall- 
ings’s defence that this fort of condudl fhould adopted. 
He took it for gr.inted that it was but he thought it right 
to Aate the fadl. After loine faithcr obfetvations and aigu- 
inents, Mr. Fox fuggefted a wilh that the motion weie made 
)efs definite; and iccommended that infteadof it, defiring 
His Majelly not to prorogue the fellion till judgement was 
given; it Ihould be amended fo, as do no more than to delire 
His Majelly not to poiogue before fuch further progrefs was 
made in the trial as Ihould alFord reafonable grounds of ex- 
pedlation, that it might be brought to a conclufion earl^^ in% 
the next feffion. 

Mr. Ryder laid, as he had on a former occafion taken pains 
to have the trial brought as fjieedily as polfible to an end, 
it would naturally be expedled that he Ihould not give a fi' 
lent vote that day. In regaid to the many reafons that had 
been Hated againll the motion, by the tight honourable gen¬ 
tleman, and by a right honourable friend of his, he concur¬ 
red intiiely; for the greatell part of his fight honourable 
friend’s fpeech, and certainly in his mind the llrongell part, 
had proved, tliat if the motion weie agreed tc, it would 
impoie this difagieeahle duty on His Majclly*s Minifiers; 
they muH either advife His MajtHy to give a dire& denial to 
the audrefs, and thus appear to countenance delay ; or they 
mull confent to keep Parliament fitting when it was moil 
irkfomc to gentlemen to anend, and when probably there 
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' WaoH be fcereely any attendance at all. He thought, there¬ 
for^ on that gnound it ought not to pals. But what wfts 
^ the amendment which the right honout able gentleman had 

propofed? to leave the matter completely indennite. Where¬ 
as the natural Hate of the trial, and the progrefs tliey were 
daily making, would anfwer the end, in all probability, of 
bringing the proceedings to a conclufion in the neat femon. 
Mr. Ryder concluded with declaring, that he objeiHed to the 
original motion, becaufe it appeared to him to do a great 
deal too much, and he ohjedled to the amendment becaufe 
it would do nothing at all. 

Mr* Fox. Mr. Fox moved his amendment, which, he faid, would 
give a chance (or concluding the trial in the piefent feflion, 
and therefore could not be faid to do nothing. It was in the 
judgement of the advifeis of the Crown, whether the .nddrefs 
fo amended ought tu be complied with ; but«the Houfe, in 
voting it, would do all that was in their power. 

The Mailer of the Rolls was pioceeding to ftate his objec¬ 
tions botli to the motion .ind the amtndment, but the quef- 
tion being loudly called for, it was put on the amendment. 

Mr. Fox having faid it was car led, 

Mr. Pitt. Mr. Chancel'or Pitt laid it wa!> not. As he meant to vote 
againft the motion altogether, he could not > ,'peai to counte¬ 
nance If, by agreeing to the amendment. 

The Houfe divided; 

For the amendment, 61; Againft it, 144. 

The q^eftion on the original motion was then negatived, 
without a diviiion. 

< >n the thiid reading of the Corn bill, a p'’tiiion was pre- 
fented fiom the ftahle keepers of London .ind Weftminiler 
againft the regulations for the iraport.itinn of oats. 

Mr. Aid. Mr Alderman JVatjon brought up a frefh claule for ware- 
Watfon.-houGMg corn, imported. It diffeied, he faid, from the 
clauli s that had been lejeded, becaufe it provided, that the 
coin ftiould he waiehoufed at the expence of the importer, 
and fu'ojedt to an additional duty of two ilxillmgs a quarter, 011 
being taken out of the warehoufe. 

Mr. Mr. Ptlham exprefted his fuipnfe, that a claufe which had 
Pelham, h en twice rejf*( 9 ed on mature conftderation, ftiould be again 
iiirroduced on the third reading of the hill. The a'tcrations 
made in it did not alter the principle. Foreign com would 
be poured in*^o the kingdom at low prices fiom countries in 
which it could be laifed at a much cheaper rate than in this 
country, under all the burdens on agriculture, to the great 
lofs and difeouragement of the Britim farmer. Gentlemen 
did not feem to confider the weight of tythe on agriculture, 
to which he had called the attrition of the Houfe on every 

late 
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late corn bill, as a burden which the country could net endure ' 
many years longer, 

Mr. Ryder and Mr, Alderman Curtis fpoke in favour of 
the claufe, and^r, Harrifon againft it. 

Sir Watkin Lewis fupported his colleagues; and after hav- Sir War¬ 
ing Hated the diftrefs it would involve the metropolis in|^ ifkmJLems 
the claufe for warehoufeing com ihould he reje£led, begged 
leave to mention a pait of the kingdom with which he was a 
good deal connected, and that was the principality of Wales, 
nve counties in which did not raife fufficient corn for the 
confumption of the inhabitants, and who were either fupplied 
from other parts of this kingdom, or from abroad. He re¬ 
minded the Houfe, that when the claufe for warehoufeing 
corn was reje 61 ed, it created a great alarm in fome very ca¬ 
pital manufa^uring towns, and they prefented petitions to 
the Houfe; he therefore entreated them to confider very ma¬ 
turely the confequence of their reje^ion, which might pro* 
bably involve the country mdiHuibance and diilrefs. 

The Houle divided; 

For the clauG*, 81; ^gainll it, ^r. 

Some other amendments being made in the bill, it was then 
pallkl. 

The order of the day for the thiid reading of the Sierra Le¬ 
one bill being moved, 

Mr. Sheridin moved the quellioii of adjournment, as it was 
too late to goon with the huhnefs. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt objedled, on the ground that no de¬ 
bate was likely to take place; but Colonel Tarleton and 
Mr. Gafeoigne declaiing their intention to oppofe it, a divi- 
fion took place on the queilion of adjournment, which was 
hegatived, 481017. 

Mr. H. Thointon obferved, that although he had five times Mr. II. 
come down, expedling an oppoiltion to the »ill, he would TboiBtoa 
certainly poHpone it till Monday, if there was now a feri- 
ous intention of oppofing it, and of debating the fub- 
jedl. 

It was poHponed accordingly, a'^d the Houfe adjourned. 

Mondayi ypth Afoj, 

Mr. Sheridan rofe and moved that the notice, which Hood Mr, 
as the order of the day, for him to m( ve for a Committee to Cbend^a. 
take into condderation the Report of the Lommittee of fi¬ 
nance, of 1786, and the R.eport of the Committee of i79t» 
might he read. 1 he fame having been read, Mr Sheridan 
Hated, that there were certain papers to he pie'eiited that 
day. which it might be material for him to icfcr to, and 
therefore he though, it right to move to have the order dif- 
charged and enter^ for the next da). He laid, he hoped he 

ihouii 
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' ftoakt have ii»«eea<ioti to refor to ikne papers in qi^ion, 
but as it was impoffible for hitn to fay beforehand whether 
^ he fhould or not, he would more for the difcliarge of 

the order. It was difcharged accordingly, and entered for 
this day. 

Mr. Pitt. j\dr. i'hancellor Pitt, who happened not to be in-the 
Houie at the time the foregoing motion was made, bat came 
in, juft after, fild, lie underftood the honourable ^^entleman 
oppofite to him, had moved to put off the confidcration of 
the two Reports from the Committees of Finance, till the 
next day. He hoped however the difcuffion would really 
be brought on this day; and as the honourable gentleman 
had called the attention of the Houfe to the fubje^, he gave 
him notice, th it if he moved any propofltions, he fhould 
either objeft to them, or move amendments upon them; or 
perhaps, move luch other propofitions as would bring 
tlie whole ftate of the fubjefit fairly and fully before the 
public. 

Mr. Mr. Shcriflan, in reply, fald, it appeared to him to be r.i- 
Sheridan. ther premature in tho right honourable gentleman to talk of 
olijei^ing to his propofitions, or of moving amendments, be¬ 
fore he knew what rhofe piopodtions would be. He did 
aftlire the light honourable gentleman, that he would endea¬ 
vour to make it as difiRcult as poftible to the riglit honourable 
gentleman, either to objedf, or move amendments upon his 
proportions, which would be refolutions of fa^, founded 
upon figures, to which it would be almoft impoftible for the 
right honourable gentleman to obje 3 . 

When the papers were afterwards prefented, Mr. Sheridan 
moved to have them pi inted. 

A fbort converfation then took place between the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer and Mr. Shei idan, on the ground of 
' ' Its being impoftible to have ail ihe papers printed in time for 

*he next dav. In the courfe of the conveifation it came out, 
that a material point in thedifcuftion would be the conftdera- 
tlon of the d fpofal of the monw voted for the finifhlng of 
Carleton Houfe, and that Mr, Pitt had yefterday morning 
received a letter on the fubjeift officially from Lord South¬ 
ampton, which Mr. Sheiidau wiflied to have l.iid before the 
Houfe. Mr Pitt faid he reallv had not had fufticient leifure 
toconftder what was pio|<: r tube done with it, or what an- 
fwer to fend, but the honourable gentleman need not be 
afiaid of his wifhing to conceal it; fince if he could have any 
fuch deflre, it was not in hi«> power to carry it into efte^, as 
the perfon who fent it might furniftt a copv. 

The order of the day for reading the Sierra Leone bill 
the third time, being moved, it was accordingly read. 

Mr. 
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^ Mr. Cawthirne, in a ffjeech of fome lengttf, Ct^pofed the MnCae^' 
bill* which, he faid, he conceived it almoft impoffible thorne. 
fl)ouId pafs into a law. Hishrft obje£lion was, tljat the bill 
authorized His Majefty to make a grant of lands which he 
very much doubted whether His Majefty had any right to 
grant; certain he was, that Houfe had no right to inteifcre 
rerpe( 5 i ing them. He ftated, that in 1787, King Tom, a 
fuperioaof the diftrift or peninfula of Sierra Leone, had 
been prevailed upon to grant that peninfula to certain perfons 
which the humanity of this country had taken out of the 
ftreets of the metropolis, and lent to Sierra Leone, the fame 
year, in the Mautilus, Captain Thompfon, which grant 
Mr. Cawthorne defired to have read. 

It was read accordingly, and appeared to he a formal giant 
of the lands in queilion to Captain Thompfon, and the per¬ 
fons he had brought with him; and to them and their 
heiis for ever, and was fuhfcribed with the mark of King 
iom. 


The circumAance of its being fuhfciihed with the mark of 
a fovereign [ rovoking a laugh, Mr. Cawthorne proceeded to 
fpeak of it in a jocular manner, obfervingthat it was fcarcely 
poflible to tonfider either the circumftance or the bill in a fe- 
nous light, ortoaiguethe ful>je£l gravely. Were he to 
Aate aJl that he knew upon the iubjedl, he faid, he fliould 
conceive that the Houfe mu A rejei^ the bill. A code of laws, 
heobierved, had been drawn up tor the fettlers of 1787, by 
that philanthropic genius Mr. Granville Sharpe; but what 
did the new fettlers do? They plundered and attacked one 
another, and fold all the Acres that were left with them. 
King Tom dying foon after he had made the grant of the 
peninfula, which had been read, he was fucceeded by a King 
James; who io far from thinking himfelf bound by the 
grant of his predeceAbr, feized upon iome of the new commrs, ^ 
fold them for Aaves to BritiAi merchants, and drove the 
fettlers out of the diAri 61 ; and they were now, as he under- 
Aood, a great way up the country. 

By the prefect bill, the Houfe^were by charters to ratify 
the King’s giving this peninfula to the new company, in 
order tliat they might explore the hidden treafiires of Africa. 
To that objei^, Mr. Caiwthorne faid, he had no objedion; 
but as the river, upon which the new fettlement was to be 
made, had been always traded to, had been open to all na« 
tions, and the African trade Aiips had always put in there to 
refit, wood and water, and to provide themfelves with 
whatever they Aood in need of, if the bill were to pafs, they 
muA be deprived of a right which they had freely exercifed 
for years, and be fubje£t to whatever tax the new company 
ikould think proper to impofe. On thefe grounds of objec- 
VoL. XXIX. 4 E tion 



V F AR^jUIAMENT ARY A. 1791. 

tion having 4 ^elt for fotos time, Mn Cawthorne then 
ftate^i that I’arliamfnt in the 2 5th of the late King had given 
fo large a luin is 120,00 to have the trade to Africa made 
free, and thrown open; which lalutary meafuie would, 
ht' laid, he entirely defeated by the prefent bill. He con¬ 
cluded will) inftriing fiom t'.eobfeivations which had hcen 
made, that the objed of the pci Ions intfreAed in the bill 
was not v»hat it was held out to be, but fomething mote, 
that was unexplained, and therefore h. declared he should op- 
pofe It. 

Lo-'d L Orel had always difappioved, he fald, the bill, 

Sheffield, but in proportion to the information and knowledge he nc« 
quired of the fuhje^, his objedlions to it becan.e moie foici- 
*ble ; he difappioved the general ptincipJe of the bill, as its 
ohjedl was to eflablifh a colony. We had colonies enow; 
and this would I e a iource of expence, would prove the dc- 
(lru£lion of our people, and may probably he the means of 
provoking qunrJs with other powers. Bethought even 
the preanible fuimilled fufiicient ground tor lojcdling the 
billy being infuliuus and f.)]lacious, and not holding out the 
real oHjefl. 1 he bill pretended to a trade with the interior 
parts of Africa; yet Sierra Leone is fituated on nearly the 
moR promine'-t part of that quaiter of the woild towards 
the Weft, and the river, wh’ch is the only one on a coaft 
of i6cx 3 miles IS not navigable for the fmallcft boats above 
50 n i es. Uis Lordihip obferved, that the paiticular fi tends 
of thole concerned are told, that the ohjeiSI; of the bill was to 
aboliih the Have ttadc; that the intention is to raifc fugais 
without Haves, while others were told, that neither a colony 
nor exclufive piivileges, nor monopoly were intended; and 
yit the woids, “ lule and abfolute poiTeiiion,” remained in 
the hiM. He laid, he could not hut confider the ievi\ al of a 
fyftcm of exclufivw trade, piecemeal, as one of the ohjecis of 
the hill, for the opening of’which the public had paid up¬ 
wards of 112,oool. to the African Company about 40 years 
ago. 11 IS Lot diltip concluded by animadverting on pai ticuUr 
claufe’> of the bill. 

Mf Mr.//. faid, he had waited to hear all the ob- 

*{'faoiaton jf6lions which gentleman could ftate againft the bill, in 
Older to fave the time of the Houfe by giving one general re¬ 
ply to them, and in the hope that one gentleman would an- 
iwer the other. Theobje^ions which had been made to the 
bill, heobfeived, were not more numerous than contradic¬ 
tory of each other; and if he could have prevailed on himfelf 
to have troubled the Houfe with fuch an argument, by op^ 
poling one objedlion to another, as they had been Hated by 
the Counfcl at the bar of the HouH, he could eaiily have 
flitwa that more was (aid in favour of the bill by tliat learned 
1 gentle- 



A. 179*- DEBATES. 

gentleman, than againft it. Having premifed this, Mr. 
'J hornton enumerated the diiierent grounds of objedlion tint 
had been taken againft the bill. W hen firft brought in, he 
laid, It had b^eii obje£led to as a grant of country vrhich Ilis 
Majelly had no right to give. '1 he ta£l was, il granted no 
land whatever, but enabled His Majefty lo grant fuch land as 
he Hiould hereafter pollefs in confequencf- of purchafes to be 
made. Anothtr ohjeftion wa«, that the bill was c.ilculated 
to edablifl. a monopoly. 1 his alfo had been refuted, and it 
had been flicwn, that it was no monopoly, hut that it was 
intended to fccnre a fet of genth men, who upon public fpirited 
motives, mixed with fome fpeculative views of commerce, 
were willing to venture a certain capital, from being made 
anfwtrable, with their private fn tunes, lot morcthan their 
refpedtivc fliares in the undertaking. 

Aiiotlier ground of oppofition had arifen, from the Vv'cft 
India merchants; and now they had to combat a 1 thefednn;- 
lent oppiduion'-, reinforced \s ith new obje^lions. It was 
fl.ited, that they were about to take lands, wliich might in¬ 
volve this country in aftiious quairel with fome of the F.nro- 
j.ean potteis; the French treaty, and the confequrnce rf in¬ 
fringing on the rights of foreign nations, Iwd likcwife been 
talked of. Tvlr.'1 hornten repeated bis a(l/i lions that the 
hiH did not enahl j the King to gr.int lands belonging to any 
Prince, nor did it infringe the rights of any cuuntiy what¬ 
ever. He admitted that EngliMimcn hrd a tight to trade all 
arround the coaft of Africa, and other nations had the fame 
light, and were therefore pieciftly in the fame i'ltnation 
that tliey were before. No peifon v\di;tever, who had, or 
could be fuppofed to have, anv paiticular intrrelt in the 
trade, objci^td to the ptefent mil. Mr. Aiukrfon. he de- 
claicd, was the only gentleman intereilcd, nr who came 
W'ithin that dcfciiption, and Mr. Anderfon did not objcdl to 
it. Tt was a lirtle extraordinary, Mr. Thornton obferved, 
that on a late queflion, viz. the motion for an abolition of 
the Have trade, two of the arguments, moll inliiled on, had 
beer, that nothing was to be produced in Africa but (laves, 
and that the Weil Indies could not he cultivated without 
fiaves; and yet the prefent bill was objedied to by fome of 
the gentlemen wlio had held thofc .irguments; they now 
turned the tables on the friends to abolition, and faid they 
were going to fet forward a cultivation, which ought to be 
checked; and oppofed their attempting to effedl tlieir delign 
by the employment of free people, as they had bound them- 
felves not to employ (laves. 

Mr. Thornton llated the hill, to be a bill calculated to 
give efFedl to the public fpirit of a few gentlemen, who were 
willing to I ifque fome lofs, which they mud neceflkrily ex- 
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Mr. Caw- 
thorae. 


Sir Wm. 


ped in the outlet t>f their undertaking, and to make a fair 
experiment at cultivation, where land had the misfortune 
not to be cultivated. Much of what Mr. 1 hornton faid, 
was intended as anfwers to Lord Sheffield’s obje6tioiis. He 
then added fome general obfervations on its being the intereft 
of this country to encourage cultivation in eveiy part of the 
world, and concluded with hoping, that upon a light com- 
preheniion of the real objefls of bis bill, the Houfc wofild think 
it ought to pafs. 

Mr. Cawthorne rofe to explain, and chit'flv confirmed 
vhit hefaid in that part of his argument, which had gone to 
fhew, that the bill ga\e the company an exciufive trade, 
which might pro^e obnoxious to 1 ranee a* d oilur na¬ 
tions. 

. Sir PTVliam Young faid, when the bi'l had been firft iv.. ved 

Young, named as one of the gentlemen to prepare ii, 

a''it was fuppofed he muH be frietidly to fuch ptopolitinn; 
and he had prevailed on the honourable gentkiiian who 
moved it, to defer the fecond leading of the bill till af'er the 
queAion of the abolition of the Have trade was diipoled of, 
which the honourable gentleman had complied with. From 
the arguments which he had uftd upon the queftion of the 
Have trade. Sir William, declared beheld himfelf bound to 
fwpport the bill, which he did moft cordially, cotifeffing 
that he thought the honourable gentlemen who were concern* 
cd, were praife-worthy foi the experiment, lie laid, he 
was no friend to monopolies, and he was employing a part 
of his fortune in endeavouring to break up one monopoly; 
he meant the Hudfon’s Bay Company. Sir William ob- 
ferved, that he had on a former day difclaimed the refolutions 
that might be come to upon the fuhjei^ of the bill by the 
meetingof the Well-Iiidia merchants, and inconfequence, he' 
' laid, his name had been impropeily made ufe of, and his 
fentitnents miftated. He explained the nature of the meet¬ 
ings of Weft-Indja merchants, and faid they did not always 
meet to concur with the Weft-Indi^ planters. He fpoke 
highly of the refpeflability of the jnerchants, who aflembled 
at fuch pieetings, and faid, he bowed to their character, and 
hei)owed to their underilanding, but he could not bow to 
their didlates, becaufe the Weil-India iflands had legillatures 
of their own, and, as a Member of Parliament, he never 
would admit that any meeting here, however refpe&able and 
well informed the perfons auembled at them might be, had a 
. right to take upon themfelvps to fpeak for the legillatures of 
|hpWeft-India iflands, or to anfwer what their condufk 
wwuld be. Sir William fuggefled an amendment which he 
thought nccd&ry in the bill. 

Mr 
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Mr. Buxton acknowledged it gave hiinTj^leafttre to fee that Mr. 
a different mode of obtaining foreign territory hed taken Bustoa. 
place, in the inff^nce of Africa, from that which had hitherto 
prevailed in other quarters of the globe. The mark of a 
King Tom or a King Jamie fubicril^ed to a grant, was to 
liim infinitely more fatisfiidory, than the abominable and 
barbarous praiflice of feiaing upon territory by driving the 
inhabitants from their country. Mr. Buxton faid he was 
glad of the opportunity of declaring that, he lamented the 
not having being able to be in the Houfe to give his vote, 
andexprels his abhorrence of the inhuman pradfice of the 
Have trade. Had he not been confined with illnefs, he 
fhould have been one of the moft zealous advocates for the 
abolition. 

Mr. confidered the hill as the firft ftep towards Mr. 

the civilization of Africa, and the confequent abolition ofBunard. 
the Have trade. He defended the preamble of the bill, wiiicli, 
he faid, had no difguife in it. 

Mr. Stanley (Attorney Oneral for the Leew'ard iilands, Mr. 
•and Agent for Nuvis) opjedled to the bill. He complained 8»aley. 
of gentlemen’s taking every opportunity to introduce the 
pour, unfortunate, profcril^d Well Indians; and charged 
feveral ol the fpeakers in the debate with having gone out of 
their way to talk againff the Have trade. He faid, the ar¬ 
guments he had the honour of Hating, when the queftion of 
the abolition of the Have trade had been under difculfion, 
weie certainly given in a loofe, deranged, and undigelled 
ihape, l)ut they Iiad been fincerely I'poken, and founded in 
perlbruil knowledge and perfonal experience. After four 
months illnefs he had delivered fentiments, whiJi being 
founded on the information obtained and cclle£led from 
private papers, was more to be depended on, than any thing 
to be found in fpeculative ideas. Mr. Stanley faid, he was • 
the fiiH ofa profcrihed family which a centurv ago h.ad been 
driven from England; and thougli he had now returned to 
fpend the remainder of his days in his native country, he 
alTurcd the Houfe, that feelings of compailion for the African 
ffaves employed in the Well India plantatioii«, glowed as 
warmly in his breall as in thofe of any gentleman who trod 
the floor of that Houfe; and he would inform them, that 
immediately after the quellion of the abolition of tlie Have 
trade had been difpofedof, every Agent to the illsnds had 
written to their conllituents eamellly to advife them to 
take the flrll opportunity of reviling their Haves laws, and 
ameliorate the Hate and condition of their Haves, telling 
them at the fame time that it would be the only polfible 
means of preventing the Britilb Parliament from intermed* 
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dling in a manner, neither agreeable to their wiihes, nor con* 
ducive to their interefts. 

Mr. Stanley adverted to what Sir Wilfiam Younge had 
faid, and having commented on the argument of the honour¬ 
able Bart, with whom, he faid, he had enjoyed a long acquaint¬ 
ance, hcf proceeded to the immediate fubjedf, that of the 
hill before the Floufe; which he declared to be, in his mind, 
an adi of felo dcfe, as to its own avowed purpofes. He re¬ 
gretted that there were not more gentlemen of that profef- 
lion of which he was an unworthy Member, prefent, to folve 
certain doubts which he entertained refpefting the legality 
cf feme of the claufes of the bill, Mr. Stanley was here 
entering into a dilcuffion of King Tom’sgrast, pronouncing 
it a ciicumilance that woiild muler u-the laughing Hock of 
Europe; and qiieftinning whether, according to the common 
rules of legal conveyance in this country, the diAridl cculd 
1>efo coiiveyi d; when he was infornied by Thornton, 
that the claufe he had alluded to, had been left out of the 
bill, which did not contain 01 e f\!lal>le relative to King Tom 
crliis grant. He then proceeded to jpeal of the fettlement ‘ 
of 17B7, and of feveral other pertinent points and declaied 
that he haiFhefore opened his mind on the lubjVft to the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, and that he Ipoke as a Member of 
1 arhainent, and not in any pnva<e charad^er or capa¬ 


city. 

Mr. J. T. Mr. y, T. Stattlcy rofe to fay a very few words. He de- 
btanlcy. dared he could not conceive that any ohjedlion could be en¬ 
tertained to the execution of a fair experiment. When the 
qutflif n of the abolition of tlie Have trade had been agitated, 
it had been H.ited that Afi'ca could not be cultivated, and 


that it would yield no traffic but that offlaves; the bill un¬ 
der confideration aimed at fomeiliing which would do away 
« 'that argument, and which promlfed the greateft advantages, 
by employing the Afiirans at home and cultivating the 
country; he was .amazed therefore that the merchants Ihould 
make any oppofition to it. 

Mr. ?.T. Mr. M, Montagu rofe in fupport of the bill. When the 
Montagu, quellion of the abolition of the Have trade was under confide- 
ration, he faid, the advocates for*th.it trade had contended, 
that Africa could not be cultivated; and now they took too 
much upon themfelves, when tliev lefiHed a bill to authorize 
the cultivation of thirty miles only out of iz,ooo leagues. 
Mr. Montagu obferved, that the friends and fuppoiters of 
the Have trade obje 61 cd to the newly-intended company, as 
aiking for an exclulivc right, abfolutely necellary to their 
''' objefS, when they themfel ves claimed an exclufive right to hold 

the African negroes in Havery. 



A. 1791. D E B A T S '& ^ 

Mr* Robert l^amton faid, he had feelings on tiie {uhjediy Mr. R* 
which he wiAicil to communicate to the Houfe. He wiflied Thoiatoa 
to fupport .1 bill brought in, and fo ably defended by his ho¬ 
nourable relation, becaufe it was calcalated to relieve the 
milerabie Afiicaus, by opening a door to a more honourable 
and profitable trade, than that in flaves. It would tend to 
promote the hnppinefs of millions. Thole thete*orc muft 
vote for it, who gave way to the dilates of conicience, and 
the feelings oThumanity. 

Mr. Jldtrman JVutJon declared he would not have rifen, Mr. AM. 
but for fomething that had fallen from the honourable gen- Watlan. 
tlrman behind him, (Mr. J. T. Stanley.) That honour¬ 
able gentleman had exprelTcd his furniile that the merchants 
iliould oppofe the bill. ^Ir. Watfon faid, he knew of no 
merchant in 01 out of that Houfe who did oppo% it. The 
merchants, he believed, were not againA the pafEng of the 
hill, the principle of which was the cultivation of mankind, 
and to find a vent fur our manufadfures; both of them laud¬ 
able objcdls. The gentlemen, who were ready in a moA 
public fpirited manner to rifque a part of their mrtunes, de- 
*firtd not to be made anfwerable for more than their relpcdlive 
fliares. Was there any thing unreafonahle in that? un¬ 
doubtedly not; the Bank and the £aA India Company en¬ 
joyed the fame advantage, in common with many other pub¬ 
lic companies. He had been one, the Alderman faid, who 
voted againA the abolition of the flave trade, and he had op- 
poled It from motives as fair, and principles as pure, as thofe 
of any gentleman who fupported the other fide of that quel- 
tion. He was one alfo, who faid, that he did not think that 
the country of Africa could he cu’tivated; but if there were 
men enterprizing enough to attempt it, hetheught they 
ought to be free to venture, and he would not oppofe the 
execution of the experiment. Happy Aiould he be, if the 
condition of thofe poor people could be meliorated. 

Mr. H'lppcjley thought that the gentlemen who fupported Mr. 
the bill, weie inbnitely too fanguine in their exptiflations. Hippilley. 
The expciiment had been tried fome years fince, on the very 
fpot; and Mr. HippeAey obferved, tliat it had been his fate 
(very reludlantly) to have vilited that part of the coaA of 
Africa in the fame year, when not one of ten of the perfons* 
landed there with a view to form the fcttlement, were to be 
found; the mortality had been fo great, that more than 
three fouiths had died within the year, and the rcA had emi¬ 
grated. A lertof exclulive light was now let up, under a 
grant by one of the native Chiefs, called King 'I’om, which 
grant had been read, and authenticated by His Afajejlfs murk ; 
and an application was now made to Parliament to confirm 
this ceffion. Mr. HippeAey faid, that duiing his own Aiort 

reAdence 
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refiderice at Sierra Leone, he underftood that the grant of 
Kang Tom had been controverted by another Chief, who 
claimed the property of the foil, and that fome of our iet- 
tlers had been taken forcibly away by that Chie^ and fold as 
Haves. With refpeifl to the general and avowed principle of 
the bill, he Ihould fay nothing; but he thought fome of the 
provifions of it bore hard on the private fa^ories eftablilhed 
on the river, and on thofe who fiequented that part of the 
coaft; for the recited grant, in fa£l, comprehended all the 
whole fouthein (hore, which alone was acceilible for an¬ 
choring The fouth bank of the river was on the declivity 
of a m >untain, and of courfe had deep water immediately 
under it, where all the Ihips anchored, for the conveniency 
of wood and water, which were plentifully fuppliedfrom the 
mountains> The oppofite fhore was low, fwampy, had no 
good water, and very bad anchorage, infoinuch fo, that 
the Ihip in which Mr. Hippefley was a pallenger, had a 61 u- 
ally been loft on the funken rocks, in keeping too near that 
Ihore. The monopoly, therefore, which was the ohjedi of 
the prefent bill, muft be injurious to other traders, wlio, in 
fa£l, had the priority of fettlement, in propoition as it was 
beneficial to the prelent adventurers. 

Mr. Mr. Devayna believed he might venture to fiy there was 
Deraynei. not a finer country in the world. Few men, he conceived, 
had been provided with an opportunity of knowing fo much 
of the country as he did; he had been up it to a confiderable 
extent, an 1 he had proofs that colFee and cotton were pro¬ 
duced ill abundance, audth it fugir grewalmoft (pontaneoufly. 
The natives, hefaid, would bi ing down forty pounds of fu- 
gar, or canes equal to produce that quantity, and fell it for 
twopence-halfpenny, ot thereabouts: but they were paiticu- 
larly fond of felling it to the Englilh, becaufe they, in that 
cale, got that fum, and a dram into the bargain. Mr. De- 
vaynes farther eiilatged on the fertility of the foil, and the 
genial nature of the climite. 

At length the Houfe divided; 

Ayes, 87; Noes, 9. 

The bill was then read a third time, and pafled. 

. TheHoufeadjourned. 


Tuefday^ May. 

The order of the day being read for the Houfe to refolve 
itfelf into a Committee of th«» whole Houfe, on the bill for 
removing doubts refpedling the rights and funiftions of juries 
in cafes of libels, Mr. M. A. Tayloi took the chair. The 
bill was read over a firft time, and the qaeftion being put. 
That tlie preamble be poftponed,** 

The 
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The Solictor Ge*ieral ohjeiSled to the preamble, as being too Solicitor 
general. He faid he h.id an amendment to propofe. and he Gwueral. 
would take the liberty to ilate the alteration he wiftied to be 
made in the bi'l> in that ft.ige of it. r h ngnt honourable 
mover, and the leaned gcitleman who ieconded him, had, 
ill hi<i apprehcnfion, introduced this bill in a manner that was 
extiemely wife and propi r. '1 he coinj'I.unts that had been 
lijtrd by the light h iiiouiable movri, and by his learned 
friend, wt’ 7 e witli regard to the inccnveniences that refulred 
fioin ih( dui^iirt delivered by Judges to juries on ttiah in 
Cif s H libil. Ai, It v/js then intention, fo it was their duty 
to rentose that inconvenience ; hut the Houfe ought to think 
with great di libt"iati( n on the (ubje«£l, before they ttated a 
general j’l’Jiv..j)Ic of the ci'iinnal laws of England If he un¬ 
de ft od the iigh' honoLiahlc movei, and the learned gentle¬ 
man who Icroi d d the motion, tt was, that Julies had the 
fainepowci, the (am.-acknowLdged power, Withrefpe^to 
the Clime of making or ]>t<h!i(hiiig a lihol, as they were un- 
ditftood to lta\e with itgaid to any other fpecics of faQ, 
w'hicli tlie law of England had denominated a ciime; and as 
th( Jilly by thr. hill might give a general veididl, without 
t.ikipg the a.lv KC of the judj^cs ir matters of law, it was his 
wslh tomake an alteration in the preamble: “ And whereas 
doubt*' have aiilen whether on the tiial of an iiulidlmcnc, 
or inlorm-ition, foi the making or puhliflilng any libtl, it 
“ 1)0 coinpt lent to the jury to take into their confideration 
** the whole matter of the charge contained in fuch indift- 
** ment or infer mat ion.” ^ll. Sohcitoi, .dtei the word 
** jury,” ptopoifdto iiifeitthelewoids, ‘"with the aiTiftance 
“ and diieftioi.of th 'Judge Ln maiteis c'f law.*’ He thought 
this amendircnt would meet the idias cf the Committee. He 
conceived that in the bill theie was a piovifo winch left the 
defdidant in this fiiuation, that he might withdraw himfelf^ 
fiom the jnrifdnSlion of the jury. '1 he matter of the libel 
muft he ftated in the infoiination, and tlie defendant might 
(ay, “ I will not c.iH'cii the jury to determine any thing, 

“ but I rather wifli ro apply to tlie Court by demurrer, whe- 
“ ther the matter charged agaiiaft me, is, or is not, in law, 

•* a libel.” It he chole to go to the jury, and they pro¬ 
nounced him guilty, the jury would haw done nothing, be- 
c.uifc the defendant hud an opportunity to come again to the 
Court, and to afk tbe Court this queilion; though the jury 
had faid he was guilty, he had a right to a^ the Court whe¬ 
ther in point of law he was guilty ? and he liad a right to go 
to tlie laft refort, the Houfe of Lords. Mr. Solicitor con¬ 
ceived this to be one reafon why the preamble ihoold not 
(land as it did. Although libels might be put on the level 
with all other criniin.al cafes, vet it was impoftlble to put all 
VoL.XXlX. '4? other 



'Hi PARLIAMENTARY A. 1791. 

ether criminal cafes on the fame level with libels, and theie- 
foie, he conceived it would be better to leave out of the pre> 
.iinble ary thing reipedting otlirr ci imuial cafes. There were 
foaie other crimes wheie the whole matter might appear on 
the face of the indidment, and in thofe calts the defendant 
had an opportunity of taking the oini ion cf the Court, whe¬ 
ther the juiy had d«^cided lightly l!ut it rauft, lefaid, OC' 
cur to evtry man near I.im, tint he.-were a number of 
cafes, in which, it the jury took ijxn themfehc*. the ]urif- 
didhoa to decide both on ihv !iw and the fa£l, and found a 
defendant guilty, this* might he the cafe. Suppofa, for m- 
ftirce, liidf’ii john, thei ih of murder, m wh.c'i the en- 
dopce piovcd tbit the IkIs did nut conilitute the crime ot 
rruider, a* 1 that tne defendant, in point of law, ought to 
b* acquitted, a cafe, howcNCi, might Iiappen, in which tie 
puy might 'i\, w will lot acquit him, b it find him guilty ; 
th^it W1S til 1 n I olhii 111 edy hat tint ot applying to Hr 
^JaJfflv, D I’r tnjiitni of iietcy. Hcli 1 , he lad mtn- 
Tiontdthei t.' igs ji nc , 1 ’y wi'li a viev to fl*.,vv \,hy he 
WiPi.d to >n di>e a 1 oni ixhiu iit in this bill. In cider to lie 
monftiaif that gieal itfp ought to he paid to thedireiflioM 
of the Judgi, III 1 poin* (t liw, Mr. Solici 01 fnd, he would 
refei to foine ot tli gr itnh o luiueiits of the Itw. Hue, 
in confiiuitTiun ot this pofi.ion, hr ical a long patfage fiom 
Mr. |ullicc 1 ofitr, and fupfriv 1 In'- a-gumer t'. hy the au- 
thoniKS ot 1 o^'i Hile and I 01 1 K i ms. He iiid he had hu 
donl whtllier, titer the b il pulid, it would be neceflary 
to let torth the whole lib"! < 1 the lecord. Tbcfe were the 
r m Ilka that had occurnd to him, and if they were worth 
a*iv tin i» they would he ittended to, .and if not, he did not 
w ill th *t any notice llioul I he tikcn of thtm. 

Mr ft* Mr./«»»•, m luppoit of his bill, laid, he was perfiaded 
there Was much mote difficulty in wording a bill of thij tort, 
«han many gentlemen imagined; and thertfoie he w.asobliged 
to the honourable and learned gentleman, and to any othet 
Member, who could give him fuch afliilance as might tend 
to lendei the hill as perfbiSl as poffible. He conceived th^ 
g’-iwV nee 111 the prtlcnt ilate to Ire fuch, as would unrioubt- 
fdly have nduced him ro have waved all difcuffion of what 
v,as law, .Uid to have left that completely 111 doubt, rathci 
th in lole the benefit of the other part of the bill. Iheio 
weie, lit thought, three or four (hades of this hufintfs. He 
(o.ic.iveil rhu juries had a nghr to decide on the intention, 
fui the init ntiun was matter of faff, 'i he difference be¬ 
tween inuidcr and manflaughter had been held to be matter 
of law. Another thing was the tendency and effeft of a 
Jjibely which Mr. Fox laid he conceived to be as nearly matter 
•fiudi as poffible* The conflruCf ion of a will, of a fettle- 

ment. 
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ment, of a deed, or of any legal inArunient, was certainly 
matter of law, hut the gueltion whether iuch a libel had or 
had not luch a tendency, was merely mattei of fadl, and yet 
lomehad conceived it to be mattet of law. With legard to 
murder, he owned he had always felt condderable difficulty 
in deciding on that point The opinions of eminent Lawyers 
had alwa)**fgieat weight with him; they had probably fettled 
tbepoint in a way that was juft and proper. It had always 
appeared to him that befides the naked fafls, and abllrafl 
law, as applied to thofe fadts, tlitiewas fometliing between 
them which he could call hy no other name than the applica* 
tion of law to thofe fa£ls; and there was a qnellion {ome« 
times mixed of law and fatfl, and that quell ion mull go to 
tin juiy. He thought it wasfafernor to diAinguiih between 
fart ami law but that the whole Hiould go to the jury. It 
was poffiblc that the Judge m’ght maintain that to be mat¬ 
tei of law which the jury m ght conceive, or the counfel for 
the defendant contend, to be matter of faft. He conceived 
ittobe uiiiveifal in all tiids by jury, for the judge to give 
his opinion and advice with legard not only to the law, but 
lometimes alfo with regard to the faft ; and he had no fort of 
apprehenlion that the palling of the bill would tend to pre¬ 
sent the Judge fiom giving that advice and affiflance which 
kis fupeiior learning and intormation enabled him to bellow. 

He wiHied the bill ihould Hand as it then did, and that the 
whole xnattet might be refeiieJ to th" jury. It was very 
different fiom murder, becaute in that cafe nothing appeared 
ontheiecoid. Mi. Fox laid, he conceived that notwith- 
llaiiding Lord Mansfield’s declaration, that in tlireatning 
letters the juiy had only to confider the publication, and, 
W’hatever might l»e the cale in high treafon, yet in all cales 
of libels they mull be fet forth :'riiar/w. It mull be left in , 
all cafes to a jury to infer the guilt of men, and an Knglilhi 
fuhjtrt could not lofe his life but by a judgement of his Peers. 
Mr. Fox took occalion to mention the cale of high trealon, 
and oreit-arti of tieafon. He IhouKl, he faid, hr very glad 
to accept the words of the honourable and learned gentleman, 

“ with the affillance and under the dirertion oi ilie Judge in 
“ matters of lav/,” were thofe words not to create another 
difficulty, and tenJ to keep up the old quairel in another 
fliape; andinlleadof difputing what was the piovmce of 
the Judge, as dillinrt from the province of the jury, a dif- 
pute would arife about what was law and what was fart, 
lie did not know any offence that could be tried without the 
affillance and dirertion of the Judge; and this bill, Mr. Fp* 
fail), was only to put the calc of libels on a footing with aU 
other criminal cafes; he conceived, therefore, that the words 

4 F 2 which 
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which had been propofed by the hr non table and learned gen¬ 
tleman Vie f inttrely ufelef., and mere lurplufage. 

Mr. "^it. ohje«!:led to the amendment as iubvetfive of 

^rlkine. all the advantages which ueie propoied fiom the bill. If 
adopted, it would renew all thole doubts and dilHiulties, 
which had formerly been the touice of lo mnrh grievance 
and complaint, anti which were now the ob|e 61 s of remedy. 
He went on in a Ipeech of much kn^th and ingenuity, m 
which he had occaflon to dilpla\ his extent of legal i.iforma^ 
tion, in Older to pio\e the bad conhqurnccs which would le- 
^ full from adr pting the amendment. 

Mr. Mr BcMLioft laid, it wis generally acknowledged that 
.Bearcroft. theie was fomething ddf-‘*.^ivc iq the pitTfnt fv.k m winch 
fuhfilled with icgird to libels; iiid he concuiitd in the ir - 
ceflity of applying lome icmtdv. This deftfl, ht belitved, 
arofe from the foul mixture v.ln..h had taken place in the t afo 
of libels of political opinion, which ought always to he kept 
feparate fiom the dccifions of tComt of Juftict. A vtiy f» w 
words, ht conceived, wtie ncceffiry to leconcile the dfli- 
rences of fentiment which were eirni timed on tlie prefeiit 
fubjedf. RetpeiSl was certainly due to the opinion of judges 
on the quellion of law. Hut it wa. only necefl iiy foi them 
111 the cafe of hhcl, after having given thru miliu^lions, to 
fay, fientlemtn of the lury, do upon thi», as upon all 
“ other occafioiis. Cji\e the\crdiff as you pleift, ariange 
“ It in any of thufc dalles which we have enumcnicd and 
“ explained, except you iliculd find ivcellary to bring in a 
“ fpecial veidi{ 5 f. Hearken to wh it \»e have now delivered, 
** but follow It only as, upon confidfiition, you fliall 
“ find that it appli.,s to the c ife which you are now to de- 
cide” 

Attointy The Attn nfv Cenr fl thitjuiirs hid, m .ill cafes, a 
Geaerai. light to bring in a general verdiO, winch, mice the rrignof 
C'liailes 11 . had nev 1, in any mfiance, been challtngidor 
diiputed. The pieient hill he thought iintiecefFary; hut m 
the fituation it now flood, he had only to fay, that the re- 
iped due to the opinions of the Jud/t&, in inatteisof libel, 
ought mofi ccitainly to be eflablilhcd upon tlie firmcii 
grounds. 

Mr.Fox. Mr. Joaf, in leply, fiid, tint from whit he had hraid, h“ 
was only confiimed 111 his ojimion, that the woids, bv tlie 
« aflifiance and dire£lion of the Judge,” ought not to hem- 
ferted in the hill. One learned gentleman hid find, that 
the jury ought toheaiken to the opinion of the Judges; and 
anothet bad faid, that they ought to regai I it witli rcfpcifl. 
He doubted how far the teims, either to hearken or refpeft, 
could be defined by any flatute; and nothing, he obferved, 
ought to be admitted into a fiatute, which was not pofitive 
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and defined. To hearken and to refpeft, were properties of 
nioijlcoiidii<Sly upon which the judgements of men were to be 
c\eiciicd. Indeed, he thought that fcarcely any words 
could be admitted into the 1 u] which would not either hg- 
nify too much, or convey too met adiftindlion. He thought, 
however, that the objefl of the tmendm nt might )c attained, 
by iideiting.a provilo, tb it theit was nothing in the prtlent 
bill which wis intended to pirelude the Judges liom giving 
then opinion. Ihis pioiiio, howetti, he confiderel a^. i 
lu.plulige. In a b 11, the ohjc•'I of win h w is to iflimil I'e 
tiiepioceedngs wiih icgard to librh, to tlioieemployed in all 
Ciimi.ial cii itwis not ntce.ruy to ft.ite thit the Jud^c^ 
we’ cn» ••! dtodtlivei ilu i rjpinion*- iij c i tin m tin la n** 
ni inn r as mnn otliri <. raiions. l.y fiio ild it he lupp >i<*d 
tint llicic was any dilftrtfjic ^ Much heiui.t \..ss to b''I’s- 
rivtd fn ’ll the opin ons of the Judges, both with ngiid to 
liw and tai^t Npi md he think tliit any piovifo or am i d- 
mMit was iiuell iiy to iecuic to the jui y the ben J.t ol ihis 
opiiMon, as tlie judges bad, npoii no orc.Wion, Ihewn any 
inclin.itiop to Withhold it. j.ut ot the two, it it vaie 
thought nfdfTiiv that one fliould be adopted, h^ ngud d a 
j»io\ lio as the leaft ..xcrptionahle, 

h^i. Chaiicclloi laid, thn ny irf ruif^icis which a Mr. Pitt, 
JuJw could give iLlpeftiiij^ the 1 iw, j u .i lus t) th.* dtcilion 
ol ihf luiy, could be only hypotlv tu il In . cale ot iiKls, 
lor 11 ll nice, the Judge piipht ^iic t rimiit lots if 
libels, but iriifl afterward.. lca*e the j ii v to appl^ rbele in- 
fiiuiftops to the pain ulai ca<c, o* to 11< pi iltii own opi- 
n.on, it tht> ftiouUl itlob o upon a Ip c 1 vt d 61 :. If it 
weie not ni.uU binding upon the Jidpr to give then opinion 
in this as tn other cates, he was .’ppi« Iicnli'.c that foint co’t- 
tulion might anfc, and the doubtbt if’v wed with ietpe6l to . ^ 

tlie tepaiale province, which llie judge and niv wtic e.Uitled 
to hold in the queflions of !..w md t i6K 

Mi./ bv did not think It neccifiir}, he fit d, to render it Mr. Fok, 
binding upon Judges to del \rr then opinion upon an occ.1- 
iion, in which, as m all other catis, they were left to ex- 
eicitc their difcretion. His w’lfli was to lender the cnadling 
pirtof the hill as plain and bmpie as pofiihJe; and thcittoie 
ho w ifhe 1 to adopt a provifo, in preteicnee to the amendment. 

It was not the obj< 61 to direi^ the moue in which ihe fudges 
weie to exercilti their rights, but only to div ide the limits be¬ 
tween the fun6\ions of judge and jury. 

Mr. Mottis exprefled his objeiiiions to the principle of the . 
piefent hill. He approve 1 ot rhe old nuihod, ms agreeable 
to the law of this country, 'i hofe wl o acuifid it, as mo¬ 
dern, had done it injuflice; it wasfo ancient as to have 
oiiginated in the Star Chamaw-, a couit which, tliough it 

M 
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hid no great credit for its deciiion, had produced many laud¬ 
able and ufeful inftitations. He did not conceive it necef- 
iary that any altetation {Ivould take place in the mode of 
procedure wuh regard to libels. He ia\e it as l.is opinion, 
that nothing was neceilaiy on the piti of th* jury, except 
that they ihocld find the publication, and hil up piopeily tne 
innuendos. People might ta'k of the advintagc ot modern 
refiiieiiKnlsupon juilice, bat, for his own part, henpptovid 
mnft of the good old way, for this very cogent reafon, that 
It lij 1 been Jang ellabliflied, .and it is rroil fimihai in 
pi aft ICC. 

Ml Chancflloi fud, tint 1 lubjevl Imd now b-*en re¬ 
vived, wliichb toreh id Ixen confidered as complcti 1 y iettJtd; 
that of the (>ilcin it prefeiit luhiiiling with legaid to libel , 
and the nccffli‘vola lernedv. The qutftion now was nut 
wnat the law is, but what the hw itlpeding libels ought in 
fu*’uietobe. li was not meidy necellny tint the publici- 
tion fh ul I bi found, and the innuendos filled up, but like- 
wife that the libellous intjfntion md tendency fhould lie de 
teimined by tltr lurv. ^'stoan ohjeftion, which might be 
made to the bill, that it would operate to the protection «^»f 
libellers, it was now only to be confidcicd wh it was the htft 
method of finding guiltv, 01 not guih\, of a libel. And lo 
far from conlulenng that tilt prdent hi'l would opeiatc as a 
protiflion to lilitlTers, Mi. Pitt laid, he thought that it 
wou'd rilhci hive a contrary cfflfl; and that 1 itmedv for 
tl eevil of libel would molt eReftually be found in the decifions 
of a wife and impartial uiiy. 

1 he SJje^iar Gemtal agieed to adopt the mode ptopof d 
hv Mr. 1 ox, to niiVe a prosifo, and foi tins ptiipoi<. to 
witlidr.w his a nendment. The provda, he laid, whuh he 
/hop'd m.ike, would becilculatul toanlwerneirly the lime 
purpofe as the .imtndmcnt. He propofed tint it flioiild be 
to tins eP tt. J hat the jurv fliould nut bedireftsd bv the 
Judp** to find guilty or not guilty, ineielv upon t'e fafl of 
publication. 

Along and defultorv cons crlation row took plair hat wen 
\Ii. liuxton. Ml. Mitfoid, Mr. Ryder, the bolic tor Ct- 
iieral, Mr I’ox, Ac. 

1 he amt ndmtnt was accordingly, with the conftntofthe 
honourable mover, withdrawn. 

'1 he Solicitoi Geneial tlien moved a provifo “ That on 
“ every fuchtnal, the Court or Judge, before whom fuch 

indidment 01 information fliall be tried, fliall give his 01 
“ their opinion and dire&ion to the jutv, accoiding to his 
** 01 then difcretion, as in all other criminal cafes.** 

Mr. Fox objefled to the introdu£lion of this provifo, as 
unnecellary totlieobjeA in view, and on the ground of its 
• being 
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being improper to cnad any thing on the functions of the 
Tmlges, where no doubt refpefting them had arifen. The 
difpule which the bill was meant to decide^ had never been, 
ftriiSily fpeaking, between the Judge and the jury, but be¬ 
tween the jury and the Court out of which the procefs 
i0u^d. 

'I'his renewed the debate on nearly the fame grounds. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Solicitor Geneial 
fiipported the amendment; Mr. Eilkine, Mr. Sheridan, and 
Mr. Anftruthcr fpoke againft it. 

Mr. FeXf f.iid, he did not think the provifo could do much Mr. Fox, 
harm, though he thought it unneceflai y, and he was willing 
to accede alinofi to any thing that did not endanger the princi¬ 
ple fjf the bill. 

Tlie queilion was put, and the provifo adopted. 

On the preamble, 

Mr. Cb.anccIIor/^///propofeJ to leave out the whole of Mr. Pits.* 
thef.rd paragiaph. “ Whereas, in all criminal profeculions 
*• by indiciment or infoimation, w'licn an ilfue or ilTues is 
“ joined between the King and a defendant or defendantr, 

** on the pic.i of not guilty pleaded, the jury impannelied to 
‘‘ try the faint, have always had, and by the law and con- 
** ititution of England were intended to have, and in their 
*■'' diferetion, to Lxeicife, a juriIdi<51ion over the whole matter 
* put in ilfue betw«en them." 

Mr. Fox fml, although he knew that in declining to rilk Mr. Fox. 
the fatA of the bill for the fake of the preamble, he difiered 
from many, for whofe opinions he had great lefpeff, yet, 
convinmi as he was that the part now propofed to be left out 
wasperfedUy true, and perfedlly fit to be recited, he con¬ 
ceived the enaftmeiit of the bill to be of fo much importance, 
that if It appeared to be the fciife of the Committee that 
leaving out the firA paragiaph of the preamble would render 
the enadlmtnt lefs likely to meet with oppolltion, he ' 
would agieeto give up a ivtrt, for the fake of fecurlng the 
reA. 

Mr. Sheridan and Mr. Erlkine regretted that the para¬ 
graph, which recited the fundamental principle of our cri> 
iniiial juAice, Atould be omitted on account of any Qpinions 
that might have been formerly held refpedfing trials by in¬ 
formation or indidlmcnt, but acquiefeed in Mr. Fox's defiie 
to accommodate. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, he did not mean to exprefs any Mr. Pitt, 
opinion on what the law had been, much lefs that it had nqt 
been as the paragraph lecited; but it was proper to avoid 
any general propofition in the preamble, which was not necef- 
fary to introduce the enadlment of the bill. 

X 


The 





Mafferof 
tbc Rolls. 


Mr. Fox. 


Mr. 

Shentdan, 


Ml 

Sbcridan. 
Mr. Pitt. 


f‘i^M^’lAMEMTART A. 1)911 

The paragraph was omitted. 

The Cliairman left the Chair, the report was received, the 
atneiidments agreed to, and the hill ordered to be engroffed, 
and read a thud time to-morrow. 

Mr. Fox then wiflied to know if it was the pleafuie 
of the Houfe to proceed on the fVananto bill. 

'The Majie*-ef the Rolls he had an obj'*dlion to the 
paitoHhe hill which empowered any perfon to qoeAion the 
right of a coipuntor, by which a rich might meolve a poor 
man in the moH; c\p(.nnve procefb known in the Courts, or 
obligehim to lelinquiflt his franchile. The light honour- 
ahle gentleman, he laid, had intioduccd miny wife checks 
agaiiift this ahuie, but ihli he. thought there w is danger fiom 
It. If, howevc'-. It was meant only to go thiough the bill 
in a Committee, andieport it to-morrow, he had no objec¬ 
tion, as the part he alluded to could be nigued as well on 
therepoit. , 

Mr. Fbx replied, ’hv li“ w-is aware of the difficulties men¬ 
tioned by the luiiticd g.ntleimn, but there was a conftitu- 
tional pimeiji’e to winch he rur’efted h s attention, vik. 
it ought not to be lav/ that an aCuned iigh*" to vote for a 
Memoer of Parli urent, could not be queflioned but by the 
Knig*s Attorn“y Cune' il 

The Houft tilt 11 went into a Committee on the bill, which 
was gone thiough witliuut any debate, and oidercd to be re¬ 
potted to-moriow. 

Ml. Clianct*llor Pitt ob<c \el, that it wa> too late to 
bring on the motion rtlat vi to ti.e hnan.ts, of winch notice 
bad been given, and wiHied to know, if it would be conve¬ 
nient for the honojrable gentleman to bung it on co-mor- 
row. 

Mr. Sh r I in faid, he was ready to ] rocked, either then, 
or to mor-ow. He meant to luhinit to the Houfe about 
tluity relolutionson figure**, on winch bethought there could 
not be much loom for debate. 

Ml. ChaiicJlpr Pitt wjflied to know the purport of thefe 
rcfolutioiis. 

Mr. Shcruhn faid, they were refolutions of failfl, fiom a 
comp.anfon ot the repoits of the Committees of 1786 and 
1791, followed by a refolution of infeienue. 

Ml. Chanttllor P tt in rejdy faul, it might he difficult to 
follow the honourable gentleman through the calculations 
of fo many leiolutions; and he hoped fome gc itleir* in would 
move refolnlioiis founded immediaHy on the two .••poits, 
as to wh.it had been the expenditure ^nce 1786; how it had 
bcenptovidtd for; what was the mcreafe or i&dudtion of 
the public debt: and what was likely to he the futuie Hate of 
the levenue and expenditure. 


The 
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Mr. Sheridan his refolations were fo nearif to the Mr. 
iaiDeeffsi^y that hevAight almoft fuppofe the right honour-Sheridsn^ 
able gentleman had feen them. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Wednefdar<, iftjune* 

No material debate occurred. 

Thurfday, •id Jutu, 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee, and heard 
evidence on the bill to divorce Mr Cecil f«om his prefent 
lady, and to enable him to marry again, and for other pur- 
pofes. Counfel being heard, the evidence were examined, 
an>: the report having been received, » 

Mr. Baker Paid, that the attention of the Houfe ought to Mr.Bakcr 
be directed not to this particular cafe only, but to cafes of 
this fort in general. A provifion, in his opinion, (Itould al*. 
ways be made for the lady. He underftood, that in this in- 
llance the laHy had brought to the hufband a fortune of fe- 
veral thoufand pounds a year, and he tliought a provifion 
fhould be made for her, that fltduld fecure her from diftrefs 
or indigence; for wliatever might have been her fault, fhe 
was the ohjecSl of the attention of thofe who voted for a bill 
that took from her the handfome fortune which (lie brought 
into the family from which flie was now to be feparated. 

Mr. Fox faid he was happy that the fubjedl came under Mr. Fox, 
confideration, and that the attention of the Houfe had been 
called to it. He declared, that he thought the attention of 
Parliament fhould he had to fuhjedls of this kind more than 
was generally the pradlice; for he was ready to confefs, that 
too little attention was generally paid to ladies in this un¬ 
happy fituation. Their intereft was too often negle 61 ed. 

He obferved, that if a gentleman’s lady hrhaved ill, he had, 
by the law of this country, a mode of feparai ing from her 
by a divorce in the Ecclefiaflical Court. That was a divorce 
from bed and board—a legal leparation. But in that cafe he 
was hound to provide for her maintenance and fupport; and 
he really wifhed that fome rule fhould be laid down by that 
Houfe in that refpefl, to make a provifion at all events for 
the lady in thofe cafes. A divorce by Parliament was not 
part of the law of this country : it was only the equitably 
interpofition of the Legidatureto afford relief in an extraordi¬ 
nary manner to a perfon under a difagreenb'e fituation. And 
as by law a man was bound to maintain his wife after a legal 
reparation, he faw no reafon why the fame rule fhould not, 

Jn that refpeft, be laid down with regard to the interference 
•f Parliament. It was neither confident with'juilice nor hu- 
VoL. XXIX. 4 G manity. 
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inanitjTi that a lady Ihould be negleded, and reduced f 
want, becaufe (he was divorced by Parliament. 

Sir George Howard laid, he un erllood (he was to have 
five hundred pounds a year. 

Mr. Taylor concurred tntirely 111 the fentiments of Mr 
Fox. 

The bill wa^ tl en oidered to be re d a third time on Satur* 
day, if then engtohed. 

Mr. irbctiduH I ole, and obferved, that the reUirn made to 
his motion foi paiiris relative to C nleton Houfe, was lo far 
deledlive, that a papei which he conlidered as ct \ery con- 
fideiable iinj < iM ir»*, had bet n wholly omitted. This omii- 
fion he by no 1 k ins 1 liT J to di.i gr, but ni lely to acci¬ 
dent. 'i o expl Uti lh< nitLi ul tl ] aper, he uid a rcio- 
Jiition moved (ome yt us ag i hy tlit tight huiicurable gentle¬ 
man over againfl him, (Ni*- Fui) muI agreed to by the Houfe, 
namely, “ 1 hat m uldiels he pie^eiUtd to H.a iCla ehv, that 

he would b» gr<icioudy plcaitd to lilue irom hio c .^il hit, 

the film ol 20 , 0 -.ol towaids con'pl- i«y rl e works at Cari- 
“ ton F^ou'e, as ioon as efliinites oi th* whole of thw cx- 
“ p Pe loi nio'iMiiff the i une il uld i ne bten lud be- 
*• fut the I ord Con i nfii v t» ot the 'I ledeiy.” hr m this 
refuluti n it ip| ( iied th it tht inniit y ought n« t to have been 
ifilied until' titiirates of the whole expence Ihuuid liave bten 
prcviouJy pioeuied 1 v tht Ik di ry : but ll e I ords of the 
Tiea ut Y h id in poi t ul tadt ill l I tl e n oik y, witliout hav- 
ing piLviouily taken ca'^e to hive eHiin lies made out by the 
Bo till of W orks. 'I hat it was by the King’o a id net by tho 
Pi iice's icrvaiits rliit the cilimitt ou^ht to have been made 
out, appeir u ttoin this, t lai Caihoi Houfe belonged not 
to the PruicL of U al s, but ti Hl^ i fly, and confe- 
quently the moi t y 1 iv.ng Ikoi vol d 1 i lepdiiin^; a houfe, 
which HI rt ihty bilongs to the King, and not to the Pnnee 
of Walts, It was by the King’s lurveyors, and not by thole 
of the P inie, that the eitimare ought to have been made : 
the jieiion tnciefoie to whi m the money was ilTued ought to 
beconfidr'ied as a public iccountant, and bound to render to 
Pailuiient an accoi nt ot the expmditnre. In this light 
Ml. Holland ought to be called to give an account of 
tlie expendituie of the fevcial luiiis winch had been voted foi 
Call ton Houfe. 

This, Mr. Sheridin faid, lie thought it neceilary to fay, as 
a leport, as lliange as it was falfe, had got abroad, that the 
money voted for completing Carlton Houfe, had been taken 
out of the hands of thofc whole duty it vv.is to apply it to 
the purpofe for which it had been voted; and that it was ap¬ 
plied to purpfofes of a very different nature. The unfimflied 
fi am of Carlton Houfe might induce people tobeheye this, 

who 
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who did not know that His Royal Highnefs, not confidering 
the money as his, but os voted for the re, air of hi> falhf^r’s 
ho f, had made It a point ntier totoich a fluUmg of it. 

Mr. Shiridan then obfcrved, that m a letter from Colonel 
Hulfe, in the printed accounts, it wa< iloted, that leveral 
papers were incloled to Mr. Pi't one of which, marked 
No. 5* conf^lnpd Mr. Holland’^ eftima^e of the works, and 
nn account ot the monev expended upon them. Now it fo 
happened, that this pop*'!, mailed \o. hod notbetn la'd 
before the Houfe; he moved thercfoie ti at it be laid before 
the Houfe. 

Mr. Chancellorfaid. tint an eflnrotc had been deli-Mr. PUt. 
vered to him for His Ma peubl, flat mg the amount 

of the fum necefloi y for r rnipbim^ -’ll 1 fn nifliing C.orlton 
Houfe; in which lo few .olteratioii'. were m’de by the King^s 
furveyors that 1 e tho ght it hefl to poy the whole fum; 
and It wa5 accordingly pud inlo the Innds of the Prince’s 
Treafurei. As to the paper Im whuh the hrnourable 
Member had mov.d, he helievtd it w i^ -uSluallv in the 
printed accounts, though it was h’ miftake maikel Vo. 6 
inftead of No. 5; for Colonel Hu 1 t**<. Jtttfr mentio i(d no 
more than five inclofures; this No. 6 was therefoie the ^ 
piecifepoper which ought toll ivehcen m uktd No 5. 

Mr.iS/wT/fi&iii laid, ihe rg’it hono nMo r leman was Mr. 
iniilaken ; for ifhew'oi'd r^ad Colonel i’ulh’si * c-sgain, *heridan 
he would Imd that I m'“ntioncd ihi as cm in d 11 No. 
of which nothing apjieawd ”1 No. 6. He ftill iniified, that 
the MiniAer, in oliedic’c* to the rdolution of the HonC., 
ought to hive oidercd th- King’s firv'*^01 s to make out an 
eftimate for woik to he dene at a houle which b longed to the 
King, and inr to the Prince. ^ 

Mr Fox obferved, that in po nt of regularity, an efiimate Mr. Fax. 
ought to hi - been laid before f^e Houle, befoieany money 
was voted on account. 'I he cil mate which had been made 
by Mr. Holland would appeal lo every on- to hav** been 
ftrangely inaccurate; tor it valued at 50,000!. the works 
which lemamed to he fimflied, nd cniy at 500CI. the 
fumi ^ mg a Palace for the h'c r ‘\pparcnt. He b hcved 
that vth.itt ver gentlemen micht tliink of the i)0,ocol. for the 
works, thev muft 1 lugh at the idea of lui iilhmg a Palace, 
even on the moft rpronon'ical plan, torfo < nil a fum as five 
thoufind pounds. The n oney, he contended, ought not to 
have been pud int''the hinds of the Prince’s fervants, be- 
c«uK It was to have h^en expended 011 a houfe which belonged, 
not to him, hnt rr* rnr King; the King’s fervants therefore 
ought nhavf laid out the mor v, anu then they could be 
c-il’ed to account for the expi n lituie of it. The Prince had 
nev.r employed aihillingof tin money advanced for the 

4^2 houf^, 
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hotife, becaufe he confidered it as the property of his father, 
voted for the repairs of his tather's hodie. When the money 
was paid into the hands of his 1 leafurer, he (Mr. Fox) was 
convinced, it was not done for the purpole of entrapping the 
Ptince's lervants; but it certainly was ill done; becaufe it 
ihould have been kept m the hands of thofe who were re- 
jponfible to the public for the expenditure of public money. 
Mr. Holland, no doubt, would give a iatisfadlory account of 
the bulinels; and then there would be an end of the report, 
winch falfely lid ed, that the money Noted for completing 
Car'ton Houfe had been applied to otlier purpofes; a report, 
to which, however faKe, the unhnifl ed Hate of that houfe 
would give fome coluui. I’ut tht leport, he declared, was 
without the lead found ition; and the Prince withed for 
pothirg moie thin an oppoitunitv to fliew that he hid never 
diredlh orindntfllv meddltd wiih the expenditure of money, 
which having been v< ted foi coinpleitmg the King’s houfe, 
ht.ii(\er cunfidercd a belonging to him, or as iubjedltohis 
contioul. 

M C’hanrc 1 lor P/W condemned the report ti which the 
ri^ht I oiiui 11' Ir gcntlen an had alluded, and declared, that 
in paving the mt nc v into the hinds of the Prince’s I reafuier, 
hecoi'l not luvr intenled to intiap the feivants of his 
Rov il Highnefs; for, if hi meant to entiap them into an 
impropei u of tie money, he niuH have ta'en them at 
once foi egri ous fi ols as well a egregious knaves, which 
dekt pi ion ev rv o e knt w did not belong to the very refjiec- 
ta h gentlemen who belonged to the Prince’s houfe- 
hold. 

Mr. Sheiidin’s motion at lad pided without a divi- 
don 

\1i next widled to know if Mr. Pitt had any 

oljc ^loiito 1 motion for 1 copy of a letter written to him (Mr. 
Pitt) by 1 ord Southampton on this bubne Is. 

Mr. Chancellor l*itt faid, he had recc ived a letter from 
that nnble Lord, which did not appi at to him to be official, 
though It was accompanied by a rtqued, that it might be 
laid before the Houfe. To this he had fent for anfwer, that 
if the letter was official, and his Royil Highnefs laid his 
commands upon l.im (Mr. Pitt) to make it public, he would 
immediitelv obey rhofc orders, and cinying the letter to the 
Treifuiy, he would make it a pirt of the Minute of the 
Board, and then, with th<ii Minute, it would be laid before 
the Houle of Commons. Bui he had not fince received any 
commands on this head fiom his Royal Highnefs, and with- 
outthem he certainlv Nsould I bfe*^ to the production of a 
letter, which till he fliould receive thefe orders, he muft con¬ 
sider as of a private nature. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Sheridan, upon this, gave up his intended mo- 
tion. 

Lord SheffUld immediately after the foregoing converfa- Lord 
tion relative to Carlton Houfe, rofe and obferved, that from Sheffield, 
what had juft been faid, he was of opinion that an inquiry 
ought to be let on foot, refpediing the ftate of the works at 
Carlton Houfe. It appeared that the I loufe was not ftniftied, 
and that the^Ptince was as much lurprized at 11 as the pub¬ 
lic. Itwa'inot decent, his Lordftiip faid, that his Koyal 
Highnefs fhould be left longer to live in an unftniflied, tin- 
furnilhed houfe; it was difcreditableto the country; and there* 
fore he would take an eaily oppoitunity to make a motion on 
the fubje^f. 

Mr. Grey rofe to make the motion, which had been an- 
iiounced tor this day. He began by declaring that he was 
extremely forry to be under the mceflity of troubling the 
Houfe on the piefent occafion. He had however the plea- 
i ureto i)C able to flute, what he was peifuaded would re¬ 
commend him to their attention, VIZ. that he fhould not be 
long. Without any prchminaiy obfervations, perhaps, he 
might have made the morion, which he fhould have theho- 
nour of making that night, but it might be expedted that he 
fhould explain the motives which hud induced him to bung 
forward a fubjedt of fo gieat impnitanie. If the critical 
ftute of the feaf n was only conhdered, he (liouM have little 
difficulty in maintaining his piopoiiiion, for there never was 
a time of more importance or of moie difficulty. It was hy 
no means his intention, he faid, to go into the particulars of 
an event that had been fo often and fo fu'ly difeufTed by one 
fide of the Houle, and fo repeatedly ev.ided and glofled over 
by the other. The King’s Minifters feemed to wrapthem- 
felves up in a fullen filence that clearly convinced every ra¬ 
tional man that they were either prolt-cuting a fyftem whiciv „ 
they dared not avow, or purfuing fehemes which they could 
not explain. T hey wifhed to avoid all poffible explanation, 
relying on the events, which time might bung forth; and 
that their fortune, rather than their wifdom and cnod* con- 
du6l, might furnifli them with protedlion from the efiedi of 
meafures, for which, at the time they were ti ft adopted, 
they could give no poffible juftification or excule. but it 
was not his intention, Mr Ciiey faid, to go into that to dc, 
nor fhould he n vert to the arguments which had bt en uiged 
on that fide of the Hon^e, againft that novel and unconfti'u- 
tional dodlnne of confid' nee, which was every day cai ’ed 
to a greater height. He was peifedliy willing to leave the 
right honoura^'le gentleman oppufite to him in pofTeflion of 
the plea which he had fet op; he was willing to abandon all 
the advantages which he thought thofe on that fide of the 

Houfe 
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Houfe had in tlip argument; he was willing to urge the mo¬ 
tion he was going to make on the grounds which His Ma- 
jefly's Miniftors themftlves had taken in the confidence of that 
Houfe. 

The Execu ive Government afked for the confidence of 
the llotiie to enable them to provide for t*ie fecurity aqd de¬ 
fence of th* countty, withont unfeafonakie ityjuiries into 
thcii rondudl. It was in truth and in fa<^, for that Houfe 
to give out of their hands that rontroul which the confiilu- 
tion had given them over th» King's Mmiftcrr, and to put it 
in the power of th^ executive ^Tove-nment 'o declare that 
they wjuld carry on a war witlui't ‘he ailii.aiicc of ParlJa- 
inent. The countiy w.''S in a fmgular, and Mr. (rrey 
thought, in a much to he Jamente.’, fituation; they were 
Aill in a flate of preparation for war, after two months had 
elapled, fince His M.ijeAy’s nieA'ige had keen fent to that 
Houle, calling on them to make good tlic expences of the 
preparation. Heliaj>p-ned at that time to he in arefpedi- 
ahle minority, who tliouglit that the Houfe ought to have 
keen in poAefTion of certain i.iformition before they voted 
thefupprtes, and tlni the vo^e of c edit ought only to have 
gone to a limited fum. The Houfe. however, thought 
otherwife, and gave l!is Majcfty an indefinite promife of 
fuppoit as to any pr'^pirations which he might think necef- 
fary. It was not for him, Mr. (irry faid, to arraign the 
mo*ivescf the peifon. who ha 1 propofed the meafure 10 the 
Houfe or the decifion of the ITouiC itfclf. He only wifhed 
toAitethe faffs and rhe pniiciple on which he conceived 
theHoufec.imelotlut rtfi Union. He confidered it to be 
thie, that It wa- p'< u' 1 and conAitutional to entruA Mini- 
Aar? with the moan, of provi img for the exigences of the 
countiv* Ihit at the 1 imetime tha* this was Aated, he he- 
li(Vid there wasfcaicoly a gtntleman who maintained tint 
d''flrine, v/ho did not admit, that (hould aflual hoAilities 
l< rime neceflary, it w.is the light and duty of the Houfe to 
i iquire into the juftice, polii y, anr] wifdom of tlie meafuie, 

1 iiore they coul.l give theirconf nt, confiAently with their 
duty to thtir confiirucnts and tlie public, to involve the 
rountry in all the honors of war. 

Theohjefl of the motion he was about to make would 
rfert the light of the Houfe of Commons; a light not to be 
t ifputcd; a iig! t not to he defeatt J hv new-faAiioned doc¬ 
trines of confidence or prerogative; a right which the King’s 
MiniAers themAIves had aAertcd in their arguments, and 
which he then called upon them to affeit in their praflice; a 
right in that Houfe to inquire into the juAice, wifdom, and 
poli.ry of this v'.nr, h^^ore they involved the country in far- 
thci txpcnc . V. hal had been the condufl of MiniAers for 

the 
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the laft ten days) There had been an indecent hurry in car* 
rying through bufineis. [Here there was a cry of No! No!] 
Mr. Grey repeated, that in liiii opinion there had been an in¬ 
decent hurry in the condudt of public bufinefb. l^hat was 
the reafoii that the laft page of then oniti book was fo 
ciowded, thit they could ica ccly read the orders of tlie day ? 
There was buhnefs fter buhntf, and the Hoe It had lat al- 
mofl till 12 o’clock at night U 1 tha laft ten days. 1 his way 
of doing buftnefs might be \ci/ cen' cnieiu to Minifteis, but 
what was convenient to th«.m, was diiadvantageous to the 
‘public, and ne hoped they would not be able to carry their 
defigiis into efFeft. 'J hey ought to ctll on H's Majefty to 
coniider well whether this war was | loptr and ex|>cd eiit. 
He hoped, after having given an indeiinite vote, by which 
His Majeftv’s Miniftf's might 1 ivol.e thhe country in a war 
the iroment atttr Parliimeiit wa pioiogued, that they tbem- 
ftflves woula Icriouflv confulti the luhjeft. The vote they 
had given plrdged them tom ke good the expence rf any pie- 
paration. Was their vote given tor tire paij i^e of negotia¬ 
tion only) or was It a vote, wbidi, if that ntg niation was 
unfortuintc and uiiuccelstul, w as to enable His Majefty’s 
Min fters to carry on a wai ? it th'* \ota was merely to 
enibte Admmiftiatioii to cairy on an armed negotiation, 
111 wh It liiuation would they find th m'elve% if that negoti¬ 
ation ft ould turn onf to! e umucce'stu' - Would they juftify 
thcinlelvts in aftembling PirliuiKiit t gr int a ficili fupply) 
He only wifhed to put it t .he c indour of gentlemen, and 
of Minifters, whether, it It in<; 1 fhort tme 'onger should 
enable them to know tl e tucc< * m {iilure of tl egcti i* '^n, 
thi V Ought not tocon'^inue l lit t.il tli r event w is k 1 nvi •* 

T l.( claitii to conftdencc wismiiU ui 1 v to gi. them the 
means at cirivingon in innrdn f it ‘1 n. \h.Ciuy»iuh 
the fttuatiQii ot the cc biitry wa*" ai 'v tl 1 • thccountiy^ 
was engaged 111 an ariud negoti.iti n tor the u ipoieol ob¬ 
taining ctitiin object shich tb'*v ki cw not If thole 
objects wcie w ithhcld, h luppi ^ed ibe imatnc.it woi Id .nfift 
or them by force; andifluch vvirethe ci^c, tbit liuuiehad 
a light to informi*ion, betoie they cor.lriitra! thi<' the coun¬ 
try fhould be involved in a War. On that ground, hefafli, 
hcfhould move, 

“ Th itan humbleaddrefs be piefented to His Majeflv, to 
exprefs the deep concern his faithful Commons ft It at being 
called upon tor a promile to m ike good the expence of new 
preparations for w'ar, after liiviiig been fo recently obliged to 
impofe on their conftituents additional taxes on account of the 
late irmament againft Spain. 

“ Humbly to reprefent to His Majefty, that in the anfwer 
which they gave to Hi* Majefty’s moft gracious meftage, hi» 

faithful 
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* faithful Commons, a<£f ed on by a firm reliance that His Ma- 
jefty's paternal care and regard for the welfare of his people, 
would not fuffer him, by a caufelefs i' terference in the dif- 
putes of other countries, to endanger the peace and tranquil¬ 
lity ot this. 

** That no inquiry was made into the particular circum- 
ilances which had induced His MajeHy to arm, and a pro- 
mile of luppott was given, as indefinite as^be objed for 
which It was demanded 

“ That iince that period two months have ela'tfed. The 
preparatK'iis for wai are dill continu-d. The expence for 
which His Majefly’s faithful C'omm ns muft hereaftei pro¬ 
vide is daily inertaiing. No intoimation as to its caufe or 
objed has yet been given; and it Parliament fliould now be 
prorogued, His Majefty's fai hful Commons will be placed 
in the dtfagreeable, and hitheito unprecedented, fituationof 
returning to then condituei t , aft 1 having fobfedted them, 
by a vote of this Houle, to new but dens, the exier t of which 
they cannot limit, and thejuiliCv or nectffity of which they 
cannot explain 

“ horthelere fons, and others, winch the ciicumdances 
of the times may fugged, I Its Majedy's faithful Commons 
humbly imploie His V| ij( dy not to prorogue the Parliament, 
till His Maj( dv diall hive it in his powt'i to communicate 
to them fome dilhncl infoimation relative to the caufe of the 
prefent aimamenr: in ordti, that if adual hodilities ihould 
take pi ic-*, and 1 diould be nec^ffary foi His Majedy to in¬ 
cur an\ faithei expence, Ins faithful Commons may have an 
o pottunity otixercifing their hitherto undifputed privilege, 
an I diicharging their mod important duty, in conddering the 
extent and propiiety of t’l lame, as well as of adiding His 
Majedy bv their advice, to form a j id judgement bo'‘h as to 
the expediency of pad meilur s, and the policy of future 
Councils; and they humbly beg leave to aCTureFIis Majedy, 
that they will chearfully foiego thepiivate benefits and com¬ 
forts of an eirly recefs, to fulfil a duty highly necedary to 
the public fatisfaff^ n, and of the utmod importance to the 
policy, if not to the falvation of the State.*’ 

Mr. Fox and Mr. bheridan both rofe to fecond the mo¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Mr. Bragge rofe to oppofe it. He faid that be did not wlfh 
Ungge. toadveit to privileges that certainly belonged to the Houfe, 
but conddering the difcuffion to be an excrefcence of former 
debates, he lofe to fupport the conddenCy of the Hvaufe; and 
he did not think it would he necedary to take up much of the 
time of t .e Houfe, to perfuade them to prefrrv*# their own 
eonddency in redding the motion. A fimilar motion, though 

intro* 
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introduced with a view to a different objefl, had been lately 
before them* and the Houfc had thought {>ro;>er to rejed it, 
and lo rejedl it without a divtiion. in fo de in;;, \*r. tiiugge 
thought the Houfe had aiked with propriety, becanfl* it womIJ 
have been to have adviled the King to let the ext icile oi his 
undoubted pretogative depend altugetlier upon the will of a * 
priluner upon tnal Ixrfoie Paiiianitnt, ns Mi. ! lailings aught 
have inudo^is defence lung or flicrt as he had thought ptu< 
per. IJaving tl.erefpie lejcdlrd th..t n'otion, confniency ic- 
quired thut they ihuuld lejcct tlie pielent ; fi ce the ev..''’t, 
tor the airival of which the address prayed IIis Majelty to 
fufpend the cxercile ot his pietogaiive ot pioioguing Failia*' 
nicnt, was ]>trfi<flly uncertain and indciii'ite. Lut, Mr. 
I’ragge laid, it was not merely on the ground ot conlill^ncy 
that he reAed his niguiuent again A the m .tiOM ; he had i o 
chjediion to examine the motion itieJf, and try it hy its mu* 

1 Its. The honoui able gi ntleman had complained ot the ouU r 
b rk being crowded, but he foigot that fo many queiliuiis 
limilai to that uiuloi ddculfion had of late been<>gitaicd. and 
that if thofo quellions had not been brought foiwaid, the 
book ])robably would not have been fo crowded with orders. 

'J liefuhllancc of the addrefs then mo'cd, was to dellie his 
Majdty not to pioiogue Pailiament till he fliould have it in 
his power to communicate the event ot the prelent regociation. 
He thought it was the undoubted privilege of the llouie to 
interfeie with Uis Majefty*s pierogative, fo far as to advife 
him as to the cxercile ot it, in refpedt to the proroguing of 
Pailiameni; yet it mu A be admitted that fuch a privilege 
ought iievei to be tiifoiced by the Iloufe, hut in main is of 
great impuitance, and when it could be done with piecd'on. 
in the prdent iiiAunce, Mr. Braggefaid, it was eafy to prove 
tiiat It w.ts not a cafe of that delciiption; and tiiA, with re¬ 
gard to precilion, the teiminution of the negotiation wae-o. 
mattei which His MajeAy had it not in his power to .iniwer 
foi, btcjuie it depended not only upon Eiis .N<aieAy, but 
upon alnrA .*11 the crowned beads in Kurope. With regard 
to the great importance of the cafe, ccitainly going to war 
Was a veiy im;>oit:Ait matter, but Aill its importance did not 
]>refs fo peculiatly as to w'arrant the motion. No one doubted 
that it was the prerogative of His M.ijcAy to engage this 
country in W'ar, but as yet it was not clear that the prefent 
negoti.ition would end in hoAilities; on the contrary, there 
was reafon to believe that it would be brought to a paciAc 
concluAon. 

The honourable gentleman, Mr. Bragge obferved, thought 
that the Houfe was mdeAnitcly pledged to fupport a w^r; fo 
far from it, the vote the Houfe had given, when they lent 
up an addiefs in anfwer to the meffage, was to enable His 
Vox.. XXIX.' MajeAy 
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Majefty to arm, They ilill had the purfe in their hands, as 
no money was yet voted for a war. Mr, Bragge reafoned 
upon this, and remarked, that the honourable gentleman 
had faid, the fiiuation of the negotiation was what the right 
honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer dared not explain. 
He agreed with the honourable gentleman, that the right ho¬ 
nourable Chancellor of the Exchequer dared not explain 
what thefituation of the negotiation was; he d.«red not do 
what an honeft man dated not do, defett his duty, and aban¬ 
don the intereft of his country. Mr. Bragge faid, when he 
looked back upon the conduft of the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer, faw how he had condudled hiiufrlf through the 
emergency of affairs, and that he had ohtaineeven from 
his adverlary, a confelTion that he was a foituiute Miniihr, 
his friends had a fair right to impute that to his wiiiloiii, his 
integrity, and his abilities, which ]ii» enemies ait-iihed inr'isly 
to his good fortune. With legard to the piiv-Kve of tlie 
Houfe to requell the King not to exercife his picrogaiise of 
ptoroguing the Pailiament, he admitted that the Houle had 
fuch a privilege, but repeated his alTertion, that it ought ne¬ 
ver to be appealed to but in very extraordinary and important 
cafes, and where it could be done with prcciri'Mi. Mr. 
Bragge added a few more obfervations, and concluded with 
giving his negative to the motion. 

Mr.Whit- Ml. ff lbitheadjuniort faid, he fliould fpeak on the fubjcrfl 

bread. very fhortly, but in a different manner from tire honourable 
gentleman who had juil fat down ; and ftnee he faw tho 
MinrAer was determined to perlift in hr, contemptuous 
illence, for it was a filence, contemptuous to that Huiifc, 
he Aiould thank his honourable fiieml fur having brought 
forward his motion, which afforded him an opportunity of ex- 
prelBng his indrgriatio’i at the condudl of tlie political Pro> 
eeuftes of the timei, who Attui his patients to the fi'/e of his 
bed, and not his bed to the ^l^e of his patients, but lopped 
off or added juA as fuited his own purpofes. Mr. WhithrUad 
thought a fcHion ought to he adapted to the quantity of 
bufinefs that was to begone through; and when it was all 
difpofed of, then and then only could the feflion be properly 
confideted as to have been brought to its termination. With 
regard to his honourable friend’s having brought fo many 
queAions forward as he had done upon Ainilar grounds with 
the prefent, which the honourable gentleman feemed to im¬ 
pute to him as a matter of blame, his honourable friend, and 
thofe who had fupported him, deferved the thanks of their 
" country for having agitated thofe queOions. That they had 
been neceAary, was obvious from a view of the faifl; and 
that the difculfion had refeued the country fiom an expen 
Ave, and perhaps a bloody war, was, be believed, by no 

means 



«03 


A> 1791* DEBATES. 

means to be difputed. Two months ago an armament was 
fitted out, an armament to enable His Majefiy to negotiate 
with greater elFedt, and were they not at that moment in 
the very fituation in which they Rood at firft ? From the 
indecent hurry, (for indecent as his honourable friend had 
termed It, it certainly was) in which His Majefty’s Mi- 
nifiers had precipitated the bufinefs within the Idil ten days, 
it did appeay* mod incontrovertibly, that thofe Minifters 
wanted to get tid of Parliament, which would be a fpy upon 
their aflions. 'I'hty ought not, then, patiently to bear to 
l>e told, that if they had not brought on thofe quedions, 
bufinefs would have gone on regularly and quietly. 

I’he anfwer fet up by the other fide of the Houle had been, 
the often repeated claim of confidence; but he mud ever 
think, Mr. Whitbread faid, that confidence, thus blindly 
giv&n, was a difgtace to thofe who bedowed it, and a dere- 
Inflion of their duty to their condituents. With regard to 
that Houfe not having given an indefinite vole, when they 
palled tlie vote in confequence of His Majedy’s medage, he 
mud always confiuer that wliich w'as not finite and limited 
as indefinite; and clearly of that defeription was the vote in 
qucltion, which might lead to the word confequences. Af¬ 
ter expatiating upon this, Mr. WMiitbread faid, if he were 
in a difleient fituation, a fituation which he flattered himfelf 
he never fliould be found in, viz. that of having given the 
Minider his confidence, and upon PailiamenPs being pro¬ 
rogued, his condituents fliould aik him what was the objedfc 
and extent of the vote he had in their name given; he de- 
fired to know what anfwer he could make ? If he faid, he 
really knew nothing of the matter; would not his coiiditu- 
ents fay, did you vote without knowing for what? did you 
not alk. the Minider the quedion ? did you deep upon the„. 
pod we put you upon to watch over and guard our intereds? 
Then would they fay, we mud pronounce you unfit to be 
any longer our reprefentative, fince you are either ignorant 
or corrupt. 

Mr. flragge faid a few words in explanation, to which 
Mr. Whitbread made a fliort reply, by way of explanation. 

Mr. Jikyll congratulated the Houle on the extraordinary 
definition of confidency which they had jud lieard from his 
honourable and learned friend. His honourable friend had 
endeavoured to prove the confidency of the Houfe by an 
example which was totally didindl and diflurent from that to 
'which he wiflied to apply the fame line of condnfl; for 
what analogy could there be between a motion for an 
addrefs not to prorogue Parliament in favour of Mr. Hadings, 
and a motion to addrefs the Crown not to prorogue, on a 
ground fo important as that of the prefent motion ? But 
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there wa* a confiftency, Mr. Jekyll faiJ, aiul that a con- 
liftency more honoured in the brc.icli than the obrer> 
** vance;* vix. a reiteration of argument, and a fallen fi- 
lence in regard to explanation, 'I'o prorogue at prefent, 
Mr. Jekyll contended, could not take place without very 
imminent danger to this country. That the Houfe had the 
privilege of advifing the Crown not tn exercife its preroga¬ 
tive ot pri'rog’i'ng r’ar’iamenr, and that it had<flccn not un- 
irqurnily pxciciltd, Mr. Jekyll faid, might be proved by 
many initances. In the re»gn of Chailes the Second, when 
pipp'gaMve did not lay Vtry lo'v, that Moufe had addp'flrd 
Hk Mjj* fty i.ot to prorogue P..rliament, and Ills Majefty’s 
m'iiage in anfwer was upon thcr journals, by which it ap- 
jvavtd ti'.ut x’po.i their re; r.fentation, Ills Majefty hated 
his rtfolut'nn r#ot to prologue the floufes for fome time. 
Would It he la.d, hreaufe the feafon vr.’S ad«ranced, and 
the rmorreJois \v' re hung up. in the Houfe to give notice of 
their having got to lunimei’s hcaf, [alluding to the thenno- 
metf r that Ind been hung up agamJl the fide of the gallory 
of the Houl.*, on cJncfd.iyj that therefore Parliament 
ought to n't* >• n • had turned back to the laft eight fcflions, 
Mr. Jekyll laid, and fv^und that they had nev.r lileii by 
fome wcLks, and he might almoft fay, by fome months, fo 
fjon as it was meant to do this fefilon. He enumerated 
the days on which each feflinn had clofcd, and Pari.ament 
been prorogUvd from the year 1781 to the prefent time; 
whence it appealed that the ("flion had geneially been put an 
end ’o all ut th" middle of July, but that it had twice con¬ 
tinued till thf' midiile of Auguft; and in thofe years, Mr. 
Jekyll (aid, there had been no danger h''nging over the na¬ 
tion. Was It then, he would a(k, a time to prorogue the 
^ Parliament, when war might be commenced in a few days, 
and when it was generally believed the fleet would fail next 
week, and a blow might be flruck before Parliament could 
again meet ^ T.ei them not bring down on themfelves the 
uifapprobation of their conflituents and endanger the fafety 
of the empire bv V'>iing agninft the morion 1 
yfr. Caw- Mr. Cu’:i'^'0Tne faid, he would trouble the Houfe only a 
thorne. very lew m’.nutci; and lirft he muft obferve, that he had 
not expelled to have heard a definition of confiftency from 
the honourable .and learned gentleman, or at leaft that he 
•would have given a better definition of it, confidering what 
the honourable and learned gentleman muft have heard on 
that fuh|ecl in all quarters. Mr. Cawtborne faid, in voting 
upon the queftion for the .addrefs he would be perfe^lly con- 
fiftent, for he woi Id vote againft the honourable gentlemen 
on the ope fide, as he had done on every fimilar piopofition. 
‘With regard to confidence in Minifters, he declared, he 

thought 
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thought they o\ight to put that confidence in Minifteft 
vrhich they cleferveil; and if Mtnillers Ind Aated to the 
Houle the ni’^ure, extent and ground of the negotiation with 
RuHn, he fiiould have thought they ought to be Minifttrs 
no longer. 1 le added, that he likewile thought this a proper 
feafon to proiogu- Pailiament, is he knew ot no buhnels of 
moment that w is left untranfad^ed. 

Mr. ^tn role, in coiilequence of the recent aPufion 
that had been brought forwaid by hi n, relitive t» Mr. Lovedcn 
Haftmgs’s tiiil, and nas pioc»edin^ to juAity it, when he 
was informed from the Chaiiy that it hi 1 no rsfc’ence to the 
motion. Mi I ovcdtii then laid, h' would confine himVlf 
to the queftion for which he meant *o 10*^0, as it appeared to 
him to come w it ■> the g cateft propric^\ liom that fide of the 
Hou'e. When they came to Parlunent, he faid, to alk. fun- 
plies for the Spanifh convention, they had received confidence 
from tlie Houfe, in cxpeilatioii tint after the money wa< 
produced. It me leafon for their cnndudl would have been 
given as a liti fadhon for tnat conhdeice; hut as yet no an- 
Iwer had e\er bet i given to any cf the queftions which wt re 
tlun put, which he thought ought to lust b^n tiea’'ed dif- 
fcientl'. Hp approved much of the addrefs, and only 
wifhed that it contained a paragraph re^jucllmg His Maitftv 
to lay hefoie the Houle fome account of the pieftnt (late of 
the negotiation. 

hir Ehjuh Impc% rofe, to oppofe the addrefs. Ke ohlerved, Sir Fh ah 
that the honourable gentleman, who mosed it, hatldifired to Impey, 
know tiiefiate of the featy in negotiation; he wifi.al there¬ 
fore, that he hid added to the addrefs, words to tint ePedV, 
becaufe it would base brought it at once to the precife 
point, whether tint Houle could or could not do th it by a 
diiedt qucflion, which had been attempted to be done by 
collate!al term^. Sii Elijah took notice of the aigunient . 
that h.id been uiged on the ground of confidence, and faid, 
he had not hfaid that extravagant confidence claimidhy the 
Mmifter, wh.ch gentlemen on the fame fide of the Houle 
with him, had fatd, he required. For his part he muft liy, 
that any Mmifter Handing in the fituation in which the 
Miniftei then ftood, mull have confidence as long as he 
continued to ftand in that fituation, and the confidence re¬ 
quired, was fuch as ought to be given during the pendency of 
a treaty to every Mmifter. 1 he queftion, he obferved, was 
not a queftion of prerogative, for that he hoped never would 
be a queftion; but whether the people m that Houle, by 
their privileges, were to have as much power as the pieroga- 
live of the Crown. When Mr. Grev had brouglit foiward 
the firft of the fet of queftions on the ftate of the nation, 
hir Elijah farther obferved, he had faid, that being the 

weakeft 
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wetkeft of thofe with whom he a6led) he took the lead, but 
that be fliould be followed by gentlemen of gteater abilities. 
As he law the fame honourable gentleman had come forward 
tlut day with another queilion on the fubjedl, he took it for 
granted, *"ir Hijnh laid, that the abilities of the honourable 
gentlemen neat him had been all tried, fince the honourable 
gentleman uho leconded the motion btfoie the lall, had fat 
dov* n without laving any thing more tlun tha^the quellion 
had btrn lo fully debated, that he could lay no mote on 
the fubjctSl. 

As to the queftion before the Houfe, Sir I lijah declared, 
he muft give it his mgitive. The Miniftei had fud, he 
fhould think it his duty, before hollihties commenced, to 
by before the Houle diftin£lly the grounds upon which it 
was deemed nueflirv to enter into that hoftihty. The 
anfwer to this wis motion after motion, upon wh<ch the 
Houle Ind feseially voted in favour of the MiniAer, and 
furely there was a time when the queAion ought to be lei at 
reA. An honourable gentleman. Sir Llijih obleived, had 
alked what he was to tell Ins conAituents, when they en¬ 
quired foi whit hts vote had been given ^ That honourable 
gentleman ought to tell his conAituents the truth ; that it 
was to enable His MaieAy to arm in older the moie effec¬ 
tually to ncgiciate; but, that if war fliould be neceffary, 
the Houle would know the giounds of it before hoAiIities 
commenced. Sir } hjah concluded with faying, that fuicly 
the MiniAer had pltdgcd liimfdf to great refponfibility, and 
might thcrefoie be left to pel form his duty unembarraAtd by 
fuch queAionsas that liefore the Iloufe. 

Ml. pitt. Mr. Chancellot Put meant not, he 1 iid, then to go at all 
into the debate, but His MjjcAy*s MiniAtrs had been fo 
often perfonally alluded to, and elpecially by the honourable 
^d learned gentleman who had juA l.it down, that he was 
extremely deAious of being ptifei^ly underAood. He had 
undoubtedly Aated, that by the vote which the Houfe had 
come to upon His MajeAy’s meAage, they had not pledged 
themfelves to fupport a war, fhould the negotiation end in 
boAilmes; but if that Aiould unfortunately he the cafe, 
that whemver gentlemen were called upon to vote either 
money or approbation, it would he the duty of MmiAers to 
Aate, and to Aate diAin£llv, what the grounds and occaAon 
of thofe hoAilities were. Farther than this he had not Aated. 
sir Elijah £//jab Impy explained, and apologized for having 
lapty. made ufe of woids relative to what had been faid by the 
right honourable gentleman, that had extended farther per- 
0 haps than he lumfelf had meant to go. 

^ IAt.Emi. Mr. Fox faid, I e was extremely anxious to rife, while the 
right honourable gentleman*s woids were fieih in the me¬ 
mory 
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mory of the Houfe, and to call the attention of gentlemen 
to the wide and eflential di^reiice between the ilatement of 
the right honourable gentleman, and tliat of his honourable 
and learned friend. When the lattei had concluded, he 
was ready to get up and entreat hu honourable fiiend to 
withdraw his addrefs, if gentlemen on the other fide would 
adhere to what the learned gentleman had faid, which was, 
that Parliament were not pledged by any vote ^o agree to a 
war, and that before lioAilities commence, the MmiHer 
rouft lay before them the grounds for going toaw.r; in 
that cafe, all he would have aflved, inflead of the addiels, 
would have been a relolution, tint the Mmifter could not go 
to war without gising previous notice to that Uouie. 

However, it was bettei as it happened, that he had given 
way to the right honourable gentleman who fpoke laiV, and 
who had Hated the mattei in a XLiy diffeient light, hor he 
has laid, that )ou hive aluady \oted an aimed negotiation; 
but Hiould that ne^otntion unfortunately end in war, when 
he came to afk iupplies for the expcnce of that war, h« 

' would think It his duty to lay the giounds of that war before 
the Houle; lo tint in place of Pailiamcnt having previous 
notice, and its being in then power to prevent a war, fliould 
they dilappiovc of it, winch he was lure they mull, they 
were to bt prorogued upon the eve of its commencement, 
and when called together lix months afterwards, have to de* 
fiav the htjvy exfienceof carrying it on all that time, which 
It vouJd be impo^ible to refufe after it was incurreu. Now 
he would Hate, Mi 1 ox faid, by way of hypotbelis, that 
tins wir, which rouH be di appioved of, had been going on 
duinig the tune they were abknt, great incieale of the 
army, navy and fupplies, ordinary and extraordinary, mull 
be demanded; he would tberefoie alk, whether it would not « 
be better, and moie lational to Hop the cnl iniity in the out- 
fet, than to come to Parliament foi ads ice or aHiHarce, aftci 
not only this country, but many otter powers, might be 
entangled in a bloody, ruinous, and expe niive war * The 
HrH was moH likely to fecuie peace and happinefs to the 
country, and the other the certain way to fpi 11 the blood and 
waHe the treafureof the country. His conHituents, he faid, 
were not fai ofF, and their fenfe might be foo n known ; but 
on the opening of this feflion, it was much boaHed, that 
the addreis to His MajeHy was moved by the r epreientative 
of a greit county, and feconded by the reprefen tative of a 
rich and populous city ; and what, he would afL , could any 
of them lay to their conHituents ^ why, tha t they had 
voted for a fooIiHi armament, they knew not w hy, and had 
voted away large fums of then money, witho ut knowing 
bow much, or wherefore. All this, howe/cr, muH be 

done 
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done from confidence in the Miniiler, and a delicacy ;)bout 
interfaing with the King’s prerogativefor, upon a ftrangc 
confiru6tion of preiogacive, they were not to intcifere to 
ptevent an unjull war, but wlien Miniiiers ca>ne to alk mo¬ 
ney for the expence of it, they were to lay the grounds of 
the war before the Houle — a very great latisfadlion to be 
fu.e;—but he feared that wou’d be but cold comfoit to their 
conAituents. It had been iliid, th it we wi.^ to arm, (but 
not to go to war), fiom confidence. This was a difilienc 
quefiion : but the l.rr Aate of tlie hu' nefb, he laid, wa^, that 
while they gave confidence to Miniftets they were to tomaiii 
in town; and when it is their duty to watch i!ic conduct of 
Minillers, and the inteu-fts of thtir conitituents, tluy were 
to be difperftd over tlie countiy ; lo that when liiey .»eie to 
confide, wh.ch tliey might as wi.ll do in rheii houi'es in the 
country, they aic tobepreknt; and wht-n they ought to 
watch, they ate to be ahllnt. And fu;>pohng them to he 
called together in Nt\einhei, they aie to lind, that while 
Pailian. nt was not fitting, liie countiy hul l)t,.n plungrd in 
war, blood fpilt in difietent quaitcra, a K>ls ol all otheis, ■ 
the rooA iireparable, and an accomulaud lo.id of expence 
heaped upon their conliitwnts, without their .iDiirohation, 
content, or knowledge—why, temhl* and iLlti unlive ax 
this profpeCl would be, all power to pi event it i, taken from 
Parliament, by proroguing iliem, and the mifrhiefx of this 
wild, ra^h, and unprufUahle lyihm w 11 he known, when 
too late to be remedied ; for ceiiamly peace is nut fo eafily 
to be made, as it is to lie brokui. 

At the commcncemeni of tins w’ar, when it is the duty 
and the light ut I’ailianuLiil to enqune into and know the fi- 
tuation of the country, the Ki.g’s N.iniltei tells them, 
that they lhall not continue to fit; and having got fo mu.h 
confidence for his negotiation, till they aie to be called upon 
for tlie expences of the war, they are not to know why it was 
entered into; and for this unparallclled and montlious con¬ 
duct of Minifters, they Ihelter themielves, a% ulual, under 
itate Iccrecy, which they find ama/.ingly uleful upon atl fi- 
milar occafions. Much had been iuid about coniiilency, 
and the period nt which it would he the duty of Niiniflcis to 
gi\e fome explanation, though lome gentium n had gone fu 
tar as to fay it might nc\cr anfe, paiticularly the honourable 
and Icanied gentleman whogave aipcech forhisconflituents, 
and had told him to fay to them, that he had voted from 
confidence in the King’s Minifier tor a negotiation, and that 
the Minifier had referred him to a period when, iieihaps, 
explanation might be given—This, and tjie King’s pitioga- 
tive to involve the country in a war, Mr. Fox fa>d, were 
the two good rcafon. they were to have for all the calamities, 
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mifery, and burthenfome expences that muft attend It- 
Upon fuch a fpcech to their conftituents, would they not 
have a good right to fay, You are unworthy of the truft 
we have repofed in you; you have fled from your duty, 
and have rilked our lives, our blood, and impofed ficm 
and oppreflive taxes upon u^” 1 oi he would maintain, 
that It would he impoflible for the Houfe of Commons to re- 
fufe to pay tjje expences when they met in November; and 
there was no other way of railing the money, but by taking 
it from the pockets of the people by taxes. In this country 
it had been underilood, that the people could not be taxed 
without their confent given by then leprefisntatives in Par¬ 
liament; but this conflirutional languat’e is exploded, and 
wc arc told that it may be otherwile, becaufe the expences 
incurred upon the right of the King and his Mmtflers, to in¬ 
volve the country in a war, without the coofent of Parlia¬ 
ment, which Mr. Fox faid, he abfolutely denied, flioi gly as 
it had been put that night. It was tiue, the King could 
make war, but could he command a fleet or an army without 
the mutiny bilP could ! e raife a ihiliing to pay them ' In 
Ihort, admit the light of the Commons to giant or withhold 
the fupplies, and give him his great prerogative, what is it? 
But gentlemen fay, we are not afking much; tiufl the King 
and his Miniflcrs only with a little <>t your piivileges, juft 
a fmall armament or fo, only to put the nation to a little ex¬ 
pence of blood and treafuie. 1 or his pait, he w'ould fay, 
nc ; when you can fay A, you miy fay B, and tliciefore, 
however much he rifpedSled the juit pieiogitives of the 
Clown, he never would encroach on the piivileges of the 
ptoide. 

When proroguing Parliament without advice of Parlia¬ 
ment IS mentioned, we are told, ** liewaie, you aicinfiing- 
ing upon the King’s preiogative, who has the undoubted 
right to (lifTolve and piorogue Parliament.” God forbid 
that this Houfe fliould att^'mpt to wreft any of the King’s 
prerogatives fiom him, rnd much, they were told, ought to 
he confided in the pioper u(e of it. Thefe might be fine 
woids, and found well; but then comes another preirogative, 
that of involving the country in a war, without content of 
Parliament, which likewife niuft not be interfered with. 
W as this eithei a decent or light way of arguing, or was ic 
not the moft extractdmary that could haiclieen ufed^ Were 
we in the fituation winch this extended and novel idea of 
prerogative places us, our fituation would be that of a moft 
abfolute monarchy of the vety worft fort. Knowing all 
this, what muft the country think of the myfterious pro¬ 
ceedings of the picfeiit feflion, and moie particularly its 
abrupt and improper prorogation, ihould it take place, 
VoL. XXIX. 4 I which 
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vrhich he trafted it would uot.-—Certainly, if an anfwer 
might foon be expected from Ruilia, and fomething decilive 
be Known, could there be any good reafon for proroguing 
before that came? Should the negotiation terminate in 
hollilities, theie mull he an increafe of army, an increafe of 
navy, and an increafe in many eilablilliments, which would 
amount to very large fums; and when they met in Novem* 
ber, all this muft be provided for, whether the caufe of the 
war is approved or not. The expences, fuch as Aoies laid in, 
and other articles, were of a nature that it was not polhble 
for Pailiaraent to avoid paying them, whatever the amount 
might be. Tor all this calamity, and all the other bad 
eiFefiS, that mufl follow an unjuft and impolitic war, what 
was the recompenfe, or what was the countiy to gain ? It 
had bren faid, that Minifters were refponiible for what they 
did. Undoubtedly they were. But what was the punilh- 
ment of a Minifter ? It might ierve as an example, but it 
could not atone to the countiy for the ruinous difafters that 
his folly, ignorance, or raftinefs, had occafioned. 

Mr. Fox faid, he was furprifed to hear the 1atencf> of the 
f»*afon fo often mentioned, when it was known that in pre¬ 
ceding years they had fat much later. But, perhaps, it 
would be faid, that there weie more urgent and important 
caufts for it; that the country was in an uncertain and 
alarming fttuation; or that we had much to fear from the ft- 
tuation of other powers. With what degree of juftice, 
this w'as to be faid, he left to the Houfe to determine. This 
mrafurc might now fuit the Miniftei’s convenience, by get¬ 
ting rid of the Parliament, luit it might alfo ultimately be 
his ruin. He (wmed to wifti for an abfolufe powet over the 
Houfe, from the vote they bail already given, which, no 
Minifter would, however fond of pierogative, hold long 
^ over a Parliament in this country. 

It had been faid, that he had called the right honourable 
gentleman a great and a fortunate Minifter; and then he 
was reminded of the aufpices of Caefar and other great 
names of antiquity, as if what he railed fortunate, other 
men would call wife. He knew all this. He knew that 
where a feries of furcefs had followed the condud of any 
man, that which his enemies might attribute to fuitune, hiS 
friends would with juftice aferibe to wildom. But in this 
fenfe, he had never called the right hononrahle gentleman 
either great or fortun te. He had df feribed him as great in 
fttu.'ition, and great in power, by fortunate citcumflapccs, 
over which he had I'o controul, and in proflucing which lie 
had no influence. The revolution in Fiance, for inftance, 
he had often deferibed as a moft foitunate ciicumftancc 
as an event by which th.s countiy was exalted to pre tmi- 

nciic# 
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nence among the ftates of Europe, which could not have 
been attained by any otlier means* Would the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman or his friends contend, Mr. Fox alked, 
that the wifdom of the right honourable gentleman had any 
concern in bringing about that revolution? That was in¬ 
deed a fortunate event for the Miniilers of this country. 
Moil; unfortunate however, had been the ufe of it. Inftead 
of availing iiimfelf of the advantages which it prefented, 
which even obtruded upon him; inllead of exhibiting the 
temperance, the moderation, the difpofition to conciliate, 
fo conducive to the honour and the intereft of a great na¬ 
tion ; he had thrown them all away by ralhnefs and info- 
lence—for friendlhip he had procuted enmity; for refpedt 
contempt. He had defcended from the high elevation on 
which fortune had placed him, and reduced himlelf to the 
neceffity of having recourfe to temporary Ihifts and expedi¬ 
ents, by what Mr. Fox faid, he iliould everconilder as the 
moft deplorable incapacity. 

Mr Fox faid, let his friends look to the confequences ; 
but let them noc, when thofe confequences were too fenlibly 
felt to be difguifed, take the reverfe of their prefent argu¬ 
ment, and fay, ** What you c.*kll impolitic, we call unfortu- 

nate.** He wiihed the prefent queflion might be carried 
by a gieat majority. If it were not, he wilhed the majo¬ 
rity to be as jrefpedlable as poflible; but, were there none to 
Tote for it but his honourable friend who moved it and him- 
felf, with his honourable friend he fliould he proud to divide 
for it. His honourable friend, it was faid, was put forward 
as the weakeft of the party. Well might they fay, 
pede Herculctn f What muft be the llrength of tliat party of 
which he was the weakeil ? If the queilion in eifed^ had 
been already decided, it was far from improper to renew it 
in another ^pe; and even where other men had failed, the 
ferength of his honourable friend was fuch as to make it far 
from a defperate expeiiment—Of this he was fure, that his 
honourable fiiend, by bringing forward the queftion, had 
merited the gratitude of pollcrity, and would receive the 
thanks of his conilituents and his country. I'he learned 
gentleman had faid, that the Minifter muft give an account 
of his conduift at the proper time. If hs did not g vc that 
account, he trufted the learned gentleman, notwithilaiiding 
his dillike to impeachments, would lend his aid to impeach 
him. The fyftem of foreign politics which we had adopted, 
rendered us at once the hatred and contempt of Europe. It 
might he truly and emphatically deferibed in four words, 
once applied by a great ftatefman to the meafures that gave 
birth to the American war— OJiofitm, ddeJlahlUi mhct'Mum, 
iadueutn* 
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Mr. Mr. Dundas in reply) faid, the one part of the right ho* 
Dundai. nourable gentleman's argument was a complete anmer to 
the other. After feeminc to difpute the prerogative of the 
Crown to declare war* he admitted that prerogative, and 
then added, that it could not be exercifed without the con¬ 
currence of the Houfe df Commtms, whofe privilege it was 
to withhold the fupplies, and that privilege in the one cafe 
was as abfolute as prerogative in the other. TJ^efe were po¬ 
rtions which no man difputed; but there was a Angle argu* 
roent to be drawn from them applicable to the prefent In- 
ftance, that was not equally applicable to every other. Tho 
Houfe of Commons had a conAitutional check on the prero¬ 
gative of declaring war, by refuAng the fupplies, if they 
thought the war impto|ier. Wlnt they had in all cafes they 
had now; but was this any reafoti for interfering with ano¬ 
ther branch of the pjerogative, the power of the Crown to 
prorogue the Paihaintnt' His Maj^Ay's meilage had been 
followed by no \ ore of credit, no iupply had bec^n gianted 
upon it, and therefore, theie was no giound for the imputa¬ 
tion that MiniAeis wiAicd to get rid of Parliament in order 
carry on a war. The Houfe had evt ry < heck which it pof- 
feAed at any time, and unlefs it could be (hewn that thefe 
checks were infufficient, the whole argument fell to the 
ground. What was their Atuation as to the period of the 
lelTion ? Tlie complaint was very diAeient from what it 
had been formerly; the fame gentlemen wlio hfed to com¬ 
plain that the leiAon was improperly protraiSlel, now com¬ 
plained that it was improperly fhortened. When a learned 
gentleman compared the prefent period of the year with 
that which Pailiamcnt had foimerly continued fitting, he 
fliould always have compated the time at which it met—in 
November; and then he would have fees whether the pre- 
ient was likely to be ihorter than fonnet felAons; whether 
buAnefs had been hurried over to get rid of Parliament. 
That much buAnefs had remained Co go through for the laft 
ten days was owing to many things having been poAponed 
from time to tim^ at the reejueft oi gentlemen on the other 
Ade of the Houfe, and if the honourable gentleman who 
made the objedlion had examined the book with care, he 
tyould have feen that his own motions made a conAderable 

f art of tlui buAnefs. T 1 e-e was now no buHnefs before the 
loufe, except, indeed, the Aring of refolutlons which an 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) had in his pocket. 
To what end, then, was the felAon to be continued? Mr. 
Dundas faid, he difclaimcd all perfonal conAdence in the 
MiniAer. Well entitlei as his right honourable friend was 
to fuch conAdence, he demanded only the conAitutional 
conAdeoce that inuA be given to every MiolAer, without 
2 which 
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which the bufinefs of executive goveroment could not be 
carried on. I'he Houfe had already given that confidence. 

They had allowed an armed negotiation to go on for two 
mouths, without interruption, except from the repeated 
call of ‘certain gentlemen to difclofe the circumftances of 
the negotiation, which the Houle had very properly refilled. 

That it was not the prero^tive of the Crown to engage 
in war without the advice of Parliament, Mr. Dundas faid, 
he fliould lie as ready to maintain as any man, but the prero* 
gative of proroguing Parliament was not to be controuled^ 
unlefs the ground oF controuling it was pointed out. The 
King might often be unable to explain the circumllances 
which led to war, till war aAualiy commenced. If hia 
Minillers advifed him to prorogue Parliament to avoid re¬ 
ceiving its advice, they became refponfible for what they did, 
and mull give an account of it at the proper tune; but the 
hypothetical cafes, put by the right honourable gentleman, 
did not, and could not, pi event the exercife of that preroga¬ 
tive. There was nothing at preienl to malce the Houfe 
more jealous of It, than on o*her occafions, when it was ex- 
ercifed without quellion. 1 he right honourable gentleman 
had faid, that the refult of the negotiation mull be known in 
a week or two. How did he know, Mr. Dundas aiked, that 
it might not continue three, fix, or eight weeks: and wai 
Parliament to be kept fitting for fuch an indefinite period ? 

It was difficult, he (aid, to refill appeals to men's paffions on 
the rights and privileges of Pailiament, when enforced by 
fuch powers of eloquence as the right honourable gentleman 
polle^d. They were flattering to their leprcicntatives; 
but they mull not be allowed to interfeie with the known 
prerogatives of the Crown, unlefs wheie an adequate caule 
was ro.'ide out. Mr. Dundas concluded, with obfii vlng, that 
admitting all the right honourable gentleman's premifes, his* 
conclufion d d not follow. Theie might be many cafes 
which would make it not only proper, but necellary, to de¬ 
clare war, without the previous advice of Parliament. In 
cafes of particular emergency, in cafe of invafion, or appre- 
henfion of invafion. His Majefiy was empowered to aflemble 
Parliament within fourteen days. There was now the fame 
checks on every exercife of the prerogative, that there had 
been for a century pall. 1 here was no particular reafon to 
dread its bein^ abufed; and confcqucntly thcr' could be no 
ground for laving extiaordinary lellraints upor it. 

Mr. H'lndham faid, the propiirty and neccfii»y of voting Mr. 
the adcltefs had been fo forcibly urgpd to the Houle by his Windlinu 
right honourable fiiend, that he^Peti^rt’d nothing could he 
added to his arguments. He could not in tbe fame manner 
compliment the right honourable gentleman, who attempted 

to 
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to infwier theOi> on liis fuccefs. He appeared to be in tho 
aukward fituation of feeling himielf called upon to faj fome- 
thingy when, in truth, he had nothing to fay. Mr. Wind¬ 
ham faid, he fympathized with his (Mr. Dundas’s) zeal in 
fupport of his right honourable friend, (Mr. Pitt), but he 
could not congratulate him on the effort it had produced. 
Mr* Windham called on the Houfe to compare the anfwer 
with the argument. They were told that tl^y were not to 
interpofe with their advice on ordinary occaGons. Was this 
an ordinary occaGon, when the country was, for any thing 
he knew, on the brink of being involved in a ruinous war? 
To the King, they were told, belonged the prerogative of 
declaring war, but they had a check on the exercife of that 
prerogative. They wore then told that the King had the 
undoubted prerogative of proroguing Parliament; and thus 
by the exercife of the two prerog<rtivcs, they were to be de¬ 
prived of the means of exercifing that check and controul, 
which it was admitted they poffeffcd. They were left to the 
flow and precarious punifhment of the Minifter, which, 
after all, could not remedy the mifehief that called for pu- 
niihment, and were totally deprived of the means of pie- 
vention. What anfwer were they to give to their conftitu- 
ents, when afleed what care they had taken of their inter'^fts ? 
Were they to fay that they had been giving their conGdeiicc 
to the Minifter, on an affurance that when their advice be¬ 
came neceffary, all the circumGances were to be explained to 
them ? This mull; naturally lead to a fecond quellioii— 
When you knew that your advice might he wanted, why 
did you fufier yourfelves to be difperfed almoft at the mo- 
*• ment when that advice could be given with effedl?” To 
this he feared no anfwer could lie given. 

^ Mr. Sheridan in fupport of the motion, faid, that well as 
Sheridaa. honourable gentleman was entitled generally to the 

praile of ability, he certainly had not on that occaGon ad¬ 
vanced any argument which could make it neceflary for him, 
or any gentleman, to rife, efpecially after the clear and ex¬ 
plicit anfwer of his right honourable friend. There was no¬ 
thing to reply to; nothing to refute; a convincing proof 
that the motion which had been made fo ably, and in the 
fupport of which his right honourable friend (Mr. Fox) had 
wielded his Herculean club, was unanfwerable. iMl the pu¬ 
ny efforts of the other Gde to reGG the blows of that club, 
ferved only to expofe them more to the eyes of the Houfe in 
the unequal coniluG. They were exhauGed of argument. 
But his right honourable friend was not exhauGeJ. His rich 
and fruitful mind had produced the new and irreGGible argu¬ 
ments which they had heard, and which, whatever might be 
the vote, had given convi^ion to every thinking mind in 
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the Houfe. But the oppoGte fide of the Houfe, Mr. Sheri* 
dan faid, were not only exhaufted^ hut ttred-*>They were 
tir^ of being compelled to Gt and hear accufation; which 
they could not refute; tired of enduring the fcourge, and of 
being obliged at the fame time to kifs the rod ; tiied of their 
own fupporters, whole clumfy defences ferved not only to ag¬ 
gravate tlieir fufiering, but to difguft their tafte. And thus 
exhaulled and fpiritlefs they fat in dejedled Glence, and left 
the field to their conquering enemy. Ever till now, he faid, 
the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had at leail; made 
the ihew of ingenuity ; he had always faid fomething in vin¬ 
dication of the meafures he had taken, or in fupport of the 
confidence which he claimed. But now he looked round 
with a fupplicating eye, and prelTed allies into the fervice, 
fiom whofe aid, however, he did not profit, and whofeex- 
cufes even be was forced to deprecate. Such was the fi- 
tuation in which the oppofite fide Good, and with fuch com¬ 
plete triumph were the arguments of his hononourabls 
fiiends to go forth into the countrv. 

• He could not. however, fay, Mr. Sheridan continued, 
that there had been nothing new advanced on the oppofite 
fide. The right honourable gentlemen had told them two 
pieces of important information; the one good, and the 
other bad. The had point was, ** that it was utterly impof- 
** fible for him to fay, when the aimed negotiation might be 
concluded, the anfwer might come in a week; but it might 
<< be a fortnight, a month, two months, or three months.’* 
Thus the Houfe was told that there was no reafon to be¬ 
lieve, that though Britain had aimed to give vigour, dig¬ 
nity, and effedl, to the negotiation of the Cabinet, they had 
no knowledge, or even conjeflure, of the time when it 
could be efi'eaua). This was l)&d news, as it proved that 
fiimnefs and decifion, which ought to be the natural compa- * 
nions of an armament, were wanting; and that though they 
had put the nation to all the expencr, and had committed its 
charadler to the eye of Europe, they had not fent a mefiage 
which mull draw frem the court of Rulfia a fpeedy and 
unequivocal anfwer. The point of information which he 
conudered as good news, was a difeovery which the right 
honourable gentleman had made, that in cafe of the appre- 
henfion of an invafion. His Majcily might convene the 
Parliament in fourteen days. He had imt been extremely 
accurate on the point; but it was his opinion, that if, when 
we had fent our fleet to the Baltic, it (hould be difeovered 
that there was an intention in the I'niprefs to invade this 
country, the King might exercifi' !.*« oindoubted preroga¬ 
tive, and convene the Parliament in fouiteen days. This 
opinion was important; for, as the right honourable gentle¬ 
man 
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man was going into the Cabinet} it was of confcquence to 
the Houfe to know, that they would have the recommenda¬ 
tion of the right honourable gentleman for this exercife of 
the power which nas veiled in the Crown. 

No man, Mr. Sheridan faid, was difpofed to deny tlie 
two prerogatives, of making peace and war, and of proro¬ 
guing Parliament, but he would make this unqualified de¬ 
claration, that the prerogative of making peaqe and war was 
not to be exeicKed without confuiting the two Houfes of 
Parliament, when they could be confult^d. The preroga¬ 
tive certainly ought not tobeexeicifed without fuch confulta- 
t«on, and he would add, that it could not, without material 
detriment to the Crown, and without indangerirg the beil 
intereils of the country. 1 he two Houfes were the heft 
and foundeil advifirs of the King; for though he pofiefied 
the advantage of a Privy Council (the leledlion of the 
Privy Council, called the Cabinet, was unknown to the 
conilitution) the true, and legitimate advifers which the 
Crown was bound to refei to, was the Commons and Lords 
Houfes of Parliament. It might happen undoubtedly, that 
the Qrown might be obliged, fiom external circumfiances, 
to declare war at the time he could not confult the two 
Houfes of Parliament. It was true, and it was a defefl in 
the conilitution. It was a calamity, Mr. Sheridan faid, to 
which therefore the nation might be occafionally fuhjedl. 
But would they cox et that fitnation by choice, which was a 
neceffity and a fault ^ Would they voluntarily put themfelves 
into a iituation in which they could not derive the fair bene¬ 
fits of the conilitution which was our boail ? Mr. Sheridan 
defired, tliat they ihould not be called on to make this facri- 
fice of their duty; he dtfired, that, that which was tbeir 
right, as truly as the prerogative of declaring war was the 
light of the King, namely the right of advifing the Ciown, 
might not be furrendered by their own fupinenefs, nor fuf- 
fered to be taken from them by the a^ of Miniilers. The 
addrefs to the Crown, which they had voted, faying gene¬ 
rally tliat they would make good the expcncei of the 
armament, was, in truth, an ui'hinited vote of credit; and 
this he averred was an n£l which the Commons Houfe of 
Parliament had no right to do, confillent with the compafl 
which fubfifted between them end their conilituents. j lie 
King, lie faid, rouil,not date to violate his compadl with the 
people. And in like manner the compafl between that 
Houfe and the people of Lngland was equally binding, and 
hv granting an unlimited vote of credit, they iiad done that 
which they had no do. If they ihoulJ l>e told that 

they ought not to require previous information, as the purfe 
was ilill left to them, Mr. Sheiidan faid, he denied the fa^l. 

They 
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They had furrendercd the purfe-ftrings. They were to be 
feparated and fent adrift, and the key of the itrong box of 
England was left in the hands of the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman* He was to draw on the public for what Turns he 
plcafed; nay, and without cvrr pledging him'elf that at any 
future time he would explain to the country what was the 
true meaning of his purfuit. 'What he had faid on a former 
day, in the way of promife, did not amount to what a 
learned gentleman (Sir Elijah impey) had faid, and it was 
more explicit than what the right honourable gentleman 
himfelf had recolledled. Something between the two, Mr. 

Sheridan faid, ftruck his memory, as being the aflertion. It 
was evident that the promife which he had made on the aflair 
of the Spanifh armament, and which he had broken, had 
taught him prudence, and he w. s now cautious how he pio- 
miied to give them any fatisfadion at any time. On the 
Spaniih armament, he had diredly piomifed them to explain 
the whole of the negotiation. Jlut on its clofr, not one expla¬ 
nation had been given—If he had k‘'pt his word, he would 
have convinced every gentleman of the im|<olicy, injuftice, 
and folly of that whole meafure. Mr. Sheridan concluded, 
with obfeiving, that the experience of that armament ought 
to make them cautious on this. And he thought, that they 
ought to come to a refolution, declaiing that the Houfe 
fliould receive from Minirtcis at a future time, a full and 
explicit dilclofuie of all ciicumllances of this armed negoti¬ 
ation, that they might be able to judge of the policy and 
wifdom of the meafure, on whicli, without explanation, 
^llniilers had demanded the confidence and the money of 
the people of England. 

Mr. Afartln faid, that if Parliament had not been fitting, Mr. 
the negotiation would have been o\er a month ago, and we Maitia. 
fhould have been nov/ at war. He would vote therefore fpr 
the addrefs. • 

The Houfe divided on the queftion, 

/X/c, Noes, 170. 

Adjourned at twelve o'clock. 

I) itlay^ yl June, 

Mr. Rofe prefented at the Par of the Houfe thr* paper which 
was moved for by Mr. Sheridan containing Mi. Holland’s 
llatemcut of the fum expended on Cailtori Houfe and the bal- 
lance remaining, &c. 

Lord faid. he fhould trouble the Hoiile with a Lord 

very few words pievious to the motion he propefed to offer, ShifficU. 
and of which he had given notice yefterday. He intended to 
move for a Committte, not only to inquire into the expen¬ 
diture of the money voted for Carlton Houfe, but alfo to 
* VoL. XXIX. 4 K confider 
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confider tbe proceedings of tlie Hoafe on that fubjed. If the 
Committee ftould be appointed, he thought it would appear 
to that Committee, that the fums voted were not, at the 
time, fuppoied to be the whole that would be wanted to 
compleat and furnifh Carlton Houle. '1 hat the money 
voted hid merely palled through the han Is of tlie fcrvani's of 
tbe Prince of Walts to the p'rlons employed at Caihon 
Houfc, and that his Royal Highnels wiflicd the pro’er 
officeisot the Clown to iupci intend tlie whole of the bufi- 
ncf., .’>id to rontioul th’ f V|H.nuituic of all ihe money voted 
by PailiarafUttar t»ehu'ldiig md lii’nifliingl’arlton Houfe. 
Ills Loidihtp added, that it wo’ild appeal alio that his 
Royal Highnels was. mudi d'llrclLd^ by expcives incurred 
rcfpcflipg a Palace, winch was the piopei y of the Ciown 
and not of the Pi inn*. 1 le »1) n moveu, that a Committee 
“ W ai pointed to tx mino, \ hcthti the rcl dution of this 
“ IJoute ielpe£ii'g (’arlton Ijouk. has bun (oinphed with, 
and aUv> to mpirt irlj/f‘ii g (h ip,die iticm of the money 
“ sotedfor the additioits to, and the turn flung of, that 
I 'uie. ’ His I ordlliip tuui i.id, that to explain mute 
li I'v I ispurpolc, ln,lh(;'i!d itala niw>»^ion, vsh ch he ihould 
with topiopofe it the i<i<u ft the ( cmin ttee fliould be, 
what he thought it Idelv to he; “ ll ae clhmate of the 
** IRC'llarv f^xpcncc, otco.ipl .tii.g and ruimfliiiig C'urlton 
*• Houle, Ihuuld he 1 xul bth 1 tha*^ • 'ou c, and ihat luch 
“ uxpenre h^mg atcf itain«,t’, the coinph ii np ami fumifliing 
** Ihould proc* ! uiult-i thed'iitfl'on <t the Roaid of Woik*, 
** orct luch otnceis vs His ' i.’jiliy may plta^t to appoint.” 
Ml. Put, Mr. Chanc 1 or J'l t conceived that the niton of the 
noble land appl ej to iwo i Siidls; hiilto whether the re- 
iolution oi the Houlv. h id luf 11 cou'j he 1 with; and iccondiy, 
wh‘thei the mo.Kj, wliieh hid been iflued in conl..quence 
of that ietoluti(»n, h'd bieii I'pphcd to the put pole tor which 
It was granttd T heie w s m acci unt alre 'dy befcMe the 
Houle fliewing how rjuch nio'i y hul h en^fiuvd. andthcie- 
tore he conct ived th it the in Jl olveil ot the motion was un- 
neeeffaiy. Av to iht tteond pait otthcmition thcie ap- 
pe.utd to him to be no leifon ti r uigmg it. 

Mr, Mr. ShriJan faid, heetnrdfttd h r Holland as a public 
Sh.iidan. accountai't, and w as ot opinion that both p nts cf the motion 
oi the noble J Old weie highly proper, Imce he thought it 
incumbrni on the Houle to 11 Ainite* aivinqu ry. 

Mr. Put. Mr. Chancellor Pitt wiflu'd to know on what ground 
the Houfe could inflitute luch an iiijuay^ If any perfon 
could declaiefrom authority that luch an inquity wa«> agree¬ 
able to the font imcnts ot his Royal H*ghnets the Pimce of 
Wales, he would not icfi^as. lie begged leave to P'*c, 
that from the beginning of the tianiacUon to the 1 “tent 

me mcnr. 
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moment, His Majeily’s Miniilefs had not' confidered them- 
felves as at all refponfible for the money, which had ifiued 
to the 1 reaiurer of lus Royal Highnefs, and over which the 
board of Trrafury had no controul. 7 lie money was idued 
to his Royal Highnef’s Treafurer, and it was left to his 
diicntion to lay it nut in the way that might be moll agree¬ 
able to his Roy il Highnefs. Mr. Pitt alked, whether theie 
was not andl>je(^ion in point of delicacy to inijuire into the 
fuhjet^? At any rale he did not lecolledl to have heard any 
ground allcdged for the motion. 

Ml. Fo-^ thought the inquiry ought to be gone into, and, Mr. Fo*. 
he believed, there was not the leafl objeftion on the part of 
his Royal Highnefs, to the molt minute examination of the 
fttbjed. When Pa’lnment voted money for building 
Carlton Hoafe, he thought it material to the honour of the 
Houfe of Commens, that it Hiould not be applied to any 
other purpefe, and that the money Ihould h \e been lulfici- 
ent 10 have comphted the puipolf’for which it wis voted. 

It was not creditable to that Hrufe, ibat a fpccific thing was 
voted to be done foi his Royal flighii' Is, and that afterwards 
that thing fliould not he don“. 

Mr. Dun l<,\ t xp ell d l.is icl 'fiance at fpeaking upon the MuDur- 
fubjefl; he howevei could not icAiain himfelf from giving das. 
his opinio 1 upon it. He perfectly rccolledled, lie faid, the 
original queA on which give iileto th u debate, four years 
ago a pro| olition was brought toiward for the payment of 
the debts of hiS Royal Highnefs, and there was th-n a funi 
included on account of Carlton Houfe. He wiflied, there¬ 
fore, to alk whether any gentleman had underftood, that 
the money then voted would not be fulHcient for hniHiing 
Carlton Houle ? A^li. Diindas laid, he did not like the way 
in which the bufinef'. was then btought foiw'id. 1 o tHe 
motion, in its prefent Hiape, he felt a diicfl: objcdlion, fince 
it did not appear toll m thewi> m which a bulmefs of that 
fort ought to comebtfoi e the Houfe. Could any man under- 
fland, thatafarthei lum wis necellaiy for finilhing Cailton 
Houfes without afielh application to Pailiameiit? it had 
been Hated by a right honounible gentleman (Mr. I 01) that 
5000]. only had been allowed for furniniing Cailton Houfe. 

That, however, was a miAake; becaufe the 5ccx>l. was 
given for finiAiing the futnilhing (f it. This, like every 
other meafure, Mr. Dundas contended, ouglit to have been 
brought forward, not in an indiiefl, but m a fur, open, and 
manly wav before the Houfe 

Mr, Pow s alked if a Committee were appointed, and on Wr. 
inquiry It Ihould be found that the money vot'-d was dtly Powj*. 
applied, but had failed in completing the purpoie, whether 
7 , they 
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they would not grant a farther fum for completing the 
work? 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, when ao^cxDol. was voted on 
account, His Majefty was not fure that the whole of the fum 
ftated in the eftimate (35,0001.) was neceifary, and whether 
fomefavings might not be made; but it was afterwards not 
thought proper to make any redudlion, and it was deemed 
moft advifeable to iflbe the whole fum. Knowpig this to be 
the fa6%, Mr. Pitt declared, that it was his peculiar duty to 
bear teilimony of that fa6b to the Houfe, and, he faid, he 
could not confent to vote for mote money on the fubjed, with¬ 
out full explanation. 

Mr. Fox replied that he very much doubted whether any 
fpecific fum was ever mentioned within thole walls. He 
had not the fmallell recolleftion of it, although he dared fay 
it was true, llnceit was ftated by the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman. Mr. box faid, it was not honourable for the 
Houfe to vote money for a particular purpofe, and then not 
efieft that purpofe. The right honourable gentleman had 
faid, he would do nothing till he had the fulleft explanation. 
Mr. r ox confidered it as a duty incumbent on the Houfe 
to confidcr tins fubjedl as a little feiious. He had no doubt 
but that every Member of the Houfe had a proper attach* 
nient and telpeft for his Royal Highnefs, and would fee the 
propi lety of fomething more being done. 

Mr. Powys explained. 

Mr. Ryder objefled to going into a Committee. 

Sir fP. Dolben obferved that Carlton Houfe had been the 
reiiden<£of his Royal Highnefs^s grandfather and the Prince is 
J>owager, who had made improvements, but never called on 
Parliament for money Sir William thought it was propet 
that there Ihould be a place fuitnble to his d^ignity for the re* 
lidence not only of the Prince of Wales but of a Prince of 
\Vdiles; and if it weie fairly done, he would not objedf to any 
reafonable fum; hut he wifhed the Houfe to remember, 
that the money vo*ed for every ftated claim was fqueezed 
from the hard hands of the laborious and moR induRrioua or* 
del of the people. 

Mr. explained tha" CatIton Houfe was the Icafehold 
property of the King, fot foutteen yeats, and then it fell tp 
the Crown. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt propofed an amendment to the mo* 
tion of Lord bheifield by moving, that thrfe words fhould be 
left out of the motion, “ to examine whether the .efolution 

of (hiv Houfe has been complied with.” This amendment 
was earned. His Lordihip^s motion then remained in this 
ihape, ** That a Committee be appointed to examine re* 

fg^fling 
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fpefting the application of the money for the additions to, 

« and furnifhing of, Carlton Houfe.” 

Mr. Harrifon did not conceive it poflible for any objedlion Mr. 
to be made to the motion, and he thought that they ought Hurifon. 
to go into a Committee to fee whether the money had been 
properly applied. He faid, as he underftood it was the 
I’rince of Wales’s wifh that the application of the mo¬ 
nies Ihould be inquired into, he would give the motion his 
fupport. * 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt and Mr. Dundas were both of opi¬ 
nion that very ferious doubts were to be entertained whether 
the motion ought to be granted. They believed it was al- 
nioiV without precedent to have a Committee of that fort, 
unlefs they knew explicitly that the motion was delired by 
his Royal Highneis the Piince of W ales. A motion more 
difiefpefiful could not be made, Mr. Pitt faid, unlefs it had 
his Royal Highnefs’s confent. He faw nothing elfe to coun- 
teibalance his obje£lions on the face of it. Unlefs therefore 
fome gentleman would get up and jiledge himfclf that it was 
the Prince’s wilh, he mull objcdl to it, and he did not know 
but he ihould go beyond his duty as a Member of Parliament 
to agree to it even under any ciicumllances or any explana¬ 
tion. 

Mr. n^mdham faid, he was the laft peifon to fufpefl any 
mifappheation of the money voted for Carlton Houfe, but Wmdham 
they ought to know how the money already voted had been 
applied. 

Mr. Noe’ Edw-irds thought it was highly proper to inllitute 
an inquiry on the fubjefl. 

Mr. Chancellor Bitt alked if the honouiable gentleman had p];i^ 
any inllru£lion from the Prince to declare it to be his wi/K 
that the application of the money fhould be inquired 
into. * 

Mr. Windham faid, certainly not. 

Mr. Shfiidan heie read a letter from Lord Southampton 
to Mr. Pitt, one of the papers piefented tliat day, from 
which it cleaily appeared that his Royal I li ,Imefs the Prince 
of Wales was extremely dellrous that an inquny iliould 
be made, andthe whole application of the money fully inveili- 
gated. 

On that ground, tlie Chancellor of the Excliequer agreed 
to a Committee. 

The Committee confilleJ cf the following gentlemen ; 

Lord ShelBeld, I.oicl J. Ruflrl, Mi. Dundas, 1 ord Aplley, 

Mr. C.Townfend, Sn W. Dolben, Mi. P. ^^.iifon, Mi. 
Anfiruther, Mr. Bailard, Mr. 'PuUeney, Mr. J. Smith, 

Mr. HulTey, Mr. N. Edwards, Mi. Fox, Mr. Pitt, and 
M r. Sheridan. 


The 
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The order of the day being read for the Houfe to refolve 
itfelf into a Committee, on the Report of the Sele£lt Com¬ 
mittee appointed to examine the feveral papers relating to 
the public Income and Expenditure, Mr. Jolliffe took the 
chair. 

Mr. Mr. Sheridan rofe, and laid, he rejoiced that they were 

Sheridan, now in a form to examine with accuracy, whether his alTer- 

tions and predictions on ilie Rite of the firinces, or thofe 
of the Chnicrllor of the Exchejuer, had been verified by 
faCls and events, 7 he Committee need not be alarmed at 
the iiumkr oftherefoiations which he mta »t to move (forty) 
although they were, he heh one tor eveiy Member pre- 
fent; b^'canfe, htmg f »nndrd on the reports of the Revenue 
CoMunit'efs of lyS.aid -t rejined but little argu¬ 
ment to tupport t)« ni. It w's cn''''ciriry, lie faiJ, for him 

to pifcf'' on the attention of t’l' C nmnttce, that no fubjeCl 

could be mo c impoitinr, ih'ii w.ji-ther or n-'t Pailiament 
was doing i*"? d ify to the on the fi ■'tc of ’ho finances; 

wa« exhib t nn; a Hue ’cooi iit of thur aCliul iituatnn, and 
watching iitii »veiv cm I'l i hintc in the 1* te pt rnd expen- 
ditureof the mom y levud oiripp iplc, with tiio attention 
that theirdiiLy toth ii co nli u ntsii.i|uii( d. 

Expiiicnccfl'e vtd, ih'i •’M V ciiciimftapces of domeflic 
economy, in'shrli n.ttioi.s w - iiimeily intaefied, the pa- 
tiiotilin of thfii lulii”, aid‘. c’uta^tus of tins or that 
great man, weic hcconjing iluly ot I > 1 iiportince, except 
the managenenl of |>j!»]ic ni 11 , 1 1 the mode of taking it 
from the p 1 pi . Wh n Ii' to n 1 . 1 ih fi •< luj, he could 
not but be lui pi lied at the c lo In J r * the H *ule of Commons, 
on a lubjciR to which lu though*- *-hev coni 1 nor he too at¬ 
tentive. Inlltad of attention h * ad ohUrvul, for many 
years, arcmifint'*. winch was *ai fioin cred,table. I’lom 
the examination of public k''Ol*j ^ »li ) 1 lined to flirink as 
from a talk, which was ei Jici not within then province, or 
above their coinpiehenllon. Rc’enuc regulations and tax 
hills they appeaiev, tor ni'i ei as thing* which they were to 
vote on confidence in the Mimfi i, nolwilifiaiuling the 
multitude of piovillons winch they geiieiallv conMined, by 
almoR eveiy one of which the Iibeit> of ibe lnbj«»< 5 t was more 
or lefs connedfed. In conlHjucnct- of tlii’. confidential care- 
Itfliiefs, Mr. Sheiida'i faui, nebad nevei been able to get a 
tax bill printe 1 , though h** h 1 1 often attemptc I ir, an attempt 
in which be was p-i'iiiihd he niuft at length lucceed; for it 
was nor to be bflicvid that tb® Houf-* would pcrlevere in 
piffing f.ills, con iinni a •gi“ir variety of important and 
complicated clwiihoiii taking tho uidinary means to 
comprehend and uitdciiland them. 


It 
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It was not a little extraordinary! he faid, tlxat when they 
had appointed a Sele£l Committee to examine and revife the 
report of the Committee of 1786, on the ftate of the public 
revenue and expence, when the Committee of 1791 had made 
an eftimate of the probable expence of the future peace eftah- 
lidiment! exceeding the eUin/a’^-of jlvr Ccmmjnee of 1786 
by half a million! thur the Lluufe )ui! received that eltimate 
without alking a fingle queftion refpecUng the enufe of the 
increafe; and had voted fupplics for the peace eflubliniment 
of the current yeJir, indcpeiulent of the armament, exceeding 
the increafed ellimnte by 8oOtCOol, without a fingle reafon 
ailigned why the peace ellahiifhmcnt of 1791 Ihould be 
greater than that of future years wasexpedled to be. It was 
equally extraordinary that the Committee of 1791 told the 
Houfe that the revenue had riicn half a million above the 


eilimateof 1786, and that the permanent expence had rifen 
above the eftimate in tl.e fame proportion ; fo tiiat all the 
produce ot new taxes, of .irhiiraiy and opprcflive irgulations, 
of the unjullifiahlr extenrion of tl>e Kxcife laws fince 1786, 
had gone co the fopport of new eftahlilhment'-’j and not to the 
•reJuflion of the public debt. It was not the duty of the 
Seleit Committee to inquire into the increafe of the eftab- 
liihments. 'J hey had, however, made an eilimate of it in 
their report, and fuch was the relult of it. The Houfe had 
received it without thelcaft lurprile. ^^\re an hillorian to 
give an account of the alKnrs of Kurope fince 1786, in his 
Chapter of Finance, alter detailing the lltuation of other 
States, he might naturally fay, “ sVhen we look to Great 
Britain, after the iii(|uiry tiiat fhe had inllituted, and the 
principles of economy that fhe had laid down, we mull: fup- 
pofe that file was availing heifelfof the quiet of her only 
formidable rival, and tiie fecuritv which fhe confequently 
enjoyed was employed in reducing lier eftahlifltment, and 
applying her increafed revenue to cnnqvser the only enemy ' 
Ihe had to dread, her national de!'t.” Inllead of this, we 
had been increahng all the means of ilcfence in proportion as 
our f«curity incrLafi d ; and our Alinift^rs had thought it 
their duty to look oilt lor new enemies, when France ceafed 
to be the ohji:(£l of our dread. Mr. Sheridan faid, he had 
heard the extraordinary incr'-afe cf the revenue, exulting!y 
ilated by an honourable gentleman (Mr. Steele) Ijcfore Chrifl- 
inas; in oppofition to which, xVJr. Sheridan faid, he had then 
afTerted, that the average receipt, fince 17S6, did not amount 
to the eilimate of 178), and the report of the Committee 
now proved the aflertion. In tliat average, he could not in¬ 
clude the receipt of the lafl: year, bccaufe he had not the ac¬ 
counts of it before him. But headhiitted, that it had hteii 


great. 
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;re3t, and ihould^ by and by, explain from what circum- 
tances. 


The Committee of 1786 found the annual 
amount of permanent taxes at 
They had ellimated it at 
It produced in 1786 


^.12,042,697 

i2,797>47i 

”,836,531 


Falling ihott of the edimate • - 960,940 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, continued Mr. Sheri> 
dan, whofe bufinefs it was to raife public credit as high as he 
could, that he might lofe as little as pollible of his own, 
refolved to get rid of tiiis deficiency, and to ferew up the 
annual receipt by every poflible means. It was highly proper 
to do this ; but it ought to have been done openly, on a fair 
ilatement of the caufe, indead of being done by what was 
called regulation of taxes, which were in many cafes new 
taxes, and other indire£l methods. 

Tt was a falfe principle that tlie true date of the finances 
was not to be told to the Public. Being once faiily and bo-. 
nedly dated, and open and avowed means provided to re* 
move any deficiency, public credit would iiicreale with pub¬ 
lic confidence. As one indance of indire<^ icvenue, the af* 
feded duties on pretence of fiauds and evafions, were trans¬ 
ferred from the Excile to the Stamp Office; and indead of the 
vlual mode of prefuming <'veiy man to he innocent till he was 
proved guilty, every nan was prefumcvl to be a defaulter, 
who could not prove that he wai» not. Under the threat of a 
ligorous and expenfive Exchequer procefs, it was adumed 
that no man had paid at the Excife Office, and ail were 
called upon to pay at the Tax Office. Thofe who had paid 
and had miilaid their receipts, or who did not like trouble, 
could not apply .at thv'Excife Office, as they were told they 
might do, to have tlie payment made there returned, and by 
this mode a confiJerable fum was obtained, but certainly in 
.1 very unfair way of taxation. Something fimilar to this 
happened when 10 |rer cent, was added to the adefTed duties, 
as part of the ways and means, for the expences of theSpa- 
iiifh armament. About thice months after, the Colle^or 
came at Lady Day, and demanded 10 per cent, not fur a 
quarter, hut for a whole year. With jud as much pro¬ 
priety, in point of princ'ple, might he have demanded it for 
ten ycais. All thefe indiredi modes of raifing money did 
harm. Retrofpedlive taxes deprived the confumcr of the 
option which he ought to have, of udng or not ufing the 
thing taxed; they infulied the feelings of men, and taught 
them to confider taxes not as a fair and necedary contribution 
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for the public benefit, but as a harfli and uncxpc 6 iei impo<^ 
fition. 

Theavciage of 1786 and 1787 was - ^.13,295,663 

I^is than the eAini.ite by - - 501,808 

The average of 1786, 87, 88, was - 12,^.08,092 

Lefs than the eftim.ite by - - 3 - 9 » 37 ® 

The average of i;86, b;, 88, 89 - - *2,653,537 

Lek than thcweilisnatc by - 143,934 

Thus all the accounts in which the great increafe of the re¬ 
venue had been blazoned forth, for lour years, had been cir¬ 
culated for the purpofe of deluding the Public, and obtaining 
an eafy concurrence to theptogreflive increafe of annual ex- 
pences. 

Theaveiageof 1786, 87, 88, 89, 90 - 879,308 

Exceeding the eftimate by - - ^*>^37 

If the calculation, Mr. Sheridan faid, were made on the 
amount of the permanent taxes, and the Ian I and malt, the 
refult would be ftill more unfavourable to the eilimate of the 
Committee of 1786. That Committee, befnles the taxes on 
which they calcula'ed, pointed out various additional aids, 
fr> that the Public had a right to cxpii^ a confiderabic iurplus 
above their cilirnate. I'he Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
not bt en fpnrlng of regulations; he had modified and amended 
tax bills with all the effeiSI of new taxes, and extt nded the 
odious fyAem of Excife, and yet, with all thefe helps, the 
avenge produce of the revenue, lince that eflimate was 
made, gave only the inconfiderable excefs above Hated — 
Gentlemen niufl own, that there never was a petiod more 
favourable to the increafe of the revenue in all its branches, 
or than which a more favourable could he expedilt^. Now, 
in the produce of 1790, which alone had fav^ the credit c^f 
the Committee of 1786, even in appearances, there werecir- 
cumHnnees which contributed to Avell the amount that could 
not beexpefled to be permanent. The produce of the fifty- 
third week, which came in only once in fix years, was 
193,0001. By the additional duties on fpirits, impofed be¬ 
fore Clirifimas, about ioo,oool. had been brought into the 
account of that year, which was only an anticipation of the 
receipt of the next year. The duties on fpirits exceeded 
what they produced in 1786, by 500,000!. There was alfo 
an extraordinary increafe on tea, wood, and tobacco. It had 
always been admitted, that putting tobacco under the Excife 
laws, would increafe the revenue for a fhort time; but it was 
denied that the increafe would he permanent. It remained 
to be ‘een whether it would be fo or not. The Committee 
•£1791 faid the increafe of revenue might be relied on, be- 
VoL. XXIX. 4 L caufe 
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caufe it was on articles of general confuinpiion. The ar« 
tirles ftated Were fo, but oA many other articles of g>'neral 
confumption there appeared, fiom the accounts, to be a de- 
creafe. In the two laft years, 240,000!. had been taken out 
of the hands of the Keceiver Geneml of the CuAoras, which 
was confideredas a floating balance not likely to be diminiih* 
ed ; but whether dltniniihed or not, it could not come in aid 
of future years. 

On looking at thefe, and other articles, Mr. Sheridan faid, 
he did not think that the receipt of 1790 would be perma¬ 
nent. The feled^ Committee had very pioperly diflruAed 
the receipt of that year, and founded their eftimate on an 
average of three years. As he meant to follow their report 
as clofely as he could, his refolutions were founded on that 
average. The expenditure lince 1786 exceeded, on an ave¬ 
rage, the calculation of 4 he Committee by about one million. 
This excefs had been defrayed by extraordinary aids, whi''h 
were now flrA propeily brought forward, and claflfed in the 
report of the feledl Committee. They amounted to fix 
millions; and by fo much fince 1786 had the annual expence 
exceeded the permanent annual income. From the account 
of extraordinary aids, the Committee excluded the Dutch 
loan; now if the inflalments by which it was repaid were 
paid into the hands of the Commiflioners for reducing the 
public debt, that exclufion would be proper; but as they 
were added to the ways and means of the current year, the 
repayments would be fpent while the annuity on which the 
principal was raifed, remained, and would be as much an 
addition to the public debt as any other whatever. He was 
not lefs furpi ifed, he faid, at another paiTage of the report. 
After A||ing the extraordinary aids, it added, ** From the 
**< nature of the articles, which have compoied th< fe extraor- 

dinary aids, it is evidently impoflible to form any eAimate 
** of what farther receipt may be expefted under fuch of 
“ ihofe heads, as can recur in future.” This Teemed to im¬ 
ply, that Ibme of thofe aids might be expe£led to be efficient, 
nr that fomething confiderable might be Aill expelled from 
tlie whole. He aflerted, that none of them could he efficient 
to any degree, except the lottery. The refpited arrears 
from the India Company, amounting to 522,^0!. being 
paid, could produce nothing for a future year. The arrears 
of land and malt due before 1786 had gradually diminiflted 
to a very fmall futn, and were now exhaulled. Of the im- 
preft monies an«l'monies repaid, amounting to 820,165!., 
Coo,OOOl. was received from the India Company for the ex¬ 
pence of troops in India. This ought rather to be conftdered 
as a loan than an aid, becaufe it was a claim which the Com¬ 
pany had always difputcd. A right honourable gentleman 
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(Mr. Dundas) had, indeed, faid, Let us get thi; money} 
“ and lee how they will get it backbut if there were not a 
ceitain raanagement, he would not fay, collufion, between 
Government and the Company, there could be little doubt, 
but that they w'ould get it back on the fair conflrudiun of 
the a£t of I'arliament, on which it was demanded. 'I'liis 
appeared to fwell the payments under that head for the lall; 
two years to a laige amount; but if it W'ere deducted, the 
produce of imjirell monies, and monies repaid, had fallen to 
nothing. 

I'lic repayments of the Dutch loan, Mr. Slieridan faid, 
,as he had already flicwn, inufl either be applied to the ex- 
tiix^if'n of debt, or thefum lent, added to the increafeof 
funded debt. The aimy favings, w'hich had arifen fiom the 
iiTues of the war, were no longer produflive; in Ihort, not 
one oi the heads of extraordinaiy aids could be looked to in 
future, except the lottery, if Parliament (hould think ht to 
C'tntinue it; and he fliould never tirnk the finances in a 
fioui ifhing fituation while fo mifehievous a fource was re- 
foi ted to. * 

Such being the future profpe6l of the revenue, what was 
theftatcofthe expenditure? The Committee of 1786 efti- 
inatcd the navy at i,8oo^oool.; the Committtee of 1791 
eftimated it at 2,ooo,cool. What confidence could the puh* 
lie give to fuch ellimates, when they faw fuch an increafe, 
without any reafon afiigned for it, and when they faw a fum 
voted for the current ycarconfiderably exceeding the highefl; 
eftimate? The Committee of 1791 had not fiated any time 
at which a peace efiablifhment, according to their eftimate, 
might be expeiEled; and in forbearing to do this, they had 
been wifer than their predecefibrs. He wifhed that Minifteis 
would try a peace eilablifhment, if it W'ere hut a year or two, 
byway of experiment, to fee how the circumilances of the 
country could bear it. The efiimate of the army in 1786, 
was 1,600,cool, in 1791, it was 1,748,842!. The ordnance 
in 1786, was 348,0001. In 1791, it was 375,000!. The 
noble Duke, at the head of the ordnanc<*, Hated fuch reafons 
for the increafe, as (hewed that new article's were always 
likely to arlfe, and that no eftimate was to be depended on. 
The noble Duke, who was a great economift, and had 
many qualities that fitted him for his department, if he were 
not fo great an engineer, added reafons to his eftimate, and 
then fliewed how little faith was due to it. 

Mr. Sheridan laid, that he had now run over the heads on 
which his lefolutions were (bunded; and he requefted, that 
when the Chancellor of the Exchequerjieard them moved, 
he would not negative or move the previous queftion upon 
them, unlefs he could (hew that they were falfe. He faid 
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tbisy becaufe he had moved r«fitluti<ms on the report of the 
CiJinmittee of i 86, which, though as clear in point of fa 61 , 
front the report, as that two and two make four, the right 
hcnuuiahle gentleman had negatived, on pretence that they 
contained fa£ls indeed, but fafls whiclt it was not necciTary to 
deplaie. It was hardly needful, Mr> Sheridan faid, to read 
the whole of them, becaufe thev were not a feries of logical 
i'vlu&ions, but independent fa£ls^ and he fhould move the 
firtl. • 

Mr. Pitt. Mr. Chancellor Pitt wifhed to hear the whole, becaufe 
the ohje£l of the Committee was not merely to inquire, 
wh* ther the i« fdutions were true or f.ilfe, but whether they 
weie material to declaring the Hate of the finances, as it ap« 
ptared in the »eport of the fele^t Committee. 

Mr JMr. Shaidan theji read his refolutiom-, with comments 

Shendan. on each. The lall, he faid, was an infrence ftom the 
whole, which, if true, it was a duty which thfy owed to 
their conilitueqts to declare. 

Mr. Pitt. Vft. Chancellor Pitt rofe as foon as the tefolutions had 
been read, and remarked, that in the manner in which 
they had been now read, it would be utterly impoflable, at 
the firft view, to enter into the variety of derail, or follow 
thefe refolution^ through the multipluity of calculations. 
At the f<tme time he expieflTed his defire that, they fhould un¬ 
dergo a full and fair diicuf&on. There were fome of theqi, 
he (aid, with which he agreed; othcis to' which he would 
diflent, but upon the general view, he did not think that they 
needed he put to the queflion; and the conclufion which he 
would draw from the whole would be eflentially different. 
He therefore wifhed, that for the prefent, the honourable 
gentleman would only move his refolutions, and leave them 
to be confidered. Mr. Pitt faid, helikewife was willing to 
Head the refolutions on the other fide, in order that gentlemen 
might be furniflied with the mf'^ns of comparifon, and he 
enabled to come fully prepared for the difeuilion. His ob- 
jed was to render (heflatement of the bufinefs fo plain, that 
every man in the country might be fully acquainted with ^ 
fubj^, in which certainly he was mofl materially interefled, 
the fituation of its finances. 

Mr. Rofe. Mr. Ro/e thought it would he beil to move the refolutions, 
' and have 0em printed; which, though not iliidlly regular, 
might be done by a general concurrence. 

Mr. Sheridan exprefied his affent to this method. 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox faid, he had no intention now to enter into de. 

Iiate, hut fomething had fallen from tlie right honourable 
gentleman, for which he was forry. With fome of the refo- 
liitions he had exprefled his agreement, to others hi» diffent, 
h4t that upon the general view he thought that they needed 

not 
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not be put to the queftion. Now he was of opinion, that 
every one of the reiolutionsof liis hononrahle friend ought to 
receive an aye or a no. 1 he public ought to be convinced 
wheihti thele relolutions weic iuppoitcd nieiely by theau' 
thonty of an indivul'ial, ci fuuinhd upon fafis. 

Ml Chancellor Put had no objeiftion to go into the detail; Mr Pit*, 
hut this, he fnd, was a point which n uft depend upon the 
dilcuflion that flioul I aftcrwaula t»\e nlace. In the nitan 
time, he did not think the lutboritj of one rdividual luf- 
iicient to call the Houfe to dcci le U} o i refolut ons, which 
were not, upon the gener 1 vuw, deemed ot importince. 

Mondiy lit leckoncd might hr a ht clij t >r the d fcuflion. 

Mr Pitt then ica lev en prop fition*, drawn, up by himfc'f 
and I ftv fuel d , who, lienuK had liken gitat puns with 
the lubicft. As to txtnordimr) expeiic<-s an 1 extnordi- 
n lyn^oinces ntiihfi oltltli, Mr 1 itt fiid, lieindtiken 
ji to ctnlidti ition. U it 11 ould lie thnuglit mcellaiy like- 
wiletohnn^ forw ird ihcfe, iluy wiuld lorn* two other re- 
lo'ufions. lie tiuiled now tint gciitl mrn, being in full 
pofltllion of ill tht matcrnlv of dilcuflion, would be cinblfd 
to conit to a dttided ronck fion on the lub t«Sf. 

Mr. For lolfc again and fiid, the cliief objeft was rot, tnMr. Foa# 
hi opinion, the icfult ihit the Hiuit would lotm, but 
w 1 ch the public at hi^je wt uld fo»m; for tlioiigl. they had 
not in common with theMimlnisof tlntliouit, theadvan- 
t igp to be drawn tiom the powt r of i ifoning i, on li.,ures, 
yet they ..ould eafily diflingiiifli vhit wt e i (Tsdcciltd 
upon bv the aut’ ority of the Houfe of Coiumors, and 
giound then cpinicn upon ihoft fu?s. He lepeated, that it 
was his earnelf wifh 2o have on evtiv piopofition adiftinfb 
affirmative or a diftnift negative 

Ml. Chancellor Pttt fiid, that he had no oIj( 61 ion tothofe Mr Pitt, 
fads which fliould lead to a concluhon. • 

Mr iilmidan faid, that his ohjeifl was rot ircniy to fiate Mr. 
fads and figures for the mfoiimtion oft e Hou^e and the ghendaa. 
country; he wanted likewile lomething to be done. He 
wanted the Houfe to difipprove of the exUaotdtnary expenoe, 
that the Minifter might be called on for an expl tnaiion. If 
the cxpence of the eflablilhments, hcobkived, Ihould ftill 
increaie with the revenue, a fyllem would be eflablifhed of 
the moll lav ilh prodigality. 'Ihe propohtions of the right 
honourable gentleman, he faid, were in general fair and ex¬ 
plicit; with the firll, howevei, be could not ron<*ur. The 
income of thefi five laft veais hao ■•ot exceed d thctAimate 
of tlie Committee of 1786; for they had aflerted, thitif 
certain laws were enaded fertile proted’on of the taxes, 
they would produce fo n ueb more. On tint oround he 
would negaljive the fiift refolut on. hty bit Idewife faid, 

that 
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that the extraordinary expences would be de/rayed by the ex¬ 
traordinary receipts: in this too they had failed, for a loan 
had become necelTai y. 

Mr. Mr. faid, he could not but feel fome alarm, as a 

ThorntoB Mffiber of the fele6l Committee, when the hortouiable 
gentleman g-^ve notice of his intention to come forwaid with 
thirty'f.ve icfolutions, partly grounded on the report of the 
Committee; he was happy, however, to hud that tlie whole 
fubjefl was to undergo a regular and deliberate difcufTion on 
Monday. 

At length theChaiiman was dire^led to report progrefs, 
and theCuminitiee wcie, upon motion inlheHoufe, oidered 
tofitagunon Monday. 

1^,.. Mr. Bcrtfeld was then called on from the Treafury fide 
^cnHcld. of the Houle to procted witlihis comments on the Eail-lnd.a 
budget, but he exculed hiinlelf hum enteiing upon a long 
detail of figures at that late hour, and lumed Tutfday next, 
which was agreed on. 

Mr. Fitt. Mr. Chancellor Pitt ohferved, tint as they had not any 
piivatebufinefson the table, he hoped, that on Monday and 
Tuefday, gentlemen would come down rally, andenUi up¬ 
on bufineisat four o^clock each day piccifeiy. 

The lloufe adjuuined. 

Mondayt (ithyune. 

The adjourned debate on Mr. Cecil’s Divorce bill, accord¬ 
ing to the order of the day, being tefumed, .iiid the queftiou 
being put, “ That this bill do pafs,” 

Mr.Bakcr Mr. Baker wifhed to call the attention of the Houfe to 
the bill then hefoiethem, in which there did not appeal to 
him to be fufRcient piotifioii made for Mi&« Cecil. Mi. 
Baker hated that Mrs. Cecil had brought Mr. Cecil a veiy 
large fortune, confiAing of an eflate of 6doo1. per annum, 
and many thonland pounds In cafh. That Mr. Cecil had 
run tliiougli the greater part of both. That dfter having 
come to the knowledge of one ciiminal faff, he had forgiven 
it, and imprudently delivered Mrs. Cecil into the hands of 
the adulterer. The latter faff, Mr. Baker faid, was not 
in proof before the Houfe, but he had heard itfiom a quarter 
which left no doubt within his mind of its authenticity. Mr. 
Baker remarked, that the Houfe, in the confideration of 
Divorce bills in general, paid too little attention to the pro- 
viiion for the lady, and as he could not but conclude, that 
when apprized of fuch fafls as he had {fated, in a cafe of 
A. and B. (or any indifferent parties, who were not of rank 
and expeffation in the country, from their near alliance to a 
noble ^rl), the Houfe would not pafs fuch a bill as the 
prefent, he was content with having done bis duty, and 

would 
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would leave it to the Houfe to adl as they thought pro* 
per. 

This gave rife to a Ihort debate. 

Mr. Ptwyj faid, what the honourable gentleman had ilatedy Mr. 
would have induced him to oppol'e the bill, had he not uifder- Powys* 
flood that a noble Lord had engaged to pay Mrs. Cecil an 
annuity of icocl. a year, and that (he was peihrflly contented 
with the bill as it flood at prefent. 

Sir George ijoward informet* the Houfe that he had the Sir Gc«. 
preceding day received a letter flora Mrs. Cicifs agent, Howard, 
acquainting him} that (he was perfe« 5 lly fatisfied with the 
provihon (he had already, and the annuity Lord Exeter had 
engaged to allow her of loool. a year. Sir George faid, the 
agent was in waiting ready to come to the bar of the Houfe* 
and give an anfwer to any queAions they might pleafe to put 
to him. 

Sir TVillmm Scott remarked, that there were in the cafe Sir Wnu 
three parties, Mr Cecil, Mrs. Cecil, and the Houfe, whofe Scott, 
duty it was to fee that proper provtlion was made fir the 
lady in the bill. Confent of parties. Sir illiam obferved, 
was always a circumAance of fufpicion in cafes of that na> 
ture, ami ought to operate rather as an alarm to the caution 
of the Houfe, than as a circumAance tending to fatisfy them 
that their duty was performed, he wifhed that the agent for 
Mrs Cecil might be called in. 

Mr. Grey was then called to the bar, and upon being 
queAioned by Sir William Scott, Sir George Howard, Mr. 
Sheridan, Mr. Baker, and Mr. HuAey, aAuied the Houfe 
that Mrs. Cecil gave her free confent to the bill, and was 
fatisAed with the intereA of feventeen thoofand pounds, 
which Aie was entitled to by her mairingr fettlement, and 
an annuity of lOOOl. which Lord Exetei had engaged to pay 
her and to fecurc on his eAate, in heu of her pin mone^. 

After fome faither converfation, and Mr, Giey being with¬ 
drawn, 

Mr. Fowkes, agent for Mr. Cfcil, was called in and ex¬ 
amined, when he conArmed what Mr. (irey had faid, and 
Aatcd that Lord Exeter h id engaged to fecure the annuity 
o(£. 1000 to Mrs. Cecil on eAates .it Jiis own difpofal, and 
in which he had a better intereA than being tenant for life, 
and that he, (Mr, Fowkes) was ready to give his under¬ 
taking for Mr. Cecil’s confent to fuch annuity being fccurtd 
on that part of Lord Exeter’s eAaie in winch he haU a joint 
intereA. 

Another converfation took place after Mr. Fowkes had 
withdrawn, when Sir John Ingilby preAed much for that be¬ 
ing done by the hill, which the rgents hid told them would 
be done by confent of parties. Sir John painted the hard- 
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Ihip of thecife on the pnrt of Mis. Ocil m ftro.ig colours, 
alleging that the efl itc (h > brought Mr. C< cil was a noble 
one, till he had diiTipiteil Inr tortune, thit the parks weit^ 
plouged up, the ti nbe c.. t duw«, a id the m the hands 
of Mr. C-eciTs cicditors. 

Mi*. Mr. iihet d n th )Ught with the honourable Baionet, that 
Sheridan. A claufe for the puipoie of Iccuring the annuitv of 1000I. to 
Mrs. Cecil (h^jld b*^ 11 ertid 111 the b 1 ', a .d therefore he 
Wiflipd the mutiuii weie with U iwn. ' 

The Ihe SpeuLr ihted, tut the qu^'dion had been put on a 
Spttker. former diy, aiul th<. debite on it adjourned, there was foine 
difficulty t eretore in the natter, is it was not ufual to w ith- 
diaw a motion that hid ipp ucd m the votes, it was a 
difficulty, howevir, which tl.u Houle could ceitainly fur- 
mount it It thought piopcr. 

This brought on a fli >rt quel''on o^ order, in which Mr. 
Powys, Mr. Role, and Mi. '‘•htridin, took part, but on 
bir Willnm Scott’s dtchring, t’it m the prelcnt inftince 
his dnubts hid been removed by what the Houfe had heard 
troin the agent , ind lint he w is i aly to give his confent 
to the bill, he, howevtr, would ftiioully recommend it to 
the. Houfe to piy more atteiitio 1 in future to the provifion 
made foi the female, in cales of divi ice, than they hid 
been accuitomed to do. 1 he i|ueilion was now put, when 
the Houfe divided; 

Ayes, 48; Noes, 2 x 

Mr. Mr. Benfield now rofe, and ohlcrved, that his objefl:, in 
Btnbdd. aiifwer to what Mr. Dund is had lateK Rated on thefubjed^ 
of Indian finances, was to move for a Committee to inquire 
into, and examine the grounds ot Mi. Dundas’s alledged 
Ratements; but as the advanced per od of the feffion ren¬ 
dered it highly nnprobible tint any fucb Committee Ihould 
be granted, or if granted, cou'd be cai ried into effedi, he 
would wave troubling the Houle any firtlier on the fubjedifc 
at prefent, but wait patiently till mother feffion, when, as 
»he matter was of infinite importance to the country, he 
hoped It would be taken up by fome abler hand, declaring, 
as he then did, that be that gentleman who he would, he 
fhould fieely command his bell illifiince. 

Mr Oio). Mr. Guy then rofe, and obferved, that from the period of 
the Itffion, It was peitedlly injpoflrble for the Committee ap¬ 
pointed to inquire into tl e ftaie of the different jails, &c. to 
make that progrefs thev had wiflied, or to do any thing ef- 
fedlual, till the next feffion of Parliament: he was, however, 
anxious to have it c’eaily and dillindlly underRuod by that 
Houfe, and the Public at large, that he did not mean to in¬ 
troduce any thing hke the piinciple of an infolvent debtor’s 
bat what he propoftd was upon other, and, be truRed, 

better 



A. 1791. DEBATES. 

better principles; upon principles as much calculated for 
the fecurity of the creditor as the relief of the debtor. He 
mentioned this, that thofe unfortunate men confined in the 
King's Bench, and other piifons, might not entertain 
groundlefs hopes of wliat was not likely to happen, and 
thence be induced to go into any imprt'per excefTes, as they 
had lately done, which could fc-ivu no purpofe upon earth 
but to hurt themfelves in the end, and defeat the very objeft 
they aimed aW in order that tlie Committee might be en¬ 
abled to proiccute thishufinel's with greater advantage in the 
next feflion, Mr.Gicy laid he would move, 

“ That there he pi epared, in order lobe laid before this 
** Houfe in the next feflion of Parliament, Li As of the names 
** of all the perfons who Ainll he conAned for debts on the 
“ lAday of Odlohcr, 1791, in the fcver.il prifons within the 
“ kingdom of England, the Principality of Wales, and the 
** town of Berwick upon 'l\vcc’d, diilinguifhing whether 
“ fuch perfons are lo conAiied in execution or upon inefiui 
“ piucels, andrpecif)ing the paiiicular fums for which fuch 
“ perfons atecliaigtd lefpeflivoly, and the times when they 
were fir A committed, and which of them are married and 
have children, as far as it can be done; and alfo fpecifying 
“ liow many of the faid debtors icct ive allowahces urrder the 
a(As commonly called the Lords Adis; and that, with 
luch liAs, there be alfo Ant an accornit of the greatcA 
“ rrurnherof perfons canfined for debt .rt any one period in 
“ each y^ar, fince the year 1780, in each jail, and how 
many dehtoish.ive died in each jail frnce the year 1780, 
** the amount of their debts refjjedlively, and the time for 
‘‘ which each was confined, and diAinguifhing the Courts 
out of which tlie procefs ilTued, and tor which fuch debtors 
“ arc confined.” 

Mr. Bmton faid, he was not gc'ieg to ohjcdl to tire motion, 
hut to propofe an amendment to it. W liat he meant was, 
that there fhould be added to the motion, an account, diAin- 
guifhing the Courts that ifiued the procefs, by which fuch 
perfons were confined. His reafon for this, Mr. Burton 
laid, was, becaufe theie w’ere fome Courts in the kingdom, 
that imprifoned for very fmall fums, and which Courts did 
not exiA clfewhere. Mr. Button complained of the extreme 
haidfhip of confining de' tors for Avcial years for very finiill 
fums. He mentioned an inAance which had Arllen under his 
knowledge, and which had happened in a princip.'tlity with 
which he had the honour to be connciSted, of a woman who 
had been detained in prifon, feme years, for a debt which otr- 
ginally amounted only to eighteen,pence, and which, by 
coAs, had Ireen mounted up to twelve pounds, till at la A her 
cafe had attradled notice, and Are was leleafed by a fubferip- 
VoL. XXiX. 4M tion. 
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tion* Other htnilar inftances might be mentioned. This 
evil} he thought, demanded a rt'redv; and thert^fore pro- 
pof^y as an amendment to the motion, << 'J'hat theic Ihould 
be laid before the Houfe the piocelles originally inJiituted 
againlt thofe debtors who were contined, Ac.” 
jMr.’Grey. Mr. Grey faid he was extremely obligee to tlie honourable 
gentleman for his amendment, which was added to the rao> 
tion. 

Mr. Grey next moved, “ That the faid order he fent to 
“ the Sheriffs of the feveral counties in En",hnd, Wales, &c. 
« and that copies of the fame be tianlmltted b) them to the 
** jailors and keepers of all the prifons where debtors arc con- 
“ fined within their refpediive counties.” 

Mr. Aid. Mr. Alderman Lc Mefurier expiefled a doubt of fofne dif- 
Le Mefu. ficulty refpe£ling detainers that were often lodged agiinll 
iicr. prifoners, and which prevented them from being difehargrd. 

He faid, he only fpoke of Newgate, the pra£tice of wliich 
jail he had become acquainted with, in confequence of hav¬ 
ing feryed.the office of Sheriff for London and Middle- 
fex. 

Mr. Grey. Mr. Grty faid, his motion was rather intended with a view, 
to obtain information from the diflant parts of the country, 
than from the metropolis. 

jVIr. Mr. Button ohferved that he was not fure whether the 
Burton, words of the motion were fufficiently extcnilve; in a great 
many counties there were inferior finnehifes, which had a 
local jurifdii^ion, and where prifoners weic confined for 
debt. He thought the words of the motion ought to be made 
extenfne enough to reach every jail, 

Mr. Mr. Mitford faid, he had intended this (cfllon to have 
Mitford. brought in a hill ill order to change the liw as practiced in 
forae of the Courts in Wales by repealing an adl that paff&d in 
thte reign of Henry VI 11 . 

Both Mr. Grey’s motions were agreed to. 

Mr. Mr. Hippejley rofe to make his proinifed motion, which 
Hippeflty he had withdrawn on a former day, refpedling the pay 
of the troops in India, which, he ohferved, in its confe- 
quences, was a fubjedl of as much importance as had been 
brought before the Houfe this felfion. His objeft was, 
to vindicate the juft claims, and ofier fome future fecurity to 
a valuable defeription of men, who had fought patiently and 
bravely under accumulated difficulties, and wliofe unprece¬ 
dented fuffeiings could h.* equalled only by th'* willing fpirit, 
the fortitude, and perfeveiance, which enabled them to a6l 
under them. That on the .fidelity and attachment of this 
defeription of men depended the exiftence of the Britifli em¬ 
pire in India. Mi. Hippefley ohferved. tiia" when he fttited 
the grounds of his preleiit motion in a former debate, a right 
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honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) thought it neceflary that 
vouchers ihould be brought to the feveral fafks, before it 
could be entertained by the Houfe: that in confequence, 
Mr. Hippelley had wiitten to (cveral ofhceis of rank, and 
the Pay mailer of tlie Southern army, in the laft war, whole 
replies he had piintcd and circulated among the Members 
of the Home. Mr. llippellLy had alfo laoved for the 
produ 61 ion of a I ♦^ter trom Colonel FuJlarton, Comman-* 
der m Cnie^ oi* tlu* Sm.thein arm^, to ‘the Ciovern- 
ment of Madras, ^^llich let’tr was on the table, from 
which Mr. ll-y read fone extra<T:s, ft.'ting, that 

the large arrears due 10 the troops, and othei gtiev’in<es, 
rendered it alinnft impi nfticaMc for oflirera to maintii i dif- 
cipline in their corps, happy if they could prevent mutiny 
among men, who, hi '."c and fai'litcl as tjiey undoubtedly 
were, could laidly h. reihained from chui.u'jr, wiien re¬ 
duced to procure fubfiftence, bv ielling their own children 1 
Such fadls, Mr. Hippelley ohfervKi, had fallen witliin his 
own knowledge, a" well as Colonel PulJar'on’s; anJ he fub- 
mitted to the feelings of the Houfe, whnl f^it of diftrefs that 
niuft be, when conflicting with the extreme att ichineut every 
nativ** of the Eaft la known to cheiifli for liis family. Mr. 
Hippefley then ftated the tcftimo'ies to the meiits and 
ferviccs of the ofheers of tl e India Company, whofe 
diltreftes had been little fhort of what had been endured by 
the native troops ; that they weie hibiiuatcd t« a<ft in emer¬ 
gencies with a facility that few fubordinaVe ofHrei» in Europe 
ever had a pnd'pcift of acquiring; tb'>t their zeal, knowledge, 
and ability, was ftrongly exemplified during the laftwnr; 
that their humanity had not been left conrpi>.uous than their 
judgement and difcretion, in foothing the luflferings of rlteir 
foldiers, relieving their wants, and r .ftraining, as far as pol^- 
fible, the well-giounded clamours of men, whom the public 
exigences had left in the extre nity of diftrefs. That Colonel 
Fullarton had alfo wifely obferved, that the Public Ihould 
ever be watchful and liberal to confirm the attachment of 
the fepoys; that by their good condmft, their fettlemcnts had 
hitherto been preferved; and to them muft we look for after 
ftability; let them receive the common juftice due to every 
foldier; let them be regularly paid, and enabled to ''uhfift theii 
families. Mr.Hippefley thcnproceeded to ftate rhe diftii.^ion 
which obtained, laft war, in the foutheni provinces, in the 
mode of paying the King's and Company’s troops, whofe me¬ 
rits were confeiTedly equal, but whofe treatment, with refpe^ 
to the payment, had been w'idely and painfully diffimilar. 
The King’s troops, in the garrifons and field, he could ftate 
from his own knowledge, were always paid their fubfiftence 
two months in advance, and in gold, purchafed generally at 

4 M a ' a ptv- 
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a premium for that exprefs purpofe, while the Company’s 
troops, on the fame duty, received their pay in the debafed 
cuneiicy of the provinces, on which they fuffered an imme> 
diate lofs, often of 12 or 15 per cent. That while the 
King’s troops were two months in advance, the native troops 
w(.re fiom ten to twenty months in arrear. That Colonel 
Fullarton had in fome inAances taken on himfeif to regulate 
the exchange in favour of the troops, bur this u as rare, and 
at his own rifque, btmg authoiiled only by Ins humanity. 
T hat the fepoys weie gencially burdened with large fami¬ 
lies, from the cuflom of eaily marriages; then lituation, 
therefore, was the moie dillielsful. Mr. Ilippcilcy then 
ftaicJ the mode of liqi id ^tmg the ai rears of the army by pa¬ 
per; on which till ticops iullained a lols, on an average, of 
50 pei cent., as the papei could only be exchanged for bonds, 
whenaiuhtul, which bore neatly as high a difcount at Ma¬ 
dras; and ill it It Uoinbiy the Company’s bonds were to be 
puichilcd, . i the Cine pi nod, at 65 or 70 percent, difcount. 
Mr. ill} pMlty ohCrsed, that he wa scry lony he did not 
fee an honourable Member prelent, (Major Maitland) who 
had picrniicd him, wheneser be fhould bring forward th'S 
motion, that he would do juAice to it; and would fay, in his 
place, that from his own experience he could vouch, that manv 
of the Comp lily’s offices vvcie diiscn to the fad necefiity of 
even afking adinnei fiom tbcl\iM[,’soflicers, wiih wh nn they 
werefeiving, though on (o unequal Urmc in point of pay¬ 
ment. Ml. Hippellf > pud a v-'iy hindfome compliinenr to 
Mr.Burke, the King’s Paymaft^rOential in India, who had 
often been placed in fituations of gieat difficulty, which cdied 
for the exertion of all his ju ’gement and accommodating 
difpoiition, as well as the extrcile of his peiional credit, in 
keeping up the pivmenrs to His Majefty’s Hoops. Mr. 
Iblippelley thei adveited to a vanity of other proofs 
in his hand, and to th“ lettiis of Colonel 1 uliirton, bir 
Hcniy Colby, and Mr. I>igl>v, winch he had punted, and 
delivered in cii uI.iMon to the Mcnbeis, from himfclf, to 
evince the neceffiiy of n foim. 

Mr. Hippiflev then inovtd, 

I, J I at itappeiis to this Houfe, that the payments to 
His Majeftv’s troops leiving 1*1 Inlia, and thole of the 
Eail-lndii Company, ought to he keit a. cqiialaspolTihle; 
and that the relptiSlive payments ftiould be fo ordcied, that 
%lie tioops of the laid h ill Indi 1 Company Ihould not be ex- 
poled ti* any dilayoriofs, by exchange, 01 otherwife, iiom 
which His Mnjefty’s troops leiv mg in the lame garrifons or 
4 tllri£ls, may be exempted.” 

a. “ That if any arrears to the troops fhould, during 
tlieprefent warm India, beunayoidably incuned, theiiquida- 

tipil 
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tion of fuch arrears ihould take place of all other dilburie- 
nients, and in fuch manner as to fccure the troops from any 
eventual lofs whatever.” 

g. ** That it is the duty of thofe entrufted with the di- 
Te(^Ion and controul of the aflFairs of the EaA-lndia Company, 
to concert fuch meafures with HisMajefty’&Secietary at War 
and Paymafler General, as may molt efje£lually fecurethe 
obfervance of a regulation fo neceilary to piefctve harmony 
in the fervic**” 

GeneraLSW/^ rofe to fecond the motion, lie complained General 
of thehardfliips which were fud'ered by the fepoys, from the Smith, 
manner ip which they received their piy. It might be 
wondeied, he faid, how they could at all court ive to fiibflfl 
with luch laige at tears due to them as had been Aated by his 
honom able ft tend: hut they had an allowance of a ceitain 
quantity of rice. Yet notwitiiAanding, luch was the ex¬ 
tremity to which they weteieduced, that they W'ould come 
and oAcrtothe PaymaAerfor one guinea, whit to them was 
worth (evenor eight pounds and would evm have recouife 
for a fubfiflence to the Aincking expedient oi felling their own 
children. Ihe Geneial went over much of the grounds, 
before Aated, in luppoit of Mr. IJippeAey’s motions. He, 
in particular, Aated the cafe of fix regiments of native cavalry 
lall war, whofe pay had been fuAered to lun fevcral months 
inarrear; thefe legiments were up the country many miles 
from the main army, when they mutinied, and confined 
their oAic ci s; the conlbquence was, the army was obliged to 
march to the fix regiments, in order to refioredifeipline, and 
fet the officers at liberty. When they came up with them, 
they demanded infiant and unconditional fubmifiion from 
the fix regiments, and he was forry to fay, that two of the 
moA forward of thofe concerned in the mutiny were blown 
from the mouth of a gun. The General commented on this * 
and ohfeivcd, that it was ufual to pay the fepoys in 
bills, and that they frequently fold a bill of eight or ten 
pounds, for two guineas, two guineas and a half, or three 
guineas, and that there was notice given them, in common, 
that at a public office in Madras, they might have tlieir bills 
difcounti d. 

Mr. Dmdas acknowledged that the evils which were now Mr, 
complained of, had exiAed ten years ago, but, he faid, he Dundif. 
had no reafoii to believe that they would ever return. Dif- 
putes, indeed, fi'inetimes happened between His MajeAy’s 
and the Company's, troops, r« lative to the inequality of their 
fituation, chiefly in reipeA of rank. But he could not but 
obje <51 to a moliun which had been brought forward, unfup* 
ported by any new fa£ts, while be gave all credit to the ge¬ 
nerous and humane intentions of the honourable mover. 
t At 
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At the fam9 time he fuggelled, that if any evil could be 
proved to exift, application was open to him in his official 
capacity, and the means of redrefs would fpeedily be pro¬ 
vided. 

Mr. Mr. Hippejleyt in reply to Mr. Dundus, obferved, that 
Hippelley j,, bringing forward thofe motions was by no means 

to embarrais the executive C^nvernment in India, but that he 
was wholly aftuated by a fentuuent of duty towards a fervice 
of which he had been a Member, and from a eommiferation 
of the h irdlhips which he had himfelf witnefled. He could 
by no means, he faid, agree with the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman (Mr. Dundas) that there wss no probability ot the 
future exigence of thefe evils. They had exifted in the late 
war, principally from the want of refources, and a mifap- 
pliCcition, at theconciufion, of fuch as they had; in March 
(laft year) General Meadows writes that “ a long arrear was 
‘‘ then due.” What might it be now, alked Mr. Hippelley, 
and what probably m future? Mr. Hippelley faid, that if 
the light honourable gentleman would give him aCurances in 
his place, tint oideis Hiould be lent out equivalent to the 
proviiion of his motions, he Ihould be well fatisfied to reft on 
the word of the light honourable genileinan fo pledged, as he 
could have no objeiftbut the good of the let vice. Mr. Hip- 
pefley concluded with obferving, that as our army was at 
prefent infinitely gieatei than during the laft war, and our 
refources lefs, of couife, the prohabilitv of the fame, or 
greater'emharraffinents occut ring, was but too probable, if 
the war was long protia»l:led, and the Company*s troops 
ihould not be expolid to luch a contingency. 

Maj.Scott. Major Scott faid, that being appealed to by the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Dund is) he rofe with great plea- 
fure to alTure tlie Houfe, that on fettling the arrangement of 
rank between His Majefty’s and the Company’s Officers, 
when he had the honoui to he one of the Committee who at¬ 
tended the right honourable gentleman, he found him to be 
moft completely difpofed to do every thing in his power to 
remove every juft caufe of complaint; and ficm what he 
then law of that right honourable gentleman’s free and can¬ 
did dealings in that inftance, he Ihould reft tally fatisfied 
with a declaration from him, that he would t.ikc efiedtual 
means to remove that veiy fenous giievance which prevailed 
in the laft war, owing to a veiy invidious diftindlion in the 
mode of liTuing the pay to the King’s and the Company’s 
forces. The Major faid the Company’s army had great ob¬ 
ligations to the honoui able gentleman (Mr. Hippelley) for 
the mode in which he had hi ought the prefent motion for¬ 
ward to the notice of the Houfe. Though not a very old 
hleinber, the Major faid, he was ftill old enough to recol- 
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lefl:, that the exiflence of thoir dii^reffes, which had been 
fo ftateci, and (o wp\ and loly fcconded by the honour¬ 
able Cjc.st-ral liad bf“n r'Mjg’v d'juled in that Hoiife; but 
as ^ne fa^Mejri.a f'’ ’oh* univerfallyadmitted, he ihould 
fay no n > re of it at th» • *' 1 .a jnioot. 

As h'ir, ‘ vn i-r .• »<. fr .jn Mr. Dnndas that or¬ 
ders wr uld be lent ua t i 0 purport, the order of the 

day was calbd, whic o’ jh end to the debate. 

The oidfr*o! the ..ay otl’g read foi the lloufe to take 
into fartlit .•conltdeMtion the report rt the Finance Com¬ 
mittee of 17 ) , l.jr. Jo ‘dif ’ 1 I k the chair. 

Mr. Sheridan ex refild ’ i* < .isfa'^ion that the adjourn- Mr. 
ment ot the confidna*. n o'" • i» re*'.iutions had taken place, Sheridan. 
a‘ it had given ill'ai m'.k " orf.dn them, and he was lure 
»he more ih ‘t-rc lioend. the more ♦hey would be 
a'.]..icfc' 1 'n. |h ibf-'.v 1 Jiat would be the left neceflary 
for him tliin to no*.* i-* he I if,me at any length, as he had 
gone 'nto the h. ' . • 'uih < n t 'iday laft. t e was, he faid, 
forry to dechi « that ht muii difitr from the lefolutions 
wh.ch l ad bet' ore;j^h« It 1 aid hy the right honourable 
gcntleiinn, (>ir r'tt •. '1 hole relolutions were extremely 
/holt, and tevi in r'': her; Ids own lololutions were much 
roo'c nnmei'us. 'I he hi IHl..tenieiu of the right honour- 
ablfc i;tntleman ost r t le '* • . w.ts, *’ tl ar the average pro- 
“ dure tiuiiiig tl l hit hva .".irs of the taxes impoled pre- 
“ vifius to’lie ye.tr ’*>>>. has estf"d('d the amou’t ex- 

put^ttl . the C'omm.vt appo'iued in the year 178910 
“ examine the p’jh,1C iiKcnie and expenditure.'* That refo- 
Intion, %.r hi.endan laid, he muft contradidl. Thecther 
relrlorion of ti i right honourahle g ntleman, he obferved, 
merely Hated, that .<11 iheexp. nditure of tl e laft five years 
had been deti.iytd tiiher hy rhe ordinary income, by extra- 
oi dnw V inc nne, r hy ceitnni tains that had been borrowed ; 
whi'.h no doubt was t xactly the method by which the ex¬ 
penditure In all pails of the world mull be defrayed; in fuch 
infiinnatiun tlitufore, there was nothing very important or 
veiy lliik.'ig. 

Mr. Sheiidin. havi g read over, in a fiimmary way, the 
feven refoiii.i n* b ought forward by tl.; Chancellor of the 
Exchtquc'i, dtvl-rei that he conceived they did not con¬ 
tain any grear intelligence. He faid, he thcrghi it his duty 
togoinore at length into the fubjedl; and he h-'dendeavouied 
to lliew how dilii.ient a ComtniitCr* ilionid be, when they 
were e-iJe.T’‘junpg to prove, what would he the piobahle 
amount of ci.- future revenue and expenditure. The Com¬ 
mittee of lyU - on that ful/'f 6, fell lliort hy about 900,000!.; 
and he coiiten.ied, that al! the accounts that, year after year, 
had been laid liefore the public by the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman! 
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tleininy were abfolutely fallacious, and that the predi6):ions 
of the felcol: Committee, had completely failed. He had 
thought It a part of Ins duty, Mr. bheridan faid, to iheiar, 
that thj avLiage of two, thiee, and four years, had fallen 
coniuUrably Ihort of the lum eftimated, and that the ex¬ 
traordinary icfouices ot lall yeai had been very gieat, and 
had enabled them Tiyt’at, on the a\erage of the laft five 
years, 1 1 * come did exceed the expenditure by about 
5i,00ui. The rightlionouiable gentleman had not only, he 
laid, thought It fufiicient to ftate tint our experce had been 
defrayed by out incotnt, but he had alio thought it right 
and necelTuy to ilate what the enormous amount of thole 
expences had been, 111 the courfe of the lafi five yens, and 
the reiouices alio, and to diiei^ the attention or the public 
to the unfoitunatt ciicuni/lance of its not being likely, that 
our expences would diininiili, when our extinoiduiaiy re- 
louiccsweie nearly exhauAcd. 

'Ihere was, Mi Sheiidan liid, another extiaordinary 
circamAince highly worthy ot obleivatmn, namely, thit 
the I inancp Committee of 1780, with t gn at dcgiee of con¬ 
fidence, hid It d down a peace cftiblifliment tint was toba\e 
taken place at the end of the 3^ 11 1790; the icport of the 
Committee of 1791 had addel b t \ecii 4 and 500,000!. to 
that peace aftahliihm^n% w iih alb dging n finglc reifon 
lor fo gieat an mere ife lii fud, lu Ind Hated that iaO:, 
merely to fhew whit lit 1( u1 incc wisto lie hul on the 
Com»nittecof I7bb; and h li liev d that Committee was 
juft as likely to be light as the Committee of 1791. 
Mr. Shci idan contended, tint while an imuity to the unount 
ot iii,C2ol. hid bfcii ledicmcd by ihw Commiflionus, on 
behalf of the public, 1.1 tlie form of debt repurchaled, an 
annuity of foui tiirif s tint amount w is piopoft d to b * ent iiled 
on the nation 111 the foiin of iiicit tied cftiblAhment. He 
wilhed, he faid, to come to hi 1 ill relolution, wth ch if the 
Committee would grant lum, lie would willingly wave all 
the rcil. Ho thought he had a right to hivethit refilution 
gianred him, fimply cn tlie g.ound of the dilFeience be¬ 
tween the icport of the 1 inance Committee of 1786, and 
that of 179IJ with regaid to the amount of the peace eftab- 
liiliment. Here Mr. Sheridan icidhi«laA refolulion to ihe 
Committee, which was « 1 hat upon a due coufideration ot 
“ all thefe circumftanf'ts and accounts, this Committee 
** feci It to be tliur liidiipciilihle duty to declaie that the 
great inc’^ealesi piopuled to the permanent peace eftablifli- 
ment in the npoit of the It-len Committee of 1791, 
** ought not to be conluleied as receiving countenance or 
*" appiobation fiotn the lioufe of Commons until the caufes 
ot the lame lhall be tally explained, and the neccifity of 

“ them 
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“ them made mamftfl.’* If tiie Committee would hut give 
him the laft refolution, (Mr, Sheiulan leprated it) he was 
ready to gi\e up all the ictl He then concluded with mov¬ 
ing hisfiill refolution vi/, “ T hat it appears that theltJedl 
“ Committee of 178'' 1 r» ceedtd upon a fupp fition that the 
“ annual and permanent taxes then luhl iiiug, wete likely 
** to produce annually tlio of 1 .3 17,^711 *’ The 
Chairman ha\ ing pu' the t|U< ilion on tin*’ ii I< Ui i m, 

Mr. Cli'’! cellor P/// role ind obfeivid, that he did not Mi Pitt, 
mean to trouble the C< mmiitee much on that iciolntion. 

Heafiuredthem, that he wislofn fiom fitlMgany defire 
to agree to the compromiie mop h d hv tli 1 onom ih e 
gentleman, vi/. thu it he (Mr. I'l t; v, >uld , n t ]• m his 
laA relolution, h (Mr. In ndi'i) vm ii'd > i id th^ dilcu^on 

of all the reft, he was li> iai f » 1 ic I i n <1 1 ohiion to 

accede to tucli a propolitio 1, t i r lit . iitl f'« h noar •- 

Me gentleman, th\t he was i \ti 1 tlv a idv . d d h us to 

dilciifs all his Otilc r lelolutioiis, tut h^ r lu , a dli'eviikto 
difcufs the laft, on win li lie ftiouM c i umIn n. i\ a nega¬ 
tive. He wilhed, hovMSfi, ti 1 di i iiii il r 1 endn.ent 
to the iirit iifu ution ot Jif Jk n ) m' h gt'iiinin. He 
obferved that the hunoiii ihh ^ n h i in (c ’u d to ih iik 
that his (Ml. Pitt’s) It loll t ons v» i ' n dt < oei punt 
ot information; hclj''gg<dl i\e ihitlnt t) 10 nhat 
hisicfolutions went. 1 lit) ftit*d h w 1 n, ( 1 t 'sliole, 
during the peiiod that liul il^jm 1 li ilii C o 1 m e of 
1786, the amount ot thenviiii hi*i ' ni or ot, n hid 
excreded tlu (x eiihvions entiraii d liv that C unmittee. 

If fuch a thing wete mateiial, M'.Prt roi c i\id the infoi- 
mation cont »nid in his refolutio’r, w is mateiiil. In the 
next place, the relo uiions p o\td that all tlitii « Aprnditure 
had been dttrayrd. and fliewid liow jtliulbeui dttia)cd. 

The peace ellabliftiment h.ul n< t li n cdculitrd to have 
taken place, during the five y i rhf ugh dm mg that 
period very la gcexpencci had neui me mi i« d, i na’^ui d objeft 
ofcuriofity theietorc was, the nuthodj b' whch they had 
been able to defray them, i he honoma'ft^ griili nin, had 
faid, that there was no novelty in intoriniiig him tlrt the 
expenditure was defrayed ti lit* h* tlu (idiiiarv rt exti..oi- 
dinaiy income. That, Mt Pi'^ dt 1.I ned, hulheenalub* 
je£t of a great deal ot difeuftion in th^ Houle, andiheiehad 
been repeatednnputrions, both r' that Houle aiuUlUwlure, 
that it was impofhble for tlu ai to fti w the means they 
had to enable thrm to piy luch 1 ii c lums. As theie was 
much doubt, whether they could j oiiit out the pncift means 
by which the expenditure bad bcsn lodefiayed, and when all 
the doubts had been encouraged, lu tiulled it was nottoo 
much to ftate, plainly and fimply, how it had been defrayed. 

VoL. XXIX. 4 N He 
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He had ilated, Mr. Pitt fiid, in a way that was intelligible 
to the public, th It It had been defrayed by the produce 
within the ii^ e years of the permanent taxes, by the annual 
aids on land and malt, and by the Aims arifing from extiaor- 
dinary refources, with the addition of a loan of one million 
raifed by tontine, and 187,000!. laiftd by fliort annuities. 
'Ihefe, he laid, did not appeal to him to be unniteiefting 
points to be afcertained. 

After the debt that had been aiFlually pud, Mr. Pitt fa d, 
the next thing « as the eitim ite cf their probable income and 
probable expen iture in tutuie. htthei tlieie things were 
truly Ilated 01 not, was matlf r of tlifcuflion. His idea was, 
that the whole of the iuifiiuU fliould he concen ered into a 
few leading points wbirh were mtell gib'e to all, and wli ch 
might be underAood by eveiy ond; md iha*^ they lliould n*.t 
go into a great vaiiety of propofition*. t > diftrart the atten¬ 
tion and emhatais the ]udgtmtnt. On th t giound it was, 
that he h.td bioight fotwaid his piopoAtions), and on that 
ground, he, fot one, was ot opi non, that the idulutioiis of 
the honourable geiuK'nan lendeied the lubjccr complex, and 
prevented the tiuih fiom being cU irlv a^c-itdiiifd lie hid 
very material obieiElions toaguir number of the<e rtfolu- 
tions, which escii wlitu luted e»*itei 511 v, for tliofe h" main¬ 
tained weiP not, would 1 ithei \ qlex and encundei, iliaii 
elucidate the lub^etSl (bi that giound, Mi Pitt fid, he 
ihould celt III 1v o*j <*1 to a ^'e it inmy of thde nlolutioi s; 
be fliould mgiM\i bunt indmilp imtndiDcnts to othe»s. 
IMany of tbeni, he fill, did not com v to the public a juft 
jinpii Finn of the fubii J ho hoiiouiable guit’eman hid 
faid, that he (\lr I i '■) hul 011 < given tin bale ot the le- 
venu,., com|jai,.d wiiiifii * tuie, during the lall hve 

years; and the honinn iMr guilinian hiinb If give feveral 
averages. He Indgivm the averages oftAO, ihiee, four, 
and five years, and had made no diltincftioii between the per¬ 
manent and 'innual tax^-s, hut h id given all the paft, a£lual, 
income That, Mr. Pitt mi, tamd, he could not give, 
becaufe, during feveral of thole viars thev Ind not the land 
and malt But fuppofing the honoural le gentleman could 
have gone through his averages, he had euhti taken too 
many or too few. 'I he qutllion (imply wis, whether, 
Ance 1786 the levenue and evpuidituim had exceeded each 
pther, and in what degiee. Mr. Pitt fn criihnuation faid, 
he objefled to tbeieriesof thole refolutionv, io framed, on 
the mere ground, that they calculated the contrail of expen¬ 
diture, ordinary and extraordinary, with the ordinal y in¬ 
come alone, and had not, as thev ought to have done, taken 
in the extraordinary income. There was, he laid, hardly 
pQe of the refolutions, in which the honourable gentleman 
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ftated the expenditure, w 
caufe the Committee of 1786, and that of 1791 had diilered 
refpefting the amount of the peace eilabliihment, the in* 
fercnce that had been drawn from that was, that no efti- 
mate whatever could be depended on. 1 his, Mr. Pitt faid, 
appeared to him, a very Arange conclufion. It was not 
very extraordinary for the Committee of 1791, feeing fe- 
veral particulais in which the Committee of 1786 had failed, 
to have ma !e a proviilon for that failure in future; and it 
was not to be wondered at, that the Committee of 1786 had 
committed fome fmall iniAakes, as tliey were, to the beft 
of hts knowledge, the fiiA Committee in the hiAory of this 
country who had been appointed to afcertain the whole of the 
peace eAabliAtment. Mr. Pitt conc'uded with faying, that 
though he had no particular objeiAion to the honourable 
gentleman’s firA refolution, he thought it would be better 
with an amendment, and therefore he fliould move that 
thete be added the words “ including the land tax, 

“ 1,967,6101. malt, 633,3501. and the permanent taxes, 

“ 12,797,47 >1” 

Mr. Halhead allowed that there ha 1 , indeed, been a woeful Mr. 
deficiency in the iiuome of the firA year (1786) from what Halbead. 
it had been Aated by the felidl Committee. I'ut there was 
fomething, he faid, unfair in fixing upon th s particular 
year, 1786, and fpreading the unfoitunate deficiency of it 
over the average of all the others, Every vear fi..ce thein- 
come of th, country had improved. And why Aiould not 
gentlemen, inAead of taking an average of the four firA 
years, take an average which would be fo much more favour¬ 
able, of the two or three laA? 'I'he I.1A year had more 
than fupplied the deficiency of the fit A. Mr. ILilhead 
then went at great length into the calculaiions, and ar¬ 
gued with a view to prove that the refolurions of Mr. She¬ 
ridan were not founded, but that the relalu.iuns of the Clian- 
aellor of the Exchequer were agiueable to the faiAs. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, why Aiould t!»e honourable gentleman Mr* 
wifh to leave out the baneful year 1786, and jet .'tvail him- Shenda*. 
felf of the profperous 1790? This difference, fo Ai iking in 
the ptoduce of different years, was eafily accounted for. 

Means would be contrive^ by which the income of one 
year might, for a particular purpofe, be fwelled out, and 
the deficiency made to fall upon the next; and that with a 
view of making the income of the country appear in a more 
advantageous light than it could really bear, as was the cafe 
with the income of the year previous to 1786. Hence pro¬ 
ceeded the deficiency which, ‘ according to the honourable 
gentleman’s expreijlion, had fo wofully fallen upon that 
year. From the fame caufe, he would venture to predict, 
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that the inconne of thi prefent year would not be equal to 
that ot ih pill thug, lint the extraordinary expences 
were out of ih** \k\\ of the Co ivnittee of 1786, Mr. Sheri¬ 
dan dti id >1) tlu tife; but had no ob]e<^tion to the right 
hinoiiii It nil rauih ainendment, if the bguies were 
right, n 111 wij oftihmn the liiul and malt taxeS) he 
fiid, vv IS on tile innu 1 pioduce, including the arrears of 
form I v{ us p id in, hcriuh tlu Inter would, on an ave¬ 
nge, be prttiy eqii il 1 he produce was oVei calculated, 
and i’k ii t • I- o*" i Xvhujui r bills, ti >iii the way of making 
up th ot ) I It, wIS uni i I lied, making a difference of 
nu It th III 4), ol I \( ir. 

Mr. Pitt iMr. ChuutM n P i in i iilv,*faid th.it the argument on 
tho mode oft ll unit 1 g the ' nid ind unit taxes, and the in- 
tntflol 1 xtlu |ut i h IN, ipphcd to lutute eflimates; but 
the coiilidtiauon lefoitthe Coiniinttee, was, how fir the 
felnSt Committee of 1786 hid been accunte in their efli- 
in ite. 

Ml. Role Ml ^ / wis tf opinion lint what hid fillAfiom the ho* 
nouiahle geiithimn (Mi Sh ridan) h nh then and on Fn- 
diy, w IS s Ti nu(h cilculited to mill id the Committee; 
fi’ch \\ IS paineu ilv the 11 a Wriih irgud to his averages, in 
which he had int li d d tlu vtir 1786. Ilu hunoui iblegen* 
tleinaii hid iai 1, lint tut wisno u »1 n why that year 
llioiild 1 ot ht CO n ‘d; hut h coiueived there was a very 
good re don v 1 > th ir vt ir (1 euld not have been taken into 
the ac oin *■ t)ni Oio gn don why 1'' ihould not, was, 
bfCiU t It was in 178 tint tlu Committee made their calcu- 
lition, whici wis lot nn le fot that hur foi the next yeai. 
in 1786 V uious Ij.vs pi^cd which tindulgreatly to encreafe 
there venue; the umil it I't wi, piffed tint year, which 
w IS inttiukd u pi IVI nt imi eoh, g thi wint a£l alfo paffed, 
which coilidenhiy mcuilid il i itvenut. If the year 1786 
wc*-e omi ted, the levcnue of the y^ii 1787 came within a 
tiiile of the ( ommittec, and the othei years gieatly ex¬ 
ceeded lint eflim te. In the hilt place. Mi. Rofe faicl, the 
hcnouriblr gtntlennn Ind Aattd that the increaft of the le- 
venue, wasaltogithn owii<» to the cxcile, and principally 
in the irticle of Ipiii'' I^ tint ohfnvition were true, it 
fliewed th It his iit*ht hono i ihle fiiend (Mr. Pitt) was light 
in the deoieale of the duties on foieign fpirits, andinthede- 
creileof impoitation foi the benefit of Britifh fpints. The 
reguhi ons ot his right lionouiable fiiend had prevented 
illegal import ition, and, as far is the obfen ation oftheho- 
itoui able gentleman went, was not diAri ditable to his right 
hoinunble fiieiid. The honourable gentleman had faid, 
that thev had gamed a great deal by transferring the afleffed 
taxes ; but this, Mr. Rofe obferved, wai a mtllak^ fot in- 
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{lead of a gain, there was a lofs. It had alfo been faid, in 
the 10-per cent, tax, iinpofed ihis rcflion, riuit a great gam 
had been deiived from demanding the tax fwi twelve inotiths 
inflead of one quarter. The tiil was, that that was true 
only in a very triMrtl degree, jiul applied to aim ill number 
of aflriTed taxes, as, feivanes and hories, where it was not 
eafy to calculate hut by tlu: year. 

'1 he honoaiable gentleman Itad allu laid, that the aiTt-iTed 
taxes we{je the Hue ciiteiioii, by which, to judet of rhepiol- 
peiityofthe ccuntiy, and liui thole taxes wuedecicaling; 

Mr. Kofe thought, that forming an opinion by the ilate of 
the jirelTed taxes, was not the vety belt method of judging (f 
the flouriAiing fituation ot a coiinti v. But, hoaevii that 
was, theievcifewas true; and iiiilead of dtcreahig, they 
wete in a regular ilate of increitte. 'I he honouiablt- gentle¬ 
man had flated likewile, that all our extraordinary reiources 
were at an ind,* and paittculaily the iinprels m >ney. In 
anfwer *0 winch, Mr. Role afliired that theie was not the 
lead reafon in the woild to luppoie that lelouicr would fail. 

'1 he hououralile gmtleman had laid, they ought not to take 
the lafl year into the account, when they wtie to judge of 
our fntuie income, becaule ir was always lo much in the 
power of the \Jimller to anticipate the taxes of the lucceed- 
ing year, and to make them come quick into the 1‘realury. 

Mr. Role conctived that that was pieciUly the tcafuii why 
the lad Y^i^r fliould be takt 11 into the account. '1 be amount 
of the afll'flul taxes were It Is lad yiai by £. 170,000, thin 
they were On the avciage of tiie tbne preceding yeais, and, 
for that realon, they might txpcfl that tlie income of the 
next yea t, mile a 1 of being/. i6,ojo,ooo. w< tid amount to 
lyOjOCX^l. mo:e, ni.iking in all 16, >oa,oool. Mr. Role 
thought it vva^ his duty to date ihefe cncumdances to the 
Comnr.ittie, bicaiib they weie fa^ls which were within the 
knowledge of the hoiiourahlegentb man himlelf. 

Mr. Fox hegged leave to fay a few woids; with r'*g.iul to Fox. 
the including \ear 1786. It thev wcie to take that yt.1i 
only, there niigli hefoine leiloii foi ifling to it, 1 ut if 
they weie to take m the bill vur, winch had cv^'calcd vciy 
much the former years, he cou’d not, Vli. loxdcclirtd, 
fee hy what rule they were to leave out the ye.ii 1786, ht- 
cauie It had been an unpiocluflive year. 'J hat they diould 
take in the one year, and oveilook the other, was a inode of 
teafoning which he could nut cc^mpnliend. (.'‘oniidering 
^he way in which they dealt with his honourable ftiend, he 
never could be right: his honourable fiiend was light at the 
end of the firft year; nay, he wras right at the end of the lo- 
cond year; he was right at the end of the thud, and of the 
fovrtb year; then came an extraordioarv year, winch'^nablcd 
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the otlier fide of the Houfe to fay, tlut the average income 
of the laft five years had exceeded tlieexpendiiuie by 5i,oool. 
But thofe calculations, Mr. 1 ox obferved, weie only to be 
made when the\ pleafed. his honourable fi lend was right at 
the end of foui years, but time wasno*^ then any inquiry, and 
theiefore, Mr. 1 ox declared, he conceived it to be the moft 
foohlli and the mod ridiculous thing in the world to make 
any piedn^inns. hic.uire they Hopped till (omeextraordmaiy 
circumfiance nctuned, ai d tiitu tiiey were pleafid to moke 
their caiculitini s People oat of doors, Mr 1 ox laid, hid 
frequently told him, thit, though difiurences of opinion 
might fuhfift on political points, and dibites might ariie on 
topics of that nature, they weie pertedlly aftoniined, when 
they heard ot alteications anllng on matters of levenue, 
and of fubjedls that confifted of figures, mettly, being diIm¬ 
puted. Ml. 1 ox faul, that the anlwers he dwaysgave was, 
that thole difputes arofe on the ahufe of averages. They 
lomerimes went 011 the average of two, lometiines of three, 
&c. years. All, Mr. 1 ox laid, that he wanted, was *hat 
they fiiould fairly Aitc the fadls to the public, and leave 
thole fa£):s to thtir judgement; that they would let them fee 
what was the average ot two, three, four, and five yeais. 
1 his was whit waspiopoled by his honourable friend. On 
the other lide, they had endeaioiired to (vade it. 1 he right 
honourable j mtleman had fjid, that he did not fee the pro- 
pi lety of the thud lelolution of his honourable friend; that, 
Mr. 1 ox faid, he tock to he rl e mofl; material part of the 
bufinefs. A more alatming ciicumfi'nce, he laid, had 
nev I happened, than that of the Committee of 1786 laying 
down a p* ce efiibliniment, and theCoinmit»ee of 1791 
adding to that t ft iblifliment, it the low* ft calculation, be¬ 
tween 4 and 500,ocxnl. They had itvet been told, Mr. 
Fox faid, by the other fide of the Tloufi, tint they were 
about to undert ike fuch expcnces; they had found them- 
felves in thij fituation, they knew not how; and they were 
going, thev knew not how, to lay on themielves and their 
pofteiitv, hetwe^'n 3 and 400 ,OOjI afn r iuhftra£ling 
I00,000l. for the army; aid this extiaoidmary expence 
could not Inve been defrayed, had u not been for the ex- 
traordinai y rcfouices, many of which could not be forefeen, 
and would not recur. 

yr. Steele Mr faid, he willied to referve whar he had to lay 
till they came to the third refolution of the honourable gen 
tleman, when he thought he could prove, that the honour¬ 
able gentleman had taken averages inoft fasoui.We to nis 
purpole, and had •^r^t chofen that way which wai> heft cal¬ 
culated to give the public a juft idea of that butftnels. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Sheridan replied that tHe advocates of the report of 
1786 never could meet him hefoie; and could not do it now, Sheridaa. 
without taking into the account of the year 1790, many 
iums that were anticipations of the revenue of the current 
year. Yet with all this, and then five y^ars tinkering of 
revenue 1aw«, they wtie only ahk to fliew an average ex- * 
ccfding of about 50,000!. btiike c ft what they had got by 
new taxes ai daniicipitions, and, he (a>d, thi y w'ould ilill be 
dehc tnt to a gif it imount. 

Ihi nnuiuiiiicnt was agreed to, and the ri.1 lution fo 
ameiidfd, pafted the Committee. 

Ml. *• lu fidan thin move d theTfcond refolution. 

Mf. Ch ncdlorP/// i.nd, tin collc»9ion ot the exifttng Mr. Pm. 
taxes w IS in t propi iiv licinc 1 in tl e fiift part of the peiiod 
jncludfd in ilie leloli lion !'■ tended to iniircpiefent theob- 
]e(5l c f II i|u t > I el( le the ComnntttL, and therefoie heftiould 
o po ( ir 

A I Iry (n)tiMd. rhal Oie iiuii’^tion in the colleiflionofMr.Pra. 
taxis w I* i*X| iil-'y h lied, in tne iiport of 1786, as an ad- 
dili iiilulouui Ihci(|(lMtionviastiueinfaCt,andthere- 
foit <it to he tol I. Ot us applicabilitv, tht public, whom 
It m ft conciin d, wouP jodgp. On thisgtoand hewould 
ag tl to ^y 1 lidntinii of tidt, mo\nl v the Chancellor of 
the 1 \ch( iju 1. 

\ ■ S/;(i'll f>/1 lid, the rdoiutioM was take 1 fiom the re- Mu 
pi rt I 8n. Ill hid Idr out fomt woids, hecanfe they Sbciidaa. 
wtie moiefuoui bi< to lin iigi mint than he thought it 
nqtiiLiJ I bell *u wouM uld is an amendment; and let 
the Commitr#-e then vote, ih it woids weie not in the report, 
winch wiieiiM id fioin it, it they could. 

Ml. Chanctllor Piit laid, tint wfiethei othei words were p,tt, 
added or not, h&fhouldsote againft it. The queftion was 
not, whelhei the v oids of tin lefolution wtie intheieport^ 

01 not, hut wl c hei ittcnded to coiisey a ptoper iinpieilion 
of what the Committee had to ex-imine. 

Aftei fonie tartlier conveifation the amendment was 
agn ed to, and the id ftution fo amended negatived. 

Mr. Sheiuhn now moved the tlnid refolution. ' 

Mi. faid, the amount d the land and malt taxes 
was not taken fiom theadtual produce of the feveral years, Rjdtr. 

I ut fiom an average; the Committee could not, therefore, 

■decline as a fadl that fuch had been the produce for the le- 
fpedlive' years. The aflual produce could not be afcertaineil, 
becaufe u rears were ftill due on each of the years. He 
fhould therefore move amendments, to leave out the land 
and malt entirely, take the produce of the permanent taxes 
for each year, then the averages for two, three, four, and 
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five years from 178610 1790, ind averages backwards from 
1700 to 1786 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox had no olytAioii to tlit* additional avei ages. The 
firfi avenges would fliew how much the ieJeift Committee 
ot 1786 had erred m their r.tl ul iti in, for the ti ue <1 itetion 
of It was the produce of the ycais neat eft to i(, and not of 
thofe more remote. Many ciicumftances now exifted, he 
ind, by which the revenue was inoreaied, which the Com¬ 
mittee of I7''6 could not hi't hid in tlieir conternphtion 
and while the circumftmces, which they had in their con¬ 
templation, hid undergone no rnateiial change, their efti- 
mate far exceeded the anmnl income. 'I he great ubjefl 
leemed to be to exclude the y^ar 17^6 from eveiy cdcuiation, 
than which nothing could hr tnoie childiih; for with |uft as 
much piopiiety might tnotlui year he exclucUd, teciufe it 
had been unexpefledly piodirtne. 'F he only ration.il piin- 
ciple was to lake the gold yen s w ith the had. 

Mr. Mr, di 1 not oliji I to t king avenges backwards 

fhuidin fiom 1790, hut tien, ht faul (1 a iticipatioii of tint year 
on If e cuiient yeir ouu’it lotto |v mduckd. He enume- 
latedthefe niti ipitioi , in I t it. \ n msn n lixis in Iiidid 
in the .iccount of t nrs r xilfmg m 178(1, un lei tfie n >ti»n of 
their being onlv 1 gnliluns, Fh *t points weie drlnttd on 
the othei fide hy Mi Sit.clf, Mi. ' Tontagu, Mi. Put, and 
Mr. Role. 

At length the Commttte jie if to lh» th id icfolution, 
with Its uiiendnu nl«. 

Nr. Mr. liwdon fiid, lie thoight fion the imnncr in which 
Burden, Committee wi' guig on, tlifr would be a long time 
g'lting through tin ithliitnns; ht theief it propofed to 
c ) ne at once 101 k Ch mcrli ii o^ 1 ir 1 ytbr j lei’s retolution, 
vole that, and t u n go huk i > Mi. ’ 11 hn's laft ittolution 
but one. Mi. Biiulon faid, h h id a*-h nnc beftowed a con- 
lidti ihle d**!! of labour in driwiny avtiagcs on the difteient 
heals of receipt .'iiul expendiiuie iiili 1 in the repuit, and if 
It was intended to ch.inge iht up •'it wholly into the ftiape of 
refolutions, they ought tods it minutelv; hut his opinion 
was, that It would be moie a Ivift ihle to hy before thepub- 
11C a general Mew of the f lib tdl, for which rtafon he moved 
Ml. Pit'*k Jaft refolntion hut one. 

Mr. Tut. Mr. ChiMCtlloi Put r^pr lliJ an euntft defire todifcufs 
every oni < t Mr. Huiidan’k lelolutions with him, and 
thircfoie hoptd the honourable geiuleman behind him, (Mr. 
Iluidon) would not prefi f) extraoidinary a propofition as 
that of palling at nice frQin the third of forty refolutions 
of Mr. Sheridan's, to the feventh of his own. 

Mr* Burdon faid, as lie found that liis propofition did nqt 

mee^ 


Mr. 

Burdoa. 



«49 


A. 1791. D E fi 1 T E S. 

!n«;t with the concurrence of that fide of tlie Houfe, he 
would not pt r{ ll in it. It was theiefore withdrawn. 

Ml. laid, he had fcarcely fuppoled the honour 

able gentleman to he fciious when he made his motion ; 
and if he hid peififted, h& believed nogcMileinaii would have 
lecondeu him in it. 

Mr. lotki lad, the honourable gentleman was miAakcn, 
for he had 11 en on pu pole to lecoiul it. He then Hated to 
the Houle his opinion ot Mr. bhendtn's relolutions 

The Cominirtte proceeded to dilcufs the fourth refolu- 
tion, wlicii Mi. Pitt moved to leave out the word “ not,” 
and to illicit levelal amendments. Alter a long controverfy 
between Mr, Shiiidan, Mr. I ox, Mi. Steclt, Mi. Rofc, 
and Ml. Pitt, the fourth leiolution, with its amendments, 
piffcd. 

Mr. Pitt then propofed a new icfolut'on, Hating that the 
produce of the land tax had iiicitilcd 50,000!. in the courfc 
of the lift fi\t years, and the prodicc of the malt tax had 
dtcrcaled ^$,oool. in the fame leriod; which pafled, and 
the Chairman was ordered to rcpoit progieis, and aik leave 
to lit again to morrow. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Huepayt •]th yum 

Ml. Bmke having moved, that the report of the Commit¬ 
tee to whom the petition of Mr lofeph Fowke had been re¬ 
ferred, be taken into coiifideralion, and the rtpoit being ac¬ 
cordingly read, 

Mr. Burke then obferved, that this was a cafe which, on 
every principle of juflice, humanity, and compalHon, de¬ 
fers ed the moft fenous attention of the Houfe. It was the 
caie of a man aged leventy-five, fulFctinr at this time uiider^ 
a fevere fit of the Hone, palfied, and in faiH loa ' ci with in-‘ 
firmities, and weighed down with years. It might he afk^d, 
why the report of a Committee to whom a petition had been 
io long lince referred, bad nor been tiiade fount r ^ 1 he rea- 
lon, Mr. Bmke faid, was, that an application had bt-m 
made to the Court of Direi^lors in I opes that they p rnhaps 
might have been d.iprfed to have given way in th 1 bull 1 Is, 
and to have done julhce to an old, frail, and d^ie mg ler- 
vant of the Compinv No means had been Ipared for tlat 
purpofe, Mr. Buike faid, as he thought no man ough to 
come to that Houfe for relief, but m the liH refoit, in the 
greateft pofiible extrem'ty. They had, the’-efoie, Aaid to 
fee whether the Di»-eiflors of the Eaft-Tndia Company would 
do, what m faft was nothing more than then Hri£t duty to 
do* Tlie petitioner. Mr. Burke faid, was tt th's moment, 
as he 4 iad,already Hated, extremely afflidted with the Hone, 
VoL. XXIX. 4 O and 
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and St was fix and thirty years fince he had entered into the 
fervice of the Company. There was, it was true, an inter¬ 
val in which he did not ferve the Company. The petitioner, 
he faid, as his petition fiated, had feveral o£Bces offered him 
by the Company both at Madras and Bombay, which his 
confcience would not permit him to accept, and during the 
whole time he was in the Company’s fervice, he condui^ed 
himfelf with the greateft integrity and honour, and the 
Company entertained the higheft opinion of his chara£ler. 

Mr. Buike here entered into a narrative of Mr. Fowke’s 
hiftory, Bating the difieient offices he had held in India, and 
the faithful and meritoiious fervices that he had rendered to 
the Company. The Company, neverthelefs, Mr. Burke 
faid, had pofitively refufed him the penfion to which he was 
juftly entitled. He declared, he did not wifti to throw any 
blame on the Court of Diredlors; they might have reafon to 
jufiify their conduifl, wholly unknown to him. The peti¬ 
tioner, Mr. Buike contended, had a demand of juBice on 
the Company ; he was, as it were, a man born in their own 
houfe at Madias, when it was rather a fa6loiy, than the feat 
of government for an Empire, and every part of his condudl 
had received the approbation of his employers. Under thefe 
circumBances, if there were no claims of juBice, he Biould 
think motives of common compaffion would induce them to 
affiB him. Mr. Burke hoped the Diredlors would take Mr* 
Fowke’s cafe into confideration, and would not permit him 
to die under the preflure of indigence and diBrefs. If, how- 
'fver, the Diredors would not a^ from a feufe of their own 
duty, from a fenfe of joBice or compaffion, it was proper 
that they fliould be admoniBied; and Mr. Burke obferved, 
that the admonitions given through the medium of a de¬ 
clared refolution of that Houfe, though it poBefled not the 
force of law in its rigid fenfe, yet had all the authority of any 
thing fhort of a6fual law; as a great MiniBer had formerly 
ibid, would have its efFe< 9 t, being tantamount to the declara¬ 
tion of a country gentleman, accidently fuirounded by the 
attomies and agents of men intereBed in obtainii^ a fenfe of 
hi« opinion. Mr Burke added a variety of pertinent obfer- 
vations on the fubjedf. 

*l'bat It appears to this Houfe, That the petitioner, 
Jofeph Fowke, Efq. has proved the allegations of his peti- 
tion.” 

Mr. Dundas lecond^ the motion, when the Speaker put 
the queBion. 

Mafor Major Sent faid, as he had the honour to be a Member of 
Scott, the Committee, he thought, it incumbent upon him to 
give his leafons for not agreeing with the motion, which the 
right honourable ^otleman had oiadek It was becatffe the 
1 report 
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report was very imperfe(^ ;ifor they had not examined the 
gentlemen in the Diredtion, as to certain aflertions made by 
them relative to their reftrl( 9 ions. He would, therefore, 
move to recommit the report, for the purpofe of lummoning 
thofe gentlemen. In the prefeiit ftate of the Houle the 
Major faid, he would wifli not to divide upon the motion. 

Mr. Alderman Le Mefutier faid, he did not rife to oppoie Mr Aid. 
the motion, although he ihould decline giving any voteLcMefu- 
upon the fubjedt; neither would he fecond his honourable rier. 
friend's ipotion; becaufe, obferving the number of Members 
prefent, he did not wilh to put an end to the bulinefsof the day. 

The Alderman fiid, he mull take the liberty of declaring 
that the repoit of the Committee was not accurate, in as 
much as the fadls ftated in it were not tr ie. The right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman had in Ins fpeech, in fome meafurecorredl- 
ed its inaccuracy. Mr. I'owke, it wastrue,hadap'ace in India, 
in the year 1780, fiom which he was afterwards removed by 
the then government, and they gave him a penfion; but the 
circumAances of his cafe considered, he was not entitled in 
the Aidei man’s opinion, to claim the beneftt of the order of 
1785. Mr. Fowke, the Alderman faid, had not ftated the 
whole truth. To juftify this afteition, Mr. Le Mefurier 
refeiredto the circumftances of Mr. Fowke’s cafe. He ad¬ 
mitted, that he had one thouiand five hundred rupees per 
month. That penfion having been thought too much, and 
it was taken aw\'iy fome years afterwards. He then had 
400. But the Diieflors did not think him entitled to the 
penfion which he claimed as his right, on his return to En¬ 
gland, and' therefore it was rufufed. The Alderman fpoke 
highly of the chara£lers of Mr. Nathaniel Smith and Mr. 
lAevuynes, the late Chairmen, as men of acknowledged hu¬ 
manity ; and after fome general reafonlng faid, that if the 
Houfe of Commons thought proper to interfere in this bufi- 
nefs, the Direflors of the Eaft-India Company would feel it 
their duty to appeal from that Houfe, to a Houfe that was 
better informed. [The Alderman was here called to order.] 

Mr. Burke in reply, faid, that they had heard abundant 
reafon, why they ought to come to a decifion upon the fob- gurk*. 
jc(£l, I'bey now knew that the Court of Diredlors not 
onlyadled wrong, but that they could give no reafon for 
their conduift. All the DireiSlors could fay was, that this 
man had made a falfe report; for that in 1785 at the time of 
his coming away, he had 1500 rupees a month allowed him. 

Mr. Burke aflerted, that the Court of Direi^lors had grofsly 
mifreprefented the fadl. It was true, that Mr. Fowke had 
an office given him at Bengal by Mr. Haftings, producing 
an income of 1500 rupees a month, but he was removed, 
and it was given to another. He wifhed, Mr. Burke faid, 

4 O 2 to 
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to judge of men fiom their aiTuons, and was not at the fame 
time deiiious of calling blame upon any man; but he would 
alk, whether m the cafe of the abufe of oiHce, when a great 
boi y created by Parliament, to whom that Houle had dele¬ 
gated confiderable powei s, and when thole pow ers were ex- 
ercifed to opprefs individuals, had not that Houferome light 
to Hep in and pievent luch an improper exercile of power 
Such condufl in the Dirtdlors as they had purfued, Mr. 
Burke contended, was a downright cheat on an affliifled. in- 
£rni, frail, and helpltls individual, who hid fpent the bell 
pait of his hie in ihrir fervice. and whole family had feived 
them ninety year*. 1 01 d Cornw allis faid to him “ go home 
“ and get a jienlion.” W lun he came home, theDiie£lors 
faid, “ you fliall not hive a penfion, and we will give no 
reafon vvhv. It is not oni wiy to aihgn •'ny reafon. 
“ We will that an oil .mJ fuihtul ftivant lliall he expofcd 
to the ex pence ol 700I a \e ir, and that he mav be ftnt to 
** beggary, rum and wietcludnefs.” '1 his ccndudl, he faid, 
was not to lie overln ked by the Houfe of Commons. 

Mr. Burke having made loniefurther rematks on the fub- 
je^, the qudlion was ] ut on his Hi 11 motion and earned. 

He then moved, 

T hat it appears to this Houfe, That the faid Jofeph 
Fowke IS entitled ro the piovilion or allowance engaged 
to le pud bv the f all-ndia Company to their ler- 
** vants uiul'r certain ilelciiptions, and under cei tain condi- 
** tions expiefled in the kttei fiom the C uit of Diiedlois, 
** of the ill of Stptember 1781?, to th Cjovc rnor Ciencral 
** and Council of 1 en^al, In m the Mine in which, by the laid 
“ letter of the illol S» oiember 1785, perlon« delctibed in 
“ the la d letter were to lec ive the lame.” 

Ml Dundas f condtil tht nntion. 

JVfa)or ^ Majoi Scott upon this fec<»d motion, rofe, and faid, that 
bcott. he felt It impoifihle to vote for a reiolutioii, which ceitaily 
car'^'ed a fevere fling in it, agiinft a reljiedlanle body of gen¬ 
tlemen, who had not been heard. He con]iirid the Houfe 
to conlult then own dignity, before they came to a vote, 
with fuch deft dll ve materials befoie them. Mr. I owke, 
the Major laid, had written a letter to the Dircdlors, claim¬ 
ing a certain penlion. That letter had been referred to a 
Committee of correM ondence, confiHing of ten or eleven 
Members, who reported that Mr Fowke was not of that 
defcnption of perfons who was (ntifled to t' e penlion; and 
that report was conliimed by the Couit of Direflors. A 
feconcl appeal wis made bv Mr. Fowke. The rrport was 
conlidered hi/l by the Committee cf co refpondence, and 
then by the Diiedlors, who 'oih confirmed their former 
report. It was furely, the Major laid, an aA of juflice 

in 
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in the Houfe, to know fiom the Direflors the ground* 
upon which they had come to that lefolution, before they 
declared a difietent opinion. He had the plealure to be very 
well acquainted with the gentlera-ii iii the Diredion, and 
he was convinced they weie none of them capable of an aSt 
of inhumanity or iniuhice, niid therefore he wanted to 
know upon what grounds they had a 61 ed. As he had been 
appointed a Member of the CuinmittMe, he wilhed fioni cir- 
cumAances which had formerly happened at Bengal, to take 
every means in his power to aft will tlie lirifteft jiiflice and 
impartiality ; and the Houfe woi Id remember, that Mr. 
Towke laid no fort of ftn-fs upon any fei vices that either he 
himfelf or his father had lendeied the haA-lndia Company, 
hut reAed the claim merely upon the juAice of his calc. 
Upon this principle therefore, the Major laid, he had exa¬ 
mined it, and as far as he could make it o'lt, admitting the 
claim to be as Arong us Mr. Kowke lumlelf Aatul it, he 
W.1S entitled as a matter of right to four hundred pout ds a 
year, from Oftober lyJiS to November 17B9, and no 
longer. AVhetber in confideiation of the great age of Mr. 
f'owkc, and his having been fii A in the let vice lo long ago 
as the year 17351 Mr. I'owke Aiould be allowed four hun¬ 
dred pounds a year for theietnain ’er of his life, was aconA- 
deiation totally diAinft. !Mr. 1 ouke had not made any 
fuch pica; but had merely gone upon his right; had ex* 
prefsly declaied that he aAt.ed no favour, and therefore all 
the ciicumPances mentioned by the right honourable gentle¬ 
man (Mr. Burke) were totally fuieign from the queAion be¬ 
fore the Houfe. But the circumAances Aated by the right 
honourable gentleman, Mr. Buike, were not only totally 
contiary to the fafts. Major Scott faid, but dircftly contra- 
didory to the allegations in Mr. 1 ovvke’s petition, which 
was diawn with accuracy, and very correftly. I'he truth 
was, that Mr. I’owke had firA entered into the Company’s 
lervice in 17351 that he had continued in the fcrvicc until 
1748, or 1750, when le obtained a permiAion to go to 
India, not as a Compiiny’s fervant, but as a free merchant, 
and to Madras, the place of his nativity ; that in 1771, or 
1777, he came to Bengal, not as the Company ferv.mt, hut as 
a private merchant; that lie continued until 1778, when he 
was appointed as fenior merchant, fixed in that rank, and 
with ptrmiflion to refide at Benares. It was a mere idea of 
the n^ht honouralile gentleman, that the Diieftors had 
given liim any appointment of any kind; they had done no 
fuch thing; but Mr. HaAings, in 1780, appointed him 
Comptroller of Standing Oider.«, with a falary of 1200 
rupees a month. In 1782 or 3, th.it office was conferred 
upon another, but Mr. i'owke was allowed to retain the fa- 
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hrv) until 1785, when the lihreflors ilruck off the poll 
which Mr. towke had been appointed in 1780, and from 
which he was removed m 178a 01 3. They alio ftruck off 
his allowance of 1200 rupees a month, and h* became as a 
feivant out of employ, entitled only to the penfion or al¬ 
lowance of his lank, which was four hundred tupees a 
month. In this fituation he applied to £ail Cornwallis, 
fit ft for the office of Prelident ot Benares, next for a feat at 
the Revenue Board, but was unfuccefsful in both applica¬ 
tions. 1 hen he applied to come to Lngland upan the pen- 
fion, and liul leave. The fimple queftion then was this, 
what was tint penllon ^ Did it mean that any perion was to 
enjoy It for his life, or until the Dirrdois fhould fay, “ now 
“ you may go out, as we will pay you no longer.” *1 his 
was the mere point of right, and upon this ground Mr. 
Fowke had tiken it i>p. 1 ot his part, the Mifor faid, be 
never would content to cift fuch a ftigm 1 upon lo many re- 
Ipeflable gentlemen, as the relolution muft do, until they 
hal been bend themfdves, foi it was not what Mr. De- 
vaynes ra'ght fiy, or his honourable friend, howev r they 
might have aigiied the point, that could fatisfy him. He 
was convinced the Dittiftors could base no piivate views to 
anlwer, mnegitiving Mr. f owke^s application; and in the 
Houfe of Counmons to fay, upon e* parte evidence, that 
thofe gentlemen hud aSled unjuftly, 01 haftily, without 
hearing them, appeared to him very unhecom ng the dignity 
of the Houfe. He certainly would not adjourn the Houfe 
by calling tor a diviflon, but gentlemen ought to have the 
whole mattei before them, or they were not competent to 
come to a refolution, which after all could not be in any de¬ 
gree binding, if the Dtreiftors fliould be of a different opi¬ 
nion. Major Scott again faid, that any meiits of Mr. 
Fowke wtie totally out of the queftion. He obtained the 
penfion not fur merits but as his right. Tiie Direiftors le- 
fufed It becaufe they laid, he had no right, and he contended 
that the Houle were about to give an opinion upon ex parte 
evidence. 

Don- Mr. Dunelas wifticd to fay a few words on the fubje£l. 
M* He faid, he did not blame the Court of Direiftors as mean¬ 
ing to do otherwife than what was right, but they had cer- 
ta.iily totally miftaken the whole of this bufinefs. He 
knew peifeiSlly well all the relative circumftances with re¬ 
gard to the order m queftion, which indeed was made by 
himfelf, at a time when it was neceffiiry to do what perhaps 
might be deemed harfti things to perfons who had been long 
in the fervice of the Company. It had been deemed ablo- 
lutely neceffary, at that time, to difplace and reduce the 
income of many perions, who had been old fervants of the 

Company ; 
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Company; and it was thou|Iit right at the time that they 
ihould have an adequate allowance; and as it was conceived 
that tliey could live here, at home, on a fmaller fum of mo¬ 
ney than in India, a piovifion was accordingly made, and 
many of them came, in confequence, to this country, to 
take advantage of that proviGon. Mr. Dundas faid, he 
apprehended the Company had no authority whatever to de¬ 
prive Mr. Fowke of his right, or to make any new order of 
their own to counteract the purpofes of government. In¬ 
deed be Entertained no doubt but that when the Court of 
DireClors reconGdered the fubjeCt they would fee it in the 
proper light. He coucluded, with ohferving, that the refo^ 
lution was temperately exprefled, and unexceptionable. 

The queilion was then put on Mr. Burke’s fecond motion, 
and carried. 

He was about to make a third motion, when he was told it 
was unneceiTary. 

On the motion of Mr. Sheridan, the Houfe refolved itfelf 
into a Committee to take Into their further conGderation the 
report of the public income and expenditure. 

Mr. Jodrell in the Chair. 

Mr. Sheridan Giid, that thofe of his refolations which had Mr. 
been already moved, had met with fo difeouraging a necep* Sheridsa. 
tion, that he now found he had nothing to gain, and that all 
his exertions in their favour would be ufelefs. Having ex¬ 
perienced, however, fo much oppoGtion to his llatement of 
the income of the country, he ihould not only try whether 
the fame oppoGtion would be continued to his Gatement of 
its expenditure, and for this purpofe go on with a few more 
of his refolutions. He fliould take occaGon at fome future 
period to bring them all forward in a form in which they 
might be inferted on the journals of the Houfe. 

The refolutions, from the Gfth to the tenth, were then 
read, and after fome fhort and defultory converfation, fuc- 
celGvely negatived. 

Here Mr. Ryder moved, 

« That' the total amount of the intereG and charges of 
the public debt, and of the Turns ilTued for the redi ^lon 
thereof, of the charges on the aggregate or confolidated 
fund, and of the fum granted for the lupplies, during the 
" laft Gve years, except the fum of 207,000!. which re- 
" mained to be provided for in the prefent year, under the 
** head of deGciency of grants, has been defrayed by the 
<« produce within the faid years of the permanent taxes, by 
** the annual aids on land and malt, and by the fums ariGng 
from extraordinary refource^ with the addition of a loan 
** of one million ratfed by Tontine, and of 187,0001. ratfed 
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** by fliort annuities.” Which iliotion, after feme couverfa- 
tion» was carried. 

'1 hey then proceeded to the eleventh refolution, upon 
which, Mr. Pitt moved an ainendirenty 

“ That the fuin for defriyin^ the armament of 170'^, and 
keeping up the a Iditional number of leamen, was defrayed 
** inde|x;iidentlv of the ordinary income.** 

This amendment vvis adopted. The twelfth, thirteenth, 
and fourteenth leiolutions were then read, and negatived. 

'1 he fifteenth was alfo nega''ived without a fliiglc ob* 
jeffion Hated. 

The lixteenth was agreed to. 

The leventeenth, with an amendment, enumerating the 
feveral articles which raifed theeftimated expenditure of 1791 
fo much above thit of 1786, was alfo agreed to. 

Mr. Mr. Sheridan now moved an additional refolution, in fub- 
Sheridan, fiance “ that the eftiimted expence of the navy, army, 
** ordnance, militia, and mifcrllaneous fcrvices, by the rc- 
“ port of tlie ('oinmittee of 1791, exceeds that of the 
“ Committee of 1786 by 434,2 qjI ” which was agreed to. 

T he eighreeith was negitived and the nineteenth, as ds* 
pendant on the formci, withdrawn. 

On the twentieth, 

Mr. Steele propofed amendments, Aatmg the exedfs of the 
fum voted for the fervice of 1791, .ihove the eftimate of the 
Committee of 1786, includes vaiious articles of expence, 
that will not occur again. 

After fome debate, 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Fo\ faid, the great excefs of the fum voted for the 
current year .above the eflimiteof the Committee of 1791, 
the eflmiate of that Committee having fo much exceeded the 
eilimateof the Committee of 1786, ihewed, th.at no credit 
was due to any eflimate. Gentlemen now endeavoured to 
give leaions why the Committee of 1786 h.id been m'flaken, 
but It was of little importance to know how, fince they had 
been fo incredibly cironeous in their eftimate of almoft every 
article of expenditure. Not! ing appeared to him moie 
lulpicious, than the manner in which the eftimated expence, 
in both cafes, was nnd<> to quadrate with the eftimated in¬ 
come. Tn 1786, fo much, it was laid, would be the in¬ 
come, and fo much the expence. In 1791 the income was 
eftimated at a much greater fum, and the eftimate of expence 
increafed in the fame proportion. Now, without pretend¬ 
ing to bring a tharg'* againft any of the officers who pre¬ 
pared the eftimates of the feveral article*, with which the 
Sele6l Committee had nothing to do but to collefl the fum 
total, did not this afFord a ftrong prefumption, that the 
eftimates at the fevera* orces were made out, not with any 

view 
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Mew of whu was likely to fte the piobable future expence^ 
but on what wouUl make the total expence neaily balance 
with the tot'll income? 

Mr. Chancfjl )j J nt l.icl, this was to fuppofe that the of- Mr. Pm, 
fic IS who piepa'eil thi til mitis, hid not done their duty^ 
a iui poittioii whicli the C'( mmittee could not entertain on a 
nil re (uiin /e. That tlu elliinufJ ii\i.nuc now exceeded 
the eftiinu'd cvpenct, .il loth wiu incretfcd fince 

I/ho, (ltd iior ail »id (jiouiid toi luch a iappofttion. The 
ru L lit of ij ,»pce Ml s .((. nintcil 1 r ; uul gieat w'ould be 
t'lc m r't on a IV l»ujie occ ih .i, «r < means by 

will' il ii c<)ii]ii b u(’ it( J CO Ij .iilj with the fatfv of tlie 
cou.iuv (>1 i’ 'I II Cl ife cc, j’ wtic foi th’nav\, the 
e\[itic of’ll ( 1, ill I ,j iiii 1 tv.ui(l 11 I le »•'’jccd. and 
he w IS 1 'le would noi to 1 m i m i td. 1 here 

was till tell) (, no it.i i ii f i u Irulli i^ t i ci^mla^*s. 

Mr. tex obln « ' th it I'l i h* li / >i i dup gtntieinan Mi. Fo»% 
had givin as llioiig ^ui in ts i it i't tliir t of 1/85 
would not be txc 1 »’ 1 h hill i cn ii ifv ex- 

t tided, mil his alFu ai Cu n idi nov ^’•ifoi lU ' mg Mr. 

I Ov fiid, he (hd not nu ii to Inn g i c ni lali'l).iig 
efiiiiiitis .ijinll mj nun, litii'i h Ini no m .ri ot 
piovi ij It; bi.t iS a Memm i ii’ui it Ij d i g fi r 
•lippeiiih, he hid a light to 1IV, ihit the ci c ni ' i t'I e 
had nitniiiiud did atlnd a \ iIm <'i tl *■ dl mates 
will mul o t, 1 c)t btcuilc Inch and Indi n ' ll’iients 
w-u iKiti* r> for the dcfci cc ol tl. t n* hu'^ h cade 

thtic wa" much riunue to Ip tl. It w u a vc • itiious 

t uih ol mini to the ptople, he laid, t t tl » hi i n »1 ne 

pioimd (f lulitt Ml an> trtmu'eol i s; * 'e. oi oi ttie nro- 

liiiile Iniult ns rh't muft he mipoktl I'p H hipeJ 

tlMY would hel rhi' neci'hty nt w I'clu ig ' uiiii^iv, wht*, 
with iconoinv aiwass in tin ii moutl s, ) il il’m yijt after 
M-ar to tiM ex'eiKt of eOibhlliments, in i p i oi wl tn the 
countiv eiiio>td a grtater degiteof external 1 C'l.ny tnan iC 
had e\ti done htfoie; who inllead ot applvu g tne incitafe 
of K\ nue to the mluthion of th diht, iiid increal-d tlie 
tx|v*iue as theiLviniK incic il d, iiul f rf v< nl yn’‘s out- 
lim It. ''ut.h VMS th(' llaie of thi hnaiice ’hit m'llt h pre- 
fr nted t»the public i n tlu ir own ftievui g; ’.I if th's was 
an agr t ih*e llit(n tut to genthm* n, he wii'i..il thi.in joy of 
their Itnnti ns In tins iituilion, wlun iitleinen objerted 
to any hnnceof levinut, as in]uiious to the puulic, they" 

V lie h(Id out as uiiiiiical to the revenue. He did not agiee 
With his Ivmourable friend (Mi. blurn’in), that a lottery 
w IS altogethei an impioper io’tceof levenue; but lie did 
inoft compUttlv, that the txteniion of the excife was. It 
was faid, »hat the excite on tohjoco h-d fucceeded. He was 

voL.xxix. 4 
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forry for it; for as he never coiAd app*x>ve of rny comm ita- 
tion of liberty for revenue, he mull be forry for the fuccefs 
of any feheme that recommended the principle to the appioba* 
tion of tie Houie. Wbenevei any feheme rf exciie wis 
propofed, he fhould treat with contempt all inhnuations 
that to eppofe it was to (hew that he was hoftile to the reve¬ 
nue; and, that which was fit and propci for him to do on 
excite, was equally fo for any iiticmai on a lottery, or any 
other means of revenue, winch he thought prejudicnl to the 
liberty f r the morals of the fubjeifl 1 he Committee, Mr, 
Fox taid, had thrown out many of his honouiable fiitnd’s 
propofitions, without eicn attempting to fliew that they 
were fulfe. Tnev had, howevtr, left tuflicii-nt to piove the 
fillacy of all f imer cfi.iraates, aiTLilion , and prediiSlicns, 
relp i^ing the cxpenliture; that they did not yet know 
when a peare eftabhfhmeMt would tike plats, nor whcthei 
they weie yet within half a million of the annual expence. 

1 he Secretary at War proftfU d himkif incapable of m ik- 
irgoutfdk ^llimates. 

Mr. Fy/ier fiid, the Committe** of i''86 had not filled in 
Ryder tleir eftiroaU of the revenue and tlu fxtnoulinaiy ad ; le 
enumerated the additional cxpeiices uf the .aimy, navy, a id 
ordnance, which the Committee could not foicfcc; be¬ 
llowed an encomium on the ability and c-^ndour of the Com¬ 
mit tee of 1791, and congratulated h iifelt on having been a 
Mem' f rof it, 

Mr. Fox Mr. Fo\ declaied, th it he meant no leHt fliuii on the Com¬ 
mittee. 1 hey could oniy 1 part hi. liid, on the papers liid 
before them Their efiimate of the future revenu'*, be 
hoped, would be venhed; but he had no confidci ce what¬ 
ever in their ellimate of expence. None of theri had any 
more reafon to confide in it than he, nor had my of them 
Cxprefled the Itaft confidence in it He ncluded with lay¬ 
ing that the Committee of 1786 was admitted, on the fice 
of the accounts, to have been complctcl) miftaken in all their 
elliraates of expence and extraordinary aids. 

Mr. Pm. ChancUior P it affti ted, that the Committee of 1780 

wcie right in their efiimate of cxtiaordinaiy aids, ital'ow- 
ance were made for extraordinary exp''nces 
Mr, Mr hfjeridutt the Committee of 1786 was wrong on 

Slicndaa every ftatement, if fairly followed; and to prove that they 
were right in any one iiillance, .t was necdTai y to take part of 
one and put of anothei. 

Sir Chari. S"* ^ tnbury (a Member of the Committee of r 791), 

Baabury. fud, the Committee was not anfwe'able for the efitmarcs. 
Thev had proceeded as mere accountants on the papers laid 
before them. They Hated that fuch was the amount of the 
cHimates for a peace eilablifhmentf without exprcirmp- a iy 

I o^iiiioa 
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opinion lhat fuch eftimates ^ere proper, much lefs recom- 
niKnJing tl'fui to the Houfe. For this rtufon he objaded 
to the I’xpriiiion in the 39th refolaticn, “ That the Com- 
“ mitti’e pi opened great increaft*s to the peace efltabJiflimcnt.** 

They did not, Sir Charles faid, propoie ihoro incieafes; 

?nd he tor one did not approve of them. The peace efta- 
bliihinent, in his opinion, ought to be under the eftimate of 
1786- it appeared to him, that the whole fum applied to 
the difeharge of debt, had aiifeii from the uxtiaordinary aids, 
andco!i{e<!jviently, that in tlie lafl five years, we hud fpent a 
nnllirnannually moiethan our permanent income. Theex- 
trnoidinaiy aids wcie now exhauAed, and we had no relburce 
left hut frugality. 

Mr. Montagu (another Member of the Committee) faid, TVir. 
theMcnibcr*^ of tlic Committee w’cie not ev.-n bound to vote Montagu, 
for the incifafe of tAanl'Aimcnt in their leport, unlefs, on 
examination, they flioiildthink it neceAary. Fie had not 
mat,rial«, he faid, on winch to form his opinion, and till 
thole WLie befoie inm, hi had nothing for his guide but his 
good cpinion of MiiifAcrs, which was not fufilicient ground for 
voting inonev on. 

Mr. Steele’s amendments weic introduced, and liierefolu- 
tion agieed to. 

Tin twinty-fiiA and twenty-fccond were withdrawn. 

The twenty-thiid was agreed to, with an amend¬ 
ment. 

'riie twenty-fouitli was negatived without any ohjeflion 
Anted. 

In the twenty-fifth, 

Mr. Ryder introduced the fubAance of fcveial others, 
though in a very difierent form. 

'Fhe twenty-lixth was withdrawn. 

I'he twenty-fevenlli, eighth, and ninth were negatived 
without anyobje 61 ion Aatid. 

Ml. Fox here ohfirved, that the intention feemed to be to Mr. Fox. 
negative ail that were evidently true, and could neither be 
fupported nor oppofed by argument. 

The thirtieth re.olution was then read. Mr. Pitt moved 
an amendment, th.nt the words from “ that,” to “ money,” 
be loft out, which w'asaccordingly adopted. 

The thiriy-fecond, thirty-third and thirty*fourth refolu- 
tions were negatived. 

Hire Mr. Chancellor Pitt moved, " That during tlie faid 

fivejeats the fum of 5,4''4,592!. including 674,592!. ari- 
** fing fiom annuities expired or unclaimed, and from di- 
** vidends rn Aock bought, has been applied to the reduflion 

of the national debt, and that the annual intereA on the 

Aock bought, and the prefent amount of the annuities 

4P 2 ** expired 



66o 


PARLIAMENT ARV A. 1791. 

“ expiied or unclaimed, appeir*. to be 254,80^1. inaJditioi 
“ to the mill on aim lally chirgtdon tbeconiolid ited fund.” 
The motion wis p it nnd coined. 

The rtptn ung refolutions, the ihiity hfMi, th it\ fixlli, 
ih rty 1( vu th, il iity t ghlli, and that) moth, a liLiuiNcd 
aregifivw 

1 h-* report wisoi leied to be rec ivcd the nt..t div. 

Tilt Huufc adjourned. 

fl'c teflayt Zthyme, 

T h «11 r of tilt d IV b^'iiijr it id ior itc i\ ino the upo i< i 
t leKtl hitinis icl I1114 to iht public liitonv .uul i xp luli- 
tui , ill lilt u IS I) >t gilt up by Mr. |cui It, and thi 
Cl till n h( n r I lit on the txiil lelulution. 

Ml. S f r//? < i d, tint iiiiiurct iofill ^s hi Ca i icm h 1 
thtiidao to eh nil i iiui fliit nuit ot tlu levtiuc and tx, mni 

tin ^Ji rl * iill live V ns, lit ixuuld i o , a't 1 i t ip nmus* 
h.ddcii , lUtmpi t iirg It t lu itfnnMon «f f th 1 he 
jeiolnti >ns vvlnt.li 11 halmovtl, h v (.it n, CAihitid i 
more lLh nd coiic6t view of th- h itnc *' lliii* ihnit con- 
turn d in tin lepoir, and fot that reifon Ir iliould move the 
pievious cpi llion. 

1 he previous qutftion vvns negVued, and tl c follow ng 
lelolutionx weie Itvc-rally agreed to 

<* Relolved, T lu*' it apptns tint the‘'eK( 5 f Commute c of 
1786piucted d upon a (uppofition rh(t the mnual md 
ptrmanei t t ixts then fuhnll ng, wttc h tly to prcdifce in- 
nu dly the lum e i 115,397,4711 vi 7 tht 1 nd t ix 1,9^'i,65'~i 
themilt uty i32,)50l ttiillhepf'imincnt fixes i’,*797,^7 il. 

“ Refolvcd, lint it xpp m, bv the k port of the StltiSk 
Comniittef ot 171 li, th-t the pioduce i^ihe fiid ptrinaucnt 
taxes, in the \i i i'’S(>, wns 11,^^0,531!, being kls by 

960,9401. than the lum eJlimate I- in tie )tar 1787, 

12,754,795!, being leij hv .^.7 676I thm ihelid lum--■ 

m the yea I 1788, 12,812,9-, 1,hungup •» hv 15,^81* tlnii 
the fair! fum—in the yen 1/S(), 13,’j il h ingnniehy 

412,4001. ih n the lid kini-ml n th yen 171^0, 

13,78‘»,393l , i c ng me le hv 983,9'’ d t un the lud lum, 
including 193,00 1. being the imount ot one fi'ty tbnd 
weeklv piyment. 

“ 1 n It the >ro h r-c of the ‘a d t ixcs, upon in iverage of 
the firlf two veir-* (vi/ 17b) in I 1707) iinounted to 
12,'>95 063’, hui g 501,'^w8l. Ufs thaithe lum eftimated. 

“ i Mt the, pioduce of the laid taxes, upon an average of 

*\ilc rht above Report, printed foi J, Delictt, Picc'>dil!y. 

T PiU.ted ai o loi J. i)ebieu. 

the 
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thcfirli tliRP \tars, (\ iz 1706, 1787, and i*j 3 Z) nmounled 
to 12,^561 ,C() i. Iw mg 2 Hj, (,l. kts ih m (lie Iniii cii muted 

“ 1 hat tlie prcduce ot ti.e. laid t4.\( *, upon an ivtragf* of 
the fijft fuui 5cars, (\u. 1786, 1787, I'-H , and 1789) 
anuunted 10 1 »6,3,;j7l., U nj HJVjiU 1 1» than the 
lum til 111 iteJ. 

“ 1 hit the pioducp of the faid taxes, upon an avpiage of 
iiie )»ais, (ii/. I7h’^\ t7^7i 1788, 17^9. «iid 1790) 

amounud to i2,l 79,308!. bt'ng 81.837I ujou tlun iht lum 
til iiut^d. 

** '1 hat the pioduce of ih* f nd taxes, upt 11 an average of 
tie lill Ic ur >fars (vjz. 1787, 170 , 1789, and 1700) 
uiiouiu Ml. i3,j,0(0ih, htmg noic llian the 

litili 111 iiia*t d. 

“ I l»it tl pr duct o| til' Hid t.ix^s upen .in aveiageof 
Uk 1 il thiu y ns l\i/. i/b8, I*’t O') amounted 

to 13 c^I., Iting nn Jt rh.in ilie ium elt»- 

inattd. 

“ Ami tint the ptodme of ihf fiid tT’t'. uj c n an ave- 
lagfc ot ih-1 lit iwi) )i ais (vi/. i" by and 17(,o) amountul to 
i3,4(/> 1’1, bi mp 6u8,66’l. moie th m ih !i w t llimated.” 

“ Rtul.ed, 1 Int jp 111 b(. uIcmI ttu;r,, the VJefl Conimit- 
tteoli/iyi lii\e ad^(ltld to . tl lU* uhtnionil m politions 
winch oiglu tohavebtt" du’Kftd iioin then tn nute, ex¬ 
cept to! ai CO lici nets, wInch an oiint in the u hoi to 81,753!. 
.ind that iluv luvt inadc no ailouance io'* the diiinnution 
aiiiiiig licni t ic excfiiptiuns allowed in the hoilu tax, or fur 
the ttpt vl ol the tax upon line is and lluils. 

Rtlblvcd, 'I hat no con } 1 te icrmipt i.mxet be giseni 
of the pioduce ci Uie land a* d ina't ta cs fur me laA five 
yeari. 

“ '1 hat the net pinducc tf the land tax apjt irs liable to 
no inatciid satiation fioni 'c n tu ycai, and may be Rated at 
1,972,000]., being 5C00I moi* than the lum eilimaud. 

“ 1 hat the tut pioducf of tlieinilr tax m the stars 17811, 
1787, and 1788, appears to li ive be n upon .m average 
597,171!., King 35,179!. k!s than the lum eliiin I’td. 

** Rdolvtd, lliat it appeals, by the Report of the .‘'eleft 
Committee of 1791J that the tot.il smount of the mtireft 
and charges of the public debt, and of the (urns iff td for the 
leduclion theieof, of the charges i pon the iggtegiteand 
confoluhud fund, and of the lums granted foi thelnpphes 
(including the deficiencies of land and nulf, the deficiency of 
grants fot the year 1785, and the amount of tlie pn/es m the 
lotteries of the feveral yeais, with the charges attending 
them) 1us been, during the lafl five years, 88.116,916!.; 
and that the whole of the above chaigcs (except the fum of 

207,000!, 
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207,000!., which remained to bf; provided foi in the picfent 
year, undf r ihe h<’aJ ot Dcficiencv of Grants) lus been de¬ 
frayed’- 1 he pi oducc within the faid five years of the per- 
xn. nen I ixes by the annual a'ds on land and malt, and by 
th-lJF'. . 'fi'i'’ 'iMn ixira'rdinury refomcts, with the ad¬ 
dition of . O'le uiiiiijii railed by tontine, and of 

107,000!. ta.ied oy Ah il .iiininties. 

Rdolved, lhaf, o\-i aid above the fums granted for 
thefupplies, tb re appears to have been an inciea'c in tlie 
navy debt with ii - 'aid period, which is 'latt d at 4 o7j 9 -ol. 
at.danarra: 1.^ red n the Ordnance, under the litad r-f 
Unprovid' !, to .r'lionnt of 61,909!.; and that the defi¬ 
ciency of gr.un' f ihv r .790 exceeds that of the year 
178^ by tbr ^miIi r.f o,5f;Ol. 

“ Ref dv n, I hat tlie iuin voted for defraying thn ejiper.ce 
of the armiMiint of 1790, and for the charge of OoDO addi¬ 
tional fcameiifor the feivice of the piefent year (a.*v>untmg 
to 3.i ^3,c::o) is not included in the above account; but that 
a (eparatp piovifion has been made for dlfclurging tlie fame, 
independii’t of ’lie ‘uiuie income of the countiy, as clli- 
mated bv the Coii>ini»teeof 1791. 

“Rc!''l ed, 'I h.»t theSe'eft Committee appointed in 1786 
to exaniine and Ante the arcounts rtijting to the public in¬ 
come and exp nditure, and to re ort what might be expelled 
to be the annual amount of the Ij'd income and expenditure 
in future, have ftaied tlie expcfled futuie exi^endrturc ujion 
a permanent pf.ire t'l.’hliihtmnt, 1 eluding the annual 
million to Lc paid to tnc CunimifriAntrs, .it the (uni i'f 
15,478,181!. 

** Refolved, That the Select Committee, appointed in the 
prefent year 1791 to examine into the amounr of the public 
income and expenditure during the laft five years, and nlfo 
to report to the IJoufe what may be expected to lie the 
annual amount in future, ftate the expe'Acd expenditure, 
upon a permanent peace cAablilhment, includingthe annual 
million to be paid to the Commiilioneis, at the fum of 
15.969,178!. which is exclufive of the fum of i2,oool. 
iiiice charged on the coofolidatcd fund for the payment of an 
annuity 10 his Royal 1 lighnefs the Duke of Clarence; anJ 
that the above fum exceeds tiie permanent peace efiablifli- 
ment, as Hated by the Com littce of 1786, by 490,997!. 
of which 42,203!. is oil accouiK of thi. 'ncrcafe in the intercH 
and charges of the national debt, 2000I. on account of the 
intereil on Exchequer bills, 14,499!. on the difierence in 
the cliarges on the aggregate and confolidated funds, and of 
the produce of the appropriated duties, 2CO,oool. in the 
navy, 148,842!* in the army, 27 ,oooL in the ordnance. 
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4,31 il. in the mil.th, and ^4,142!. in the inifcellaneaus fer- 
vices. 

** R< rolvecljThat the exceeding in the edimate flared by the 
Co..»mittee of 1 91, on the five heads of navy, ainiy, otd- 
na'ice, militii) ..nd mifcell tneous fervice'*, above the efli- 
inate Haled by the Cotnm.ttce of i-jitb, ou the fame five head', 
amouiita to the !um • t 434, <.93!. 

“Refolved, 1 hat th( btJedt Committee of 1791 do not ap¬ 
pear to have tlnugh n ^htir du'v to inquire into, or to ftate 
any opiillon relpediMg int g'ound or ncctfllty for fucli in- 
creafC} undei tlie above htads of lei\ ice, ibe ellimates and 
accoun* s of vs hich come annually undei the reviiion of Parlia¬ 
ment. 

“ Ri'folved, That the pxpence of the prefent year, accoid- 

ing to the lei vices alit-ady voltd, andexclufivo of any extra 
ex pc nee for the preknt armanicnt, will amount to about 
the fumot i6,B3 ,j92c 1. exceeding the permanent peace efta- 
hlifhinent of the htletSl Committee of 1786 by the fum of 
1,355,739—and the enlarged {him ite of the Committee of 
1791 by the turn t f 864,742!. but that theie is included in 
the above lum of 864,7421. an excels of 131,405!. upon the 
navy, which is more than acet mind for I'y thw fum voted 
for the lepairs of fiigates in men ’ yard-, which expence 
will not recur again—and an e/ceu of t'^.7,4841. upoq the 
army, which is more than accoumed 1.1 t'y no allowance 
being made in i*k* grants of this ytai fii aimy favings, 
fimiljU'to that which is made in the efin ates o'171/* and 
1791, and by an advance of 71,5(9!. on uCcoun*'troops 
ferving in India, which is to be lepaid by the Kah Tndia 
Company—andantxcefs of 61,676!. upon the oidnince, o£ 
which 61,9071. aiifes fiom the dd. barge of ordnance unpro- 
vidtd, and alfo, an cxc< Is of 557,1771. under the head of 
mifcellanfoiis feivicoi, of which 1','>,444!. is on .account of 
Ameiican lufli’rers, an article of expense exprefsly excluded 
from the cflimates above mentioned, and the remainder- 
on account of Vaiious mifcellaneous fei vices peculiar to the 
prefent year. 

** Refolved, That the Selei'l Committee, eilimatlng upon 
an average of the three laft years, and adverting to the ad¬ 
ditional weeks receipt 1111790. have cdculated the future 
probable annual income at tlie fum of 16,030,786!. winch 
exceeds the future expenditure, as eflimated by the faid Com¬ 
mittee, by a fnm of 6mcS’’ —that the above income is cal¬ 
culated upon A levenue \. Inch appears to have been pro- 
greffively increafing, and i‘ exclufiv'c of any addition to be 
erpeifled from the amount of the taxes of 1789, or from the 
increafed produce of the duties r>n tobacco—and likewifeex- 
0lufive of the profits of the lottery, which amounted in the 

prefent 
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pr<»fcnt year nearly to 30^) ,ooof. and of any foms to ariiii 
from any incidental or < \tiaordinaty rcfources. 

“ Refolved, J hat the moiey leimming due upon th« 
principal and intereil of the Aineiicin and Kail I lorida 
Chun*, which lias been diieif^ed Pailiameiit to be p id 
by iiilUlincnts is llited to Invc amounted, on 10th Oflober 
1790, to I ,/,o6 1 exclufive of the interefl payable on 
fucli pill o It V umiinsund ft’ 3 d, and exclufivcalfoof 
farth I annual piyimnts an^p'i (1011s to AmencanLoyalifls, 
amoMiuiiRt 5 ,•* 1 pn uinuin. 

“ III It I 1(1, I In*, liefu’es this article fo ilated by the 
CominiiiM, itapptm, fiom th“ oidnince eftim ite infeited 
inilvn appLiuli>, tut tlu ellinuie f the future annual ex> 
pence of th t ofBci 1 e\r ’ iii\t t f inch fums a* are contained 
III the ell inn of ih lioaid of hiul and fea Oftctrs for 
addiiioinlk fir ftctin'y of llis VJ ijef^y’s dack yards, 
and of ni> o'her foitihn ions, or othei new woiks, to 
bt can led on in the Wtlt liidits, North Amtnca, or elft- 
where. 

“ Rtfolved, That, dining the 1 ifi five ycirs, the fum of 
5,42 ,59'’!. includu g 67 .jt) 1. a'lhn^fom innuiiits ex¬ 
pired 01 unci limed, ud fiMn disid nds on flock bought, 
ins been apjdied to tlie iidiiilion of the nitional debt; tint 
the fums by which tlv d 11 h(s httn me i il d within the 


fartie penod, appen, by the ujoit of the St left Committee, 
to have amounted to 160^,^191. haVng a balance of 
3,827,003! and tint the nmuil in left on ilie flock height, 
and thepieient 'imount of’he ini lutits cxpiitd 01 unclnmed, 
appeals to be'’54,8r4l m aldition to the m llion annually 
charged on the conloh 1 ited fund.'’ 

Asfoon as thefoitgoing ufolutions IndpafTed, 

Mr. Sheridan fnd, thit hiving given notice of his m- 
Shendu. tention to endeavour to get liii lefolutiuns put upon the 
journals, which could lut be done by moving thtni in a 
Committee, he ihould now move the firfl. 

Mr. Pitt Mr. Chancell ir Pitt 1 ud, tint the 1 f lolutions Inv ing been 
fully diftuflcd in the Committee, he ihould move the prtv i- 
ous queilion on evet y on of them. 

7 he following ufolutions were thenfevenlly moved, and 
the previous queflion put and carried on all, except the 
laft. 


“ That it appears that the Seleil Committee of 1786 
proceeded upon a fuppofition, that the annual and perma¬ 
nent taxes then fubfillmg weie likely to pioduce annually the 
fum of 15^397 47*1* 

« That the S( le£l Committee of 1786 ftate, that a far¬ 
ther coafiderable incrrafe in the then fubfifling taxes, be¬ 
yond 
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3pond their eftimate, might expefied, if the due collei^ion 
thereof coUld he fccured by meafures adequate to the pur- 
pofe, and fucli as would probably afford an ample provilion 
ibr any deficiencies which might at any time be found in 
certain extraordinary refources, bef >re enumerated by the 
(aid SeledCommittee; 

That it appears by the report of the Sele 61 Committee 
of 179!) that the produce of the faid taxes, from the 5th 
January 1786 to the 5th January 1787, amounted only to 
thefum-of 14,405,702!. being 991,709!. lefs than the fum 
cllimated; 

That the produce of the faid taxes, upon an average 
of thefirft two years (viZ. 1786 and 1787) amounted only 
to 14,864,834!. being :)32»b37!. lefs than the ium effi> 
mated; 

“ That the produce of the faid taxes, upon aA average of 
the firff tliiee year (viz. 1786, 1707, and 1788) amou ited 
only to 15,037,263!. being 360,208!. lefs than the Committee 
effimated; 

** That the produce of the faid taxes, upon an average of 
the firft four years (viz. 1786, 1787, 1788, and 1789) 
amounted only to 15,222,708!. being 174,763!. lefs than the 
Committee efliinated; 

And that the produce of the faid taxes, upon an average 
offive years (viz. 1786, 1787, 1788, 1789, and 1790) has 
amounted to 15,448,479!. leaving an exceeding of 5 i,oo 8L 
beyond theeftiinate of the faid Sele6! Committee; 

« That in this calculation the Select Committee of 1791 
have not advei ted to all the additional impofitions which 
ought to have been deduced from their eAiniate; 

That the total net produce of the public income, upon 
an average of the laft five years (viz. Irom 6th January 
1786 to 5th January 1791 (both inclufive) has amounted 
annually, including a fifty-third weekly payment, to a 
fum not exceeding the fum of 15,618,775!. 

** That the average expenditure during the fame period, 
including the fums paid to the American Loyalifis, and on 
account of other temporary mifcellaneous fervices, and the 
fum« ifliied to the Comn.iffioners for difcharging the na¬ 
tional debt; .ind adding the eftimated expence of the militia 
for the years 1789 and 1790; but exclufive of the expence 
of the armament in 1790, and of any addition to the navy 
debt fince 1786; has amounted annually to a fum exceeding 
the fum of 16,855,109!. 

« That the average excefs of expenditure beyond the 
average income^ during the above period, has amounted an¬ 
nually to a fum exceeding 1,236,334!. 

VoL.XXIX. 40 - “That 
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** That the total net produce of the public income, upon 
an averse of the laft three years, viz. from 6th January 
1788 to 5th January 1791 (both incluilve) has amounted 
annually, including a fifty-third weekly payment, to the fum 
of 16,030,2861. 

“ 1 hat the average expenditure during the fame period, 
including the fums paid to the American Loyalifts, and on 
account of other temporary mifcellaneous fervices, and the 
fums iflued to the Commlihoneis foi difcharging the na* 
tlonal debt; and adding the eftimatcd expence of the militia, 
for the years 1789 and 1790; but excludve of the ex]iencc 
of the armament in 1790, and of any addition to the navy 
debt finrc 1786; has amounted annually to a fum exceeding 
16,978,073!. 

“ 1 hat the av e r.ipe exrc fs of expenditure, beyond the ave¬ 
rage income, duiing the above penod, has amounted annually 
to 947 » 7 ^’ 7 *- 

** ihit the expence of the armament in the year 1790, 
feparauly provided for, and not included in the above ac¬ 
counts, has amounted to a fum exceeding three millions. 

** That It appears that the addition to the navy debt fmee 
31ft December 1785 is eftimated by thefeleft Committee at 
457,9501. and that, by an account delivered to the Iloufe 
fince the report of the Committee, this debt appears to have 
been farther increafed; 

That the total amount of the exceeding of expenditure 
in the five years before dated, exclufive of this addition to 
the luvy debt, and of the expence of the armament in 1790, 
amounts to the fum of 6,181,670!. 

“ Tint the extraordinary refources, by which this defi¬ 
ciency has Ireen fupplied during t}ie above period, have 
amounted to the fum of 6,191,1051. and have arifen from 
the following articles; vi/. 


From refpited duties paid in by the Eall-India 
Company 

From arrears of land tax granted prior to 

Ditto malt — —- 

p'rom fums remaining in the Exchequer on 5th 
January 1786 — — 

From impreft monies, and monies re-paid 
From money re-paid on account of advance 
for Foreign fecret Service — 

From fale of French prizes —- —• 

From army favings and Clielfea penfioners 
From pronf on the annual lottery •— 


528,500 

J3>»467 

* 4 » 87 S 

1,172,119 

820,165 

S4»ooo 

3,000 

1,091,147 

1,212,692 

Raiwd 
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Raifed by way of Tontine —- — 1,002,140 

Ditto by granting ftiort annuities — 187,000 


;^.6,191,105 

That from the nature of the articles which iiave com- 
pofed thefe extraordinary aids, no Hmilar nl&Aance, to any 
confiderable amount, can be expe(^ed in future, excepting 
from the .article of a lottery, Ihouid the legillature continue 
to think it right to avail itlelf of that expedient ; 

“ That the feledk Committee, appointed in 1786 to exa¬ 
mine and ftate the accounts rclarnig to the pubheincome and 
expenditure, and to report what might be expeded to be 
the annual amount of the faid income and expenditure 
in future, have Rated the expedlcd future expenditure upon 
a peimament peace eflahliihment, including the annual 
million to he paid to the Commiffioners, at the fum of 
I5>478»i8ii. 

** That the feleiSl: Committee, appointed in the prefent 
year 1791 to examine into the amount of the public income 
and expenditure during tlie lafl five years, and alfo to report 
to the Houle what may be expected to be the annual amount 
in future, Rate the expedled expenditure,*upon a p' imanent 
peace eRahiifhment, including the annual million to be paid 
to the Cominiffioners, at the fum of 15,969,178!. a Quin 
exceeding the permanent peace eRabllRiment, as Rated by 
the Committee of 1786, by 490.997!. 

“ That ih the icportof the leleiSl Committee in 1786, 
the accounts aie Rated to have been prepared on a calcula¬ 
tion of a permanent peace eRablidiinent towards the end of 
the year 17^0; 

“ That the Icleft Committee of 1791 Rate no time whciv 
their eRimate of a permanent peace eRabJifhment may be 
expedled to commence; 

“ That the expence of the prefent year, according to the 
fcrvices already voted, and exclufive of any extra expence 
for the prefent armament, will amount to the fum of 
16,833,920!. or more; exceeding the permanent peace efla- 
bliRimentof the fcle£l Committee ot 1786 by the fum of 
1,355,739!. and the enlarged eR'mate ot the Committee of 
1791 by the fum of 864,742!. 

« That the feledk Committee of 1786 calculate the a- 
mount of the permanent peace tRablifliinent, under the 
five heads of navy, army, ordnance, militia, and mifcella- 
neous fervices, at 3,913,274^* 

]^avy ■— * — • 1,800,000 

Army — — — i,6oo,odb 

4 a Oidnance 


667 
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Ordnance ^ * — 

Militia -I,- 
Mifcellaneons Services «— 


A, i79*f 

' 348, CXX) 
.91,000 
74*274 


^• 3 * 9 * 3*274 


That the feleA Committee of 1791 calculate the a- 
mount of the permanent peace eftablilhment, under the 
fame five heads of navy, army, ordnance, militia, aqd 
mifcellaneous fervices, at 4>347}569l. viz. 

Navy — 

Army — — 

Ordnance — — 

Militia — — 

Milcellaneous Services ’ 


2 ^ 000,000 

1,748,842 

SnyOOO 

95 * 3 ** 

I2b,4i6 


>^•4.347*569 


exceeding, in thefe five articles, the ellimate of 1786, by 
the fum of 43^,295!. 

« Thar the feledi Committee of 1791 do not appear to 
have thought it within their province to enquire into, or to 
(late an^ grouno or necefiity for. Inch increafe; 

“ That the furas voted for the fervice of the prefent 
year under the ^bove heads, but including no provifion for 
the prefent armament, are as follow: 

Navy — — 2,131,000 

Army —■ 1,853,000 

Ordnance ■— ■— 443,000 

Militia —• — 95 > 3 ** 

Mifcellaneous Services, including the 
furos to the American loyalifts, and 
other allowances — — 690,000 


^.5, 212,311 

exceeding the efiimateof 1786 by the fum of i,'>99,037U 
and the eftimateef 1791 by 864,742!. but deducing the 
fern of 2 o6,ooo 1. of the fum voted to the loyalifis, as being 
to be dar yed by the profits of the lottery, then exceeding 
the ellimate of 1 ;86 by the fum of 993,037!. and the efti- 
mare of 1791 by the fum of $58,742!. 

** 1 hat the feledl Committie, eflimating upon an average 
of the three lall years, and adverting to the additional week’s 
receipt in 1790, have calculated the future probable annual 
income at the fqm of 16,030,286!. exclofive-of the profits 
on a lottery; 


« That 
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That the receipt of eacih of the two laft years appears 
to have confiJerably exceeded that fuin; 

That in the receipt of the latter year, the great increafe 
appears to have artien under the head of excite; and that, 
in the articles of fpints and fpirit licences alone, the exceed* 
ing in the receipt of the year 1 790, over the receipt of the 
year 1786, amounts to thefum ot 599>355l. 

“ That it appears to have been highly proper in the feleft 
Committee to calculate, upon .maverageof thiee years at leaft, 
the furtire expe^ed income; at the lame time it appears to 
this Committee, that, on a review of the whole of t'le ac¬ 
counts, the future income may reafonably be expelled to a- 
mount to the fum ellimated by the feledf Committee; 

“ 7 'hat upon this eftimate, it appears that our future in¬ 
come is calculated as likely tq exceed our future expenditure 
by the amount of 6i,io8l. per annum. 

Income — — 16,030,286 

Expenditure — ~ J5»9h9»i78 


balance £, 61,108 

“ That this balanc*' is wholly inadequate to provide for 
thofe extraordinary cxpeaces which are adlually forefeen 
and admitted by the leledt Committee; for, though the fe~ 
left Committee ftate, that they do not conceive that “ it 
« falls within their province to confder what other extiaor- 
** dinary expences, not included m any ellimate before them, 
may occur in a coiirfe qf yearsyet they further llate, 
that “ the only article of this nature, which has been brought 
“ diftinftly under their view, is tlu amount of the money 
“ remaining due upon the principle and intereft of the Ame- 
rican and Eaft Florida claims, which has been direfled by 
Parliament to be paid by inflalments f* And it further 
appears, that this article, Co diilinftly brought to the view 
of the (eleft Committee, is ftatt d by them to have amount¬ 
ed, on lOth of Oftober 1790, 101,546,062!. exclufive of 
the intereft payable on fuch part of it as remains undifehatged, 
and exclufive alfo of further annual payments and penlions 
to Americ<an loyaliils, amounting to 5^.211!. per annum. 

** That hefides this article, fo flated by the Committee, 
it appears from the ordnance eftimate, inferted in their ap¬ 
pendix, that the eftimate of the future annual qjtpencc of 
that office is, « exclufive of fuch fums as are contained in 
the eftimate of the board of land and fea officers, addi- 
«< tional works for fecurity of His Majefty’s dock yards, and 
“ of «ny other fortification's, or otner new works, to be 
•* carried on in the Weft Indies, North America, or elfe- 
« where;” 


That 



47 ® 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1791. 

** That to meet thefe heavj Articles of inevitable extra 
expence, or the expeuce attending the prefent armament, or 
for anj future exceeding under the head of ^ mifcellanies,” 
beyond the i'um lad ellimated, the felefl Committee refer 
us to no extra refource that can be relied on, but that of a 
lotteiT* 

That admitting the future income to meet the eftimated 
expenditure, or even fo to increafe, as with the aid of a 
lottery to fatisfy the above certain extra demands, in the 
courfe of the five years next enfuing, yet will the public 
income remain wholly unequal to afford the fmalled aid to 
any new and unforefeen demand that may arife, either for 
any armament or any other unforefeen contingency within 
that pel iod, or to fpare the fmalleft furplus towards the re< 
dudlion of the unfunded debt, already increaled to a degree, 
and continued at an amount, wholly unprecedented, in time 
of peace, in the annals of this country; 

« That the experience of the three laft years, in the 
courfe of which the unexpedled and heavy expence of two 
armaments has been incurred and fitisfied, while a tiiird re¬ 
mains to be provided for, would render it highly improvi¬ 
dent in this Committee not to advert to the probability of 
fimilar events recurrijig; 

“ That the fum ftatcd by the feleft Committee to have 
been adluaily applied to the difeharge of the public debt, 
amounts to 4,750,000!. finm which it is admitted that there 
/hould be deduced the tontine million increafed on the navy 
debt, and other articles of debt contradled, to the amount of 
ijfoaisSql. leaving a balance of 3,147,411!. 

** That in the account of the debt contracted, no allow¬ 
ance is made for fuch part of the old navy debt as now 
bears intereft, and which muft be conlidered as additional 
debt; nor are the (hort annuities granted in 17S9 admitted, 
although the initalment repaid, inftead of being paid over to 
the CommiiConers for reducing the national debt, was ap¬ 
plied to the fervices of laft year; 

« That the annuai intereft of the capital ftock, ftated to 
have been purebafed by the Coinmiftioners fur reducing the 
national debt, up to thefirft of February 1791, amounts to 
the fum of 203,170!. from which is to be dcduCled the in¬ 
creafed annual charge for the intereft of the tontine loan, 
vi^. 42,262!. leaving the fum in favour of the CommiiBoncrs 
160,9081. and if from this fum a further reduction is made 
for the increafe of intereft on the navy debt, ftated, ilnce 
the report of the feleCt Cominittee, to amount to 49,888!. 
that fum will he reduced to i ii,02ol. 

** That the permanent addition to the*peace eftahliftiment, 
ft tied by the leleCl Committee of 1701 as to remain on th'e 

five 
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£ve articles before enumerated, amounts to 434129 fo 
that, while an annuity to the amount of iii,020l. has 
been redeemed by the Commiffioners on behalf of the pub¬ 
lic, in the form of re-puichafing debt, an annuity of four 
times that amount is propofed to be entailed on the nation, 
in the form of increafrd eftabliihment." 

Mr. Sheridfln now obferved, that compelling the Chan- Mr. 
cellor of the Exchequer to refort to the previous queftion, SheridaB. 
was preciiely what he had in view, as it fiiewed that tho 
right honourable gentleman felt the refolutions to be fads, 
and durfl; not allow them to fland on the journals as nega¬ 
tived. Mr. Shei idan faid, the laft of his refolutions, with 
a litile alteration in the preamble, was as applicable to the 
relolutions adopted by the Houfe, as to thole with which it 
svas originally conneded, and he fhould take the fenfe of 
the Houfe upon it. He then moved, 

1 hat upon due conCderation of the report made this 
day from the Committee of the whole Houfe, to whom 
“ the confideration of the report from the beled Committee 
of 1791 was referred, and alfo upon confideration of the 
two reports of 1791 and 17B6, and of the feveial accounts 
** before the Houfe relative to the public income and expen- 
diture. It appears proper and necellary to declare, that the 
** great increafes propofed to the permanent peace eAablifh- 
ment, in the report of 1791, ought not to be confidered 
as receiving countenance or approbation fiom the Houfe 
** of Commons, until the caufes of the fame fhall be explain- 
** ed, and the necefhty of them made manifed.” 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid he fhould certainly oppofe It, and 
the Houfe divided ; 

Ayes, 19; Noes, 34. Majority, 15. 

The following report from the Committee which had fat 
feveral days in an inquiry refpedling the application of mo-* 
ney granted for Carlton Houfe, was brought up by Lord 
Sheffield, the Chairman : 

The Committee appointed to inquire refpefling the ap¬ 
plication of the money voted for the additions to, and the 
furnilhingof, Carlton Houfe, have, in obedience to the or¬ 
der of the Houfe, proceeded therein. 

“ Your Committee find that the fums voted bv Parliament 
for the additions to, and furnifhing of, Carlton Houfe, 
amounting to 55,200!. were ilTued from the Treafury to 
Mr. Lyte, Treafurer to his Royal Highnefs the Prince of 
Wales, at various times; and that, by the exprefs command 
of bis Royal Highnefs, the faid fuins were fet apart and kept 
feparate in an account at MelTrs. R.anfem, Moreland, and 
Hammerfley’s, and made fubje 61 to th® order of Mr. Henry 
I Holland, 
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Holland, the architefl, to beg applied to the porpofes for 
which they were iiTued. 

, « And your Committee farther £nd, that the whole of 

the faid money has been paid to Mr. Holland, excepting the 
fum of 4,4501. paid by Mr. Hammerfley to the upholfterer, on 
account, for furniture. 

** It appears to your Committee, that the money fo re¬ 
ceived by Mr. Holland has been paid to difierent perfons em<* 
ployed in the works of Carlton Houle, whofe names, and 
the fums paid to each, have been laid before your. Commit¬ 
tee. 

** It appears, that fuch paynients have been made on an 
open account, leaving a confiderable balance due for work 
already done: and it alfo appears to your Committee, Hhat 
the additions to, and furnilhing of, Catlton Houfe, aie in¬ 
complete. 

“ It alfo appears to your Committee, that the eftimate of 
the 14th of May, 17S7, is ftuted by Mi. Holland as having 
been made in great hade: that the lame appears to have beed 
referred, in July following, by the command of the Prince 
of Wales, to fhe Officers of His Majefty’s works; who de¬ 
clined giving any opinion on the particulars thereof, farther 
than that th-pricey propofed to be allowed to the tradefmen, 

' as far as they went, agreed with thofe ufually allowed in 
His Majelly’s works.—'fhat no other eftimate was formed 
till his *<oval Highnefs ordered the eftimate of November 
1781) ^ be prepared; which eftimate was afterwards re¬ 
duced nearlv one half, by his Royal Highnefs himfelf. 

" That in the ti*le ef this laft eftimate there appears a ma¬ 
terial error, 111 referring to the date of the application to 
Parliament in 1787, and ftating aiticles of furniture as be¬ 
ing for other ftate rooms not then projected; the meaning of 
‘which is now explained by Mr. Holland to be this, that it 
is an eftimate of furniture intended to replace articles de- 
figned to be ufed before any ftate rooms were projedied, and 
certain articles which were intended to be employed in the 
ftate ropros, until an alteration was made in the plan of fur¬ 
niture, as ftated and explained m the letter of Colonel Hulfe 
and Mr Holland, of November 17th 1789, which is before 
the Houfe; hut that the ftate rooms are the fame as deferihed 
in the building eftiinite of May Z4th 1787, and that no new 
buildings er rooms have been added, although fome altera¬ 
tions have been made in the arrangement of the apart¬ 
ments," 

Lord Lord Sheffuld ohferved, that an efl^ntial part of his object 
Sheffield, in propofing a Committee had been anfwered; that it had 
been clearly proved that tira money granted had been fairlr 
expendd, "and applied to the purpofes for which it was vote^ 

and 
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‘and that by the exprefs conj^mafid of the Prince of Walei^ it 
had been entered in a feparate account at his bankers, to be 
anfwerable only to demands for building and furnifting 
Carlton Houfe. The fum voted, his Lordfliip laid, proved 
by no means anfwerable to the expence at Carlton Houfe; 
many had looked on thefe works as public works, and had 
confidered the public as anfwerable. It was not fuppofed 
that Parliament had limited the expence of the Palace for a 
Prince of Wales to the fum firft voted. Several families 
were greatly diftreiled, and likely to be ruined by the non¬ 
payment or bills for work done at Carlton Houfe* The 
Prince, as was well known, for he had no communication 
with his Koyal Highnefs, felt ilrongly for their diAreiles. 

It was unfit fuch a buHnefs Ihould remain on fuch a footing* 

It was at the fame time, diliicult to make any propofition 
that would be fatisfadlory. lie wifhed not to propofe new 
burthens, although, perhaps, it would be only prudence 
then, to fettle the bufmefs. His Lordfhtp concluded with 
faying he certainly fhould not propofe any thing that could 
be thought difrefpetSlful to His Majefty, or that wvas not 
likely to meet the general wi/hes of the country; but if he 
found it would be acceptable to the Houfe, he fliould move, 

** I'hat the report) with an humble addrefs, be fubmitted to 
« His Majefty” 

Mr. Chancellor PrVrfaid, the noble Lord had done wifely Mr. Pirn 
and judicioufty in not making a motion on the fubje£l: in io 
thin a Houfe, and fo advanced a pt'Hod of the feftion. He 
was fure tliat no motion would have received the general con¬ 
currence of the Houfe. 

Lord Shefiield thought the heft way would be to fubmitthe 
whole CO His Majefty's confideration. 

Mr. Shetidan recommended it to his Lordftiip to move, Mf- 
** That the report lie on the table and be printed,” Tlje Shcndsa. 
ohjedi was, that the whole tranfaflion might be fairly 
known, and the mifreprefentations done away which had 
been circulated refpedling it. • 'I'his he wifhed inor** particu¬ 
larly; on account of the extraordinary miftake of keeping 
back a paper (No. 5)** which he had long confended was 
delivered in at the Treafury, and whiih was at length pro¬ 
duced. The omiffion had made a deep impreffion on many 


• The following i« • Copy of the Paper alluded to by Mr. .Sheridan; 

HBNky Hollam) in Account for the Works at Carlton Houfe. 

Amount of cafh received from Augull 1787, to Novembei 141 

X,80 - - - ‘ 0 • 

Amoiwt of cafh paid from Auguft $ 3 , j 787, to Now 14,1789 50,374 8 9 

la hand - 575 >< 3 

4R 
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gentle- 
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gentlemeii; and was the mot\ extraotdinary» as the ji^Bper 
wae the moil important of ail, (hewing how the money had 
been applied; and the papers firft piefented, among which 
another was fabilitutM for this, containing a note 'figned 
Geoige Rofe^ dating, That the Commiilioners of the 
** Treafury had no official knowledge of the application of 
** the money, after it was idued.’* Mr. Sheridan faid) he 
did not mean to take any farther notice of this; but he hoped, 
that thofe in whole care the paper was, would be fererely 
reprimanded by their fuperiors for the negle(^. .' 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

The following Report from the Committee appointed to 
inquire into the manner in which an a<d, made in the xsd 
year of the reign of his late Majedy King George the Se* 
cond, intitled, An adl for enlarging and maintaining the 
** harbour of Ramfg.ite, and fur cleanfing, amending, and 
** preferring the haven of Sandwich,’* has been carri^ into 
execution, &c. &c. was laid on the table. 

<< The Committee appointed to inquire into the manner 
in which an trade in the xad year of the reign of his late 
Majedy King George the Second, intitled, ** An aid for en- 
larging and mairitaining the harbour of Ramfgate, and for 
** cleanfing, amending, and preferving the haven of Sand> 
'* .wich,” has been carried into execution; what rates and 
duties have been impofcd, and what fums of money have 
been colle£led by virtue thereof, and to what purpoies fuch 
money has been applied; and to report the fame,- with their 
ohfervations thereupon, to the Houfe: and to whom .the 
petition of the merchants and (hip owners of the port of Lon¬ 
don; and alio, the petition of the merchants and (hip own¬ 
ers of the port of Scarborough; and alfo, tjie petition of the 
merchants and (hip owners of the port of Hull; and alfo, 
the petition of the merchants and (hip owners of Sunderland, 
in the county of Durham; ,and alfo, the petition of the 
merchants and (hip owners of the city and port of Bifftol; 
and alfo, the petition of the merchants and (hip owners of 
the town and port of Newcaille; and alfo, the petition of tlie 
merchants and fhip owners of Whitby, were feverally re¬ 
ferred : and who were inilrufled to take into confideratioa 
an aft pafltd in the 5th year of the reign of his prefent Ma- 
jeily, Intitled, ** An ad to enlarge certain powers granted 
“ by an ad pafled in the aad year of the reien of King 
** George the Second, intitled. An ad for eniargiilg and 
maintaining the harbour, of Ramfgate, and for cleanling 
** amending, and preferving the haven of Sandwich,** have 
txamined the matters to them referred; and have agreed to 

repojt 
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report the fame, tc^etber with their ( 4 >iervatiQnt tjiereupo^f 
to the Houfe; which report i& as followittb, vis. 

** It appeared to your Committee) that the Trufieea a< 9 ;ing 
in the execution cf the aA of the aad of his late Majefty 
King George the Second, haNe eie£ie<i the piers, docks, and 
other works defcribed in the annexed plan, and did m the 
year 1749 impofe the following rates or duties, viz. 3d. per 
ton on v^ls from :o to 300 tons; id. per ton on vei&ls of 
upwar(^$ of 300tons; and i|d. for eve^chaldron of coals 
and ton of itone; which rates or duti^ continued till the 
year 1768: and in the year 1768 the Truilees impofed, in 
fieu of the former, tlie following rates or duties, viz. 3|d. 
per ton on veHels from 20 to 3CO tons; 1 ^d. per ton on vef- 
iels above 300 tons, and 1 Jd. for every ton of ftone and 
chaldron of coals; whK h laft mentioned rates or duties con¬ 
tinued for one year: and in the year 1769 the I'rullees im- 
poled, ic> lieu of the former, the following rates or duties, 
viz. 6d. per ton on vrflels from 20 to 300 tons; 2d. per ton 
on vcfleJs above 300 tons; and 3d. for every chaldron of 
coals and ton of done; which lad mentioned rates or duties 
continued without variation from that time hitherto; and 
bv means of the faid ra'es or duties,»there hath been coU 
]e£led, to Midfummer 1790 - ^ 3 i 

Deduid for allowance to 

colleflors, the fum of 1^.23,022 10 o| 

Ditto for lodes by bad 
debts - - 433 7 

-23.455 *7 

348,426 10 s 

The Tniftres have raifed and received by 

fale of annuities - ' 87 » 52 ^ • 5 4 

The Trudees have received by rents of 
edates veded in them, and for dividends 
of funds purchafcd out of the produce 
of the colledlion up to 1790, now dand- 
ing in the names of the I'rudees after- 
named, the fum of - 12,992 8 5 

448,940 4 a 

L 

The Trudees, out of the monies col- 
ledled and raifed as afoiefaid, have 
expended the following fums of mo¬ 
ney to Midfummer 1790* viz. 

4R a 


In 
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In works at tht hariwur, ' 
the fum of - • 219,700 O 6 

Ill payments to Sandwich 
Haven, annaities, fa- 
laries, and gratuities 
to officers, and contin¬ 
gent expences, the fum 
of - - - iS 3 »oo 7 *8 s 

In the purchafeof public 
funds, the fum pf - 37»378 10 o 

Making together the fum of - 410,086 8 9 

Which leaves a balance of - 3^*8 ^3 15 5 

Of which balance there is in the hands of 
the Treafurers the fum of - 33«<^34 H 

There is now ftanding in the names of Alexandit Aubert, 
£fq. and Arnold Mello, £fq. joint Treafurers of the faid 
tiuft, the following public funds, purchaied with the monies 
raifed and coliedted as aforefaid, viz. 

Bank 3 per cent, conlblidated annuities - ,^.40,000 

Bank 4 per cent, annuities - - 10,000 

“ The Truftees are pollened of a leafe of a dwelling houfe 
and other buildings, in Auilin Friars, London, ufed for the 
purpofe of carrying on the bufinefs relating to the harbour, 
which leafe was granted by Richard Henry Clarke and 
others, to the faid Arnold Mello, and others of the trull, for 
the term of 60 years, from Lady Day 1788, at the clear 
yearly rent of 60I. upon which premil&s the Truftees have 
expended, in repairs thereof, in the years 1788 and 1789 the 
fum of ^,5001, and upwards. 

“ The Truftees have purcliafed freehold propeity at 
Kamfgate, part whereof is let olF, and the annual rents 
amount to 37!. 5$. clear. 

** It aifo appeared to your Committee, that the accounts 
of the Trealurers of the faid tiuft have been audited and 
])afled by the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Lon¬ 
don, in purfuance of the faid adls, fioin the commencement 
thereof to the 24th d^ of June 1787 ; but from that time 
the accounts of the Treafurers liave not been pafted by the 
laid Mayor and Aldermen, although prefented to them for 
that purpofe, they the faid Mayor and Aldermen conlider.ng 
that large fums of money had been expended contrary to the 
Ipirit and intent of the faid a( 5 ls of Parliament, as appears by 
tlie retmrt of the Committee of the laid Mayor and Alder¬ 
men, dated 12th April laft, appointed to audit and examine 
the laid accounts 

2 « It 
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<< It alfo appeared to yoift Committee, tliat the annnitiee 
payable to the now forvivine annuitants amount in the whole 
to the fum of 1,093!. as. on. annually, as appears in the 
Appendix, No 1; and that the fums annually paid in fala* 
ries and gratuities to OfEcers, do amount in the whole to 
the fum of 1,155!. which falaries and gratuities, together 
with the employments of OfBcers, appear in the Appendix, 
No a. 

It farther appeared to your Committee, that the re¬ 
venue has exceeded the expenditum verv coniideiably, and 
that it is an unnect^ary burthen public to raife fa 

great a fum, however uleful the faid harbour has proved; 
and there the laid balance of 33,034!. 14s. rod. in the 
Treafuiers hands in June 1790, and the income arifing from 
the money invelled m the public funds being more than fuf- 
£cient to keep down the growing payments of the annuities 
(the whole where of. from the advanced age of the annui¬ 
tants, maj be expedled to end in a few years) your Commit¬ 
tee obfeive. that the piefent adls are defective in powers as 
to the appropriation of the funded property, the internal 
Government and regulation of the harbour, and in other par¬ 
ticulars. Whereupon, 

Your Committee have dire^ed the Chairman to move 
the Houle for leave to bring in a bill to explain, amend, and 
extend the powers of two aCls, the one made in the 22d year 
of the reign of his late R'''ajefty King (ieorge the Second, in- 
titled, ** an for enlaiging and maintaining the harbour 
* ofRamfgate, and forclcanhng. amending, and preferving 
the haven of Sandwich;” the other made in the 5th year 
of the reign of his prelent Majefty, intitled, “ An aCl to en- 
large certain powers granted by an aCl paiTed in the 22d 
“ year of the reign of King George the Second, intitled, 
an aft for enlarging and maintaining the harbour of Ramf- 
gate, and for cleanling, amending, and preferving the ha- 
yen of Sandwich,” 
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APPENDIX, No. 1. 


OFFICERS employed under TruRees of Ramfgate Harbojjr. 


William Evans, Secretary ^ — 

Thomas Evans, Clerk — — 

Allowance to Houfekeeper, for which (he is to find Ser« 
, vants, and all other neceflary Articles •— 

John Smeaton, Engineer — — 

Samuel Patman, Storekeeper — 

Henry Cull, Mafon — 

George Strivens, Harbour Mafter — — 

Stephen Heritage, Agent at Ramfgate — — 

Chriftian Nation, Mellenger — — 

Allowance to Edmund Hurft, late Mafon — — 

Do William Carling, late Harbour Mafter — 

Total per Annum — — 


£■ 

s. 

d. 

350 

0 

0 

*50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

250 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

30 

0 

• 

»*S 5 

0 
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The following Papers were alfo bid upon the table, for the perufal 
•f the Members: 



to all Parts, in the Years 


A. 1791. 


DEB 


T E S. 


s> a 

= ^ 
o 

e; « 

Oi CO 

2i 

i: 

■JS c 
z: o 

•cu 

P-i as 

<-> -o 

s S 

^ -- 
^ CS 
n 3 <U 
StH 

h 

o j: 

D- u 

« ‘*0 
oT C 

taa 

rt — 

M bO 

H 

»T 3 <i 5 

^*5 

g 

O CO 

ir 


*: CO 
rt °° 

o': 

JS CO 


. • CO 

5 o 

S I 

Crt 0 


li ^ 
aj I «« 
^ I O 


^ ; -2 
tJ :? 


B ONQ 0> 

I 11 j 2111 :- 

9 jht 


coo O •-• CO 
'O O *^o '-t 
vT r». ^ 

^ M M 

NO ^00 *0 CO 
CJN lOsO 00 ’4' 
CO 1^0 'J* "* 


On CO 
00 P« , 
00 On I 

X ^ I 


O O CO PI o 

NO to O ON w 

o o o ‘o I 00 

• # n I ^ 

vO 00 <M M • 
NtOO to ’+■ p| 

NO 0 nO ^ cl 


1 IJy^' ' ' 

Cl 


no o no to o o 

't- toso >0 tOsO 

ro i-i •-• w i> to 

•- "T *0 O to ON ! 
'O 4-30 O N*- 
« COOO NO CO 

cl •-• 


1 i| i I I U I 

j I 

. sw 

rt •« tM 

M o S O 

•s ^ t-* ' 

.5 § £*? S 

2 

•u CJ Cm 13 

ffl — ® c it 

.a M to S rt 

y c « 2 2 •£ 3 

#1 *2 ts *S t" El JC 

-T 3 C S o 0*3 

Gi^BQCAb(/ 3 ^ 


VoL. XXIX. 



682 


PARLIAMENTARl^ 


A. 1791, 


O o 


'rt V 

2 M 


<*2 



u 

§4 a 

M ba 
«'S 
u u 
c6 O 

” e « 

CO 2 t; 
te "O 

p4 


J3 O O t 

M e« 


£ O 

a* 


o»o en 


J>-W Q'VC 
4J w> 

fesO O'*^ 

—*T ^ 

t) cnwivj»o 


^so M ei e 4 

—• « ►< 

• E « w O CO 

cr 

M O 
*2 O' O' cl 

> CO CO O' CO 

O ►* Cl "• O' 

M 00 


. ■St3=- 

M'S O 

V c « 

3 «> t« . 
gstijcu ^ 

t, 


s 

CO 


O V 
*4 3 


•2*8 ow 

-TJ V 

Rg-S 


eg 

u 


«"o a 

u c .d 


s, 

5-g 

»« 98 


cn 


i>-e2 

a)—I 


^ CO C^ lOsO 

—• el IN d « 

E CO CO CO CO 
O' 

CO M O' ^ 
«2 d *>. CO CO 
gS VO C'o N 4 o 

r«. cooo CO 

d d M d 


CO o 

iS^ 


w 

M S 


“ VO r* 100 

S M d IN 

CO d d IN d 

C* 

O' d T^vO 

• VO VO O 00 

1 4; d d co%C 

O *'*00 *N eo 

I M M d d 


««4 M 

•= & 
fid 3 
CO 

*0 § 
I^VCM 

^ M m 

•SI'S 
S g c 
Isg. 


^ M VO «OOC 


E O CO" CO 
O' 

VO r>. *- "»*■ 
1^00 *4 d 

. O CO O' d 

«b A A 

"<5 d vod 
r-? CO vO “ O 
C'nC'^O O 
^ 

•1 M d d 


d co'^ VO 

cn !««. fN, 

In. ri. 


n 

u 


OwO « « 

M d 

end *- d 


too CO c» 
C<.vo (OOb 
■v^ d O 00 

M A IN 

dOOOO eo 
»OVO« O 


>0 O eOVO 

M d C* M 

•1 o cod 

O' VO >-1 lx 

Cn. r^so M 

*>• VO vj- O 

X as 14 X 

d vO VO 


O O' Cn tN. 

XI IN 

d CO « IN 


« O vO ao 
vO VO O vO 

d IN VO O' 
4i^^d CO 

d IN d *■ 


O O' O CO 

d IN 

CO CO d 


\0 IN IN ^ 

COOO VO O 
\0 vO CO N. 

X n N X 

vL CO O' tN. 
O' CO 'i d 


CO d IN tN 
IN d *-» 

O O d O 


•N O CO VO 

Cl o d Q 

•I *N. Cl O 

X X X X 

sO VO VO d 
d \0 COOO 
O' O O'30 

M 

^ C 4 M •-• 


Mil MM 


CnOO O'© 
00 00 00 O' 

In. I'N tN . 



Account of the Qnantity of Britilh and Foreign Plantation Sugars, imported into North America, in the fol- 


A. 1791* 


D E B A X £ S* 

} 


e 


< 



e 

c« 








An Account of the ^antity of Suoar^ being Britiih Plantation Produce, imported into Great Britain in the fol¬ 
lowing Years; diftinguiihing each Year, and each Ifland from whence imported. 
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Fridayf \oth yune, 

A meflage from His Majefty, was dcliveied hy Sir Trancis 
Molyiieux, gentleman UAitr of the Black Rod: 

“ Mr. Speaker, 

** Tlie King commands this honouraMe Honfe to attend 
•* His Majelty, immediately, in the Houfe of Peer'.” 

m • 

Accordingly Mr. Speiker, with the Houfe, went up to 
attend His Majefty; where His Majefty was pleaied to gne 
the Royal aflent to fevc >.il public and pi i v ito bills. 

After which, His M.ijeftv was plial.d to make a raoft 
gracious fpeecb from the throne to both Houles of Pailia.> 
cient, as folioweth; viz. 

♦ 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

/N clq/ing the preftnt fejjton of Pat liamchty I cannot finit ex^ 
prejjing my fatisfadiion in that zeal for the public intetejis with 
which you have applied ) ourfilves to ihc conjidetaihn of the dif- 
ftrent ohjetls which I tecommended to your attention. 

^The meafares which have bien adopvd fot^efiaying the extro/^ 
ordinary cxpencesof thelaft year, in fuch a manna as not to make 
any permanent addition to the public but them ^ and the provi/ions 
whiih have been made for tic good government and profperity of 
my fuhjefis in Canada^ call for my particular acknowledge¬ 
ments. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I return you my thanks for the rcadinefs with which you ham 
granted the fapplies neceffary for the public firvice^ andfor the 
proof of your affeSlionate attachment, in enabling me to provide 
for apart of the charges of the younger branches ftny family^ out 
of the conjolidatedfund. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 




I am not yet enabled to inform you tf ihe rejult of the Jleps 
which 1 have taken with a view to the re ejlablifhmnt of peace 
between Puff a and the Porte. It is my earneji wifh that this im¬ 
portant objeff may be efequated in fuch a manner as may contri¬ 
bute to the prefer vation and maintenance of the general tranquil¬ 
lity of F.utope, I feel, with the greatefi fatisfa&ion, the confi¬ 
dence which you have repofed in me, and my conflant endeavoure 
will be direHed to the purjuit of fuch meafures as may appear to mo 
befi calculated to promote the intero/is and happinefs of myptopU^ 
which art infeparabU from my own. 


# 




a 



PARLIAMENTARY,&c. A. 1791. 

And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, by His Majefty’s 
Command, faid, 

** My Lords, and gentlemen, 

It IS His Majefty’s Royal will and pleafurc, that this 
Parliament be prorogued to Tuefday the i6th day of Au- 
guil next, to he then here holden; and this Parliament is 
accordingly prorogued to Tuefday the i6th day ofAuguft 
next,” 


»M1> OI THt Tvjri NTY-NlJriH VOLUMS. 



‘ NEW PUBLICATIONS, printed for J. DEERE' 

Burlington House, Piccadillt. 


A n authentic copy the NEW CONSTITUTION of FRANCE, 

as Reviftd and Amended by the National Allembly, and prefented to the 
King, Sept. 3, and finally accepted Sept 14, 1791. In FRENCH and ENG¬ 
LISH. The Stcond Edition. To which is added, the KING'S LETTER, 
and the fubrequent Proceedings m the NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, on his Ac¬ 
ceptance of the New Conflitution. 

An AUTHENTIC COPY of the NEW CONSTITUTION of POLAND, 
cfiablilhed by the Revolution, May 3, i79i> The Second Edition. Price as. 6d* 
Plan of the NEW C 9 NSTITUT 10 N for the United State, of America, 
agnecd ppon in a Convention of the Statcb, with a Preface by the Editor, 
price IS. 

The thiee preceding Articles being all uniformly printed in 8vo. may be 
had complete in One Volume, price 7*-. in Boaids. 

The REPORT fiom the SEI ECT COMMITTEE, to whom it was referred 
to examine ind Hate the ftveral Accounts, and otlur Pa^icrs prefented to the 
Houfe oi Comiiinns, relating to the I'ublic Income and Expcndituie . And alfo, 
to repoit 11 the Houle vihat may be rxpefied to be the annual Amount of thefaid 
Income and j^xpendituie in tuiuie M-iichai, 17^6. Piicegb. 

REP^'RT f oni the SELbCT COMMITTEE app > nted to examine andflatd 
the feveial Accounts, andotliei, Papers, pieiented to the Hcmfe of Cni.imonsin 
this Sellion of ^ailniiient, relating to the Public Income, and Fx]it 1 dituie, and 
to report to the Hou'e whit has been the whole Amount of the Public Income and 
Expendituie during the afi Five Years, and what mav he expcfVcJ to be the 
annual Atnouni thereof in furute. And illb, whir Altfntiun has taken place Hh 
the Ami unt ui the Public Debt hnre the 5th Dae of ]aruni\, 1786. 

Pie' nted t > the Houff of Commons, May 10, 1791 Pi ice cs. 

§!§ The above important Repoics contain an authentic Statement of ever)^ ‘ 
Put of the Biitilh Revenue, with Documents and Vouchcis foi‘every Depart* 
fnint and (Office , and ipriudes the Appendix, being uniformly punted in Stro, 
liny I { had fumpliic, price 8s 6d inboi'ds. 

OBSERVATIONS on tha LAND REVENUE of the CROWN : CM- 


taming the origin and fources of the Land Revenue of England — Of variow 
acci ifiunb to, and alienations of, the Ciown Lands—Prefent Hate of the iCvemiCM* 
ManaijC ent of the land revenue—Various mcafures and proiefta coroemiBg 
the land revenue. With an Appendix, containing level al tnterefting eerswKi 
the fubjrA of the land revenue, elegantly printed in quarto. 9 ric( 10*. fid. Ill 
hoards. By the Hon. JOHN St. JOHN. 

The RbPORT of the COMMISSIONERS appointed to enquire into tho 
State and Ci odition of ilie Wouds, loiefu, snd Land Revenues of the Crown, 
and to kli or ilieiute fee fai n, and other iinproieable reou, containing a (the* 
dule of all the manors, bids, tmements, and licieditaments, held byleafefrom 
the Crown, witli an account of the ialt leak of each pai ticular eftate ^ ibewtng 
the names of the leflees, the d..tcfc of the leales, tl v terms thereby granted, god 
expiration thereof; the veiily va’ue of cuh eltf'e, by the lateft fuivey of 
efiimatc, the fines paid fur fuch leele^, and the old ichts, incieafed retatk, and 
new rents, referved to the Ciown thereupon. 

The above being uniformly printed in quarto, may be had, complete, in 
one volume Price il 78.tltgamlv bound. 


REPORT of the COMMI&SIONERS appointed to inquiie into the St«* 

' atid Condition of the Woods, Foitftv, and Land Kevmues, of the CROWN, 

A and to fell or alienate Fee Farm and..otbcr u.it« ipiovcable Ren's, to the Righc*! 
^ Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Tchtpotal Dated the I6tb Day of Apnl^' 


1790. Price IS. 



TBTTUEUCATiONS pnnted for J. DEBRETT, oppofite 

Bdrlingtok House, Piccadilly. 

TOURN 4 L of a VOYAGE to PORT JACKbON, m NEW 

.,1 SOUTH W ALES , with a full and dccuiait. Account of Hit Ma]tft)‘8 Set* 
tlemrnt thue, a Dcfuiptioo of the Mativts. and of tbcNaturil Pioduftions of 
New U >U<tnJ , a cortcA Diarv of the Weathtt, Latitudes. I oiigitudes, Ac &e. 
comptehen hngevciv 1 ranfa^iou. from the ariisil of the Fleet at Port Jaeklon, 
to the departure of the laft Diipatchci^ 

B> JOHN WHITF, Efij. 

SUAGEuh Genes.AT to the Settlement, and Coirtfponding Member tff the 
M D CAE SociLiY in London. 

tUuftrated with Sixty-five elegant Engravings, from Drawings copied flom Na* 
tore, by MiU STo’ir, Mr.NoDOEk.Mr Cation, &c and exhibiting near 
0 ^^ IlUNDPr I ] igures of Non-di^citpt Bud&, Lundi. cutious Ct net of 
Tree**, Animals, Ae of NhW SOUTH WAT hS, lecompinied with Icien* 
tific D'criptic I s, and an elegant engraved Title Page and Vignette, by 
MitioN, 

In One Volume Rojil Quaito, piicc il. 'Ss m boards, orwithiixt} five plates, 
1 eiutifullyeolouied after the onginsls, price 3I 6s in boards. 
JOURNAL of 1 \OV VGE from PORT JACAbON, NETVV SOUTH 
WALES, to CA’srON, m 177*!, throui,h an unexpio td Pnffige. By 
THOMAS GII.Bl.R r, Llq Commander of the Chailotte II u trated with 
Views of the fo lowing lilmds difcovered on the Pafiigt, vis. Chatbtni s, Ibbit* 
fon s, Matthew's, Calveit’s, Knox's, Daniels, Mariar’s, and Gilbcit’s. £le* 
gantly printed in 4to. Price 8s fewed. 

The NEW FOUNDl TNG H •)SPJTAL for WIT , being a Collcaion of 
^'Fugitive Pieces in Prole and Veifc, not in any othei coiIta<on This ed tion la 
4ondidcrably ipiprosed ind enlarged , in winch are inferred (esersl ruiious Pieces, 
^ the Duke of Leeds, Lsdy Ctaven, M rrqms of Townlhend, Earls of Carlide, 

, l^arlemoQt, Nugent, Buchan, Chefttrfield, Chitlnm, De h Warre, Loids Pal- 
inerfton, Mulgrase, Holhnd, Littleton, Haisey, Riglit Hon C. ]. Fox, Col. 
Fittpatnek, C* Yoik, H. Walpole, CountefeTemple, Lady M. W.Montagu, 
Mrt* Grcviile, ^ifs Carter, Mn. Lenox , Hon. T. Lutttel, Sir W. Drapet, 
Jf. Moore, Str W. Jones, Sir W. Young, Sii C Hanbury William , f, Wilkes, 
D. Garrick, R. B. Skendan, R. Tiekell, G. Ellis, J Courtenay, J- S. Halt, 
Celeb Whttefbotd, G* Colnian, R. Cumberland, C. Anftey, W. Haylev S. 
jfeityiie, B. Thornton, Efquirei; DoAors B. Franklin, Armflreng, Beattie; 
Cepttin E. Tbompfon, IScc. Together with fcvetel pieces now firft printed 
fruiit the Authors' Manufciipt. The whole carefully revifed, ariangtd and cor* 
reded in fix voluaes. Price t8s. fewed. 

' Of whom may be had, 

(Being n cobtmuation of the above Work.) 

An ASYLUM for FUGITIVE PIECES, in Profe and Verfe, not 'o any 
ether ColUdjoa , with fivrisl Pieces never before publiibed, including the Cri* 
fiques of the Rolliad iqviftd , the Probationary Odes for the Laurcatfhip, Lord 

G ". m's Diaiy, Lord M*~*~e on Eloquence, and ftvcral Jeu des Efprus, 

yrihtcn ^ Ferfons of falhion. A great vatiety of cunous and entertainiug 
|deces, many of wich ate now firfi: printed from Manufenpts of the fcveral Au« 
shore, patticulaiiy fomePocme, bythejate Lord Holland, by theprefent Lors 
^^praTi, Wairen Uaftings, Efq. Cd, Erikine, Dr Coombe, Meflire. Jem* 
irfbam 'Whsrton, Ac. In three rolunte^, piicc 9 • Awed * 

. above Nint Volume , beiogell auiformh piinixd, msy be liadfused, 

hr elc^xniiy bound* , * 










